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The meeting was called to order at 3.20 p.m. 

AGENDA ITEM 69: DEVELOPMENT AND INTERNATIONAL ECONOMIC CO-QPERATlON (.continued) 

Draft resolutions A/C.2/36/L.l19, L.120, L.125, L.126, L.128 

1. Mr. ATTAF (Algeria), speaking on behalf of the members of the Group of 77, 
introduced draft resolution A/C.2/36/L.119, on special measures for the social 
and economic development of Africa in the 1980s. In the preamble, the resolution 
.expressed concern ~t the worsening of the world economic crisis and its severe 
effects on the particularly vulnerable economies of the African countries. It 
went on to state that the Lagos Plan of Action for the Implementation of the 
Monrovia Strategy for the Economic Development of Africa provided a framework of 
priority actions for achieving the rapid over-all economic and social development 
of Africa and that increased and sustained external resources were needed to 
achieve the aims and objectives of that Plan. In the operative part of the draft 
resolution all organs of the United Nations system, donor countries and 
international financial institutions were urged to contribute to the effective 
implementation of the Lagos Plan of Action and, in particular, to increase their 
development assistance to Africa during the Decade. Paragraph 6 requested the 
Secretary-General to allocate adequate resources to the Economic Commission for 
Africa as the main developmE!nt centre with the United Nations system for the 
African region. 

2. Draft resolution A/C.2/36/L.120, on protectionism and structural adjus tment, 
was largely a recapitulatiou of the draft resolution submitted by the Group of 77 
on the same topic at the th: .rty-fifth session of the General Assembly, when a 
procedural decision had been . taken to postpone its consideration until the 
current session. Some mino1: changes had brought the text up to date. 

3. Draft r esolution A/C.2,'36/L.l25, on the Transport and Communicati_ons Decade 
i n Africa, stressed the neecl to implement fully during the Decade national, 
subregional and regional projects that had been decided upon many years 
previously and were aimed a: establ ishing an integrated transport and communications 
network to support the accelerated development of the continent. Specific 
reference was made in the p:~eamble to the decision of the Conference of African 
Ministers of Transport auth•lrizing the Executive Secretary of the Economic 
Commission for Africa to or:~anize four consultative technical meetings between 
member States, interested African intergovernmental organizations and donors, and 
to the resolution of the Co·aference of Ministers of the Economic Commission for 
Africa requesting the Executive Secretary,in collaboration with the Secretary
General of the Organization of African Unity, to embark on the preparation of the 
plan of action for the second phase of the Decade. In the operative part, the 
resolution appealed to donor countries, funding agencies and the various financial 
institutions to increase their financial support to the regional and subregional 
projects for the Decade and called upon States members of the Organization of 
African Unity to step up th~ir efforts to secure finance for implementing the 
projects adopted for the Decade. 

I ... 



A/C.2/36/SR.45 
English 
Page 3 

(Mr. Attaf, Algeria) 

4. Draft resolution A/C.2/36/L.l26, on the United Nations Conference on New and 
Renewable·sources of Energy, constituted a first stage in the implementation of 
the Nairobi Programme of Action. It stressed the importance of developing new 
and renewable sources of energy in order to meet requirements for continued 
economic and social development, in the developing countries particularly, 
together with the importance of intensive international co-operation in the field 
and the need to strengthen the role of the United Nations system through adequate 
institutional arrangements and additional · financial resources. In the twelfth 
preambular paragraph the word "instituting" should be replaced by "institutional 
and"; that paragraph expressed deep regret that no final decisions had be·en taken 
on such important questions as the institutional and financial arrangements for 
harnessing ne.w and renewable sources of energy. The operative part of the . draft 
resolution was divided into seven sections, each of which stressed ap important 
aspect of the implementation of the Nairobi Programme of Ac tion. 

5. The purpose of section I was to secure the support of the United Nations 
system, Governments, specialized int~rgoverrunental and institutions and 
non-governmental organizations for the implementation of the Nairobi Programme 
of Action. Sections II and III were concerned with institutional arrangements. 
Section IV, on co-ordination within the United Nations system, entrusted the 
main task of co-ordination to the Director-General for Development for 
International Economic Co-operation. Section V, on regional and subregional 
action, and section VI, on co-operation among developing countries, were also 
important. The urgent question of the mobilization of financial resources was 
dealt with .in section VII, which recognized that magnitude of the demand for 
financing, already considerable, would increase in years to come, particularly 
with the implementation of the Nairobi Programme of Action. The measures necessary 
for mobilizing financial resources were outlined, and all interested parties were 
urged to accelerate consideration of other possible avenues for energy financing. 

6. Lastly, he introduced draft resolution A/C.2/36/L.128, on the situation of 
food and agriculture in Africa. The resolution was similar to General Assembly 
resolution 35/69 on the same topic, adopted at the previous session. It recognizeCi 
in the preamble that,' in accordance with the Lagos Plan of Action for the · 
Implementation of the Monrovia Strategy for the Econo~ic Development of Africa, 
the African States were committed to devoting their limited resources on a priority 
basis to agricultural development. Paragraph 2 therefore urged all the countries 
of Africa to implement measures to incr~ase substantially their food and agricultural 
production and ·paragraph 3 called upon the international community to continue to 
support efforts undertaken to that end by African countries at the national, sub
regional and regional levels. The draft resolution identified several activities 
which the international community was urged to undertake in order to supplement 
national efforts, and, in paragraph 12, the Executive· Secretary of the Economic 
Commission for Africa was requested, in consultation with the Secretary-General 
of the Organization of African UnitJ, to take every necessary measure to hold 
joint meetings with a view to considering the possibilities for implementing the 
resolution. Finally, the draft resolution requested the Secr.etary-General. to take 
the steps outlined in paragraph 13 and to report on them to the General Assembly. 
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7 . Mr. ESAN (Nigeria), speaking on behalf of the sponsors of draft resolution 
A/C . 2/36/L.23, withdr ew that draft resolution in favour of draft resolution 
A/C.2/36/L.125, which had his delegation ' s ful l support. 

8 . The CHAIRMAN r eminded the Committee tha t no proposals had been submitted on 
subitems (a) and (b) of item 69 , although the Committee had considered , under 
subit em (a), a report of the Secretar y-General on a world development f und 
(A/36/572), submitted in pursuance of General Assembly resolution 35/56. He 
suggested t hat the Committee should take note of the report of the Secretary-General. 

9 . I t was so decided. 

AGENDA ITEM 70: OPERATIONAL ACTI VI TI ES FOR DEVELOPMENT (continued) 

Draft r esolutions A/C.2/36/L.l07 and L.121 

10 . The CHAIRMAN invited t he Committee to consider draft resolution A/C.2/36/L.121, 
entitled "United Nations Development Programme" , submitted by the Vice-Chairman of 
t he Committee on the basis of informal consultations held on draft resolution 
A/C.2/36/L.107. He t ook it ttat, in view of the submission of t he Vice-Chairman's 
text, draft r esolution A/C.2/~6/L.107 was withdrawn by t he sponsors. 

11. Mr. ter HORST (~enezuela), Vice-chairman of the Committ ee , intr oduced draft 
resolution A/C.2/36/L.121. HE~ understood that , on the basis of further 
consultations, the phrase "inter· alia" was to be added after the words "taking 
account of" in paragraph 5 . 

12. The CHAIRMAN invited the Committee· t o adopt t he draft resol u tion, as orally 
r evised , without a vote. 

13 . Draft resolution A/C.2/3ti/L.121, as or ally revised, was adopted. 

14 . Mr. MULLER (Secretary of t he Committee) announced t hat Suriname had become a 
sponsor of draf t resolution A.'C.2/36/L.91. 

AGENDA I TEM 12: REPORT OF THE ECONOMIC AND SOC IAL COUNCIL (continued) 

Draft resolution A/C. 2/ 36/L . U4 

15. Mr, ABDULLA (J(uwait), in·troducing on behalf of the. sponsors draf t resolution 
A/C.2/36/L.l24, on permanent 3overeignty over national r esources in the. occupi'ed · 
Palestinian and other Arab te:critories, said t hat the draf t re.solution had been 
made nce.ssary by Israel's continued illegal exploitation of t he national resources 
of the occupied Arab territorles i n contravention of i n ternat ional law and 
accepted norms. There was an error in the text of paragraph 8: t he words 
"natural resources in" should be r eplaced by "natural resources, on". 

16. Paragraph 1 of the draft r esolution condemned Israel for r efusing to allow 
United Nations consultants on national resources a ccess to the areas i.n question. 
Paragraph 2 emp~sized the right to p.ermanent sovereignty over natural resources. 
Paragraph 3 reaff irmed the illegality ~f the measures undertaken by Israel to 

I . ; . 



A/C.2/36/SR.45 
English 
Page 5 

(Mr. Abdulla, Kuwait) 

exploit the human, natural and other resources of the occupied Palestinian and 
other Arab territories. Paragraph 4 reaffirmed the rig.ht of the Arab States and 
peoples to the restitution of their natural and other resources and to full · 
compensation for the exploitation and depletion of those resources. Paragraph 5 
called on all States to support the exercise of those rights, and paragraph 6 
called on·all States, international organizations, specialized agencies, business 
corporations and all other institutions, not to recognize or assist in any manner 
the measures undertaken by Israel to exploit the natural resources of the occupied 
Palestinian and other Arab territories or to effect any changes in the demographic 
composition or institutional structure of those territories. Paragrapti 7 requested 
the Secretary-General to report on the subject at the thirty-seventh session and . 
paragraph 8 requested him _to report at the thirty-eighth session on the 
implications under international law of the United Nations resolut~ons on 
permanent sovereignty over natural resources, on the occupied Palestinian and 
other Arab territories, and on the relevant obligations of Israel. In· conclusion, 
he announced that the delegations of Bangladesh, Cuba and-Pakistan had become. 
sponsors of the draft resolution. 

17. Mr. ABU-KOASH (Observer for the Palestine Liberation Organization) said that 
the Secretary-General's report on permanent sovereignty over national resources 
in the occupied Arab territories (A/36/648) was supposed to cover the impact of 
Israeli occupat:j.on on the national resources in the occupied Palestinian 
terri.tories, the Syrian Golan Heights and the Egyptian Sinai. It was rather 
brief, however, and contained no proposals or recommendations for implementation. 
It gave very little information about the occupied Syrian territories, despite 
the continued Israeli policies of annexation and repression in the Golan Heights, 
including attempts to impose upon the Arab people an Israeli identity. 
Nevertheless, the PLO delegation welcomed the document as an introducti.on to the 
question of national resources in the occupied Palestinian and other Arab 
territories, and urged the Committee_to support draft resolution A/C.2/36/L.l24, 
which called for a more comprehensive report on the subject. 

18. The Secretary-General's report relied on official Israeli statistics on the 
occupied Arab territories, but it was commonly known that those statistics were 
maniPulated by the Israeli authorities and that they did not cover Jerusalem. 
Moreover, in the statistics the Gaza strip and th~ northern Sinai were combined, 
although the Sina:J, was Egyptian. · 

19. The refusal of the Israeli authorities to allow the United Nations 
consultants access to the occupied Arab territories was an attempt.to conceal 
the facts from international opinion. The Israeli claim that occupation enhanced 
economic and social development was patently ridiculous. Occupation had rendered 
the economy of the West Bank and Gaza strip entirely dependent on the Israeli 
economy and reduced those territories to mere markets for Israeli goods and 
sources of cheap labour. It had made the Palestinian territories susceptible 
to the inflationary conditions of the Israeli economy, in which. t~e annual rate 
of inflation exceeded 150 per cent, primarily because of expenditure on warfare 
and military adventures against Arab countries and the. Palestinian people. The 
IsraelL author~t~es had hindered the financing of Palestinian deve~opment projects, 
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had closed Arab banks operatlng in the West Bank and Gaza strip and had recently 
imposed a prohibition on the transfer of external financial aid to Palestin~an 
municipalities in the occupied · territor-ies · in order to make the. living conditions 
of the· Pale.stinian people worse and thereby exert more pressure on them to 
emigrate. 

20. In the agricultural sector, the Israeli authorities had confiscated more than 
one third of the total area of the West Bank and Gaza strip, appropriated the main 
water resources of those areas and restricted the use by the Palestinian people 
of water for irrigation and domestic purposes. A consequence of that situation 
had been an adverse structural change in the agricultural sec tor of the occupied 
Palestinian territories and a sharp .decline in its contribution to the Palestinian 
national income. As a result of the Israeli policy of flooding the Palestinian 
market with subsidized Israeli agricultural and other products, many Palestinians 
had had to abandon farming and seek employment in the Israeli economy, where .they 
faced various types of discrimination. 

21. The Palestinian indu~trial sector was suffering from similar problems, caused 
by Israeli policies designed to inhibit its development. The authorities restricted 
and often forbade imports of material and equipment f or Palestinian firms and· 
imposed excessive customs duties on the imports that were allowed. The produc tion 
of the industrial firms in the West Bank and Gaza strip had been geared to meet 
the needs of the Israeli economy, and Palestinian handicrafts had even been 
purchased by the Israeli authorities and exported as Israeli handicrafts. 

22. There was only one way that the Palestinian economy could develop and grow, 
and that was by enabling the Palestinians to exercise their inalienable national 
rights, including the right to return to Palestine, the right to self-de-termination 
and the right to establish an independent State in Palestine. 

23 . The record of Israeli crimes against. the Palestinian people was beyond 
comprehension. Israel appropriated land, water and firms, imposed high taxes and 
had so far demolished over 20,000 Palestinian homes . Israel tortured and murdered ' 
Palestinian prisoners, depotted Palestinians and prevented .them and their academic· 
institutions from r eceiving Arab or international assistance. The Israeli military 
governor of the occupied tetritories had issued a decree prohibiting the granting 
of building licences to Palestinians, · an action which had no parallel in modern 
history. The Palestine Libe.ration Organization called upon all freedom-loving 
peoples and nations in the li 'Orld to force Israel to withdraw from all occupied. 
Palestinian and. other Arab territories, including Jerusalem. The Palestinian 
people urged the Coumittee t.o support their national liberation struggle in order 
to achieve a just peace in t:he Middle East and enable them to regain their 
inalienable national rights 1 build up the Palestinian economy and improve their 
social and economic conditi!tns. 

ORGANIZATION OF WORK 

24. The CHAIRMAN said that the Counni.ttee would not be able to meet the General 
Assembly's dead~ine for the subniasion of resolutions having financial impli~ations 
He. w:ould write to the President of the General Assembly informing him of that fact. 
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AGENDA ITEM 72: SPECIAL ECONOMIC AND DISASTER RELIEF ASSISTANCE (.continued) 

25. Mr. MULLER (Secretary· of the Committee) said that the delegation of Chad 
had become a sponsor of draft resolution A/C . 2/36/L .91. 

The meeting rose at 4.20 p.m. 




