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The meeting was called to order at 10.40 a.m. 

AGENDA ITEM 74: IMPLEMENTATION OF THB PROGRAMME FOR THB DECADE FOR ACTION TO 
COMBAT RACISM AND RACIAL DISCRIMINATION (continued) {A/36/75, 116 and Corr.l, 515J 
A/C.3/36/L.3) 

AGENDA ITEM 81: IMPORTANCE OF THB UNIVERSAL REALIZATION OF THB RIGHT OF PEOPLES TO 
SELF-DETERMINATION AND OF THB SPEEDY GRANTING OF INDEPENDENCE TO COLONIAL COUNTRIES 
AND PEOPLES FOR THB EFFECTIVE GUARANTEE AND OBSERVANCE OF HUMAN RIGHTS (continued) 
(A/36/116 and Corr.l, 403 and Add.l, 421 and Corr.lJ A/C.3/36/4) 

AGENDA ITEM 82: ELIMINATION OF ALL FORMS OF RACIAL DISCRIMINATION (continued) 
(A/36/116 and Corr.l, 138, 421 and Corr.l, and 566) 

(a) REPORT OF THB COMMITTEE ON THB ELIMINATION OF RACIAL DISCRIMINATION 
(continued) (A/36/18) 

(b) STATUS OF THB INTERNATIONAL CONVENTION ON THB ELIMINATION OF ALL FORMS OF 
RACIAL DISCRIMINATION {continued) (A/36/453) 

(c) STATUS OF THE INTERNATIONAL CONVENTION ON THB SUPPRESSION AND PUNISHMENT OF 
THE CRIME OF APARTHEID {continued) (A/36/454 and Add.l) 

1. The CHAIRMAN reminded members of the Committee that the deadline for the 
submission of draft resolutions on the items under discussion was Thursday, 
18 October. He also announced that the list of speakers for agenda items 76, 77, 
78, 80, 84 and 90, to be discussed subsequently, was now open. 

2. Mrs. BASNET (Nepal), speaking on agenda items 74 and 82, welcomed the 
representatives of Vanuatu and Belize to the Committee; the admission of their 
countries to the United Nations marked another step towards the total eradication 
of colonialism and towards universality in the membership of the United Nations. 

3. The reports of the Director of the Division of Human Rights and the 
Secretary-General highlighted the urgency for real action, not only for the 
adoption of resolutions and declarations. They also drew attention to the 
successes and failures of different aspects of the Decade for Action to Combat 
Racism and Racial Discrimination. Despite the successes and despite the remarkable 
work accomplished by the Economic and Social Council in co-ordinating the Programme 
for the Decade and in evaluating the activities undertaken in that connexion, the 
objectives of the Programme had not been fully implemented. 

4. Nepal welcomed the decision to hold a Second world Conference to Combat Racism 
and Racial Discrimination in 1983 as a timely and realistic step and was confident 
that the Conference would not only review the activities undertaken in the context 
of the Decade, but would be able to take specific measures to ensure the full 
implementation of United Nations resolutions on racism, racial discrimination and 
apartheid. 
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5. Racism, racial discrimination and apartheid anywhere could not be condoned. 
Racial discrimination had never exis ted in her country, and all its citizens, 
irrespective of religion, race, sex, tribe or caste, fully enjoyed the fundamental 
rights and liberties guaranteed by the Constitution. NePal's social, moral and 
cultural traditions and val ues were opposed t o discrimination in any fora. 
Moreover, Nepal had ratified the International Convention on the Elimination of 
All Forms of Racial discrimination and the International Convention on the 
Suppression and Punishment of the Crime of Apartheid. 

6. Her country had consis tently spoken out against the hateful policy of 
apartheid, practised by the racist regime of South Africa and the repression by 
Pretoria of opponents of apartheid in total disregard of world opinion. It also 
condemned the repeated acts of aggression committed by South Africa against the 
front-line St.atee, including its latest aggres sion against Angola. 

7. Apartheid, the most cruel form of racism, was a serious threat to peace and 
security in Africa and world peace could not be achieved unless racism and 
apartheid were eliminated. That objective could only be achieved through concerted 
international efforts and the full implementation of all the relevant united 
Nations resolutions. Accordingly, her country appealed to Governaents and to 
intergovernmental and non- governmental organizations to increase their moral, 
material and political support for the oppressed peoples of South Africa and for 
the SOUth African liberation movements recognized by the United Nations. As a 
founding member of the Special Committee against ~rtheid, Nepal joined others in 
supporting the international community's growing demand for the strongest possible 
action, including the adoption of binding economic sanctions as provided for under 
Chapter VII of the Charter, against the racist regime of South Africa. 

8. Her delegation appreciated the continued efforts of the United Nations Counci~ 
for Namibia to mobilize world public opinion in support of the withdrawal of 
South Africa from that Territory, as well as its oonde111nation of South Africa for 
its persistent refusal to comply with the Security Council resolution on Haaibia 
and its increasing repression of the Namibian people. She reiterated Nepal's fira 
support for the Namibian people in its effort to achieve self-determination and 
genuine independence. If the Programme for the Decade was to be successful, 
efforts should focus on isolating the racis t, colonialist regime of South Africa, 
thus enabling the people of Naaibia utlimately to exercise its lawful right to 
achieve those goals. 

9. Her delegation noted with saM-~tion that over 100 States had either signed 
or acceded to the International Convent~ on the Elimination of All Porms of 
Racial Discrimination. It also oosnended the Ca.aittee on the Bliaination of 
Racial Discriaination on its work, as described in its report (A/36/18), .and was 
confident that it would continue to play an active role in future activities 
carried out under the Decade. The provisions of General Asselllbly resolution 35/40 
could give fresh impetus to· its work and help it to carry out its task more 
effectively, in close collaboration with the Third Comaittee. · 
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10. By the same token, the Committee on the Elimination of Racial Discrimination 
could make a useful contribution to the Second World Conference. Accordingly, her 
delegation supported the proposal that it should be represented in the Preparatory 
Sub-Committee for the Conference. The Second World Conference could achieve the 
ultimate goals set out in the Programme of the Decade by promoting human rights and 
fundamental freedoms, without distinction as to race, color, political opinion or 
national or ethnic origin, and by eradicating racial prejudice, racism, racial 
discrimination and racist practices. 

11. In conclusion, she expressed her delegation's deepest sorrow at the tragic 
assassination of President Anwar El Sadat, President of Egypt, who had been a 
champion of world peace, a man of great vision and the leader of a country with 
which Nepal enjoyed very cordial relations. 

12. Mrs. BBUIYAN (Bangladesh) extended her delegation's deepest condolences to the 
family of Anwar El Sadat, to the Egyptian delegation and to the Government and 
people of Egypt. 

13. Her delegation wished to congratulate the representatives of Vanuatu and 
Belize on their countries' admission to the United Nations, especially since 
Bangladesh, had itself been under foreign domination at one time. Accordingly, it 
strongly supported people who fought for self-determination and independence. 

14. Despite the General Assembly's efforts, world condemnation and moral 
isolation, apartheid, racism and racial discrimination were still practised as 
political doctrines. Apartheid was more deeply entrenched than ever, and 
South Africa's acts of aggression had repeatedly transcended national frontiers and 
became a direct threat to international peace and security. Bangladesh pledged its 
full support to the oppressed peoples of southern Africa in their fight against 
apartheid and in their struggle for national liberation. Moreover, Bangladesh 
fully supported all efforts to ensure the success of the Second World Conference in 
its task of elaborating a new course of action on the basis of the experience 
acquired during the Decade. In that connexion, she stressed that a concerted 
campaign must be directed towards the total isolation of the apartheid regime on 
all fronts - political, economic, social, cultural and diplomatic - and that the 
international community must step up its efforts to implement the Programme of 
Action adopted at the 1978 World Conference to Combat Racism and Racial 
Discrimination. 

15. South Africa had extended the abhorrent policy of apartheid into Namibia, a 
territory which it occupied illegally, and had extended its genocidal attacks to 
the Namibian refugees in neighbouring States. She reaffirmed Bangladesh's total 
support for the Namibian people in their struggle to exercise their inalienable 
right to freedom, independence and territorial integrity under the leadership of 
SHAPO, the authentic representative of the Namibian people. 

16. Racism and racial discrimination were not confined to South Africa. 
Regrettably, the people of Palestine were also the victims of ~acial discriaination 
and were denied their right to self-determination. The maintenance of the 
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status quo in Palestine, which was based on occupation by conquest, was an open 
invitation to confrontation. Bangladesh was committed to the search for a 
comprehensive and lasting peace based on justice in the Middle East. The wrongs 
wrought by acts that were contrary to international law and contrary to the Charter 
must be righted. To that end, Bangladesh had consistently supported the 
restoration of the inalienable national rights of the Palestinian people, including 
their right to self-determination and to establish a State of their own. 

17. While it was of the utmost importance to end all forms of colonialism in 
accordance with General Assembly resolution 1514 (XV), it was also essential to 
ensure that the new independence was not taken away by force, either directly or 
indirectly. Political self-determination was meaningless, unless it was 
accompanied by economic and social self-determination. The universal realization 
of self-determination could not be accomplished in its true sense, unless the 
existing economic and social imbalance between countries was redressed. Her 
delegation fervently hoped that practical steps would be taken towards the 
attainment of that goal. 

18. Mr. SHIFTER (United States of America ) dedicated his statement to the memory 
of Anwar El Sadat, the late President of Egypt, who had understood the meaning of 
the principles of the United Nations, and more particularly of t he issues currently 
before the Committee, and who had been able to rise above racial and ethnic 
division to set an example of human brotherhood. 

19. Referr i ng to extracts from Leviticus, chapter 19, from article 2 of the 
Universal Declaration of Human Rights and from the Convention on the Elimination of 
All Forms of Racial Discrimination, he pointed out that while those passages 
reflected the all-encompassing nature of the ideals to which the international 
community paid lip service, there was a wide gulf between those ethical goals and 
reality. It was important to s eek to bridge that gulf by identifying violations of 
internationally recognized humanitarian standards wherever they occurred, and to 
search for solutions which, in tangible terms, provided a better l i fe for those who 
were victims of discriminatory acts. 

20 • . In international forums and elsewhere, his Government had repeatedly 
criticized the system of apartheid, which violated the ethical precepts on which, 
Governments should be based. However , neither rhetoric nor incitement to violence 
could end the system of apartheid and provide a better future for South Africans of 
all races. As his country had stated repeatedly, it strongly supported the 
Sullivan principles and other farsighted policies as a first step towards the 
economic development and integr ation of black people. Continuing encouragement 
should be given to all measures aimed at removin~ the barriers that separated the 
race barriers which had crumbled unexpectedly rapidly in his own country. As his 
delegation had stated in the Commission on human Rights, the Un ited States 
understood the scars that racism left on a society and on individuals, but 
ultimately attention must be focuse~ on the des i red results - on the attainment of 
a better life for all South Africans - which could best be achieved through reason 
and vigorous, concerted efforts in support of those who counselled rationality, 
human brotherhood and progress . Accordingly, efforts mu s t be directed towards a 
programme that brought races together in brotherhood, not one that tore them apart. 

/ ... 



A/C.3/36/SR.l0 
English 
Page 6 

(Mr. Shifter, United States 
of America) 

21. While stressing that SOuth Africa's system of apartheid violated 
internationally recognized norms of government behaviour toward peoples of 
differing ancestry, he urged that the international community exert every effort, 
not to find a scapegoat in South Africa, but to bring the races in that country 
together, not tear them apart. TO be honest to itself and credible to the world, 
the United Nations must be prepared to recognize and to help to cure racial 
discrimination, as defined in the Convention, wherever it existed. 

22. Earlier in the current year, at another international gathering, the 
representative of Uganda had asked the assembled group why it had remained silent 
during Idi Amin's reign of terror, when perhaps as many as 250,000 people had been 
butchered merely because of their ethnic origin and religious affiliation. The 
Committee should reflect on the conspiracy of silence that had shielded Idi Amin 
from international condemnation and had thus encouraged him to continue his brutal 
acts. The Committee should honestly take stock of all acts of government-sponsored 
racial discrimination throughout the worlds instead of continuing to focus only on 
certain acts, while closing its eyes to others. In his opinion, those who were 
sincerely concerned about the future of the Organization, and about the rising tide 
of cynicism whch might soon engulf it, must insist that the United Nations should 
deal in an even-handed manner with all forms of discrimination, wherever they 
occurred. 

23. In so doing, it was important to deal with realities, and not merely with 
appearances. For example, the adoption of laws prohibiting racial discrimination 
often did not prevent some Governments from practising such discrimination while 
othe's openly flaunted their discriminatory practices. The difference in degree 
between those forms of discrimination mattered little to the victims. Accordingly, 
inquiry into racial discrimination should focus, not merely on the ideology and 
laws of a particular country, but on whether such laws were enforced. 

24. He conceded that, for many years, the United States had tolerated racial 
discrimination in disregard of the basic principles on which it had been founded 
and which were embodied in its Constitution. However, the United States offered an 
example of what could ultimately be achieved through peaceful progress, once a 
problem had been recognized and efforts had been directed toward solving it. 
Although all vestiges of racial discrimination had not been eliminated, great 
progress had been made in the past 30 years, and the United States Government -
including a President from a region that had once been seriously afflicted by 
racial discrimination - had played a key role in achieving such progress. 

25. When it had expressed concern about discriminatory acts in areas other than 
those few selected for censure, his country had been warned that it would be made 
to account for its treatment of blacks, Indians and natives of Puerto Rico. The 
United States had nothing to hide. Moreover, the problems and concerns of racial, 
ethnic and religious minorities were candidly discussed in the media and elsewhere, 
though not always on the basis of fact. However, even less than factual 
discussions were in no way inhibited by the United States Government, and nowhere 
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in the United Sta tee Criminal Code was there any re terence to a crime called 
·d~famation of the United States•. It was through the free and open d iscussion of 
such proble .. that the United Nations 11ust ellbark on the path towards solving thea. 

26. Although the specific conditions in one country did not necessarily replicate 
conditions in another country, there were coJIIIIOn elements of the human condition. 
If the Committee was to deal truthfully and honestly with the problem of racial 
discrimination, it must start by responding to all complaints brought before it, 
not merely to a chosen few. FOr example, he drew attention to the problem of the 
Crimean Tartars, who had been the victims of serious acts of discrimination for 
37 years who continued to be denied the right to return to their homeland - even 
though it was part of the country in which they lived - but whose problem had been 
studiously ignored by the Committee. By the same token, he pointed out that, 
approximately 75 years earlier, his Govern11ent had protested to the Government of 
Czar Nicholas II against the treat.ent o f the Jewish 11inorityJ it was now necessary 
again to speak out against the racial discri11ination practised in the same country 
against the same minority population. In the Soviet Union, Jews were the victims 
of an anti-semitic campaign but, reacting as they had in the days of Nicholas II, 
they were not being allowed to leave. The Baha'is were the victims of what was 
apparently a systematic effort to eradicate their faith (inter alia ) , through 
arrests, murders, the destruction of holy places and the terrorizing of 
individuals. That situation also cried out for condemnation by the competent 
international bodies. 

27. In short, if the Committee's work was to be taken seriously, i t must pay 
serious attention to government-sponsored racially discriminatory acts everywhere 
in the world. Moreover, its efforts must not be diluted by a redef i nition of the 
words •racial discrimination• to include a movement which did not belong in that 
categorys no resolution adopted by any body to the effect that zionism was a form 
of racism made that pronouncement a fact, and nothing was accomplished through such 
a perversion of the meaning of language. 

28. If the international community was to stem the rising tide of cyn1c1sm to whch 
he had referred, it must deal with the tasks before it with rigorous intellectual 
honesty, it must think less about the political forces at work in the United 
Nations and more about the struggling human beings throughout the world who, if 
they only knew about the great international declarations on human rights, would 
wish to see them translated into reality in their own lives. Indeed, that should 
be the CoJIIIIi ttee • s purpose. 

29. In conclueion, as an example of how far the international co-.unity still was 
from its goals, particularly in the light of the tragic aeeaeeination of the 
Egyptian President, he read out several verses written by the outstanding Soviet 
poet, Yevgeni Yevtushenko, as he looked out upon the 11ass grave at Babi Yar. The 
poet had ended by affirming that no part of him would ever forget what had happened 
thereJ it was important for all those who met in an organization created to affirm 
faith in fundamental human rights and in the dignity and worth of the human person 
to re~mber those words and the continuing reality they reflected. 
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30. Mr. AL-KAISI (Iraq) expressed appreciation for the valuable efforts which had 
been made by the Committee on the Elimination of Racial Discrimination, welcomed 
the results achieved by the Paris conference on racial discrimination in 
South Africa and supported the conclusions reached in the two reports issued by 
that conference. It wished to draw attention to the importance of document 
A/36/116, on the Conference of Ministers for Foreign Affairs of Non-Aligned 
Countries, which identified many of the centres of tension in the world resulting 
from violations of human rights. 

31. His delegation condemned colonialism, neo-colonialism, apartheid, zionism and 
racial discrimination as the most dangerous forms of the violation of human rights 
and human dignity. The apartheid regime in South Africa had continued its inhuman 
practices by virtue of the co-operation offered by the large Western countries in 
defiance of world public opinion, international charters and international 
customs. Those countries must be induced to put an end to their economic, military 
and atomic co-operation with that regime. The imposition of comprehensive and 
obligatory sanctions against the South Africa regime under Chapter VII of the 
Charter of the United Nations should form the basic element in the struggle against 
apartheid. The racist regime should be condemned further for its continued 
aggression against neighbouring countries, which threatened international peace and 
security. 

32. The Zionist occupation of Palestine and the usurpation of the rights of its 
people were at the root of the Middle East conflict. It was therefore impossible 
to find a solution to that conflict as long as the Palestinian Arab people did not 
enjoy its national rights, including its rights of return, self-determination and 
the right to the establishment of an independent State in Palestine, and as long as 
there was not a complete and unconditional withdrawal of the Zionist occupation 
forces from all Palestinian territories. 

33. The non-aligned countries had condemned the ass !stance provided by the 
United States to the racist Zionist entity. The Security Council had censured the 
Zionist entity for its persistence in implementing its racist policies in 
Palestine. The non-aligned countries had also condemned the continuing 
co-operation between the racist regime in South Africa and Palestine, which they 
considered a violation of the principles and objectives of the Charter and of the 
resolutions dealing with the Palestinian issue and an obstacle in the way of a just 
peace in the region. 

34. His country had been among the first to sign and to ratify the International 
Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of Racial Discrimination and the 
International Convention on the Suppression and Punishment of the Crime of 
Apartheid. The revolutionary Government in Iraq reaffirmed that it considered 
apartheid and racial discrimination crimes against humanity, a flagrant violation 
of human rights and a grave threat to international peace and security. 

35. The Constitution of Iraq had outlawed all forms of racial discrimination. The 
Penal Code also prohibited the establishment of any organization with the object of 
committing or encouraging acts of racial discrimination and imposed penalties on 
those who committed such acts. 
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36. 011e of the basic premises of Iraqi foreign policy was that the right of 
peoples to self-determination was a bas ic human right and an essential 
pre-condit ion for other rights. It was one of the guiding principles in 
international relations and any international agreement violating that right should 
be considered null and void. An example of such an agreement was the Camp David 
accords, which had been censured by the United Nations. His Government also 
considered that colonialism and racism were crimes against human rights and that 
their elimi nation in all parts of the world, in particular, in occupied Palestine 
and in South Africa, was a basic condition for the establishment of a balanced 
international community enjoying lasting peace and security. 

37. His country would continue its oppos ition to all organizations practising any 
form of racial discrimination and would boycott them in all fields - political, 
economic, military and cultural . It would demand that stronger measures should be 
taken against those organizations co-operating with them. In that oonnexion, he 
called attention to the efforts of Iraq i n the Security Council in 1975 when, 
together with the representatives of Guyana, Mauritania, Cameroon and Tanzania, it 
had submitted a draft res olution concerning the boycott of SOuth Africa, the 
implementation of Chapter VII of the Charter and the imposition of a total oil 
embargo on that racist regime. Although that draft resolution had not gained 
acceptance because of the opposition of the Un i ted States, Prance and the United 
Kingdom, the committee on the Elimination of Rac i al Discrimination had reaffirmed 
it in its report and it was still being reaffirmed in connexion with the various 
activities of the united Nations system in debate on the subject. 

38. The resolutions, recommendations and other measures adopted by the various 
organs of the United Nations concerning discrimination and segregation, such as the 
Programme for the Decade for Action to Combat Racism and Racial Di scrimination, had 
been endorsed by Iraq. Iraq had announced its strong support for peoples 
struggling to realize their national aspirations for a free and d i gnified life 
through the exercise of their right to self- determination, independence and 
sovereignty. It strongly condemned all racist regimes and had critici zed the 
military, political and economic aid provided by some Western States to the racist 
entities in SOuth Africa and occupied Palestine. It had condemned the ongoi ng 
co-operation between those two entities in the field of atomic weapons. Iraq, 
which had supported the peoples of Namibia, Zimbabwe and South Africa, hoped that 
the people of Zimbabwe would consolidate their independence on sound foundations. 
His country was confident of the victory of other peoples who were s till engaged in 
struggle, such as the Palestinian people and the people of SOuth Africa. 

39. The continuation in power of racist regimes was an obstacle to the realization 
of human rights and of peace in the world. Iraq, guided by the principles of the 
Arab Socialist Baath Party , reaffirmed its readiness to give material and 110ral 
support to peoples subjected to foreign occupation and peoples struggling against 
racism. Iraq would continue to strive for a world where international relations 
rested on firm foundations of mutual respect, the true comaon interest of peoples, 

· opposition to colonialism and imperialism and the thwarting of -rac ist and Zionist 
plots aimed at obstructing the development of society by violating. human rights and 
basic freedom. 
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CO. At the national level, important steps had been taken in the field of human 
rights in Iraq. Legislation had been enacted to enforce free and compulsory 
education, the national caapaign for the eradication of illiteracy, the reform of 
the penal system, increasing the purchasing power of citizens and general amnesty. 
In addition, there were the law governing the national legislative assembly and the 
social security law. Those measures were intended to implement the development 
plan aimed at changing many aspects of life in Iraq. 

41. In conclusion, his delegation wished to reaffirm the interest of the 
Government of Iraq in the implementation of the Prograaune for the Decade for Action 
to Combat Racism and Racial Discrimination, which was based upon its established 
policy of condemning the policies of segregation , racism and racial discrimination 
practised in South Africa and in Palestine and all the other occupied Arab 
territories, it favoured sanctions against those regimes. His delegation had 
participated in the preparatory work for the Second world Conference to Combat 
Racism and Racial Discrimination during the first regular session of the Economic 
and Social Council. It would like to continue its participation and was prepared 
to sponsor some of the draft resolutions to be considered concerning racism and 
racial discrimination and the right of peoples to self- determination. 

42. Mr. SOKALSKI (Poland) said that his delegation was concerned about the 
ineffectiveness of action proposed by the Committee and recommended by the General 
Assembly over the years to combat racism and racial discrimination. The tragic 
truth was that towards the end of the twentieth century, after a period of great 
advances in all fields of human endeavour, persecution, repression or 
discrimination practised against millions of people because of their colour, race, 
ethnic origin, l anguage or religion continued to haunt the international scene. 
The principle of the equality of rights was an empty slogan for some Governments 
and their repudiation of that principle was in fact tolerated by what was called 
the world's humanitarian majority. 

43. His delegation was somewhat dismayed by attempts made to divert the discussion 
from the logical course prescribed by the General Assembly, which placed the 
universal realization of the right of peoples to self-determination within the 
framework of the struggle to eliminate all vestiges of colonialism and neo-colonial 
forms of domination and established a direct link between the fight to eliminate 
racism and racial discrimination and the struggle for the right to 
self-determination and human rights. It would be detrimental to the cause of full 
decolonization to attribute to items a scope and content which they did not 
actually cover. It might be helpful, to dispel any doubts, to check the early 
records of the United Natons in order to determine who had really opted for the 
principle of self-determination, including its incorporation in the Charter, and 
who had been against it. · 
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44. The past 36 years of international relations had proved incontestably that the 
United Nations could not properly discharge its functions unless there was a 
visible effort on the part of all Member States to eliminate tension and to 
strengthen international peace and security. The situation today was fraught with 
serious threats that not only impeded new progress but also impaired many of the 
achievements of the past. The arms race continued unabated, attempts were being 
made to revive the ill-famed policy based on strength, regional and local conflicts 
remained unsettled, there was a stalemate in the implementation of the new 
international economic order. It could be argued that the most flagrant 
manifestations of racism and racial discrimination as well as the denial of 
self-determination to peoples were no less important causes of the current 
discouraging state of world affairs. The legacies of colonialism had always 
threatened the peaceful course of the community of nations. However, it should be 
understood that their complete eradication would be effected sooner if there was an 
improvement in the general climate of international relations. 

45. There was also a pressing need for political goodwill as the basis for a 
consensus that the bastions of racism and denial of the right to self-determination 
must be demolished. The most abhorrent international manifestations of those 
policies were the system of apartheid and the tragic fate of the peoples of Azania 
and Namibia as well as the Arab people of Palestine. As long as foreign economic 
and military interests prevailed in dealing with the profoundly humanitarian 
questions of existence of entire peoples, one could hardly expect more than token 
gains fro~ the efforts of the international community. 

46. Moreover, there was a need for vigorous action among all sectors of public 
opinion, at both the national and international levels, to enhance awareness of the 
consequences of racism. TOO little was still being done to implement the Progra~ 
for the Decade. Although delayed, the report on education activities and the 
activities of the mass media in the fight against racism and racial discrimination 
(A/36/75) constituted an invaluable guide in channelling action to eliminate all 
forms of racial discrimination. 

47. Lastly, there was a need for ratification on a universal basis and 
implementation of the provisions of a number of important international instruments 
against racial discrimination. As long as the membership of the United Nations was 
divided into those who had ratified these instruments in good faith and those who 
disregarded their existence, little could be done for the victims of racism. 

48. Poland's .record ln co'lt>ating racism and raciai discrimination had .been-· 
profoundly influenced by the traditional tolerance of the Polish people and their 
openness to cultures of other nations, which made racial prejudice a feeling alien 
to the mentality of Poles. Historically, Poland had offered shelter to those 
persecuted in other countries and, although threatened with extinction by the Nazis 
·during the Second WOrld Mar, it had extended. a helpful hand to thousands of J~ws 
who would otherwise have perished in death camps established and run by the 
so-called super-race. As a result of the socio-political transformations in 

!post-war Poland, the society had not only consolidated the idea of huaanisa and 
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respect for the equality of all people, but had also acknowledged its duty in the 
struggle for the basic human rights for all oppressed peoples of the world. Those 
principles lay behind Poland's strongest condemnation of the violation of those 
rights, particularly in South Africa and the Middle East. It was now clearer than 
ever that SOuth Africa's aggressive conduct towards its neighbours was also a form 
of racism, the latest brutal attack on Angola had again left no illusions about the 
real rotives of the Pretoria regime. 'nle 110re that regi11e was tolerated, the more 
it would poison the entire system of modern civilization. 

49. Another great cause of concern was the recent increase in fascist and neo-nazi 
activities and the dissemination of ideologies based on racial intolerance, hatred 
and terror. Those evils constituted a threat to world peace, international 
security and the realization of human rights and funda~ntal freedoms. 

SO. Poland was a party to all United Nations instruments in the field of human 
rights and the elimination of racial discrimination. Its periodic reports under 
the International Convention on the Elimination of All Perms of Racial 
Discrimination presented a very comprehensive picture of measures it had taken to 
implement that important document. Finally, he wished to reiterate Poland's firm 
resolve to join in all United Nations action to eliminate recurring manifestations 
of racism, racial discrimination and the denial of the legitimate right to 
self-determination. 

51. Mr. BOOCOUNAS (Greece) said that it was a Jnatter of deep sadness for the 
i nternational c01111unity that the scourge ·of racial discriltination still existed. 
'nle United Nations and its affiliated agencies had, however, demonstrated their 
resolve to continue the struggle to eliminate it and should be credited with having 
created an awareness of the true size of the problem. 

52. Although the primary task was clearly to put an end to the oppression of 
entire peoples through the practices of racial discrimination, it was also 
important to establish the necessary cli~nate in which peoples could l ive together 
in a spirit of mutual respect and co-operation. The Decade for Action to Combat 
Racism and Racial Discrimination should take both those aspects into account and 
all States should demonstrate their support of the action undertaken by the 
international community on the problem. 

53. He drew attention to document A/ 36/515 which contained information on his 
country's legislation and the position of his Government regarding racism and 
racial discrimination. His country deplored . the pol icies of the Government of 
Pretoria both in South Africa and in Namibia and supported the international 
community, the united Nations and the Secretary-General in their efforts to restore 
fundamental rights in both those countries. 

54. 'nle report of the Committee on the Elimination of Racial Discrimination 
(A/36/18) indicated that the majority of States parties to the Convention clearly 
deslred to co-operate with the Co111111ittee and that the co .. ittee, on the basis of 
the experience it had acquired, was examining the role it should play in 
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implementing the Convention. The Committee had stated its readiness to improve its 
procedures and to meet to an even greater extent the expectations of States with 
regard to the specific provisions of the Convention. His Government had also noted 
the Committee's decision to have two studies prepared by individual members on the 
implementation of articles 4 and 7 of the Convention. It did, however, ·feel that 
it was still too early to undertake other studies and that it was certainly 
premature to start splitting up certain provisions. Such an undertaking, however 
praiseworthy it might be, would result in upsetting the balance of legal system 
established by the Convention. 

55. In conclusion, he reaffirmed his delegation's total commitment to the right of 
peoples to self-determination. Besides marking the transition from the phase of 
colonialism to independence, that right impl~ed, above all, the prohibition of any 
act or any policy aimed at suppressing the independence and the exercise of 
sovereignty by peoples. At its worst, infringement of that right took the form of 
aggression and foreign occupation. Whenever illegal force was used in 
international relations, the right of .peoples to self-determination was violated. 
The international community should strive to put an end to oppression and foreign 
occupation and to restore the basic rights of peoples . 

56. Mrs. PEREZ (Cuba) said that it was lamentable that cases such as Namibia had 
not been resolved. The illegal occupation of Namibia by South Africa, and its 
introduction of the odious practice of apartheid in the Territory was a cause for 
indignation. That occupation, condemned by a majority of the international 
community, was possible only because of the economic, political and military 
support which South Africa received from imperialist circles. The support provided 
by the great imperialist Powers to racist South Africa had encouraged its arrogance 
to the point where it committed acts that were a threat to the peace and stability 
of the region and a violation of the sovereignty and territorial integrity of 
neighbouring countries, as was the case in its recent invasion of the territory of 
the -People's Republic of Angola, with great loss of life and property. Her 
delegation once again expressed its strong condemnation of the terrorist acts by 
the Pretoria regime and reiterated its unflagging support of the People's Republic 
of Angola and the other front-line States. Her delegation also wished to express 
its admiration for the heroic struggle of the people of South Africa, led by the 
African National Congress (ANC) for their fundamental rights and the courageous 
people of Namibia who, under the leadership of SWAPO, their sole and authentic 
representative, were waging a crucial battle against the remnants of colonialism in 
Africa. The implementation of Security Council resolution 435 (1978) on. Na•ibia _. 
could not be postponed. 

57. CUba was no less concerned and outraged by the situation in the Middle East, 
where Israel had continued its aggressive pol icy. The Arab territories occupied in 
1967 had not been returned despite countless resolutions on the subject and Israel 
was attempting to iapose citizenship on the Syrian residents in the occupied part 
of the Golan Heights. other· actions carried out by Israel in the occupied Arab 
territories were aimed at introducing changes in the demographic make-up and 
altering the institutions and the very geography of the occupied \:erritories. 
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58. Various resolutions had been adopted without concrete results in support of 
the right of the heroic Palestinian people to self-determination and the 
establishment of an independent State. It was time for action to permit the 
Palestinian people to exercise their right to self-determination and to establish 
an independent State. It was time to check the aggressive hand which had 
unscrupulously massacred the Arab population in Palestine and the south of 
Lebanon. That same hand had flagrantly violated the territorial integrity of 
another State in the region by bombing with impunity the Iraqi Nuclear Centre for 
Peaceful Research. The same group that supported and permitted the survival of 
regimes such as that of South Africa supported Israel and their irresponsible 
conduct, included providing it with arms of all types. 

59. Her delegation reiterated its support for the right of the people of western 
Sahara to self-determination and hoped that the OAU agreement on the referendum 
would be fruitful. It once again endorsed the right of the fraternal people of 
Puerto Rico to their independence and the decision of the Special Committee on 
decolonization to refer the case to the General Assembly at its thirty-seventh 
session. Similarly, her Government supported the Government and people of Panama 
in their struggle for the fulfilment of the agreements on the Canal. 

60, In the Indian Ocean, the case of Mayotte, which had been artificially 
separated from the sovereignty of the Comoros, remained to be settled. Madagascar 
must recover its right over the islands of Gloriosas, Juan de Nova, Europa and 
Bassa da India. Cuba also supported the right of the people of East Timor to 
self-determination and reaffirmed its support for the Argentinian people in their 
attempts to bring the Falkland Islands (Malvinas) under their national 
sovereignty. The activities of the United States in the Trust Territory of the 
Pacific Islands were further cause for concern. The United States used those 
islands as military bases and its activities represented a serious threat to peace 
and security in the region. 

61. Her delegation again wished to condemn the continuing use of mercenaries. It 
was with deep concern that it observed that practice being used against national 
liberation movements and countries which had re9ently acceded to independence and 
were attempting to build a new life. In Africa, the fraternal republics of Angola, 
Ethiopia and Mozambique and the peoples of South Africa and Namibia had been 
victims of that practice. In Latin America, with the agreement of discredited 
Governments, mercenaries had been introduced in the border areas of fraternal 
Nicaragua where they unabashedly proclaimed that they were there to invl'lde either 
Nicaragua or Cuba itself. 

62. Cuba once again denounced as a flagrant violation of the right 
self-determination of peoples the illegal occupation of a part of it<' r;at.ive soil 
by the United States. The Guantanamo Naval Base was a constant aff:nnt to Cuba's 
sovereignty and it again demanded the return of the territory in which the naval 
h<uJe was situated. It also demanded the lifting of the criminal economic blockade 
of Cuba which the United States had maintained for more than 20 years and the 
discontimumce of spy overflights by SR-71 aircraft carried out over its territory 
by the United States. 
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63. Miss BROSNAKOVA (Czechoslovakia), speaking on agenda item 81, said that the 
principle of self- determination of peoples, enshrined in the 1960 Declaration on 
the Granting of Independence to Colonial Countries and Peoples, one of the most 
important documents ever adopted by the United Nations, was recognized even by the 
majority of the non-marxist jurists, as was its status of ius cogens. It was also 
recognized that that right of peoples to self-determination had to be fulfilled if 
the rights of individuals was to be fully guaranteed. Unfortunately, however, the 
right of each State to equality in law, territorial integrity, freedom and 
political independence, its right to choose freely and develop its political, 
social, economic and cultural structure, as well as its right to determine its own 
laws, as expressed by the Conference on Security and Co-operation in Europe, was 
frequently interpreted by some States in a completely perverted or grossly 
distorted fashion. For example, certain Western States had for many years 
considered the granting of the right to self-determination to the people of Namibia 
as a neo-colonial act, the main aim being to prevent the transfer of power to 
SWAPO, the sole legitimate representative of the people of Namibia. Sometimes it 
was interpreted in a clearly selfish and cynical fashion, as was the case with 
Israeli attempts to present their denial of the right of self-determination to the 
Arab peoples and the people of Palestine, accompanied by annexation, militarism and 
violation of human rights, as a demonstration of some sort of philanthrophy. A 
similar mockery of the spirit and letter of the rights of peoples to 
self-determination was the assertion by certain Western countries, that, as a 
result of their mil i tary presence in the so-called small territories, the 
indigenous popul ation was guaranteed employment and prosperity. In that connexion, 
the efforts i l legally to annex Micronesia and the endeavours to turn that region 
i nto a network of imperialist bases should be condemned. 

64. It was equally absurd, illogical and inhuman to equate the legitimate struggle 
of peoples for national, economic and social freedom with terrorism. That was an 
insult to the millions of people who had fought and continued to fight against 
colonialism and the vestiges of colonialism for a worthwhile life. 

65. Such fallacious interpretations of the right of peoples to self- determination 
went band in hand with attempts to create artificial problems and to misuse the 
term for selfish motives in those regions of the world where development was in 
conflict with the interests of world imperialism and hegemonism. 

66. The ri9ht of peoples to self-determination was one of the most fundamental of 
all rights and one which could not be denied any people in any circumstances. In 
that connexion, her delegation wished the peoples of Vanuatu and Belize, the two 
new Members of the United Na-tions, success in their future development. 

67. One of the most important tasks facing the United Nations at the current stage 
in the process of eliainating colonialism was to devote immediate attention to the 
iaplementat ion of right of peoples to self-determination and to the correct 
interpretation of that term within the spirit of the United Nations Charter. She 
assured the Co~~aittee that her country intended to continue to help further the 
efforts of the United Nations to fulfil that task. 
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68. Mrs. EL-ALI (Syrian Arab Republic) said that her country had no problems 
relating to racism and racial discrimination because the Arab heritage and its 
social and religious values were founded upon love, brotherhood, tolerance, mutual 
respect, the brotherhood of peoples, reverence for freedom and the principles of 
justice and equality. The Constitution and laws of Syria were derived from those 
principles and they were reflected in the policies adopted by its Government. 

69. In implementation of the Programme for the Decade for Action to Combat Racism 
and Racial Discrimination, the International Convention on the Elimination of All 
Forms of Racial Discrimination and the International Convention on the Suppression 
and Punishment of the Crime of Apartheid, to which her Government had acceded, the 
Government and people of the Syrian Arab Republic were committed to combat all 
forms of racism and racial discrimination and supported the just struggle of the 
peoples of SOuth Africa and Namibia for self-determination and the enjoyment of 
basic human rights. The occupation of Namibia by the apartheid regime and its 
savage practices both within and outside south Africa constituted defiance of the 
principles of the Charter of the United Nations, its resolutions, international law 
and international instruments in a manner which had become a threat to 
international peace and security. The racist South African Government supported 
that policy by launching continuous attacks against neighbouring independent States 
such· as Angola, Zambia and Mozambique, making use of the most modern weapons and 
equipment supplied by some NATO countries in defiance of the resolutions of the 
Security Council calling for a boycott on arms to South Africa. 

70. The United Nations had from the beginning concerned itself with the question 
of racial discrimination in South Africa and had declared apartheid a crime against 
the dignity and conscience of man and a violation of human rights, of the Charter 
of the United Nations and of the Universal Declaration of Human Rights. In order 
to deal with the problem, the United Nations had established a number of 
international organs and numerous resolutions and recommendations had been adopted 
under the auspices of the United Nations and the specialized agencies. However, 
the efforts of the United Nations to isolate the racist regime from the 
international community and to suppress and punish the crime of apartheid had been 
thwarted by the use of the veto by France, the United Kingdom and the 
United States. SOme western nations, headed by the United States, were continuing 
to support that regime and to supply it with the means of survival. 

71. The Syrian people understood the true nature of the misfortune afflicting the 
people of South Africa because the Arab people was suffering grievously from the 
practices of the representatives of the Zionist entity in Palestine and the 
occupied Arab territories. The tragedy of the Palestinian Arab people continued: 
its homeland was usurped and it was deprived of its right to self-determination 
under the leadership of the PLO, its sole legitimate representative. Hundreds of 
thousands of Palestinians had been dispersed and prevented from returning to their 
homes, which were occupied by foreign settlers. Other aspects of that tragedy were 
the increase in Zionist migration, forcible expropriation of lands, the oppression 
of citizens and their forcible removal from their homes, the imposition of Israeli 
identity on the inhabitants of the Golan, the policy of annexation, changing the 
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character of the territory, the establishment of colonies, expulsions and 
banishment, physical annihilation, collective arrests, torture, the removal of 
national archeological, spiritual and cultural landmarks and the violation of 
freedoms and beliefs. 

72. Reference to the reports of the Special Committee to Investigate Israeli 
Practices Affecting the Human Rights of the Population of the Occupied Territories 
showed that all of those acts sprang from a Zionist ideology based upon the 
Judaization of everything taken over by the Israeli Army. There were countless 
examples of glaring violations of human rights on the part of the Israeli 
authorities. They were guilty of savage and repeated aggression against Lebanon 
and the Palestinian refugee camps and had committed aggression against the Iraqi 
nuclear reactor. 

73. The racist i deol og i cal unity between the Pretoria regime and the Zionist 
regime was a natural result of the colonialist character of those regimes. All 
were aware of the extent of mutual co-operation between Pretoria and Tel Aviv in 
economic, financial, military, nuclear, cultural, t ourist and sports matters. 
There was abundant evidence of such co-operation in the report of the Special 
Committee Against Apartheid. 

74. The apartheid regime and the Zionist entity would continue their defiance, 
arrogance and violations of human rights as long as some Western States and United 
States imperialism supported them, deprived the peoples of the regions of their 
rights and obstructed their aspirations for freedom and independence. The 
international campaign against racism shoul d be intensified in order to bring about 
the objectives of the Decade by eliminating racism and the Zionist ally of 
apartheid, by imposing comprehensive and mandatory sanctions against South Africa, 
by calling upon the Western States to reconsider their positions and by 
co-operation with the United Nations in order to achieve the objectives for which 
it was established. The United Nations and the international community had a 
special responsibility towards the oppressed peoples of SOuth Afr i ca, Namibia and 
Palestine. International peace and security could not be ensured without the 
liquidation of centres of aggression and tension exemplified by the Zionist entity 
and the apartheid regime and without enabling those peoples to enjoy freedom, 
independence a.nd sovereignty over their terri tor ies. 

75. Her delegation, as a member of the Special Committee on the Situation with 
regard to the Implementation of the Declaration on the Granting of Independence to 
Colonial Countries and Peoples, congratulated the peoples of Vanuatu and Belize on 
their independence and their admission to membership in the Organization and 
welcomed their participation in the work of the Third Committee. 

76. Her delegation reaffirmed its unconditional support for African liberation 
movements and reasserted that armed struggle was a legitimate instrument of action 
for those movements. Her delegation was pleased to announce that it had become a 
co-sponsor of draft resolution A/C.3/ 36/ L.3. 
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77. Mrs. DUBRA (Uruguay) said that on behalf of the Government and people of 
Uruguay, she wished to extend her most sincere condolences to the Government and 
people of Egypt on the occasion of the tragic death of President Sadat, and she 
strongly condemned the act of terrorism which had cost the life of that fighter for 
peace. 

78. The right of peoples to self-determination was a natural right and a 
sine qua non for the exercise of all other fundamental rights. While colonialism 
had not been completely eradicated, it should be recognized that the United Nations 
had helped to create international awareness of the right of peoples to 
self-determination by including that principle in its Charter. Even though that 
principle had not been included in the 1948 Universal Declaration of Human Rights 
because of the opposition of some colonial Powers, the international community, and 
particularly the Latin American countries, aware of their responsibilities and 
recognizing the spirit of the Charter, had made it possible 12 years later to adopt 
the Declaration on the Granting of Independence to Colonial Countries and Peoples, 
the true charter of decolonization, which had declared that the subjugation of 
peoples to foreign domination and exploitation was a denial of fundamental human 
rights and compromised the cause of world peace and co-operation. 

79. The principles of equality of rights and self-determination of peoples were 
principles of international law governing friendly relations and co-operation among 
States, and that equality of rights implied obligations which should be strictly 
complied with. It would not be possible to guarantee universal respect of the 
right of self-determination, or to maintain a lasting peace, if States in their 
international relations did not meet the obligation not to impede the exercise of 
the right of self-determination of the population of another State or act in any 
way incompatible with the exercise of the right by that population. Neither could 
respect for peace be guaranteed if States did not comply with other principles laid 
down in the Charter proscribing aggression, the threat or the use of force and 
interference in the internal affairs of other States. 

80. Her delegation regretted that those principles continued to be violated, 
sometimes preventing small and weak peoples from freely deciding their political 
status because of the intervention of a powerful State. That was the case of a 
small country and it should be taken up in the Third Committee because it was in 
fact a violation of the principle of self-determination. The international 
community must continue to work within the framework of the United Nations Charter 
to accelerate the process of decolonization of those peoples which had not yet 
obtained their independence and put an end to those situations in which the 
territorial integrity and national unity of a State had been violated. It should 
also guard against the rebirth of a new type of colonialism and dependence, 
sometimes more oppressive and cruel than the traditional form. 

81. Her delegation hoped that the crisis in the Middle East which for so many 
years had been a threat to peace could be resolved with the recognition of the 
rights of the Palestinian people. It did not believe that a definitive solution 
could be reached without the existence of a Palestinian State, and the 
establishment of such a State would be the most concrete affirmation of the 
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principle of self-determination. Israel, too, should be allowed to exist within 
secure and recognized borders in conditions of a just and lasting peace with its 
neighbours. Her delegation hoped that that would soon be possible and would usher 
in a period of peace and prosperity in the region. 

82. Finally, her delegation wished to emphasize the right of the people of Namibia 
to independence under their own political system without external interference, 
within the framework of guarantees by the United Nations, and hoped that a rapid 
solution to that problem would be found. 

83. Mr. LEVIN (Israel) said that he had noted the gratuitous aspersions cast upon 
his country and on zionism during recent meetings by certain representatives and 
felt bound to question their moral right to do so. He was referring, inter alia, 
to the statement of the Ukrainian representative, to whom he earnestly recommended 
a more thorough study of the statement of Mr. Andrei Gromyko at the Security 
Council in May 1948, when he said that Arab military operations were "aimed at the 
succession of a national liberation movement". Attempts to rewrite history might 
be laudable in some quarters but they were ultimately futile. General Assembly 
resolution 33/79 equating zionism with racism was fathered by the SOviet Union and 
its Arab cohorts in the same tradition of falsifying facts to suit political ends. 
Zionism was, however, far too old and its record as a genuine movement for national 
liberation far too positive to be affected by the calumny of latter-day 
imperialists and denigrators. 

84. The Jewish people had suffered, fought and striven longer than any other for 
self-determination and to regain sovereignty in the land from which they were 
forcibly exiled. In that long exile, during which the Jews were denied their basic 
human rights, they kept aflame the embers of their belief in their destiny, the:i.r 
return to zion, to Jerusalem. Zionism thus became synonymous with the yearning of 
the Jewish people to return home ever since the destruction of the first Temple. 
Indeed, Zionism had brought the Jews back from their banishment once before, wh<::n 
they were granted their wish to return under Cyrus. In the ninetheenth century, 
zionism took on a new meaning. Influenced by the strong current of nationalism and 
the national liberation movements of the time, the Jews translated their age-old 
longing into a movement of national self-determination which transformed the old 
traditional zionism into one that operated in the realities of the present-day 
political world. 

85. He stressed that zionism had never been predicated on the idea of the 
expulsion of the Arabs. Those who denied that fact and maintained otherwise werP. 
bent on yet another exercise in rewriting history. The return of the Jews di.d, 
however, make the desert flower, a desert which successive Arab and Ottoman rulers 
had created out of neglect and disinterest. In fact, Jewish economic, agricultural 
and medical activity and the miraculous transformation of the environment that 
followed attracted Arab migrants, who settled in the area between the two World 
Wars. Zionism had never been racist in nature, and there were many Jews of mar:y 
ethnic backgrounds who would testify to that fact. Zionism was the national 
liberation movement of the Jewish people to terminate the shameful period <:lf tacial 
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discrimination against themselves. Moreover, it was zionism that had created the 
only true democracy in the Middle East, the only one that guaranteed and practised 
full equality before the law of all its citizens, irrespective of race, creed, sex 
or language. It was the philosophy that reserved the Middle East for the exclusive 
use of Arabs and totally rejected any sovereignty for the Jewish people that 
constituted the true racism. It was a philosophy that had tried to stifle Israel 
from its inception and persisted in its unsuccessful attempts to delegitimize and 
asphyxiate it. 

86. He questioned the moral bona fides of those who called zionism racist, a group 
which included those who consigned to silence the 70,000 Jewish victims of Babi Yar 
and maintained a "numerus clausus" directed against Jews in their universities, 
those who permitted and encouraged the most contemptible forms of antisemitic 
propaganda in their official publications, those who denied the basic human rights 
of the Assyrians, the Turks, the Shi'ites and the Kurds and murdered their 
political opponents in Iraq, those who launched aggressive wars against their 
neighbours, created massive population dislocations and spared no effort to obtain 
instruments of mass destruction, those who instituted the rule of a narrow 
religious minority through secret police methods and political assassinations in 
Syria, and those who dictated economic submission to industrialized States and 
denied assistance to the poorer nations of the world, while maintaining hundreds of 
billions of interest bearing dollars in banks abroad. He could not see the 
justification for the arrogance of those who talked of racism when vast tracts of 
Arab territory were out of bounds to members of the Jewish race, and of those who 
had only recently consented to proscribed slavery in lands where women were still 
demeaned by total, uncompromising subservience. Those were the ~rue manifestations 
of racism, the denial of self-determination and narrow-minded bigotry, which were 
left to grow unchecked in a world too inclined to live by the rules of political 
expediency to voice objections of principle. 

87. His country had paid too dearly for its independence and would not listen with 
equanimity to the indiscriminate vilification of the ideal that returned Jews to 
Zion. He recalled that, as soon as Israel became independent, it had endeavoured 
to work out a Jewish-Arab covenant within the framework of the United Nations. The 
total rejection of that policy was a matter of historic record and many wars had 
been forced on Israel by the negative spirit of the Arab rulers in the time that 
had passed. Israel had, however, on numerous occasions called on the leaders of 
the Arab States to negotiate peace and live with Israel in good neighbourliness. 
He expressed the hope that the torch of peace which the late ·President Sadat had 
lit with Israel on his visit to Jerusalem in November 1977 would not be 
extinguished by his death. 

88. The Book of Leviticus said that the unfounded hatred and violence which 
destroyed the very fabric of society must be avoided. It was in that spirit of 
optimism and conciliation that his delegation called on the members of the 
Committee to forego sterile invective and devote themselves to the important tasks 
that lay ahead. 
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ORGANIZATION OF WORK OF TilE OPEN-ENDED ~'ORt<ING GROUP ON THE DRAFTING OF AN 
I N'I'ERN'l\TIONAL CONVF!N'T'ION ON 'J'RF. PROTECTION OF 1\LL r.tiGRANT ~ORICERS MD THEIR FAMILIES 

89. The CHAIRMAN recalled that, followi ng informal consultations hclrl on the 
organization o f work of t he Commi ttee's two working Groups, the Coe.ittee had 
agreed that the Work i ng Group on Migrant Workers should be 9iven approximately 
twice .:~s !T'.any meetings as that on the rights of non-citizens, the number of 
me 2tings involved being approximately 15 and 7 respectively. At informal 
consul tations held on 6 october 1981 to consider the organizaiton of work oC the 
Working Group on the Rights of Migrant Workers an understanding had been reached 
that some 12 meetings should be concentrated in the period 19 OCtober to 
ll ·~ovember· l 98l. ne recalled that the Bureau had desiqned the COIMilittee's 
programme of work with that in mind. The Department of Conference Services had 
given an assurance that they would make every effort to meet the requirements of 
the Committee, which \,oas re<:09nized to have the heaviest workload of ull the 
General Assembly Committees. The meetings had heen concentrated in order to allow 
representatives to travel .from their respective capitals. As that was an expensive 
business, it was essential to try to use the time in the best possible way. He 
therefore appealed t o all members of the Working Group and the Committee to 
co-operate. 

~0. If he heard no objection, he would take it that the COIIIIIittee approvecl the 
concentr~tion of approximately 12 meetings of the WOrking Group on the Drafting of 
an International Convention on the Protection of the Rights of all Migrant ~rkers 
and Their Families in the period 19 October to 6 November 1981. 

91. It was so decided. 

92. The CHAIRMAN said that the first meeting of the working Group would be held 
early the following week. 

The meeting rose at 1.05 P·•· 




