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20. Mr. SINGH (India) observed that the problem of the effects of atomic radiation 
had rightly been a subject of profound and continuing concern to the United Nations. 
In the interest of the very survival of life, it was import~nt to est~ate the doses 
of radiation that were being introduced into the atmosphere by a variety of sources 
so that the necessary corrective measures could be taken to protect man and his 
environment. His Government therefore attached great importance to the work of the 
Scientific Committee, of which it had been a member since its inception. 

21. The international community had entered the nuclear age but was not yet able to 
control or regulate the effects of atomic radiation on a global basis. Radiation 
was still being introduced into the atmosphere through the testing of nuclear 
weapons and his delegation hoped that all countries would desist from such testing. 
Lastly, he was happy to announce that his delegation had decided to co-sponsor the 
draft resolution contained in document A/SPC/36/L.@. 

22. Mr. DOLEZEL (Czechoslovakia) observed that the Scientific Committee had proved 
irreplaceable in compiling and processing information on the level of atomic 
radiation in the world, the sources of such radiation and its impact on human life 
and health, environmental protection and the maintenance of international peace and 
security. His delegation welcomed the high scientific level of the Committee's work, 
the consistency wfth which it processed the information available to it and its 
sound conclusions.. Czechoslovakia had been a member of the Committee since its 
inception and would continue to support and contribute to its work. 

23. The data collected and published by the Scientific Committee showed graphically 
that the complex problems associated with the danger of atomic radiation and its 
sources could be resolved by means of treaties. The Partial Test-Ban Treaty signed 
in Moscow in 1963 had led to a sharp and sustained reduction in radio-active fall
out at the global level. There were still States, however, including nuclear-weapon 
States, which had not acceded to the Treaty. The Committee's well-known conclusions 
on that issue fully justified the demand that all States should accede to that Treaty 
as soon as possible and also the demand of world public opinion, as reflected in a 
number of constructive proposals put forward by the Soviet Union and other socialist 
countries, for the conclusion of a comprehensive test-ban treaty. Such a treaty 
would substantially reduce the risk of a world nuclear catastrophe and would also be 

·&·,reliable barrier which protected the environment from harmful radio-active fall
out. His.delegation also fully supported other proposals to that end, including the 
Soviet .Proposal for the conclusion of an international treaty banning radiological 
weapons and the proposal on the preservation of nature for present and future 
generations. 

24. His delegation therefore associated itself with the universal condemnation of 
the· United 'States decision to manufacture the neutron bomb. At a time when, after 
thirty~fiv~ years, the shocking data on the effects on man of exposure to atomic 
radiation, including so-called clean neutron radiation, as a result of the dropping 
.of atom bombs on Hiroshima and Nagasaki, had still not been fully analysed, the 
United States Government was threatening the life and health of millions of people 
and lowering the so-called nuclear threshold. His delegation greatly valued the 
approach to that problem adopted by the Scientific Committee and the high degree of 
scientific seriousness with which it had tried to solve it. 
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25. His delegation hoped that in the future the Scientific Committee would be able 
to devote itself fully to solving questions relating to the peaceful uses of nuclear 
energy and that continuation of the policy of international detente and progress in 
the field of disarmament would enable the Committee to use its full scientific 
potential to thos~ ends. 

26. His delegation fully supported the draft resolution contained in document 
A/SPC/36/L.2 and hoped that it would be adopted by consensus. 

27. Mr. KAZAKOV (Union of Soviet Socialist Republics) observed that the Scientific 
Committee had done considerable preliminary work towards preparing its comprehensive 
report for submission· to the General Assembly at its thirty-seventh session and that 
it had rightly concentrated on the detailed study of the harmful effects of atomic 
radiation on man and the environment. He was sure that the Committee's 
recommendations would be widely used for the effective protection of man and the 
environment on a global basis. 

28. His delegation wished to reiterate that the most serious threat was that posed 
by the effects of atomic radiation resulting from nuclear explosions, especially in 
the atmosphere. That was clearly a matter of great concern to the peoples of the 
world for such tests seriously undermined human, animal and plant health on earth. 

29. The Soviet Union's efforts to end the testing of nuclear weapons and to curb 
the arms race were well known. It had proposed the inclusion in the agenda of the 
current sessign the urgent question of preventing a nuclear catastrophe. That 
proposal off{red the best response to the need to condemn the first-strike use of 
nuclear weapons as a heinous crime against mankind, and any doctrines which 
sanctioned such use as incompatible with the laws of morality and the ideals of the 
United Nations. -In particular, he wished to stress the provisions of the draft 
declar~tion relating to the duty of the leaders of nuclear-weapon States to work to 
eliminate the danger of a nuclear conflict. The adoption of such a declaration 
would meet.~he aspirations of the peoples of the world to avert the threat of nuclear 
war and strengthen the security of all countries, especially non-nuclear-weapon 
States~'\.;;In his statement to the plenary on 22 September the Soviet Foreign Minister, 
Mr. Gromyko, had explained that and a number of other important Soviet proposals, the 
implementation of which would be a serious obstacle to the further proliferation of 
nuclear weapons and substantially reduce the threat of their possible use and the 
related risk of radio-active contamination of the earth. 

30. His delegation viewed positively the Scientific Committee's ongoing efforts to 
study the harmful effects of atomic radiation. It also welcomed the broad co-operation 
between the Committee and UNEP, the results of which were of great practical 
importance for protecting human health and the environment on a global basis. Finally, 
his delegation hoped that the draft resolution contained in document A/SPC/36/L.2 
would meet with full support. 

The meeting rose at 4.35 p.m. 
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deleterious effects on the people and .the environment of the region; urged France 
immediately to cease its nuclear testing programme and to provide full details of 
the effects of its past testing activities on the people of the Pacific and the 
environment' and urged the United States and Japan to store or dump their nuclear 
waste in their own territories rather than in the Pacific. That resolution had been 
strongly supported by the Heads of Government of the 41 Commonwealth countries at a 
meeting in Australia several weeks earlier. 

13. There nad been persistent reports that the underground testing programme 
carriea out ·at Mururoa naa·weakeried the atoll in such a way as to release radio
active materials into the surrounding air and water. If the testing procedures at 
Mururoa could be shown not to be dangerous, that knowledge would help to allay the 
fears of the people in New Zealand and other South Pacific 'countries about the 
possible leakage of radio-active materials. He recalled that the previous year the 
representative of France had given assurances that France would provide all 
necessary information on the nuclear testing experiments which it had carried out 
and on the consequences of those experiments. Since that information had still not 
been fc;>.rthcoming, the New Zealand Government had renewed its request to the French 
Government for that information earlier that month. He expressed the hope that the 
information would soon be available so as to ensure that the future deliberations of 
the Scientific Committee would be founded on the latest scientific and technical 
knowledge. 

14L N~ •. STEPHANOU (Greece) s~ressed the importance of taking proper measures against 
the gffects of atomic radiation emanating from all sources and urged the Scientific 
Committee to continue its valuable work with the same scientific authority and·J 
independence of judgement as it had displayed in the past. He expressed satisfaction 
at the support provided by the International Atomic Energy Agency for the work of the 
Scientific Committee. His delegation fully supported draft resolution A/SPEC/36/SL.2. 

15. He expressed deep concern over the harmful effects of atomic radiation on human 
populations and the natural environment. Greece was sparing no effort to prevent 
and limit the exposure of th~ popul~tion to ionizing radiation. In that regard, the 
data provided by the Scientific Committee was very informative and helpful. His 
Government was also interested in the stochastic and non-stochastic effects of 
radiation. It was hoped that the Committee would undertake work in that regard 
concerning the dose effect relationship at low-dose rates and the population 
exposure from natural radiation sources and radioisotopes of global importance 
arising from the nuclear fuel cycle. Mankind should take advantage of the peaceful 
uses of atomic energy without endangering people or the environment. Uniform 
international safety criteria for all radiation sources and radiation-producing 
machines should be established. The Revised Basic Safety Standards for Radiation 
Protection to be completed by IAEA by the end of the year would be a major 
contribution to the establishment of uniform safety rules. His Government was 
prepared to participate in any activities undertaken by the Scientific Committee for 
the purpose of minimizing the harmful effects of radiation. He expressed 
satisfaction at the continuing and growing co-operation between the scientific 
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community and UNEP. The effects of atomic radiation on ecosystems should be 
investigated through the Environment Impact Assessment process. The work of IAEA on 
occupational exposure to radiation in nuclear fuel cycle facilities should not be 
limited to the nuclear plants, but should be extended to mining, waste disposal and 
other activities. Lastly 9 he urged all Member States to collaborate closely with 
the Scientific Committee. 

16. Mr. FIDER (Phillippines) observed that, in~ world where the. acquisition and 
deployment of nuclear weapons had become almost fasbionable, the international 
community had yet to control and regulate on a global basis ~fne if(;fetitfaTly harmful 
effects of atomic radiation. Since its establishment in 1955, the Scientific 
Committee on the Effects of Atomic Radiation had been doing remarkable work in 
compiling and analysing data on.ways of preventing the diverse effects of radiation 
on man and his environment. In so doing, it had widened the_scope of available 
knowledge and increased understanding of the risks and effects of atomic radiation 
from a variety of sources. Its work assumed added significance in view of the 
continuing arms race and rapid advances in nuclear weapon technology. 

17. The discussions at the Scientific Committee's latest session held in Vienna in 
July 1981, had underscored the ure:en.t need for further studies of the various 
sources of atomic radia~ion with a view to preventing their adverse effects on 
mankind. l'hat coui'd only be achieved, however, on the basis of relevant information 
from United Nat tons Member States. the speciali~ecl agenc·i~s.. rAEA and non
go\fernmental organi.z:ations. In that connection, his df>>l'-~ga,t'"i"on also welcomed the 
growing co-op~ration between the Scientific Committee and UNEP. 

18. Mrs. NOWOTNY (Austria) observed that the world's population was increasingly 
exposed to atomic radiation from various sources., an alarming phenomenon that had 
considerable political, soclal and ec-orromic impl.tc·a·tjons. In addition to radiation 
from natu~a! sources. States were exposed to radiation from continuing nuclear tests, 
and scientific and technological progress had opened up a wide range of peaceful uses 
of nuclear energy and nuclear radiation. The use of nuclear power p1ants and the 
disposal of nuclear wastes continued to be central issues in an ongoing public debate 
and had led to the formation of increasingly influential lnterest groups. In that 
connexion, her delegation welcomed the undertaking by IAEA, the International Labour 
Organization (ILO), the World Health Organization (WHO) and the Nuclear Energy Agency 
of the Organization for Economic Co-operation and DeveloP,ment (OECD) jointly to 
provide standards for radiation protection on a world-wide basis. There was thus a 
growing awareness that any amount of atomic radiation, however small, could 
cumulatively post a threat to the genetic constitution of mankind. 

19. That tremendous problem demanded the most careful and responsible scientific 
investigation and her delegation therefore appreciated highly the work being done by 
the international organizations and by independent expert groups such as the 
Scientific Committee on the Effects of Atomic Radiation. It was grateful to that 
Committee and all the scientists who assisted it in its work, and also welcomed the 
growing co-operation between that Committee and UNEP and IAEA, which demonstrated 
the important role that the United Nations bad to play as a focal point for the 
investigation of problems aff~cting the world as a whole. 

/ ... 
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The meeting was called to order at 3.30 p.m. 

TRIBUTE TO THE MEMORY OF MR. ANWAR EL SADAT 

1. The CHAIRMAN. speaking on behalf of the Committee, expressed condolences to the 
Government of Egypt for the tragic death of President Anwar El Sadat. 

2. On the proposal of the Chairman, the members of the Committee observed a minute 
of silence in tribute to the memory of Mr. Anwar El Sadat, President of the Arab 
Republic of Egypt. 

ELECTION OF A VICE-CHAIRMAN 

3. Mr. SALAMI (Togo) nominated Mr. Sherifis (Cyprus) for the office of Vice
Chairman. 

4. In the absence of further nominations and in accordance with rule 103 of the 
rules of procedure, the CHAIRMAN said he would take it that the Committee wished to 
elect Mr. Sherifis (Cyprus) Vice-Chairman by acclamation. 

5. It was so decided. 

6. Mrs. KOZAKOU-MARCOULLIS (Cyprus), speaking on behalf of Mr. Sherifis, thanked 
the Committee for having elected him a Vice-Chairman. 

AGENDA ITEM 59: EFFECTS OF ATOMIC RADIATION: REPORT OF THE UNITED NATIONS 
SCIENTIFIC COMMITTEE ON THE EFFECTS OF ATOMIC RADIATION (A/36/439, A/SPC/36/L.2) 

7. Mr. NOWAK (Poland) said that his delegation was following with particular in
terest the work of the Scientific Committee on the physical subjects related to the 
assessment of radiation doses to human populations. The effects of radiat~9D\\re
leased by nuclear explosions were of particular concern to his country, espe~ially 
in;·~iew of the recent decision on neutron bomb production .. Progress in inte'rna
tional co-operation on all aspects of atomic radiation could not be achieved without 
measures for t:h~ ·) .. :4Pj.tation and cessation of the arms race. His country would spare 
no efforts in ~hat regard. He expressed satisfaction that.tbe Scientific Committee 
had received a::n. ab_gp._dan,t;.:.;;;t~ount of Jllaterial from States MemBers .o~ :sth,e United 
Nationf:i, the Irq;,~~~jona'.l.· ·Atomi_c Energy. Agency (IAEl\), ·.?P.d.;:_.the _IJ.ni~eJ,!lt.N.~tions 
E~~~;t;pnment Prqg_~~;:'!~!Re ~~UNEP). E.oland hoped .that s\;1,7h f~~.i~f.]l:t,~~:-:op_~~at·i.on wou:d be 
ex.panded.~.:;;;~.His :delegatJ.,on was looking forwax:d.;.t_o.,:.•.the conwletio:n::i'of the substant1.ve 
rep.ort of-2'.:6he Sc:t.entif-ic Committee to be submitt'ed to the General Assembly at its 
next session. The report and its scientific annexes would provide a solid basis for 
future work and decisions regarding the item under discussion. 

8. On behalf of the delegations of Argentina, Austria, Belgium, Czechoslovakia, 
Egypt, the Federal Republic of Germany. France, Japan, New Zealand, Peru, Poland, 
Sweden, the Union of Soviet Socialist Republics and the United States of America, 
he introduced the draft resolution on the effects of atomic radiation contained in 
document A/SPC/36/L.2. He outlined the provisions of the draft resolution, which 

I . . r;. 
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generally repeated the ideas expressed in the resolution on the same subject adopted 
the previous year. The sponsors felt that the Scientific Committee's renewed reQuest. 
that Member States and the United Nations agencies and non-governmental organizattona 
concerned should provide fur.ther relevant data was necessary and important. Lastly, 
he expressed the hope that the draft resolution would be adopted by consensus! 

9. The CHAIRMAN announced t nat Australia, F1 n I and. G:r eece, lndones ia and the 
NetheYlands had joined the sponsors of dxaft resolution A/SPC/36/L.2. 

10. Mr. HARASHD1A (Japan) said that his delegation attached great importance to the 
activities of the Scientific Committee and appreciated the faC't that tne Committee 
was con~inuing its activit~es on t~e basis of solid scientific data. He welcomed 
the co-operation between the Scientific Committee and the United Nations Environmen~ 
Programme and felt that it should be expanded in the future. [is deLegation hoped 
that the States Members of the United Nations, the specialized agencies. the Inter
national Atomic Energy Agency and non-governmental organizations would continue to 
provide the Committee with relevant information. As a sponsor of draft resolution 
A/SPC/C.6/L.2, his country looked forward to the forthcoming substantive report with 
scientific annexes to be submitted to the General Assembly at is next session. 

11. Mr. LICHENSTEIN (United States of America) said that his Government attached 
great importance to the work of the Scientific Committee and continued to seek to 
ensure the transmission of all relevant data from his country to the Committeeo He 
urged all other Member States to act in the same way since the work of the Committee 
depended on genuine and universal support. His delegation commended the seriousness, 
professionalism and objectivity shown by the Scientific Committee in fulfilling its 
mandate and looked forward to its forthcoming substantive reporto He expressed the 
hope that the International Atomic Energy Agency and the United Nations Environment 
Programme would continue to co-operate fully with the Scientific Committee in the 
completion of the report. He expressed satisfaction at the Scientific Committee's 
response to a special request made by UNEP that it should review a document on the 
environmental behaviour and the dosimetry of selected radionuclides. Lastly, he 
said his delegation hoped that draft resolution A/SPC/36/Lo2, of which it was a 
sponsor, would be adopted by consensus. 

12. Mr. WARD (New Zealand) reaffirmed his Government's continuing support for the 
work of the Scientific Committee. His delegation looked forward to the submission 
of the Committee's comprehensive report to the General Assembly at its next session 
and he expressed satisfaction at the level of co-operation achieved between the 
Scientific Committee and the United Nations Environment Programme. The risk of 
radio-active contamination resulting from the testing of nuclear weapons remained a 
matter of strong public concern in New Zealand and other nations in the South 
Pacific. The underground testing of nuclear devices was continuing and there were 
still plans for the dumping or stor·age of waste radio-active materials. In that 
regard, he drew the attention of the Special Political Committee to the resolution 
dealing with those matters adopted by the Heads of Government of the South Pacific 
at the Forum Meeting held in Vanuatu on 10 and 11 August 1981. The South Pacific 
Forum leaders reaffirmed their strong condemnation of the testing of nuclear weapons 
and dumping or storage of nuclear wastes in the Pacific by any Government as having 




