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.'J.'he meetin:;~ was calle~i to order at 3. 30 p.m. 

AG!!!i~DA ITEMS 57 Aim 58 (continued) 

DF.VELOH1ENT AND STRENGTHENING OF GOOD-NEIGHBOURLINESS BETWEF:JIJ STATES: REPORT OF 

THE SECRETARY-GENERAL (A/C.l/36/11, 13; A/C.l/36/L.59; A/36/358, 376 and Add.l, 

457, 552 and 672) 

REVIEH OF THE Ilv1PLE1v1EJIJTATI:JN OF THE DECLARATION OH THE STRENGTHENING OF 

INTEIDTATIOHAL SECURITY (A/C.l/36/L.58, L.6o, L.61:. A/C.l/36/3, 6, 8, 9, 11, 12, 

15~ A/36/65, 68~ 80, 83, 86, 97, 103, 106, 111, 112, 113, 118, 119, 133, 151, 

170, 206, 223, 228, 238~ 257, 332, 347, 348, 349, 358, 359, 365, 386 and Add.l 

and 2, 388, 391, 396, 405, 456, 457, 465, 473, 481, 528, 552, 586, 616, 620, 

650, 672) 

(a) Ir:IPLEHEHTATIO:tT OF THE DECLARATION ON THE STP.ENGTHEJUNG OF INTERNATIONAL 

SECURITY; 

(b) NON-INTERFERENCE IN ~HE INTERNAL AFFAIRS OF STATES; 

(c) IMPLEivfii!r1TATIOH OF THE DECLARATION ON THE PREPARATION OF SOCIETIES FOR 

LIFE IN PEACE: REPOF:T OF THE SECRETARY -GENERAL 

Mr. RAICOTOIUAJNl~ (Madagascar) (interpretation from French): The 

Malagasy delegation continues to believe that the Declaration on the Strengthening 

o:f In·ternational Security is an important document and one that could indu~e 

States to act in strict cc,mpliance with the principles o:f the Charter. For 

reasons o:f their own, some States unfortunately do not feel that they are bound 

by the terms of the DeciJ..m•ation. The constant deterioration of the 

international situation does not seem to have brought about any notable change 

in their thinking in this regard. For our part, we continue to be convinced 

that the document provide:> valuable r:uidelines for promoting world 

st:=tbili ty. 

Speaking in the Committee last year, my delegation stated its views on the 

three international probl·ems that we regard as p~"'tential sources o:f latent danger 
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to peace, in the sense that if no rapid solutions 1·rere foun<l acceptable to the 

rn.embers of the international communi·t;y as e uhole , those problems vrould eventually 

eive rise to frustration and mistrust, vrhich, in turn, wonld ,j eopardize 

the chances of co ·-opero.tion among States . 

At the time, ue cited the inability to produce genuine disarmament, the 

injustice prevailing in international economic relations and the persistence of 

colonialism in certain regions , as well as the policy of ~p~the~d in South 

Africa . 

He shall not eo into detail with reeard to the arr:~uments w·e put forward at 

that time. He vTOuld, for the -sake of clarity, simply recall their substance. 

At that time, He stated that in a situation of domination and exploitation the 

violence and confrontation that vrould result from constant friction betvreen 

oppre ssor and oppressed vrould not fail to have an impact on international 

security. While we urged the rich countries to accept in good faith the 

democratization of international economic relations, 1·Te also drew attention to 

the dilemma of coexistence o:c mutual destruction with which States find themselves 

confronted, given their inability to arrive at disarmament measures at a time 

>rhen nucl ear armaments have increased to such a point that they are capable 

of destroying the VTorld several times over . 

That sad state of contemporary affairs seems even more topicalc. today. ~ some 

evolution, of course, has taken place in the emancipation of peoples and in 

the degree of co-operation among States, but both the nFLture nnd the structure of 

the situa.tion remain fundamentally the same where inter national security is 

concerned . 

No State can feel secure in vieVT of the worseninG of the current international 

situation and the saturation of military arsenals capabl e of blcwinp, up and 

destroying mankind, if only throuf;l'i'· hurilan error or some purel y mechanical 

malfunction. \·:e are entitled to wonder ,,rhether ve are not more secure than 

we mie;ht be tomorrow, given the rate at which the a rms rn.ce 

is increasing. As a practical conclusion, the arms race must stop and genuine 
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disarmament must commence, for disarmament is one of t he prime factors for the 

pr omotion and improvement of international security. The peopl es of the world 

have quite rightly ri sen up and expr essed their anxiety and concern at the 

constantly increasi ng intel'national political and military tension . 

In order to prevent tlte tragedy of a nuclear conf l agration , it is i mperat ive 

and urgent that we act togE!ther to pr eserve peace and consolidate international 

security. Disarmament is ~' complex task that requires considerable time, and no 

one can predict when it will come to pass . Efforts , therefor e, must be devoted 

t o measures to impr ove the international cli mate and to stimulate the quest for 

broad-based agreement and e:o-oper at i on. Strict compliance with the principl es of 

the Charter , in our opinior. , is a necessary prer equisite for a r eversal of this 

highly dangerous trend in present-day international r el ations . It would be naive 

t o expect an i mprovement ir. internati onal security ,.,hen such cardinal principles 

of t he Charter as the non-ttse of force and non-inter ference in the internal affairs 

of States are disregarded. When we look closel y at events on the international 

scene, we must acknowledge that no regi on of the world has been spar ed upheavals 

capable o f degener atinB into even more complicated situati ons. He also r ealize 

that the interference of tl:.ird parties in t he inte rnal affairs of others i s both 

the CA.use and the effect of' such developments. 

Unrest, friction, hotteds of tension and conflict throughout the world cannot, 

after all, be spontaneous rrani festat i ons . Behind them, one a lways finds 

i ll-concealed motivations llri sins .:>ut of political and militar y consi derations . 

In the Middle East, haggling is taking place over the i nalienabl e rights 

of t he Pal estinian people, and the territorial integrity of Cyprus has been 

virtually forgotten . In As i a , scarcely had the wounds of war begun to be tended 

when other a rmed conflicts br oke out, and t he tension there i s increasi ng daily 

because no account is r eally beinB taken of the genui ne aspi rations of the people . 

A number o f pr oposals have been made in an attempt to relieve the tension in that 

r egi on . Among them are those put forward by the Democratic Peopl e ' s Republic of 

Kor ea and intended, on the one hand , t o r eplace the Armistice Agreement 
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vi th a peace treaty and, on the other, to mal:e a ber:inning tmmrds the 

peaceful reunification of Korea within a confederated framework. So far~ there 

does not seem to have been any positive reaction to such initiatives) although 

it seems to us that they could well eliminate the danger of war in that region. 

The campaign of slander being waged against Governments whose political 

choices are not to the liking of certain circles is continuing, to the detriment 

of good--neighbourliness in Latin America. 

On the African continent, South Africa is clinging to Namibia, repressing 

the black population there by means of its odious system of apartheid, committing 

aggression against the People's Republic of Angola and occupying a part of its 

territory. Yet it does so with impunity because certain interests would be 

threatened were anyone to take it into his head to strike r;ack at t~e Pretoria regime. 

Only recently, our brothers in the Seychelles had to repel from their territory 

the barbarous attacks of mercenaries i·rhose aims, never acknowledge, 

could easily be guessed at. Such interventions are inadmissible and call for 

;vigorous measures on the part of the United Nations. 
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vle are profoundly ccnvinced ttat as long as the short-·term interests 

of States prevail in their decisions on international affairs~ it would be 

illusory to hope for peace, and any arrangement for the strengthening of 

international security wculd be precarious. All States, and particularly 

those bearing special responsibilities because of their material and military 

power~ should immediately and unswervingly start eliminating the factors of 

division and distrust and, on the other hand, promote trust and co .. operation 

among States. In this belief, my delegation decided to co--sponsor draft 

resolution A/C.l/36/1.59, submitted by the Socialist Republic of Romania, on 

the nDevelopment and strengthening of good-neighbourliness between States". 

Madagascar, which is an island country" has the advantage and also the 

disadvantage of not having land boundaries with any other country. Scientific 

and technological progres3 in this century has considerably shortened distances 

and placed our territory i.n a privileged position~ one in 1-rhich people of 

virtually every nationa.li·~y pass through every day. In fact we have as many 

neighbours as mainland co·mtries have~ if not more. For us the concept of 

good-neighbourliness is n() longer limited to the sense customarily attributed 

to it. Good~neighbourliness, in this context, could promote mutual understanding 

and the drawing together nf peoples, thus facilitating co-operation in the 

higher interests of all parties. 

Under the Charter the concept of international security demands the 

existence of certain cond:~tions in day-to~~day international life. This means 

that actions contrary to i;he principles of the Charter cannot fail to erode and 

undermine world stability, which is sorely needed today at a time of mounting 

political tension. It al110 means that individual and collective initiatives 

should be taken to stren~;hen and restore stability with a view to achieving 

global and lasting peace. 

l'1an has demonstrated great intelligence and admirable creativity in 

taming the atom; but we nc•w have sufficient reason to fear that the control 

of man's own creation migLt slip from his hands as if it were a monster invented 

by a scientist that turnec. against its own inventor. He firmly hope that man 
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will show the same intellectual powers to create the conditions necessary for 

his well-·being and security and indeed the survival of his own species. 

Mr. CISSE (Mali) (interpretation from French): Mr. Chairman:, first 

of all I should like to convey to you the sincere condolences of the delegation 

of Mali with regard to the aircraft crash that afflicted your country yesterday. 

Being founding members of the Non-Aligned Movement, Yugoslavia and 

Mali have forged solid bonds of friendship and fraternal co-operation. I am 

pleased to extend to you the warmest congratulations and the heartiest greetings 

from the delegation of Mali on your very competent conduct of our debates. 

In the same spirit, my delegation extends its congratulations to your associates. 

If it is true that every people, every nation, every State, approaches 

problems according to its mm sensitivity, its own values, its historical 

identity and its 01m concerns of the moment, it is impossible to define the 

foundations of good-.-neighbouliness outside the context of the aspirations, the 

culture and the values of civilization of the nations. It is not only a 

concept that can be defined in the positive terms of our common humanity 

whereby we seek our identification with others but it is also the concrete 

and indivisible expression of mankind's more human development. This is a 

fundamental issue 'lvhich we need to resolve together. 

Everywhere anu always, relations of good-neighbourliness have been perceived 

as a stabilizing element in human relations, one 1vhich covers various fields 

and functions in a universal or a specific framework, broad or narrow, regional 

or local, with obvious implications. Without good~neighbourliness there can 

be no peace; without peace, there can be no security or development. 

That truism has made and continues to make an impact on all aspects of 

human history. However, especially today, almost everywhere peoples, nations, 

and States are concerned for their security and preoccupied by conflicts, 

armed or otherwise, and international tension. So there is a growing need to 

maintain peace and to restore international stability so that attention will 

not be diverted from the economic and social development of mankind as a whole 

and so that the international community will be prevented from racing towards its 
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annihilation. In today' s international life, in vie;.r of these very threats 

to the balance and even the survival of the world, relations of good-neighbourliness 

must be treated as a matter of serious reflection. In this regard, it is a 

considerable advantage to be able to consider them as a privileged framework, 

one in which nations, great or small, powerful or weak, take the opportunity 

to engage in dialogue to ~;ettle all questions, in keeping with all other 

relevant principles of our Organization. 

Having the political impact of a fundamental objective~ the practice of 

good--neighbourliness is a basic virtue to vrhich Mali ascribes special importance. 

Mali has made it an essential element of its foreign policy. It is therefore 

natural that my country i1: engaging in this collective consideration of the 

question of "good~neighbourliness as well as ways and modalities to enhance 

it_ with a view to preventing conflicts and to increasing confidence among 

States". 

Mali's historical identity, forged over the ages, and the need to reconcile 

traditional African humanism with the efficiency of the modern world continue 

to derive strength from ethical standards based on dialogue and social consensus, 

good faith, respect for one's word and other age-old standards which determine 

the conduct of indi vidualE: and communi ties, including the State. 

!,1J;y country, which haf. seven borders, has since its independence worked 

for the introduction, mairttenance and strengthening of the principle of 

good-neighbourliness. It is a fundamental axiom of Mali's conduct in the 

concert of nations, in a ·Forld confronting major difficulties, including the 

question of survival, at the international, the regional and the subregional level. 

The institutionalization of good-neighbourly relations on the political, 

economic and cultural levE·ls gives proof of our profound determination to 

work for a just peace for the benefit of neighbouring countries, on a consistent 

socio-political and juridical basis. 

The instruments for implementing good-neighbourly relations are mar:y and 

varied, and I shall not try to enumerate them here. I shall simply mention 
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the following. First, there are the regional economic arrangements~ such as 

the Economic Community of Hest Africa consisting of six neighbouring States: 

the Ivory Coast, Mali, Mauritania, Niger, Senegal and Upper Volta; and the 

Community of West African States consisting of 16 countries: Benin, Cape Verde 9 

Ivory Coast, Gambia, Ghana, Revolutionary Peoplefs Republic of Guinea~ 

Guinea-Bissau, Liberia, Mali, Hauritania, Niger, Nigeria, Senegal Sierra Leone, 

Togo and Upper Volta. 
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Next, there is the Orsanization of Saharan States, including the 

People's Denocratic Republi::! of Algeria, the Libyan Arab Jamahiriya, Mali, 

Hauritania, Niger anc1 Chad. 

There is also the Organization for the Development of the Senec;al River, 

including Hali, Hauritania and Sener;al, and the LiptakcJ-Gourma Group, including 

Upper Volta, Mali and Nige::-. 

The Niger Basin Autho:~ity includes the United Republic of Cameroon, 

the Ivory Coast" the Peopl·:.: 1 s Republic of Guinea, UIJper Volta, Hali, Niger, 

Nigeria and Chad. 

There are aGreements covering administrative assistance between border 

authorities vrhich bind Hal:. to all its neighbours. There are joint commissions 

i·rhich every year provide an opportunity bilaterally to assess Hali 1 s 

co-operation \·rith its neighbours and its other partners. 

Regular consultations take place, featuring friendship visits and working 

visits at the highest level , as -vrell as r:;oodivill missions. 

Although set in a his·;orical context, the concept of good neighbourliness 

is abstract langua[;e. It is the language of the features of the human 

condition. It is the langtage of universal rationality or man's intellieence. 

Hithout neglecting thE· philosophical implications of this concept, 

the delegation of l'!iali is convinced, at a time when the future of mankind is 

threatened ever~rhere by pclitical and economic imbalance which we are all 

familiar with, the practice of good neighbourliness is and will remain a 

powerful tool to create, restore and build confidence among States, in particular 

among neighbouring countries. It is by committing oneself to respect the rules 

of eood neighbourliness that one can hope to maintain security and 

international stability. 

It is by respecting the rules of good neighbourliness that one will 

surely put an end to conflicts, the disastrous consequences of ivhich are 

a clear denial of the relevant provisions of the United Nations Charter to 

\·rhich we have all subscribed. 



HLG/bo A/C.l/36/PV.49 
12 

\1e have a duty to redouble our efforts to seek together ways and means 

of reducing and removing the tensions which, directly or indirectly, 

thrc:aten the life of each of our States. Aside from these moral connotations, 

and considering today's realit , this vision calls for a clea.r political 

will in keeping -vrith the principle of the primacy of the rule of la\v 

over force and violence. 

'I'herefore the delegation of iiali of the view that:. as a matter of 

urgency, 1>1e draft an international legal instrwnent ~overninr; 

good neighbourliness. 

The CHAIRMAN: I deeply appreciate the renresentative 

of Mali 1 s touching -vrords of condolence on the· occasion of the 

disaster involving a Yugoslav airliner. 

At the same time, I should lilce to thank him for the ldnd terms in ,.rhich 

he referred to the officers of the Committee and to myself. 

~1r. KRAVETS (Ukre.inian Soviet Socialist Republic) (interpretation from 

Russian): Hr. Chairman, the delegation of the Ukrainian SSR would like to convey to 

you and, through you, to the people of Yugoslavia our profound condolences 

in connexion with the very grave crash of a Yugoslav aircraft at 

the cost of so many lives. 

The consideration of the question of the implementation of the 

Declaration on the Strengthening of International Security is taking place 

this year against a background of sharply heightened tension and a 

significant growth in the threat of nuclear vrar, Having made a sharp turn 

in its policies at the beginning of the 1980s the United States has 

undertaken actions which are undermining the foundations of the structure 

of international security. It has thereby hurled a challencr,e 

at the principles and purposes of the United Nations Charter, the 

United Nations Declaration on the Strengthening of International Security and 

other basic decisions of this Organization. 
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vihat constitutes thE! mounting threat to international security at the 

time? First of all, it is the result of the United States 

policy of attaining military supremacy over the Soviet Union and the socialist 

ccnnnuni ty, relying on a ion of strength and blaclcmail in international 

relations. 

This reckless policy takes the practical form of a significant increase 

in the alreaC:ty excessively inflated military budget of that country and an 

uncontrolled increase in the ne"H programmes of armaments, particularly 

nuclear nissiles, the ir.tensification of military preparations in various 

parts of the world and gross interference in the internal affairs of other 

countries. 

At the same time, or.e hears being bandied about in the United States 

variants of the idea of rreventive use of nuclear \·reapons, 

takinc; advantage of the E.urprise effect, and other ac;gressive 

doctrines. 

The United States military strategy at the present time, which allows 

for the possibility and the acceptability of nuclear war, is 

in every aspect capable cf causing a nuclear disaster. Such an 

irresponsible approach to the fate of mankind cannot fail to arouse alarm 

among all sober minded 

In this respect, we wish to refer to the major significance of the 

Declaration on the Prevention of a Nuclear Catastrophe recently adopted in 

the First Committee on the initiative of the Soviet Union. Given 

the evidence of destabilization in the international situation and the 

undermininc; of internatio2al security, what strengthening of international 

security can ve possibly talk about when, for example, large scale efforts 

are being made to deploy 1ew military bases outside the frontiers of the 

United States? And that is being done at a time when more than 150 large 

naval and air bases are aLready deployed around the Soviet Union and the other 

socia.list States. In addition to the American troops 1-rho number about 

500,000, deployed in 16 c ::mntries, ne-vr standing armed units are being 

stationed in the Near and Middle East. 
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Another blmr to the purposes and principles of the United Nations 

Declaration on the Strengthenine; of International Security is the aggressive 

United States policy of interference in the internal c:tffairs of sovereign 

States and their subversive actions ac;ainst national liberation movements. 

In fact, it is not defence ae;ainst the mythical Soviet military threat, but 

rather tlle aims of neo·~colonization of the newly emancipated countries 

that are promoterl by the present and proposed United States 

military bases throughout the 1-mrld" 

An important area for hegemonistic aims of the United States is Africa. 

'The Uhite House has openly tal\:en under its protection the racists of Pretoria, 

\·rho l1ave stepped up their aggression against the independent countries of 

Africa" Hith the help of South Africa, e;roups of mercenaries and terrorists 

lmve been formed vrhose aim is the destabilization of the situation in 

}\.ne;ola J iozambique and other front-line States, and the suppression of the 

national liberation movement in Namibia" 

Ncr is the United States neGlectine; Latin America. Direct 

interference is occurring in the internal affairs of El Salvador, and subversive 

actions are being undertaken against Nicars,gua and the campaign of 

threats and provocation against the Republic of Cuba is being stepped up. 

Together uith China, the United States is in effect waging an 

undeclared war against Afr;hanistan, interfering in the internal affairs of 

Kam:9uchea and pursuinF, its aggressive policies to-vrards Viet Nam. 

Asia, Latin America, Africa - such is the rane;e of the hegemonistic 

ambitions of Hashington" 

In the light of the foregoing, the delegation of the Ukrainian SSR 

attaches great significance to the preparation of the Declaration on the 

Inadwissibility of Intervention ancl. Interference in the Internal Affairs of 

States" The vital interests of the world community urgently require prompt 

1neasures to strengthen peace and international security, and a shift to a 

sound, realistic course of nee;otiations on the basis of equity, 

vith renunciation of attempts to disrupt the existing 11lilitary balance 

and to dictate one v s will to others. It is precisely this that is the alm 
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of the peace programme for· the 1980s adopted by the Communist Party of 

the Soviet Union at its t;.·enty-sixth Congress. As L. I. Brezhnev said at 

the Congress: 
11The measures proposed by us cover a wide range of problems. 

They concern nuclear missiles and conventional weapons, ground troops 

and naval and air forces. They relate to the situation in Europe, 

in the Middle and Near East and the Far East, and they also involve 

measures of a political and military nature. These measures have 

one aim and desire in common: to do our utmost to rid the peoples 

of the world of the threat of nuclear war and to preserve peace on 

earth." 
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At the centre of the Soviet initiatives put forward at the Congress is the 

question of further measures to strenr,then peace in Europe. In considering the 

question of the implementation of the United Nations Declaration on the 

Strengthening of International Security, the majority of delegations in the First 

Committee have steadfastly indicated that the situation in Europe is an important 

element for stability throughout the world. The Final Act of the Helsinki 

Conference and its system of confidence-building measures have b~ccme a significant 

stage towards the solution of the tasks indicated in the Declaration. The new 

Soviet proposals are also an important contribution to the implementation of the 

aims of the Declaration. 

The delegation of the Ukrainian SSR welcomes the start in Geneva of Soviet

American negotiations on the reduction of medium-range nuclear systems in Europe. 

Of course, one can hope for the successful outcome of those negotiations only if 

the questions are resolved after all relevant factors have been taken into account 

and on the basis of equality and of equal security for both sides. As was 

emphasized recently by the First Secretary of the Central Committee of the 

Ukrainian Communist Party, v. V. Shcherbitsky: 

"Our people wants peace in conditions of equality and equal 

security. That is why we advocate negotiations with the United States 

and strive for the reduction of armaments. 11 

One of the most important tasks of our day is the elimination of existing 

hotbeds of international conflict and their prevention in the future. The 

socialist countries advocate the strengthening of international security not 

only in Europe but throughout the world, both in the Near East, where it is 

high time for a return to honest collective efforts for a comprehensive and just 

settlement, and in the Middle East, in the region of the Indian Ocean and the 

Persian Gulf, and in southern Africa, Furthermore, it was concern for the 

preservation of peace in such an important area as the Far East that motivated 

the Soviet proposal for the application there of confidence-building measures 

in the military sphere. The delegation of the Ukrainian SSR entirely supports 

the initiative of the Mongolian People's Republic for the conclusion of a 

convention on non-aggression and the non-use of force among the States of Asia ana 
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the Pacific. He have cons:.stently advocated the normalization of the situation 

on the Korean peninsula and the withdrawal of foreign troops from South Korea, 

and we expr.::ss our solidar:.ty with the struggle of the Korean Democratic People's 

Republic to unify Korea on a peaceful democratic basis without interference from 

outside. The relevant proposals of the Korean Democratic People's Republic are 

a sound basis for the solution of these problems. 

The constructive and concrete peace initiatives of socialism contrast with 

the policies of unrestrainE:d heightening of tension and of brinkmanship pursued 

by the ruling circles of the United States. 

In the recent past thE: ltlestern Powers have sought to justify these 

adventuristic policies by ~:.ttempting, as it were, to 11link11 the consideration of 

international problems such as disarmament and detente measures with various 

events occurring in the international arena. We can also discern a tendency to 

blame the socialist countries for any development in the world which is not to 

the liking of the Western Powers. 

For instance, the effc,rts of the Western Powers to describe the national 

liberation struggle of the peoples of Namibia or Palestine as "international 

terrorism" and to present matters as thout;h, in extending support to them, the 

Soviet Union was supposedly actine; on the side of terrorists will not withstand 

critical analysis. That struggle~ as is well known, is recognized as a lawful 

one in United Nations deciEions and is the legitimate reaction of peoples to the 

polic of aggression and the preservation of colonialism, neocolonialism and 

apartheid pursued by the imperialist Powers and the racists. 

In conclusion, the delegation of the Ukrainian SSR considers it necessary 

that the United Nations shculd do its utmost to perform its central task - the 

strengthening of internaticnal peace and security - and that the General Assembly 

should, in adopting this yEar a resolution on the matter, resolutely call for a 

positive solution of pressing international problems and draw attention to the 

need for an active and thorough dialogue and negotiations in all forms and at 

all levels, including the l:ighest, for the development of urgent joint action to 

reduce the threat of war, to curb the arms race and to ensure world peace. 
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The CHAIR~VlN: I thank the representative of the Ukrainian Soviet 

Socialist Republic for the touching words of condolence he addressed to the people 

of Yugoslavia on the occasion of the tragedy of the air disaster. 

Mr. LIANG Yufan (China) ( interpretation from Chinese): Mr. Chairman, 

before I speak on the item in question, allow me on behalf of the Chinese 

delegation to express our profound sympathy and condolences with regard to 

the air disaster that has befallen Yugoslavia. 

There are two items - Development and strengthening of good-neighbourliness 

between States, and Review of the implementation of the Declaration on the 

Strenc;theninc; of International Security - on today's agenda, and I should like 

to state the views of the Chinese delegation. 

To oppose and put an end to wars of aggression, to safeguard international 

peace and security, to establish good-neighbourly relations between States is the 

urgent desire of the people of the entire world. The thirty-sixth session of the 

United Nations General Assembly this year has had a positive debate on the question 

of safeguarding international peace and security. By forcefully condemning the 

acts of aggression and interference committed directly or indirectly by the 

super-~Powers, by standing up for what is .just and what is right, this debate has 

served to uphold the solemnity of the United Nations Charter. 
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The draft resolution uhich before the First Cor.mlittee on the question of 

development and strenc;thenill~ of c;ood-neir.;hbourliness betueen States in 

document I\./C .l/36/L. 5() reaf:~irns the rejection of any acts seeldnc to establish 

zones of influence or dor:1ination. 

Dra.ft resolution A/C .l/36/L.60 on the question of strene:;theninc; 

international security points out that it is recourse to the threat or use 

of force intervention) interference, aeo;Gression and foreign occupation and 

tendencies to divide the vrm·ld into spheres of influence and domination by bir,_; 

Pmrer:::: and blocs 9 as ':Tell an colonialism a.nd racism" that endanc;er and 

undermine international pee.ee and security. It ac;ain the legi ti~nacy 

of thC' of peoples nnde!' colonial domination foreic;n occupation or 

racist and urces L!enber States to increase support for and 

solidarity with their national liberation moventents. 

The draft resolution on non-interference in the internal affairs of 

States ~mel the annexed draft decle,ration in docunent I'~./C .l/36/L.61 call on 

all foreic;n forces engaged :~n military occupation, interventicn or interference to 

'\dthdrau conpletely to thei::- mm territories. They the.t it is the 

States to refrain from the ·:;hreat or use of force in any form whatsoever 

to violo.t :-: the existing intc~rnationally recognized boundaries of another 

Str->.te, to disrupt the !?Olit:l.cal) social or economic order of other States~ 

to overthrow or chanc;e the )Olitical system of another State or its Government. 

They further declare that j::; is the right and duty of States not to 

reco::;nize situations brouc;b:~ about the threat or use of force or acts 

undertaken in contravention of the principle of non-intervention and 

non--interference. All thes·~ are positive provisions in the context of 

safeguardinG internationa~ :?eace and security. 

In of the annual debate at the United Nations in recent years on the 

question of strenc;theninc i1ternational security, ree;rettably international 

security has not only not b~en strengthened, but the international situation 

has become even more tense 1nd turbulent. Old problems have not been solved 

'·rhile nev ones continue to ·:!rop up. Nmr 'tvhy is that'.? 

of 
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It is becsuse the tuo super~Pouers are intensifyinG their rivalry for 

hec;enony throuc;hout the uorld. The arms race continues unabated because both 

of thcl'l are tryinr: to build up their military strenr~th. They are also 

ste21pinr; up their acts of ac.;c;ression, interference and subversion in various 

parts of the 1mrld. All of these have underl'lined international security 

cmd c;oocl-neic;hbourliness betHeen States, and the thircl.-uorld countries are 

the ones uhich directly suffer the most. 

One super-PoHer is tr~rincc; stubbornly to maintain the old order and 

j ee.lously c;uarding its vested interests. It aids and abets the Israeli 

expansionists and the South I\.frican racists, thereby setting itself against the 

Arab r:mu African peoples. Israel has flagrantly attacl:ed the nuclear reactor 

of Iraq, repeatedly invaded Lebanon and continues to occupy the territories 

of 1\.rab countries. The South African racist regime defies the resolutions of 

the United Nations, continues its illec;al occupation of ITamibia and repeateclly 

launches attacks ac;ainst the front-line States. That they have been so arroc;ant 

and truculent in traBpline:; upon the norms of international relations is 

inselX'.rable from the support and connivance of the super-Pmrer. This super .. Povrer 

also refuses to 1dthdrau its military forces from South I~orea, thereby 

obstructinc; the peaceful reunification of Korea and producinc; an adverse 

impact on TJeace and security in North-East Asia. 

The other super~-Povrer, riding on the momentwn of its expansion, is extremely 

adventurous and constitutes the most serious' threat to international security. 

Its all~out proc;ramme of arus expansion is aimed at obte.ininc; an over-all 

military superiority over the \'Test. It lS stepping up its preparations for 

fightinc different types of 1rar and developinc; its nuclear and conventional 

Heapons. Dacked by its nuclear blackmail, it carries out ac;c;ression and 

unbriclled expansion by means of its conventional forces. Not satisfied vrith 

the larce tracts of territories of neic;hbourinc; countries that it already 

occupies, it is still tryinc; by every possible means to expand its own sphere 

of influence. It even uent as far as dispatchin,n; a large army to invade and 

occupy a ueak, small, neighbourinc; country. It is now deployinr; for ac;gression 
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throu;.;hout the -vrorld, but t:1e focus of :its is 1n Europe. It 

creating tension by deployi1c; larce mJJ'lbers of troops and ne·r weapons on the 

eas.tern and vrestern fronts 'tnd by cArrying out frequent military manoeuvres 

in a shou of force. 

In its southward drive for the purpose of c;rabbinc; :9laces of 

importance and of controllinG the sea lanes in the Gulf rec;ion in order to 

outfLml~ from the lii:idle I.:ast and Africa~ aluays avoids Hhere the 

strenc;th is and goes for ti12 soft underbelly of those recions. It also 

stepping up its infiltration and expansion in America. 

'l'his super-Pmrer is sophisticated and cunning in its tactics 

for the hecemonic of aggression and expansion. It very 

adept at carrying out arr:1ed aggression under the srJokescreen of peace. It 

has created the theory of sovereic;nty 11 and invG.ded a member of the 

soc st comr.:mnity in the name of "preventing counterrevolutionary 

restoration and of protectinc:: the fruits of soc It is at monent 

threateninG another European for similar reasons. Resorting to the pretext 

of respondin::; to the so~cB .. lled invitation of regimes and of fulfilling 

oblic;e.tions under so-·called treaties of frienclship and co-operation, 

murders the leaders of lauful Governr.1ents and and occupies independent 

and 

and 

countries. Eometimes it hides behind the scenes and 

others to a surrogate vrar. It describes its 

against other countries as the 11internal affairs 11 of those countries, vThile 

vili the righteous e.cts of others in opposing agc;ression and supportinc; 

each other as 110utside inte·rference". It is customary for this super-Povrer to 

resort to such hegemonist , Hhich is a reversal of vrhat 

and uhat i·rrong. 

is the culprit for undermininc; international security 

and c;ood.-neighbourliness amonc States and the source of international tension, 

Be it or re::;ional ~ they are both vrildly 8l'lbitious and bent 

on expansion everYi.rhere. Uith the building up of its military strength, 

hec;emonis:11 is becoming morE~ and !'lore anbitious in its expansion. As a result 

there has been an uninterrupted series of inc 

scale. 

s of ac;gression of varyiug 
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IIore and more people have come to realize that, in order to safeguard 

international security, its is necessary to oppose hcr;emonism. On the eve 

of the Second :rorld Hfl.r some countries did not discern in time Hhere the threat 

of ua:r uas coming from and, therefore, failed to unite effectively to cope 

vrith such a threat. In the end the peoples of the 'rorld paid a heavy price. 
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That bitter lesson of history teaches us that appeasement 1·rill only 

breed trouble, that aggressors will never lay dovm their arms of their 

ovm accord and that peace can be attained not by begging but by the united 

struggle of the people of the uorld. 

The correct vray to strtmgthen international peace and security and 

GOOd-neighbourliness among ~)tates is for the people of the world to unite 

and "\vage a resolute struggle a13ainst the hegemonists, who are undermining 

international peace and security. 

The present session of the United Nations General Assembly has adopted 

by the overvhelming majorit;r of more than 100 votes hro resolutions o calling, 

respectively, for the Hithd:~awal of foreign troops from Afghanistan, and for 

the withdrawal of Vietnames1: troops from Kampuchea. Those resolutions once 

again reflect the just posi1;ion and determination of the international 

community to safeguard inte:~national security. 

It is ludicrous for tht= hegemonists to clarnour about a so~called China 

threat in an attempt to escape condemnation and to distract attention. China 

does not seek hegemony~ China does not have a sine;le soldier or any military 

base on foreign soil. The ,:suiding principle of China 1 s foreign policy is to 

oppose hegemonism and to sa::eguard world peace. The people of China has 

long suffered from wars of aggression and, therefore, deeply appreciates the 

value of peace. The people of China requires an environment of lasting 

international peace for its socialist modernization. China has alimys 

advocated that relations am)ng States and among neiGhbours should be based 

on the five principles of: mutual respect of soverei~nty and territorial 

integrity, mutual non-aggre3sion, non-interference in the internal affairs 

of others, equality and mut .1al benefit, and peaceful coexistence. 

China is prepared to d) its share for the strengthening of international 

security and for good-neighbourliness among States. 

The CHAIRHAH: I should like to express my deep appreciation to 

the representative of China for his touching words of condolence on the occasion 

of the air disaster and the ensuing human loss suffered by the people of 

Yugoslavia. 
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~1r..: TSVL:TICOy_ (Bulgaria) (interpretation :from French) : Hr. Chairman, 

may I convey to you the condolences of the delegation of Bul3aria on 

the disaster involving a Yugoslav aircraft. \!e join in the 

expressions of sym:pathy for the Yu.r.;oslav people and the families of those 

vrho v·rere killed. 

The present session 1 s debate on the strengthening of international 

security takes place at a time when the international situation has been 

complicated by some very disturbing trends. The policies of the imperialist 

and hegemonist forces have seriously aggravated international tension by 

heightening the risk of military adventures. In the policies of certain 

imperialist Pm-1ers, once again the techniques resorted to have been taken 

from the arsenal of the cold ivar and the policy based on a position of strength. 

In this connexion, there is a real danger that the realistic political 

approach that characterized the 1970s will be replaced by an inappropriate, 

unbalanced approach to problems of international relations. The thinly

disr,uisecl intent of the United States to obtain military superiority 

is a clear expression of these trends. Allegations that this is a matter 

of restoring a supposed breal~dovm in the military balance have no foundation 

uhat soever. Attempts to pollute the political environment by hysterical 

caiilpaigns about alleged 11Soviet military superiority 11 have proven many 

times in the past to be totally groundless. The United States scarcely 

conceals its plans to obtain the military superiority that would allm·r it 

unilaterally to impose its solutions to international problems from a 

position of streng-th. That policy is a threat to international peace and 

security and, in particular, to the security of the countries of the 

third world. The temptation to settle disputes by force could set off an 

uncontrollable chain reaction which, in turn~ might ultimately lead to 

the destruction of human civilization. The psychosis thus fanned has 

created a climate of distrust and forced States to divert ever-growing 

funds to military purposes, to the detriment of their socio-economic 

development • 
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naturally, as has frequently been stressed in this Comr;littee, the 

thesis that an arms build-up could contribute to the stren&thening of 

international security is unacceptable. Every action in this field produces 

a counter-reaction. i'-foreOi"er, threats to security inevitably lead to 

respective defensive counter-measures. A new spiral in the s.rms race would 

ultimately raise the level of existing insecurity. Qualitative technological 

imnrovements in this area ~rould only increase unct>rtainties over concepts of 

defence and create growing difficulties in the limitation of the absurd arms 

race. That is why there J'emains onl;r one way to strengthen 

security in the world. And that is arms limitation and their substantial 

reduction until the achiev~ment of general and complete disarmament. 

The establishment of .1ppropriate co-operation in this field requires 

systematic efforts to over ::ome the danger of anti-communism, w·ith its 

primitive paranoia? vrinning the day. This ldnd of co-operation presupposes 

respect for the principle Jf equal security and of the legitimate erests 

of the opposing side. The specific path towards such co~operation involves 

contacts and the beginning of a dialogue to achieve mutually acceptable 

understandings on outstanding issues and the key questions of the strenc,'thening 

of peace and security. 

At the international :neeting on detente, held in Sofia last iiay the 

Chairman of the State Council of the People's Republic of Bulgaria, Todor Zhivkov 0 

reflecting the profoundest aspirations of the Bulgarian people to contribute 

to the success of the struggle for Tleace, stressed that peace can only be 

ensured by joint efforts and the goodwill of all countries. He stated, 

1n particular, the following: 

"Everyone must rral~e a contribution" everyone must follmr the 

path leading to this most noble goal. That is why dialogue -

broad and constructive dialogue, dialogue conducted w·ith goodwill 

and on the basis of Equal rights and mutual advantage - today 

represents the best n.eans of achieving a solution to the problems of 

every State and of all mankind.n 
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In this cormexion the Bulgarian delegation notes with satisfaction the opening 

of the Soviet-American dialogue in Geneva. We are thoroughly convinced of the need 

for this first step to be followed by others, which would unquestionably contribute 

to the strengthening of confidence, to the stability of the international situation 

and to security throughout the world. \ve note with satisfaction also the adoption 

by our Committee of important draft resolutions vrhich once again bear witness to 

the interest of the overwhelming majority of States in working in a constructive and 

co-operative spirit to resolve the urgent problems that confront mankind today. 

Among these documents the Declaration on the prevention of nuclear catastrophe 

and the draft resolution on the conclusion of an international treaty prohibiting 

the stationing of weapons of any kind in outer space, which was adopted on the 

proposal of the Soviet Union, have a special place. Agreement on practical 

measures set forth in other resolutions on disarmament could also contribute to the 

strengthening of international security. In this regard we attach particular 

importance to the forthcoming special session devoted to disarmament. 

It is well known that the strengthening of international security is closely 

linked with the elimination of tension in several of the world's sensitive areas. 

Here mention should be made of the gravity of the problem of the Middle East. 

Political developments in that area have shown that separate bargaining of the 

Camp David type, far from being effective, ultimately only complicates a situation. 

The United States-Israeli Agreement on strategic co-operation, which has just been 

signed, will in practice only encourage the aggressor. The People's Republic of 

Bulgaria is firmly convinced that a comprehensive solution of this problem on an 

equitable and realistic basis can only be achieved with the combined efforts of all 

the parties concerned in the context of an appropriate international conference 

with the participation of the Palestine Liberation Organization. 

We support the just struggle of the 's Republic of Korea and the Korean 

people for the peaceful reunification of their country, free of foreign interference. 

As the recent aggressive acts of the racists in Pretoria against the 

People's Republic of Angola have shown, the conflict in southern Africa is 

spreading. That situation makes it incumbent upon the United Nations to take 

action and irr~ose comprehensive sanctions on Pretoria, thus compelling South 

African racists to bow to the frequently expressed will of the international 

community. 
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The escalation in the campaign of threats and pressure unleashed 

recently by the United States against the Republic of Cuba is also 

deeply disturbing. That dangerous ~arne playing with fire and the policy 

of blackmailing other States in the area must be stopped. 

Ten years ago the Declaration on the Strengthening of International Security 

began to play a useful role in United Nations efforts to consolidate a system 

of international and political ~egal norms governing relations among States. 

The draft declaration prepared by the non-aligned countries on 

non-intervention and non-interference in the internal affairs of States 

and other important documents now being prepared are most timely. 

The question of strengthening the effectiveness of the principle of 

non-use of force in international relations continues to be particularly 

relevant. My country is working actively within the framework of the 

Special Committee on the preraration of a world-wide agreement on the non-use 

of force. 

The above-mentioned dccurnents unambiguously reaffirm the role of the United 

Nations, and in particular its principal organs, in the search for effective 

means to solve the problems confronting mankind. According to the United 

Nations Charter, the Security Council has a special responsibility in this 

regard since it is responsible for the preservation of international peace 

and security. In the opinion of my delegation - and we are quite convinced 

of this - a special meeting cf the Security Council at the highest level 

would give the desired momentum to the Council's efforts to bring about a 

lasting, mutually acceptable solution to critical situations and potential 

conflicts. 
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/is part of the effort to strengthen international security at the 

~;lobal level, stress should be laid on measures to strenr:then security in tr.e 

various rer~ions of the Horld. It c;oes uithout sayinc; that the sense of 

initiative of concerned. rec;ions is of primary iNportance if such mes.sures 

are to be effective, Fe are convinced that pror:ress in efforts to 

the Declaration of the Indian Ocean as a Zone of Peace and 

in the search for political solutions to situations in the region of the 

Persian Gulf, in South East Asia, in the l!idcUe :Cast and elseuhere can 

be achieved only if there is respect for the lee;itimate interests of the 

countries concerned. '.'e believe that proc;ress of that kind ~>rould 

be a notable contrioution to the strengtheninz of peace and security 

throue;hout the uorld. 

As a part of Europe, my country 1s keenly interested in the 

strengthening of security on the old continent. Hi thin t1::e framevrork of 

the I·C,adrid Conference on Security and Co·,OIJeration Eurone, we are 

making every effort to ensure the adoption of IJractical action to 

implement the Final Act of Helsinl;:i, >v-hile we attach primary 

importance to the convening of a European conference on military detente 

and disarmament. 

Tlc.e proposals of the countries of the socialist cormnunity at the 

Vienna ner:otiations on the reduction of armed forces and armaments in 

Central Europe in our opinion constitute a constructive basis to get the 

current negotiations out of the that has ccme ubout 

because of the attitude of the Hestern side. 

As a Balkan country 0 the Peopless Republic of Bulgaria attaches 

particular importance to the situation in the Balkans and to the development 

of its relations Hith the other countries of the area, cotmtry 's 

ccnsistent policy of principle in support of peace" mutual understanding 

and co--operation full:y accords vri th the principles of the Declaration on 

the Strene;thenin3 of International Security. At the hrelfth congress of 

the Bulgarian Communist Party, the 1 s Republic of Bule;aria, 

fTUided by the principles of the Final Act of Helsinki, its 

will to sie;n with neighbourinr: countries bilateral ar:reements concerninr:; a 

code of relations of n;ood-neirrhbourliness, mutual renunciation of territorial 
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claims and a ban on the use c f the territories of contr\ctinrr parties for mutually 

hostile acts and ~1nrposes. J, nunber of other ideas were c;,iven concrete fori" 

by the hrelfth congress as rE'c;,ards the extension of bilateral co--operation 

ancl the pursuit of multilateral Balkan co--operation in matters of 

common interest, in those concrete areas on which an understanding 

already exists. 

In his state!,lent to the solemn ueetinc; devoted to the 1, 300th anniversary 

of the foundinG of the Bulc;,arian State 9 the President of the Council of State 

of the Peoplevs Republic of 1\ulcaria, Todor Zhivkov, r,ave nev expression to 

our constructive policy rec;arding the Balkans. He stated: 

:He warmly support the idea of making the Ballcans a nuclear~free 

zone. He propose to orr;anize next year ln Sofia a neetinr; of Balkan 

Heads of State devoted to this problem. 'l'he transformation of the 

Ball;:ans into a denucle::trized zone Hm.Jld neet the interests of our 

peoples. It uould be an essential contribution to a heP"lthier 

international climate, to making Europe a continent free of nuclear 

weapons, and it vrould bE, a further victory for peace. n 

Those are the positions of principle that have guided and w-ill continue 

to c;,uide the foreign policy of tl::.e People's Republic of Bulgaria in 

collective efforts 1-rithin the United Nations fully to iLlplement the 

Declaration on the Strengtheninrj of International Security. 
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.TI_l.:=: CHL::..!Rl'~Li\1: I should like to express my deep appreciation to the 

rer~esentative of for the touchinG words of condolences to the people of 

and to the families of those who vrere victims of the air disaster. 

I·Jr. HEL~ER (Mexico) (interpretation from Spanish): I should like 

first, on behalf of the delegation of I•Iexico, to convey my sympathy to and 

solidarity 1-rith the Yue;oslav people in connexion vrith the recent crash of a 

Yugoslav ~ircraft. 

The purpose of my statement is to introduce, on behalf of the sponsors of 

draft resolution A/C.l/36/L.42, ~ revised draft in document A/C.l/36/L. /Rev.l. 

The revised draft is the result of intensive consultations on a subject 

of particular significance to the international community. As delegations will 

note some changes have been made in the preamble and in the operative part of 

the text. The second paragraph of the preamble nmr contains a reference to the 

SALT I CCf';reement,, and more substantive changes have been made in the operative 

part. Operative parae;raph l: 11l'Totes that the Treaty bet1-1een the United States 

of America and the Union of Soviet Socialist Republics on the Limitation of 

Strategic Offensive Arms (SALT TI) has not yet been ratified 11
• 

Operative paragraph 2: 11Urges that the process begun by the SALT I Treaty and 

sic;nature of the SALT II 'l'reaty should continue and be built upon 11
, t.hA.t is, used 

as a basis for further progress. 

Operative 3: 11Trusts that the signatory States >vill continue to refrain 

from any act >·rhich vo1:ld defeat the object and purpose of that process;;. 

Operative paragraph h: 11Urges the United States of America and the Union 

of Soviet Socialist Republics, >dth reference to ::·esolutions 34/87 F of 

11 December 1979 and 35/156 of 12 December 1980, to pursue negotiations, 

in accordance with the principle of equality and equal security, lookine; i:'-•vard 

the achievement of an agreement which will provide for substantial reductions 

and significant qualitative limitations of strategic arms • 

Operative paragraph 5: iiHelcomes the commencement of nee;otiations in 

Geneva, 81-ritzerland on 30 November 1981 between representatives of the United 

States of America and the Union of Soviet Socialist Republics on nuclear arms 

control in accordance uith the joint communique issued by Secretary of State 

Hai13 and Poreie;n Minister Gromyko on September 1981 !I 'l'he two 
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representatives lvJ,d exchanc;ed views on arms control embracing 'tveapons which 

had previously been scussed by representative::> of the two countries. 

1ne communique at that time stated that both countries attached great 

sic;nificance to the importance of the negotiations and would do their utmost 

to achieve an appropriate agreement. 

Operative paragraphs 6, 7 and 8 essentially involve renumbering nore than 

anything else. Operative paragraph 6: sses the need that both parties bear 

constantly in mind that not only their national interests but also the vital 

interests of all the peopl<:s of the world are at stake 11
• 

Operative parac;raph 7 : "Invites the Governments of the Union of Soviet 

Socialist Republics and thE United States of America to keep the General Assembly 

appropriately informed of ihe results of their nec;otiations, in conformity 

with the provision of para[;raphs 27 and 114 of the Final Document of the first 

special ses of the Gem:ral Assembly devoted to disarmament". 

Operative paragraph 8: the last paragraph: "Decides to include in the 

provisional agenda of its i;hirty-seventh session the 

arms limitation talks 2
•

11 

entitled 1 Strategic 

The sponsors of the revised draft resolution hope that it can be adopted 

without vote. 

The CHAIRMAN: I vrish to express my 

representative of Hexico for his expression of condolences to and solidarity 

with the people of Yugosla'ria. 

l1r. GAYAM.A. (Congo) (interpretation from French): A careful examination 

of international society a3 it is developing shows that, like national societies, 

it is engaged in a conti:1uing search for peace, security, cohesion and 

development. 

The subjects involved in this long-term venture .. States, 

organizations and individu~ls - have as their prime task the 

improvement of the framework of the c;ood relations they h·.we estn.blished 

among themselves. They also must devise other contributions of adequate number 

and quality to serve the 1 and other structures set up for the same 

purpose. 
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It would not be superfluous to add that a deliberate political will to 

promote peaceful coexistence, non-aggression and the negotiated settlement 

of disputes, designed to minimize as far as possible anything that could be 

a threat to international peace and security, is a condition that would be 

conducive to the establishment of a world of harmony and a world determined 

to turn its back on war and other war-like manifestations, such as political 

or economic imperialism and policies of colonial or racial domination. 

However, the disregard on the part of some of the major actors in the 

international political game, and sometimes even their scorn, for the machinery 

referred to in the Declaration on the Strengthening of International Security 

or for the principle of good-neighbourliness provides us today with the sad 

picture of a world which has lost its bearings and which no longer believes 

in dialogue and concerted agreement, because of generalized distrust of partners 

and of options resting exclusively on violence and comparative strength. 

We are not referring only to the presumed chronic crises such as those 

of the Middle East, southern Africa, Central Europe, certain parts of Asia, 

such as Korea, and Latin America, for example. Also implied are other 

latent crises which could break out at any time, resulting from a deterioration 

of political theory and practice, which the founders of the United Nations 

thought they could rescue from the deadly alternative of war or peace. 

The situation is characterized by the high level of distrust resulting from 

policies wedded in advance to the language of force and very sparing in measures 

likely to create confidence. 

That would seem to apply to the great Powers more than others not only 

because they are legally bound by special obligations or possess special 

responsibilities for peace and security, but also because of their power of 

settine the example and, if you like, their freedom of manoeuvre. 
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1!Jhile giving due credit for the meritorious efforts made here and there to 

circumscribe certain so-callEd localized crises and promote, if not actions, 

at least a clear awareness of the stakes and dangers involved, we have to wonder 

about the role of a dynamic ~::.nd responsible Security Council in the present 

circumstances, a role broadly described in the Sixth Committee in connexion with 

the proposals put forward by the non-aligned countries for strengthening the role 

of the zation in the wcrld. 

The virtually incurable disease of political, economic and military power 

is domination. It is that wlich leads it to take upon itself the right to carve 

out zones of influence and divide the world into friends and enemies. With 

domination, the sphere of international law shrinks before our very eyes as 

the interests of imperial po;.·er merge with those of the international community, 

and the cardinal principles c·f the equality and sovereignty of States are 

nonchalantly trampled underfc•ot. 

Democracy suffers a sevE,re setback in dominated countries and regions, 

where, to the expression of the popular will and the free exercise of the 

attributes of sovereignty mm.t be added an imponderable, namely, the pressure 

of transnational corporatiom. and of strategies of "strategic consensus n, representing 

an outright challenge to the of non-alignment. 

According to certain thE:ories that have really nothing to do with the 

coming of an international society based on tolerance and on co-operation 

guided by mutual interest and by principles of non-interference in the internal 

affairs of others, we are giYen to understand that even human rights should not 

be defended as such, but only in the light of the precise to be promoted. 

In this order of things, there would supposedly be "totalitarian" regimes 

to be overthrown at all cost~: and mere "authoritarian" that could be 

supported and abetted by every poss means. 

A particular illustration of such a world view was this summer in the 

Security Council when South Africa, a fascist country if ever there was one, 

found itself accorded attenuating circumstances after having perpetrated a 

deliberate act of aggression against a sovereign State, the People's Republic of 

Angola. 
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Such cases are not only regrettable because those responsible are permanent 

members of the Security Council; they also give rise to disquiet with regard to 

the future fate of the rules of law in international relations. 

So soon after the United Nations adopted what is after all an operational 

definition of aggression, capable of settling certain clear problems in keeping 

with the spirit of the Charter, it is unfortunately still possible not only for 

an act of aggression to be perpetrated - which is not surprising in itself - but 

also for it to be denied, even when its author has claimed credit for it and it 

has been proved by its manifestations. 

We could continue our en1~eration of like aberrations, the intended victim 

of which is international peace and security. Thus, we could stigmatize the 

notion of vital national interests, the main characteristic of which is that they 

be outside the limits of the national territory of the imperial Power; just as 

we could stigmatize its corollary, the right to intervene in defence of those 

interests, with an interpretation of a self-defence that is wholly alien to the 

terms of Article 51 of the Charter. 

Ideological prejudices should neither mask nor defer the need to make 

certain choices in order to spare a large part of mankind from needless suffering. 

The elimination of all forms of colonial or racial domination is one such need. 

As to the objective of decolonization, it requires the participation of 

all peoples in formulating and guiding their own destiny. A contrario, every 

colonial situation is one in which violence is either latent or overt, as is the 

case in southern Africa. 

South Africa is a permanent source of danger to international peace and 

security, not only because of its manoeuvres to perpetuate its illegal and harmful 

presence in Namibia, a territory under United Nations authority, but also because 

of the fascist nature of the apartheid regime, which, as everyone knows, the 

United Nations has branded as a crime against humanity. 

Regardless of ideological or geo-strategic considerations, there can be 

no excuse for the perpetuation of such a regime, based as it is on colonial or 

racial oppression, nor for deferring the need to struggle by every means towards 

the eradication of this gangrene. 
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He must stress the res:r:ect and support we accord to all those men and women 

who are fighting under such conditions, weapons in hand, as tte national li1Jeration 

movements recognized by the Organization of African Unity, the Non-Aligned 

Movement and the United Nations are doing, for the re:covc:ry of their dignity and 

the restoration of peace and justice to their country, in short, for the defence 

of the ideals and basic rigtts of man. 

In such circumstances, a policy of peaceful coexistence with South Africa 

cannot in any way signify fer us paying tribute to the policy of apartheid. On 

the contrary, South Africa rr.ust first demonstrate its real desire to return to 

the comity of free nations ty abolishing its iniquito~s system of apartheid before 

it aspires to any understanding whatever. 

The maintenance of the system of apartheid courled with a policy of 

indiscriminate aggression, cf which certain neighbouring African States are 

the principal victims, must be regarded by the international community as a 

permanent threat to universe.l peace and security. The increasing militarization 

of South Africa with the ber.evolent support, if not the complicity, of certain 

countries that are deriving strategic and economic benefits therefrom, is an 

aberration with harmf<li con~equences that the world will sooner or later discover. 

In any event, South Africa, constantly seeking occasions for aggression 

against independent African States, furnished evidence of its basically 

war-mongering attitude only a few days ago when, on 25 November, a horde of 

mercenaries was dispatched ~:.gainst the Seychelles, a country member of the 

Organization of African Unity and of the United Nations. 

My Government has vigorously condemned that barbarous act of aggression, 

which shows yet again that jnternational imperialism will stoop to any vileness, 

including violation of the r.orms of international law, in order to achieve its 

ends. The phenomenon of mercenaries is an essentially imperialistic act, marked 

by the recruitment, financir.g and organization of networks of mercenaries designed 

to obtain by illegal and criminal means what cannot be obtained normally, namely, 

the subjugation of States arLd peoples that jealously defend their sovereignty and 

independence. 
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The Organization of African Unity has already adopted a convention branding 

as outlaws the mercenaries who have in recent years been particularly active in 

the African continent. It is high time the United Nations took the same position. 

We know that in the Ad Hoc Committee of the Sixth Committee; which seized of 

this problem, many delegations have attempted to make this hope a reality. 

To return to the situation in the Seychelles, we rrust ex~ress cur thanks to 

those States that have unequivocally condemned the barbarous act committed 

against that small country and have offered to the Government of the Seychelles 

rr.aterial aid to enable it to meet any new aggression. 

The situation in the Seychelles is a cause for concern because that country 

remains subject to the constant violation of its territorial integrity and to 

threats that clearly indicate that the enemies of its independence, far from 

diEarming, remain ready to strike again. 

If South Africa truly wishes to avoid the condemnation of the international 

community it is incurring, it must undertake to extradite those mercenaries, 

as the Government of the Seychelles has requested, in order that they can be 

judged, as they should be, for what they are, namely, war criminals. 
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One of the basic elements of international relations today is the great 

multiplicity of situations and problems which in one way or another are capable 

of jeopardizing the ability of society to live in peace. The regional approach 

to problems has always been favoured by the Congolese Government, which, as 

everyone knows, has committ(~d itself to international harmony. For the People's 

Republic of the Congo, the true peace experienced by its people is particularly 

applicable to the African continent and to central Africa. 

President Sassou-Nguesno attaches particular value to the continual 

strengthening of relations of good neighbourliness, which for at least a decade 

have led the Congo to play a primary role in the solution of disputes between 

sister States. 

Good neighbourliness, 1rhich implies peaceful coexistence among countries 

with different or similar economic, political and social systems, is a notion 

essentially fertile in its :~mplementation. It includes the cultural dimension 

of relations between :people:>, thereby constituting a reliable guarantee for peace 

and progress through consultation and exchanges of views. 

For the weak countries that are slow to develop, good neighbourliness is a 

symbol of union and thus of strength, and it can have an important deterrent 

effect, just as it can, through complementarity, establish an objective or 

functional network of alliances. 

In that context, let U:l state our concern with regard to Chad, a sister 

State of central Africa, wh:Lch we had always hoped to see safe from covetousness 

by others. An excessive de:;ire on the part of certain neighbours to interfere 

ln the internal affairs of Chad still provides an opportunity for outside Powers 

to bring in their Trojan ho:~ses which could only prolong the distress of a people 

which aspires to unity and -~o peace, for which it has paid a high price. 

It is not that we susp,=ct every interest shown in Chad to be suspect, 

but suspicion cannot be abs,=nt unless those involved deal directly 

with the legal Government of the country and not with a splinter group 

that has broken away from it. We hope that the Organization of African Unity 

will prove equal to this im)ortant mission,which calls for action its part 

to consolidate peace and se,~urity in that sensitive area of the African 

continent. 
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~'lith regard to relations with other sister States, my country is 

honoured to have special economic relations that have been formed over the years with 

fellow members of the Economic nnd Customs Union of Central Africa and aslo such 

special relations with all others for whom it provides transit for 

c~oods and in other cases 1rhere personal exchanges considerably 

improve the climate of trust which prevails in spite of certain inevitable 

misunderstandings. 

External trouble--makers, particularly those who blame the socialist 

States for anything that might go wrong in other States, have been able to 

realize, through the opening of the borders of the Congo to allow the flow 

of persons to and from neighbouring countries, that not only was it practically 

impossible for the Congo to support hordes of trouble-makers but such a 

policy was not even among the peaceful options of our people, our party and 

our Government. 

In fact, the Congolese have always felt and still feel that their country 

cannot make progress unless there is progress and development in other 

neighbouring countries and that everything should be done to ~ive substance 

to such a good-neigbbourly approach. 

The Congo has always expressed the idea and nurtured the conviction that 

its revolution was not an exportable commodity. It is for itself alone primarily 

that the Congolese people has undertaken to transform the structures of its 

society and to adapt them to the evolution it intends to impart to its own 

history. My country has not spared time, effort or resources in effecting 

a reconciliation with sister States as required by the state of bilateral 

relations, thus systematically and permanently contributing to peace in the 

region. 

Clearly, the troubles that have occurred in the region have always been 

the results of the actions of inperialism, which, desirous above all of 

exploiting the lJealth of the soil and subsoil of central Africa, loses no 

opportunity to &ood divisive elements and indeed to create them itself. 
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\·fuether or not they be institutional, whether in the Joint Co-operation 

Committee or on an informal basis, the relations of the People's Republic 

of the Congo with Zaire, Caneroon, Gabon, Ane;ola, Sao Tome and Principe, 

Equatorial Guinea, Central J~frica, Chad, Rwanda and Burundi, for example, 

cone within the same spirit of non--interference and natural complementarity. 

More than ever, the fac:t that our countries belong to the United Nations 

should be seen not in defem:ive terms, as regards supposed mortal enemies 

existing in the imaginatiom: of those who lust for power, but in the 

constructive terms of those struggling for the ideals and principles of the 

Charter, strengthened by the' Declaration on the Strengthenine of International 

Security. 

This yef'.r, as we are celebrating the twentieth anniversary of the Non

Aligned Novement, that moven.ent is proposing once again that the whole world, 

which is divided into antagcnistic camps and in the grip of the demon of 

distrust, should ~~opt a declaration on the inadmissibility of intervention 

and interference in the internal affairs of other States. Ue hope that this 

initiative, which my country firmly supports, will help to contribute 

to heightened vigilance on the part of individuals and States with regard 

to their mission whose purpose it is to build the world and not to destroy it. 

rhe meeting rose at 5.05 p.m. 




