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Recommendations of the General Committee

1. The General Committee recommends that the present
text of the draft convention contained in A/CONF.62/
WP.10/Rev.3 and Corr.l and 3 be revised at the end of this
session. In accordance with A/CONF.62/62,7 the revision will
incorporate the recommendations of the Drafting Committee
approved by the Informal Plenary and the decisions taken by
the informal plenary Conference on the sites of the Inter-
national Sea-Bed Authority and the International Law of the
Sea Tribunal. In addition, the revision will take into account
the results of the consultations and negotiations conducted
during this session and which, when presented to the plenary
Conference, satisfy the criteria in A/CONF.62/62.

2. The General Committee recognizes that the revised text
should now have a higher status than the present text. There-
fore, the General Committee proposes to delete the words
"informal text" and the revised draft convention will bear the
symbol A/CONF.62/L.78. The implication of the General
Committee's proposal is that the revised draft convention
would no longer be an informal text. It will be the official draft
convention on the Law of the Sea of the Conference subject,
however, to the following three conditions: Firstly, the door
would be kept open for the continuation of consultations and
negotiations on certain outstanding issues. The results of these
consultations and negotiations, if they satisfy the criteria in
A/CONF.62/62, will be incorporated in the draft convention
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7 See Official Records of the Third United Nations Conference
on the Law of the Sea, vol. X (United Nations publication, Sales
No. E.79.V.4).

by the Collegium without the need for formal amendments.
Secondly, the Drafting Committee will complete its work and
its further recommendations, approved by the informal ple-
nary Conference, will be incorporated in the text. Thirdly, in
view of the fact that the process of consultations and negotia-
tions on certain outstanding issues will continue, the time has,
therefore, not arrived for the application of rule 33 of the rules
of procedure of the Conference. At this stage, delegations will
not be permitted to submit amendments. Formal amendments
may only be submitted after the termination of all negotiations.

3. The General Committee recommends that the Drafting
Committee hold a final intersessional meeting to complete its
work. The meeting will be from 18 January to 26 February
1982, a period of six weeks, in New York.

4. The General Committee also recommends that the Con-
ference hold its final decision-making session for the adop-
tion of the Convention, from 8 March to 30 April 1982, a
period of eight weeks, in New York. The General Committee
recommends that the Conference request the Secretary-
General of the United Nations to consult the Government of
Venezuela in order to arrange for the signature of the final act
and the opening of the convention for signature in Caracas in
early September 1982.

5. The General Committee took note of the Collegium's
intention to submit to the Conference, before the end of this
session, a proposed programme for the completion of the
work of the Conference at its next and final session.
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