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The meeting was called to order at 10.45 a.m. 

AGENDA ITEM 64: REPORT OF THE SPECIAL COMMITTEE TO INVESTIGATE ISRAELI PRACTICES 
AFFECTING THE HUMAN RIGHTS OF THE POPULATION OF THE OCCUPIED TERRITORIES 
(continued) (A/36/579, A/36/85, A/36/588) 

1. Mr. KOTSEV (Bulgaria) said that the question of Israeli practices and 
violations of human rights in the occupied territories had been one of the 
gravest problems considered by the Special Political Committee for more than ten 
years. The report of the Special Committee (A/36/579) showed that the situation 
had deteriorated even further as a result of the systematic and massive violations 
of human rights by the Israeli authorities. Arrogantly flouting United Nations 
resolutions, the Government of Israel was pursuing a policy of colonization and 
annexation based on terror and mass repression designed to expel the local Arab 
population and create the necessary conditions for future expansionist activities. 
The attempts of the Government of- Israel to claim sovereignty over the occupied 
territories were in flagrant violation of the Charter of the United Nations and 
the Fourth Geneva Convention of 1949. The report of the Special Committee 
abounded in facts testifying to the brutal treatment of the civilian population 
by the Israeli authorities, the maltreatment of detainees, arbitrary imprisonment 
and general discriminatory·pract~des designed to break the will of the Palestinian 
people to survive as a nation. Israel was continuing to pursue a policy of 
changing the physical character, demographic composition, institutional structure 

'and legal status of the Palestinian and other Arab territories occupied since 
1967 0 

2. It was particularly alarming that, as the report indicated, the situation was 
such that the threat to international peace and security due to the policy 
followed by the Government of Israel was more serious than ever. It was abundantly 
clear that the lengthy Arab-Israeli conflict was caused by the unresolved question 
of the recognition of the inalienable national rights of the Arab people of 
Palestine. Trust and lasting peace would never be achieved in the region without 
a comprehensive solution to that problem. The failure to resolve the conflict 
had only emboldened the aggressor to continue the policy of State terror and 
violence and thus raise further obstacles to the peaceful settlement of the crisis. 
Israel would never have been able to hold the Arab lands occupied in 1967 and 
pursue a policy in flagrant violation of the principles and norms of international 
law without the active support of the United States. The separate Camp David 
accords, which had been concluded without the participation of the Arab people of 
Palestine and their legitimate representative, the Palestine Liberation Organization, 
were designed to legalize the policy of the Israeli Government and disguise 
Israel's plans to perpetuate its occupation of Arab territory. In that regard, 
his delegation expressed profound concern at the proclamation of the so-called 
"strategic alliance" between the United States and Israel, which might have 
unpredictable consequences for international peace and security. 

3. The only means of halting repeated violations of human rights in the occupied 
territories was a comprehensive settlement of the Middle East problem on the basis 
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of the complete and unconditional withdrawal of Israeli forces from all Arab 
territories occupied in 1967, the implementation of the inalienable rights of 
the Arab people of Palestine, including their right to self-determination and 
the establishment of an independent State, and the independence and security 
of all States in the region. Such a solution must be based on the participation 
of all the parties concerned, including the Palestine Liberation Organization 
as the sole legitimate representative of the Arab people of Palestine. That 
collective effort could be made within the framework of the Soviet proposal to 
convene an international conference on the Middle East. Lastly, he reiterated 
his Government's firm solidarity with the Palestinian people and pledged 
continued active support for their legitimate struggle until the full triumph 
of their just cause. 

4. Mr. MEIGESH (Ukrainian Soviet Socialist Republic) said that the increased 
colonization of Palestinian territory by Israeli occupation forces was a cause 
of grave concern for the international community. As the report of the Special 
Committee indicated, the Jewish Agency Settlement Department had published a 
detailed plan to establish 70 new settlements between 1980 and 1985 in order to 
absorb 150,000 settlers by the end of that period. Furthermore, according to a 
report in the New York Times of 4 November 1981, plans were also being made to 
expel 700,000 to 800,000 Arabs from those lands. The Israeli authorities were 
illegally expropriating natural resources and exploiting the local population 
as a source of cheap labour. Israel's decision to build a canal linking the 
Mediterrean Sea to the Dead Sea was further proof of the far-reaching annexionist 
plans of the Israeli Government. His delegation supported the decision to include 
that question in the agenda of the current General Assembly session because it 
felt that the Organization should condemn the illegal actions of Israel and take 
steps to prevent them. 

5. Israeli occupation forces suppressed the activities of the municipalities, 
and various types of establishments and societies by depriving them of all sources 
of income, took repressive measures against educational institutions and students 
and demolished historical and religious monuments. In that regard, he expressed 
satisfaction at the timely adoption of General Assembly resolution A/RES/36/15 
which demanded that Israel should desist forthwith from excavations and 
transformations of the historical, cultural and religious sites of Jerusalem. The 
facts provided convincing proof of the desire of Israel to complete the process 
of annexingPalestinian lands and consolidating its rule over them. High-ranking 
Israeli leaders themselves spoke openly of declaring Israel's sovereignty over 
the West Bank of the Jordan and the Gaza District. It was clear that the 
Government of Israel had no intention of reviewing its policy of annexation. 
Continuing its flagrant violations of the human rights of the population in the 
occupied territories and its measures to change the legal status, geographical 
character and demographic composition of those territories·, Israel ignored the 
obligations incumbent on it as a party to the Gerteva Convention relative to the 
Protection of Civilian Persons in Time of War and paid no heed to the appeals and 
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resolutions of the Security Council and the General Assembly. It was common 
knowledge that the expansionist policy and increased aggressiveness of the 
Government of Israel were possible only because of the broad support it received 
from the imperialist circles, particularly the United States of America. 

6. His delegation shared the profound concern of the Special Committee at the 
policy of the Israeli Government and called for its immediate cessation. His 
delegation also condemned all those who provided support and assistance for the 
expansionist designs of Israel. He reiterated the support of the Ukrainian 
Government and people and the peoples of the entire Soviet Union for the struggle 
of the Palestinian and other Arab peoples in defence of their legitimate rights. 
The international community must take the necessary steps to ensure that Israel 
implemented the resolutions adopted by the Security Council and the General 
Assembly and promoted the establishment of favourable conditions for peace and 
stability in the Middle East. The only way to bring about a stable peace in the 
region was to put an end to the Israeli occupation of all Arab territories seized 
in 1967, implement the inalienable rights of the Arab people of Palestine, 
including the right to establish their own sovereign State, and guarantee the 
security and sovereignty of all the States in the region. 

7. Mr. TOPCUOGLU (Turkey) deplored the fact that there had been no improvement 
in the situation in the occupied territories and that the Government of Israel 
had chosen not to co-operate with the Special Committee. The report under 
consideration enumerated a long list of human rights violations and referred to 
riots, demonstrations, strikes and the imposition of curfews and other indications 
of tension and unrest in the occupied territories. Paragraphs 29 to 33 of the 
report once again confirmed the existence of a deliberate Israeli policy of 
annexation of the occupied West Bank. The construction of new Israeli settlements 
and the expansion of existing ones were the chief means of implementing that 
policy. Those and other practices described in the report clearly constituted a 
violation of the provisions of the Fourth Geneva Convention relative to the 
Protection of Civilian Persons in Time of War, which was fully applicable to the 
occupied territories. 

8. A comprehensive solution to the Middle East problem, the core of which was 
the Palestinian question, must be based, inter alia, on the complete withdrawal 
of Israeli forces from the Arab territories occupied since 1967, including 
Jerusalem, and the implementation of the inalienable rights of the Palestinian 
people, including their right to self-determination and to the establishment of 
an independent State, and the guaranteed independence and security of all States 
in the region. His delegation considered that the continued excavations and 
transformation of the historical, cultural and religious sites of Jerusalem 
constituted a flagrant violation of the principles of international law and the 
relevant conventions to which Israel was a party, and he expressed the hope that 
the Israeli Government would put an end to such activities. Lastly, he 
expressed the hope that a just and durable peace in the Middle East would finally 
be achieved. 
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9. Mrs. Nowotny (Austria) took the Chair. 

10. Mr. YOUSEF (Egypt) said that the suffering of the Palestinian people in 
the occupied territories, as depicted in the report of the Special Committee, 
made it necessary for the international community to agree on new and 
effective steps to end that suffering. Its role should not be restricted to 
the mere adoption of resolutions and recommendations, even though they did 
represent a continued reaffirmation of its rejection of the practices of the 
Israeli occupation authorities. The Palestinian people was, however, confident 
that the international community would be able to offer positive help in putting 
an end to those practices. 

11. Israeli practices in the Arab territories occupied since 1967 showed 
contempt for international law, the Charter of the United Nations, the resolutions 
of the General Assembly and the Security Council and for world public opinion and 
placed obstacles in the way of a just and comprehensive peace in the region. 
The details of those practices were available to all through the mass media, from 
the statements of Israeli officials and in the reports of the committees of the 
United Nations. The land expropriated in the West Bank, including Jerusalem, now 
amounted to one third of the total area, and 90 per cent of that land had been 
the private property of individual Palestinians. There were now 106 settlements 
on that land inhabited by more than 120,000 Israeli settlers. Plans ~ad recently 
been reported for the establishment of more settlements to accommodate 150,000 
new settlers over the next three years with the object of altering the demographic 
and geographical structure of those ~erritories as a means of bringing about 
de facto annexation. The settlement authorities had announced the establishment 
of six new settlements over the next few months on the borders between Egypt 
and the Gaza Strip. That policy had been accompanied by a number of practices, 
such as the restriction of the use of water by Arabs and its diversion for the 
use of settlers, which was aimed at forcing the local inhabitants to vacate 
their lands and make way for the establishment of new settlements. The area 
under cultivation in the West Bank had decreased from 2,614,000 to 2 million dunams 
and the area of land under irrigation from 150,000 to 70,000 dunams. Between 1967 
and 1979 the number of Arabs engaged in agriculture had decreased by 40 per cent. 

12. Perhaps the most painful of such practices for the world conscience was that 
of the demolition of ho~ses ~nd the Israeli authorities' refusal to allow them to 
be rebuilt or·to pay compensation for them. Everyone was aware of recent events 
in the Jabalia refugee camp, where five houses had been demolished and 76 persons 
left without shelter. Requests from the United Nations Relief and Works Agency 
for Palestine Refugees in the Near East that the ho~ses should be rebuilt or 
compensation paid for them to their owners had been rejected. Only one day before 
the Committee had taken up the present agenda item, the Israeli occupation 
authorities had demolished three houses in Beit Sahur in the West Bank, leaving 
27 Palestinians homeless. In the present month alone seven houses had been 
demolished. The report submitted to the United Nations Conference on Trade and 
Development under the title "Review of the economic conditions of the Palestinian 
people in the occupied Arab territories" (TD/B/870) made it clear that such 
pressures had led to the· displacement of 231,000 Arabs from those territories in 
the period between 1967 and 1980. The Special Political Committee itself had, at 
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its 13th meeting of the present session, adopted draft resolution A/SPC/36/L.3 
condemning Israeli excavations in Jerusalem, which seriously endangered 
historical, cultural and religious sites. Beginning in 1967, Arab houses in 
Jerusalem had been destroyed, particularly in the area of the Wailing Wall, 
where the Jewish quarter had subsequently been established. Since that time, 
excavations in that area had led to the appearance of cracks in historical 
Islamic buildings going back of the Omayyad, Abbasid and Mamluk periods. That 
was all part of a plan to obliterate the Arab Islamic character of Jerusalem 
and to build a temple upon the ruins of the Al Aqsa Mosque, in spite of resolution 
17C/3.422 of the UNESCO General Conference calling upon Israel to preserve those 
sites and to desist from any archaeological excavations. 

13. On the question of human rights, his delegation wished to call attention to 
the expulsion of the Mayors of Hebron and Halhul and to Israel's refusal to 
comply with United Nations resolutions and international appeals for their 
return in spite of their explicit declaration that they did not intend to break 
any military law in the future in their activities as public figures or otherwise 
and in spite of the provisions of the first paragraph of article 49 of the 
fourth Geneva Convention. His delegation was also concerned at the recent 
imposition of restrictions on the movement of mayors and the prevention of their 
travel abroad, which was incompatible with the principles of human rights. 

14. Those practices were also incompatible with the provisions of the Hague and 
Geneva Conventions and with the resolutions of the General Assembly and Security 
Council. The international community had reaffirmed its rejection of those 
illegal practices in General Assembly resolution 32/5 and in Security Council 
resolution 446 (1979), which called upon Israel to abide scrupulously by the 
fourth Geneva Convention and to desist from taking any action which would result 
in changing the legal status and geographical nature and materially affecting 
the demographic composition of the Arab territories occupied since 1967, including 
Jerusalem. If a comprehensive peace was to be achieved, a suitable climate must 
be ensured by putting an end to those illegal practices. The state of peaceful 
coexistence which all were trying to bring about between Israel and the peoples 
and States of the region, including the Palestinian people, required that Israel 
should take the initiative in adopting measures that would build confidence 
between itself and the Palestinian people. The right of Israel to live in peace 
with the States of the region was, at the same time, also a right which was 
applicable to the other peoples and States of that region, including the 
Palestinian people, and that right did not authorize Israel to occupy any territory 
or alter its character. Egypt had persistently requested Israel to abide by the 
rules of international law and by international agreements, as well as by the 
provisions of the Charter of the United Nations and had presented specific proposals 
through the implementation of which Israel might give expression to its good 
intentions and its readiness to build a true and just peace with the Palestinian 
and Arab peoples and to create an appropriate climate for peace. 
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15. The most important confidence-building measures which Egypt had requested 
Israel to implement were the following: the freezing of settlement in the 
West Bank, Gaza and Jerusalem; the return of expropriated land and property, 
including Government land; the facilitation.of free commercial dealings by banks 
through the freeing of frozen or confiscated deposits; the lifting of the ban 
on political gatherings, permitting freedom of expression and avoiding practices 
and policies leading to the creation of a state of tension; the abolition of 
restrictions on the freedom of movement of the inhabitants; the release of 
Palestinian detainees; the reuniting of families through the return of displaced 
persons; the return of all political exiles, including the Mayors of Hebron and 
Halhul; desisting from military manoeuvres in the West Bank and Gaza; the 
cancellation of all changes made in the judicial system in the West Bank and 
the return of that system to its pre-occupation form; the cessation of all 
violations of the civil and political rights of the Palestinians, including 
property rights and the right to academic freedom; the lifting of restrictions 
on water use in agriculture. 

16. His country called upon the international community to fulfil its 
responsibilities for the creation of a climate that might promote dialogue and 
negotiations with a view to the just and comprehensive settlement of the 
Palestine problem.so that the region might be free to confront the challenges 
of economic and social development. The Palestinian people looked forward to 
a practical and serious way being found to put an end to the suffering it had 
undergone over the last four decades. If that was to be accomplished everyone 
must refuse to be satisfied with resolutions of condemnation and censure and 
should unite their efforts in a practical and effective manner in order to put 
a stop to those practices, which were becoming more n~erous daily. 

17. His country, desiring the achievement of a just and comprehensive peace in 
the region which would ensure recognition of the legitimate national rights of the 
Palestinian people, in particular its right of return and its right to self
determination through the establishment of an independent State in its homeland, 
was hopeful that the international community would shoulder its responsibility 
for the creation of a climate of confidence which would help the peace process 
in the region. 

18. Mr. SAID (Libyan Arab Jamahiriya) said that the Zionist entity had shown 
both defiance of and scorn for the international community by preventing the 
Special Committee from performing its task and then attempting to give the 
impression that the inhabitants of the occupied territories were living in a 
paradise they would never have attained had it not been for the Zionist occupation. 
The report of the Special Committee clearly reflected the various forms of 
oppression to which the inhabitants of those territories were subjected and 
irrefutably established the terroristic nature of the Zionist regime. The scope 
of the oppression and of collective reprisals was expanding daily; on 3 November 1981, 
on the day following the·anniversary of the Balfour Declaration and at a time when 
the report of the Spacial Committee had scarcely been completed, the occupation 
authorities had demolished the houses of two innocent Arab citizens in Hebron without 
due process of law. 
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19. The information contained in the report of the Special Committee on the 
policy of annexation and settlement, the measures adopted to put that policy 
into effect and the activities of settlers (paras. Sl·to 184), together with 
that contained in the report of the Economic and Social Council on permanent 
sovereignty over national resources in the occupied Arab territories (A/36/648), 
demonstrated that those policies and practices constituted a flagrant violation 
of the Charter of the United Nations, the Universal Declaration of Human Rights 
and the Geneva and Hague Conventions, and that they were a perpetuation of the 
policy of imposing the fait accompli adopted by the Zionist entity in its dealings 
with the international community. 

20. The report of the Special Committee confirmed, as had its previous reports, 
the existence of the racist policy drawn up by the Elders of Zion and implemented 
by the Zionist entity since its establishment. Since that time, it had adopted 
a number of racist laws concerning nationality, the acquisition of land, the 
reversion of land to the State and absentee ownership. The implementation of 
those laws had been accompanied by despotic measures such as restrictions on the 
residence of Arab citizens, measures to prevent them from tilling their land, 
restrictions on movement and administrative detention without charges or trial. 
In spite of all that, the Zionists and their imperialist backers were trying to 
conceal the condition of the inhabitants of the occupied Arab areas by accusing 
the Special Committee of exaggeration and by their control over the mass media, 
thereby doing violence to the truth. The day would come when the international 
community would stand up to those forces of oppression which put all of their 
capacities at the disposal of a Zionist entity inspired by an ideology of scorn 
for man and for human dignity, as was revealed by the report of the Special 
Committee. 

21. The reports of the Special Committee over the years, the denial by the 
Zionist entity of the rights of the Palestinian people and the statements of the 
leaders of that entity confirming their intention to claim permanenn sovereignty 
over the occupied Arab territories were testimony to the legitimacy of the 
struggle of the Palestinian people. His delegation wished to reaffirm that it 
was for the international community to put an end to the barbarous and racist 
policies of the Zionist entity through the adoption of effective international 
deterrent measures. Otherwise, the world could only expect that the Arab people 
would respond in such a way as to preserve its dignity. 

22. Mr. MAIMBO (Zambia) said that the Israeli authorities' professed wish to 
live in peace with the Arab inhabitants of the occupied territories did not tally 
with their daily administrative practices in those territories, where mass 
arrests, persecution, repression, frequent curfews and many other violations of 
human rights w~re the order of the day. 

23. The political status of the Palestinians was the core of the Middle East 
conflict, and their national soveretgnty and their inalienable right to 
self-determination should be respected by the occupying authorities. It was the 
duty of the international community to assist the Palestinians to realize their 
aspirations. His delegation called upon Israel to co-operate with the United Nations 
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and to comply with its resolutions in order to facilitate the accomplishment of 
the task of the Special Committee. In spite of the difficulties placed in its 
way, the Special Committee had managed to produce an illuminating report which 
bore testimony to the sufferings of the Palestinians at the hands of the 
occupying authorities. The establishment of new settlements showed that Israel 
had no intention of heeding appeals to it to withdraw from the occupied 
territories. Israel's intention, revealed in the report, to claim sovereignty 
over the occupied territories meant that refugees from those territories would 
remain so in future generations. 

24. His delegation regretted Israel's failure to co-operate with the Special 
Committee and wished that its denial that it was guilty of violations of human 
rights and of repression could be demonstrated through such co-operation. His 
delegation appealed to the Government of Israel to co-operate with the efforts 
of the international community to bring about a lasting and peaceful settlement 
to the Palestine refugee problem. It called upon Israel to take bold measures 
to end its illegal occupation of Arab territories and to respect the right of 
the Palestinian people to return to its homeland. Peace in the Middle East would 
continue to be elusive until the occupied territories were returned to their 
rightful owners and until the inalienable right of the Palestinian people to 
self-determination in its own homeland was restored. 

25. Mr. KRYSTOSIK (Poland) said that as usual the report of the Special Committee 
provided solid proof of the deliberate Israeli policy of annexation and 
settlement in the occupied territories. It was clear that Israel's policy of 
defying the fourth Geneva Convention of 1949 was continuing unabated. It was 
impossible not to agree with the statement in the report that the situation was 
such that the threat to international peace and security due to the policy 
followed by the Government of Israel was more serious than ever and that the duty 
upon the international community to intervene by all means at its disposal had 
become more manifest than ever. The policy of the Israeli authorities 
systematically violated basic human rights, constituted a grave breach of 
international law and was a clear threat to international peace and security. 
The only way to achieve real peace in the region was by means of a comprehensive 
peace settlement of the Middle East question on the basis of the unconditional 
withdrawal of Israeli forces from all Arab territories occupied since 1967 and the 
implementation of the inalienable rights of the Palestinian Arab people, including 
the right to self-determination and to the establishment of an independent State. 
Only such a comprehensive settlement could guarantee the security and peaceful 
development of all States in the region. The policy of creeping annexation 
conducted by the Israeli authorities and their constant and systematic violations 
of the human rights of the population of those territories must be condemned. 
His Government supported the Soviet proposal to convene an international conference 
on the Middle East in order to create favourable conditions for a comprehensive 
settlement. Lastly, he expressed his delegat±on's support for the activities of 
the Special Committee, which played an important role in keeping the United Nations 
and world public opinion informed of the situation in the area. 
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26. Mr. SHAHRYAR (Bangladesh) said that in spite of the near-unanimous resolutions 
adopted by the General Assembly every year, Israel continued to carry out its 
racist policy with impunity in the occupied Arab territories. There had been no 
change at all in the human rights situation in that area. In pursuing its policy 
of annexation, Israel continued to build and expand settlements and subject the 
civilian population to constant repression. The report of the Special Committee 
confirmed the existence of a deliberate Israeli policy of annexation and 
settlement and provided proof of human rights violations by the Israeli authorities.
The deliberate actions taken by Israel to change the legal status, geographical 
character and demographic composition of the occupied territories not only 
prevented the inhabitants from exercising their human rights but also constituted 
a serious violation of international law and the resolutions of the General Assembly 
and the Security Council and represented a serious obstacle to efforts to bring 
about lasting peace in the Middle East. 

27. His delegation wished to express its grave concern at the fact that the 
Israeli authorities had changed the laws governing the occupied territories in 
virtually every field. The attempt at creeping annexation and the continued 
pursuit of the "homeland policy" of the Government of Israel in the occupied 
territories clearly violated the right of the Palestinian people to self-determination 
The denial of educational opportunities to the population in the occupied territories 
and the refusal to permit the establishment in Jerusalem of a university for the 
Palestinians under the aegis of the United Nations were very disturbing facts. 
Bangladesh condemned the confiscation and expropriation of Arab property, the 
expulsion of the Arab inhabitants and the denial of their right to return. Israel 
should abide by its international obligations, particularly those contained in 
the Geneva Convention relative to the Protection of Civilian Persons in Time of 
War, and should comply with the relevant United Nations resolutions. It should 
immediately cease its illegal exploitation of the natural wealth, resources and 
population of the occupied territories and its pillaging of archaeological and 
cultural property. A just and durable solution to the problem in the Middle East 
could be brought about only be enabling the Palestinian people to exercise their 
right to self-determination. 

28. His delegation commended the Special Committee for carrying out its task 
efficiently and impartially. The General Assembly should extend the Committee's 
mandate so that it could continue to investigate Israeli practices and policies 
with respect to the treatment of civilians in the occupied Arab territories and 
expose to the world the truth about Israel's violations of human rights. That 
would also underline the urgency of achieving a comprehensive settlement of the 
Middle East question. It was a matter of great regret that the Israeli authorities 
had not found it appropriate to co-operate with the Special Committee. The 
Secretary-General, however, should continue to provide all the facilities required 
by the Special Committee for the performance of its task. 

29. With regard to the report of the Secretary-General in document 
delegation wished to express its satisfaction at the measures taken 
widest possible circulation of the reports of the Special Committee 
information regarding its activities and findings, but he suggested 
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systematic attention should be paid to informing the non-governmental 
organizations of the Western countries. Lastly, in view of the extreme human 
suffering of the Palestinian people in the face of Israeli oppression, the 
international community should take prompt and decisive steps to put an end to 
the Israeli occupation and ensure peace and freedom for that heroic people. 

The meeting rose at 12.10 p.m. 




