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I NTRCDUCT! ON

1. The Joint United Nations Information Committee (JUNIC) held its twenty-
third session at the ILO International Training Centre at Turin, Italy, from

1 to 3 July 1997. The agenda for the session, which was adopted at the opening
neeting, is contained in annex | to the present report. In the preparation for
the session, the JUNIC secretariat collected, processed and dissem nated in
advance the necessary docunmentation, a list of which is provided in annex ||
The list of participants is contained in annex I11.

2. The session was opened by the Chairman of JUNIC, the Assistant Secretary-
General for Public Information in the Department of Public Information of the
United Nations Secretariat. The participants were welconed by the Director of
Training and Director of the United Nations Staff College on behalf of the host
organi zati on.

. MATTERS BROUGHT TO THE ATTENTI ON OF THE ADM NI STRATI VE
COW TTEE ON COORDI NATI ON

3. The attention of the Adm nistrative Conmttee on Coordination (ACC is
drawn in particular to the follow ng:

(a) The discussion of the ways and neans of pronoting better public
understandi ng of the role and achi evenments of the United Nations (paras. 4-7);

(b) The action taken regarding the Non-Governnental Liaison Service (NGAS)
(paras. 8-12);

(c) The discussion on the JUNIC Information Exchange Bulletin (para. 13);

(d) The discussion on a systemw de publication on devel opment issues
(paras. 14 and 15);

(e) The discussion regarding the participation in the Lisbon Exposition
1998 (paras. 16 and 17);

(f) The discussion regarding the participation in the 2000 Exposition
Hannover (paras. 18-21);

(g) The discussion regarding the revision of the 1992 ACC Guidelines for
participation by the United Nations systemin international expositions and the
1994 addendum thereto (para. 22);

(h) The reconmendation on the chai rmanship of JUNIC for 1998-1999
(para. 31);

(i) The decision on the dates and venue for the twenty-fourth session of
JUNI C (para. 32).
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I1. DISCUSSI ONS HELD BY JUNI C
A. Discussion of the ways and neans of pronpting better
public understanding of the role and achi evenents of
the United Nations
4. In his introductory statement, the Chairnman of JUNIC stressed the need to

pronmote an informati on and conmuni cation culture in all organizations of the
United Nations systemto reinforce the efforts of their information
professionals in projecting a positive and united i mrage of the system He noted
that, due to lack of such a culture, information was viewed by many as an

adm ni strative service and, as such, was often the first to be subject to cuts.
Several menbers of JUNIC indicated the need for a concerted systemw de approach
to public information activities with respect to United Nations reform which
shoul d be presented as a process of strengthening efficient managenent practices
and making the United Nations systemcontinually relevant to the changi ng needs
of its constituencies, rather than a process of cost-cutting and benchmarks, as
viewed by sonme. Menbers agreed on the need for the United Nations systemto
comunicate its achievenents and its relevance through a unified nessage based
on the different perspectives of nenber organizations, using nodern technol ogy
and expertise. The representative of the Wrld Bank indicated a possibility of
organi zing a training course for interested menbers of JUNIC in nodern

comuni cations, including political canpaigning and narketing, as a neans of
better defining joint nessages and strengtheni ng cooperation and team worKk.
Menbers of JUNIC stressed the need for the information professionals wthin
their organi zations to not only nmake thensel ves relevant to their coll eagues but
also to train the staff at large to see thensel ves as advocates pronoting the
obj ectives of their organizations to the world. |In that context, JUN C agreed
to bring to the attention of ACC at its autumm 1997 session the need to

strengt hen internal communications and devel op the commnications culture in all
organi zati ons of the system

5. Whi | e recogni zing that the current inpact of the Internet was |argely
l[imted to certain devel oped countries, JUN C al so considered the increasing

i nportance of the Internet as the fourth medium for the dissem nation of
information. It was stressed that, although JUNIC had al ready devel oped the
capacity to nmonitor technical aspects of comunications through the Internet,
through its Techni cal Advisory Group on the use of conputer technology in the
field of public information, it needed to | ook into devel opnent of basic

gui delines that would set minimum standards with respect to the content of

i nformation posted on the "home pages" of nenber organizations to ensure the
consi stency of nessages conveyed and avoid fragnentation within the system
Several menbers of JUNIC, including ILO and WHO, agreed to circulate their
existing Internet guidelines. The Departnent of Public Information indicated
that the Secretariat Wrking Goup on Internet matters, dealing with both

techni cal and content matters, had began work in New York, with the
participation of UNDP and UNFPA. JUNI C decided to convene, before the end of
Sept enber, an open-ended group to prepare the text of systemw de guidelines for
the posting of information on the Internet, for consideration by ACC at its
autumm 1997 session. The Department of Public Information, UNEP, UNCHS, FAQ
UNESCO and WHO i ndi cated interest in taking part in the work of the group, to be
coordi nated by WHO
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6. Several menbers of JUNIC also reiterated the inportance of United Nations
information centres worldw de as outlets for the dissem nation of information on
all organizations of the system |In that regard, the Departnent of Public
Information rem nded all nenbers of the need to ensure tinely notification to
the informati on centres worl dwi de, through the Information Centres Service of
the Departnent of Public Information in New York, of upcoming visits by senior

officials, inportant announcenents and ot her events under preparation, well in
advance of such events, in order to facilitate any information or |ogistica
services requested fromthe centres. In addition, JUNIC was remni nded of the

need to provide limted resources to the information centres in order to
continue to receive press clippings of local press coverage of their

organi zations. Several organizations, including UNDP and UNDCP, praised the
assi stance rendered by the United Nations information centres in the | aunch of

i nportant reports issued by their organizations. Several menbers of JUN C noted
that their organizations were often under pressure to use external public
relations consultants for such occasions, sonetines at no cost initially,

al though their own information departnents or information centres in the field
coul d provide the same or better service at little or no cost. The Departnent
of Public Information invited the menbers of JUNIC to cooperate nore closely on
pronotional activities related to |aunches of inportant reports, both at
Headquarters and in the field. JUNC decided to establish a mechani sm wher eby,
before the end of each year, nmenbers woul d agree on the cal ender of press

| aunches of inportant reports scheduled for the year ahead in order to ensure
their better preparation and coordi nation

7. JUNI C al so held an initial discussion of the issues arising fromthe

rel ati ons of menber organi zations with the business community, particularly in
the field of public information. Several nenbers shared their experiences in
that regard and pointed to the advantages and drawbacks of such an approach. It
was noted that the business community could be approached both as a source of
funding and as a partner, but that certain benchmarks and standards needed to be
followed in order not to violate United Nations regul ations. Several nenbers
agreed on the need to continue the discussion of the i ssue and possibly organi ze
in the forseeable future a semnar on it with the participation of experts.

B. Review of ongoing JUNI C projects

1. Non-CGovernnental Liaison Service

8. JUNI C had before it a report prepared by NGS (JUNI C/1997/2). The
representative of UNCHS, in her capacity as Rapporteur of the NGS Programe and
Coordi nati on Meeting that had taken place prior to the opening of the JUNIC
session, said that 12 nenbers of JUNIC had been represented at the Meeting,

whi ch had endorsed the work and financial report of NGS for 1996. She recalled
that in accordance with the decision reached in 1996, the 1997 progranmme of work
and budget of NGS had been approved through correspondence, while the 1998
programe and budget had been extensively discussed at the Programe and

Coordi nation Meeting. 1In that context, several suggestions had been rmade with
regard to priority themes for information outreach, including oceans, water

hi gher education, desertification and the recapitulation of the comm tnments made
at the recently concluded cycle of United Nations gl obal conferences on issues

l...
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of econom ¢ and soci al developnent. It had been agreed that NGS pursue with
the Department of Public Information and UNESCO anong ot hers, ways and neans of
upl oading its publications on the Internet.

9. The Programme and Coordi nati on Meeting had al so consi dered the proposa

nmade by the Consultative Commttee on Programme and Operational Questions
(CCPOQ that NGS, in cooperation with the CCPOQ secretariat and other
interested United Nations entities, convene inter-agency consultations on
cooperation with non-governnental organizations. Those neetings would provide
an opportunity for exchange of information on different dinmensions of the
cooperation of the United Nations systemw th non-governnental organizations.
The neetings woul d have a strong public information conponent, including also
strategi c, substantive and policy-related information. Convening of such
neetings woul d not confer upon NGS any operational role or responsibilities and
since participation would be self-financing, the resource cost to NGS woul d be
limted to a small anpunt of staff time only. The Progranme and Coordi nation
Meeting had al so endorsed the proposal that in the first half of 1998 NGS
convene a followup nmeeting to the workshop it had organized in April 1997 on
"Working with the civil society: issues and challenges". The Programe and
Coordi nati on Meeting had al so endorsed the proposal that NGS undertake to
produce a gl ossary of the databases on non-governnental organizations across the
United Nations system should extrabudgetary resources becone avail able to cover
the cost of this project.

10. Wth regard to the strategic review of NGS scheduled to be held in 1996,

t he Programme and Coordi nati on Meeting had endorsed the proposal that the review
be undertaken during the second half of 1997 and had authorized the expenditure
of up to US$ 50,000 fromthe NGS reserve fund to cover the cost of an

i ndependent expert to conduct the review and associ ated costs. Representatives
of UNCHS and FAO suggested that NG.S could look into the possibility of the
provision of a qualified expert and/or funding of the exercise froma bilatera
donor agency. The Progranmme and Coordi nati on Meeting had al so endorsed the
following mssion statement of NGS: "The Non-Governnental Liaison Service
pronotes dynam c partnershi ps between the United Nations and non-government a
organi zations. By providing information, advice, expertise and support
services, NGS is part of the United Nations efforts to strengthen dial ogue and
wi n public support for econonmic and soci al devel opnment".

11. Menbers of JUNI C expressed the appreciation of their organizations for the
wor k done by NGS and pl edged to nake every effort to try to naintain their
current |evels of financial support for NGS. JUN C agreed to endorse the
fol |l owi ng deci sions reached by the 1997 NG.S Progranme and Coordi nati on Meeti ng:

(a) NG&S Mssion Statenment, reproduced in paragraph 10 above;

(b) Strategic review of NGS to be undertaken in the second half of 1997.
The report of the revieww |l be submtted to JUNC at its twenty-fourth session
in 1998 for its consideration and approval and subm ssion to ACC thereafter

(c) In view of the public information dinension of the work invol ved,
JUNI C endorsed the proposal that NGS cooperate with the CCPOQ secretariat and
other interested United Nations entities on the organi zati on of at |east one
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i nter-agency consultation on cooperation with non-governmental organizations and
other elenents of the civil society during the upcom ng year. At the 1998
Programme and Coordi nati on Meeting, the work undertaken will be reviewed with a
view to considering the nerits of continuing the work for a further period, and
the review submtted to JUNIC at its twenty-fourth session for its

consi derati on.

12. JUNIC al so endorsed the proposal by the 1997 NG.S Progranme and

Coordi nati on Meeting and reconmended to ACC for its approval that for the period
1997-1999, UNI CEF undertake the role of the | ead agency of NGS, under the

chai rmanship of Dr. Sadig Rasheed, Director of Programmes of UNICEF. JUNI C al so
expressed its appreciation for the | eadership provided by UNDP since 1994 under
t he chai rmanshi p of Ms. Sharon Capel i ng- Al akij a.

2. JUNIC Informati on Exchange Bulletin

13. JUNIC had before it a report on the Bulletin prepared by its secretariat
(JUNI ¢/ 1997/ 3). Several nenbers, including the Department of Public

I nformati on, UNCHS, WHO and UNIDO, noted that the Bulletin had been a very
useful neans for the exchange of information on activities and programes and
urged all nenbers to contribute information for inclusion in it on a regular
basis. WHO indicated that in order to facilitate its internal collection of

i nformation for subm ssion, it was developing a tenplate which it would al so
make available to the menbers of JUNNC. It was noted that the Pegasus software,
avai l abl e free of charge through the Internet, would elimnate the

i nconpatibility of systenms used by the nenbers of JUNIC and facilitate

el ectronic dissemnation of the Bulletin. JUNIC requested its secretariat to
continue the coordination of the Bulletin for another year.

3. Systemw de publication on devel opnment issues

14. JUNIC had before it a report on the item prepared by the Departnent of
Public Information (JUNIC/1997/4). The representative of the Departnent noted

t hat Devel opnent Update, a publication initiated during the recent cycle of

gl obal conferences on issues of econom c and soci al devel opnent, had recently
been revanped but needed a nore solid budgetary base to continue production. At
the sane tine, the Goup of 77 continued to request, through the Conmttee on
Information, that nore information on devel opnent issues be nmade available. It
was noted that currently some 325 internal bulletins were being issued in the
United Nations system creating the inpression of fragmentation and reducing the
potential impact. Several menbers of JUNIC indicated that they had been forced
to close their publications due to | ack of funding or outsource certain
information activities to reduce costs. Qhers indicated that, owing to the
fundi ng of their organizations through voluntary contributions, they needed to
mai ntain their separate publications for purposes of visibility.

15. Several nenbers agreed on the need for an authoritative journal published
by the United Nations which would include coverage of its devel opnent efforts
and suggested that JUNI C shoul d undertake a systemwi de review of all

newsl etters and other simlar publications before devel oping a proposal in that

/...
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regard. It was agreed that, at its twenty-fourth session, JUNIC would hold an
ext ensi ve di scussi on of the ways and neans of comunicating devel opnent-rel at ed
stories to the maminstream nedia. The Chai rman suggested that JUN C take anot her
|l ook at the series of relevant proposals which he had circul ated at the twenty-
second session (JUNI C/ 1996/ 1/ Add. 2) .

C. Participation by the United Nations systemin
international expositions

1. Lisbon Exposition 1998

16. JUNIC had before the prelimnary paper prepared by the Technical Director-
designate of the United Nations pavilion at the Lisbon Exposition 1998, with the
thene "The oceans: a heritage for the future" (JUNIC/ 1997/5). A representative
of the Lisbon Exposition Authority made a presentation. JUN C was infornmed that
the Secretary-General had appointed Ms. Hél éne Gosselin, Director of Public

I nformati on of UNESCO, as the Coordi nator/ Conm ssioner-General of the United
Nati ons pavilion at the Exposition. M. Jan Ral ph was the Technical Director-
designate of the pavilion, with the appointnment to be nade by the Lisbon
Exposition Authority. JUNIC noted that the ACC Guidelines reconmended a
24-nonth lead time for the preparation of United Nations participation in
simlar events. Although only 10 nonths renmained until the opening of the
Exposition, the Portuguese authorities had not signed either the Menorandum of
Understanding (submitted to themin April 1996) or the Participation Contract
with the United Nations. The hosts had indicated that they expected to be able
to nake available up to US$ 1 million for a trust fund to cover the cost of
participation by the United Nations system which, for the 648-square-netre
space to be provided for the United Nations pavilion, was well below the
establ i shed cost per square nmetre of exhibition space. Mreover, the trust fund
had not yet been established by the hosts.

17. JUNIC agreed to focus the presentation in the proposed United Nations
pavilion on a limted nunber of issues within the theme of oceans. Accordingly,
t he Coor di nat or/ Conm ssi oner - General suggested that a JUNI C consultative group
be constituted to |l ook into the presentation with a view to preparing a coherent
and integrated proposal by the end of July. The nenbership of the group, to be
coordi nated by the Coordi nat or/ Conmi ssi oner-General, included the Departnent of
Public Information and the Coordi nator/ Conm ssi oner-CGeneral (representing the

| ead agencies: United Nations and UNESCO), UNEP, FAO, WMO, I MO and | FAD. Al

i nterested organi zati ons of the system shoul d designate focal points and

conmmuni cate their names to the Coordi nator/ Conm ssi oner - General as soon as

possi ble. Several nmenbers of JUNIC indicated that in addition to in-kind
support, nmenbers should be creative with regard to possible fund-raising from
private sources, to conplenment the resources raised by the hosts through the
trust fund.
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2. Hannover Exposition 2000

18. JUNIC had before it a note prepared by its secretariat on the Hannover
Exposition 2000, with the theme "Humanki nd, nature, technol ogy" (JUN C/ 1997/6).
The Deputy Pernmanent Representative of Germany to the United Nations and a
representative of the Hannover Exposition Authority al so nmade presentations.
The Secretary of JUNIC recalled that at the twenty-first session of JUNIC the
representatives of the Hannover Exposition indicated that they would assist the
United Nations in its fund-raising to cover the cost of participation. 1In the
period since, the United Nations repeatedly brought to the attention of the
representatives the fact that the United Nations could not participate in
fund-raising activities for that purpose. Mst nmenbers of JUNI C noted that
their organi zati ons had been contacted by the Hannover Exposition Authority
regardi ng participation; FAO and WHO i ndicated that their organizati ons were
cooperating with the Authority on technical issues, and WHO was about to sign a
contract as the resource and project nmanager on health issues (with no nention
of its name on the pavilion). WHO noted that the ACC Cuidelines were
restrictive, for the Hannover Exposition provided an inportant opportunity which
needed to be devel oped as a cooperative venture between the United Nations and
the private sector.

19. JUNIC agreed on the need to take a unified United Nations approach to
participation in the event and to seek the political commtnment of the host
Governnent to the necessary fund-raising by a reasonabl e deadline, thereby
enabling tinely preparation of the presentation by the United Nations system
Several menbers expressed concern over the identity of possible corporate
sponsors and how their visibility would be reconciled with the United Nations
pr esence.

20. The Deputy Pernmanent Representative of Germany to the United Nations
reiterated the strong interest of his Governnent in United Nations participation
in the Exposition. He pointed to the pre-feasibility study prepared by the host
Authority for fund-raising purposes, providing the overall project strategy and
consi sting of either the "conventional" pavilion concept at a projected cost of
some US$ 5.9 million or a large-screen (I MEX) cinema pavilion at a cost of

US$ 9.4 nmillion. He stressed that the United Nations would retain full contro
of the nessage content and presentation but that it was envi saged that the
sponsors woul d participate in the nanagenent process and deci sion-nmaking with
regard to the United Nations pavilion as part of a tripartite managenent

concept, with the United Nations and the Exposition Authority as the other
participants. He reiterated that the United Nations participation would be on a
no- cost basis and that the Organization would retain the right to reject
possi bl e sponsors.

21. JUNIC agreed to recommend to ACC the designation of the Departnent of
Public Information as the | ead agency for the participation by the United
Nations systemin the Hannover Exposition 2000. It also decided to establish a
JUNI C Consultative Goup, to be conposed of the Departnent of Public

I nformation, UNDP, UNEP, UNCHS, WHO and | FAD, and to proceed, at |east
initially, with the large-screen film proposal as the best-case option, subject
to change, should sufficient resources not be forthcom ng
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3. Revision of ACC Guidelines for participation of the United
Nations systemin international expositions

22. JUNIC had before it a draft text prepared by its secretari at

(JUNI C/1997/7). The Secretary of JUNI C pointed out that the draft consolidated
the 1992 ACC Cuidelines and the 1994 addendumthereto, elimnating the overlap
in sone functions and, drawi ng on the experience of recent participation in
simlar events, changing sone provisions in order to inprove the efficiency of
the operations. According to one new provision, for exanple, the Cuidelines
woul d give control of the trust fund to the host authority. Several nenbers of
JUNI C t hought that the new text did not sufficiently take into account the
changi ng situation, whereby the Governnents could no | onger provide funding for
t hat purpose and participation in simlar events had to be funded from corporate
and other private sources. Menbers of JUNC agreed to take another | ook at the
proposed text and at the 1992 and 1994 texts and to communi cate their coments
to the secretariat by 30 Septenber at the latest. A group conposed of the
Departnment of Public Information, UNFPA, WHO and | TU woul d nmeet in Cctober to
consi der proposals received and finalize the text by the end of Cctober for
circulation to the nenbership and consideration by JUNC at its twenty-fourth
sessi on.

D. Review of special events calling for JUNIC participation

1. First United Nations Decade for the Eradication of
Poverty (1997-2006)

23. JUNIC had before it a report on the item prepared by the Departnent of
Public Information (JUNIC/1997/8). The representative of the Departnent pointed
out that the proposed information programe woul d evol ve over the decade to neet
the changing priorities but enphasized the inportance of activities at the
grass-roots level. He also brought to the attention of JUNIC the proposal for a
series of radio progranmes and asked for source material fromall organizations.
The representative of | FAD brought to the attention of JUNNCits "Down to Earth
Radi 0" series, which was nade avail able to some 90 networks worl dw de, and
proposed to share the material with the United Nations Radio. UNDP offered to
extend its cooperation with the Departnment on tel evision and vi deo producti ons.
The representative of the Departnent al so proposed that, in view of the

i nportance of the issue of poverty eradication and in order to better coordinate
systemw de activities, a separate section on upcom ng products and activities
in the area be included in the JUNIC Information Exchange Bulletin. JUNIC
agreed that the websites of menber organi zations on poverty issues be linked to
the "home page" on the Decade maintained by the United Nations Departnent for
Pol i cy Coordination and Sustai nabl e Devel opnent. |t also requested the
Departrment of Public Information to prepare, for consideration by JUNIC in 1998,
a strategy for the five-year reviewin the year 2000 of the Decade and of the
progress of the inplementation of decisions reached at the Fourth Wrld
Conference on Wnen and the World Summit for Social Devel opnent, both held in
1995. Menbers of JUNIC agreed that the issue of poverty eradication was a
priority for the United Nations system but expressed concern over the
proliferation of observances established by the governing bodies of their
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organi zati ons, because it limted the inpact of any activities and little or no
consi derati on was given to appropriate funding for information activities.

2. International Year of the Ocean (1998)

24. JUNIC had before it a report on the Year, prepared by UNESCO

(JUNI C/1997/9). The representative of UNESCO, the |ead agency for the event,

i ndicated that the objective of the observance was to nobilize political and
public support through a major public information canpaign in the context of
sust ai nabl e devel opnent. She noted that tine and resources for the preparation
and | aunch of a major public awareness outreach programe were extrenely limted
and asked for in-kind contributions, particularly for the preparation of an
information kit to be conposed of fact sheets contributed by the nenbers of
JUNI C. | FAD suggested that the informati on programe needed to take into
account the experience of previously held events, such as the d obal Conference
on the Sustainabl e Devel opnent of Snall |sland Devel oping States, held in 1994,
The Departnent of Public Informati on woul d comuni cate the proposed information
programme to the Law of the Sea bodies for their consideration and
contributions. UNDP, UNEP, UNCHS, |ILO FAO WHO World Bank (through its d oba
Environnental Facility), WMO, MO, WPO | FAD, UNI DO and | AEA (through its
Monaco- based Oceanographic Laboratory) indicated interest in participation, both
with fact sheets for the information kit and with photographic material, video
footage and other information material, as appropriate. UNESCO would circul ate
the guidelines for the preparation of fact sheets, which should be nade

avail abl e on diskette in the six official |anguages by 1 Septenber 1997. Kits
woul d be nade avail able for distribution by 1 Novenber 1997. UNESCO woul d nmake
avail able to the participating organi zations limted quantities of the kit free
of charge, but larger quantities had to be purchased and needs indicated in
advance. Wth regard to video material, UNESCO noted that Ccean '98, a

non- gover nent al organi zati on based in the Netherlands, through bilatera

assi stance, woul d al so produce photographi c and vi deo products and needed such

copyright material. Several nenbers of JUNI C suggested a closer | ook at sone
private sources of audio-visual material, including the National Geographic
Society, the Smithsonian Institution and Fuji. The Intergovernnenta

Qceanogr aphi ¢ Commi ssi on of UNESCO had established a "hone page" on the Year,
and UNESCO al so suggested that the issue could be included in the Cyber School Bus
project of the Department of Public Infornmation.

3. Special session of the United Nations CGeneral Assenbly
on drug issues (1998

25. JUNIC had before it a report on the special session prepared by the
Department of Public Information (JUNIC/1997/10). The representative of the
Department noted that there had been no direct consultation with UNDCP prior to
t he subm ssion of the report but that there had been discussions since,
provi di ng good basis for the work in the nonths ahead. He pointed out that the
conveni ng of the special session instead of an international conference neant
that there was no special funding for information activities, although the
expectations for a substantive information canpaign renained. The
representati ve of UNDCP brought to the attention of JUNIC a proposal by the
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Department of Public Information for additional information activities at a cost
of US$ 587,000 and noted that his organization would present the proposal to
donor countries and other possible donors, to be supported through a specia

fund for public information activities. He also suggested that UN CEF coul d
organi ze a poster conpetition on the issue and that Magnum Photo woul d be
approached on | aunchi ng a phot ographic contest, with prizes to be awarded at a
cerenony to be held at the General Assenbly Hall. Prior to the special session
UNDCP woul d al so organi ze a neeting of senior business executives to endorse the
obj ectives of the session. Several nmenbers of JUNIC, including UNICEF and WHO
suggest ed that an approach could be nmade to the entertai nment community and
tel evi si on networks such as MV, but UNDCP advi sed agai nst such an approach
since MIV and simlar outlets often featured people who used drugs. UNDCP asked
t he assistance of all nenbers of JUNIC in nounting a successful systemw de

i nformation canpai gn | eading to the June 1998 special session

4. Fiftieth anniversary of the adoption of the Universa
Decl aration of Human Ri ghts

26. JUNIC had before it a report on the anniversary prepared by the Departnent
of Public Information (JUNIC/1997/11). The representative of the Depart nent
noted that the proposed information progranme under the theme "All human rights
for all people"” had been devel oped by the Centre for Human Rights. He al so
brought to the attention of JUNIC the proposal for radio and tel evision products
that was circul ated at the neeting and invited conment by all interested

organi zations. JUNIC agreed that those interested should get in touch with the
contact point on the issue in the Departnent of Public Information.

5. Fiftieth anniversary of United Nations peacekeeping

27. JUNIC had before it a report on the anniversary prepared by the Departnent
of Public Information (JUNIC/1997/12). The representative of the Depart nment
asked all nmenbers of JUNIC interested in contributing to the proposed
information activities contact the focal point on the issue in the Departnment of
Public Information. 1t was also expected that the Secretary-General would
address a letter on the issue to executive heads of nenber organizations.

6. International Year of QO der Persons (1999)

28. JUNIC had before it a report on the year prepared by the Departnent of
Public Information (JUNIC/1997/13). UNEP noted that the Cable News Network
(CNN) had established a "home page" on the issue and suggested that the United
Nati ons "home page" could link to it. UNCHS expressed interest in the issue of
accessibility of housing to people of all ages. WHO indicated that it was
preparing a press kit for the 1997 International Day of O der Persons and woul d
circulate to the nenbers of JUNIC a |ist of proposed information products.
UNESCO expressed interest in the issue of life-long, adult education. Both WHO
and UNESCO indicated their interest in participating in the proposed infornmation
kit by the Department of Public Information, and other organizations were
requested to get in touch with the focal point on the issue in the Departnent.

/...
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E. | nt er - agency cooperation in audi o-visual productions

1. Progress report on the devel opnent of a consolidated direct
radi o broadcasting capacity for the United Nations

29. JUNIC had before it a report on the issue prepared by the Departnment of
Public Information (JUNI C/1997/15). The representative of the Department noted
that wi der direct access radio worldwi de was a matter of priority and that
currently 10 outlets in various regions of the world were cooperating on the
project. He recalled the recent live radio broadcast with the participation of
the Secretary-CGeneral. The Departnent al so had an ongoi ng training programe
with the British Broadcasting Corporation (BBC) to upgrade the skills of its
staff. Several nenbers of JUNIC, including FAQ WO and UNEP, expressed
interest in the Departnent's proposals. UNESCO offered the use of its relay and
ot her capacity, and WHO i nformed JUNIC that it was currently devel oping a radio
proposal, offering two channels for digital broadcasting, to be available free
of charge, for use in energency situations and for educational progranm ng.

UNI CEF noted that it produced radi o progranmes in cooperation with |ocal
broadcasters and had recently supported a radio project initiated by FAO and
UNESCO for audiences in Africa. UNEP and UNCHS pursued several radi o and/or
television initiatives for audiences in East Africa. WO had held a series of
regional training workshops with BBC and CNN for neteorol ogi sts which covered
radi o and tel evision weat her presentations and conmuni cations skills.

F. Report of the Technical Advisory Goup on the use of conputer
technology in the field of public information

30. JUNIC had before it a report on the issue prepared by FAO (JUN C/ 1997/ 16) .
The representative of FAO al so gave a presentation on the digital photo-
archiving system and the database-driven Internet publishing used by FAO He
recal led that the G oup had been established by JUNIC in 1992 and that the
trenendous technol ogi cal advances nmade since had justified the nove. He
suggested that the G oup, conposed of public information professionals and not
of technical personnel, needed to be revitalized and strengthened in order to
take up a nunber of outstanding issues of systemw de interest. Several nenbers
of JUNIC expressed interest in joining the Goup, and the Conm ttee agreed on
the need for the G oup to neet in the course of the year and to establish a nore
regul ar schedul e of neetings in the future. It was suggested that FAO | ook into
the possibility of corporate sponsorship of the proposed neeting by an

i nterested vendor who might wish to denonstrate a related product.

G Chairmanship of JUNIC

31. JUNIC recommended to ACC, in accordance with the principle of rotation, the
appoi ntnent of M. Richard Leclair, Director of Information of WHO, as the
Chairman of JUNIC for 1998-1999. It expressed its deep appreciation to

M. Samr Sanbar, Assistant Secretary-CGeneral for Public Information in the
Department of Public Information, for his effective | eadership of the Committee
over the past two years. UNCHS and UNI CEF suggested that in the future JUNIC
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coul d consider the designation of the next Chairperson of the Cormttee a year
i n advance of the expiration of the current nandate.

H Dates and venue for the twenty-fourth session

32. The Coordi nat or/ Conmi ssi oner-General of the United Nations pavilion at

Li sbon Exposition 1998 and sonme menbers of JUN C suggested that the Departnent
of Public Information, through its information centre in Lisbon, could host the
twenty-fourth session of the Commttee in Lisbon in 1998. The Departnent of
Public Information expressed the viewthat it could not, in view of ACC
guidelines on the matter, take upon itself to host the session outside a
Headquarters duty station, over the invitation from another nenber organization
to host the session at its headquarters. Accordingly, subject to ACC

endor senent, JUNI C accepted the invitation by IFAD to hold the twenty-fourth
session of the Commttee at Rone in the first week of July 1998. UNEP and UNCHS
reiterated their joint invitation for JUNIC to hold a future session in Nairobi
UNI DO and | AEA al so expressed their readiness jointly to host a future session
of JUNIC in Vienna.

I. Oher matters

33. JUNIC had before it a report prepared by the Department of Public
Informati on on the systemw de filmand video catal ogue (JUNIC/1997/17). The
representative of the Departnment recalled that at its twenty-second session
JUNI C had agreed to proceed with the electronic version of the catal ogue, which
woul d I'ink the rel evant sections of the "honme pages" of nenber organizations.
JUNI C agreed that the nenbers woul d make avail able the relevant information to
the focal point in the Departnment of Public Information by 30 Septenber 1997 at
the | atest.

34. At the neeting, the representative of the Departnent circul ated a proposa
for an information programme for the 1998 Youth Forum to be held at Lisbon, and
suggest ed that interested organi zations contact the focal point in the
Departrment for further information and input. He also inforned JUNIC that the
Departnment was planning a series of information activities and woul d al so
provi de coverage of the upcom ng conference on the establishnent of an
international crimnal court, scheduled to be held at Rome in 1998.
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Annex |

AGENDA

Openi ng of the session.
Adopti on of the agenda.

Revi ew of the follow up action on decisions adopted at the twenty-second
sessi on.

Di scussi on of ways and neans to pronote better public understanding of the
rol e and achi evenents of the United Nations.

Il
Revi ew of ongoi ng JUNI C projects:
(a) Non-Governnental Liaison Service;
(b) JUNIC Information Exchange Bull eti n;
(c) Systemwi de publication on devel opnent issues.
Participation of the United Nations systemin international expositions:
(a) Expo '98: "The oceans: a heritage for the future";
(b) Expo 2000: "Humanki nd, nature, technol ogy";

(c) Revision of the Guidelines for joint participation of the United
Nations systemin international expositions.

Revi ew of special events calling for JUNIC partici pation:

(a) International Decade for the Elimnation of Poverty (1997-2006);

(b) International Year of the Ccean (1998);

(c) Special session of the United Nations General Assenbly on drug issues;

(d) Fiftieth anniversary of the adoption of the Universal Declaration on
Human Ri ghts;

(e) Fiftieth anniversary of United Nations peacekeepi ng;

(f) International Year of O der Persons.
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4. I nter-agency cooperation in audiovisual productions:

(a) Progress report on arrangenents for the joint participation in
international filmcompetitions, filmfestivals and nedi a markets;

(b) Progress report on the devel opnent of short-wave radi o capacity for
the United Nations.

5. Use of computer technology in the field of public information: Report of
t he Techni cal Advisory G oup.

6. Chai rmanship of JUNIC for 1998-1999.
7. Dat es and venue for the twenty-fourth session.

8. G her matters.
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Synbol

Title or description

Prepared by

JUNI ¢/ 1997/ 1

JUNI C/ 1997/ 2

JUNI C/ 1997/ 3

JUNI C/ 1997/ 4

JUNI ¢/ 1997/ 5

JUNI C/ 1997/ 6

JUNI ¢/ 1997/ 7

JUNI ¢/ 1997/ 8

JUNI ¢/ 1997/ 9

JUNI ¢/ 1997/ 10

JUNI ¢/ 1997/ 11

JUNI ¢/ 1997/ 12

JUNI C nenbers and the
busi ness comunity

Non- gover nnent al Li ai son
Service (NGAS)

JUNI C I nformati on Exchange
Bul letin

System wi de publication on
devel opnent issues

Li sbon Exposition 1998:
"The oceans: a heritage
for the future"

Hannover Exposition 2000:
" Humanki nd, nature,
t echnol ogy"

1997 Cuidelines for
participation by the
United Nations systemin
i nternational expositions

First United Nations
Decade for the Eradication
of Poverty (1997-2006)

I nternational Year of the
Ccean

Speci al session of the
General Assenbly on drug
i ssues

Fiftieth anniversary of

t he Universal Declaration
of Human R ghts
(1948-1998)

Fiftieth anniversary of
Uni ted Nations
peacekeepi ng (1998)

Department of Public
Information of the United
Nat i ons Secretari at

NGLS

JUNI C secretari at

JUNI C secretari at

Departnent of Public
Information of the United
Nati ons Secretariat and
UNESCO

JUNI C secretari at

JUNI C secretari at

Departnent of Public
I nformati on of the United
Nat i ons Secretari at

UNESCO

Departnent of Public
I nformati on of the United
Nat i ons Secretari at

Departnent of Public
I nformation of the United
Nat i ons Secretari at

Departnment of Public
Informati on of the United
Nat i ons Secretari at
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Synbol Title or description Prepared by

JUNI C/ 1997/ 13

JUNI C/ 1991/ 14

JUNI ¢/ 1997/ 15

JUNI C/ 1997/ 16

JUNI C/ 1997/ 17

I nternational Year of

A der Persons (1999):
Towards a society for all
ages

Joint participation in
international film
conpetitions, festivals
and nedi a narkets

Progress report on the
devel opnent of a
consolidated direct radio
br oadcasti ng capacity for
the United Nations

Report of the Techni cal
Advi sory Group on the use
of computer technology in
the field of public

i nformation

Systemwi de filmand video
cat al ogue

Department of Public
Information of the United
Nat i ons Secretari at

Department of Public
Information of the United
Nat i ons Secretari at

Departnent of Public
I nformati on of the United
Nat i ons Secretari at

FAO

Department of Public
Information of the United
Nat i ons Secretari at
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LI ST OF PARTI Cl PANTS

Chairman: Samr Sanbar,
Uni ted Nations Secretari at
Secretary: M an Qadrud-Din,

Uni ted Nations Secretari at

Assistant Secretary: Jadranka M halic,

Department of Public Information of the

Department of Public Information of the

Department of Public Information of

the United Nations Secretari at

Uni ted Nations

Department of Public Information

Non- Gover nment al Li ai son Service

United Nations Children's Fund

Uni ted Nations Conference on Trade
and Devel opnent

United Nations Devel opnent Progranme

United Nations Environnent Progranme

Uni ted Nations Popul ati on Fund

United Nations Centre for Human Settl enents

International Trade Centre

United Nations International
Control Programe

Dr ug

Speci al i zed agenci es

I nternati onal Labour Organization

Food and Agriculture O ganization of
the United Nations

United Nations Educational, Scientific
and Cul tural Organization

M an Qadrud-Din
Dani el a Sal vati

Tony Hill

Morten G ersing
Jack d attbach

Jo Elizabeth Butl er

Jean Fabre

Tore Brevik

Al ex Marshall
Christina Engfeldt
Jani ce Coertz

Sandr o Tucci
Paul Sal ay

Ki ran Mehr a- Ker pel man
Ni | ouf er Mukhi

Karin-Lis Svarre
Andr ew Mar x

Hel ene Gosselin
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International Cvil Aviation Organization Deni s Chagnhon
Worl d Heal th Organi zation Ri chard Lecl air
Wirl d Bank Ni chol as van Praag
Uni versal Postal Union James Gunder son

I nternati onal Tel econmuni cation Union Franci ne Lanbert
Worl d Meteorol ogi cal O gani zation Eirah Gorre-Dal e
International Maritine Organization Roger Kohn

Wirld Intellectual Property Organization Laurent Manderi eux
International Fund for Agricultural Taysir Mustafa

Devel opnent

United Nations Industrial Devel opnent Donat el | a Magliani - Streitenberger
Organi zation

International Atom c Energy Agency Davi d Kyd



