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Some Viewpoints on the Cessation of the Nuclesr
Arms Race and Nuclesr Disarmament

China has always atteched greest importence to the question of the cessation of
the nuclear erms race and nuclesr disarmsment, because it has a direct bearing on the
vital issue of eliminating the dsnger of nuclesr wer and mainteining international
peace and security.

The people of all countries of the world entertain great spprehension and serious
concern over the present situstion with regord to world nuclear armoments. Having
engrged in testing, development and production over o long period of time, the two
Superpowers have in their possession the largest nuclesr nsrsensls in the world, posing
threats to internstionel peace and the security of 21l countrics. They are the only
countries which have the capability to wage a nuclesr wer. '

Moreover, in their contention for military superiority, the two Superpowers are
now storting a new round in the nuclear arms race centred on quelitative improvement,
which hes given couse for added apprehension. Having atteined numerical superiority
in strategic weapons, that lote-coming Superpower is now working feverishly to improve
the quality of its nuclear wespons, with particuler emphasis being given to the
strengthening of its counterforce capabilities so g to achieve across-the-board
nuclear superiority. Meanwhile, the other Superpower has also accelersted its pace
of nuclear expansion and intensified its efforts to develop new types of strategic
weapons The fierce race between the two Superpowers for nuclear superiority
constltuteo the key factor which accounts for the lack of subgtantive progross in
disarmement.

Motivated by thneir desire for the removal of the denger of nuclear war, many
smell and medium-sized countriegs have put forward & series of ressonable views and
proposals. They call for the prohibition of the use of nuclear weapons, cessation of
the qualitative improvement and development of nuclear weaspon systems and cessation of
the production of oll types of nuclear weepons end their meons of delivery, end the
drastic reduction of stockpiles of nuclecar weapons lesding to their ultimate and
complete elimination et the carlicst possible date. They heve called upon the two
Superpowers to implement in earncst the provisions of the Finel Document of the first
specinl session of the General Assembly devoted to disermement, which affirm the
special responsibility in the task of achieving nuclesr disarmoment to be essumed by
countries with the most important nuclerr rrasenals. They hove also proposed that
rpproprinrte and relinble verificetion measures be provided for verious stages and
nspeets of the nuclecar disarmament process, so as to ensure the implementation of the
nareements reached, The Chinesc delegation considers thet these views and proposnls
deserve our serious attention rnd close study.

Chinn has consistently stood cgainst nucleor war nnd agrinst the nucleer erms roce
»nd heg advocnted the comprehensive vprohibition snd totnl destructicn of nuclerr
weaApons. The Chincse delegetion is reody to work with cther delegotions in the
Committee on Dismrmmment in our common scerch for practiceal me~sures to helt the nuclear
arms rece ond to ~ttein nuclerr dissrmoment. In our view, when exploring in » concrete
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manner how to attein our common gonl, we should identify ~pproaches cffective for the
resolution of disrrmrment problems based on the solient festures of world brlance, or
r~ther the world imbalnnce in metters of ermements. As w-s mentioned earlier, the
two Supcrpowers at present hove the lsrgest nuclerr oarscnnls. idded together, their
nuclerr worhesds rre for more nunerous then those of the rest of the nuclear countries.
The overwhelming mejority of countrics in the world have no nuclceer werpons. Under
such circumstonces, it is impossiblc to trlk ~bout cqusl security ~mong the countries
of the world. Conscqguently, in order to remove the very real thrents to world peace
end to rssure 211 the countries of equel sccurity, it-is necessary for the countries
with the lergest nuclenr srsennls to trke ~ctions in ndveonce of other countries by
halting the nucle=r ~rms race, cersing the testing, production ~nd development of ~11
types of nuclenr weapons and dresticelly reducing their stockpiles of nuclear weapons.
To take such steps is their unshirkable responsibility.  Herce also lies the litmus
test os to whether they ere willing to reduce the denger of nuclenar wer by teking
concretce actions, It goes without srying th~t on the guestion of nuclesr disarmement,
the other nuclerr-verpon countries nust beer their shere of the responsibility. Lt »
certain stage of the nuclerr dichrmrment process, they should ~lso tske actions. But
in our vicw, it is neithor practicrnl nor f-ir to mrke the some damonds on the other
nuclenr-wenpnn countries as on the two Superpovers. This con only help the latter
countrics mnrint~in ond cven increrse their immense militery superiority and hegemonic
thrents,
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The cessrtion of the rnuclerr nrms roce »nd nuclerr disrrmrment is a brood ond
complex issuc which involves many specific questions requiring study end effective
actions, We will join the other delegnaiions in on cxplorntion of this complex issue.
In view of the cxisting diffcrence of views on this icsue, the Chinese delegetion is in
favour of the propossl mnde by the group of non-asligned nnd ncutrel countries ot this
sccsion of the Committec thnt an ad hoc working group on nuclerr disarmmment be
¢st~blished to discuss the vorious strees of nuclear dissrmrment ~s envisaged in
par~gr-ph 50 of the Final Dozunient of the first speciel scssion of the Genersl Lssembly
devoted to disrrm~ment ~nd other relrted issuces. It reurins the sincere hope of this
delepntion thet progress conducive to nuclear discrmrment con be mrde through serious
discugsions 2nd ncgotiations.





