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1. As a member of the Working Group of governmental experts on the right to 
development, appointed by the Chairman of the United Nations Commission on Human Righta, 
I should like to propose the following elements for inclusion or stressing in the 
report as well as for consideration in the further work of the group. 

2. The right to development is a human right and equality of opportunity for 
development is a prerogative of nations and individuals within nations. It is to be 
considered as an elaboration of article 28 of the Universal Declaration of Human Rights. 

3. The juridical nature of the right to development as a human right derives its 
significance from a common source and goal: the promotion and securing of human dignity 
and the excercise of universal recognized human rights. 

4. All human rights aim at promoting and securing human dignity and in that manner 
are inseparable as well as indivisible. None of them may be denied or abridged in 
order to promote or achieve other of these rights. The fulfilment of all human rights 
in all countries is essential for the complete development of individuals. In this 
connection special attention has to be paid to the satisfaction of fundamental human 
needs in all countries, as a matter of priority. 

5. As development begins in the mind of men, the participation of individuals in the 
process of development is indispensable. 

6. Some efforts already have been made to modify the present international economic 
order. These efforts should be continued in order that the right to development will 
be fully realised. 

7. The international economic and cultural orders have to be attuned to the 
participation of a variety of international actors both public and private. In this 
connection it is desirable to take into account that an adequate climate for foreign 
investment contributes to the realisation of the right to development. 

This working paper does not necessarily reflect the opinion of the 
Netherlands Government. 
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8. The creation of conditions favourable to the development of individuals is 
the primary responsibility of the relevant States. Each State has the right 
freely to determine and to change its economic and political structures and 
policies in conformity with international law in general and' the respect for 
human rights in particular. 

9. The primary responsibility of each State with "regard to development implies 
a secondary responsibility of the international community as is exprocspi in the 
Charter of the United Nations. 


