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The meeting was called to order at 10.45 a.m. 

AGENDA ITEM 88: UNITED NATIONS DECADE FOR WOMEN: EQUALITY, DEVELOPMENT AND PEACE 
(continued) (A/36/3/Add.20; A/36/620; A/36/490) 

(a) WORLD CONFERENCE OF THE UNITED NATIONS DECADE FOR WOMEN: REPORT OF THE 
SECRETARY-GENERAL (continued) (A/36/564) 

(b) VOLUNTARY FUND FOR THE UNITED NATIONS DECADE FOR WOMEN: REPORTS OF THE 
SECRETARY-GENERAL (continued) (A/36/485; A/36/646; A/36/647) 

(c) DRAFT DECLARATION ON THE PARTICIPATION OF WOMEN IN THE STRUGGLE FOR THE 
STRENGTHENING OF INTERNATIONAL PEACE AND SECURITY AND AGAINST COLONIALISM, 
APARTHEID, ALL FORMS OF RACISM AND RACIAL DISCRIMINATION, FOREIGN AGGRESSION, 
OCCUPATION AND ALL FORMS OF FOREIGN DOMINATION: REPORT OF THE SECRETARY
GENERAL (continued) (A/36/476 and Add.l) 

AGENDA ITEM 89: STATUS OF THE CONVENTION ON THE ELIMINATION OF ALL FORMS OF 
DISCRIMINATION AGAINST WOMEN: REPORT OF THE SECRETARY-GENERAL (continued) 
(A/36/63, A/36/295 and Add.l) 

1. Mrs. BASNET (Nepal) said that her delegation warmly welcomed the entry into 
force on 3 September 1981 of the Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of 
Discrimination Against Women as a significant step towards the emancipation of 
women everywhere and hoped that its implementation machinery would soon be in 
operation. The Convention represented one of the major achievements of the United 
Nations Decade for Women, whose goals, despite some notable successes, were still 
far from being fully attained. 

2. As part of its own contribution to the Decade, Nepal had established the Women 
Services Co-ordination Committee to co-ordinate all domestic programmes designed to 
give Nepalese women a greater role in implementing national development programmes. 
It sought to maximize economic opportunities available to women by making better 
use of the country's available infrastructure, by devising appropriate infrastructura 
changes and by providing incentives to facilitate the participation of women in 
development activities. 

3. The parent body of the Co-ordination Committee was the Social Service National 
Co-ordination Council, which had done much to attain the lofty objectives and 
promote the principles asserted by the international community in its efforts to 
advance the interests of women. It had made commendable efforts to organize women 
and co-ordinate their welfare activities nationally, so that women in Nepal were 
increasingly liberated from the shackles that had previously impeded their 
participation in development. Its efforts were premised on the conviction that' 
economic development was impossible without vocational skills which could be 
acquired only through training and that if women were to contribute to national 
economic development, they must first be made self-reliant. The Council's work had 
the full support of the competent ministries and the legislature, which included 
several women. 
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4. Nepal's Constitution recognized the importance of the role of governmental 
and non-governmental organizations and bodies which worked to improve the condition 
of women by making them conscious of their responsibilities and duties with respect 
to the country's development. 

5. As a least-developed country, Nepal attached great importance to ensuring that 
its poorest women received the same training as men, as well as access to credit 
and to the technological know-how required for farming. That was reflected in the 
country's current Five-Year Plan, another major step towards integrating women 
into programmes designed to make use of all the country's human, physical and 
scientific resources. 

6. Nepal was grateful to the United Nations bodies which had pro~ided it with the 
assistance it needed to promote the advancement of women, and it particularly 
appreciated the vital role played by the Voluntary Fund for the United Nations Decade 
for Women in supporting the activities of the Decade. Her delegation believed that 
the Fund's resources should be geared more closely to the needs of the poorest women 
in the low-income countries and that in allocating those resources, priority should 
be accorded to the least-developed countries. It appealed to the Centre for Social 
Development and Humanitarian Affairs to give that suggestion serious consideration. 
It also appealed for generous contributions to the Fund and favoured extending it 
beyond the Decade. Moreover, it agreed with the Secretary-General that logic and 
sound administrative practice required that the Fund should be physically integrated 
into the Centre for Social Development and Humanitarian Affairs, since that would 
make it operationally more effective. 

7. Her delegation had voted for General Assembly resolution 35/136, in which it 
was decided to convene in 1985, at the conclusion of the Decade, a World Conference 
to Review and Appraise the Achievements of the Decade, and it was convinced that that 
Conference would be able to ensure full and universal implementation of the 
decisions taken at the World Conference of the International Women 1 s Year, held a_t 
Mexico City in 1975, and at the World Conference of United Nations Decade for Women, 
held at Copenhagen in 1980 as well as to achieve the objectives of the Decade, 
objectives which her delegation thought should be pursued even beyond the Decade. 
While gratified that the relevant agencies and organizations of the United Nations 
had already undertaken specific measures and formulated concrete proposals to 
implement the Programme of Action adopted at the 1975 World Conference, her 
delegation felt that such measures should be intensified at all levels, in 
accordance with General Assembly resolution 35/136. 

8. Last, while her delegation noted with satisfaction that the proportion of 
women to men in Professional posts in the United Nations Secretariat had increased,! 
it regretted that the figure remained below the 25 per cent target set by the 
General Assembly, and it appealed to those concerned to take effective measures to 
correct that situation before the end of the Decade. 

9. Mr. VONGSALY (Lao People's Democratic Republic) said that before discrimination 
against women could be ended, the international community must solve such major 
problems as colonialism, neo-colonialism, apartheid and all forms of racial 
discrimination and of foreign aggression. It must also give women their prop~r 
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role -ln dealing with one of the most serious problems currently facing the world, 
namely, the arms race, which seriously threatened international peace and security. 
Women must co-ordinate their efforts and participate actively with men in order to 
restore detente and mutual confidence, which had been undermined by certain 
imperialist circles bent on achieving military supremacy. 

' 
10. His country was a party to the Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of 
Discrimination against Women and attached great importance to the Programme of Action 
adopted at the World Conference of the United Nations Decade for Women at 
Copenhagen, particularly to the part linking the struggle for international peace 
and security with the struggle for women's equality. 

11. His country's present Government had eliminated all vestiges of a feudal past 
in which women had been subjected to every form of exploitation and discrimination, 
and thus women now enjoyed full equality with men in every area, including political 
decision-making, guaranteed employment, education and health. At every level, 
women participated in the country's administration, and even in its national 
defence and in the protection of public order; they also enjoyed full maternity 
benefits. 

12. At the thirty-fifth session of the General Assembly, his delegation had 
sponsored draft resolution A/C.3/35/L.l7, which contained a draft Declaration on the 
Participation of Women in the Struggle for the Strengthening of International Peace 
and Security and against Colonialism, Racism, Racial Discrimination, Foreign 
Aggression, Occupation and All Forms of Foreign Domination. That draft recognized 
the need to increase women's participation in political life with a view to helping 
them attack those problems and filled the gaps in previous relevant declarations 
and programmes of action and served as a follow-up to them. His delegation 
therefore hoped that it would be adopted without a vote at the current session. 

13. Mrs. BAPTISTE (Grenada), speaking on agenda item 89, expressed satisfaction at 
the large number of countries that had signed, ratified or acceded to the Convention 
on the Elimination of All Forms of Discriminationa against Women. Grenada had 
signed the Convention on 17 July 1980 and would continue to support any resolution 
calling for equality,'peace and the advancement of women throughout the world. 

14. Her Government believed that women were among the most important contributors 
to national development; they wer~ no longer mere homemakers walking in the shadow 
of men. tvomen had made remarkable strides all over the world in fields formerly 
dominated by men. However, societal prejudices and centuries of discrimination 
could not be eliminated overnight. Her Government had therefore instituted an 
intensive programme to ensure more active participation by women in the social, 
political and economic development of the country. Along the same lines, the 
National Women's Organization, the main avenue through which women expressed their 
views, had indicated at a recent press conference that women had benefited most from 
the Revolution's programmes. Moreover, they were starting to realize that only by 
being organized could they strengthen the Revolution. The current membership of the 
National Women's Organization was being increased, inter alia, through the 
organization of parisl1 teams, training workshops and workers' parish council 
meetings. 
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15. Women in Grenada were active in all areas. For instance, they repaired roads, 
were active in the militia and in trade unions, and held top-level administrative 
positions. The computer centre at the Ministry of Planning was run almost entirely 
by women, and Grenada's ambassador to the Organization of American States was a 
woman. 

16. In its effort to eliminate all discrimination a~ainst women, her Government 
had, in 1980, introduced the maternity law, which was designed to solve the 
fundamental problems relating to job security and maternity leave encountered by 
pregnant women. 

17. At the international level, her Government had also actively participated in 
many Latin American conferences on the subject of women, and delegates from Grenada 
had attended both the World Conference held at Prague in September 1981 and the 
Copenhagen Conference. Grenada had gone from being a passive member of such 
conferences to playing an important role in the formulation of policies and 
programmes for the betterment of women. 

18. Grenada was also very active in CARICOM and ECLA and had endorsed the 
development priorities for women in the Caribbean. In addition, the women of 
Grenada had demanded equality and peace in many international forums and had 
actively joined in sponsoring the resolution calling for the declaration of the 
Caribbean as a zone of peace. Her country had also been elected to the board of 
the OAS Inter-American Commission of Women and, in 1981, had made a presentation 
to the Pan-American Health Organization on the topic of women and health. Her 
country also participated actively in international events for women and would host 
a rally on women in the building of revolutionary democracy in December 1981. 

19. At the national level, her Government had endorsed a budget totalling $500,000 
for the 1982-1983 period for programmes relating to health, education, day-care 
centres, employment and vocational training. 

20. In conclusion, she drew attention to the fact that her Government consistently 
condemned any country in which women were kept from fully devoting themselves to 
development: the extent of women's participation in social and economic progress 
reflected the depth of the development process. 

21. Mr. DOSERI (Qatar) said that women represented a tremendous force for 
participation in the building and development of society. They played a fundamental 
role in the family, taking care of children and managing the household, and were 
sometimes employed in an occupation or participated in social work. Since women 
constituted one half of society, they were affected by all the social, economic 
and po~itical circumstances of their society. 

22. It had been agreed on by the various conferences, at Mexico City, Copenhagen 
and Prague, that the cause of women could not be separated from the political and 
economic problems of international society. That was particularly true with regard 
to such issues as the cause of the Palestinian people and the role of Palestinian 
women in resisting-occupation and protecting their children from the raids 0~ the 
savage Zionist enemy. That was also true of Lebanese women, who were now facing 
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the same problems as Palestinian women because of the repeated attacks on Lebanon 
by the Zionist entity. Women in South Africa were suffering from economic and 
social problems as a result of the inhumane practices of the racist South African 
regime. The Zionist occupation of Palestine imposed on Palestinian women social 
and economic circumstances different from those encountered by women in independent 
countries. His delegation therefore supported the resolution of the Copenhagen 
Conference condemning zionism and categorizing zionism as a racist movement. It 
also supported the resolution condemning the racist practices and apartheid system 
of South Africa. 

23. In spite of United Nations efforts, women still suffered from unequal treatment 
in the fields of employment and education: they did not enjoy the same opportunities 
as men in most areas and did not receive equal pay. National -legislation regarding 
women's rights in society and the family must be improved in order to enable women 
to play their full role in the building of a so~nd society and in order to overcome 
economic crises and deal with the political pressures which hindered women's 
participation in economic and social development. 

24. The State of Qatar supported the role which women must play in the strengthening 
of international peace and security and in expanding the scope of co-operation 
between States in accordance with the Charter of the ~~ited Nations. It welcomed ·, 
all of the Copenhagen Conference's recommendations and resolutions relating to 
international co-operation and peace, the achievement of liberation and national 
independence, the preservation of the sovereignty and territorial security of each 
State, the elimination of colonialism, aggression, foreign occupation and all forms 
of racial discrimination, and the recognition of the dignity of peoples and their 
right to self-determination. 

25. The Islamic 3haria, which was the source of all the laws in force in the State 
of Qatar, described equality between men and women in all fields and gave women full 
rights, such as the right to own property, the right to work, the right to education 
and the right to share responsibility. The regime in Qatar was democratic and was 
based on respect for the dignity of human beings and equality of men and women. 
Since independence, Qatar's society had made a tremendous cultural leap forward, 
and that fact had positive consequences for Qatar women, who had gained access to 
education at all lev~ls and in all fields. There were women specializing in 
various professional fields, such as medicine and law, and many other areas of work 
were open to the women of Qatar. 

26. While Qatar fully supported· the equality of men and women, it realized that 
true equality could be achieved only in an atmosphere in which equal relations 
among States prevailed, free from threats of war, particularly nuclear war, because 
such threats paralysed the international community and thereby hindered economic and 
social development, removing opportunities for appropriate solutions to many 
contemporary problems, including the problem of women's rights. 

27. Mrs. MALLOUM (Chad) said that women had frequently shown how willing and able 
they were to meet their noble responsibility of promoting human welfare through 
development and that in her country they could do that as equal partners with men 
because they had equal rights to education and equal access to responsible positions. 
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Only when women had been educated to full awareness of the imperialist exploitation 
to which they were subjected could they join in equal struggle with men to combat 
under-development. The Government of Chad had accordingly given priority to 
providing educational scholarships for girls and to organizing women to wage that 
struggle more effectively. Although war had prevented it from being represented at 
several international conferences devoted to the enhancing of women's role in 
development, Chad whole-heartedly endorsed the decisions taken at those Conferences. 

28. Mr. JANKU (Albania) pointed out that the many problems relating to the 
emancipation and advancement of women were becoming increasingly acute, and the 
conferences, plans of action and documents devoted to remedying that situation had 
not produced the desired results. The solution was closely linked to the struggle 
of all peoples, at both the national and the international level, to solve the 
fundamental problems o"f national and social liberation, political and economic 
independence, national sovereignty and free and independent development. The 
profound, multifaceted crisis currently affecting the world had a particular impact 
on working women, who were, inter alia, the first victims of unemployment. 

29. For years, women in colonial and neo-colonial countries in Africa, Asia and 
Latin America, and even women in Europe, had been suffering from a variety of 
injustices. For instance, the interests of the super-Powers--the United States and 
the Soviet Union--and of other imperialist Powers had left the heroic Palestinian 
women homeless, while the tool of the United States, Israeli zionism, was terrorizing 
them and depriving them_of happiness. 

30. Attempts to present partial achievements as a victory could not conceal the 
fact that women in many countries still lived under severe political, economic and 
social oppression. Laws according certain rights to women merely disguised the 
brutal imperialist and neo-colonialist oppression and exploitation of women. It was 
a known fact that, in the bourgeois-revisionist countries, discrimination against 
women prevailed in all fields of life: equality in words was belied by inequality, 
oppression and disparagement in deeds. The bourgeois-revisionist society used all 
sorts of theories to justify the denial of the rights of women and to divert women's 
attention from their own fundamental problems. Discrimination against women existed 
not only in under-developed countries but also in developed countries, where working 
women were the first to suffer from inequality and social tragedy. 

31. The emancipation of women and the safeguarding of human rights was impossible 
when there was no equality, freedom and justice for all, when economic exploitation, 
unemployment, inflation and other economic and social injustices were imposed on 
the broad working masses, and particularly on women. In fact, capitalist oppression 
and exploitation had forced women to struggle to win their rights, and that struggle 
was an indivisible part of the struggle of all oppressed peoples for social 
liberation and progress. While combating the aggressive policy of the super-Powers 
and other imperialist Powers, the peoples of the world must also wage a fierce 
struggle against the demagogic propaganda of the bourgeoisie and against its 
attempts to present the struggle of women for peace and social justice as a 
"feminist movement". 
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32. Albania had always devoted special attention to the full emancipation and 
advancement of women and, to that end, had adopted important political, economic 
and legislative measures. The Party of Labour of Albania had always considered 
women's problems to be of the utmost importance and to be related to national and 
social liberation. That policy was illustrated by the fact that women had fought 
side by side with men in the National Liberation War. 

33. The freedom and social liberation of the people could not be achieved without 
the complete emancipation of women. Accordingly, the new woman of the socialist 
society had been educated, dignified and given physical and mental possibilities to 
enable her to meet the new demands inherent in the struggle to eliminate social 
inequality and eradicate social, cultural and educational backwardness and to 
participate in political, economic and social activities. 

34. The leader of the Albanian people, recently addressing the Eighth Congress of 
the Party of Labour of Albania, had stressed that the Party would continue to fight 
for the implementation of its programme directed towards the complete emancipation 
of women, since without the social liberation of a people was impossible. The 
successful construction of socialism in Albania had created conditions in which 
women could put their rights into practice, for example, in productive labour, in 
political and economic activities at all levels of the State, and in social 
organizations. Such active participation offered women an important way of 
affirming their personality, demonstrating and promoting their abilities and better 
contributing to the progress of the society as a whole. 

35. In Albania, democratic rights and freedoms were coupled with duties. For 
example, the right to work created the duty to obtain an education at all levels, 
as well as the right to social insurance, maternity and child care, and the like. 
Women accounted for half of the working population in Albania, and their 
participation in political, economic and social life had been growing steadily. 
In addition, girls constituted approximately half of all secondary-school and 
university students. Women made up approximately one third of Party members, of 
deputies to the People's Assembly and People's Councils, of members of the Supreme 
Court and of professional workers with higher education. Women also held positions 
of leadership in the Party and the State. 

36. Far from interfering with their role as mothers, women's broad participation 
in the life of the country had helped them to bring up their children better and 
to educate them with a love for work, for the people and for the homeland. His 
country's demographic policy reflected the wish of the Albanian people to have as 
many children as they wanted. Consequently Albania currently had the highest birth
rate in Europe. Special attention was devoted to the raising of children, and the 
1981 maternity law guaranteed more favourable conditions for women before and after 
the birth of a child. The noble role women played in society would further increase 
their responsibility for the growth of the population and for the education of the 
younger generation. Under those conditions, the emancipation of women was not a 
"feminist movement"; it meant their advancement to full equality with men in the 
march towards common aims and pure ideals. 
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37. In that connexion, the Women's Union of Albania would continue to have an 
important role to play, for example, in co-operating with State organs and 
recommending measures for the fulfilment of Party guidelines. The Union of Labour 
Youth of Albania, which included the majority of Albanian girls, also played an 
important role in the complete emancipation of women. 

38. The success his country had achieved would be used as a solid basis for further 
efforts to solve its remaining problems, and in particular to attain complete 
equality between men and women in social and family life and in the educational, 
cultural, scientific, technical and professional areas. As the Eighth Congress of 
the Party of Labour of Albania had stressed, it was extremely important to struggle 
consistently for the complete emancipation of women in all fields of life. 

' 
39. Ms. FERNANDO (Sri Lanka) said that her country had taken an active part in the 
Copenhagen Conference in 1980 and had maintained its commitment to implement the 
Conference's Programme of Action. One of the major areas of consensus which had 
emerged from the Conference had been the recognition of the importance of the 
Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of Discrimination against Women, as 
evidenced by the fact that 86 countries had already signed it and 27 had ratified or 
acceded to it. Sri Lanka had signed the Convention during the Copenhagen Conference 
and ratified it in October 1981. 

40. Efforts to achieve real progress in eliminating discrimination against women, 
particularly at work, we~e continuing in Sri Lanka. Restrictive employment quotas 
in certain public-service categories had now been abolished, and women were now 
regularly entering areas previously restricted to men. Every effort was being made 
to implement the principle of equal pay for equal work. Sri Lanka had ratified 
ILO Convention No. 41, which prohibited the employment of women after 10 o'clock 
at night, but current surveys among working women showed that nearly 83 per cent 
favoured night work for economic reasons. Sri Lanka had achieved the standards 
set out in articles 7 and 10 of the Convention--relating, respectively, to the 
elimination of political and of educational discrimination against women--long 
before the adoption of the Convention. It was celebrating in 1981 the fiftieth 
anniversary of universal adult suffrage, and about half the total electorate were 
now women. In education, there was an 80 per cent literacy rate for men and for 
women, and both participated equally in education up to university level, where 
women's enrolment had reached about 50 per cent. 

41. With regard to the Voluntary Fund for the United Nations Decade for Women, 
she said that Sri Lanka appreciated the efficient manner in which the Fund had 
performed its task, supporting an imaginative variety of activities designed to 
give women more equitable access to development. She welcomed in particular the 
emphasis on support to employment-generating activity. She noted with regret that, 
according to document A/36/646, it had been necessary in 1981 to make severe cuts 
in project approvals, owing to lack of the necessary resources, and she trusted that 
new pledges would help to meet the crisis. On the vexed question of the location of 
the Fund, there was clearly no consensus, and she had noted that the Consultative 
Committee on the Voluntary Fund, at its tenth session, had expressed a wish to give 
further study to the question of the Fund's future at its next session. It might 
therefore be preferable to await the results of those deliberations, rather than 
;1 t tempt to resolve the question of the location of the Fund during the current 
Hession by <1 vote in the Third Committee. 
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42. Mrs. EL-ALI (Syrian Arab Republic) said that even though women had made progress 
towards equality with men, additional efforts were needed. In her delegation's 
opinion, the effective participation of women in the building of society should be 
strengthened, anc accordingly, women must cease to fulfil their traditional roles. 
The efforts of wonen themselves and the determination of States to solve their 
problems had resulted in the 1975 Declaration of Mexico City, the proclamation of 
the United Xations Decade for Women, and the 1980 Copenhagen Conference and to the 
adoption of the relevant Programme of Action and the Convention on the Elimination 
of All Forms of Discrimination against Women. 

43. The Convention represented a great achievement for women, whose rights had 
thus been recognized at the international level. Although the United Nations must 
monitor its implementation, the results obtained depended on the will of States. It 
was especially important to enhance the condition of women throughout the world, 
because their condition was linked to social and political development. A new type 
of woman, involved in development and in political and social questions, had thus 
emerged. 

44. Her Government was making a sincere effort to achieve women's equality in all 
areas of life in the Syrian Arab Republic. Thatundertaking was especially difficult, 
because considerable resources must be devoted to the liberation of occupied 
territories and to ensuring the right of return of the Palestinian people. She 
pointed out that part of her country was still occupied by Zionist forces and that 
Syrian women and children had been displaced. 

45. Syrian women supported their Palestinian sisters struggling against all forms 
of inhuman treatment and against the establishment of settlements on their land. 
There was a direct link between national independence and national development. 

46. In the context of the Decade for Women, the Government had implemented a 
programme of action to enhance the role of women; as the President of the Syrian 
Arab Republic had stated, the necessary conditions to enable women to play their 
rightful role in society must be established. With a view to attaining that 
objective, her Government was implementing the Mexico City Plan of Action and the 
Programme of Action for the second half of the Decade and was examining different 
ways of contributing to the Voluntary Fund. 

47. Under the Syrian Constitution, the State must guarantee women every opportunity 
to make an effective contribution to political, economic, social and cultural 
activities and must seek to remove obstacles to their development. As a result, 
Syrian women participated in political institutions, holding posts as high as that 
of Minister, and were among the leaders in all areas of society. In addition, women 
had been granted certain specific rights, such as the right to keep their maiden 
name after marriage. 

48. The Constitution also stipulated that all citizens had the right to work. 
Syrian women received the same salaries as men and were entitled to special 
maternity leave. In agriculture, they received technical and financial facilities 
and comprised half of the working population. Moreover, the Constitution stipulated 
that all citizens had the right to education. As a result of recommendations made 
by the President of the Republic, the number of women students in universities had 
increased and measures had been adopted to eliminate illiteracy. 
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49. The General Federation of Women played an important role in bringing women 
together and encouraging them to work with a view to ensuring their integration into 
the development process. To that end, inter alia, free day-care facilities had been 
established. Teacher training was provided in co-operation with several United 
Nations specialized agencies. The General Federation of Women also represented Syrian 
women at international conferences. 

50. In conclusion, she stressed that Syrian women supported the struggle of 
Palestinian, South African and Namibian women and of all women who defended the 
Arab cause and opposed zionism. Moreover, they collaborated with progressive 
organizations with a view to establishing peace based on justice. The goals of the 
United Nations Decade fQr Women could be achieved only through the exercise of the 
right of peoples to self-determination, through respect for national sovereignty and 
territorial integrity, and through international co-operation, disarmament and the 
establishment of a new international economic order. 

51. Ms. EJE_~E (Sierra Leone) said that her delegation was particularly grateful 
to the Centre for Social Development and Humanitarian Affairs and to UNICEF, UNDP, 
ECA and other agencies for their efforts to employ as many qualified women as 
possible. They had made the relevant resolutions a reality and she trusted that 
others would follow their example. 

52. Sierra Leone was a small and developing country, but it had made substantial 
progress in the development and advancement of its women, who had been given the 
opportunity to contribute their share to the country's fight for independence. 
Women had been encouraged to participate in various professions and in commerce, 
and there was no sphere of life in Sierra Leone in which they did not participate 
fully. However, although they had done well in government, education and the 
professions, the lot of rural women had not greatly improved. Women in developing 
countries toiled too hard on the farms in order to provide subsistence for their 
families. The international community should try to alleviate their suffering, and 
her delegation was grateful for the establishment of the Voluntary Fund, whose 
purpose was to stimulate action in areas in which women were not adequately supported 
and in which assistance could make a positive contribution to development. Sierra 
Leone had taken full advantage of the projects so far undertaken by the Fund. It 
had participated in projects on information and communication, energy and technology, 
human resources, development and development planning, and it hoped to participate 
in further projects aimed at improving women's lot and advancing the people and the 
continent as a whole. Her country had welcomed the 1980 Seminar on Fuel and Energy 
Development for Rural African Women, held at Bamako for countries of the Sahel 
region, and hoped that many more such seminars would be held in different parts of 
the continent, to introduce ways and means of survival and to preserve the 
environment and improve the lives of women. 

53. Her delegation joined other delegations and 22 United Nations agencies and 
bodies in advocating continuation of the Voluntary Fund's activities beyond the 
Decade, and it fully agreed with the reasons given in the report of the Secretary
General in document A/36/647. It would not, however, comment at present on 
paragraphs 48 to 56 of the report, which dealt with the location of the Fund. It 
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wished to see the Fund operating smoothly, without procedural restrictions, whenever 
it was necessary to finance projects which might be important to the African 
continent. 

54. Sierra Leone would like to see the activities of the United Nations Decade 
for Women continue beyond 1985, as the developing countries still had many problems. 
They were trying to free the continent from the last vestiges of colonial oppression, 
to educate their children and young people and give them a better future, and to take 
care of their disabled and their older citizens, but above all, they were trying to 
achieve economic freedom. In a continent with the highest rate of illiteracy, 
there were not enough resources to provide adequate health care for all the people. 
Ten years was too short a time in which to improve the lives of women in the rural 
areas. Her delegation therefore hoped that the General Assembly would consider the 
idea at its thirty-seventh session. 

55. With regard to the financial situation of the Fund, as set forth in 
paragraphs 11, 12 and 13 of the Secretary-General's report (A/36/646), her delegation 
shared the concern of the Consultative Committee that the level of resources 
currently available was insufficient to finance activities intended to benefit women 
in the developing countries, and it appealed to Member States and voluntary 
organizations to contribute to the Fund. The international community should think 
of the practical problems of women and should make a positive contribution to 
improving their lives by providing pure drinking water, better food and better 
health facilities and other amenities. Her delegation was happy to note the 
assurance by the representative of the United States of America of her Government's 
intention to continue providing substantial funds both bilaterally and through the 
international lending and other institutions, including contributions to the Voluntar: 
Fund. She urged all other members to contribute generously to the Fund, for the wome1 
of Africa needed positive action. 

56. Her delegation felt that the draft Declaration on the Participation of Women 
in the Struggle for the Strengthening of International Peace and Security and against 
Colonialism, Apartheid, All Forms of Racism and Racial Discrimination, Foreign 
Aggression, Occupation and All Forms of Foreign Domination reflected the earnest 
feelings of women and deserved careful consideration. Its adoption would be a 
resolute move towards totally eliminating whatever discrimination against women 
still existed and ensuring their more effective participation in implementing the 
Programme of Action for the Second Half of the Decade. She realized that there were 
divergent views on the draft declaration but urged that the Committee should 
endeavour to harmonize them, so that it could be adopted, if not by consensus, 
at least by a majority. 

57. Mr. GAWISH (Sudan), speaking on agenda items 88 and 89, said that his Government' 
keen interest in questions concerning women throughout the world was illustrated by 
a recent statement by the President of the Sudan, in which he had said that it 
would be impossible to build up a unified nation and modernize the development 
process without the participation of women. The Revolution had brought about the 
adoption of the principle of equal pay for equal work, it had freed women from 
anachronistic laws and backward ideas about their place in society and had not only 
given them rights but had required them to assume responsibilities, with full 
participation in political, executive and legislative institutions in local and 
regional government. 
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58. The years 1969 to 1979, which might be called the Sudan's Decade for Women, had 
seen great advances for women in the political and social fields, particularly in 
education, where there had been an enormous increase in attendance at schools and 
universities. The laws governing women's rights at work and in the family had been 
revised in harmony with the new position of women, who now enjoyed full participation 
in economic, social and political life, including the highest levels of government. 
Women had played a considerable part in building up the new Sudan and had given 
new momentum to economic and social development through voluntary organizations in 
city and countryside. 

59. The Sudan had participated in the Mexico City Conference of 1975 and the 
Copenhagen Conference of 1980 because its Government believed that equality, 
development and peace were conditions that concerned women and men equally and 
could not be achieved wfthout international co-operation. His delegation was 
entirely satisfied with the recommendations of the Copenhagen Conference calling 
on the international community to give assistance to women in South Africa and 
Namibia struggling against oppression and racial discrimination. It also urged 
that substantial aid should be given to the women of Palestine, both abroad and at 
home in the occupied Arab territories, and reaffirmed the Sudan's support for the 
cause of the women of Palestine and southern Africa. 

60. Women's full co-operation, side by side with men, was essential for the 
advancement of all developing countries. Indeed the effective participation of 
women was a yardstick for judging a country's level of development. He appealed 
to the international community to spare no effort in giving women material and 
moral support and making full use of their creative potential, and he reaffirmed 
the Sudan's total support for the Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of 
Discrimination against Women. He was sure that his country's ratification of the 
Convention was being delayed only by formalities, which would be completed within a 
few days. 

61. Ms. CARRASCO (Bolivia) said that one of the most important achievements of the 
first part of the United Nations Decade for Women had been the recognition that 
equality for women could never be obtained outside the context of development, 
since it meant women's more active participation in the political, economic, social 
and cultural development of the society in which they lived. The adoption of the 
Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of Discrimination against Women had been 
another decisive event of the Decade. Her Government was at present carrying out, 
the necessary formalities for ratifying the Convention. 

62. The Mexico City Conference had brought out the multitude of problems facing 
women in all parts of the world, such as lack of health care, high illiteracy and 
lack of employment opportunities, to which the United Nations must give urgent 
attention. The adoption of the Copenhagen Plan of Action marked the end of a 
series of recommendations which, if implemented, would enable women to play a 
more active part in development. Emphasis should be placed on regional activities, 
since because of social, economic and cultural differences among countries, the 
measures needed for implementing the recommendations would vary from one region to 
another. 
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63. Bolivia was making every effort to improve the condition of women, to provide 
for their participation in various spheres of national activity and to provide the 
with opportunities for promotion and development. In the light of the suggestions 
made by the Economic and Social Council on implementation of the Programme of Acti 
for the Second Half of the United Nations Decade for Women, her Government had dra 
up a plan of action, through the President's National Board for Social Action, for 
carrying out the decisions adopted at the World Conference of the United Nations 
Decade for Women. Her Government had also drawn up programmes aimed at strengthen 
practical measures for improving the condition of women and ensuring that their 
interests were taken into account in the formulation and implementation of the 
International Strategy for the Third United Nations Development Decade, with a vie, 
to furthering the Programme of Action. The Programme was concerned with ensuring . 
greater participation by women in the implementation of the objectives of the Worl, 
Plan of Action, with priority for bettering women's conditions in all spheres of 
living, since women's inequality was in a large measure the result of poverty and 
under-development. 

64. On the legal side, measures had been promulgated to protect women's rights. 
With equality of rights and, as a corollary, equality of responsibilities, women 
would be both beneficiaries of and active agents in national development. 

65. Bolivia's centres for the advancement of women had started a campaign for 
additional sources of work for women, mainly in non-traditional sectors. The aim 
was to encourage women to take part in agricultural activities and reduce the 
exodus to urban areas by giving them fair pay, so that they could remain in their 
place of origin. In the health field, the Government was doing its best to providE 
basic services for the most disadvantaged sectors through welfare centres under thE 
Ministry of Social Welfare. The Ministry of Education was working to give farm anc 
rural women a broad education that would enable them to join in day-to-day social 
affairs outside their homes. The isolation of such women tended to have an inhibit 
effect on the educational or social advancement of their children and husbands, 
since even literate mothers frequently were not sufficiently advanced to benefit 
from more recent knowledge, particularly on health and nutrition. State education 
for children and adults in those fields was largely wasted through lack of continui 
in the rural areas, where the traditional way of life prevailed. 

66. Ms. SLATTERY (Ireland) said that the United Nations Decade for Women had broug 
about genuine progress on the question of women's place in society. It had given a 
valuable political impetus to efforts to secure the legislative and practical chang 
that were needed by women all over the world. In Ireland, it had helped to promote 
an awareness of the need for a change in society. A National Women's Forum on 
equality, development and peace, organized at the end of 1980 by the Irish Council 
on the Status of Women, in the context of the Decade for Women, had secured a large 
and representative attendance and made recommendations for a national plan of'actio 
which was to be drawn up by the Council and presented to the Government for 
consideration. 

67. Ireland had made progress in the past year in certain areas of practical 
concern to women. In women's employment, which was becoming increasingly important 
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~cause of the growing number of women in the labour force, a new act had improved 
1e existing maternity-leave provisions for employees. Equal pay for men and women 
1d been embodied in the legislation since 1974, and consideration was being given 
J improvements in the system. New enactments in family law had made it easier and 
~ss costly for women to seek legal redress in family disputes. Her country was 
vare of the need to have women take a more active part in politics and public life, 
~lieving that legislation and governmental decisions.should be influenced by women's 
>well as men's points of view. In the recent elections, nearly twice as many 
Jmen had been elected to Parliament as in 1977. The change in both men's and 
Jmen's idea of women's role in society had been brought about mainly by the efforts 
: women themselves. Women in politics had not sought special treatment and had 
~solutely opposed any privileges. However, the National Council for the Status of 
Jmen, which represented more than 30 women's organizations, had been given 
>nsultative status in respect of legislation affecting women. 

3. The principle that the fundamental rights and freedoms embodied in the Charter 
1d in the International Covenants on Human Rights were to be enjoyed equally by 
~n and women had been elaborated and made explicit by the Convention on the 
Limination of All Forms of Discrimination against Women, which covered women's 
Lghts in education, work, family life, health care, the law, politics and 
>vernment. The adoption of the Convention had been one of the Third Committee's 
1jor achievements. Her delegation therefore was not convinced of the need for an 
lditional declaration on the participation of women in the struggle for 
:rengthening international peace and security, as proposed in document A/36/476. 
1e questions raised by the proposed declaration were of equal concern to men and 
Jmen and would best be dealt with in a context which made no distinction on the 
1sis of sex. Her Government's views had been submitted in writing to the Secretary
~neral and were included in document A/36/476. 

). Mrs. SHELLI (Libyan Arab Jamahiriya) said that the principles of equality, 
~velopment and peace were interrelated and inseparable. The integration of women 
1to the development process was an essential condition for its success. It was 
;sential that women should have access to work, education and health services, and 
>r that it was essential to have respect for the sovereignty of States, constructive 
>-operation and the establishment of circumstances favourable to international 
~ace and security. The struggle for peace was also a struggle for development and 
~quired serious efforts to eliminate all forms of inequality resulting from 
>lonialism, racial discrimination, zionism and occupation. The events of the 
1ited Nations Decade for Women had clearly shown that the United Nations was 
~coming more concerned about women, and that concern had affected Governments and 
1ternational, governmental and non-governmental organizations, which had directed 
1eir attention to the problems of women throughout the world and adopted national 
~ogrammes for the attainment of the objectives of the Decade for Women. The 
>penhagen Conference had been a giant step forward. 

). In her country, as a result of colonialism, women had long been left in' 
~norance, poverty and backwardness, but since independence, women had gained all 
1eir rights through legislation based on the Islamic religion. That legislation 
1aranteed women the right to education, the right to work, the right to engag~ in 
>litical activity, the right to training, the right to literacy and the right to 
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free_medical treatment. Education was free, and incentive grants were given to 
female students in institutes and universities. Some were sent abroad for higher 
education. Libyan women occupied high posts in government, educational establishments 
and the civil service. The Government and the educational institutions had launched 
extensive literacy campaigns in the various parts of the country, and illiteracy 
amon& women had decreased considerably. 

71. Libyan legislation gave women the right to express their political views 
through people's conferences and committees, which discussed the policy of the State. 
Libyan legislation also encouraged rural women to undergo training and had opened 
vocational training institutes and training centres for handicrafts, which were 
proving very popular. 

72. Her delegation supported the recommendation of the Copenhagen Conference for 
the establishment, in co-operation with UNITAR, of training courses for the 
advancement of women, and it called for its speedy implementation in co-operation 
with all concerned organizations. The project should, inter alia, be implemented 
in remote rural areas of Africa. 

73. Her delegation placed emphasis on the recommendation concerning the harmful . 
effects for women of the process of the transfer and ~€distribution of technology and 
hoped that it would be speedily implemented. 

74. She expressed appreciation for the report contained in document A/36/476. The 
Libyan Arab Jamahiriya, as one of the authors of the draft Declaration on the 
Participation of Women in the Struggle for the Strengthening of International Peace 
and Security and against Colonialism, Apartheid, All For~s of Racism and Racial 
Discrimination, Foreign Aggression, Occupation and All Forms of Foreign Domination, 
felt that social progress could not be achieved unless mankind was freed from the 
scourge of war. Colonialism, racial discrimination, zionism and foreign occupation 
of many parts of the world aroused universal concern. The Libyan Arab Jamahiriya, 
as a peace-loving country, supported the struggle against colonialism, racial 
discrimination, zionism and foreign occupation and gave its full support to the 
struggle for peace. It supported the struggle of women in the occupied Arab 
territories and Pal~stine and the struggle of women in South Africa and Namibia. 

75. The world was witnessing a fierce conflict between the forces of good and 
evil. The active participation of women in human endeavours for the achievement 
of peace was essential today, a~ had been stressed in the discussions and 
recommendations of the World Conference of the United Nations Decade for Women. 

76. The contents of the draft Declaration were entirely consistent with the findings 
of the 1975 World Conference of the United Nations Decade for Women, held at Mexico 
City, and with the Programme of Action adopted by the 1980 Copenhagen Conference. 

77. In connexion with document A/36/485, she expressed her delegation's appreciation 
of the creative efforts made by the institutions and bodies of the United Nations 
system to integrate women into development and its particular gratitude to the 
United Nations Relief and Works Agency for Palestine Refugees in the Near East. 
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'8. She urged that the Economic Commission for Africa should increase its activities 
:or rural women in the northern part of the continent, who still urgently needed 
Lttention and assistance. 

'9. She emphasized the need for implementation of the Copenhagen Programme of Action 
>Y international organizations and specialized agencies. All conferences dealing 
Tith questions of peace should be invited to include in their agenda an item on the 
>truggle of Palestinian women and women in Lebanon and in South Africa and Namibia 
tnd to give them full support in their just struggle. There should be greater 
~fforts to provide assistance of all kinds to women in the occupied Arab territories, 
>alestine and Lebanon and to African women, particularly in Namibia, in their 
;truggle against colonialism, ignorance and poverty. 

10. It was essential to encourage the integration of rural women and women in remote 
treas into the development process through the work of economic commissions, 
.nternational organizations and specialized agencies. Her delegation urged States 
:o include full integration of women into the development process in their national 
levelopment policies. 

il. Information media in developing countries should be urged to present a true 
•icture of women and their role and to promote the harnessing of their powers in 
he service of international peace and security. 

12. There should be close co-operation with UNITAR for the advancement of women, 
tnd UNITAR should be provided with studies on women to that end. Her delegation 
:alled upon all Member States to allow women opportunitites for active participation 
.n all areas of political life. 

:3. Particular attention should be paid to handicapped women, and they should be 
,iven opportunities for education, employment and a decent life. That process 
:hould be promoted by the United Nations, the specialized agencies, other 
nternational bodies and organizations, the regional commissions and Member States 
•n the occasion of the International Year of Disabled Persons. States should 
~ncourage the work of national women's organizations, as one of the most important 
·illars of the advancement of women. 

;4. Her delegation supported the proposal to make Vienna the headquarters of the 
'oluntary Fund for the United Nations Decade for Women. That proposal was very 
ogical, for Vienna had become an important centre for United Nations activities, 
articularly in the social field • 

. s. Miss BRO~NAKOVA (Czechoslovakia) cited the Appeal to Women of the World and 
he Declaration entitled "Equality, National Independence, Peace" (A/36/620) 
dopted by the World Congress of Women held at Prague on 13 October 1981 as evidence 
f women's determination to harness themselves to the urgent task of securing_ world 
eace and disarmament. Women had always suffered severely from war and understood 
etter than professional politicians the urgency of preventing it. That was why 
hey currently formed an integral part of the powerful peace movement in various 
ountries of Europe and elsewhere. 
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86. It was clear that none of the goals of the United Nations Decade for Women could 
be achieved without peace, and it was not surprising that at the thirty-fifth session 
of the General Assembly certain countries had tried to prevent the adoption of the 
draft Declaration on the Participation of Women in the Struggle for the Strengthening 
of International Peace and Security and against Colonialism, Racism, Racial 
Discrimination, Foreign Aggression, Occupation and All Forms of Foreign Domination 
(A/C~3/35/L.l7). The adoption of that document would give a powerful impetus to 
intensifying women's participation in the struggle to eliminate some of the most 
serious problems of the day and at the same time help implement the decisions adopted 
in the United Nations on the occasion of the International Women's Year, as well as 
the decisions adopted by the World Conference of the United Nations Decade for Women 
held at Copenhagen. Her delegation was certain that the obstructionist countries 
would change their attitude in the light of the statement made by the Assistant 
Secretary-General for Social Development and Humanitarian Affairs, who had emphasized 
the need for women's active participation in the struggle for peace and disarmament. 

87. Her country had been greatly honoured to host the World Congress of Women at 
Prague, particularly because the participants had been able to see with their own 
e~1es what her country had done in the past 30 years to improve the situation of 
vomen and promote their all-round development. Czechoslovak women were now fully 
=·qual partners in the creation of material and spiritual values, thanks to free 
nd equal education, a guaranteed right to work and ~'State system of social 

)rotection. They held high political and economic positions but were also given a 
chance to combine professional activity with their primary role as mothers. 

88. Women in her country were protected both in law and in practice against 
discrimination, and Czechoslovakia therefore had no difficulty in ratifying the 
Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of Discrimination against Women. No 
women could be fully happy, however, so long as there were others in various parts 
of the world who suffered from hunger, malnutrition, illiteracy and the many social 
ills which colonialism, neo-colonialism and imperialism brought in their wake. The 
bitterest lot fell to women who also suffered racial and political discrimination. 
That was why priority attention had rightly been given in a number of international 
forums to the plight of women in southern Africa, in the illegally occupied Arab 
territories and in countries under reactionary and fascist dictatorships. The 
competent bodies must continue to provide all possible assistance to the women in 
those areas. 

89. Despite the fact that a number of developed Western countries had adopted 
legislative measures to improve· the situation of women, they still fell short of 
granting women full and complete equality. Persisting educational and financial 
barriers prevented women from acquiring the means to achieve full equality with 
men in work relationships, and their plight was further aggravated by inflation 
and unemployment in those countries. They rarely received the help they needed 
in order to combine the roles of mothers and workers. 

90. In conclusion, she said that her country would do its utmost to ensure 
implementation at the national, regional and international levels of the goals of 
the United Nations Decade for Women. 

The meeting rose at 1.15 p.m. 


