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The meeting was called to order at 3.20 p.m. 

AGENDA ITEM 67: QUESTIONS RELATING TO INFORMATION (continued) 

(a) REPORT OF THE COMMITTEE ON INFORMATION (A/36/21) 

(b) REPORT OF THE SECRETARY-GENERAL (A/36/504) 

{c) REPORT OF THE DIRECTOR-GENERAL OF THE UNITED NATIONS EDUCATIONAL, 
SCIENTIFIC AND CULTURAL ORGANIZATION (A/36/530) 

1. Mr. STAR~EVIC (Yugoslavia) said that, as the Under-Secretary-General for 
Public Information had indicated, in conditions of disquiet and growing political 
tension, the need for clearer understanding among peoples and Governments had 
become imperative. That fully underlined the importance of truthful, complete and 
objective information, since information not meeting those criteria could have very 
negative consequences for international relations. At the present time, four fifths 
of all news in the world was distributed by five major news agencies of developed 
countries. That meant there was a need for some kind of "decolonization" in the 
information field: instead of depending on information that was often one-sided, 
burdened by prejudices and coloured by ideological misinterpretations, the 
developing countries were seeking a possibility of wider presentation of their 
own authentic information. 

2. Therefore, the establishment of a new world information and communication order 
consisted, above all, in the development of the means of information of developing 
countries. The conditions for a two-way flow of information would have to be 
established. The non-aligned countries had stressed on many occasions that that 
was an integral part of their struggle for the establishment of new international 
relations in general, based on independence, equality and free development of all 
countries and peoples in accordance with the principles contained in the United 
Nations Charter. 

3. The establishment of a new information and communication order had been 
dictated by the needs of increasing interdependence in the world of today. The 
developed world could not grow further without the progress of the developing 
countries; hence the indispensable assistance of the developed to the developing 
countries for the establishment of economic and information infrastructure was not 
charity, but the reflection of the need to provide for the unimpeded development 
of international relations. The new world information order included freedom of 
information, but that freedom was possible only under conditions of equality. 

4. Conscious of the need for self-reliance as well as for mutual assistance 
in the development of the systems of communication and information, the non-aligned 
countries were continuing their co-operation within the framework of the bodies 
they had created for that purpose. Since the thirty-fifth session of the General 
Assembly, a number of meetings of those bodies had been held. In September 1980, 
the Second Conference of Broadcasting Organizations of Non-Aligned Countries had 
been held in Freetown, Sierra Leone; in February 1981, the sixth meeting of the 
Co-ordinating Committee of the Pool of Non-Aligned News Agencies had been held 
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in New Delhi; and in May 1981, the fifth meeting of the Intergovernmental 
Co-ordinating Council for Co-operation in the Field of Information of Non-Aligned 
Countries had been held in Georgetown, Guyana. Yugoslavia had actively 
participated in those meetings. 

5. The Georgetown meeting had adopted a series of significant decisions relating 
to the participation of non-aligned countries in the struggle for a new world 
information order. Decisions had been adopted concerning support to UNESCO and 
its International Programme for the Development of Communication, as well as 
support and assistance to liberation movements in the information field. The Pool 
of Non-Aligned News Agencies had received special recognition owing to the 
broadening of its activities and the increase in the exchange of information, and 
it had been decided that the Pool should be strengthened as a matter of urgency. 

6. It was not by chance that the non-aligned countries had given their full 
support to the activities of UNESCO in the establishment of a new world information 
order and to the International Programme for the Development of Communication. That 
Programme was oriented primarily towards the promotion of information and 
communication systems in the developing countries and, thus, to the establishment 
of equitable relations in that field. The non-aligned countries had decided at 
the Georgetown meeting actively to defend UNESCO at the national and international 
levels from incorrect, and sometimes even malicious, interpretations of its 
activities. 

7. His delegation noted with satisfaction that the Intergovernmental Council of 
the Programme, at its first meeting, held in Paris in June 1981, had adopted a 
resolution on the arrangements and practical measures for the launching of the 
operational phase of the Programme. As had been emphasized in the report of the 
Director-General of UNESCO, there was an urgent need to mobilize financial and 
technical assistance, which was essential for the success of the Programme. In 
accordance with General Assembly resolution 35/201, the United Nations 
representative had participated in the meetings of the working bodies of the 
Programme. His delegation was convinced that that co-operation and support would 
assume even more concrete forms in future. 

8. The United Nations, particularly through the Committee on Information, played 
an important role in the establishment of a new world information and communication 
order. All the activities of that Committee must therefore be viewed in that 
light, even when it considered some seemingly technical questions related to the 
work of the United Nations Department of Public Information. So far, owing to the 
endeavours of non-aligned and other developing countries, the Committee's 
recommendations had been consistent with the objectives of a new information order. 

9. During the most recent substantive session of the Committee on Information, 
the existing differences in approach had not been completely overcome. In the 
current year, regrettably, elements of bloc confrontation had been increasingly 
present in the debate. Consequently, the Committee's success in adopting its 
recommendations by consensus was all the ~ore important, for which credit was 
due to its Chairman and Rapporteur, as well as to the Under-Secretary-General for 
Public Information and his staff, who had played an important role. He hoped 
that the Committee's recommendations would be endorsed by the Special Political 
Committee. 
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10. His delegation supported the work of the Joint United Nations Information 
Committee (JUNIC), which had the important role of ensuring co-operation and 
co-ordination in the fields of information and mass communications within the 
United Nations system, and he supported the recommendations relating to the 
further strengthening of that Committee. On the other hand, the geographical 
distribution of the staff of the Department of Public Information was still 
unsatisfactory, but it could be seen from the Secretary-General's report (A/36/504) 
that there had been some improvement during the past five years. It was necessary 
to continue that trend and to accelerate it as much as possible. 

11. His delegation welcomed the establishment of a new United Nations Information 
Center in Dacca, and hoped that the centres in Salisbury and Panama would soon be 
established. The early implementation of the decision to initiate in-service 
training programmes for journalists and broadcasters also deserved praise. His 
delegation noted with satisfaction that the Committee on Information, in its 
recommendations, had given encouragement and support to the World Newspaper 
Supplement, which could have a useful role in the dissemination of information 
relating to the problems of development. Of particular importance was the 
recommendation of the Committee on Information concerning the strengthening of 
the Department's co-operation with the Pool of Non-Aligned News Agencies as well 
as with other regional news agencies of developing countries. The Department 
should have adequate staff charged with the duty of conducting that co-operation. 
It would be desirable, and in accordance with the establishment of a new 
information order, that the Department of Public Information, together with the 
use of daily dispatches of large agencies of developed countries, should use the 
dispatches of the Pool, which contained authentic information from over 
70 non-aligned countries that were members of the Pool. 

12. Mr. ROSIANU (Romania) said that mass information and communication should not 
be regarded as ends in themselves, but should be considered in relation to the 
fundamental concerns of States and peoples, particularly the need to defend and 
consolidate international peace and security. That need was especially urgent in 
view of the existing international tension, the profound anxiety of peoples, the 
intensification of the policy of force, the existence of hotbeds of conflict, and 
the continuation of the arms race. 

13. It was vitally necessary that the information media should help to arrest the 
deterioration in the international political climate, to promote a reorientation 
towards the establishment and consolidation of detente, to eliminate the use or 
threat of use of force in relations between States, and to facilitate widespread 
international co-operation. They should also point out with increasing frequency 
and realism the extent to which the destiny of mankind was endangered by the arms 
race, and the consequent need for more resolute and more effective disarmament 
measures, including primarily nuclear disarmament measures. They should likewise 
illustrate the abnormality of the situation in which the greater part of the 
world was suffering from chronic poverty owing to the existing unjust international 
economic relations, and they should stress the need for the establishment of a new 
international economic order to abolish under-development. Finally, they should 
always bear in mind that it was essential to eliminate the last vestiges of 
colonialism and the policies and practices of racial discrimination and 
apartheid. 
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14. In earlier discussions in the United Nations, his delegation had explained the 
basic elements of his country's position on the role of information and the 
information media, both nationally and internationally, and on the need to 
establish a new information and communication order as part of the process of 
creating a new international economic and political order. Romania believed that 
the role of the United Nations in international life should be enlarged and 
expanded; and it had supported and continued to support proposals to the effect 
that the problem of information should be studied in greater detail in the 
Organization. An expansion of the role of the Organization in that area would 
respond to the vital need for democratizing international life, and to a general 
concern which coincided with the aspirations of all the peoples of the world, 
particularly the peoples of developing countries. 

15. At the same time, the Organization should give more attention to information 
concerning its own activities. The Department of Public Information should persist 
in its efforts to create an international awareness of, and a powerful current 
of opinion on, the major problems confronting mankind. Efforts should be made to 
produce information which had precise objectives and enabled peoples and the 
international public to recognize and understand the basic concerns of the 
Organization. Also, the entire United Nations system, including its specialized 
institutions and agencies, andparticularly UNESCO, should be called upon to play 
a positive role in that process. Collaboration between those organizations, and 
co-ordination of their activities, increased the effectiveness and authority of 
programmes relating to information, in close interdependence with the study of 
political, economic, scientific and cultural programmes. In the light of certain 
forthcoming important events in the United Nations, particularly the global 
economic negotiations, the efforts to abolish under-development, the second special 
session devoted to disarmament, etc., United Nations information activities could 
make a highly important contribution to the mobilization of the political will of 
States. 

16. In his country's view, efforts to establish a new information order should be 
based on the need to take effective measures to reduce and finally eliminate the 
gap between developed and developing countries. In that connexion, he supported 
the request made by the developing countries in the Committee on Information, and 
in the Special Political Committee's discussions, to the effect that the 
Organization should provide them with more substantial assistance to strengthen 
their national capacities in the information field, including the training of 
managerial personnel. He also supported the request by those countries for more 
equitable representation in the information services of the United Nations. 

17. The United Nations Information Centres had a special role to play in all 
information activities. The experience already obtained in the functioning of 
the Centres, and their contribution they made in reflecting the growing concerns of 
the Organization in various countries and regions of the world, were ample proof 
of their value. However, still further improvements could be achieved, especially 
in adapting the Centres to specific national and regional conditions. He wished 
to express his appreciation once again of the useful work accomplished by the 
United Nations Information Centre at Bucharest, whose services were greatly 
valued. Lastly, his delegation wished to state that it would continue to 
participate in a constructive manner in the mass information and communication 
activities of the United Nations, in close co-operation with representatives of 
other Member States. 
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18. Mr. LESTER (United Kingdom) speaking on behalf of the ten Member States of the 
European Community, said that freedom of thought, opinion and expression as well as 
the free circulation of information and ideas were basic human rights. The best 
defence of those rights lay in a well-informed and critical audience, which in 
turn depended on the diversity and choice of sources of information. Communication 
should not be subservient to the political, social and cultural policies of 
government, since in a free society the media were not simply another instrument of 
government. It was against that background that the Ten viewed the work of the 
Committee on Information. It was essential to improve and facilitate the 
international flow of information in such a way that the existing imbalances in 
international communication resources, which mainly affected developing 
countries, were corrected. At the same time, that process should take place without 
involving any diminution of the basic freedoms to which he had referred earlier. 
Freedom of information was a basic requirement for the functioning of democracy, 
and it was complementary to the right of each community to express and preserve 
its own personality. 

19. He recognized the links that existed between economic development and 
access to sources of information. In that context, the member States of the 
European Communities were ready to consider further practical steps to correct 
the imbalance in international communication resources. The International Programme 
for the Development of Communication, established under UNESCO auspices, should 
be a useful co-ordinating mechanism for facilitating international co-operation 
for development in that area. 

20. With regard to the Committee on Information, he thought it would be helpful 
to attempt a qualitative evaluation of United Nations activitiesin the fields of 
information and communication. The recommendations of the Committee amounted to 
a very ambitious programme of work for the future. While some of them deserved 
support, members of the Ten had serious reservations about others. They regretted, 
moreover, that there was no specific reference in the recommendations to freedom 
of information, freedom of opinion and the free circulation of ideas and news; 
nor did the recommendations include a proposal by the Western members for 
biennial meetings of the Committee. 

21. Finally, the Ten were grateful to the Secretary-General for his report on 
the implementation of General Assembly resolution 35/201. In particular, the 
geographicalbalance in the Department of Public Information had improved 
significantly in recent years, and continuing efforts had been made to improve 
balance in the use of official languages. At the same time, the Ten reiterated 
their position that personnel questions should be dealt with in the Fifth 
Committee. The Department of Public Information had a limited budget, and the 
Secretary-General had recommended zero real growth in the United Nations budget 
as a whole. It followed that new activities implied a contraction of other 
activities at present being carried out by the Department of Public Information. 
A particular effort would therefore be needed to improve economy and efficiency 
in the Department's activities. 

22. Mr. SORENSEN MOSQUERA (Venezuela) said that it was only by far-reaching 
changes in the international structure of communication and information, to 
ensure equitable participation by the developing countries and the establishment 
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of a new world information and communication order, that the aspiration of the 
peoples for peace and economic and social welfare could be realized. The change 
to that new world order should be effected without delay, since it was a process 
that was inseparable from the establishment of the new international economic 
order, which was an unrenounceable objective of the countries of the third world. 
Venezuela, as a developing country, was in favour of the early introduction of a 
new world information and communication order in which account would be taken, 
inter alia, of the need to put an end to the dependence of developing countries in 
matters of information and communication. In that connexion, General Assembly 
resolution 35/201 had helped to clarify the role of the United Nations and UNESCO 
in information and communication matters, and had illustrated even more clearly 
the need for all members of the international community to contribute to the 
difficult but urgent task of establishing the new world information and communication 
order. 

23. With regard to the public information activities of the United Nations, the 
Venezuelan delegation noted with satisfaction the progress achieved in the 
production and use of information material in different languages, in spite of 
the scarcity of resources at the disposal of the Department of Public Information 
and the unprecedented increase in the activities of the United Nations in general. 
In that connexion, Venezuela repeated its view that it was not either in favour 
or against an increase in the United Nations budget per se_. The level of the 
budget should rather be based on the needs of the Organization, which should be 
met adequately and effectively. His delegation could not support the idea of 
zero real growth, and it was greatly concerned by the views expressed in that 
regard by certain delegations which were attempting to curtail public information 
activities. 

24. He wished to stress once again the need for a more equitable representation 
of the Latin American region in the staff of the Department of Public Information. 
In regard to the Department's regionalization plan, he thought that activities 
should be regionalized to the greatest possible extent although the importance of 
maintaining a global perspective must be recognized. Another important issue was 
closer co-operation between the United Nations and UNESCO. In that connexion, 
the International Programme for the Development of Communication provided an 
opportunity to test the effectiveness of co-operation between the different 
agencies of the United Nations system. The Department of Public Information should 
therefore study practical ways of helping strengthen the activities envisaged in 
that Programme. 

25. Mr. LAPITSKY (Ukrainian Soviet Socialist Republic) said that the dissemination 
of information could have a substantial impact on the world political situation. 
It was therefore quite natural that the political aspects of the use of the 
information media should be of interest to the international community and should 
be considered by the United Nations. When the imperialist forces attempted to 
upset the strategic balance and increase world tension, the question of the role 
played by information media, whether they served the cause of peace or the cause 
of hatred, became more acute. The peace-loving countries had discussed the 
subject of the communications media in a number of fora, since they believed that 
the media should contribute to peace and international co-operation. In that 
connexion, he mentioned the great importance which the Soviet Union attached to 
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the Final Act of the Conference on Security and Co-operation in Europe, signed at 
Helsinki, and to the decisions of UNESCO and the United Nations on the subject. 

26. It was significant that a number of capitalist States had done nothing to 
promote international understanding but had on the contrary stimulated an atmosphere 
of suspicion against the Soviet Union, the socialist countries and certain 
developing countries. That propaganda campaign achieved maximum intensity when 
it spoke of the military threat from the Soviet Union; it was inspired by 
individuals and Government organs in the United States of America--for example, 
the Pentagon, which had published a pamphlet attacking the assistance which the 
Soviet Union was providing to countries struggling for their independence; and 
it attempted to disseminate the myth of Soviet participation in international 
terrorism. However, the real purpose of such campaigns against the socialist 
countries was to conceal from peoples the true facts regarding the militaristic 
and aggressive intentions of imperialism, the proposal to deploy new nuclear 
weapons in Western Europe and the manufacture of neutron weapons. 

27. The First Secretary of the Central Committee of the Communist Party of the 
Ukrainian SSR had pointed out that imperialist reaction had unleashed a 
psychological war designed to weaken the socialist countries. In that connexion, 
it was important to no~e the nature of the United States Radio Liberty and Radio 
Free Europe broadcasting stations, whose broadcasts were directed against the 
socialist countries and systematically disseminated anti-Soviet and anti-communist 
information; such activities were illegal and contrary to the rules of international 
law. A number of representatives, including some present in the Special Political 
Committee, justified and openly supported theactivitiesof those broadcasting 
stations which were interfering in the internal affairs of the socialist countries 
in contravention of international law. 

28. The Ukrainian SSR condemned the use of the information mediP to increase 
international tension. In information activities, it was essent~dl to comply 
with the appeal of the General Assembly concerning the sovereignty of States and 
non-interference in the internal affairs of other States. For some time past, 
the developing countries had been talking of a new world information and 
communication order. For the socialist countries, that new order represented an 
important element in the struggle of the developing countries for social progress. 
The Ukrainian SSR congratulated UNESCO on the efforts it was making to promote the 
new order. Those activities could be more fruitful if fewer obstacles were 
placed in their way. Some Western capitalist countries were not only refraining 
from giving appropriate support to the new world information and communication 
order; they were even opposing its establishment. The United States of America 
in particular had threatened to cut off its contribution to the UNESCO budget. 
The principle of the freedom of the press had been used as a pretext for launching 
attacks against the new world information and communication order. Freedom of 
expression was being transformed into an instrument of neo-colonialism for 
dominating international information activities. That disturbing situation called 
for increased international vigilance. The General Assembly should declare its 
support for the new world information and communication order and for the 
activities of UNESCO. His delegation believed that the.information media should 
be used for strengthening peace. In that connexion, he recommended that the 
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mandate of the Committee on Information should be renewed and that care should be 
taken to ensure that the Department of Public Information successfully accomplished 
its task of co-ordinating information activities. 

29. Mr. ADHAMI (Syrian Arab Republic) said that, as a developing country and a 
member of the Committee on Information, the Syrian Arab Republic attached great 
importance to the activities of the United Nations in the information field. The 
discussion in the Committee on Information had been useful and fruitful, and had 
given delegations an opportunity to explain their policies on the question of 
information, and also to examine the progress achieved in the establishment of a 
new world information and communication order. 

30. The developing countries complained of the domination exercised by the Western 
press in the flow of information, and maintained that press reports were distorted 
and full of half-truths. His delegation agreed with those views expressed by the 
developing countries. 

31. He reaffirmed the dedication of his country to the establishment of a new 
world information and communication order. International peace and security 
must be based on a fuller and more balanced exchange of information. Under the 
existing system the Western press agencies were the only sources of information for 
the developing countries. It was essential to increase co-operation between the 
developing countries in regional exchanges of news and the establishment of information 
and communication structures. The interest expressed by the developing countries in 
the new system was evidence of their will to contribute to international peace and 
security and the development of their peoples. The developing countries, which 
represented two thirds of the human race, were striving for a world free of wars and 
armaments, a world of justice and co-operation for development. 

32. It was regrettable that in certain Western circles--and particularly in the 
United States of America--an information war was being waged against the United 
Nations and the developing countries. For example, false accusations were being 
leveled against UNESCO, and threats had been made to stop contributions to its 
budget. The Syrian delegation noted with regret that certain industrialized 
Western countries were withdrawing their support from the international effort to 
create the new world information and communication order. In doing so, such 
countries were turning their backs on the developing countries, were declaring war 
on national liberation movements and were supporting racism, colonialism and 
aggression. That was tantamount to ignoring the results which had been achieved by 
the United Nations since its creation. 

33. Instead of using information media to promote peace and understanding and to 
provide information regarding the new international economic order and a new 
world information and communication order, a number of countrieswere employing the 
media to incite war and tension. With regard to the Middle East, the Western 
countries were using the information media to disseminate the myth of a dangerous 
situation in the region, thus justifying intervention and deceiving their own 
peoples. 

34. The developing countries were dissatisfied with the policies and activities 
of the Western information media; but they were accused of not understanding that, 
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when free and independent information media existed, Governments were not 
responsible for their activities. Freedom of expression was however being used 
as a screen for ideological and political positions. The information media were 
the mask used by imperialism, and the Western countries were responsible for the 
harmful consequences of their policies. His delegation paid a tribute to UNESCO 
for the efforts it had made in connexion with the establishment of a new world 
information and communication order; and he also supported co-operation between 
UNESCO and the United Nations. 

35. The Syrian Arab Republic attached great importance to equitable geographical 
distribution of posts in the Department of Public Information. In view of the 
specialized nature of the Department and the current world situation, it could 
not be expected that equitable geographical distribution would prevail throughout 
the whole DPI secretariat. However, in certain departments of the secretariat, 
there was a clear predominance of Western staff. His delegation considered that 
the resolutions adopted by the General Assembly at its thirty-fourth and thirty
fifth sessions should be applied more strictly. 

36. With reference to General Assembly resolution 35/201 in which the Secretary
General had been requested to strengthen and improve the regional structure in 
the Radio Service of the Department of Public Information, paying particular 
attention to adequate programming in the various languages of the regions, he 
mentioned that the Service had been preparing programmes for the Arab world for 
about 20 years; and those programmes had been well received in the Arab countries. 
He reiterated his support for the Radio and Visual Services Division and requested 
that its staff should be increased and its administration strengthened. General 
Assembly resolution 34/182 should be complied with, and a better balance should be 
achieved in the use of the official languages of the United Nations. In particular, 
the Arab language programmes should be unified. 

37. Mr. FUENTES (Spain) said that, in his delegation's view, there were only two 
ways in which information could be generated--either freely or under a system of 
control. Each was a reflection of two very different ideas of the world. Spain 
was convinced of the advantages of the first system, and had expressed that 
preference in article 20 of its Constitution, which recognized the right to 
communicate or receive truthful information freely by any means of dissemination 
and added that "the exercise of these rights cannot be restricted by any type of 
prior censorship". The advantage of the liberal information system, of which his 
country provided an example, was that the individual could make his own choice 
himself. The main concern of the Committee was to ensure not only that countries 
obtained information but also that they could participate in the interpretation of 
news and obtain a comprehensive and well-balanced picture. His delegation 
supported that right. 

38. With reference to certain practical problems, he said that the report of the 
Secretary-General (A/36/504) mentioned ways of ensuring better participation by 
countries in the preparation of information: the training of journalists from 
developing countries and the utililization by those countries of communications 
satellites. With regard to the development of the United Nations' role in the field 
of information, the Under-Secretary-General for Public Information had stated that 
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the Department of Public Information had moved onward from being a mere public 
relations centre and had been transformed into an instrument for providing information 
not distorted by specific interests. His delegation considered that to be a 
highly important task. 

39. The report of the Secretary-General also referred to measures that had been 
taken to redress the present geographical imbalance in the staff of the Department 
of Public Information; but his delegation noted with regret the reduction in the 
number of Spanish-speaking staff and the still smaller number of Spanish nationals 
among the staff. It hoped that their numbers would soon be increased. That would 
reflect the importance of the Spanish language and the high standards of Spanish 
journalism. 

40. The production of information material in Spanish for use by United Nations 
Information Centres had also been greatly reduced. It would be very useful to 
establish, within the Department of Public Information, a small unit for producing 
information material in Spanish that could be used in United Nations Information 
Centres in 20 States Members of the Organization. 

41. The importance of communications media in the contemporary world had already 
been established. The problem was to decide what type of information the world 
needed, what audience it should be directed to, and how it could be improved; his 
delegation would spare no effort to find solutions to that problem. 

42. Mr. JUWANA (Indonesia) said that the results achieved by the Committee on 
Information seemed to indicate that it was pursuing the right course. On the 
other hand, much as his delegation was pleased with the consensus achieved in the 
adoption of the recommendations of the Committee, it was sceptical about their 
implementation and felt that it was necessary to find a realistic approach in order 
to ensure that the recommendations were implemented and that the Committee on 
Information fulfilled its mandate to meet the hopes and aspirations of the 
developing countries. 

43. His delegation was satisfied with the progress made in co-operation and in 
the co-ordination of public information activities among the various organizations 
of the United Nations system. The measures taken by the Joint United Nations 
Information Committee and the work of non-governmental organizations in promoting 
information on United Nations activities had been contributing factors. 

44. With regard to the policies and activities of the Department of Public 
Information, he said that the problems faced by the Department could not be solved 
on a case-by-case basis but rather by devising a realistic and comprehensive plan, 
including a reasonable time-frame for implementation. His delegation appreciated 
the importance of the efforts made by the Secretary-General to improve the balance 
in the use of official and other languages, to expand contacts with non-governmental 
organizations and educational groups, to improve the network of Information Centres 
and to implement the Programme for Journalists and Broadcasters from Developing 
Countries at United Nations Headquarters. None the less, in order to redress the 
geographical imbalance in the staff ot the Department of Public Information, the 
representation of the developing countries must be increased. 
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45. His delegation had studied with interest the progress report submitted by the 
Director-General of UNESCO on the establishment of the International Programme for 
Development of Communication. Although progress had been achieved, much remained 
to be done, particularly on the question of funding. His delegation supported the 
appeal for contributions by all States, organizations and agencies of the United 
Nations system, and welcomed the decision to establish an appropriate system of 
financing for the Programme, including the possibility of converting it to the 
status of an international fund within the framework of UNESCO. 

46. It was not an easy task to establish a new world information and communication 
order. Furthermore, various arguments and tactics had been used to create 
impediments to real progress. None the less, his delegation was determined by 
joint efforts to solve the problems that stood in the way of establishing a new 
information and communication order. 

47. Mr. NGUYEN (VietNam) said that, in the discussions on information that had 
taken place in the United Nations, a new conflict had emerged that centred on the 
concept of information; it was a conflict between the views held by the developed 
countries of the West and those held by the developing countries, most of which had 
recently thrown off the yoke of imperialist and colonialist domination. The 
inequality and imbalance in the information and communication field made itself 
felt in relations between those two groups of countries. Hence, many conferences 
organized by the non-aligned countries and UNESCO had discussed that topic. Those 
conferences had reflected the legitimate demands of the developing countries--i.e., 
the achievement of justice and equality in all international relations, including 
relations in the information field. 

48. His delegation welcomed the results achieved at the conferences of non-aligned 
countries held in New Delhi, Tunis, Belgrade and Havana, at the meetings of the 
Pool of Non-Aligned News Agencies and in the relevant General Assembly resolutions 
concerning the need to establish a new world information order to bolster the 
struggle for peace and international understanding, and counter racial 
discrimin~tion, apartheid and incitement to war. 

49. The Socialist Republic of Viet Nam had always been dedicated to the task of 
formulating an information policy in keeping with the principles of the new world 
information and communication order, which in turn must be based on the principles 
of equality and justice, respect for the independence and sovereignty of nations and 
the fundamental human rights defined in United Nations declarations and covenants. 

50. Under the new information and communication order, the circulation of 
information must be balanced and must take place in both directions, in accordance 
with the principles of equality, justice and mutual benefit; and it must also be 
free and responsible. No one could be opposed to freedom of information when the 
information was accurate, objective and impartial and served the interests of peace 
and mutual understanding among nations; when it was directed against war, the 
threat of war, and colonialism and neo-colonialism; and when it respected the 
rights of peoples, their sovereignty and their freedom to choose the political and 
social system that suited them. 
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51. In his delegation's view, those were the guiding principles and the basic 
content of a new world information order, which could make an active contribution 
to the struggle against imperialism, colonialism and neo-colonialism and could help 
to promote peace and international d~tente, and the independence and sovereignty of 
peoples. Such an order must be based on the Charter of the United Nations, on the 
fundamental principles of international law and on equality among nations; and the 
Socialist Republic of Viet Nam supported it without reservation. 

52. It was regrettable that international information activities were still 
dominated by a few western countries, which distorted information for their own 
defamatory purposes and thus violated the right of their own peoples to receive 
comprehensive and accurate information. The so-called "freedom radios" of Western 
Europe were broadcasting many tendentious assertions against the Soviet Union and 
the socialist and progressive countries, thereby creating a war psychosis and hatred 
among peoples, and encouraging social disturbances in the socialist countries and 
uprisings in certain developing countries whose social system was not to the liking 
of the imperialists. 

53. In South-East Asia, the "Voice of Free Asia" played a prominent part in the 
network for the broadcasting of slander: every day it broadcast several hours of 
programmes hostile to Viet Nam, the Lao People's Democratic Republic and the 
legitimate Government of Kampuchea; it incited the citizens of those countries to 
leave illegally and hampered the efforts of their respective Governments and the 
United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees to organize the legal and orderly 
departure of those who wished to settle abroad. 

54. The objective of that campaign was obviously to distract public attention 
from the revolting crimes perpetrated by the imperialists and expansionists against 
the peoples of Viet Nam and the Lao People's Democratic Republic and the most 
barbaric genocide of the century committed against the people of Kampuchea. 

55. The majority of the members of the Committee on Information had devoted 
considerable effort to the work of that Committee and had been able to draft a 
comprehensive report and make a number of constructive and useful recommendations. 
The activities of the Department of Public Information should be based on the 
principles of the United Nations Charter and on the decision to create a new world 
information and communication order. 

56. It was necessary to rectify the existing imbalance in the geographical 
distribution of staff in the Department of Public Information, particularly 
in the Radio and Visual Services Division. Urgent steps must be taken without 
delay to increase the representation of the group of developing countries, 
particularly at senior levels. The Western countries had hitherto held two thirds 
of the most important posts in the Department of Public Information. That illogical 
distribution had affected the activities of the Department and had damaged the 
good name of the Organization itself. The express request by the developing 
countries that the staff distribution in the Department of Public Information 
shoulq be improved was both fair and equitable. 

57. VietNam supported all the efforts made by the developing countries to 
promote and consolidate regional co-operation in the field of information through 
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the creation of pooled services in Asia, Africa and Latin America with a view to 
putting an end to their dependence on imperialist information monopolies. The 
creation of independent national information systems in the developing countries 
was closely connected with the struggle against intellectual and cultural 
colonialism and would make an important contribution towards eliminating 
inequalities and uroadening the dissemination of diversified and objective 
information in the developing countries. 

58. Viet Nam supported the measures aimed at establishing closer co-operation 
and better co-ordination between UNESCO and the General Assembly with a view to the 
creation of a new, more just and more effective world information and communication 
order. 

59. The Organization must condemn any attempt to use the mass media for the 
purposes of interfering in the internal affairs of sovereign States or inciting 
a psychosis of war and hatred among peoples. Finally, the delegation of Viet Nam 
wished to reiterate its resolve to work towards a new world information and 
communication order. 

60. Mr. SAAID (Libyan Arab Jamahiriya) thanked the Under-Secretary-General for 
Public Information for his statement and for his efforts to promote the cause of 
the United Nations and disseminate information on it; he also thanked the Assistant 
Director-General of UNESCO for his important statement and the Committee on 
Information for the constructive recommendations contained in document A/36/21. 
He expressed appreciation of the positive efforts made by the Committee to promote 
a new, more just and more effective international communication order which would 
serve the cause of peace and international security. 

61. Libya wished to extend a warm welcome to the two new Member States of the 
United Nations: Belize and Vanuatu. Libya also wished to reiterate its whole
hearted support for the principle of the free flow of information; it must be noted 
however that freedom of information entailed the obligation to respect the 
sovereignty and independence of States without interfering in their internal affairs 
or tampering with their social and cultural heritage. In that· context, the 
delegation of Libya endorsed the conclusions of the 21st session of the General 
Conference of UNESCO held in Belgrade, affirming that freedom of information must 
be exercised within the framework of an ethical and moral obligation towards truth 
and impartiality. 

62. Libya reiterated the importance of establishing a new international 
information and communication order conducive to close collaboration among 
countries and peoples, which would contribute to economic and social co-operation 
on the bases of equality, justice and respect both for peoples and for their social 
and cultural heritage and promote and strengthen the political, economic and social 
independence of the developing countries. 

63. The stranglehold and monopoly maintained by the developed countries over the 
various information media had allowed them to distort information to disseminate 
news which served their own partial interests exclusively without any regard 
whatever for the sovereignty and culture of the developing countries. Such an 
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unfair subjection to imperialist hegemony defeated the purpose of establishing 
international co-operation and hampered the efforts of the developing countries to 
promote the development and well-being of their peoples. 

64. Libya wished to denounce all the attempts to distort its political situation 
on the part of the mass media of the developed countries or the media controlled 
by those countries, since Libya never lost sight of its obligation to comply with 
the principles of the United Nations. As to the activities of the information 
centres, which were of paramount importance, they must be strengthened and 
broadened in accordance with the needs of the developing countries. Moreover, an 
international agreement must be concluded on the broadcasting of radio and 
television programmes with due regard for the sovereignty of Member States. In 
that context, attention should be paid to the immortal cultural heritage of the 
Arab countries, and the Under-Secretary-General for Public Information and the 
Director-General of UNESCO should thus encourage the use of Arabic in order to 
redress the existing imbalance. In addition, the importance of the Arabic unit 
must be stressed so that it could carry out its work i~ a more constructive manner. 
In that respect, Libya proposed that the Arabic broadcasting and television 
services should be merged into one unit or section so that they would have the 
proper means to attain their objectives. 

65. Libya fully endorsed the recommendation in the report of the Committee on 
Information that United Nations broadcasting programmes should be used to denounce 
apartheid. With regard to the report of the Secretary-General contained in 
document A/36/504, emphasis should be given to the need to take steps to rectify 
the existing geographical imbalance in the staff of the Department of Public 
Information by increasing the representation of the developing countries, 
particularly at senior levels. Finally, the Department of Public Information must 
strengthen its co-operation with the non-aligned countries and continue to widen 
the field of its information activities. 

66. Mr. SHERIFIS (Cyprus) said that the establishment of a new world information 
and communication order was motivated by the urgent need to change the dependent 
status of the developing countries in such an important field, which not only was 
inseparable from the need to establish a new international economic order but also 
formed an integral part of the international development process. It had been 
recognized that the media could contribute effectively to reducing inequalities, 
injustice and illiteracy, to the progress of countries and peoples, to strengthening 
peace and international understanding, to promoting human rights, to the struggle 
against racial discrimination and apartheid and to the goal development. 

67. The Department of Public Information must gear its activities increasingly 
to promoting understanding of the work and purposes of the United Nations, making 
collective efforts towards the establishment of a new world information and 
communication order and strengthening wide co-operation within the United Nations 
system, among other governmental and non-governmental organizations concerned with 
information, and with the news organizations of the non-aligned and developing 
countries. The delegation of Cyprus considered that sufficient funds must be 
allocated to the Department of Public Information in order for it to be able to 
fulfil the ever-growing number of tasks assigned to it over the past few years. 
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68. The recommendations formulated by the Committee on Information represented a 
consensus for solving the problems with which it was faced and whose fundamental 
importance was gaining ever-wider recognition. The delegation of Cyprus welcomed 
the close co-operation established between the United Nations and UNESCO and 
wished to underline that every effort should be made to avoid any duplication and 
overlapping of work. It was also in favour of the establishment of an International 
Programme for the Development of Communication. 

69. Mr. NAIK (Pakistan) said that his delegation had heard with great interest the 
introductory statements of the Under-Secretary-General for Public Information, 
Mr. Yasushi Akashi, and of the Assistant Director-General for Culture and 
Communication of UNESCO, Mr. Makaminan·Makagiansar, as well as the statements of 
the Chairman of the Committee on Information, Ambassador Miguel Albornoz, and 
the Rapporteur of the Committee, Mr. V. Nevrekar. The item entitled "Questions 
relating to information" reflected a concern shared by many: the tremendous power 
that the information media commanded in contemporary society, the problem which 
that power represented and the wish to solve it. 

70. His delegation fully supported Under-Secretary-General Akashi's interpretation 
of the call for a new world information order, which implied the need for changing 
the information system. That system, which was monopolized by a handful of news 
agencies in the developed countries, transmitted information from those countries 
to the developing ones. World information was in the hands of a few countries and 
those who suffered the unfortunate consequences of a situation whereby misinformed 
public opinion was being created by the media were not in a position to present 
their side of the story. 

71. In his view, that imbalance presented a problem and had to be corrected. 
What should be sought for in the new world information and communication order was 
information which flowed in both directions, which was presented in proper context, 
which was viewed within the cultural context of the society to which it belonged, 
which was objectively collected and disseminated and which would serve to achieve 
world peace and progress. His delegation viewed with satisfaction the efforts in 
that direction made by the General Assembly and UNESCO, but was disturbed that 
those efforts had been misinterpreted. He suggested that fuller information and 
more detailed explanation of the purpose of those efforts should be provided in 
order to remove misunderstandings and the concern which arose as a result. 

72. Turning to the three basic documents before the Committee, he noted with 
satisfaction the promptness with which the Secretary-General had undertaken the 
implementation of General Assembly resolution 35/201. F.ven though that resolution 
could not be fully implemented within a fixed period, certain processes relating 
to it had already been set in motion. 

73. One such process aimed at equitable geographical representation in the staff 
of the Department of Public Information. In his view, some progress had been 
made in that direction, but it was far from adequate, particularly in certain 
regions such as Asia and the Pactfic. He expressed the hope that that imbalance, 
which had lingered year after year, would be corrected. 
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74. Another point in the Secretary-General's report related to the provision of 
working space and facilities for journalists at Headquarters. His delegation 
appreciated the difficulties of trying to "fit an increasing number of people into 
a limited space". Nevertheless, it was important to keep in mind the very important 
role that journalists played in creating a well-informed world opinion about the 
United Nations, but what they did was only half the story, which became complete 
only when told to the billions of people around the globe who looked to the United 
Nations with hopes of a better and safer future. Those who did that half of the 
job certainly deserved much better treatment. Their needs should not be brushed 
aside as merely being part of the difficulties of the United Nations; they had to 
be met. One way to achieve that would be to accommodate more press correspondents 
by changing the practice of giving the bigger rooms to the bigger names. The press 
representatives of small countries did a much more important job when it came to 
projecting a positive image of what the United Nations did and stood for. 

75. Turning to the report of the Director-General of UNESCO (A/36/530), he said 
that his delegation was happy to note that the Intergovernmental Council had begun 
taking steps to launch the operational phase of the International Programme for 
the Development of Communication. Pakistan welcomed the Council's decision to 
give priority to communication development at the regional and subregional levels. 
The infrastructures and capabilities of developing countries were vital for 
narrowing the wide information and communication gap between the developed and 
the developing countries. 

76. The communication capabilities of most of the developing countries were too 
weak to sustain the burden of the current information explosion. Those countries 
had very limited means for disseminating information widely and effectively. The 
result was dark clouds of ignorance in a sky brightly lit with knowledge. Those 
clouds must be dispersed. If knowledge was the common heritage of mankind, every 
individual must have the opportunity to benefit from it; the problem was how 
developing countries could discharge their obligations in that regard with no 
power transmitters, ill-equipped studios and obsolete printing presses. Those 
countries needed technical assistance and financial support in order to develop 
their communication capabilities. In that connexion his delegation fully 
endorsed the appeal to Member States made by the Director-General of UNESCO for 
contributions to the International Programme for the Development of Communication 
and hoped that countries, organizations, professional groups and other sources 
would generously lend their support to the expansion of the Programme in every 
possible way, including financial, human and material resources, technology and 
training. 

77. Without outside support, the developing countries would find it difficult 
to raise the levels of their mass media to the point where they could be used 
effectively for social and economic development. Progress in the developing 
countries was slowed down by a number of factors, including the low level of 
education, and it was precisely in that area that mass media could and must play 
a very important role. Faced with limited resources, the developing countries 
could not provide education for their populations through the traditional 
institutions alone. Those institutions had to be supplemented by the mass media, 
particularly in adult education. Pakistan had already made a start in the use of 
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mass media for adult education and hoped to extend their application to much wider 
fields of education. Similarly, mass media could be put to effective use in 
educating the rural masses about modern agricultural methods and techniques and 
could also be used to increase cultural and information exchanges among various 
parts of a country, thereby promoting the creation of well-integrated societies. 

78. Taking into account the many positive contributions that the mass media 
could and must make to the development of the developing countries, his delegation 
hoped that the Department of Public Information and UNESCO would keep them in mind 
when planning and executing their information policies. 

79. Turning to the report of the Committee on Information (A/36/21), he said that, 
in his delegation's view, its 33 recommendations were such as to enhance the 
effectiveness of information policies and activities and he noted with great 
satisfaction that they had been made by consensus. He trusted that the Committee 
would work in the same spirit of compromise and also reach a consensus. 

80. His delegation supported the 33 recommendations and particularly those aimed 
at improving the performance of the Radio and Visual Services Division, 
strengthening co-operation between the Department of Public Information and the 
Pool of Non-Aligned News Agencies and other regional news agencies, increasing the 
effectiveness and performance of the United Nations Information Centres, securing 
the financial basis for the continuation of Development Forum and ensuring 
equitable geographical distribution of the staff of the Department of Public 
Information. 

81. Finally, it should always be kept in mind that the United Nations was the hope 
of billions of people in a world tormented by conflicts, tensions, want, poverty, 
hunger and disease. It was the duty of everyone to see to it that that hope was never 
disappointed, but kept alive and strengthened. The Department of Public Information 
and its Director were striving to fulfil that aspiration, and for that they 
deserved his delegation's thanks. The efforts of everyone were required to promote 
faith in the ideals embodied in the United Nations and in its ability to achieve 
them. 

82. The CHAIRMAN said that the delegations of Nepal, Guinea and Mauritania had 
informed him that they had not been present when the list of speakers was closed and 
had asked to be included in the list. If he heard no objection, he would take it 
that the Committee wished to accede to their request. 

83. It was so decided. 

The meeting rose at 6.15 p.m. 




