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AGENDA ITEr·1S 57 AJ\JD 58 

DEVELOP~·WNT AND STFENG'I'HENING OF GOOD-NEIGHBOURLINESS BET\•lEEN STATES: REPORT OF 

THE SECRETARY-GENERAL (A/C. J. /36/11, lJ ·, A/C.l/'36/L .5 9 ~ A/36 / 358, 376 and AdeLl, 

457 , 552 and 672) 

REVIF\" OF THE IMPLE~1ENTATIOf>l OF THE DECLARATIOI'l ON THE ST"RENGTHENING OF 

INTERNATIONAL SECURITY (A/C .l / 36/L . 58; A/C.l/36/3, 6, 8 ., 9 ) 11 ,, 12: A/36/65, 68, 

80, 33 ., 86, 97 , 103, 106 .. 111, 112, 113, 118 ,. 119 . 133. 1 51. 170, 206 , 223, 228 . 238 . 

257 . 332, 347, 348, 349, 358 . 359, 365, 386 a nd Add.l and 2 .. "388, 391 , 396. 405, 456, 

tl57 . 465, 473 , 481. 528, 552 . 586. 616, 620, 650. h72 ): 

(r.d IMPLill!JENTATION OF THE DECLARATION ON THE STRENGTHENING OF INTERNATIONJ'.L 

SECURITY ~ 

(b) NON- INTERFERFNCE I N THF. INTERNAL AFFAIRS Qlo' STATES ·. 

(c) INPLE1'1ENTATION OF THE DECLARATI OI'l ON THE PREPARATION OF SOCIETIES FOR LIFE IN 

PEACE : REPORT OF THE SECRETARY·-GENERAL 

The CHAIRf.'lAN: ltle are -proceedinp; touay to conside r a tion of the two 

remaining items on our agenda . One of them, entitled "Development and strenp:thenin~ 

of good-neighbourliness bet~een States ', has been included on our agenda on the 

basis of resolution 34/99., initiated by Romania and adopted by consensus two year s 

a~o . For the discussi on of the sub ject at t h i s s ession, the Corrunittee has befo r e it 

a report by the Secr etary- General whic h has been circul ated as document 

A/36/376 and Add.l. 

The other item , entitled ''Revi ew of the i mplementation of the Declaration on 

the Strengt hening of I nternat ional Security", which has been on the agenda of the 

Gener a l Assembly for the last ll year s , consists of three related subitems: 

i mplementation of the Declaration on the Strengthening of I nternationa l Secur ity ; 

non- interference in the internal a f fairs of Sta.tes ; and implementation of the 

Declaration on the Prepar ation of Societies for Life in Peace . 

As far as the fir st subitem is concerned , the Gener al Assc~bly in its 

r esolution 35/1 58 reaffirmed the universal and unconditional validity of the 

purposes and principles of the Cha r ter of the United Nations . 
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(f'he Chairma~_) 

As f ar as the second subitem is concerned $ the Committee will recall that 

last year i t established an open--ended Ad_]!!?£. ~!orkinp; Group to work out the text of 

a dec ll'l.ration of the General Assembly on the ina.dni ssibility of intervention and 

interfer ence in the internal affairs of St~tes . Under resolution 35/159 the 

Assembly r equesterl the A~J:2£. Working Group to continue its discussions and 

ne~otiations with a view to final izing the el aboration of such a declaration and 

adopt i ng it at the present sessi0n. The non-aligned countries worked out a draft 

declaration which will be introduc ed this mor ning by the representative of Guyana . 

The t exts o f the resolution and of the draft declaration have already been 

circulated to all members of the Committee. 

Hith r egard to the third subitem, the Committee will recall that three years 

a~o the General Assembly adopted on Poland's initiative the Declaration on the 

Pr eparation of Societies for Life in Peace. At the present session the Committee 

has before it the first report of the Secretary-General on the implementation of that 

Declaration by States and also by the United Nations Educational , Sc i entific and 

Cultural Or ganization . The r eport has been circulated as document A/36/386 and 

Add .l and 2 . 

Participants in the general debate can addr ess themselves to any of the 

individual itens on the ar;end~ or t~ nll of then at the same tiJne . 
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t-1r. DIACONU (Romania) (interpretation from French): First, I should 

l i ke to express the gratification of the Romanian delegation at the fact that t he 

First Committee is starting what we hope will be a very fruitful substantive 

debate on the item 11Development and strengtheni~~ of Good-neighbourliness between 

States". 

The rich harvest of ideas and suggestions found in the replies of States and 

international organizations , contained in document A/36/376 of 25 September 1981 

and Add. l thereto, and the broad field for investigation and action which it 

offers Member States and our Or ganization mal~e us confident that the debate on this 

topic at the present session of the General Assembly will mark progress in the 

efforts to ensure wide recognition and general acceptance of the concept of good

neighbourliness bet'l-reen States. 

As we knm•, at its 1979 session the General Assembly adopted. on the 

initiative of Romania and 19 other countries, a draft resolution on "Development 

and Strengthening of Good-neighbourliness between States11
, and decided to have 

this question included in t he agenda of the pr esent session. In taking this 

initiative , Romania based itself on the consideration that the promotion of good

neighbourliness between all nations is a decisive factor in creating a climate of 

understanding and mutual respect, and in strengthening and safeguar ding peace and 

secur ity t hroughout the world . As emphas i zed in its reply, the Romanian 

Government is convinced that t he constant enhancement of good-neighbourly 

relations between States and the solut ion in that same spirit of al l the problems 

involved in livi ng together and in the co-existence of States i s the most effective 

way to prevent international conflicts and deal peacefully vrith disputes, which 

are potential sources of tension and vrar. 

Therefore , we believe that the time has come to make efforts to develop and 

clarify the content of good-neighbourliness as one of the fundamental purposes 

enshrined in the Charter of the United Nations, along with friendly relations and 

co-operation among States, to explore effective ways of promoting mor e harmonious 

relations between neighbours, and to ensure their concern always to f ind 

solutions by peaceful means based on understanding and r espect for the legitimate 

interests of the other party . 
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(Hr . Diaconu, Romania) 

There can be no doubt that many of the current conflicts and disputes in the 

world are rooted in tension and differences bet1·1een neighbouring States and in 

political and military confrontation bet,veen thern . 

The promotion of the policy of good-neighbourliness is an imperative need 

especially under the present circumstances where the international situation is 

progressively deteriorating because many existin~ problems have remained unsolved 

and because new sources of crises and armed conflict have emerged in various parts 

of the world. There can be no doubt that t his is due to policies of force and 

domination, the all too frequent recourse to intervention and interference in the 

affairs of others, the tendency to re··divide the 'wrld into spheres of influence, 

and to the continuation of the spirally arms race. All of these factors contribute 

to generating dissension and mistrust betvreen neighbours, and to the poisoninB of 

their relations. 

Moreover, colonial dominat ion has left a heritage of particularly complex 

problems in many countries, including territorial problems vrhich can be exploited 

to prevent co·~operation betvreen them and to provoke a state of tension or even 

confli ct with particularly serious consequences for the peoples concerned and for 

-vrorld peace. 
We are profoundly convinced that the strengthening and expansion of 

friendship and co-operation betvreen neighbours is the only vay to foster the 

peaceful soluti on of any probl em, on the basis of respect for the legitimate 

interests of all States and all peoples and on the basis of the fundamental 

principles which should govern the conduct of States in today's world . It is 

only in this way tha·t we can avoid the appearance of nev areas of discord and a 

worsening of those already existing, and can usher in a climate in -vrhich peace, 

co- operation and security are considered, and safeguarded, as the common herit age 

of mankind. 
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( ~tr . Di aconu, Romania) 

To cultivate good-ne i ghbourly r elations is at the same time an 

indispensable condition to developing fruitful co-operation in all fields 

of activity so as to serve the interest and benefit of all. This has 

become a vital necessity in a world which has become more and more 

interdependent and where a number of extremely varied and impor tant problems 

for the life~ well- being and civilization of peoples - whether political, 

economic , cultural ~ t echnical, scientific or of any other nature - cannot 

be solved because there is a lack of close co-operation and active 

participation on a completely equal footing between all States and all 

peoples . This , quite obviously , lends a fresh dimension to t he concept 

of good-neighbourliness, since it is only through good- neighbourly 

relations that there can develop fruitful co-operation in which all 

peoples of the world can freely make their own ample and distinct ive 

contribut ion and from which t hey can derive benefits in t heir turn . 

That is why the Romanian delegat ion believes t hat considerat ion 

of the numerous aspects of good- neighbourliness ., as well as ways and means 

to devel op and further strengthen good- neighbourliness in relations 

between States, would indeed be a signal contr ibut ion to improving the 

international climate , to promoting relations of understanding and 

co-~operation, and to maintaining world peace and security. 

Good-neighbourliness is a global problem, of prime concern to 

all States and all geographical areas, even though relations between 

States assume specific forms, and situations differ from one area to 

another. 
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F'or its part , Romania has made the development of relations of friendship~ 

·mut ual under stan<linc a nd broad co .. operation 1·rith all neighbouring States one 

of the fundamental guidelines of its f or e i r.;n policy. As has been frequently 

emphasized by President lJicolae Ceausescu, Romani (:> .. i n the framework of its 

policy of br oad development of relat i ons of co-oper at ion wi th all countries :• 

attacht?s centr al i mportance to the str engthening of its r elat i ons "ri t h neighbourinG 

countries . and is firmly r esolved to do all it can to expand its relations of 

~;ooo ·nei. ~hbourliness and co--operat i on 'ritil thos e countrie s. 

The syste~atic meetinGs and exchanees of views of t he President of Romania 

\Ti th heads of State a.nd. Govern.i1lent of ne i ghbouring countries . and "rith those of 

Irtost of the countries of the vrorld o have _9layed a deter adnant rol e in 

<~o::::ePen i n~ t hose relations . in identifyinL, nev ways a nd means of developing 

liJut ually adva ntageou s co· ·operation , a ncl in stren~theninc; friendship, 

understanding, a nd mutual esteeu and r espect amone neiGhbouring ~~tates and peoples . 

TIOi'.lania : s good .. neic;hbourly relations vri t h neir6hbourin('; countries ·- both 

t hose in the area in 11l1ich ve live and those in someHhat more remote areas ·· are 

most direct l y embodied in a great number of treaties of friendship ~ co- operation 

and mutual assistance, t reaties of fr iendship and co··operation , joint declarations .. 

and conununi ques signed at t he very hi ghest l evel. 1:1a ny other t reaties and 

agreement s ~overn our co··operation vith ot her countries in the br oadest of 

f i el ds and eJ<sure the cont i nual expansion and diversification of relations and 

a n onc;oing e;~chan;.;e of material and spiritual values 1 for the b enefit of all our 

peoples . Interr;over nmenta l committees ~ joint coiil1Jlissions and other bodies :for 

economic~ s c ientific, technological and cul t ural co-·operat ion , joint pr ojects 

for the developr.1ent o f r esources in t he f r ontier or nearby a r eas , and other forms 

of co· oper ation and joint defence against climat ic phenomena and natura l 

cata.st rophes are aimed at ensur i np.: t he solut i on by mutual effort s of pr oblems 

of common i nterest on the basis of good understanding and mutual benef it. 

Romania · s r elations ,.i t h ne ighbouring countries ~ as Hith a l l other countries 

in t he vorl d , are based on t he strictest r esl_)ect for t he fundamental principles of 

national sovereignty and i ndependence , equal rights , the non .. use or threat of 

use of forc e , non .. ·interference in internal affairs , t he peaceful set tlement of 

all probl e1ns and disputes among States , and t he sacred rieht of peoples to decide 

for themselves on t heir destinies '"ith no exter nal int erfer ence or pressure . 
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It i s in that spirit that Romani a has unceasingly cul t i vated relations of 

good-.. neighbourliness with all t he States in i ts geographical r egion. 

As is known, the Gener al Assembly, in 1965 , a.dopted unan i mousl y, on the 

pr oposal of Romania ) its resolution "1.'': (XX ) r egarding the adoption of measures 

on t he r egi onal l evel •ri th a view to i 1aproving good-nei e;hbourly relat i ons among 

European States. 

My country has abvays attached great importance to the bui lding of genuine 

securit y and the br oadening of co --oper ation i n 8urope. As was recent l y emphasized 

by Pr esident Nicolae Ceausescu, the Eur opean countries ~ regar dless of their social 

systems or the area i n which they are loca;fied , have many cormnon int ere st s and should 

act in complete unity in order t o assur e economic and social pr ogres s .. t he vell beine; 

of their peoples as wel l as their independence , sover eis nty,peace and security . As 

an act ive participant in t he Helsinki Conference, Romania attaches special importance 

t o t he consistent a nd complete implementation of all the provisions o f the Fi nal Act. 

Therefore ,.re believe that t ne t1adrid meeting should cult~inate in concrete 

results and t he adoption of specific and constructive measures which could give ne'r 

impetus to the implementation of the :'lx .:. t.'Ot ')::· f..: :. ·:.r:J:i ..:.:.; ·" 1:: . ,::_ · . ':'' 

meetinr; should reaffirlil the obligation of all participating States to r espect ~both in 

t he ir relat ions among themselves and i n t hose with other States, the principles 

set out in that document. I~ should adopt effective measures likely to buil d 

confidence and to achieve disarmament i n Euro:pe ... to foster expansion of economic , 

scientific., t echnical and cultural co·-operation among participating States as 

,.rell as the continuation of the pr ocess of forging security, development and 

co· .. operat ion. 

As is knmm , Romania has offer ed to host the next gener al European 

meeting and , as a participant i n the Madrid meeting~ it is acting r esolutel y for the 

complete success of that meeting, and par t icularly f or the holding of a conference 

on di sar mament and confidence-·bui l ding measures in Europe as an integra.l part of 

the process of the Confer ence on Secur ity an<l Co-·operation in Eur ope, to 1·rhich we 

attach paramount importance. Romania is strongly in favour of a united Europe , 

in condit i ons of respect fo r the social system and independence of each country . 

Si milar ly, Romania has worked tirelessly for the establishment of a climate 

of b i later al and mul tilater al co-oper at i on in the Bal l<ans and fo r the transformation 

of that r egion i nto a zone of peace and good--nei ghbourliness. He have a l so come out 

in favour of the cr eat ion of denuclearized zones i n other r egions of Europe . 
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At the end of the 1950s ~ my country proposed the creation of a r:ur.l..::o.r--1·/eapon 

free zone of peace anll co~-operation in the Ball~ans, and favoured the consideration 

of this idea by the Ball{an countries at the hie;hest political level. These ideas 

a re still relevant . nomania continues to promote multilateral co-operation •lith 

the Balkan countries in vari ous fields of 1nutual interest) such as those of the 

economy ; science and technoloSY ~ culture .. education and tourism this is in 

perfect harmony with the letter and the spirit of the Final Act . In this connexion 

Romania has pr oposed the convening in 1902 in Bucharest of a meeting of experts 

devoted to !llUltilateral co·~operation in the Balkans i n the fields of enerGY and 

r aw mat erials . 

I n keepins with its policy of promoting peace, security and co--operation 

throughout the world , Romania has, for years, supported proposal s by other States 

aimed at f csterint•, sood--neighbourl y r elations among the countries of var ious 

re:-.ions of the uorld, at developing regional and sub-re~ional co· ·operation , 

and at resol vins problems of l ocal interest by aGreement amons all the States 

and parties concerned. 

The dynamic development and the diversification of r elations among neie;hbourint.:. 

States, particulltrly given the present technol ogica l and scienti fic r evolution , 

give rise to increasinc;l y vari ed and COPlpl ex probl ems. At the same time , there can 

be no doubt that r,ood· neiebbourliness i s a >·rorld-vride. issue, one of p::.r;:u:ount 

importance for all States and all geogr aphic regions : that many problems are of 

concern to an ever greater number of States) and that they cannot be r esolved rrithout 

broad in·ter national co-operati on. 

As can be seen from the consider at i on of practices of relation s &aong States and 

of bilateral and mul tilateral international i nstruments • the bas is for good ... 

nei Ghbourliness is stri.ct respect f o r the principl es of sovereignty, independence, 

equal rights , non~interference in internal affairs , non--recourse to the use or 

threat of use of force~ peaceful political settlement of all international disputes . 

territorial integrity and the i nviolability of f r ontiers , respect for the right 

of peopl es to sel f--deter mi nat i on. and the faithful fulfilment of obligations 

undertaken under international law. 

Hi story llas shmm t hat respect for t hose principles is t he -~ine o~_n_on for 

the establishment and devel opment of normal relations of good understandi nc and 

co--operation among States , and particularly between neighbouring States. Uhenever 
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those principle5 he.ve been disret;a1'ded , and there has been recourse t.o the use of 

force or the threat of use of force or to variou s f orms of constraint in or der 

to solve probJ.er,ls bet 1·reen neighbours, ;..·henever t he lecit i nate r i [;hts and i nt.e :...·ests 

of every people have not been respect ed , the very foundations of ~ood--neighbourliness 

have been plac ed in jeopardy. 

Consequently, absolute respect for those principles a nd t he promotion o f 

their effective application in relations among States constitute the ba.s ic reCJ.uire:ment 

for the establishment and developiaent o f c.;ood.· ne i c;:hbourly rel ations among States J 

irrespective of their social and politica l systems, t heir size ~ t heir c;eoc;r a phic 

l oc a.t ion or the l evel of their devel opment. 

Ther efore . as we see it, good--nei[~hbourliness absolutely rules cut relation!': 

i.>ased on domination acts of force or aggression , the occupation of forei ~,sn 

territories by force ~ the criminal pol i cy of ~.E~~!l_e_i~l_ , or th~ anachronistic 

)?ra.ctices of colonialism or neo-·colonia.lisw. 
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At the same time, the grow th anc' Cl.iversitv of r elr.tions aron; n~irhbourin~ 

States, in particular under present conditions of developing co-·operation in 

various fields f ol lovin"' apT)lication of the sci entific nnd tec1-.nolo.r:i c1.1.l vn.vances 

acl:.ieveil fer t te benefit of develorment . require auart from strict :rcsnect 

fo r the fundamental principles of international lal·r and as a practical embodiment 

of those principles, the observance of nonns of conduct that are proper to 

r,ood-neighbourly relations . I n point of fact, State prnctice 

over the years in sol vine probler:::: that ari s.... from their 

nolitical , "eo~!"ar;hical, economic or cultural proxi;"!!ity . 

has made it possible for a series of specific norms to become cr,rstallize~ 

whi ch can be sener alized as aT)nlyin~ to good nei~hbourliness . The consistent 

promotion of such norms, the constant effort to enrich the content of such 

GOod nei~hbourliness, are part and parcel of the efforts to found relations 

among al l States on strict respect for the princ i ples and norms of international 

law. f .. t the same time, t hcv l"t\l'c~ a s i ..,.ni:'icant c .... ntribution to t':le 

i:!aintenance of peace and security in the vror ld . 

Amonr; the s pecific norms of good neighbourliness ~ the Romanian Government 

considers , for example , as be i nB of particular importance the requi relilent for 

nei~hbouring States to r esolve all problems arising from their relations 

exclusively by peaceful means, on the Dasis of equality and respect ~ the 

obli~ation not to encourage or to foment or to support action by various groups 

by the use of armed force uhich have risen up aGainst t he ler,al Governments 

of neighbour: Il{' States and tbe oblir,at ion not t0 encouraf,e or st!pport lJy arn1ecl 

force tr.e actions of ;;roups cpposed t o the lavful G·ovP.rnr.ents of nei~hbet:rinr;. States. 

I t must be made a F,eneral obligation incumbent upon all States ., in full 

respec t of the !"lr inciples -.)f the Charter and international lau, to refrain from 

any action that may adversel y affect the development of ~ood··neighbourly r elations 

or to act in a 1;ray so as to avoid any dispute a.nd to resolve "?ee.ceft:l :i.;r those disrutes 

that may arise and to eliminate any obstacles that prevent the establi shment 

and development of such r elat i ons. This also means proroot i nB broad co-operation 

in all areas by making full use of the favourable conditi ons that have been 

created by geographical proximity i n order jointly to resolve, on the basis of 

mutual ac~v~mtace, the various problems engendered by that geo~raphical r elationship , 

including that of co.-operating and gr anti ng each other mutual aid and assistance 
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(Mr . Diaconu , Romani a) 

in difficult situati ons, such as natural catastr ophes and ot her conciticns t hat 

may af fect neighbouring count r i es and peoples . At t he same t i me , i t is essent i al 

to el imi nate any barriers t hat i !'lpede the f r ee dcvelcp~ent of co--operation 

bet,.reen States . 

A seri es of non1s and e:;;:an!lles of thi s t ype are menti oned in the repli es 

given by other States. The examinat i on of State pr actice should of course make 

i t possible t o identi fy other norms that 'muld be ;enerallv au?:'licable 

Furthermore . the improvement of political relations and of economic and soc i al 

devel opnent as a result of proe:r ess made in science and technoloc:y "Till 

undoubtedl y requi re neH norrrts of conduct bei~Feen ne i~·tbours to be 

•·ror ked ou.t . 

There is therefore , a t wof olC. duty : f irst that of act i n:"; in a posi tive vray 

t o pr omote practical and effecti ve ~ood-neichbour.ly r el ations in all 

f i elds and at t he same t i ne to r efr a i n from any action or to avoid any situation 

that mi ght in any v.ray impede or be a let or hindrance to the est ablishment and 

development of such relations . 

As a r esul t of this consideration of the matter , it uould, in the first place, 

appear t o be necessary , i n the opinion of t he Romanian Government, for the 

United Nati ons t o r eaffirm the fact t hat t1ember States are devoted t o the idea 

of good nei ghbourliness as one of the f undamental pur poses of the Charter and 

at t he same t i me to expr ess the deter~ination ~f States to act i n a spirit of 

coo( ne i t.hl,ourlieess in t l:e i r rel at ions . 

More specifically, the Genera: Assembly should give expression to the 

cruc i al impor t ance of respect for the fundamental princi ples of international la,., 

i n pr omoti ng a pol icy of good nei ghbourli ness and at the same time to reaffirm the 

need for r elations among nei 3hbours to be fully i n keeping wit h the pur poses and 

principles of the United Nations and to ensure that t :'lcy do not in ,-ny ,w.y 

lead t ovi olati on of the sover eicnty and i ndependence of other St ates. 

Secondl y, cons i der at i on of the pr obl em of good neighbourliness should 

r esult in the crystall izat:ion of specific norms governing good neighbourliness 

uhich ar e general ly applicable and 1vhich ,.rould help to solve any difficulties that 

mi ght arise among countries and peoples which l ive i n neighbouring countries 

or areas, norms that v.rill help to r ul e out any actions or pract ices likel~r to 

prevent co-operation , as uell as any actions contrary t o the essenti.<~l 

a i ms and pri nc iples of cood neighbour liness . 
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It is also essential t o s~ell out ~learly t he obli cation of States to 

r espect good--neighbourly relations betHeen other States, not to encourage 

or to commit any acts '·rhich ,.rill produce dissention among neighbours and not 

t o inter f ere in their uethoc~. of rer ulatiuc their mm .::;ood neip,huour ly 

relations . 

The Romanian deleGation believes es sentially that good neighbourliness is 

a n i ntegral part of the broader topi c of mainta ining and strengthening 

intcrnationaJ security . Ve therefore believe that i t i s particularly important 

that, while spelling out the norns and principles underlyi ng good- neighbourliness, 

the Genera l As sembly should focus its attention , as suggested in r esolution 34/99 

of 1979 , on ·Hays and means of s t rengthening good neighbourliness between 

St ates and in so doi ng furt her stren~·.then their sec ur i tv. 

As has been proved by exper i ence, it is not cnouc:h sir>:t>lv to procl aj m 

principles and norms . He have to establish and ut ilize appropriate 1o1ays and 

means w'hich wi ll ensure t heir effective Dractical e.::_):r.lication in relations 

behreen States . 

A number of methods l i kely to strengthen good neighbourliness 

that ni["ht 11ell be r ecor,n ··endec1 to States for ~ossi ble applicat i on 

are to be found in the repl i es t hat have been sent in by Member States . The 

Romanian delec ation believes t hat thi s category could include, ~nter aliA, the 

conclusion of treaties of f riendship and other instrta"'ents havi n·,. political and '·· -
juridical value vhi ch clearly l ay do1m the obli~e.tion not to resort to force or 

to the thr eat. of force in mutual relations ~ to refrain from any act of 

i nterference in t he internal affairs of other States and to resolve all disputes 

by politi cal methods, negotiations and other peaceful means, as Hel l as ot he r 

principles and norms to 1-1hi ch they aGree as the basis of their tr.utual relations. 

Li keHise, States rrd cht consi der the creat i on of mixed bodies for 

co opcrc.tion consultation and negot i at i on vrhose task it would be periodically 

to t ake up s~"leci fie issues arisinG fror: mutual relations. Stlch bodies toc;ether rrith 

the relevant agreements 1 can constitute the i nstitutional and juridical f rame1·1ork 

required to ensure the nor mal functioning of good-ne i ghbourly rel at i ons in order 

to stimulate co- operation and to prevent disputes and ensure that the~r do not 

d.e::;ener ate into conflicts. 
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( ~ir: . Diaconu, Roma~~a) 

i!:lselThere, particular iHportance attaches to the ensuring of relat i ons of 

good neighbourliness and the creatine i n various parts of t he vTorld of zone!:: of 

peace and co-operati on . Dy their very nature t he J:>Ur pose of t hose 

zones is to ensure amonG States of the re3ions ccncer ned relati ons ul· close 

co--operation , under standins and Butual respect, as ,,ell as the solution of 

any problem that may arise bet,reen them by peaceful means alone anQ in the 

f inal analys is, good· neir;hbourly relat ions. They shoulC', naturally be further 

supplemented by guarantees on the part of those States uhich are outside that 

area that they ,rill not interfere in the domes tic affairs of the countries 

concerned nor in their mutual interrelations and that they ,rill ref r a i n from 

a~r act ion that would be l ikely to damage the good- neighbourly relat i on s 

betveen the States in the a r ea. In this connexion , I em sure t ha.t 

dele~ations are familiar with t he Romanian pr oposals concerning the creat i on 

of such e. zone in our particul ar reg ion , as ,.,ell as the support r-;iven by 

Homania to sil!lilar prol?Osals that •rould cover other parts of the ,.,orld. 
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( f-lr :. Diaconu ~ . Bo!!l~nia) 

Other means for strenc;thenin~:, eood--ne ir,hbourly r elations, par ticularly 

in the are~s uhere op!)osinr- polit i cal and military alliances find themselve s 

face to face , are t o be found in measures for s trengthe ning confidence and 

for milita r .'f disene;agement . The adoption ancl the implementation o f such 

measure s \Iould undoubt edly have a benefi cial inf luence on r educinr:: military 

confrontation and would also promote the consider a.tion and adoption of 

disarmament measures . Si milar ly, '.-Te 111i 1:7,ht '.·Tell contempl ate the creation of 

demilitarized zones at the boundaries between St ates and Stat es acree ing to 

r e frai n from wtilitar y manoeuvres near t he fronti ers of other States , 

noti f ication of other manoeuvres or l arr.e -scale troop movements ,.,i thin the 

r e spect ive States ,, and also a moderate att i tude with r egard to military 

expenditures and t he f r eezi ng of same unt il agreements ar e r eached on 

r educ i nG military budgets . 

Adopt i on of such measur e s woul d help to improve t he political cl imate 

both r ecionally and internationally and to r esume and further the pr ocess 

of detente and vould encourar:e ne•r e fforts ail'led at strengtheninP.; security 

and pr e serving peace . 

Of particular interest , we believe, is t he broad range of the methods 

advocated i n t he r eplies sent in by international or~anizctions, each in 

their 01m sphere of activity, regarding the development of eood- nei :;hbourly 

r el at ions . 

The Homanian delegation char es t he conviction t hat if St ates and the 

United :rat ions r eally were to f ocus their attention on ways to increase the 

e f f ect i veness of t he concept o f eood- ne i ghbourliness, and on the proposals 

and idea s that stet~! from such an e xamination . it could r esult in useful 

ini tiatives leadin~ t o concret~ measures and programmes of co- oper ation 

,.,hich -vrill help t o further rappr ochement and mutual understandinG among 

nations . 
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(i r . D~O:£S?EU, Ec:-nania) 

I shoul·<l l i ke to express our sincere thanks to the Sta,tes anet the 

i nternationa.l organizations that have c1rafted and sent i n repl i e s 

as uell gs our c;r c:,tification at t he fact that most of those replies 

cont ain ideas, sugges t i ons and specific proposals that are extremely 

important i f ,.,e are to beGin the process of exami!ling GOOd· neighbou:rliness . 

I n viev of the fac t that every country has accumulated a long 

and r i ch expe r ience of r e l at ions ,.,ith its nei;.;;hbours and that each 

ce.n share that experience with others and l earn f rom t he pr actice of 

ot her St at es in t urn . t he repli es recei ve r). shoH that it is qui t e 

possible to unc~ertake a process of clar ifyinc:; variou s aspects ancl. norms 

of [,ood- neichbourliness . its posit ive and conm!on elements , vhich 

undoubtedly c:u1 l:ave a f 3..Vouraul e influence on re l at i ons among Ste.t e s 

ancl on t he n aintenance of international peace and security. 

Pro:·:i,:,:i.t:· i;i our ~ ·orl;' , rill r~r ~dr1 an objective situa:cion vhich 

ce.nnot be changed because of geographical c i rcumstances but vhich can 

be improved from the political . juridical and moral point of vi e vr. 

The Uni tecl : ~:·:.tions, lvhich has i ncluded good .. neighbourliness in t he 

Charter as one of its fundamental objectives , s hould play a decisive 

role to that end, 

On the basis of consultations I have unde r taken vith a large number 

of delef;ations) and uith t he consent of th~ delegat i ons of the follo~rinc; 

countries · · Banc;ladesh , Burundi Colo·,,[bia , Guinea, Indonesia : Lesotho , 

Ha cla.=;asca.r I<iali , 1-o.uritenia , ' 'orocco , Nie;eria , Panama; Peru., t he 

P>ili r.:'.' ine~, Port uc:al, R'-randa , Senee;al . Sierra Leone ., Singapore , Spain , 

Upper Vol ta . Uruguay and Yugosl avia ·· I have the honour t o present to 

the Committee the draft resol ut ion contained in document A/C. l /36/L. 59 

entitled I'evelo~r:·ent a nd stren[~tbenin.:; of cooL: ~neighbourliness bet 1<reen 

Stat es · . 
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The pur pose of t his clra.ft resolution is t o init i ate ;;-, J!rocess of 

clarifyinc ancl. f urther U.evelopin~; the various as:9ects of goocl· ne i c;hbourliness : 

to consider anc! to irupleru.ent ways and neans 1-rhicl: 'rill help to increase 

ef:f'<:cti V'.'iH:ss in relat i ons a.It!On( 0tates . To this end , the draf-t r esolution 

reaffirms the need to spread the yractice _ the principles and the nor1,s 

of ~oo<l· nei~;hbourliness ancl. l>··clls out the po:::;sib ili·ty of i ncorpo:ratinc 

the resul t of such a consic1.era.t ion ancl. cl8.rifications of t hese in an 

::-:· "Pj~o:1ri r\tc document in clue course. 

Lil~eui se , an in vi tat ion i s extended t o ~:;te.tcs an<} international 

orc;anizat ions to sene. i n t !.cir replies on the sub ject of cood--nei~~hbourlincss 

:.>.nc. to update those which they hcwe already sent in so that the process 

1-rhich He are contemplatin:~ can benefi t f rOPl the partic i pation ., the 

e1merience and the cont r i buti on 1·rhich can be ::1aue by r:~~l Fl tates : 

specializeD.. a p:encies and other bocl.ies of the United Pati ons . Further 

the ~;ecrc~tc.ry--General. i s l",:)quested on the basis of ell these replies 

as vell as the comments e.na. i c1.eas expresse('. by (\elec,at:i.ons . to snbmi t 

a ::-eport conatining a systematic presentation of the vieHs a ncl SUMestions 

received. 

Eay i Te exp:cess our convic t i on that this dr aft resol ution vrill be 

ado:tJt ed by consensus and. that the deba.te ,.,hich Hill take place this 

yev.r a.s ivell ~s the efforts Hhich '1-Te i ntend to promote in the future . 

uill ;,Jake a. si:·;n "l.l contribution to cl~rifyine; t he connotation of the 

-~en ' _?,cod· -neic;hbour lL:t. :::s~ as Hell as the 1-rays and means of strc n~thenin3 

its effectivene ss a.nd i!!'provin;J r elat i ons amen;; nei ;3hb01.•.rs a.nd i nternat ione.l 

rela t ions in eeneral ,, ·thus further in~ the ce.use of peace anc~ security 

for all States . 

I novr call upon Jnbas sador Scot land: i·Tho is 

the Chai r man of the f!..e.. Jioc. Uor hnc Group of the Fi rst Co;;unittee . to 

introduce t he non alir;ned Clraft resolution ancl non aligned dra f t 

declarat i on on the i nacl.Llis sability of intervention anCl interference 

i n the i nternal affairs of Stat es. The docULlent to uhich he •rill refer 

1s A/ C.l / 36/UG/ cnP. l/Rev.l of J.S' l·Tovember 1981. 
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:ir. SCOTLPJ'D (Guyana) . ChairJ'IIan of t he Ad Hoc ~ 'orking Groun: ----· . .... --- -
I htwe asl~ed to speali so t hat I r!~,y formally i ntroduce in this Comr.rittee 

the uraft declaration a.nu its ecco ·-.:- il''i :,.-· draft resolution conteined 

in clocl.uuent A/C.l/JG/~!G/CRP.l/B.ev/1. That cJr:J.ft declaration and its 

draft resolution are bein~ intr cu..tced i n this Co!i1i.littee on behalf of 

all States nerabers of the Uon · Aliened i!ovcll\et1t . 

It 11ill be recalled that this docu: ·cnt in its unreviseu font Has 

laid before t he !\~. P·92 ~Iorldnc; Gro1.~p of the First COI•nnittce on non

interference in the internal e>.ffairs of States last. year as doct!f1.ent 

A/C . 1/35/HG/CRP.. l. This ncv document Hhich I am noH introducing 

represents E>.n attempt ui"i:.hin the I:Ion Ali~neil. l ovenent to i)resent Cl. 

t ext vrllich, uhile expressine:, t~1e concerns of pon- a.liGne(~ Members on 

the ~uestion of interference in taei~ internal affairs . also attempts 

to take account of some of the concerns vhich ~rere expressed by States 

not -tettbers of t he ~ ~oveme;1;; t-;.urin[E: t he ;.ntel~ sessional per iod - that 

i s. betHeen last session . uhen JI. /C.l/35 / HG/CTIP. l was issued. and this 

session , ·;~len A/C . l/3G/i·!G/CRP.l/Rev . l ua.s i ssued and lila<.le available to 

this Committee, last Friday . 20 ~!ovember. 

I t mc.y be useful to r emind the CoHr.rittee that the item ··~ ·on-Interference 

in the In·~eral Jl.ffo.irs of States'' 1ras fir:::t proposed to the General 

AsseLlbly durin(;; its thi rty .. first session. 
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(llr. Scotlanc~ Chairman of the 
A.q__n;;e:·-\:roridrlG""oro;_ip) ·- ----·-·-

At its thirty--fourth session, the text o f a draft declaration "r~s 

proposed as docwnent A/C.l/34/1.56, ::>nd document .A./C . l/36/HG·/CRP.l/Rev.l, 

vrhich I am no'" intro<l.ucinc;, is the result of the refinements i--thich that 

document has seen in t he intervening period, in response to sugsestions 

both ,.rithin and outside the J.Iovement. 

The issue of interference in the internal aff airs of States, 

thl'ea.tened or actual, has become one of increasine; concern to a l l States . 

larr.:;e or sna.ll , political ly po,·rerful or politically venl~ , FiJ.itnri. ly supe r ior 

or ttili tarily weak, economicA.lly strong or economi cally wer.ll\: - and 1-Ti th e,:tch 

passin(!; year e·rents unfolding on the international scene are gra(~ua.lly mavin;:: 

the 1uestion of interference in the internal affairs of State::: t o centre stage. 

11. r evievr of the statements rrtade in the general debate in t he General Assem~)ly 

reveals that the vast majority voice0. concern for t he increasing evidence 

of interference or threats of interference in the inter nal affairs :Jf States 

which no"I-T infect the international c01mnunity . 

In presenting this draft declaration, the members of the Non- Aligned HoYement 

see it, in the words of a very distine:uished member of our i:iovement , :,as a ver:1 

useful instrUis1.ent, a ver.J helpful standard. by 1-rhich States can conduct thei r 

international relations and assist in the maintenance of internatione~ peace 

and securi·cy ·: . 

The States 111.embers of the Hon-Ali::;ned Hovement are presenting this draft 

declaration in e:;ood faith. 'l'hey zee it as a shield to be used oy all States , 

rather t.han as a s'-rord. The members of the ~jovement seek an.c1. requL·e the 

co .. operation of n.l l :Jtates outside the Hovement to ensure the aclo:r,>tion of this 

draft declarat ion at t h is session . 'Ihcy o5ee the draft decle.:ration as be inc; very 

nec~ssary , the c:i.rcUli1.S t o.nces as favourable a.ncl the time as propitious for 

its adoption. 

I should lilce t o quote from a public clocunent , vhi::!h i-·rc.s publis'!'ted :;.·ecently 

and rih:.i.ch very accurately reflects t he feelings of the non-ali[~neci. 

on the quest ion of co- operation o;.~ this matt er of the dra.ft declar"'.t ion ~ 

'
1He a r e convince<:. t hat there is no real alternative to this peaceful 

anc! elluitable co--o_peration, vhich must be founded on. the "ba£.is of 

equality, r espect for the independence and soverei;;nty of fJ~at~s and 

non·~interference i n the internal affD-irs of StF:.tes. ·.: 
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( J~r. Scotland Chairman of the 
Ad Hoc Horking Group) 

That quotation uas taken not from a non-alic;ned document but from 

the corronunique p u'.)lished recently at the end of the Pleeting between 

President Brezhnev of the UGS~ and Chancellor Schmidt of the Federal 

Republic of Germany. The members of the l·iovement feel that this quotation 

does accurately reflect their vie,·r on the question of co-operation on thi s 

matter of the draft d~claration. 

At the appropriate time, I shall consult "~>Tith the Secretariat 

to ci ve the document its formal st atus in the Con.J'l.i ttee . 

I!r . SIL~~~- (Yugosl avia): The state of the world today gives 

cause for grave concern . Pence and security are seriously threatened due to 

t he evermor e frequent use of force , an1ed inte rventions, interference in 

the internal affairs of States :· the laclc of solutions to m~ .. jor international 

problems and crises . the continuation of for eign occu~ation, the absence of 

disarmament ner,otiations , the escalation of bloc rivalries Md of the 

struc~le for spheres of influence between great Pmrers, the continued existence 

of colonial domination and racism and the exacerbation of international economic 

problems leadin~~ to the increasingl y difficult, even critical, position of the 

C.eveloping countries. The recent general debate held at the beginni ng of this 

session of the General .Assembly of the United Nat ions, which clearly sho1>red 

that tensions in the 1.rorld ar·~ ~rovinc.; , unequivocall y led to such an assessment. 

Therefore, it io not necessary for me to elaborate on all thi s 

in detail. Guch a situat ion i.n the world today confirms, perho.ps more than 

ever before, the importance of the Declaration on the 3trengthening of 

International Security . Undoubtedly , it is an international docUBent of lasting 

value . The Declaration consti tutec; a necessary supplement to the Cl.1arter of the 

United Nations and, at the so.me time ~ a code of conduct in international affairs . 

Recrettably, ue 11tust se.y that many States fail to l:eep to the letter and the 

spirit of this document and that many of its important provisions a re still not 

implemented. 

The non-a.li[Sned countri es have alHays paid ~reat att ention to the issue of 

the implementation of the Declarat i on on the Gt r enrt;theninc of International Security. 
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The princi ples and the policy of non··ali c;nrnent are based on the struggle 

for pea.ce i n the 1·10rld~ for the political independence .. sovereignty and 

territorial i ntecrity of all countries, for the equality and equal security 

of all members of the I nternational cor:1muni ty and for the r ight of all 

countries to decide or. their own destiny . Si nce the non~-aligned coLmtries 

act ively partici pated in the elaboration of the I'ecla.ration 5 

to a f~reat extent they inspired it vrith their policy and their vieHs 1n 

defining its noble task -· t he maintenance of 1vorl d peace and t he s trengthening 

of international security . From September 1961, in Belgrade " up t o the 

p resent day, t he non·-aligned countries have consistently strUGfY.ed for IJeace 

and security in the vorld and for t he establishment of a new and more equitable 

syst em of political and economic relat i ons . As they di d at their summit meetings 

in belgrade, Cc..:i.ro J Lusal~::a, JIJ.r,iers , Colombo and Havana., the non-ali gned count rie s, 

at their most recent I 1inisterial. Confe r ence heltl in February 1981 i n He1·1 Delhi ~ 

again expressed t heir gr ave concern over the t h r eats to peace and the increase of 

tensions , and. calle d upon all countries of the vrorld , part i cularly the great 

Pouers , to engage in t he preservation of peace and in the strengthening of 

inte~national security, 

Although t he accomplis hruents achi eved s i nce the aclopt ion of t he Declaration 

cannot be di s r egardeC:.? particularly in the f i eld of decolonizat i on ~ the emandpation 

of St ates and peoples and their l iberat i on from fore i f,n Qomi nation and influenc~. 

crises ar1d problems throuGhout the uorld are still jeopax-di zin~.,; peace ancl. securi ty, 

tode<.' ' pe r haps mor e than eve r . 

The i·liddle ~ast cri sis i s deepening and the peopl e of Palest i ne continue 

to be deprived of the r i ghts enjoyed by al1.00st all other peoples of the ,.,orld. 

'I'he s haule ful South African regi me cont inues vTi th its policy of racism and 

ap~.rt!_l~.~d .. usurpin~ t he freedom of the people of Hamibia and perpetrating acts 

of agc;ression a[',O.ins t i t s ne i ghbours , particularl y ll.ngola . 

Foreicn military forces a re still in Afchanistan and in ICaJ"!Puchea . 

The issue of Cyprus r emains unresolved and the islan<l divided. 

Security in Uorth- Ea.st 1\.sia i s endangered by the continuation of the i mposed 

division of Korea and by the s tubborn refusal of the reginte in the South t o a.ccept 

substantive neeotia tions. 
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( t.~ S 'l . Y 1 ' ) : .!:.~~-l. ov1.c. up;os _ _<;L~~ 

Instead of encacing in disar mament , the 1·Torld -· particularly the r;reat Pmrers -

is ar~cing . 1~e arms r ace has been squandering enormous resources 

1rhicl1 are indispensable for the stabilization of the uorld economy and for the 

speeding W) of the develo~r~nt of the Gevel opinG countries. 
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That is the picture of the -vrorld as it is today" but ~Te cannot accept that 

that reality shoul d remain unchanged. For that reason, vTe underline t lle 

signi f icance and the lasting value of the Declaration on the Strengthening of 

International Security. He request the vrithdra,·ral of Israel from the occupied 

territories and the exercise by the Pal estinian :people of its right to 

self'· ·deter :minahon including t :h.e r i,sht to its mm State. He uant South Africa 

to abandon the shameful system of ~artheJ...Q.~ and racism and to liberate Namibia , 

so that the people of that country may finally attain its freedom and 

independence. l.'e call for t he vithdrawal of foreign troops from Afghanistan 

an<'l. Kampuchea , so that t he peoples of those t~1o countries, too, roay ~ ~ri t hout outside 

interference, decide on their internal affairs. We demand that the problem of 

Cyprus be set t led on the bas i s of General Assembly and Security Council 

resolutions . thr ouch inter·-comrnunal ne[!;otiations. \·!e support a peaceful 

unification of the people of Korea ~ and consider that the initiatives of the 

De1aocratic People's Republic of Korea constitute a constructive basis t o that 

end . V!e ins i st on ur gent disarmament negotiations and on the adopt i on of 

apPr opriate decisions in this direct ion at t he fort hcominp; special session of 

the General Assembly devotecl. to disarmament. Ve demand the urgent launchine; 

of global negotiations aimed at solving the enormous economic problems with 

YThich all countries , and particularly the develo:pine; ones, are faced. 

The United Nations has a very important place and role in seeldnB 

solutions to these problems. The possibilities provided for on the basis of 

the Charter are f ar f rom be in.~ exhausted. lle are referrinc; here. fi rst, to 

two major organs of the United Nations -- t he General Assembly and the Security 

Council . 

Hhile the General Assembly is and should be the major negotiat ing body 

of the act ivit i es of the Uni ted i·lations, t he Security Council should in our 

opinion be far more active and efficient in def ence of peace and in the search 

for solutions ~ particularly for all the crucial inter national crises. Regrettabl y , 

t !1er e i s neither init iative nor concrete action within the Security Council ... 

particularly not from the Permanent Nembers, vrhich have special responsibilities -

vrhi ch voul d make that boil.y more efficient in the exercise of its primary 

role , wh ich is t he preservation of pP.ace and security in the worl d. 
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\'le der,lore the fact that the Security Council d i d not respono. to the clema,n cl. 

of the General .1\sserr.bly, contained in r e solution 35/158, to consider i t s 

methods and hiechani sm of Hork anCl action , vith the aim of increa sing its 

atrthority anrl enforceMent capacity. 1-!e hope that thi s demand l.rill not be 

l e ft \·Ti t hout r e sponse a [" a in , and that the Security Council 1•ill ta2~e 

into account otbe:r constructive recommendations and suc:gest ions as Hell 

e special ly those submitted in t he Speci al Col'llmittee on t he Charte r of t he 

Un:i.ted Nations and on t he Strengt hening of the Rol e of the Or gani zat i on. 

'J.'he Yuc;os l av delee;at i on woul d lil•e to stress ac;a in the significance 

that the impl ementat ion of the concept of zones of peace and. co--operation i n 

various parts of the \Torlt1 has for the strcngtheninc: of international security. 

I t c:oes uithout sayi n:?; tl1at thi s i s a del ice.te and complex political issue , 

f i rst, because it involves di rect and so~1etimes di verse i nterests of States 

in part icular rec;ions ., a.s vrell as t he i r common inter e st s. Thi s does not 

mean o hm·Tever , t hat •·re are not to discuss the matter. On the contrary 9 vre 

shoul d do our utmost "co enable the impl ementation of this concept in the 

nearest futur e. :::::n doing so~ ••e must proceed from the basic principles on 

Hh ich i nternat i onal rel:.>.tions shoul d be founded · non-use of force , 

non-intervention and non--interference, e(!uality and equal security for all, 

::>eaceful sett l ement of d i sputes :. e;ood- ne i r;hbourl i ness and peaceful co-·exi st ence . 

He note •·rith rec;ret that the i mplementation of t he concept of the Indian 

Ocean as a zone of peace is 'blocl~ed . Yugoslavia f ully support s t he justified 

demands of t he littoral and h i nt erland Stut es to stop t he arms race ., mil i tary 

bu ild··up , the ,srouinc~ tuili tary presence of gr eat Powers and i ncreased bloc-

rivalries 1-Thich have been intensified i n t his ree ion. The situation i s particularly 

tense owin~ to the wide international implications of the existing ad jacent 

crises in Sout h-East ancl. in South-Fest Asia . For t hat very reason •re consider 

the convenin: . .-; of the Conference on t he India n Ocean even more signi f i cant. 

He hope t l1at the preparations vithi n the ~~ Hoc. Comr!littee on the Indian 

Ocean uill gain momentum and that the Conference on the Indi an Ocean will 

be held a t Colombo> Sri Lanlta ~ in 1983. 

Yur,ozlavia, a s a non··aligned and i~editerranean country ) pays particular 

attention to the <Iuest ions of peace and security J.n the Hecliterranean . 
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Tl'rouc:.1out the year s ,me.n:r problems have accumul ate0. in ~his r elatively .small 

r ecion , :n.esides the existing and unresolven. crises ; ne1r conflict situations 

kceiJ br eaking out ~ all of uhich be<1.r exceptional ve i ght \Then seen uithin 

the context of the presence a.nd the ever· -ucre intensi f i ed gr eat-..?o ... rer ancl. 

bloc--rivalry in the area . 

Yue;osl avia has a l wo..:•s worl::ed for the affirmo..t ion of the idea of the 

t r ansforr1at ion of t he tleC',i terranean int o a zone of -;:>eace and co ·operation, 

an cJ. lw.s called fo r joint e f forts ~o be exerted to t hi s end. He ar e aware 

that t hi s is a conplex a nd lon,".;· ·t erm obj~ctivc and that its irnpl e::nentation 

Cfl.n be achieved onl y t hrouc;h the j ust and lasting solution of , or :lrrane;e~·,tents 

on various ex i stinf: pr oblems. none the less ~ ""~ are a l so FtHare that tce r e 

1s no G.lternative but the s earch for peace and security , pnrticularlJ' 

in :;:-e:lations among ne i ghbouring States . I n saying so . He "Tish neit her 

to pr e ,iucl:i.ce sol ut i ons a nd. ap;r eements : nor , even l ess,, t o l et t he problems 

,.,hich concern security a11d co--operation i n the Hediterranean, and "rhich 

are of v i tal importance to us .· get out of control. In our opinion ~ a 

construct i ve dia.lo[:.ue should be conducted on this important question, and 

ve are certain t hat it 1-l'ill not l1e unsuccessful . 

Secur i ty in the Hediterranean cannot be considered a separate ~roblem, 

but must be consider ed withi n the \·Ti der context of the situation i n Eur ope and 

even i n the worl d . The ; fedi t erranean linl<s t i1ree continents . l~any cultur es , 

politica l concepts and interests are present i n i t. 'J'he s ituat i on i n the 

J.:teJ.i t erranean i s cert ainly of primar y im}lort ance to the littoral States. It i s a l so 

stronr;ly a f f ected by t he rel8.t i ons between great Powers . Therefore ,, questions 

of peace, security and co .. operation in the r,fedi t erranean should be dealt "1ith 

wit h gr eat care and responsibi l i ty . Our e f forts shoul d be aimed at creatin& 

a sea of pea ce , a sea \·Th ich ;rill l ink r ather t han d i vi de us. 

Hor e tha n a y ear has passed s i nce the beginning of the 1'1adrid meeting of 

the Confer ence on Security and Co· operation in Europe. Unfortunately , i ts 

deliberations have been burdened with i ncreased deterioration of the i nternRtioal 

situation , par t i cul arly in the r elations bet't-reen major Powers . From this 

:9lace ve "'ouJ.d like to appeal to all part i cipants in the l'tladrid meeting not to 

vie\·7 t he 't-Torld f rom the standpoint of their individual i nterests . lJe al s o 
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Hppea.l to them to exert the i r utmost efforts and the max i mum of poli tical 

1rill to ach ieve an a{Sreement on the crucial problems on its ac;encl.a, i n order 

to provide the cont inu i ty of this process , Hhich is exceptionally sir;nifice.nt 

fo r peace not only i n Europe but als0 in the \.rorld at large. 

Yue;oslavia has participated in tl!e prer;ara.tion of a r esol ution on the 

implementation of the Decl aration on the Strengthening of Internationa l 

Security with a c r oup of non- alie;ned countries. 'rhis resolution Hill soon 

be int r oduced and we are ree.dy to start consultations on it immedi a tely with 

all i nterested delegations. 

I should l i l;:e nOvT to turn briefly to tvTo additional part icula rly ir•lport~ r..t 

questi ons which are now under consideration . 

First , thi s yea r '~e have before us a draft declar e.tion on the 

inadntissibility of intervention and inter f erence in the internal affairs of 

States, '.vhich has just been int roduced anc~ elaborated on by the r epr esentative 

of Guyana, our good friend Mr . Barton Scotl and. As he has already pointed 

out ., this draf t carries the support of all non···ali gned countries whic h in this 

I·Ta:' wanted to express once again thei r great concern about the eve r more frequent 

resort to the threat or use of force in i nternational r elations. 

By submitting this draft ,the non--ali~;ned countr i e s •1ant clearly and 

unequivocally to point out t heir determination not to accept intervention 

and i nterference in any form and under any pretext ;_.rhats cever. 

\·le consider this decl aration an i ndi spensable polit i cal document 1-rhich 

fills the gap in the existir.g international poli t i cal a nd legal s tructure . 

Ui tb its adoption the interr:atione.l community vrill gain a n important i nstrwnent 

·•1hich \Till in a clear and explicit way outlav.· all f orms of i nt erve nt ion and 

interference in t he a f fairs of other States . The draft declaration ccntains 

prec i se definitions of all vnla'l·rful acts \·Thich fall under the cateBory of 

intervention and interference, and it should serve a s a standard for the 

politica l assessment of such behavi our f rora vhatever quarter it may come. 

Today) when vTe are faced with numer ous i ntervent i ons and continued f ore i gn 

military presence in various parts of the uorld, the Gener a l Ass embly should 

adopt this draft declaratior<., a nd thus , once a~ain, confir m the inu.dmistiabili ty 

and the unla'I·Tfulness of i nterve nt i ons and inter ference in the internal affairs 

of States. Although 'lve are a•rare that onl y a short time i s left for necot i at i ons, 

we expect that agreement vTill be reached , and that t h i s except i onally import ant 

polit i cal document will be adopted . 
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(l·ll' . Silovich ~ Yu0oslavi~) 

Finally I should lil-:e to point out that my col.Ultry fully supports t he 

consideration of the question of r1vVl"lo :· ~ · (~nt •md stn:wtheninc: of 

good···neichbourliness betueen fltat es by the General Assembly and cons i derG that it 

;rill cont.ri "uute to the promotion of f~ood-nei13hbourly relations and co-oper<:•:don , 

c.::; vell as to the solution of problems among States in ::.;eneral and bet;-reen 

neiG~1bourin~ ones i n particular. Relations betveen na i c;hbours are moE:t directly 

connected ui t h efforts exerted touards the promotion of international co· ·operation 

i ll general and ;d t h the ~er.tocratization of international relc.t ions . 

"ile consider t hat ·(;he ~·enernli~~ti~n of the long practice ar.d certain noms 

of eood-nei ghbourliness is lil•ely to stren~hen fri endly r e lations and co-·oDeratiou 

a111ong States . Together with t he ~">rinciples of the Charter of the United ~iations , 

the provisions of the Declaration on Pr inci!>les on I nternationa l Lalr concerning 

Friendly Relations and Co- oper ation among Statez, esp ecially the principles of 

peaceful settlement o:f dispute s a.nd non .. interference c>.nd non- il'tervention in the 

internal affairs of States are of great i mportance for the development of 

;o;ood··nei ghbourliness . In this context Yugoslavia rer..cl.ers particula r im9ortance 

to n:·.t. ional :··.tinorit:ies, : ~l!i cl:. :u·e :.:rea.tl~t sir,nificnnt for the develo!;:.;ent of 

;_jOOd· ·nei ghbourl y relations . They constitute bridges of fr i endshi!:l :· better 

mutual understanding and co -operation amonG all col.Ultriec a.nd peoples in t he 

1-rorld and between neishbours in particular . 

Ue believe that the consideration of t~ , :i s question at the thirty- sixth 

session of' the General Assembly :::hould result in the ado:~,tion of' e. C.ecision in 

uhich the significance of good- neighbourl y relations bet,:een St~tes ' 1Ci.J.l u 1'.c 

rca.ffir:.~e<J. ~nd 1rhic}1 \!Oulll ];::t'Qvi.:lc for t !1e continuation of uork . in tl: i s .:D"e a. . 

T11is should be o.nothe:r contri'l":ntion to t~:.: !·'<lintennnce of' international Peace 

and security. 

I :r. 1 :Y~;~·:ER (Poland) : The disarmament debate Hhich the First Co~i ttee 

held prior to its concideration of agenda item ) 8 llas offerct~. Cllr'l"lle evi t,ence 

that the focal pr emise of t he security :::ystem as its obtains in the uorld e.t 

present is a balance or equilibrium of forces. The debate has a l so confirmed 

tha-t such a system can be Hortable onl::r insofar as it can adequatel y assure 

unimpaired and equal security to all concerned. 
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(!lr . \·JYZner, Poland) 

'l'he Polish delegation is not alone i n believi ng that the ultimate 

e :~fj. cr>..cy of ;,; uc~~ :1. ::."st en - the sense of real security Hhich it can generate -

t':.er>et" ~s to a far e;reater extent on mutual confidence betueen Stat es and peoples 

than on a dri ve t o r ee.ch ever hic;l1er levels of u.ri'~c:\""ent . Indeed, a~ ue l~11ow only 

too vTell, the i nternat i onal coamuni ty seems nou to attach critical i r TJOrt~nce 

mutual confidence and security based on balance at the lovTest poss i ble l evel of 

force rather than on sophist icated armoury . 

The O.octriue of rolilitary super i or i ty an<l the accel erat i ng a r ms race '·rh i ch 

it entail s are totally incompatibl e u ith se-curity perceptions, especially 

in Europe . The cuttinr; e~e of the pl ans for the pr oduction or deployment of 

neu vEeapons systems a i ms first of all at mutual conficl.ence , both in the milite.ry 

and non-military spheres . A r educeu confi dence leaves international s e curi ty 

mor e pr ecarious and m1certain t han ever . 

To turn to speci f ics as we i n Poland see them, the standine plans of t he 

i~orth Atlant i c •.rr eaty Or gani zat i on to expand i ts nuclear arsenal in Hestern 

Europe r epr esent a direct threat to security in Europe, hence to our mm national 

security and that o f our al lies . It is f or this r eason t hat Poland uelcomes the 

forthcoming USSR--Uni t ed States ncr,ot i at i cns in Geneva on nuclear •reapons in 

.G"'urope and l ool:s fon•ard t o t heir constructive aad earl y outcome . 

~-Te share the vie,., that international security, just like peace, is indivi sible . 

As a State located in Cent r al Europe vre a r e , ho~·rever, interested first and 

foremost i n the security s ituation Hhich pr evails in Europe , if only because that 

part o f the globe has the highest concentr ation of nuclear and convent; ional 

ueapons , suff ic i ent to i gn i te a ~lobal conflict. 

It was precise] y such cons ide r at ion which motivated Poland vrhen, a quarter 

of a century ago, it put f onrar d the Rapacki Plan for an a t om-fr ee zone 1n the 

centre of Europe . For r easons which a r e known onl y too well, Europe st i ll badly 

needs effecti ve d i sarmament measures to prevent the outbreak of a nuclear conflict 

that could engulf the \¥hol e vorld. 

It i s i n or der to prevent s uch a theoretical poss i bility that, toget her 1vith 

our alli es , vre are en,:sa3ed in t he Vienna talks on the reduction of armed forces 

and ar.u1aments in Centr a l Europe. 
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( r.-!r • Hyzner, Pol and) 

Let me r estate most ew.phatically t hat Poland, just like other Sta.t es 

members of the Harsavr Pact, is strongly in f avour of mutual reductions of armed 

for c e s and armament s, in accordance tdth the pr oposals t-re have submitted i n Vienna. 

\;fe believe that the so- called neu gener ation of confidence-buil dine measures 

nm-1 beine; discussed i n Vienna in no case must be r er,arded as a e;oal in t hemselves, 

but rather as a vehicle towards the promotion of a climate of detente and a 

contribution to the accomplishment of the ultimate objective - the limitation 

of the means of t-Taging war and effective di sarmament. 

Commenting on our efforts to str engthen security, I shoul d lil;:e to turn fo r 

a moment to the proposal to convene a confer ence on milita r y aspects of 

security in Europe, a proposal "rhich currently i s being di scussed at the 

Conference on Security and Co-oper ation i n Eur ope fol l m·r-up meeting held in 

l'iadrid . Pol and is one of five countri es that have submitted specific pr oposals 

on t his subject. Seconded by other members of the Harsmv Pact, that proposal 

calls for the conveninr; in Harsaw of a confer ence on military detente and 

disarmament in or der to pr ovi de , i nter alia, through a system of confi dence

building and securi ty-buil ding measures, for conditions conduvice to the 

r eduction of armed forces and armaments in Europe and the becinning of a 

tane;ible pr ocess of Eur opean disar mament. Ue ar e pleased to note that simila r 

motives have also prompted the presentation of proposals in that respect by 

Romania, Yu~oslavia and Sweden. 
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In formulatin~ our pr o!>(>sal "e are particularly anxious that the 

future Confer ence talte into account the follo~rinz principles: 

First , the arrangements to be ac;reecJ. upon should be without prejudice 

to the securi ty of any State:, thi s princi:ple should be applicable within 

the context of efforts to determine the aeo~raphical scope of a future 

conf i dence and secur ity--building measures zone . fl. He stern response to 

rec i pr ocate for the Soviet offer of l1arch 1981 , uhich extends the zone 

on the Eur opean part of the USSR, i s :•et to be formulated. 

Secondly, the convening of the conference and its consideration of 

specific proposals and measur es must in no •ray be directed af~ainst the 

i nterests of third countries, nor be to the detriment of other 

negotiat i ons on the limitation of armaments and disarma~ent on the 

subregional, regional or elobal l evel. 

Taltinc into account the basic requirements of an effective secur ity 

system, the Polish proposal is not confined to the consideration of 

confidence and security-building measures alone . It does not evade such 

crucial i ssues as the limitation of armaments or lowering the ceilings 

of mi litary confrontation i n l!.Urope . 

The conveni nG of a conference on confidence and security-building 

measures and on disarmament i n Europe vould mean that all St ates concerned 

would be able to contribute to the solution of security problems acceptable 

to all these States . It would, uc ho"l'"le , zener ate more propitious 

conditions for the establishm·ent in Europe of a zone secure from the danger 

of war and , in t he lone; run, a zone of limit ed armaments . l!,y delee;ation 

strongly believes that such a development could not but have a positive 

effect on other reeions as well . 

Cur inter est in bur o!?ean issue shoul<l in no case te interpr et ed 
as indifference to larger world problens. Together vith other sociali st 

States, ~re have put for"lorard a number of proposals aimed at effective re~iona.l 

and B~obal disarmament . It is not now my intention to dwell at length on 

t his subj ect ) as it vas exhaustively dealt with by the First Committee in 

the course of its disarmament debate. 
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(i·tr . 1Tyzner ? Pola!!Q 

The importance of early and ltleanincful pr ocr ess touerds halt ing the 

arms r ace does not mean that the international coru~unity should confine 

itself to 'wrldn~; for military detente alone . In our aspirations for a 

more effective security system we should bear in mind that there is an 

important corollary to milita ry aspects of security . I ndeed, to facilitate 

the achievement of the latter, it i s necessary, inter alia, to undertu!:c 

more deter mined effort s i n search for Hays of r educinc; the ~.;:ope of 

conflicts to institutionalize the various forms of 3overnmental and 

non-governmental consultations and to increase their substance~ 

to develop appropri ate forms of co- operation b~sed wherever possible on 

lone-ranse agreel'lents and to vicorously seek \-Tays of improvinG the 

mechanism for such co- operation , and to strive to achieve vital national 

objectives throuch negotiation without attempting to impose any one State's 

vill and solutions on others . 

The r esolve of my Government to Norl;: for the settlement of the 

socio-econol'lic conflicts and other internal pr obl ems in Poland through 

negotiations reflects also a deliberate pol icy of the Polish Goverruuent -

supported by the over,·rhelming majority of the Polish people - '1-rhich is 

pursued with due regard for the broader security implications for I!.'urope 

and beyond our cont i nent . Our determinat ion to maintain and consolidate 

Poland's alliance with the Soviet Union, our participation in the Harsaw 

Pact., nnd our ;-ocd r ..:: l r tions anJ. equitabl e co-cr~r:.•tion ;ri th ~11 St·ttCG ., ar e 

much more than just important cornerstones of our forei~1 policy . They 

are, indeed , cruci al factor s of European and world security . 

I should like to turn now to a quest i on which is of special interest 

to Poland as the initiator of the Declaration on the Preparation of 

Gocieties for Life in Peace adopted by the General Assembly three years 

ago. 
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(Hr . Hyzn~! , Poland_} 

AmonG the effor ts ain1ed at the stren~thenin~ of internat i onal security, 

a proper perspective must be reserved for the question of the implementation 

of that document . As i s well lmmm, it is a !Jroble!!l to \.Thich Poland has 

attached special importance. I n accordance Hith the request contained in 

Cener al Asse~bly r esolution 33/37 , my GoverTh~ent has duly presented 

e~~lwustive information on the i mplementation of the Declaration by Poland. 

As i s borne out by the report of the Secr etary-Ge neral (A/36/386), 

consistent and l ong- r anc;e act ions have been taken up by socialis t countries. 

A closer examination of the report reveals t hat the ideals and principl e s 

of the Declaration also enjo;~,r suppor t in many countries of Latin A.1erica . 

The efforts of these and other members of the i nternat i onal community were 

echoed by the active stand of many non-.e;overn.rnental or ganizations , r eligious 

communities and leaders, including the co!!l!lli t t ed vo ice of nis Holiness 

Pope John Paul II . 

I should like to te.ke tl" .. is opportunity to expr es_s our appreciation 

to those Gover nment s which, pur suant to the General Assembly's recommendat ion , 

have sent to the Secr etary- Gener al their r epli es on the implementation of 

the teclaration, vThich are contained in docwnents A/36/336 :::.nd Add . l o.nd l' .. dd .2. 

Their content has been carefull y studied by us and ve hope that they vill be 

helpful in the search for ne\·7 acceptable "'ays and means o f increasing 

international co~operation in this i mportant field . M:l' delegation has also 

taken note \·lith satisfaction of the positive ancl active attitude with r egard 

to the Declar ation de!1onstrated by many or r3ans and ac;encies of the t:nited illat ions 

systcr:: ' cs;.cc i nl l y u. ;~sco . 

fin interest inr, and const r uctive r esponse to t he Declnraticn has nl so cor.'ie 

f rom such orr,anizations as the Inter - ?arl iamentary Uni on, the Horld Peace 

Council, the Horld Federat i on of United i·!at i ons Associations and many other 

governmental and non-gover nmental internat i onal or c;ani zat i ons and associat i ons. 

Encour aged by the generally favourable response from a number of States, 

Poland presented at the Conference on Security and Co-operation ~n Europe 

follow-up meetinc; in r~ladrid a proposal envise>.ging various f orms of 

inter national co-operation for the implementat ion of the :Oeclarat i on . They 
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( i-:r_. Fyzner , Poland) 

include t:1e establ i shment of lonr.;-.ran{)e prograT!'mes of bil ateral efforts 

r-.uc h as, for i nst ance , ~neasures encouragino3 the r evic1·r of history t ext books 

in or d.er to elimi no.t c language or interpretation (l_eemed prejudic i a l o r at vCLrionce 

•.:ith histor y . 

The spirit of co~peration and the unity of purpose demonstrated in 

the pr ocess of implcnentation of the Declaration testify to the readiness 

of many States to foste r a system of education based upon the spirit of 

tolera nce and compas·; i on. In the words of a 19th century Pol ish poet , 

Cyprian l:1o nvid~ our 11e;oal is not to en joy peace, but to rnal;:e peace 11
• 

That means ahove all, t hat ve have to build a sol id structure of last i ng 

~)eace . The spirit of that maxim · · to our gr at i fication ·· appear s to be 

shared by Iilany . 
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In the view of my del egation , the stronger the harmf ul factors affecting the 

process of detente the gr eater t he urtr,ency of shaping i nt ernational r el ations on 

the basis of the principl es set forth in the Declaration. As we see the most 

press inc; tasks, it i s necessary to deploy far more dedicated efforts if vre are to 

put into effect the principal concept s and ideals of the Declarat i on . These efforts 

should provide , in particular , for: an increa se in active co-onera.tion emonrr all 

States, i ncluding consultation and exchange of experience ; good faith in dialoeue 

and ne~otiations based on a desire to seek acconunodation rather than confrontation: 

increased and more deter rrined re~ional efforts on all cont inents: incr eased 

co··operat ion on the bil ateral level ., and promotion of ~ood· ·neighbourliness , wutual 

r espect, equal rights and mutual understandinG and, final l y-. encoura.ge,...,ent of 

spec i fic activities of [l;overnmental and non··c;over ru-nent al organizations as well as 

of i nstit utions and persons involved in education , culture and the mass media. 

I should like to str8ss once again that my Government considers the United 

Nat i ons system to be the most natural environment for the promotion of ideas 

a i med at the prepar ation of societies for life in peace . This objective, in our 

v i ew· " would certainl y be bette!r served if necessar y improvAroents vrer e made in the 

methods whereby the international conununi ty is made faJililie.r with the text and the 

spirit of the Decl aration . At stake is that all Gover nments and peoples should be 

convinced that education and preparation for peace are the sole alternative to 

education f or vro.r . whether .. cold1
• or 11hot .: • 

The Government of Poland st ands r eady to continue i ts e fforts tov:ards that end 

and urees other Governments t o t ake similar positions . Accordingly, my del egation , 

together with other inter est ed del egations , has prepared a draft r esolution which , 

we hope, will r espond to the concerns of the international community. That draft 

r esolut i on i s contai ned in document A/C.l/36/L.58. 

I now, therefore , have the privilege of introducing that document on behalf of 

t he delegations of Afghanistan, Alger ia , Col ombia, Czechoslovakia, the Ger man 

Democrat i c Republic, Ghana, Indonesia, i··ladagascar, Peru; the Phil i ppines) the United 

Republic of Cameroon, Yugosl e.via and Poland :. those States ar e among the ori:;inal 

sponsors of the Declaration of 15 December 197H. 

The draft resolution i s largely self-·explanatory . In its operative part it 

solemnly i nvites all States t o i ntensify the i r efforts towards the impleznentation 

of the Declaration , and r e iterates the appeal for concerted action on the part 
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of Government s, the United lTat ions and other c;overrui.1ental and non ~governmental 

or canizations vdth a vieH to establishing, maintaining ancl. strenGthening a j ust am1 

durabl e peace for present and futur e generations. In its fine.l paragr aph. the 

draft r esolution ) j._~~~..!:._ali~, requests the Secretar~r-General to submit a r eport 

to the GenereJ. Assei.JJ.bly on the uro..,.re ss made in the iT'l.:olementation of the 

Declaration . 

It i s the hope of the s ponsors of the clraft resolution ~ on whose behalf it i s 

my honour to v.ddress t he First Committee , that its text Hill commend itself to 

the Cor.uni t tee for adoption by consensus . 

E~r_._ ~-1!'l-li~r RAHFAN ( Ban~ladesh) · The ar:enda i tems nmv being debated a r e morE 

relevant to all of us than ever before. Since the Declaratio:1 on the Str ene;thenin:,; 

of I nternational Security •ras adonted by the Gener al Assembly by virtual consensus 

10 years ago~ certain posi t ive developwent s have taken place \·Thich need to be 

commended by the international conununity. Last year : my del egat ion had the privilee:;e 

of introducinc a draft resolntion relatin~ to that Declaration to the General 

Assembly . Howeve r , so f ar it has not been possibl e to ensure full compliance by all 

States with all the pr ovisions of the Declaration . The worseninG internati onal 

situation tlS r ecent evidence has shmm, has pr oved conclus i vely t hat t he lack of 

consensus and political will has been the main stumblin~ block in the way of the 

full i mpl eruento.tion o f t he provisions of t he Declaration . 

'l'he adopt i on of the Declt.\ration vas cons i der ed a landmar lr. in the history of 

the United ~Tations . That important document provides ~uidelines anc. a broad 

prograrmne for t he strengt:1ening of t he United Nations H.s an instrument f o r the easing 

of i nter national tensions and the creat i on of condit i ons for t he attainment of jus t 

H.nd lastine; peace . The Gener al Assembly , at each of i ts last nine r ec;ula.r sessions , 

adopted r esolutions solemnly reaffirminp all the principles and purposes of the 

Declaration. The Assembly called upon all States to adhere fully to the principles 

a nd purposes of the Charter of the United Na t ions ancl the provisions of the 

Declaration ; as \vell as to t hose of t he Declaration on Principles of Internationa l 

LaH concerning Friendly Relations and Co--operation among St ates in accordance with 

the Charte r of t he United Nations, as t he basis of relat ions among all States, 

irres~ective of their s ize , level of development , or political , economic and 
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social systems. In t hose resolutions, the General Assembly noted with deep 

concern that many of the prin~iples and provisions of the Declaration have been 

i6nored or violated, particular ly with re~ard to the principles of national 

independence> sovereignty~ territorial i nte"'ri ty . non···intervention , non· · interference ~ 

recourse to the threat or use of force resultins in breaches of the peace 0 and 

threats to international peac e and security. Attention \vas dra'm also to the 

non- compliance by States with their obli3ation to settle disputes oy peaceful 

means in accordance wi th the Charter of the United Nations, to a disre~arrl 

for the role of the United Nations and to a lessenin~ of confi dence in the 

effectiveness of the Securi ty Council in ensuring internat i onal peace and 

security. 

The Assembly also stressed its grave concern at the continuinr exist ence 

of crises and focal point s of t ension in various regions and the cont inui ng 

existence of colonialism 9 neo .. colonialism., racism and ~.J?ar~heid., vhich rema i n 

the basic obstacles to the strengthening of international peace and securi ty. 
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The General Assembl y and the Security Counci l have in the recent past been 

sei zed in several insta.nces of a great number of di sputes and conflicts brou~ht 

about by a failure to comply with obligations assumed under the Charter. 

Such conflicts have proved profoundly <:etr imental not only to the parties 

involved, but also to the international coL~unity as a whole . The time has 

come, ther efor e, for all Nembers of the Uni ted Hati ons to redouble their 

efforts and to seel' urg-ent, equitable sol utions of the conflicts, in conformity 

with the purposes and principles of the United Nations Charter, and bring 

about a lastinG peace in the world . Determined efforts should made further 

to increase the effectjveness of the United Nations in the maintenance and 

consolidation of internat i onal peace and security, in particul ar by enhancing 

its peace-makine and peace- keepi ne capabilit i es, including improv~~ent of t he 

machiner y for the pacific settlement of disputes . 

The Final Document adopted at t he special session .~ f the General Assembly 

devot ed to disarmament contained certain fundamental principles for disarmament 

nec;otiations, strict adher ence to '1-Thich ,.,ould ensure that disarmament measures 

woul d be compatibl e with i mproving and increasing security through 

disarmament . The success of di sarmament efforts presupposes a balanced and 

strict observance of these mutual obl i cations . Furt her adequate measures 

of verification satisfactory to all parties in implementation of the 

Declar ation on Int ernational Security are necessary . 

There is a cl ose interrel ationship between disarmament, development and 

str enr;thening of int er national secur i ty . Concerted internati onal co- operation 

in the economic field , on the basis of an agreed strategy to reduce and eliminate 

the c;ap bet,·reen the. developed and developing countries, i s a vit al precondition 

for the strenr,thening of i nternntional peace and security. I t i s essential that 

the developed and surplus-fund countries demonstrate the necessary political will 

to understcr.d better the plight of the developing countries and join t heir 

efforts to avoid an economic cataclysm havi ng unforeseen consequences on 

i nternational peace and security . 

In recop,nit ion of the urgency of the need fo r the rest ructur i ng of economic 

r elations and t he establishment of the New International Economic Order, the 

historical Cancun surr~it between the leaders of the developed and developing count ries 

countries, at '·lhich my Government had the privilege of participating, t ook 

place. Pe ar e hopeful that . as a consequence of the Cancun Summit . meaninp:ful 
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dialor,ue Hill commence betvreen the developed aml t he developing countr ies vith a 

vi e1.r to a ehieving a mor e equi table international economic orCer . 

Hhile my <lelec;ation is deeply concerne d over the deteriorating international 

s ecurity situa.tion . we at t he same time h~:~.ve striven to lend meanin17; 

and nur port to t he c<111c ept of' r~ood--neif.hbourliness betH~en State s . The concept 

of ;..;ood neighbourl iness is as ol d o.s t he h i s t or y of civ5.lizntion itself . Even 

~·Then the old precepts of j.nternationFtl lavr and the anc i ent tabl e ts r.;overnine 

the basic rele.tions behreen <-.nd amon13 States were being formula teo., the 

overridin:; factor s hapinc; those pr:i.nc iples was the c011Viction of t he need for 

eood neif";1bourliness among St::;.tes. This conc ept t hE>refor e vill continue to 

r emB i n an b nportant acceptabl e f orce in governing relations bet 1reen independent 

and s overei;:n State s of t he , .. or l d. . The supre~ne necess j':ty of acceptance of and. 

r espect f or the concept of gocd ne iehbourl iness is felt today more t htm ever 

before, since historical experience in the evolution of international r elations 

has sho\m "beyond uoubt that the secur ity of every nation and the maintenance 

of i nt ernational J~eace and security largely depend on the measures ta.ken by 

neighbouring States with rega.rd t o their mutual relations . 

The importance o f t he pr i nciple of eood neighhourl iness fnr maintaining 

i nter nat iona l p eace and security and promoting f riendly relations betvreen 

Stat es has been emphas i zed in very clear terms in t he United Nations Charter , 

1rhich stipulates tha t one of t he principal aims of t he United Nations is to 

ensure that the peoples of t h n Horld can live in peace in a spir it of good 

ne i ghbourliness . The i mportance of t hat Charter princi)!le was further r eaffirmed 

in t he unanimously adopted Declaration on the Principles of International L~w 

concernin~ Friendly Relations and Co- operati on among States , in accordance 1rith 

t he Charter of t he United Nat ions . 

The existence of neighbourinc States having different and varied politice~, 

social , economic and cultural systems makes it incumbent upon all St 0.tes to 

ma.ke conscious efforts at establ i shing good-neighbourly relations bP.sed on a. 

spir it of understa.nding and accommodation , equity and ,1ustice and of not 

interfering - covertly or overtly in the internal affairs of other States . Any 

violation of this sp irit in t he past has led to tension and conflict , ,.,hich 

has more o~·ten than not de,3enerated into open rnili t a l"'J conflict . 
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The c,crdinal principle of the f or eign policy of Bangl adesh i s based on its 

constitutional oblisations that stipulate t hat our rel 8,ti0ns are based on 

friendship tm..rards all :md malice towards none . Guided b;;r this conviction , 

t he Governm.ent of Bangladesh has ahrays sought t o foster Hi th its neighbours 

solutions to all problems" potential or outstanding, in a spirit of C0· ·0peration 

and understanding based on the principle of equi t y and justice . As an extension 

of that policy outside the parameter of Banc;ladesh, the Government of Bangladesh 

has '"holeheart edly supported. t he s pirit of detente a nd ~eneral relaxation of 

i nternational tension. vlhile pursuing good-neighbourly relations with its 

neighbours , Ban~ladesh has at the same t ime encouraged the gradual evolution 

of the pr oces s of democrat ization of internat ional relations fr:tcilitating t he 

part icipation of all States , big or small, powerful or veat, militarily 

significant or not, in all international conf erences on a basis of equality. 

f'.s a member of t he Non-Aligned t-1ov ement, BRngladesh since its very inception 

has made concerted effor ts in such forums as the Uni t ed Nations, the I s lamic 

Conference, t he Commonwealth and the non- Aligned !1ovement in favour of t he cause 

of peace and inter national security and the development and intensification 

of' co-operatioi1, economic and polit ical, bet,..reen all States in the world . 

Since its independence, B<:mgladesh has t aken s incere and :persistent 

initiat ives in promoting all,·round relations with its neighbours . As part 

of t hat per sistent ob,jective of the Goverrunent of Bangladesh, t he late 

President Zi aur Rahman conferred 1-iith t he Heads of State of all the nei~:;hbouring 

States on matters of common interest . Pr e sident Ziaur Rahman , through his 

bilateral tal ks at the hiehest l evel with t he leaders of nll neighbouring countries 

set in motion a spirit 1vhose salubrious impact is obvi ous t o all. The 

i nitiative of t he late President on the South Asian Forum for Co-operation and 

Development amonc s even South Asian countries is historical. The first t>·JO 

.meetings a t the hi ghest official level have been concluded, and several hi gh-

l eve l committees have been set up to examine further the areas of co- operation 

i n various fields , such as agricul t ure, hydroelectric pm..rer , trade , commerce , 

cultural exchanges and co-operat ion at va.rious other l evels . As a result of 

the active policy of peace and friendshi p pursued by Bangladesh in every f i eld, 

Bangladesh has contribut ed to the cause of p eace and detente , pro~ress 

prosperity, co .. oper ation and national i ndependence all over the 1-rorld . 
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Bang;la.desh vot ec1 fo:r General Assembly resol u:Cion 34/99 _ convincec"'. 

of t he il!',portance of coot~.- ·neiGhbourliness , vrhieh can b:r.inc a.bout c·. 

climate of confic:'.ence aml se,:::uri t y o.r.1onc; 8tates. As G:ene:r.a l Asseii1.b1y 

resolut ion 31:/99 unc"..erlines . the basis for good· nei.n:hbour l iness lies 

in resiJec t for the !Jri nc il)l es of national independence and sovereic:nty. 

ec.uali t'! under lav of all Sto.tes , non-- interference ir.. the internal o.f fair':l 

of States und non-use of force or the threat of use of force in resolving 

pr oblems. Thi s resolution s:9ecifically noints ot~t the supreme 

necessity of r esolving pr oblems thr oucsh pacific xneans vithout 

affectii1[~ ten·itorial inteGrit~. the inviolabilit~r o f fronti ers a nd 

respect for the riGht of peo"[lles to decide tbei::::- oun dest iny and to 

fulfil their Charter obli:::;at ions ui thout any e.tte:fi!~;t to establish <.>. 

sphere of innuence or <lolain::.tion. It is a l1l::ttter of recorG.. that 

ee.ch t ime t his fundaEent.al principle of international laH has been 

violated or attem~Jts cave been llKl.de t o act Hithout rec;ar cl to these 

nr i nciples ., the foundation of t he principle of good· nei c;hbourliness 

has been COi:1promi s e cl. g i Yin[.; rise to avoidable tension 1·ri th the potentia l 

fo r conf lict o.nd a breach of interno.tiono.l 11eace and security . 

In conc l usion . r'ly delegation believes that the princ iple of 

Good· neighbourliness should 'be further cons idered vri th ::.>. v i ew t o 

seeking agreement on specific ruodalities t o enhance i-t. ancl ensure 

un iversal and strict adherence to t his pr inc ipl e as t he basis 

for promoting peace , co- operation and mutual resDect amonG all nations . 

l-ir • GAUC I ( f-1al ta) : ttr . Chairman > the President of your 

country . I1r. SerGei l~ra.i:;her , has just concluC',eC. a successful visit 

t o [;ial ta. I t set the la.test seal on the exceptionally friendl y rel~:>.tions 

bet ,,reen our t1vo countries . based on the principles of true non- -alic:mHent . 

It is against this baclq; r ouud th~.-c I varr;1ly complil'lent you on ~rour 

election to l;reside over the vrork of our Committee an~1 t hat I e;~tencl s incer e 

cont;ratulations to the other officers of the ~ommittee . 
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I have triet' to condense in one statement all of the Hejor 

!)r eoccu")at ions of ny dele~ation , D.nl1. I therefore cr ave your induJ . .:;ence 

!.:r. Chair nen ancl. that of the Llembers i:L I toJ·e ttr> l!tor e of the 

Coli!mittce · s valual)le tirte than I myself -vrould have pre:err ed to do . 

The seo.rch for secur:i.ty il1 the pe.st -.,.r~?.r pcr ioC:!. has relied very 

hcaviJ.y on the doctrine of nuclear deterrence. \Te have ho.d cuite 

enout:;l1 ti1:1e to eva.l uate the outcome of ·shis policy . I n terr.1s of cost , 

i t 1w.s been rtdnous i n ·cerr.1s of s ecurity acquired. ~ it h~s proved 

barren in ten.s of o.ccur.tulutec1 lethal -vreo.11onry t he results are 

cl.isa strous and in ter.ns of ::::'uture lJe r s ')ectives a continuation of 

that pol~: cy i s li!·ely to be catastrophic. 

Thirty ·five years ago , on the threshol d of the nuclear a ge _ 

the very first resolution adopted in the Cenero.l Assembly called for 

t he complete T'r ohi b i tion of nuclear \lea:9QDS . 'l'oday those Hear.-ons no 

lon;,er form a d i stant backdr op o f terror , a vaeue and. remote t hr eat 

of tota.l destruct ion should relations between nucleF.!.r~weapon States 

l urc h erratically out of control. On the contrary _ those Hea:x>ns 

50 , 000 o~ them a t the l~test count -seem to be all aroun~ 

us . ea.cl1 pul s o.t inc; uith a pro1:ise of terminal destruction ~·rithin 30 

~.:inutcs of l~unch. 

The unuerlying politics ~ the accompanyinp rhetoric of East· '!est 

confronte:tion . have thHarted all efforts to h.eep the lid on the nuclear 

"'cnie. Ten years ac;o : ,.rhen there Has still some room for opt i1~ism ~ 

,.:e :ni cht have recar<led SALT I as the initial ste:? in a natura.l 

r.r oc,ression At that time . a partial t est-b!ln Treaty anc1 a ~!on- Proliferation 

Treaty Here in force . In Vienna , attempts ,.rerc be inc; made to r educe 

conventional Eorces in Lurope . These earlier hopes . however, have been 

ba<ily t1isappointed . .if not finally crushed . ciurin3 the :_1:\s t <iecac1.e . 
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The obj ective of e;eneral e.nd compl ete 0.i sarr.1ament had then already 

been r ele;:;a ted t o arms control an(l even that has pr oved to b e a very 

forlor11 subject. It voul<J. appear · · to paraiJhr a.se r.instein ' s vwrst 

prophecy . · tl1at the spl ittinc, of the atom has chans ed everythinrr except 

manki nd· s ~·ray of thinldnG thus , ue aeem to drift he l pl essly touards 

unpar 2.lle l ed catastrophe . Each ~rear ue pledr:e to alter course each 

year ue fai l and the s i tuation deteriorates further . 

'l'he fi r st snecial session devoted to disc.rme.ment underlined that 

the arms race itself has becohle a threat to the security of nations . 

Fine sentinents and very true observations In pr actice , however, the 

objective of s ecurity . 'm indispen£~ble element of :9eace .. continues to 

be via outmoded and increasinely Jan6erous .::1.ethods . 

The super·--Po~rers have adclecl thousands of Harheac1s to their arsenals 

s i nce SALT I and they have car ried out more tests since the sicnattlre 

of the partia l test ·-·ban Tr eaty than 11reviousJ.y. Statistical di sparity 

in vreaponry is simplisticaJ.ly vieued e.s i ndicative of either str en[;th 

on one s ide or uealmess on the other ? ancl secu:r.ity is equate<l. 1·rith 

the maintene.nce of a precarious balance o f c1.eterrence J or doctrines 

r anging from t he chimera of l imited Harfare to strateci c supe r iority . 

Apparently: the realization has not yet sunl;, i n that a conbination 

of fear a ncl uncertainty can n·::!ver be the foundat i on of lo.:3ic and 

consequently . that endless :.>.cquisition of nuclear vee.pons offers 

no ~uarantee of protection whatsoever. On the contr ary, it undernines 

the security of t he protaeoni sts j ust as much a s i t threatens the very 

existence of all nations and peovles . 

Acquisi tion of nuclear wea:,on s is seen by t he defenders of the 

deterrence <'toctrine as i nclefin i tely postponinr. vrar . They point out 

that deterrence bas kept the 'Peace for 36 years . It i s o f course a 

moot point vrhether the absence of vrorlcl con f l v.c;r ation i s really the 

p1·oduct of deterrence it could equally be due to a r eco.3ni tioi1 by e.ll 

of the futility, based on bi t ·cer e~cJ)erience, of any one nation trying 

t o dominate the vorld . 
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Dut even -~his realization ha s not elimint'.ted uidesprec.Cl. conflict 

in different a reo.s and on dozens of occasions since the lust Horld 1:ar . 

Hotbeds of cension persist; what is worse, they are ,q;enerously fed by 

ar.~s supplies frot! the m1jo:r PoHer s vhile political intic.tives are 

stifled. 

One tleficiency in our past o.pproo.ches i mr.1ec1io.tel:r beco;;:es evident , 

'fhe theory of <leterrence focuses on t ension .,. uhich in turn hinders 

t i'\e r esolution of political differences betl-reen t he suner- Po'l-rer s . 

Dete::.'Tence pe~--s~ does littl e to pror:!ote t he C'Uest for ~ea.ce . I t 

prO}~oses no resolution of differences and asswiles thnt C:ecision !·trd.-ers 

faceL1 1dth hi s hly complex sit untionz vill aJ.Payf': behave i n r>. rational 

Dannc~. 

Yet . as 11as obvious f r or:t a recent press conference i t is clear 

th~t leaeiers "'ith direct access to or close to t he nuclear bu·i:;ton 

,.,ere confused or uninforr..ed as to vhat exactly is contained in sensitive 

contingency pl ans .. This casts doubt on the vo.l i<tit:v of &t l east one 

assumption of the deterrence thereof. 

I u a~ditiou ~ there have al so been several r eported instances of 

false nuclear a l ert s in just one year thr our;h errors in communications 

systems . He can SA.fely c.ssume tho.t at least as many i nc idents have not 

even been r eported. Improvenents i n cOJll.'~tunications systeJlLS pr ovide 

no c;uarantee vhatsoever against unpredictable technical faults . 
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And yet ve continue to hear more and more loose talk about the 

feasibility of limited and 1vinnable nuclear 1-rars ; ve even read recently 

reports that t he neutron bomb might be u see. in case of emerGency in Korea . 

This merely confirms our perception that 1re nov stand on the very edge of 

t he precipice . 

Negotiations bet~oreen the super--Pouers have long been part of a 

"stop-go:. approach: periods of silence are interspersed 1-ri t h an exchanc;e 

of truisms about the need for better relations no sooner enunciated than 

acted on in direct contradiction of stated intentions. Each side is f ixated 

by the myth of relative advantac;e and feverishly manoeuvrinc; to retai n 

r.taximum superiority. Neither side can possess a totally effective f irst-strike 

capability but each uorries that the other might reach such a breal::- through . 

Nec;otiations of this type do not break old moulds ~ they have become part 

and parcel of t he arms race and mirror its increasing paranoia. 

All too often international conflicts, or a potential conflict , 

result in a polarization of positions by the super-Pouers and their allies . 

It has become almost axiomatic that the East 1rill espouse one side and 

the Vest the other. Trouble spots, as one distinguished :Curopean politician 

connnented recently, are vieued throU£;h a n East-Uest prism. This has led to a 

precarious armed confrontatior- in many trouble spots and, of course , 

to complete paralysis of the Sec urity Council . 

I n the current arctic state of Eas t -Hest relations, it is perhaps comforting 

that the hro super-Pm.rers have f inall y agreed to resume negot iations on 

theatre nuclear ueapons i n Europe. H01·rever, my delecation is not un0.uly 

optimistic. Past experience has amply demonstrated that ac;reement to talk CJ.oes 

not mean that concrete results 1rill etnerge . Political gestures cannot be 

confused uith 13enuine attempts to reduce the s ize of military arsenals. 

The negotiation process, ;rith its inherent counter-balancing efforts , 

promises to be a tortuous one . 

The past three decades have proved convincingly that developments in 

military technoloGY continue inexore.bly rec;ardless of the international 

negotiating c l i mate. He noi·T fear that some ne\·T Heapons threaten to lm-rer 

the nuclear threshold and may even trigger a nuclear exchange : t he ne>r eeneration 



RG/14 A/C .1/36/PV . l: 5 
62 

(~~! · Gauci, !ialta) 

of chemical 'reapons also r epresents a further malign tvist in the arms 

race spiral. And the search f or neu weapon systems is no•·r probing 

outer space . 

!·lili tary strateu;ists speaJc blit hely in t enus of mec;a-deaths . 

He have been catapulted into a neu plateau of destructivenes s a.nd redundancy . 

The latest recipient of the Albert Einstein Peace Prize riGhtly stated: 

·'To my mind the nuclear bomb i s the most useless veapon ever invented. 

It can be employed to no rational pur pose . It is not even a n effective 

defence a~ainst itself . It is only somethin8 vri t h uhich, in a moment 

of petulance or p anic , you n ay commit such acts as no sane person 

1-rould ever uish to have on his conscience. :1 

It seems that 1re have nmr reached the staGe uhere rear1aament 

appears to be the natur al state of beinG . Heither super-Pmrer is uillinG 

to alter its milit ary cours e or can coerce t he other to do so. Yet the 

political and military realities of today cal l for an alternative scenario 

'·rhich 1rould r educe the chances of involvement in a military confrontation 

and enhance a common concern about survival and economic and social pr oGress. 

I am conscious that these brie f remarl;:s on the disarmament aspects of 

security only echo detailed expositions made by previous speakers. 

Ue are pleased to note that our vieus coinci de vri th those of neutral and 

other non-aligned countries rneobers of the Committee on Disarmament, 

''hose contributions in that Cowr.1i ttee "e highly value. 

I must admit that t'ialta 's ho::._1es a r e not very sanc;uine either as to the 

practical outcome of many p r oposals Hhich are merely declaratory in character ~ 

yet vre have a natural tendency not to oppose any measure calculated 

to promote disarmar.1ent and not autonat ically to doubt the c;ood intentions 

of its proponents. He shall therefore support most pr oposals, 1-1hile pointine out 

that , since they do not pr ovide the necessary reassurance , they should at least 

be limited in number so as not to detract attention f rom more specific measures . 

Our prefer ence fo r action as opposed to rhetoric remains steadfast; and, if 

He have had nothing but vague declarations these past feu years ~ ''e have 

at least had some valuable studies . 
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I \'Tish to commend in particular the report of the United Hations 

Group of Governmental Experts on t he Delationship betueen Disarmament and 

Development, uhich show·s in a very clear and concise manner that \'Te have to 

face a choice . '.i.'he arms race cannot be reconciled vith the pursuit of a 

more sustainable international econonic and political order. 

It is therefore not surl)risin;~ that, in cotmtries uhere freedom of 

e~~ression end of assembly is not cu1~ailed, public and professional protest 

ar,ainst the arms race is r;aining momentum. Today's potential barometer of 

destruction has reached an all~time high . 

.A.gainst this blealc universal outlool;:, my country feels very strongly 

that there is a better prospect of progress in regional init iatives '"hich 

respect globe~ ~uidelines and '·rhich aim to ease, rather than to accentuate, 

the danQ;erous stalemate of East--Hest confrontation. 

Clearly, there are certain conditions and requirements of security \'Thich 

are specific to particular re[.~ions. Equally clearly, att~nrpts to strengthen 

security in one region '-rill have a stabilizine; effect beyond that region 

and lrill therefore increase global security . 

For some tine nou many countries have supported the idea of zones of 

peace in various regions of the ''orld. '!'his is a political and not e legal 

concept, and the absence of any precise definition should not inhibit 

r ecional initiatives. 

~ zone of peace may be seen as a recion or subreeion whose component 

States aim jointly to prottoi:e a better future throuch planned co-operation . 

These joint e fforts tal~e into accom1t the specific characteristics of the 

region and the universal norms for reducing tension and for pror!'otin:~ stability " 

thus enhancing the prospects and spreadin~ the contagion of peace. 

Leaders of the majority of littoral States of the :·Jediterranean have 

publicly stated their desire to create a zone of peace and co-operation in 

this region. The initiative is theirs alone to tal~e. ~·)bile it is ~:>referable 

that all States in the i<Iedi terrane an should eventually be involved , there is 

room for unilateral and subregional action. The com:!,)lete elininaticn of military 

bases in i!alta in 1979, and our subsequent ratification of a neutrality agreement 

lrith Italy, is a case in point. Halta has no\'r unilaterally fulfilled its 
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political vocation and made its contribution to fiediterranean security 

i n a most tangible uay . I taly and other countries recognize and encourage 

t his r ole . 

The zone of peace concept is a reGional and politica l response 

11hich goes far beyond the objectives of disarmament and arms cont r ol . 

The States involved ~·roulcl be able to tackle their o1m p r obl ems in a 

f'rame1vork 1·rhich r epresents t he positive side o f co-operation . They could 

offer their good offices in reducing r er;ional tension, r esolving existing 

conf licts and p r e ventinr, ne1·r ones from a risinG. 

The establishment of a zone of peace in the Hediterranean could 

eventually entail the creati on of a political forum for periodi c discussi on. 

I t <rould be necessary to revieu ::_:>ro[;r ess f rom time to time , to elilbarl~ on 

neu proj ects and to seel~ r ecocnition of the zone of peace by outside Pouer s, 

especicd ly nuclear ones . Above all , component States HOuld be tacl,li ng their 

o1m p r obl ems, free from interference by the super-Power s, '"hose int erests 

have proved to be so often d i aruetrically opposed. 

The Non-Al i g ned Hovenent has lone r e cor;nized that the super -Pouer s bear 

a special r espons i b i l ity tmrar ds t he p ro!notion of peace . J.!alta' s posi t i on 

of neutrality is nou formally r ecoGnized by parties in both major military alli Elnces . 

The agr eement Hith I taly was registe red, i n tel'!lS of Article 102 of the Charter 

cf t he United I1Tations, on 25 July 1981 a nd that u i th the Soviet 

Union on 24 November 1981 . Hecognition of the Uediterranean as a zone of 

peace "rould repr esent a flo"rering and l ogi cal extensi on of this policy . 
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The ~1on ···Alie;ned Hovement as a whole has expressed its respect for., and 

support of , Nalta's new status , and has recos nised it as a posit ive 

contribut i on to peace and stability in the region . Your own country, 

i!r . Chairman , as l onP, e.go as 22 June 1~80, in a .joint declaration with Halta, 

gave us i ts full , support for which we express appreciation . I t vas reaffirmed 

in specific detail in the j~ir.t communique issued at the conclusion of your 

President's visit to l·1alta this veek. 

It. is therefor e all the more r egr ettable that Libya, an act ive and 

a:-abi t ious fellow ··i':[editerranean non-al igned country , should have embarked on an 

aggressive posture towards Mal ta's effort s a t a t taining eccnomic self- sufficiency 

t hroueh exploration for , an•~. exploitation of , our offshore resources . 

Despi te year s of patient neGotiations , despite Libya 's professi on of 

friendship for t he people o f Malta ~ despite overtur es f r om friendly countries, 

Libya's belligerent response to Mal ta's peaceful act ivities was the despatch 

of missile--bearing llunboat against an unarmed oil riz , f orcing i t t o 

suspend activities . 

Libya has maintained its thr eat again to use forc e acainst Halta's 

peaceful explor e.t ion should we r ::sume activities at any tir..1e in the future, 

and i t continue s t o tilake una cceptable unilateral conditions to prevent the 

matter being adjudicated by the International Court of Just:i.ce . 

To the regret and concern of my GovernLlent , t he Security Council , 

fac ed with thi s evinence, hesitates t o urge Libya t o pursue <m equi tabl e 

and :peaceful code of conduct . \>Yc f ind this difficult to understand. Libya 

is flout ing the Charter, the princ ipl es of non--alia;nment anC. of good 

ne i ghbourly r elations, and r egr ettabl y the Security Council looks on as a 

disinterested spect ator' despite r~alta; s appeal for the pr otection of the 

Council . If small countries such as mi ne cannot r ely on this Organization 

for protection of their legit i mate i nterests, one is bound to question 

seriously the benef i t s of membership, and to consider other al ternatives to 

protect one ' s rights. 1'-fal ta is convinced that it is act i ns honourably 

and equit ably in t his dispute, an(l that i t is from Libya that a change of 

attitude i s r equired : i f nr!ce:ssar y t hr oue;h the enforcement action of the 

Security Council. 
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To return t o my mai n theme, despit e such setbacks from unexpected 

quar t ers and despite the fact that we are sit uated ric~ht in the centre of a 

turbllient r egion , my country , whose military expenditur e durinG t he past 

financial year came to onl y l . 3 per cent of our budget ., r el:lains dedicated to 

t he cr eat i on of an environment of collective securit y i n which 1ve can {!,row 

i n peace as GOOd nei~hbours with a co~mon destiny, seeki ng a common identity . 

The vror l d is now dangerously advanced on the path tovar ds a nuclear holocaust, 

and f ar more needs to be done t o pr event the chances of conflict . The zone 

of peace concept vrould establ ish a r eGimen geared tovards reducing tension 

and promoting co-oper ation for peace and s tabilit y . It woul d curb 

super -Po"rer r ival ry for spher es of influence , of vrhich t he definition is 

becon1i ng incr easingl y more elastic, provocative and danger ous . 

The alt er native to the rigor ous pursui t of the zone of peace appr oach 

is to put our f aith in a disar mament dialo~ue behreen the super - Pm·rers, in 

the declinin~ hope that a positive effort to overcome political iner tia 1-rill 

emerG0 . Thi s Hould i n essence r epresent a pr eference f or a pr ocess 

characterized by shrinkinG expectations . The object i ve of sener al and compl ete 

disar mament has alr eady been whittled down even further and replaced by 

suGgest ions for confidence-building measur es and cr isis mnnac ement. To talk 

of peaceful co- oper ation has become almost her etically idealistic . 

But the idealists of yesterday have becone the r ealists of today : they 

demand pr actical alternatives to t he fai l ed str ateci es of t he past . They 

ask for guar antees t hat peacef ul initiatives 1vill be r espected by all, so 

that tension will real l y dec r ease and danger will be aver ted. There can 

be no doubt that an ounce of prevention i s 1mrth a pound of cur e . The 

pr event i on of confli ct t hrough r egi onal co- operat i on will meet 1-Tith 

difficul ties, of cour se, but these can be overcome . He have seen that other 

i nit i at ives that e,o in the same direction have proved successful. vle commend 

the Lat i n J\merican nuclear-·free-zone ; and the co-oper ative progress made by 

the Andean ~ Associat i on of South-East Asian Nations ( ASEM~ ) and European 

Economic Council ( EEC) count r ies . ~:Te commend and support the timely 
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initative of Guyo.na in ~/t"OlJv:)iH~ c;, <.;OlnJ:In!ll""'lsive dt:c.1nration on non·-interference 

in the internal affairs of' States~ anCI. the dec1ication of Romania in promot ing 

the conce:9t of ,::;oo(l ... -nei,~hbourly rel.),tions. \le vrelcome and support efforts to 

st1·enc;then t he Security Council :.:>,ncl. to make "·lore E: f fieient t he economic :.J.'l':~ 

social arms of tl1e United Ihtions . A combination of thece efforts is surely 

a more realis tic a:pp1·oach t han attemyting to pick up the pi eces after conflicts 

have esceJ .. ated into vrar. Othen-1ise, t here may not even be a ny p i eces t o 

piek up. 

P.r....:.)'~_TI£!J .. .Y.BDN1J::T~_ (Venezuela ) (interpretat ion from Spanish)~ The 

deteri oration in the i nternation8.l situation means the.t de.y by day consider at ion 

of the agenda item entitled "Review of the i rr:.pl ementaticn of the DeclarC~.tivn on 

t he Strengt hc:ning of Internat ional Security '1 .rrains irnpcrtance . 'I'he t i me that 

~1as passed since the Declaration lTas adopted has demonstrated i ts sie;ni ficance 

and the important role t hat it plays i n the ccnsolidation of t he 

f undamental objective of t he United r·Tations - the maintenance of i nternat ional 

peace and security. As President Herrera Campi ns of Venezuela said in the 

~eneral debate in this thirty--s ixth session of the General Assembly: 

"Many peace-keepinz efforts have been made in this forum, and He must 

overcome r,reat difficulties f or this institut i on to contribute effectively 

to the achievement of a true peace . The evils threatenin.<?.: mankind are not 

invincible? and hope i n the Uni ted Nations is f ar from vanquished.'' 

(P./3_§./.'fV . _~_E_l_) 

There is no doubt t bat the Declaration on the Strengtheninf~ of 

International Securit~,- is one of the most important efforts that have been 

made in t he search for peace . Yet there are st i l l situa.tions in vhich ce:rt ain 

fundamental principles of the Declaration ha.ve been ignored or violated. 

The joint efforts of all States are needed to achieve a safer, more stable 

and equitable lrorld in >rhich peace and security prevail, as t he Declaration 

says, As :part of these efforts, respect for , and COL1pl iance in goocl faith 

with" international ar;reer.1ents concluded by States constitute one of the 

foundations of peaceful ~ harmonious coexistence amon[S States . In internat i onal 

relations there must be strict conpliance vTith oblic;ations entered. into under 

the Charter . 
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The Co~·o\)erat ive l1epublic of Gu~rana has circulated document A/C .1/36/ 9 

in connexion vri th ar~enda i teu1 5G. I Hish to r ead some parapr aphs of the 

;.:1emor anc\u 1 that my country pr epa.reci. in connexi on Hit h t hat docume nt . He 

circulated it in a letter to the Secretary-General dated 23 Hove:.nber , and it 

appe~.rs in clOCUillent A/C . l/36/12 of 24 1'Jovel!lber . It s:~.ys : 
11The Governr!lent of Venezuel a Has surprised a nd greatly disturbed 

to receive the memorandum, distributed as document A/C.l/3G/9~ prepared 

by the Governf:lent of Guyana, on t he pr etext that it related to item 58 

of t !1e a[:;enda of the present s e s s ion of t he Genera l Assembly of t he 

United Hations. Ut ilizing an indefensible propaganda manoeuvre whose 

f antas tic aim is to present Venezuela a s c. country that iG threatenin::_; 

t o attack another ~ that Gover;mte nt is trying to conceal an intention 

that is becomin~ increasingly clear , namely , to evacle compliance "ith 

i t s international CO!m!li tments . 
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(ttr . Mart ini Urdaneta , Venezuela) 

:·vene zuela regr et s that once again t he Government of Guyana is showing 

i ts determination to raise in a multilater al context a problem for the 

handling of which betveen the parties an instrument already exists , the 

Geneva Agreement, freely entered into by both countries and t he United 

Kingdom. However , this eagerness to divert attention , includin~ the 

pr opaeanda manoeuvre, would cause us no great concern were it not for the 

fact that they are grounded on fal se accounts and on slanted and slanderous 

interpretations and because , more importantly, they reveal once more 

Guyana's int ention not to compl y with its internat ional cotwitments and 

duties. 

It is not the first time t hat allegat ions and improper statements 

by Guyanese representatives to the Organization have compelled the 

Government of Venezuela to distribute informative material in order 

adequately to illustrate the territorial spoliation to which we were 

subjected through the acts of imperial and colonial Po•rers . The i'1inister 

f or Foreign Relations~ Dr . Jose Alberto Zambrano Velasco~ had to exercise 

the rieht of reply in the General Assembly on 2!1 September 1981 in response 

to the tendentious statement of the Prime i·1inister of Guyana. Venezuela doe s 

not wish to become embroiled in a sterile and repetitious debate but the 

Guyana document before it demands a br ief commentary that will reveal its 

fal se premises and its dangerous intent . 

' I . Guyana's distortion of the truth 

· 1 . Venezuela i s a democratic State that has amply demonstrated to its 

nationals and to the world that it respects its Constitution and lavrs , human 

r ights and its international commi tments . Since the Par of Independence ~ over 

a century and a half ago " V"enezuel a has never been i nvolved in armed conflict 

with its sister countries in the American continent. Venezuela has never 

been a belligerent nation and has no military forces abr oad to serve imperial ist 

Powers . It is therefore shocking and unpar donabl e that our claim should be 

described as expressing a hankering for terr itorial conquest by countries 

that are far from observing the respectful attachment to law and justice 

that Venezuela has demonstrated . Hhat our peopl e is calling for is 

reparation for the monstrous spoliation to vrhi ch it was subjected by the 

colonial imper iali sm of the last century , and this aspi r ation must be 
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understood by all countr ies of the world, espec i ally by those - many of 

the!'l r epresented i n the Unit ed Nations - w·hich hPo.ve endured s i mi lar 

outra.ses, in t i mes fortunatel y a thi ng of t he past for manki nd . ITe 

accordincl y dec lare catecorically that we are not prepared to y ield to mora l 

pr essure in the form of <m e.ttenpted fa.lse presentation of this matter 

which seeks to present us (':s e. strong country about to destroy or enslave 

a vea.ker one . Thi s ~1anoeuvre i~nores our histor y and our mm position l'.s 

a free ~md democrctic developine; country and i t s aim i s t o consolidate 

an injustice and f rustr:>..te: e. just clnin for the 'tenefit of Guynn::t, a s t he 

heir to colon ial spoliation . .. 
112 . Guyana, falsely , ~.ffirns that Venezuela has never i1:1pu~ned t he 

non-existent a'\ore.r d of 1899 s.nd that its argumentation derives f rom a 

post hunous menor ""ndum of Seve ro Hallet-Prevost, of vhom Guyana dares to 

insinua.te that he •·ras bou(;ht over by meRns of a. decoration . .. 

';The Government of Guyana deliberately omits any r eference to a letter 

written by llallet-Prevost 20 days aft e r t he so- called :.ward of 1899, of the 

same t enor tts his post hur ;us raertor andum 

';Internal repression ev3.y 1vell l~eep the people of Guya.na i gnorant of 

the facts , but other countries can and must get to knoH t he historicfl~ 

and le~e.l backsround t hat Jta.kes the Venezuelan position so strong 
1:Cnly a feu of the rea sons f or Vene zuela 1 s denonstrating the nullity 

of t he a1-10rd of 1899 have been mentioned . others coul d be adduced , such as 

the alteration of orir,i nal Baps subnitted to the Arbi tra l Tribunal , the 

official notes s ivinG instructions to be transmitted to the Ensl i sh 

a rbitr:;1tor, thus interfer in'3 1-1ith their function as judges of law, or t he 

maps uhich prove th~t t he 'line of the a1•ard 1 had been substantially 

arranc ed i n the Coloni al Offi ce three months prior to the a•·rard . These 

facts are expounded in the documenta ry pamphlet circulated by Venezuela a t 

the current session of the Assenbly . 

113 . The nemorandum of the G~rnna Governnent claims that Venezuela has 

never E•.<lv.;.nced her r i e;hts or titles in the present cl::d.n a.nd has not 

subJ'litted evidence in support of her a rguments . This is to i Gnore t he 

decle.r~.tion of t he Foreic;n i-Iinister of Venezuela of 9 December 1965, which 

gives an account of all the leGal aspects of the matter, none of which vas 

refuted or answer~d by the British Gove~ent . 
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'•4. . .n t'..tte"::~t i::: : .a .lc to .~.ccus·~ 'Tcuczu-:!111 o f" fo.ilin r- t o coD•1ly -.itll 

th2 Geneve. AGreement and usinr; the dispute i n o.n en<leo.vour to ex1-lain the 

revolt of sectors of the populat ion a,3a inst a. Gover- ·, · ~:nt !mm·m to be 

tyr annical, '1-Then it i s an obvious f act that Venezuel a l;eeps out and ahra~rr. 

has kept out of all j_)oli·tical processes comH:ctc'l 'lith the Government of 

Gu.vana _- i t is obvious , nor eover , that Venezuelc. has l)ursued no :-J.eti1od·-. 

ot~1er than lee;o.l metl1o(~s in seeJ~inG reparat ion for the injustj cc con1r.1i tted 

agai n st i t ... 

n5. In p::1t~nt cli!>re~artJ of tl10 truth . it ll;~s bee-n ~.:cse:rteu th~t 

Venezuel a opposed t he independence of Guyann , ·chcreh;t i gnorin3 the 

<leclarat i on of the Chrun1Jer of Deputies of l 9::i2 1 uhich :~Jroclaimed 'that , by 

vocation a nr'l principl es , Venezuela has been a State vhich pioneered full 

independence for British Guiana and for all the coloni a l i)Osse ssions still 

e;d stin;; i n ·the Americc.s: . 

··Lil~e,·Tise i gnored is the s tatencnt of t1i ni ster Iribarren Bor ges, more 

than a year before Gu;<rana ; s independence, that 'tha·c my country i s 

maintainin~ i ts claim even if a cha1113e of stat us occurs in the :pr esent 

colon,y of Dri t ish Guiam:. by no r.1eans s i gni f i e s t hat 1o1e are obstructing the 

inclependence o f that colony : . 
0 6. /.J.l effor t i s r··c.d•;) to present Vcnczucl~' ::s e country th~t has 

1utstanclinc; territorial disputes 'rith all its neic;hbours . This overlooh:s 

the fact that in recent years Venezuela has concludeCi mariti~'le delimitation 

t reaties 1ri th the Netherlands .'rt il'l ~.:.s . the United States and the Dominican 

Republic . That Venezuela has si3ned a similar t reaty ~ri th Fr ance , which is 

in the process of <:)Y(lr ·cvo.l and ;"a.t if5.cat ion . That Venezuela is engaged in 

f ruit ful ne;:;otiations 1-rith 'l'rinidad and Tobat;o " itll a vie1:r to a djusting i ts 

;.m.ritime frontier t o the l aw of the sea as· it no,., stands . That Venezuela 

11as "ween enga{~ed in necotiations on maritiMe delimitation 1rith Colombia, in 

~o~hich ~ notui'thstandin{~ the difficult i es of the i s sue in this particular case , 

Venezuela 1 s unquestionable readinecs to ne~~otiate in e;ood fait h has been 

patent . And, above all, that the only case in •rhich Venezuela has been 

unable even to start r eal negotiations is precisely vrith Gu:>rana, in 

consequence of the stubborn refucal o f t he only 3overnrn.ent ~-rhich that, country 

has had in its 1 5 years of independence to comply 1-ritll the obli:w.tions 

il;tposeu on it by the Geneva 1\::!: r eeLlent ... 
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·'I I . The memorandum of the Government of Guyana causes serious concern . 

,;I t i s a met t e r of record that, as a consequence of Brit i sh territori ~~.l 

spoliat i on, Ve•1ezuelu ma.de a st ronc cla im a13a.inst En~land for r eparation 

of the srave injusti ce corJr.litted against our count ry . These claims led, 

in 1966, to the ;; i gninc; of the Geneve A~-:reement, the parties t o •.rhich a re 

Venezuela? Guyana anci. Gree.t Br itain and uhos e ob,j ect i ve , stated in the 

preamble and article 1~ i:; t o seek by peaceful means a satisfactory 

solution f or the practical settlement of the cont1·oversy. The text of 

ti.1e Geneva J\(~1·eement has bee n J,lade avai l2.ble to dele0at i ons in or der to 

hel:p th\vm t o :=:ort.n a cle,•r e r i c1ec:. of the real scope o f the i ssues involved .. . 
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·It was in this way that vre came to a fornal agreement by 1.;hich t he three 

parties involved committed themselves t o a political search for peaceful 

solutions to a dispute inherited from colonial ism .• . 

"The Venezuelan Government . . • does r.ot beli eve t hat there is any point 

1n raising in a multilateral context a matter that already has a legal 

statute accepted by Venezuela and Guyana which, if applied in good faith 

and with the firm intention of overcominG outstandinr; problems ~ •rill 

undoubtedly serve to bring about a final settlement of thi s d ispute in all 

harmony. Venezuela reiterates that it is prepared to comply with its 

international commitments, as has been its tradition and as is proper for 

it as a legal.ly or~anizec. democratic State. 

nHo1-rever , the fact that Guyana insists on raisinB· the matt er within a 

multilateral context may r eveal, apart from a desire to make propaganda~ an 

intention to disavow the bilateral instrument which ., by our joint will , was 

to be the means for the settlement of the dispute . 

( On this occasion the Government of Guyana r aised this matter under item 58 

of the Assembly's agenda. i.e. ~- in connexion with the Declar ation on the 

Strengthening of Internat ional Security . One may well ask how international 

security can be affected if a treaty, article 4 of which refers expressly to 

the means of peaceful settlement of disputes provided for in article 33 of the 

United Nations Charter is complied with in good faith . Venezuela 

fears that the unusual behaviour of Guyana reflects its decision to evade 

compliance with that undertaking and means of peaceful settlement for the 

present territorial dispute. As that, if it were the case , would indeed 

endanger international securit y, just as >·Tould any outside intervention 

in the matter ') the Government of Venezuela earnestly urs;es the Government of 

Guyana to comply with the provisions and the intent of the Geneva Agreement 

and to keep this matter between the par ties t hemselves . 

::A further cause for concern is that? in its publicity manoeuvre~ Guyana 

is trying to present Venezuela as a belli gerent country , to the -point oi' darinc:; 

to assert that the Caribbean region has faced a constant threat to its peace 

and security as a result of the Venezuelan cl aim . Thi s entirely false 

assertion is no more than a vain attempt to create friction and tension 
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in a region which is alr eady disturbed , for the sol e purpose of gaining 

political advantage. This i s not a serious and respons ible way to conduct 

international r elations : and the Government of Venezuela accordingly 

urges the Government of Guyana to put an end to these intrigues and prepare 

itself for a joint effor t to find a satisfactory solution to the dispute. 

'The Venezuelan Government wishes to reiterate that it i s well aware that 

Guyana i s not the British Empire and i s not the direct perpetrator of the 

inj ustice t hat was committe~ against us. We have a ffi r med and still aff irm 

that all these circumstances must be borne in mind "'hen , in pursuance of the 

Geneva Agreement , we propose to seek ~ by peac eful means , a sat i sfactor y 

solution for t he practical settlement of the dispute . 

''For this reason, and because we again r e iter ate our willingness to find 

a pr act ical solution to the present probl em within the framework of the Geneva 

Agreement and through f r ank and, ideall y, fraternal dia logue , we a~ain 

regret that the attention of this i mportant meeting has been diverted to a 

problem which is governed , diplomatically and legally ~ by a treaty statute . 

It is therefore not in order for the Assembly to consider it .'' 

I n conclusion , let me say that the Government of my country once again 

demonstrates its good faith when it again invites the Co-operative Republic of 

Guyana 

.:to ob:;;erve its inter national commitments and t o prepare itself t o comply 

in good faith with the agreed obligations of the Geneva Agreement, in the 

assurance that if both countries are equal l y willing to take the road towards 

overcoming the pending di spute the matt er wi ll be sat isfactorily resolved, 

and the world will be eiven an example of how developing countries can tackle 

and solve the most difficult problems. ;' 

The CHAIRMAN: I call on t he represent ative of the Libyan Arab Jamahiriya, 

who wishes to exercise the right of reply. 

Mr . BURWI N (Libyan Arab Jamahiriya ) (interpretat i on from Arabic): 

1 should like to refer to the s t atement of the represent at ive of Malta . I wish 

to put f orward the viewpoi nt of my count r y on that subject and to state the 

measur es adopted by Libya. 
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The Libyan Arab Jamahiriya concluded a special treaty with Malta in 1976 

in order to solve t he question of the continental shelf, •rhich is before the 

International Court of Justice . It had entered into negotiations with the 

Government of Nalta in order to clarify certain points, including the necessity 

for both parties not t o drill : n the controversial area until the International 

Court of Justice solves the matter . That had been accepted verbally by the 

Government of Mal ta, as mentioned in the report of the Secretary-·General on the 

subject . Later , Malta changed its Mind and maintained in negotiations continuing 

until 1980 that it sho~d be able to carr y on drilling operations . while Libya 

insisted that it should not. Finally , the Libyan legislative authority r atified 

t he agreement at the end of January 1981. 

The Libyan Arab J amahiriya prepared the document of ratification for exchange 

\\ith 1\la.lta in accordance with t he usual practice adopted by Li bya, as required 

by our laws> which are in harmony with international l aws and conventions . 

In order to respond to the efforts of the Security Council , the Secretary .. 

General and his Special Representative, we twice sent a delegation to Valletta in 

order to conclude the matter . However , the Government of Halta made certain 

conditions which did not make :it possible to exchange instruments of ratification . 

The Special Representative of t he Secretary-General then put forward a number of 

questions to both sides ., and we have r eplied to those quest ions. Our documents 

are ready , the Libyan Arab Jamahiriya is r eady to exchange instruments of 

ratification. \·Te are ready to appear before the Court any time the Government of 

~-~alta r equir t.!s that we do so and we are r eady to send a delegation to l-1al ta at 

any time , or to r eceive a Maltese deler,ation in Tripoli , in order to resolve the 

matter. 

The Libyan Arab Jamahiriya has a lways called for the declaration of the 

Mediterr anean as a sea of peace . vle are ready to render all co--operation so as 

to fulfil that objective. Lib;y-a r espects the Charter of the United Nations. 

vrhich stipulates i n Article 36 , paragraph 3 ~ 

''1.ee;al disputes should as a general n :.L : b·~ referred by the parties to 

the International Court of Justice in accordance with t he provisions of 

the Statute of the Court ·: . 

He should like to emphasize that we are ready t o appear before the International 

Cour t of Justice . and that we have undertaken all necessar y measures in that respect. 
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( ~Ir . Burwin, Libyan Arab Jam~hiriya ) 

Our only fear is tha.t the Government of Malta 1vis hes to use the United 

iJat ions as e.n inntrUlllent for the promotion of cer tain internal considerations 

thu.t have nothing to do with the dispute . Once a.:;ain ve express our ful l 

readiness to co·-operate vi th i'lalta a nd '1-ri t h the United !:!at ions. Hovever , 

our consi stent position has been not to accept any drilling activitie s in the 

disputed area unti l the matter is settled by the International Court of 

J usticP. 

I n conclusion . we believe that the Matter is a simple procedura l dispute 

and that no danger what soever i s posed to the security of dal ta or the vrhole 

ar ea . In point of fact , the Libyan Arab Jamahiri ya i s ver y interested in 

maintai ning good r elations 1-rith r1alta. He have respect for the Government and 

people of i:f.alta , and wish them all s uccess and prosperity. Indeed, mor e than 

20 enterpri ses a nd companies have been set up as a si~n of the co~operation 

between our two countries . 

Fe hope that Malta Hill maint ian its neutral ~ non·~aliGned posit ion. 

He emphasize that 1ve have not threatened to use force against t:ial t a . 

.r:,Ir. __ SINCY.I~. (Guyana) : I must say, it 11as 1-Tith great surprise that I 

listened to the statement made by !1r. l•lartini Urdaneta of Venezuela , 

concerninG a matter which exists between cur t1vo countries , a claim 

which Venezuela i s pursuing against mor e than two t hirds of Guyana ' s 

t erritory . . lVhen I s ay I am surprised , I mean that I r eally am genuinely 

surprised. As an indicat ion of t h is > I shall not eve n address myself to t he 

substance of what the Venezuelan representative had to say, ev·en though , as is well 

I~nown ? my delegat ion has very strong views on t his matter, which 1..re have made 

knmm already in the General Assembly and i n our document. 

Among other char ges , the Vene zuelan Ambassador Ll.ade t hr ee to Hhich I shall 

atl.dre ss myself. First , he accuses Guyana of trying to raise ,. in this multilat e r a l 

forum~ the United nations : t he quest i on of a dispute which his countr y maintains 

against my country. In this he bases h i mself on a document ~Thich vre have c irculated 

a s a document of t he Gener al Assembly. \Then my Prime Ni ni ster s poke in t he General 

Assembly on 211 September ~ he described briefly the f acts r elating to '.::,b.e a.ispute . 

lie sai d at that time t hat we had prepared a memorandum whic h we vere goine; to 
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have circul ated as a document o f the Gene r al Assembl y. My Prime Hinister left 

New York and , follmving his i nstructions , I requested that t hat memora ndum be 

circulated as a document of the Asseu1bly under ac;enda i tem 58. 

All l!lembe r s of this Committe e are a•rar e that whenever a dele~ation •ri shes to 

have i nformation circulated for the benefit o f the Assembly i t must do so i n 

relation to a part icular agenda i tem . In this case ., i t ,.;as most lor.;ical that 

that item be 11Strengthening of inter national security" . And Guyana was not 

unique in this. s i nce the be~:;inning of the year similar action has been tal"en 

by ctczens of delegations - Afghanistan, E~:;ypt? Ethiopia , I ndia, Laos, 

Libya , i1Iauritania, i<iorocco, the Philippines, Poland . Somalia , Sudan , Thailand .. 

the Soviet Union and Viet Ham, to name only a fev . Those delegations desired 

to make information availabl e to the Assembly , s o they vrote , r equesting t hat the 

informat ion be made available and , follmring the requirements, r elated their 

documentat ion to a particular agenda item. 

This does not mean that '~hen an agenda i tem comes up before the First 

Committee all the cases related to i t ar e considered by the Commi ttee: it is 

purel y in satisfaction of the r equirement that the documentat ion is related to 

a particula r item. That is vhat Guyana did . He had no intention whatsoever 

of raising the matter in the Committee, ve did not even inscr i be our name on 

the l i st of speakers on this item . And yet the r e pr esentative of Venezuela, going 

into so much detail about Venezuela:s s ide of' t he dispute , accuses Guyana of 

diverting the attention of th(· Committee , \vhich is t he second accusation he 

makes against us . 

Hith regard to t he third char ge , that i t is the intention of Guyana to 

shirk its internat ional responsibility, I shall merely recall the wor ds of my 

Prime i•lini s ter i n his statement of 24 September and my own statement made in 

exercise of t he riGht of repl y to the Foreicn Hinister of Venezuela . I should 

lil(e to r eaffirm the oft -·stat rld position of the Gove rnment of Guyana: that ,.,e 

stand by the Geneva agr eement> a nd that, so l ong a s Venezuela i s '-Tilling to comply 

strict l y and faithfully vi th -:;he terms of that agreement s i gned i.n 1966 , ,.,e are 

r eady to talk , to engage in dialogue . As ve have sai d on many occas ions., ue respect 

fully the Geneva agreement. 
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The representative of Venezuela said that he had had a document circulated. 

I have not yet seen it , a nd my Government will decide after it has seen the 

document what act i on it would like to take~ ioThether i n this Committee or elsei·rhere . 

But I repeat that ioTe came into t his Connni ttee with no intention wl1atsoever 

of r aising thP. issue. He di d not feel that the Conm1ittee was prepared for this , 

nor did He consider it appropriate to do so. It is Venezuela that raised the 

matter of the dispute that it maintains against my country, and then 

accused me of diver ting the attention of the Connnittee. 

hr. . GA.Q~l. (!1alta); The reply made by the representative of 

Libya, "t<TOulcl have been very encouraging were i t not for the fact 

that his country has been saying the same thi ng , ~ore or less, in 

different words, s i nce 1976. But they have not done anything about it . 

Their policy is that , as l ong as they can prevent Balta from drilling by dilatory 

tactics , such tactics '"'ill suffice, but that ? if we get fed up with those tactics 

and try to Cl.o somethinG about it~ they then vill use force. 

As an ill ust r ation, I need only mention that we ratified the agreement 

five days after it was signed ~ t hey took f i ve years to do so, and when 

t hey did, they iru.posecl a unilater al condition which t hey knew in advance !Vlal ta 

would never be able to accept. Ue have agr eed , unlike Libya , to GO before the 

Court at any time . Libya has not said that. He have even gone so far as to tell 

t he Security Council i n advance that i?e id l l abide by the findi n[!: of t he Court 

and that if we have carried out any activit i es in an area that the Court finds 

should l egally belon~ to Libya ~ a tremendously unlikely possi bility - we woul d 

give Libya the benefit of all our activities . Libya has not even responded to 

that gesture . 

I t hi nk that Gestures speak much louder than words. Unless we get a real 

response to Nal ta ' s friend~y overtures to Libya, vre cannot be satisfied wit h 

mere words, which is what we heard in the r eply of the representative of Libya . 
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!l_r. ~!t~RT_~!H.Jl_~:f0~~J-ll. (Vene zue l a ) (j !!t e r pr "!t :>.t:i.cn f rr:-m S;:-n.ni s h) : First 

o f all " I s hould like to say thn.t I am pl ea.sed. to have heard 

Ambassador Sincla ir , with vhom, as he said , ve have per s o11al ties, s tate 

t ha t his count ry 1ms prepared ·;;,o abide by t he pr ovisi ons agr eed t o i n the 

Geneva Agreeuent . '!'h F<.t i s, i n f act , 1-That in all our s tat er;,e nt s ,.,e he.ve been sayi n6! 

t o Guy:.•.na , namel y , t hat the 1966 Geneva Agreement must be abi ded by e.nd a 

peaceful and frien<lly colt1t i on i;o the p ending terd.torial dispute " ound. So 

i t has been a source of satis fact i on to hear his •ror(Js to that effect . 

I should like to make :i.t perf ectly clea r that Venezuela spoke t oday merel y 

t.o refer to ·the gen eral t opic conta.inecl in agend(). iter'. 58, but s ince, in 

connexion iTith t hat ::1.c;enda i t em , a mera.oran<l um or letter by t he Government of 

Guya.na has been c irculated , we conanent ed on i t . But let me r~peat 

that Venezuela i s net r a. i s ing i n t his Con:mitt ee the J:ossib ility 

of deb9.ting the pr obl em u i th Guyana :i.n this lja t herin,g . Only Venezu el a a nd 

GtiJ' a.na are t he pa rties concerned i n this pr oblem, and they should r each a 

f r ienuly settlement . 

I do not vrant ther e to be any doubts r emo.ini ng in this conne;c:i.on . I t seems 

t o me th~t I hea r d the r epr esent at ive of Guya na s ay 

t hat we had raised the ma t ter hc1·e. No, l et rr.e r epea t that 1·Te have not r aised 

a.ny i s s ues here ; ue have only r e f errPd t o a document publ i shed b~r t he Government 

of Guyana . 

~Ee ~HAI~~~' : I call on the repr esentative of ~uyana , and I have 

t o s ay that this is hi s second exercise of t he r i ght of r eply a nd it is to 

be limited to five minutes and •rill be the last right of r epl y t hat I am goin~ 

to gr ant t o him at this meet i ng . 

Mr . SINCLAIR (Guyana) : I shall sa~, just t'·TO things . First " whe n I insist 

t hat •re adhere to the ter:Ms of the Geneva .1\c;reement , it i s only a reflection of 

Guyana 1 s a t titude t.oHards int~rnational <1.gr eements f reely arrived at and soler.mly 

entered into . It is a ma.tt er of principl e ,.rith us . 

Secondly, we were not the first to raise in the United Nati ons the questi on 

of Venezuela 1 s claim t o Guya na n territory. It was raised in 1962 . He 1-rer e not 

even indep~ndent then. 

.Tb.e.. meet inp.; r ose at 1 . 3_2 _ _p_._!!l_. 




