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LCOIOIIIC COIIIISSION IPOR iUROZL
Annual leport covering the period from 27 April 1900 to 3 April 1901
TTTRODUCTION

1. The present Annval Report of the Economic Commission for Zurope (ECE), vhich

covers the period 27 April 1930 to 8 April 1981 inclusive, was adopted wnonimously

by the Commigsion at the tuelith mecting of its thirty-sixth session on 8 April 1981.

CIIAPTR I

ISSUDS CALLIING IP'OR ACTION BY TIIS LCOIOIIIC AID SOCIAL
COUIICIL OR BROUGHT TO ITS ATTLIITIOL

2. No draft decision was recommended Wy the Commiscion for adoption by the Council.
CHAPTER II
VORKX O THD COIIIISSION SIICo THE TIHIRTY-IIMM SISSION

A. Activitics of subgidiary vodieg

5. the list of mectings of the Commission's subgidiary vodics held in 1980/81 can
be found in Amnex II to this Report. It contains the dates of the mcevings, the
names of the officers ond the symbols of the reports adopted. These revorts give

a full account of discusscions held and record the agrecnents recached and decisions
taken. The reports of the Comnission's Principal Subsidiary Dodices contain in
addition the progrermes of vork adopted by these hodies; thesc programmes have been
incorporated in the Commission's programnce of work for 1981-1935 pursuont to
operative paragreph 4(b) of Commission resolution 5 (xxIV) (sce Chepter V of this
Report ).

B. .Other activities

4, Pursuant to the relevant resolutions end decisions of the Commission, the
Executive Sccrctary has submitted to the thirty-sixth scssion a number of reports

on the vork done on projects carricd ovt under the dircct authority of the Comnission
itsclf, A list of these renorts and their symbols ceon we found in Amnex IIT.

5. During the period under rcvicw, the sccreteriat scrviced the session of the
Commission, the mectings of its subsidiary bodics as well as smnecial neetvings held
under BCC auspices. The publication of periodic surveys and revioawvs, includiag
the annual Sconomic Survey of suropc, the Dconomic Dulletin for Duropc, and a scrics
of speccialized svatistical bulletvins, covering general enerdy, coal, clecctric nover,
@as, housing and building, steel, cnginecring, chenicals, timver end transnort, as
uell as the issuance of monthly chtabtistical indicators of shorti-term ccononic changes
in IECL countrics was continued. The sccretariat of the Commission maintained close
and regular liaigon vith the sccretariet at United Ilations Headquerters and
co-opcrated vith the Deporitments concerned, as well ag with the sccretariats of the
other regional commigsions on projects of common interest.

C. Relations vith other Uaited Ilations Profgramncs

6. In a Jote subnmitted to the vhirty-sixuh session (E/ECE/1019) the Dxccutive
Sceretary described the co-operation of the Coumission and its scerctariat uith
Unitecd ilations specialized agencics and other international orgzanizeotions as well as
vith their secrctariots.
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CHAPTER III
THIRTY-SIXTH SESSION OF TIIE COLIIISSION

A, Attendance and organization of work

1. The thirty-sixth scssion of the Commission wag held from 0 llarch to 8 April 1981,
At the opening of the session the Director-General of the United Wetions Office at
Geneva, 1L, L. Cottafovi, read a message from the Secretary-General of the

United Notions. The Commission hecrd statements by the outgoing Chairmen,

Hr. C. Oancea, by the ncwly ceclected Chairman, Mr. U. Sahm, and by the

Executive Secretary of the Commisgsinn, Mr. J. Stenovnik. At the second meeting

of the session, ilr. X, llucller made a statement on bechalf of the Director-General

for Development and Internctionel Economic Co-operation of the United lotions.,

8. The thirty-sixth session was attended by representotives from Albanic; Augtrias
Belgium; Bulgaria; Byelorussion Soviet Socialist Republic; “anade; Cyprus;
Czechoslovakio; Denmark; Finland; Irance; Germon Democratic Republic; Germany,
Federal Republic of; Greece; Illungary; Iceland; Ireland; Italy; Luxcmbourg; llalta;
Netherlands; MNorweys; Poland; Portuzal; Romanie; Spain; Sweden; Switzerland; Turkey;
Ukrainion Soviet Socialist Republic; Union of Soviet Sociclist Republics;

United Kingdom of Greot Sritoin and Horthern Ireland; United Stotes of Americas;

and Yugoslavia.

9. Representatives of the Iloly See and Liechtenstein participoted under Artvicle 8
of the Commigsion'’s teims of reference.,

10. Rcpresentatives of Algerie, Argentina and Israel were also present under
Article 11 of the Commission's terms of reference.

11. DRepresentatives of the United Nations Conference on Trade and

Development (UIICTAD), of the United Nations Industrial Development Organization (UNIDO,
of the United llations Linviromnment Progromme (UNEP), of the United lotions Development
Programme (UIDP), of the United Wetions Institute for Yroining and Resccrch (UNITAR),
the United llations Fund for Population Activities (UNIPA), and of the following
specialized agencies and other intergovermmental orgonizations were in attendence:
Internationsl Labour Orgenisation (ILO); Food and Agriculture Organization (FAO);
United Notions Dducational, Scientific and <ultural Orgenization (UNBSZO0);

World Heolth Organiczation (WIIN); International Monetary Fund (INF); Internationsl
Telecomnunications Union (ITU); Intergovermmental Moritime Consultative

Organization (W0); International iAtomic Inergy Agency (IAEA); General Agveement

on Tariffs and Trade (GATT); Council for Ilutual Economic Assistence (CIEA);

Buropean Fconomic Sommunity (BZC); Vorld Tourism Organization (WrO).

12. The following non-govermmental organizations were represented: Inteirnational
Alliance of Vomen; International Confedcration of Free Trade Unions; World TFederation
of Trade Unions; Internatinnal Bar Associction; International Blectrotechnical
Commisgsion; International ILcw Association.

13. Also present ot the invitation of the sccretearict werc representatives of the
secrctariat of the lTuropean Ifree Trade Association (TFTA).

14. A complete list of participants can be found in document I/TCE(XXXVI)/L.3.
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15, At its first meeting, the Commission unanimously elected Mr, Ulrich Sahm
(Federal Republic of Germany), Chairman, and Mr. F. Bartha (Hungary), Viece-Chairman
of the Commission.,

16. The Commission unanimously elected Mr. J. ZiZka (Czechoslovakia), Chairman,
and Mr. B. Utheim (Norway), Vice-Chairman, of the Sessional Committee.

17. Mr. S. Spassov (Bulgaria) and Mr. C. Strohel (Austria) were annointed
Ranporteurs.

18, The Commission decided to pass to the Sessional Committee, in addition to
agenda item 4 (f) - Work of the Principal Subsidiary Bodies of the Commission —
the following agenda items for preliminary consideration:
4 (e) - Concentration and integration of the Commission's programmes of work
7 (a) - The work of the Committee on Water Problems - The revised Declaration of
Policy on Prevention and Control of Water Pollution, including
Transboundary Pollution - Provosal for monitoring and evaluation
of transboundary water pollution
7 (b) - Energy (to be discussed also in the Plenary)
7 (c¢) - Co-operation in the field of science and technology
7 (e) - Standardization
7 (f) - Engineering industries and automation
8 - Programme of work.
19. The Sessional Committee met from 30 March to 4 April 1981.
20. The account of the consideration by the Sessional Committee of item 4 (f) can be
found in paragraphs 81 to 265 below. The account of the discussion on those items
which had been assigned to the Sessional Committee for preliminary consideration,
referred to in varagranh 18 above, are contained in varagranhs 71-80; 288-297;
303~322, and 332-350 below., For the recommendations of the Sessional Committee to
the Plenary and the action taken by the Commission on these recommendations, see
naragraphs 323 to 331 below.
B. Agenda

21. At its first meeting the Commission ado»ted the nrovisional agenda (E/ECE/1015)
which reads as follows:

1. Adontion of the Agenda
2. Election of Officers

3, Review of the economic situation in Europe
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4. Work

(a)

(b)

(c)

(d)
(e)

(£)

of the Commission as a whole, including:

The Commission's activities and imnlementation of
nriorities in 1980 (Commission resolution 2(XXV))

Resolutions bearing on the work of the Commission
adopted by the Economic and Social Council and the
General Assembly

Commission's contribution to the United Nations
programmes designed to agsist developing countries

Co—operation with other international organizations

Concentration and integration of the Commission's
nrogrammes of work (Commission decision A(XXXV))

Work of the Principal Subsidiary Bodies of the
Commission

5. The work and future activities of the Commission and the
proposal in regard to the holding of all-Eurovnean
congresses or inter-State conferences on co-oneration in
the field of protection of the environment, development
of transport, and energy (Commission resolution 1(XXXV))

6. Develomment of trade and industrial co-omeration

E/ECE/1016

E/ECE/1017

E/ECE/1018

E/ECE/1019

E/ECE/1020

Yy

E/ECE/1016
E/ECE/1021

E/ECE/1022
ECE/TRADE/136

l/ Under this agenda sub-item, the Commission had before it the following
documentation:

Committee on Agricultural Problems
Chemical Industry Committee

Coal

Committee

Conference of Euronmean Statisticians

Senior Advisers to ECE Governments on Envirommental Problems

Committee on Electric Power

Committee on Gas

Committee on Housing, Building and Planning
Inland Transnort Committee

Senior Advisers to ECE Governments on Science and Technology

Senior Economic Advisers to ECE Governments
Steel Committee

Timber Committee

Committee on Water Problems

ECE/AGRI/ST
ECE/CHEM/33
ECE/COAL/47
ECE/CES/16
ECE/ZNV/35
ECE/EP/35
ECE/GAS/50
ECE/HBP/33
ECE/TRANS/44
E/ECE/1025
ECE/EC .AD/20
ECE/STEEL/31
ECE/TIM/17
ECE/WATER/25



7,1.981 /53

E/8CE/1030
page 5
Te Follow-un action on other relevant Commission decisions:

(a) The work of the Committee on Water Problems -

The revised Declaration of Policy on Prevention and

Control of Water Pollution, including Transboundary

Pollution - Proposal for monitoring and evaluation

of transboundary water pollution

(Commission decision C(XXXV)) E/ECE/1023
(b) Energy (Commission decision E(XXXV)) E/ECE/1024

ECE/ENERGY/6

(c) Co-oneration in the field of science and technology

(Commission decision F(XXXV)) E/ECE/1025
(d) EBconomic co—operation in the Mediterranean

in the light of the Final Act of the CSCE

(Commission decision J(XXXV)) E/ECE/1026
(e) Standardization (Commission decision K(XXXV)) E/ECE/1027
(f) Engineering industries and automation

(Commission decisions L(XXXV), M(XXXV) and N(XXXV)) E/ECE/1028

8. Programme of work

(a) Programme of work for 1981-1985 E/ECE/1029
(b) Medium-term plan for 1984-1989 E/ECE/1029/Add.1

9. Other business
10. Annual Revwort of the Commission
C. Account of nroceedings

Review of the economic situation in Europe

(agenda item 3)

22, For discussion of this item the Commission had before it as a background
document the pre-publication text of the Economic Survey of Eurone in 1980,
Part I (ECE(XXXVI)/1).

23. Delegations rervorted on recent economic developments in their own countries in
relation to over-all trends in the ECE region and in the world as a whole, summarized
current policies and nresented assessments of vrosvects for 1981,

24, In the industrialized countries of western Eurowe 1980 was a year of
decelerating growth in all the major commonents of GNP, which grew, in aggregate,
by about 1.5 ner rent. In the United States GDP growth was negative.
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25. The marked decline in outvput growth had led to o disturbing increasc in
unemployment. The deterioration in the terms of trade, to a lorge extent duc to
higher o0il prices, was responsible f£9 the large rise in western Burope's current
account deficit. In the United States the current account moved into surplus
mainly becausc of better exvort growth.

26. Inflation rates were generally higher in 1980 than in 1979, but therc should
be some deceleration in 1981, The relatively slow fall of inflation rates wis the
main recson for the continuction of generally restrictive policics. For industricl
western Jurope GDP growth in 1981 was now expected to be close to zero vhile in
the United Siates growth should be about 1.4 ner cent between the fourth quarters
of 1980 cnd 1901,

27. In southern Burope the recession hed been deeper then in industricl
.western Burove and north America, and in 1980 aggregatc growth (excluding
Yugoslavia) was cbout 1 per cent. Official forecasts indicated an aggregate
growth rate of 2.8 wer cent in 1981, although Poritugcl was expected to grow by
about 4 per cent. In Yugoslaviao GIHP growth was 2.5 per cent in 1930 and was
expected tn be 7.5 per cent in 1961,

28, Inflation rates remoined high and worsened in Turkey, Yugoslaovia cnd Grecce
but fell in Snain and Portugal. The balancce »f payments deficit of the south
Buropean countries had been particularly hard hit by the rise in oll prices and
in 1980 had risen to some 5 per cent of aggregate GDP.

29. Delegotes of the east Luropcon countries and the Soviet Union reported on

the successriul comnletion of o year of stable economic growth in the region token

as a whole in 1930, lggregate growth of MI? in the region reached 3 per cent in
1980; although gomevhat loweir than implied by the cnnual plens, the onver-all

resulis reflected o marked up-turn in growth in several countries. They pointed

out that policics aimed at further improving the moterial standerd of living

were continued successiully, Geoverel delegates noted that despite some worsening

in the world economic gsituation, full emwloyment was maintained and that consumption
increasecd.

30, Ixternal trade of castern covntries grew at rates similar tn thosc recorded
in 1979. Hwever, in volume terms, therc was nrobably little chenge in flows
either among them or in exchanges with the industrialiczed market economies. The
acceleration of both import and cxport prices resulted in o net favourable
movements in the over—ell terms of trade, though individual countrics werc affected
differcently; the imports of ecst Burnpecn countries in narticular were inflated
by accelerated oil price risec. Despite some adverse circumstances, mnst of thesc
countries recorded rcductions ol imbalances on cast-west trede in 1980, following
the ftrend of rccent yeors.

51. Plans for 1981 were stated to be in line with the development strategies nf
the recent past, which provided for further growth within the Iramcwork of
continued adeptasion to the chonged world economic climate — notebly through
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savings in the use of row materials and energy, and lTurther clforts to harness
scientific and technolngical progress to promote development on the basis of a
more intensive use of resources. The implied growth terget fox HIP for these
countries, ot 5.5 por cent represcented some acceleration over 19800 periormance.
Toreign trade plonc cppeared likely to involve an increosc in external Tlows for
some countrics at least.

52. A number of delegates stressed the need to re-oxemine the possibilities for
action to provide a further imnetus to the growth of east-~wegtv industrial
co-operation in order to provide sorie offset to recent adverse trends in world
trade. The role of the Commission in this connection was also underlined and
several delegations exwnressed their wish that in the future the Durvey should
examine the links between internal develonments in individual counsries and the
over-all progress of cast-west and intrareginnal ccnnomic relctionc,

53. llany delegations made favourable reference to the comprehensive nature of the
survey, and to the thorough and realist picturce which it gave ol economic trcnds
in the ECE rcgion. Lome delegntions made some critvical remerks about the analysic
in some parts of the LGurvey. L number of delegations exprcssed the wish that
future editions of the Survey should pay due attention to the situation of
individual cnunitries, viiich wes sometimes obscured by the regional prescntation
generally acopted. One delegote hoped that, while continuing the objective,
analyticel agsessment of current trends, future work on the Lurvey would now
neglect forward-looking, cction-oriented evaluations in creas of mutucl concern tn
all countricg of the repion, The delegotion of the Hetherlands complimented the
secretoriet on its work on the L~onomic Survey of Lurope. The economic trends
concerning his country as given in the Survey were gencrally coxient. As far

ag economic policy was concerncd, the delegation of the Netherlonds stated thot
net all policy lines hed been given cnough attention in the burvey. As o result,
the medium-term social cost inplications of several policies were not mentioned.

34, Most delepations made available to the Coummission final weports on the
development of their cconomy in 1980. Onc delegation suggested thatv thirty-seventh
session of the Commission should be held afver Doster; in order to give adequatce
time for the transmission of documents to capitals. Some delegatces, wio received
the Survey late, undertook to provide relevant up-deting and comment to the
gsecertariat as sonn as possible. These would be incorporatved into the printed
version of the Survey to the extent procticable.

35. OUnc delcgation thought it would be uscful if the secrctoriat nrepared two
studics: an analysis of the main features of ecconomic development during the
period 1976-1930 and probeble trends in 1981-1985 in the economics of countrics
in the LCE region, and an analysis of the main lines of the socialist countiics!
development end cconomic strategy for the veriod 1930-1935,
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y
Work of the Commission as a whole:/

(agenda item 4)

The Commission's activities and implementation of priorities in 190

(agenda item 2(a))
and

The worl: and futurc activities of the Commission and the proposal in regard
tn the holding of all-Buropcan congregses or inter-State conferences on
co-nperation in the ficld of protection of the enviromment,
development of transport, and cnergy

(agenda item 5)

36. The Comuission agreed to consider items 4 (a) and 5 in conjunction with the
following item:

Energy
(agendo item 7(b))
37+ The Commission had befnre it the following documentation:

~ for agenda sub-item 4 (2): the Executive Secretary's report E/ECE/1016 on the
Commission's activities and implementation of priorities in 1980, which was nrepared
pursuant to Commigsion resolution 2 (XXV) and contained an account of the mos+
important work accomplished or planned by the Commission and its subsidiary bodies
since the thirty-Iifth session.

- for agenda item 5: +the Dxccutive Secretary's report L/ECE/1016 waich, in
addition tn covering the work n»f the Commission and its subsidiary bodies since the
thirty-{ifth session, as indiceated under agenda sub-item 4 (a) above, also covered
other matters, porticularly those referred to in resolution 1 (XXXV).

Document B LCE/1021 to which was attoached the "Review of LCE Activities Tertoining
to the Final nct of the Conference on Security and Co-operation in Burope'
presented by the Executive Secretory to the Madrid lleeting of the CSCE, in
accordance with opcrative paragraph 5 of Commission resnlution 1 (XXXV) and vhich
contained in an annex the text of the statement made by the Executive Secretary to
the plencry session of the lladrid liceting, was also aveilable to the porticipants.

- for agenda sub-item 7 (b): the Executive Secretary's revort T /BCE /1024
preparcd pursucnt to nperative paragraph 5 of Commission decision B (XXXV) which
contained an ccenunt of scction taken in implementation of this decision. The Commission
£lsn had before it the report of the Senior Advisers tn ICE Governments on Inergy on
their third scssion (LCD/BILRCY/G).

g/ For agenda sub-item /4 (b) to /A (d), also congpidered in the plenary, sce
paragraphs 62 to 70 below. Tor agendo sub-items 4 (¢) - Concentration and intcgration o
the Commigsion's programmes of work, and 1 (f) - VWorlz of the Yrincipal Subsidizry Bodies
of the Commigsion, which were allocated to the Sessioncl Committee for preliminary
consideration, scec paragradhs 71 to 265 below.
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38, Delegations rcferred to ECE's unique role as a forum for co-operation annng its
member countries in cconomic and related fields. They were ~onfident that ECE would
continue to promote multilateral co-operation among countries of the region, notably
between those with different cconomic cnd social systens, and those with differcnt
levels of development. All participating delegotions reaffirmed their intention to
continue to narticipote actively in ECE's activities and supnort its work. Somec
delegations congidercd thet multilateral economic co-operation, in BCD cnd similar
bodies, was all the more neccssary in the present circumstoncec of wideswnread economic
difficulties and political tensions. Other delegations pointed out that circumstances
external to the Commission, such as the over-all relationship bevween membeir States,
or events inside or outside the region, could not but affect the quality of the
co-operation within IBCD,

3%9. lony delegations referred tn the satisfactory way in vhich ZCE had contiibuted
to the implementation of the relcvont provisinns of the Final Act of the Conference

on Security and Co-operation in Burope (csen), demongstrating again its copacity to
provide a flexible and cffective response to the needs of its member Governments.
Delegations noted with satisfaction that the Executive Secretary had, on the
invitetion of the participating States, informed the lladrid lleeting of the progress
made in contributing tn the implementation of the relevant provisions of the inal Act,
as well ag of the possibilities npen to the Commission for contributing further in
thisz connection. It wes pointed out that BCE and ©SCE had cempletely scparate
identitics; neverthelegss LCD had received impulses from CSCT and could tiake a positive
contributinn to its follow-up.

40, Delcgations stressed the importance of cnergy questions for countrics in the
region. They felt that the establishment of the Senior Advisers to LCL Governments
on Lnergy, which had iecently held their third session, had been fully justificd and
that, under thc nandate given to it by the Commission in decision B (XXXIV) this body
could play an important role in future consideration of cnergy problems in the region.
One delegation stated that it should be quite clear that ecst Buropean countries were
not more intercsited than western countries in internestional co-operation in the fiecld
of encrgy and thot the development of such co-operation would be of mutual benefit

to 211 partizipating countries. The holding of an all-Duropean Confercince on encrgy
could serve, in poxticular, to identify new possibilities for implementcotion of
large-scale nrojects of mutual interest,

41, ©Sone delegations congidered thot the Senior ALdvisers had now fulfilled the part
of their mendate concerning exchange of information ond should now embark upon more
substentive activities. In noarvicular, these delcgations felt that the Cormission
should ask the "enior Adviscrs to initiste the preparctory work for a high-level
meceting on cnergy. One delegation suggested that the high-level meeting should take
place by 1982 at the latest. Another delegation considered that a close link betirecn
the Senionr Adviscrs' work progrcume and the preparation of the high-level mecting was
a prerewuisite fni the continued existence of this ad hoc body.

42, Other delegations considered that the study presented to the Senior Advisers
contained deficiencies which nceded to be corrected bhefore the study could we
considercd to have fulfilled the poals set for it by the Seninr Adviscrs. In their
opinion, the ctudy should be revised, up-dated and improved on the bhasis of new
information supplied by Govermments. lleny delegations cxpressed their willingness to
cn-operate fully with the secretariat for the improvenent of the study. One delegation
welconed the Jenior LAdvisers! recomuendation to start deliberations the more
substentive motiers reloting to conservotion and rational use of energy.
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A3, licny delcgations welecnmed the steps taken os a result of the High-Level ilecting
within the Franework of the TCL on the Protection of the Environmment, of the

signature of the Tonventinn on Long-flange Transboundary Air Pollution ond the

adoptinn ol the Declarction on Low— and Hon-wraste Technology cnd the Re-utilization
and Recycling of Vlnstes., DLome delegations expressed their concern ot the esmoll number
of ratifications of the Tonvention and ot rccent indicotvions vhich would imply that

not 2ll signotories werc cqually interested in an corly ratificatinn. They strongly
urged all signatories to move ropidly vn ratify the Convention, SHome delegations
sirongly emphasined the need for follow-up nf the Zonventinn throueh zoncrete

measures. llany delegations expressed their apnreciction of the setting up of the
Interim Dxe~utive Bndy to carry out the review of policies and sitrategics for the
apnatement of air »nollution and vo exomine ectivities related to the provisionol
implementation of the Convention. The continued cctivities of the co-opcrotive
programne Ifnr monitoring and evealuetion of long-range tronsport of air pollutants (EHEP)
were also welcomed by many delegetions. It was noted that the secretariat would renort
to member countrics on the financicl situntion of the EIEP. Some delegations gupported
the decision that a trust fund for voluntary contributions be set up to help finance
IMEP and annnunced their ovm willingness to contribute fto such a fund,

A4, Bevercl delegotions also welcomed the implemencotion of the Declarction on

Low- and Uon-veste Technnlogy ond Re-utilization and Recycling of Wastes., 4 number

of delegations suggested that further work be undertclien on the protection of flora and
founa.

45, Vith regard to woter pnllution, support woas expressed by o number of delegotions
for the work being undertaken by the Committce on Vater rroblcus cnd the benior Advisercs
to DCE Govermments nn Enviromuenteol Problems to implement the Decloration of Policy

on Prevention and “ontrol of vWater Pollution, notably with repard to monitnring and

evaluation of transhoundory watcr pollution,

A6,  Several delegations drew attention to the many immortont problcms in the field

of transport, to the significont role of the Commission in this area and to the
desirebility of undertoking further cctvivities. Gome of these delegations considered
that the importance of the problcs mentioned should cncourage LCE to hold a high-level
meeting on trensport and repeated their proposal that prenarctions for such o mecting
should he ctorted.

AT, In the ~2ontext of over-all inlond transport questions, tno Iollowing spnecific
sugrections were made:

p]

()

prenarcd:

. comnichensive study of the trensport situation in Durope should be

¢

(v) he question of the facilitotion of international treaffic, in narticular ol
transit traffic, chould be included among the subjects for prinrity study and a set
of rulegs apwlicable to trancsit tralffic should be estoblished;

gty

(c) 70 ghould devote grecser attention to navigavle wvaterwoys and railrozcd
trenspnrt end o deeisieon tclien nn the prencration of a special stvdy regoarding the
current situation and relotive advantages of waterweys and railweys, cspecially for
gsouthern Durope.

A8, lieny delerntionn expresced their cppreciation of the work being done in
co-nperation with Uil on nrojests sush ag the Dnnube-Aegean cnd Denube-Oder-Elbe
waterveys ond the Trans-Luropecn Horth-South liotorway, vihich wrould provide a link
with the road systens of other regions.
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49. Some delegations referred to the difficult economic situotion experienced by all
countrics of the region which had implications for the development of world trade and
called for increased international co-operation.

50. It was recclled that the promotion and development of trode had clways been one
of the most important arecs of ECE's work. For many years, the Commission hed paid
attention to the identification, reduction and progressive climination of various
obstacles to the expansinn of trade. Some delegations noted with great concern an
increase in protecitinnist measures and restirictions, in particular discriminctory ones.
Some delegations supnorted an increase in the flow of economic ond administrotive
information and promoting business contacts. Snome delegations hoped that agireement
would be reached on the access of small end medium—sized enterprises to merkets in
stete-trading countrics, Some delegations also hoped that progrcss would be mede,
under the auspices of the Committee on the Development of Trede, on the question of
compensation trade. Several delegotions proposed that ICE in their view should
consider condemning the usc of "embargoes" as "sanctiong" in the field of trade
relations, of discriminatory practices and the use of economi~ meosures for political
purposes. One delegation pointed out that there was broad prccedent for the use of
economic gonctions as a meons of expressing strong views on conduct unacceptable to
the international community, and that there was wide international acceptance of such
a practicc.

51. Some delegetions expresged interest in indugtrial co-operation as an effentive
way of promnting trade, which could exert a stabilicing effect on economic reletions.
In particular, it was cuggested that it would be useful to examinec, within the
fremevork of the “ommigcsion, cXperience in application of long~term programmes of
east-west co=nperation.

52. ©some delegoations strongly supported the proposal for the crecation of an ECDE
Inforumation Centre for Industrial Co-operation, princinally for the benefit of

south European countries, other ECL countries which werc developing from the economic
point of view ond other llediterrenecn countries. The main tasks of the Uentre would
be to act as a clearing house or intermedicry between enterprises (prineipally small
or medium-sized cnterprises) wishing to participate in industriel co-ovweration
activities and to ofler conculting end advisory services with regard to controct
negotiations.

5%. Appreciation wos expresscd of the secretariat study of the ecnnomic consaquences
of migrant labour in the ICE region and it was suggested that this subject be
maintained in the programme of work.

54. Several delegotions stressed the importance that they attoched tn the
Comnigsion’s work in the field of science and technology end called for the
strengthening of the Senior Ldvisers vhrough new forms of east-west co--nperction,

It was proposed thos n~utstanding scientists and leading resecrch institutes
participate more in the work of the Commigsion. It was also suggested that the links
between the Senionr Advisers to LCE Govermments on Gecience and Technology and the

-

Senior Beconomic Advisers to ICE Govermments be strengthened.

55. One delcgation expressed its support for the work of the Conference nTf
Juropean Statisticions on promotinn of internationcl comperisons of mein economis
agagregates amnng BCD countrics; including comparisons betwecn countrics with
different social cnd cconomic systems.
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56. The progremme of work of the Working Party on Engineering Industrics and
Automation was approved in principle although it wes felt by some delegations that
the Working Party should be more active. A suggestion was made thot electronics
should be included in its programme of work.

57. Reference was also made to the long-term projections prepared by the Senior
Economic Advisers as well as by other Principal Subsidiary Bodies. There was
considerable possibility for further integration of the Commission's activities in
this field. It was felt that the cross-sectoral review of concentration and
integration of the Commigsion's programme of work was a useful tool which could
lead to further streamlining of the »nrogromme: as most of the broad arcas of
activity hod now been reviewed, it might be worth considering whether and how such
a review should be carricd out in the future. The suggestion was made that at the
thirty-seventh session, the review should cover the Commigsion's activities on
energy questions.

58. With respect to the Commission's programme of work in general, onc delegation
felt that too mony meetings were plonned, meking it difficult {for smaller countries
to participote effectively., Other delegations felt that more emphasis should be
placed on action-oriented, practical work and less on the exchange of information.
Another delegation considered that the Commissinn should re-exomine regularly the
technical work carricd out by the Principal Subsidiary Bodies, since some of this
work did not appear to be appropriate for the Commission.,

59. DGeverel delegations mentinned the importance they attached to the efficient
conduct of LCE activities. Considoration should be given to more efficient use of
resources, particularly in a period of financial stringency. The only mcons by
which the “ommission could meet new demands and optimize the effcctiveness of the
progremmes under wey was by consolidation and rationaliczation. Thesc delegations
welcomed the Lxecutive Sccretary's intention to continue to plon for "zero growth'
of resources in recal terms for the forthcoming biennium,

60. Delecgations regretted that the medium~term plan for 1984-1989 had not been
available carly enough for thorough study by the many departments which sheuld be
involved. Several delegations considered that this important proposal required
careful considcration., Other delegations felt that in the circumstances it should
not be adopted by the Commission as sufficient time hod not been available for
thorough discussion. In any cose, flexibility would be necessary ond the plan
might have to be recadjusted. One delegation considered that the plan as presented
could be improved in a number of weys as it did not have a sufficicent mediwi-term
or gloval perspective. In the view of this delegation, it was also somevhat
repetitive without supplying essential details. Govermmental supcervision should
be ensured through on annual review process.

51. A draft resolution on the work and futurc activities of the Commission and the
proposal in regard to the holding of all-Furopean congresses or inter-state
conferences on co-operation in the field of protectinn of the cnvironment,
development of trensport, and energy, submitted by the delegationg of IPrance and
Polend, was adonted by the Commission at its twelfth meeting (for the toxt, see
chapter IV, resolutinn 1 (XXXVI)).
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Resolutions becring on the work of the Commission adowicd
by the Liconomic and Social Council and the
General Assembly

(agenda item 4 (b))

62, Tor the consideration of this item the Commission had before it the
Executive Secrctary's note L/ECE/1017 on the resolutions bearing on the
of the Commission sdopted by the E~onomic and Social Council and the
General Asscmbly.

63. One delegeation commended the Sxecutive Secretary for drawing to the attention

of the Commission Generol Asscmbly resolutinn 55/46, proclaiming the 19305 ags the
Second Discrmoment Decade. A number of other delegetions cxpressed their appreciation
of the fact thet BCL was participating actively in the implementation of

General Asscmbly resolutinns 35/18, proclaiming the period 1981-1990 as the
International Drinking Vater Supply and Sanitation Deccde; 35/36, proclaiming the
Third United Notions Development Decade, starting on 1 January 1931; ond 55/204
convening the United Hations Confercence on Mew and Renewable Sources of Enerpy.

Commigsion's contribution to the United ilotions programmes
desimod to cssist developing countries

(awenda item 4 (c))

64. Tor the consideration of this item, the Commission had before it the
Executive Secretary's note n/DCE/1018 on the Commission's contribution to
United Hations programmes dcsigned to assist developing cnuntries.

65. Scveral delegations considered that ZCT member countries hod & responsibility
to contribute to programmes designed to assist developing countries. Attention was
drawn to the specific problems facing ECE member countries which were developing
from an econmnic point of view, such as access to markets of developed countries,
developnent of industrial and technological co-operation, promotion of exports,
balance of payuents deficits and debts, growth of unemployment and regulation of
the migration of the labour force. BSeveral delegations considered that BCC should
intensify its activities for these countries, both by undertcking projects
specifically intended for them and by taking their specific neceds into account in
other projecis.

66. Some delegotions sugpested thoat activities should be intensified for example

in the fields of alternctive energy sources, trode, industry, transfer of technolngy,
rationol use of water and aspects of co-operation of special interest to
Ilediterrancen countries. The decision of the Zommittee on the Development of Trade
to prepare a comprehensive study of the economic develomment ol southern Luropc
since the Second World Vor was welcnmed,
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Co~onerction with other international organizctions

(agcnda item 4 (d))

67. Tor the consideration of this item, the Commission had before it the
Executive Lecretary's Note D/]CE/IOH/.

63. Some delegations referred with appreciction to the existing co-operciion with
other United Illotions organizations, such as UMDY, UNEP, FAO and V0, a3 well as with
the MDA and the DO, DBpecial refercnce was made to the UIDP- yuDOOLued inter-country
projects in Jurope, notably the Trons-Buronean Horth-South lintorway (TUM), the
interconnection of the olcctric power transmission systems of the Brolkan countries
and the projected Da nnbc/Aoge 1 novigable waterwvay link.

69. Statements were maode under this item by representatives of UNEP, UNIDO and WHO,
who informed the Commicsion of activities in their orgonizations relevant to ECH
programme or vork.

70. The representative of the CIEA secretariat described how the CIEL continued to
assist the Tommission in implementing the relevant provisions of the Final Act and
gave e detailed series of examples of his orgenizotion's contributions, in particular
with regard to energy and enviromment. Toking this into considerotion, certain
delegations ermressed their sctisfaction with the Jjoint programmes end projects
involving the OMEL ond the ECS, Taking into account the ever-increasing significance
of the energy problecis for the further economic develnpment of the SCI countries, the
1A repre entative further supported the views of the delerctions who spoke in favour
of the Soviet promosal to convene a high-level cll-Duropecn conference on chergy.
Sharing the view on the necessity to pay due attention tn the development of trans
infrastructure, he underlined, in this comnection, the urgent nature of the propos
tn convene a high-level all-Durownecn conference on co-operation in the field of
transport.

po*c
2l

Concentration °nd integration of the
Comnmission's nrogrammes of work

(agenda iten 4 (e))

71, Thig ivenm was allocated by the Plenory to the Sessinnal Tommittee for
prelininory considcrction. The Committee had belnre it the report by the
Lxecutive Secretary on the implementotion of decision A (XXXV), in respect ol
activities in the ficld of ccononic projections {rom the point of view of
concentration, intcgration and co-ordination (F/uCu/lnoo) The report had been
reviged in the light of the comments made by the Senior Jlconomic Advisers to
BCL Govermmcnts at their gscventcenth session.

72. In introducing this item, the Exccutive Secretax id thot this was the fourth
year thot the Commission would discuss a mojor area from the point of viev of
concentration end integration. The secretariat's anal;sis had shovn that work in this
area had renerally prncecded foird J satisfoctorily, but thot there werc, nevertheless,
certain shortconings vhich were outlined in the renort. It chould be recognized that
the verious Principel Subsidicry Bodies had different objectives and different smpesific
tasks which required different apnroashes to projections. But the Fenior Deonomic
Adviscrs had responcibility for projectinns work in the OCE as a vhole ond there wos
some nced to synchronize and hormonisze the centire operavion.
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75. The Bxccutive Secretary pointed out that sccretariat studies sometimes found
differing assumptions amon- Govermments concerning, fox instence, growth rates, or the
effect of cnergy conservetion pnlicics. While this was tn be cxpecicd he felt that Ior
on international organicatinon which numbered fifteen Frineipcl Subsidiary Bodies, such
a state of affairs was not cntirely normel. The objective should be for all

Principal Subsidicry Bodies to work out o common sct of cssumptinns. These should

be formuleted and discussed by the Henior Icononic Advisera.

T4+ Tor ECE as o whole a central time horizon for niojections was necessary and the
years 1990 and 2000 should scrve as o guide for all Principel Subsidiery Bodics. The
secretariat had made some progress with respest to a common date base and hod
established o commnn dote bank.

75. LAn attempt would be made to achieve o greater integration than in the past of the
work of the various Principal Subgsidicry Bodics in the {ield nf projections, but the
difficultice in this respect had to be recognized and some time would be rcquired to
produce results.

6. In view of jthe specinl impnriconce attaching to the sphere of energ the delegation
D T g P &Ys &
nf Romonio cuggested thot cnergy should be chosen as the topic Tor the anclysic, at the
hirty-seventh session, » he concenbration a integrati T the mission's
thirty i , of tl centration and cegrction of the Cormission's
progromme or work.

77. During the cnsuing discussion there wes general agrcement on the anelysis and
suggestions contained in the Dxecutive Lecretary's report. Ioriticular emphasis wes
given to the desirobility of closcr integrotion of the work of the various Principal
Subsidicyy Bodies in the field of projections since this should sirengthen BCL'g
capacity for work on projcctions.

78. 1The delepation of the USSR supported the view of the LDxccutive Secretary, cxpressed
in hig nnening statement, that joint research work, especially between the Senior
Econnmmic Advisers cnd the Senior Advisers on Incrgy, was of porticulor importance; and
that Joint seminairs between the wenior Leconoric Advigers and the Senior Advisers on
belence and Technnlogy should be encouraged., In this connection, howvever, the
delegation of Conada and the delegatinn of the United Kingdom, cneaking on beholf of

he Duropean Bennnmic Community, cxnressed the view that joint mecetings and seminors
were desiravle only where they obviacted the need for two separate meetings on similor or
closely releted topics: given the rinancial constroints within wvhich the Commission
worked, additional meevings for their own sake were notv fovoured. he delegotinon of the
USSR considered that the noin aim of the Lenior Bconomiec Advisers' further activity
would be research on the impact of east-west econnmic co-operation upon the future
econonic and socicl develomment of the LCE region and 2lso supported cloger linlko
between the mocro-vrnjcections and the cnergy, trade and transport nrojecvions.

7¢. The reoonncibility of the benini BSconnmic Advisers in bringing about grecter
co-ordination and integratinin between the Principal Bubsidiary Bodieg! prnjections wns
emphasiced. The view was exnhressed that it woas the task of the Senior Dennomic Advisers
to BCL Govermments tn »nrovide the necessary guidence to the Princinal dubgcidinry Bodies
concernced for the sectoral inputc necded in the macro-projections. The delegation of
Sweden sugrested thot woys should be found for ensuring that elfforts to achicve bhotter
integration continued, in view of the fact that such ottempis hod in the past tended to
fade with tiuc: Tbasically the rcoponsibility for co-nrdinstion should rest with the
Senior Ticononic Advisers, but perhaps a specicl working group nisht be set up Inr this
pUIPNSE.

C
e

80, A dreft decigion nn concentration and integretion of the Commission's progremnc of
work, cubnitted by the delegations ~f Poland and the United Kingdon of Great Britain cond

Northern Ireland, was adopted by the Commission at its twelfth mecting (for the toxt,
see chopter IV, docision A (KXXVI)).
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Work of the Principal Subsidiary Bodies of the Commission

(agenda item 4 (f))

8l. The account of the preliminary consideration of subitem 4 (f) by the
Sesgional Committee is contained in paragraphs 82 to 265 below,

Committee on Agricultural Problems

82. The delegations participating in the discussion of the report of the
thirty—-second session of the Committee on Agricultural Problems (ECE/AGRI/57)
generally agreed that the Committee had taken up topical questions and presented a
well-balanced programme to deal with contemporary economic, technological and
scientific problems which were of interest to most countries. The programme thus
presented a good basis for joint efforts to further develop agriculture in the ECE
region and for multilateral co-operation in implementing the relevant provisions of
the Final Act of the CSCE, The intensive work carried out in the past year had
clearly indicated the many problems to be solved and the utility of the Committee
and its subsidiary bodies. The Committee should aim at a further improvement in
its work in depth, in line with the priority interests of member countries, and with
new projects only taken up when existing ones were terminated.

83, Particular emphasis was given to the exchange of scientific and technical
information and experience under the auspices of the Committee in the form of
symposia. technical reports and study tours and through the FAO/ECE Working Parties,
a work which was of great interest also to countries in other regions. Most countries
were faced with the task of applying science and technology in the agricultural
sector which increased the need and possibilities for an extensive and intensified
international exchange of experience and co-operation. Energy problems and
environmental protection were rcpeatedly mentioned as priority areas. The
delegation of the Buropean Economic Community stressed the need to achieve a better
balance in the provision of information by all member States with regard to
statistics for production, trade and productivity in agriculture in order to assist
the secretariat of the ECE in presenting a more balanced report on European trade in
agricultural products. The delegation of Hungary Hroposed further work on the role
of co-operatives in agriculture and the delegation of the Ukrainian SSR suggested
that biological measures of plant protection be considered. Thec hope was also
expressed that the programme of study tours would continue,

84, The declegations of Romania, Spain, Turkey and Yugoslavia referred to projects
which were of particular importance to member countries developing from the economic
point of view., The delegation of Romania expressed interest in the discussion of
problems connected with agricultural development in developing countries and in
co—operation between countries for a wider utilization of modern technologies; it
felt that international organizations should use all means at their disposal to
achieve real progress in solving the food problem and in building the new
International Economic Order. The delegation of Turkey pointed out that developed
countries also faced economic problems which foreshadowed a negative impact on
agriculture in the long run, and that the improvement of agricultural

policies was as urgent as in other sectors; for develoning countries the main
problems were productivity and marketing, agriculture having to compete with industry
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for investment financing and being faced with the problems of urbanization on the
national level and of protectionism on the international level; the success of
ECE's work on agriculture would depend on hou far it could contribute to
eliminating these shortcomings. The need to liberalize agricultural trade was
stressed also by the delegation of Romania.

85. Several delegations specifically welcomed the efforts of the Committee to
co-operate closely with other ECE bodies (in particular through the joint activities
with the Committee on Water Problems), with FAO and its organs for the Buropean
region and with other international or regional organizations concerned with
agricultural problems in general and vith international trade standards. The
representative of FAO expressed his appreciation for the excellent relations with
ECE which found their formal expression in the joint Division and Working Parties
and the Jjoint organization of FAO's Regional Conferences for Europe.

86, The delegation of Switzerland expressed its appreciation of the special lecture
on agriculture and energy and voiced the hope that algo for future lectures the
nroblems dealt with would be of general interest.

87. The following detailed comments were made on the programme of work of the
Committee:s

Work area 02.1l: Iong-term trends and perspectives

02.1.1. The delegation of the USSR wvas interested in a periodic review of
long-term developments. The delegation of Hungary suggested that the
survey of the 1980 agricultural tendencies in the region could be the
first step for long-term projections, to be followed by forecasts
for 5, 10 and 15 years which, due to the dependence on natural conditions,
would contain more factors of uncertainty than those in other branches.

02.1.2. The delegation of Yugoslavia was interested in co-operation with the
Senior Economic Advisers to ECE Governments.

02.1.3, Long-term perspectives for agriculture in southern Europe were of
interest to the delegation of Yugoslavia.

Work area 02.2: Current developments and short- and medium-term prospects, including
international trade

02.2.1. The delegations of Bulgaria and the Ukrainian SSR considered that the
review of current developments and trade should be continued. The
delegation of the EEC felt that countries should help to achieve more
balanced statistical information for the whole region, and the delegation
of Switzerland felt that this would give a more solid basis for the
analysis.

02.2.2, The delegation of Bulgaria found the market reports to be of great interest.
the delegation of the EEC considered that the new presentation should be
retained, and the delegations of the EEC and Switzerland felt that the
statistical annexes should be as complete as possible and better balanced.

02.2.%. The study of commodity problems of special interest to the member countries
which were developing from the economic point of view was supported by the
delegation of Yugoslavia. The delegation of Spain announced that it
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02.2.4.

Work area

would submit a new proposal for a study on out-of-season horticultural
products to the next Committee session which it hoped would be of interest
also to importing countries without creating problems of competition.

The delegations of Bulgaria, Czechoslovakia, Spain, Turkey, the
Ukrainian SSR and the EEC expressed their general interest in the
standardization work and the delegation of the USSR the importance of
standards for produce of animal origin.

02.5: Selected economic and technological problems

02.35.1,

02.5.2.

02.3.3.

02.3.4.1.

OZ.B.‘;LQBG

02.3.4.5.

02.5.5.

Viork arca

Work on agrarian structure and farm rationalization in general was
mentioned specifically by the delegations of Finland, the German
Democratic Republic, Romania, Spain, the Ukrainian SSR, Yugoslavia and
by the EEC, the project on alternative agricultural production by the
delegation of the USSR and the rational use of natural resources by the
delegation of Yugoslavia, The delegation of Spain would prepare an
annotated outline for its proposal to study the improvement of living
conditions in rural regions.

The importance of work on agricultural mechanization and in particular

on energy problems was mentionod by the delegations of Bulgaria, the
Byelorussian SSR, Czechoslovakia, Finland, the German Democratic Republic,
Spain, the Ukrainian SSR, the USSR and by the EEC.

The delegation of Bulgaria was very interested in marketing problems,

Studies relating to all aspects of soil fertility erosion and
recultivation were of great interest to the delegations of Bulgaria, the
Byelorussian SSR, Romania, the Ukrainian SSR amd the USGR.

he delegations of the Byelorussian SSR and the USSR will actively
participate in the next fertilizer symposium.

Rational land use was of great importance to the delegations of the
Byelorussian SSR, Romania, the USSR and Yugoslavia.

The joint activities with the Committce on Water Problems were welcomed
by the delegations of the Byelorussian SSR, Hungary, the Ukrainian SSR
and by the EEC.

he delegations of Bulgaria and the USSR were very interested in the
projects relating to animal husbandry, large livestock holdings and
feeding methods.

02..4: Lnvironmental problems relating to agriculture

The importance of dealing with all aspects of environmental protection
was underlined by the dclegations of the Byelorussian SSR, Czechoslovakia,
Hungary, Romania, the Ukrainian SSR and the USSR.



F./1981/5%
E/ECE/1030
page 19

Work area 02.5: Statistics

All efforts to improve and harmonize agricultural statistics were
welcomed by the delegation of the USSR and by the European Lconomic
Community.

88. With reference to the Medium-term Plan for 1984-1989 the delegations of the
Byelorussian SSR and the USSR felt that a full analysis of the most important problems
should be carried out. In their view activities in the field of science and
research, relating :n particular to the rational utilization of natural resources in
agriculture and to the connection and links between agriculture, environment and
energy should be reflected more fully.

89, A draft decision on joint projects relating to water problems in agriculture,
submitted by the delegations of France and Hungary, was adopted by the Commission
at its twelfth meeting (for the text, see chapter IV, decision B (XXXVI)).

Chemical Industry Committee

90, For the consideration of this item the Sessional Committee had before it the
report of the thirteenth session of the Chemical Industry Committee (ECE/CHEM/33).

91, It was pointed out that the chemical industry in ECE member countries
represented a significant grouth industry exceeding the growth rate of all
manufacturing industries. It played a vital role within the national economies.
For this reason dcelegations attached great importance to the work of the Cormittee
and its potential for making an important contribution to the development of the
chemical industry of the region.

92. All speakers expressed their genceral satisfaction with and appreciation of the
Cormittee's activities and it was felt that the existing work programme was well
balanced. Special recognition was given to the statistical work done, in
particular the Annual review of the Chemical Industry and the 5S5-year survey on
Market Trends and Prospects. These publications had become an important and
indispensable source of information and were widely uscd in the planning operations
of member countries. Pogitive comments were made on the progress of the three
studies currently under way: on trade in chemical products among ECE member countries,
on the influence of envirommental protection measures on the development of
pesticide production and consumption, and on prospects for the development of
carbo-chemistry in the ICE region, On the first of these, the delegation of the
United Kingdon, spealting on behalf of the European Economic Community, drew
attention to the necessity for all countrics to respond fully and quickly to the
questionnaire so that the secretariat could present a true and representative
nicture of intra-regional trade, He also expressed the vicu that the conjuinction
of carefully selected prcjects with allowance for the availability of member
countries' resources wvould continue to ensure the cfficiency of the work of the
Cormittec.,

93, Appreciation was expressed to the Govermment of Bulgaria for orgarizing the
Seminar on Management and Managencnt Information Systems in September 1980 in Varna.
Similarly, appreciation vas exprcessed to the Goverament of Austria for organizing
the study tour following the thirteenth sesnion of the Comnittee.
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94, The delegations of Norway, Turkey, the Ukrainian SSR and the USSR voiced a
positive appraisal of seminars and study tours as being important activities for
fostering close co-operation among ECE member countries. The Commission was
informed of the state of preparations for the forthcoming Seminar on Process
Automation in the Chemical Industry to be held in Noordwijkerhout (Netherlands) at
the end of April 1981,

95. The delegation of Czechoslovakia mentioned that consideration was being given
by its Government to the hosting of a Seminar in 1982 on the rational use of crude
0il and its derivatives as raw material for the chemical industry and stated that a
draft programme was being prepared. The delegation of Finland announced that the
topics selected for the study tour following the fourteenth session of the Committee
were: solving environmental problems in oil refining and petrochemistry, and the
chemical industry and the forest industry.

96. The delegations of Bulgaria, the Byelorussian SSR, Czechoslovakia, Finland,
Norway and the USSR favoured the publication of a compendium of material presented to
and arising from three Seminars held under the auspices of the Committee, i.e. the
Seninars on Forecasting, Planning and Programming in the Chemical Industry

(1979, Poland); on Management and Management Information Systems in the Chemical
Industry (1980, Bulgaria); and on Process Automation in the Chemical Industry

(1981, Netherlands).

97. The delegation of Bulgaria expressed the wish that the Commission, at its current
session, recommend to UNDP to create, in the period 1982-1936 a regional Balkan

centre for management and automation in the chemical industry. Such a centre could
make a vital contribution to the further development of the chemical industry in this
area by initiating new technologies and modern management methods, training for
gpecialists, research and development in automated production and environmental
problems.

98. The delegation of Romania said that it would be of genuine interest to identify
the unused production potential of certain plants and to bring it to the knowledge
of ECE members in case any countries might be interested in providing work for such
plants.

99. The following detailed comments were made on the programme of work for 1981-1985.

Work area 03.1: Medium and long-term perspectives

03.1.1. Particular interest was attributed to this project (Czechoslovckia,
German Democratic Republic, Romania, Ukrainian SSR, USSR, and Yugoslavia).

03.1.2. This was considered to be a valuable project (Bulgaria)
03.1.3. Interest in this project wvas expressed by Bulgaria.

Work area 03.2: Current developments and prospects including international trade

03.2.1. This project was found valuable by Hungary and Yugoslavia.

03.2.2. The importance of thig project was emphasized by the delegations of
Bulgaria, the German Democratic Republic, Hungary and Romania.
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03.2.3. The importance of this project was specially enmphasized by the delegations
of Bulgaria, the German Democratic Republic, Romania and Sweden.

03.3%.1. )

03.3.2. ) The delegation of Romania expressed its interest in these projects.

03.3.3. This was considered as a valuable project by Yugoslavia.

Work area 03.4: Selected environmental and resource saving problems

03.4.1., Special interest was voiced by the delegations of Bulgaria, the
German Democratic Republic, Romania, Turkey and the USSR.

0%.4.3. The importance of this project was emphasized by the delegation of
Bulgaria.

Work area 03.5: Statistics and information

03.5.1. )
03.5.3.
100. The delegations of Bulgaria, the German Democratic Republic and the USSR
emphasized the importance of having the results of studies circulated within the
shortest time possible, since data; if they became available wvith too long a delay,
proved obsolete and useless.

These were considered to be useful projects by Bulgaria and Czechoslovakia.

101, Regarding future projects for the pericd 1982/83 the following suggestions were
made for new work or special cmphasis in the execution of the projects:

implementation of new technologies in the chemical industry (Byelorussian SSR);

- continuing activities in the fields of utilizing vastcs as raw materials
(Byelorussian SSR);

- greater emphasis should be given to aspects of various energy sources as raw
materials for the chemical industry (Hungary):;

- the Chemical Industry Cormittee, at its fourteenth session, should take
account of the agreed objectives of the Third United Nations Development
Decade (Romania)

~ concentration on policy-oriented studies and projects dealing with long-term
perspectives and structural changes (Sweden);

- the chemical industry and its role in food production (USSR);

~ non-wvaste technologics in the chemical industry (USSR);

- standardization of chemical products and project packaging (USSR).
102. With regard to the lMedium-term Plan for 1964-1989, the delegation of the USSR,
supported by the delegation of the Byelorussian SSR, suggested the inclusion of
topics such as the place and role of the chemical industry within the national

economy; the role and place of the chemical industry in food production; and
labour productivity in the chemical industry.
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Coal Committee

103, For this item, the Sessional Cormittee had hefore it the report of the
Coal Cormittee on its seventy-sixth session (ECE/COAL/AT).

104. The delegations which spoke noted that, as a result of the growing role of
coal in the world energy supplys the task of the Coal Committee was becoming
increasingly important and that it offered a suitable framework for international
co~operation in that field.

105, Delegations expressed satisfaction with the results of the Committee's activities
during the period under review and cormented favourably on its methods of work.,

They welcomed the results of the fifth session of the Meecting of Directors of

National Mining Research Institutes, held at Dubrovnik (Yugoslavia) from

22 to 25 Lpril 1930, and the study tour which had taken place in the United Kingdom
from 14 to 21 September 1980, The delegation of Bulgaria emphasized the inportance

of the ad hoc Meeting on Puels of Low Calorific Value to be held at Sofia at the

end of April. They expressed satisfaction with the Coal Committece's co-operation
with other bodies of the Commission, particularly in connection with the Seminar on
Improved Techniques for the Extraction of Primary Forms of Lnergy.

106, Delegations generally approved the Coal Committec's prograrme of work for
1980-1985.,

107. Delegations cormented as follows on projects within the scope of the Coal
Cormittee's activities:

Work area O/.1: Medium and long-term prospects

The delegations of Belgiun j/ and the USSR exnressed interest in all the
nrojects in this sector.

04.1.1. The delegations of Belgium, Bulgaria, Romania, Sweden and Yugoslavia
exprcessed interest in this project.

04,1.1.3. The delegation of Romania proposed that special attention should be
given to this project component. The study on this topic should be
corpleted as early as possible.

Work arca 04,2: Current developments and prospects, including international trade

04.2.1.1. The delegations of Belgium, Bulgaria, Sweden, the USSR, the United States
and Yugoslavia exprcessed interest in this project.

The delegations of the Ukrannian SSR and the USSR expressed the viev
that projects 04.2,1,1. and 04.2.3%.1.should be merged.

é/ Whenever the delegation of Belgium is mentioned in the paragrephs vhich
follow, it should be noted that it expressed the views of the European Lconomic
Cormunity.
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The delegations of Bulgaria, Romeaia and the United States expressed
interest in this project. Romania expressed the wish that studies
carried out within the framework of the project should be extended to
problems connected with the application of long-term trade cgreements
relating to coal supply.

The delegation of Yugoslavia expressed interest in this project.

04.3: Selected economic and technological problens

I

O4—.3.1l

04.3.1.3.

04.3.2.

04.3.4

OA-IB'/!‘.]-'

04.3.5.1.

Work arca

The delegations of Belgiun, Bulgaria and Yugoslavia expressed interest
in this project.

The delegations of Hungary and Yugoslavia expressed interest in this
project.

The delegations of Belgium, Bulgaria, the German Democratic Republic,
Hungary, Turkey, the USSR and Yugoslavia expressed interest in this
project.

The delegation of the German Homocratic lenablic emphasimed the snecial
importance of these projects.

The delegations of Bulgaria, the German Democratic Republic and Turkey
stressed the importance of this project.

The delegations of Bulgaria, the German Democratic Republic, Hungary,
Poland, the USSR and Yugoslavia exprcssed interest in this project.

The delegatiors of Belgium, Bulgaria, Hungary, Romania, Turkey and the
USSR expressed interest in this project.

he delegations of Austria, Belgium, Poland, Romania, Sweden, Turkey

and the USSR expressed interest in this project. The delegation of
Romania stressed the importance it attached to the technigue of
underground gasification of low-grade coal. It exvressed the wirh to see
the concept of '"low-grade" coal appear in the prograrme of work. The
delegations of Poland and the USSR expressed the view that the creation
of an IECE co-ordinating centre on coal gasification and liquefaction vould
nake for rmuch more effective co-operation in that field.

The delegations of the German Democratic Republic, Poland and the USSR
expressed interest in this projext. The delegation of the USSR remarked
that the good results obtained through the co-operation of several
international organizations in the preparation of a new coal classification
should encourage the Cormittee to apply the same nethod of vork to other
subjects.

04.4¢ Selected environmental and resource-saving problens

Odeliels

Work area

The delegations of Belgium, Bulgaria, Sweden, Turkey and the USSR expressed
interest in this project.

The delegations of Belgiun and Bulgaria expressed interest in this project.

04.5: Industrial co-operation

The delegation of Belgium expressed the vish that work in this area
should be continued and even intensified.



£/1981/53

E/BCE/1030

page 24

04.5.2. The delegation of Turkey expressed the view that the Committee's
activities in this field should be expanded, particularly for the benefit
of the Mediterranean countries.

Work area 04.6: Statistics and information

The delegations of Belgium and Bulgaria expressed interest in this work
area.

04.6.2.4. The delegation of the USSR expressed the view that this project should be
deleted, as it was already covered by other bodies of the Commission. The
publication of quarterly bulletins of coal statistics was not necessary
either; as had been pointed out at the Coal Committee's seventy-sixth
session.

108. Delegations proposed that the following topics should be added to the
Committee's work prograrme :

Preparation of an international classification of coal resources and coal
reserves (Poland);

Creation of possibilities of transfer of mining know-how from countries with
a developed technology in that field to countries which might wish to acquire
such knowledge (Poland);

Study of new techniques of burning coal, particularly low-grade coal, with a
view to achieving increased yield and better environmental protection (Romania);

Mechanization and automation of methods of winning and roadway support in
thin steep seams (Ukrainian SSR);

Preparation of a set of measures to prevent sudden outbursts of coal, rock and
gas (Poland, Ukrainian SSR);

Study of mining problems in deep mines (high temperatures, roadway maintenance
without reconstruction work, improvement of ventilation) (Ukrainian SSR);

Present state and prospecis of improving labour productivity in the coal
industry: effect of the introduction of modern management techniques on
improving productivity (Ukrainian SSR);

Preparation of coals intended for coking; reduction of the sulphur content
of solid fuels; utilization of wastes from coal extraction and use
(Ukrainian SSR); :

Environnentad problens arising fronm activities of the coalnining industry
(Ukrainian SSR);

Application of mathematical methods and introduction of data processing in the
coalmining industry (Ukrainian SSR);

Tachnical progress in the mechanization and automation of roadway drivage in
coal and stone; increase in the share of roadways driven by mechanized
techniques (USSR);

Effect of the mechanization and automation of auxiliary operations aimed at
increasing the productivity of a face or mine (USSR);

Problems arising from coal transport in the light of the growing role of coal
in the future (Austria, Belgium, Finland, Romania).
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109. The delegation of Romania felt that the Coal Committee's activities and, in
particular, those comnected with project 04,1.1, work area 04.2, project 0.4.3.4. and
tne two projects in work area 04.5, should be very closely co-ordinated with the work
of the Senior Advisers to ECE Governments on Energy. This should be reflected in the
programme of work of the Committee for 1981-1986. The Belgisn delegation also
stressed the need for effective co—ordination of the Coal Committee's programmes with
those of other Principal Subsidiary Bodies of ECE dealing with energy questions
(Senior Advisers to ECE Governments on Energy, Committee on Gas, Committee on
Electric Power).

110. The delegation of the USSR requested the Coal Cormittee to make every effort to
avoid duplication with other Principal Subsidiary Bodies.,

111. The delegation of the German Democratic Republic stressed that it attached great
importance to the fact that the sessions of the Meeting of Directors of National
Mining Research Institutes were held regularly and that it gave high priority to
questions of mechanization and automation of winning and transport in opencast mines
ag well as to problenms of more efficient coal utilization.

112, The delegations og Turkey and the United States highly commended the work of

the Working Party on Coal Trade as the only international body uith members from both
east European and vestern countries vhere international coal market problems were
discusced.

11%, The delegation of the United States expressed the view that the work of the
Group of Experts on Coal Statistics night be facilitated by the introduction of
conputer processing for the collection of information relating to coal.

114, The delegations of Sweden and the USSR said that they attached great importaice
to the future holding of a symposium on the use of waste from coal working and
preparation (04.4.2.1). The delegation of the USSR expressed the viev that symposia
on that subject should be held pericdically at intervals of three or four years.

115, The delegation of Finland considered that, in the interests of a better balance
of the Coal Committee's work prograrme, more importance should be attached to coal
consunption and transport and less to production problems; greater emphasis sheuld

also De given to itrade and econoniic aspects, vhile the volume of wvork done on
technological and technical matters should be reduced, Long-tern fluctuations should

be examined in greater depth instead of only short-ternm fluctuations, as had been the
casc s~ far.

1156. The delegation of the Ukrainian SSR expressed the vieu that projects 04.1.1,
04,1.2 and 0.1.2.2, one nf the main purposes of vhich wvas to supply information to the
Senior Economic Advisers tc ECE Govermments, should be vorded ncre precisely.

117. The delegation >f the USSR noted that the Medium-term Plan 198.J-1989, in its
subprogramne on coal, did not directly roflect Goneral AoSGHle res lution >A/224.
The plan should he discussed at scssions of the Coal Committee's subsidiary vodies
and at the next seszion of the Cormictee itself. A proposal summing up the results
of the discussion should be submitted tc the next sescion of the Commission. This
plan veuld repeat the preogramme of vork for 1931-19385 yithout reflection of
priorities. .As a preliminary proposal, the delegation of the USSR suggested the
inclusion of the following topics;

(a) Beonemic and technical aspects of development of coal deposits at preat
depths;

14 -

(») Dcemomic and teclhmnical aspects of deve loping and exploiting coal deposits
uith complex geological conditicns, jincluding low grade mines and mines vith stecply
gloping srans.
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Conference of Buropean Statisticians

118. Discussion of this item was based on the report of the twenty-eighth session of
the Conference of Buropean Statisticians (ECE/CES/16) describing the Conference's
activities during 1979/80 and setting out its programme of work for 1980-1985.

119. Delegations participating in the discussion expressed their Govermments!
satisfaction with the high quality of the work of the Conference. It was felt that
the Conference had succeeded in adapting its programme of work to the relevent
provisions of the Final Act of the CSCE. The programme of work of the Conference
was fully integrated into the work programme of the Commission as a whole and
constituted an important element in the promotion of co-operation between ECE
member countries.,

120, Several participants stressed the importence of the work of the Conference for
the improvement of national statistics.

121, The role of the Conference in promoting the co-ordination of statistical
activities in Burope of intergovermmental agencies was welcomed. In particular,

the fully satisfactory results of the increased co-operation betieen the CMEA and
ECE secretariats in various fields were mentioned, as was the increasing scope for
such fruitful co-operation between the Statistical Office of the Furopean Communities
and the ECE secretariat. It was stressed thet the achievement and maintenance of
the fullest possible co—ordination of the work of intergoveirmmental organizations
wes indispensable .in order to avoid unnecessary duplication of efforts.

122, The importance of the existing close co-operation between the ECE secretariat
and the United Nations Statistical Office was stressed, and the contribution of the
Conference to the work of the United Nations Statistical Commission was emphasized,
together with its impact on the solution of the statistical problems of developing
countries.

123, Vithin work area 12.2 (Orgenization and operation of statistical services),
particulaer interest was expressed in the work of the Conferencce concerning the use
of EDP for statistical purposes carried out by the Working Party on Electronic Data
Processing and at Seminars on Integrated Stotigstical Information Systems. It was
stressed that these two ongoing activities needed careful co-ordination. The
ECE/UNDP intercountry project on the use of computers for statistical purposes and
the design and development of cutomated statistical information systems (Statistical
Computing Project) was welcomed. Several delegations stressed the importance for
national statistical offices of joint efforts to develop new statistical software
and noted that the results of the Project would be of help not only to participating
countiries, but also to developing countries.

124.. The role of the discussion at the plenary sessions of the Conference of subjects
vhich were of general interest to national gstatistical offices was stressed by a
number of delegctions. In their view, great importance should be given to the
discussion of methodological problems and to the exchenge of experience on the ways
and means to improve the gquality of statistics, their reliability and their
timeliness, and to ensure a better co-ordination between the producers and the users
of statistics, so as to ensure that the needs of the users ere fully taken into
account,

125. Refercence was nade to the Seminar on Statistical Data Collection and Processing
Systemg under New Conditions, scheduled to be held in Moscov in September 1981,
vhich was the second one for heads of national statistical offices and constituted
an appropriate follow-up to the Seminar on Statistical Services in Ten Years' Time,
held in 1977.
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126. Vithin work area 12.3 (Development and harmonization of economic statistios),
great importance was attached to the work of the Conference in the field of
international comparisons, development and linking of the SNA and MPS national
accounts and balances, energy statistics and the elaboration of conversion keys
between the United Nations and CMEA classifications of activities, goods and services
and foreign trade statistics.

127. Several delegetions underlined the importance of the worl: on the European
comparison within the ICP framework. The role of the Conference in assisting and
promoting bilateral or multileteral comporisons between countries with different
economic and social systems was stressed.

128. It was emphasized that due atfention should be paid not only to facilitoting
the comparison of actual date between the SNA and MPS national accounts and balances
systems, but also to further developuent of both systems and to the co-ordination of
other economic and social statistics with national accounts and balances. The
progress achieved in the work on the conversion key between the SITC and SFTC weas
welcomed by many delegations, and the need for further work on other conversion keys,
particulaxly betiveen the clagsifications of economic activities, was emphasized.

129. Attention was drawn to the need for continuing work on energy statistics. The
development of definitions and of a nevw format for over-all energy balances were
welcomed.,

130. The need to extend the work of the Conference on economic statistics to cover
new areas was mentioned; particular attention was given to work on statistics of
engineering industries and of sutomation.

131, Importance was also attached to work on social and demographic statistics

(WOrk area. 12.4) which should focus on the development of definitions and
classifications for concepts which were equally valid for countries adhering to
different economic and social systems., In addition, links betwcen economic, social
and demographic statistics should be further elaborated with o view to their
co-ordination.

132. The work on envirommental statistics (work area 12.5) was identified as another
area to which high priority should be given. The co—operation of the Conference
with the Senior Advisers to ECE Governments on Environmental Problems in this area
was commended. Several delegations welcomed the interesting results achieved at
the Seminar on Envirommental Statistics, held in WVarsaw (Poland) in September 1980,
The Seminar had identified a number of methodological problems on which further woxrk
should be undertaken and presented proposals for a revised progremme of worl, which
should result in further improvements in the work of the Conference in this area.

133. Delegetions participating in the debate cxpressed their general approval of the
programme of worlt of the Conference of European Statisticians for 1980-1985. The
following detailed comments were made with regard to this programme:

Vorlz area 12.1: Regional statistical co-operation

12.1.1. The delegation of Romenia was of the opinion that the publication of a
statistical yearbool: for LCE countries should ve further considered.
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12.1.2.

12-1.4.

0]

The delegations of Bulgaria, the Byelorussian SSR, Czechoslovakia,
the Ukrainian SSR and the EEC attached great importance to the co-ordination
of the statistical activities in Europe of intergovermmental organizations.

The delegations of Canada and the United States emphasized the importance
of the co-operation between the Conference and the United Nations
Statistical Commission and the benefits that developing countries may
derive from the results of statisticel worlt performed within the ECE region,

Vork area 12.2: Organization and operation of statistical services

12.2.1.

12.2.2.

12-2030

The delegationsof Bulgaria, the Byelorussian SSR, Czechoslovakia, the

German Democratic Republic, Hungary, Romania, the Ukrainian SSR, the USSR
and the EEC stressed the importance for national statisvical offices of the
work on the use of computers and modern information technology for
statigtical purposes. The delegations of Bulmeria and the USSR drew
attention to the need to co-ordinate the work of the Vorking Party on EDP
end of the ISIS Seminars. The delegations of Bulgaria, Czechoslovakia,
Pinland, the German Democratic Republic and Romania expressed great interest
in the ECE/UNDP Project on Statistical Computing. The delegation of Canada
noted that it would contribute to greater success if as many countries as
possible would join the project.

The delegations of Bulgaria, the Byelorussian S8R, Czechoslovakia, Romania,
the Ukrainian SSR and the USSR considered that worlk on methodological
problems, and particularly on the improvement of the reliability, quality
and timeliness of statistical information should continue.

The importance of the discussion at the sessions of the Conference of
selected subjects related to the organization ond operation of statistical
offices was mentioned by the delegations of Bulgaria, the German Democratic
Republic, Romania and the United States. The need for a careful
preparation of these discussions wo.s underlined by the delegetion of the EEC.
The organization of a second Seminar principally designed for heads of
national statistical offices was weclcomed by the delegations of the
Byelorussian SSR, Canada, the German Democratic Republic, the USSR, the
United States and the EEC.

Vork area 12,3: Development and harmonization of economic stetistics

PO el R

12.5.2.

The delegations of Bulgoria, the Byelorussian SSR; Czechoslovakia, Finland,
Hungery, Romania, the USSR and the EEC considered that high priority should
continue to be given to the further improvement of the comparability of
statistics and particularly to the development and linking of SNA and MPS
national accounts and balances systems. The delegation of the USSR
congidered that worlk on the co-ordination of other economic statistics with
notional accounts and balances should also continue to be given priority.

Strong support for the conduct of bilateral and multilateral international
compairisons (of basic economic aggregates, such as consumption, capital
formation, national product and income, productivity and suitable indicators
of conditions of life) was expressed by the delegoetions of Finland, Hungary,
the Ukrainian SSR, the USSR, the United States and the EEC. Particulor
refercnce was made to the regional comparison within the ICP fromework by
the delegations of Finland, the United Stetes and ®EC. The development of
a systen of indicators characterizing the economic and social development was
suggested by the delegation of Romania.
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12.3.7.1.
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12.3.7.4.

12.35.7.5.

12.3.7.6,
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Great interest in the hammonization of statistical nomenclatures and the
development of conversion keys between United Nations and CMEA
classificetions of economic activities and of goods and services was
expressed by the delegations of Bulgaria, the Byelorussian SSR, the
Ukrainian SSR and the EEC.

The importance of the work on the development and testing of the conversion
key between the SITC and the SFTC was underlined by the delegations of
Bulgaria, the Byelorussian SSR, the Ukreinien SSR and the EEC,

The delegation of the EEC considered that high priority should be given
to worlt on consumer price statistics as a means to promote international
comparisons, on consumer prices and on measures of the volume of
consunption,

Interest was expressed in the work on agricultural statistics by the
delegations of the Byelorussian SSR and the USSR,

The delegations of the Byelorussian S8R, Czechoslovakia, the German
Democratic Republic, Romanie, the USSR and the LEEC considered that high
priority should be given to the work on energy statistics. The progress
towards the setting up of over-all energy balances vas welconmed by the
delegations of Hungnry, the Ulrainian SSR and the United States.

The delegations of the Byelorussian SSR and of Romenia stressed the
importance of work on statistics of science and technology; the
delegation of the EEC considered that this project should be given
Jover priority.

The delegotion of the EEC mentioned that this topic could be expected to
grow in importaonce.

The delegation of the EEC suggested that lower priority should be given
to enterprige statistics.

Work area 12.4: Development and harmonization of social and demographic statistics

12.4.1.

12-4-2-

12.4.3.

12.4.4.1.

The importance of the work on the framework for the integration of social
and demographic statistics was stressed by the delegations of the
Byelorussian SSR and Romania.

Great interest was expressed in the development and harmonization of
statistical nomenclatures in this area by the delegation of the EEC.

The importance of the work of the Conference on population and housing
censuses was stressed by the delegations of the USSR and the EEC.

The delegation of the Byelorussian SSR stated that it attached priority
to work on manpower statistics.

Work area 12.5: Development and hammonization of environmental and related statistics

12.5.1.

The delegations of Bulgaria, the Byelorussian SSR, Finland, the
German Democratic Republic, Hungery, Romania and the USSR, considered
that high priority should be given to work on enviromnmental statistics.
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The importance of the development of frameworks for environmental
statistics was underlined by the delegation of the United States. The
delegations of Romania and the USSR considered that links with other
systems (economic, social and demographic statistics) should be developed.
The need for methodological studies was mentioned by the delegation of
the USSR. The delegation of Finland felt that more systematic
consideration should be given to the projects of the Senior Advisers on
Environmental Problems on envirommental information by statistical
experts and the Conference. The importance of the results of the
Varsaw Seminar for future work was noted by the delegations of Bulgaria,
Canada, Hungary and the Ukrainian SSR.

12.5.4. The importance of the work on the draft standard international
clagssification of land use was stressed by the delegations of the
Byelorussian SSR and the United States.

1%34. With regard to the Medium-term Plan 1984-1989, it was mentioned that the
programme of work of the Conference included work in various areas of economic,
social, demographic and envirommentsl statistics, aimed at improving the quality of
the statisticel information and developing the comparability of statistics between
countries with different economic and social systems. The delegation of the USSR
suggested that the medium-term plan should make provision for further work on
statistical standards and studies.

Committee on Electric Power

135, For the examination of this item, the Sessional Committee had before it the
report of the Committee on Electric Power on its thirty-ninth session (ECE/EP/35).

136. Delegations which spoke expressed satisfaction with the results obtained by the
Committee and its subsidiary bodieg during the period under review. It was noted
that the Committee had enhanced its role in the development of co-operation among
BCE countries in the field of electric power.

137. Several delegations noted with satisfaction that the Committee had established
close links with several international orgenizations having activities in the field
of production and distribution of electric power. Such co-operation should be
encouraged within the framework of the Committee's work,

138, Many delegations referred to co—ordination of activities and co-~operation among
the various Principal Subsidiaxry Bodies in the interests of increasing the efficiency
of work and avoiding duplication. Mention was made, in particular, of the
importance of improving and strengthening links with the Senior Economic Advisers to
ECE Govermments and the Senior Advigsers to ECE Govermnments on Enexrgy.

139. The United States delegation stressed its interest in the Committee's review of
the electric power situation in the ECE rcgion and the Annual Bulletin of Electric
Fnergy Statistics for Burope; it suggested that the Committee should study the
possibility of using data processing in the preparation of its studies.

140, All the delegations which spoke recognized the importance of the Cormittee's
activities in the field of medium-term and long~term prospects for the electric power
industry. They thanked the Govermment of the United Kingdom for the invitation to
hold the Seminar on the Medium-~term and Long-term Prospects for the Electric Power
Industry in London in October 1981. Governments were invited to participate
actively in the Seminar.
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141, The delegations of Bulgaria, the German Democratic Republic, Turkey and the USSR
expressed their support for the Committee's activities in the field of electric

power production. The delegation of Sweden informed the Sessional Committee that

in February 1981 the Swedish Government had submitted to Parlioment a draft decision
on energy policy providing for the construction of six new nuclear reactors, in
addition to the six at present in operation, during the 1980s. It was envisaged
that the operating period of those reactors would be limited to the year 2010, when
the last reactor would be stopped. Several delegations spoke in favour of extending
by onc day the annual sessions of the Group of Experts on Electric Power Stations to
enable the Group to intensify its worlt in the field of nuclear power production.

142. Many delegations mentioned problems relating to the Committee's activities in
the field of interconnection of the electric power transmission systems of Buropean
countries.

143, The delegations of Bulgaria, Czechoslovakia, the Germen Democratic Republic,
Hungery, the USSR and Yugoslavia exphasized their interest in the study of the
interconnection of electric power transmisgion systems between countries of western
and eastern Europe.

144, The delegations of Bulgaria, Greece, 4/ Romania, Turlkey and Yugoslavia welcomed
the results obtained by the Co-ordinating Committee for the Interconnection of the
Flectric Power Transmission Systems of the Balkan Countries. The studies had been
carried out within the framework of a multilateral co-operative effort and concrete
results had been achieved on the basis of co-operation between the countries
concerned. The action undertaken by the Balkan countries was guoted as an example
of a means of developing interconnection on a broader scale at the European level,

145, The delegation of Greece recalled the statement made at the thirty-ninth session
of the Committee by the representative of the EEC expressing certain reservations
about the usefulness of preparing a study on interconnection of electric power
systems for the ECE region as a whole. In its view, interconnection based on
bilateral co-operation between neighbouring countries represented the best approach
at the present time,

146. Some delegations expressed the wish that the Committee should undertake detailed
studies on the use of new and renewable sources of energy for electricity production
and on the rational use of energy by both consumers of electric power and producers
that were major consumers of primary sources of energy. They expressed interest in
expanding the mandate of the Group of Experts on Distribution and Rural Electrification
to include studies relating to those two fields.

147. The delegations of Austria, Bulgaria, the German Democratic Republic, Greece,
Hungary, Romania, Turkey, the USSR and Yugoslavia expressed the wish that the
Committee should expand its activities by undertaking a study on the application of
new technigues and technologies in the field of the production and distribution of
electric power with a view to improving the efficiency of those activities. As an
example, mention vas made of the study proposed by Austria at the Committee's
thirty-ninth session on the use of high-voltage direct-current techniques for the
transmission of electric pover. The Seminar on the Utilization of Direct-Current
Techniques for the Balkan Interconnection, to be held at Belgrade (Yugoslavia) from
16 to 18 April 1981, wap well received by delegations.

4/ ilhenever the delegation of Greece is mentioned in the following veragraphs,
it should be noted that it expressed the views of the Buropean Economic Community.
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148. All delegations participating in the discussion reaffirmed their interest in
the activities conducted by the Committee as part of the study of the relationship
between electricity and the enviromment, Specific proposals were made concerning
the development of those activities. In the present context of industrial
development of ECE countries, protection of the natural environment was considered
to be a problem of great importance in view of the proliferation of electrical
installations regarded as major land users and powerful sources of pollution.

149. The delegations of the Byelorussian SSR, the German Democratic Republic and the
USSR expressed interest in the Committee's active participation in preparing topics
for inclusion in the agenda of a high-level European meeting on energy.

150, Delegations commented on ceritain work areas and projects, as follows:

Work area 06.1: Medium-term and long-term prospects

06.1.1. The delegations of Bulgaria, the German Democratic Republic, Greece,
Hungary, Sweden, Turkey and Yugoslavia empvhagized the importance of
the Seminar on the Medium-term and Long-term Prospects for the Electric
Power Industry.

06.1.5. The delegation of Romania proposed that the description of this project
should be supplemented to indicate that the Committee would transmit to
the Senior Economic Advisers any information it might deem useful in
preparing the document on economic prospects.

Work area 06.2: Current developments

06.2.1. The delegation of Yugoslavia expressed interest in this project.
06.2.2, The delegation of Bulgaria expressed interest in this project.
06.2.3. The delegation of Greece took note of this project.

Vork area 06.3: Selected technological and economic problems

06.3.1. The delegations of Romania and Yugoslavia emphasized the importance of
this work. The delegation of Greece stressed the particular value of
developing nuclear as well as coal-fired electric power stations. The
delegation of Turkey expressed interest in the topics related to nuclear
power production.

06.3.1.1. The delegation of Bulgaria expressed interest in this topic.

06.%.1.2. The delegation of the USSR suggested that this project should be
extended to include nuclear power stetions.

82'2'1';'% The dclegation of Bulgaria expressed interest in these topics.

06.3.1.6., The delegation of the German Democratic Republic expressed particular
interest in this Seminar,

06.3.2. The delegation of Turkey steted that its country was interested in

projects in this field.
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06.3.2,2. The delegation of Greece said that the study of hydroelectrical potential
showed the revival of interest in this renewable source of energy. The
delegation of Yugoslavia stressed its country's interest in this project.

06.3.3.2, The delegation of Bulgaria expressed interest in this project.

06.3.4. The delegation of Turkey said that its country was interested in the
problems covered by this project.

06,3.4.2. The delegation of Hungary said that it was in favour of extending the
scope of this project.

06.3.6. The delegation of the USSR said that the extension of this project to
include nuclear power stations and general applications was worth
considering.

06.3.8. The delegation of Turkey said that it attached great importance to
organizing a seminar on this subject.

Work area 06.4: Interconnection of electric power transmission systems

The delegations of Bulgaria and Romania said that they attached great
importance to this work area.

06.4.1. The delegations of Bulgaria, Hungary and Yugoslavia cxpressed interest
in this project.

06.4.5. The delegations of Bulgaria, Greece, Yugoslavia and Turkey cxpressed
particular interest in this project and stressed the iwportance of the
results already obtained. The delegation of Greece mentioned the project
as an example of the method that should be adopted in studies on
interconnections of European systems,

06.4.9. The delegation of Greece toolz note of this project.

Woxlt avea 06.5: Problems of improving efficiency

The delegation of Turkey expressed interest in the study of problems of
efficiency in the electric power industry. The delegation of Romania
proposed that studies similar to those on the rational use of electricity
in rural areas should also be undertaken for other sectors of consumpvion.
The delegation of Yugoslavia said that this work area was of particular
interest.

06.5.1. The delegation of Bulgaria expressed interest in this project.

06.5.1,4. The delegation of Romania proposed that the studies on'improving
efficiency should be expanded to include the problems specific to all
major users, including the special problems of electric power production
and transmission. To this end, it proposed that the project concerning
electric power losses in distribution networks should also cover problems
relating to losses at power stations and in transmission networks.
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06.5.2, The delegation of Bulgaria expressed interest in this project.

06.5.2.1. The delegation of the USSR suggested that this project should be
xtended to nuclear power stations.

06.5.3. The delegation of Greece said that the combined production of electric
power and heat contributed tovards the more rational use of energy
regources., The delegation of Sweden expressed the view that questions
relating to this field were essential and that his country'!s experience
might be of interest. The delegotion of the German Democratic Republic
expressed particular interest in this project.

06.5.4. The delegation of Bulgaria expressed interest in this project.
06.5.6. The delegation of the German Democratic Republic expressed interest in
this project and in its extension to include the production of

electric power.

Work area 06,6: Environmental problems

The delegations of the German Democratic Republic and Hungary expressed
particular interest in this work area.

06.6.1.11. The delegation of Swveden emphasized the importance of the work done in
this field.

151, It was proposed that the following topics should be included in the Committee's
progremme of worlk:

Improving the reliability and economy of large conventional and nuclear
pover production units (German Democratic Republic)s;

Technical aspects of the use of nuclear power stations for the desalination
of sea water (USSR);

Study of the combustion processes of organic fuels and elaboration of measures
to reduce discharges of nitrogen oxide into the atmospnere (USSR);

Study of prospects for the use of lou~grade coal and shale in electric power
production (USSR).

152. Delecgations generally approved the Committee's programme of work for 1981-1985,

153, The delegation of the USSR drew attention to the particular importance of the
Mecium—term Plan 1984-1989 and its role in the future activities of the Committee on
Blectric Powers it expressed the wish that the Committee should examine that plan
in depth at its next session. It also suggested that consideration should be given
to the possibility of including the following studies in the plan for 198.-1989:

Direct conversion of thermel power into electricity;

Transmigsion of electric power over very long distances by means of new
technologics, for instance, the use of superconductivity methods.
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The delegation of the Byelorussian SSR suggested that the Committee should also
xemine the possibility of including in the medium-teim plan a study on the use
of nev and renewvable energies with particuler reference to possibilities of
improving the electric power industry's impact on the enviromment.

Committee on Gas

154, The wvork of the Committee on Gas wes discussed on the bagis of the Committee's
report on its tventy-seventh session (ECE/GAS/SO).

155. Delegations appreciated the important work carried out by the Committee and
agreed that the exchange of information, experience and views on various problems
of the gos industiy had proved very useful. They generally found the activities
of the Committee well-balanced and approved the prograrme of work for 1981-1985.

156. It was generally agreed that, in spite of conservation and other nmeasures to
limit consumption, demand for natural gas in the ECE region would continue to
increase. Consequently, it wes important that the Committee actively pursue
technical co-operation through studies, seminars and study tours in respect of
resource assessment, recovery, utilization ond consumption, and provide relieble
statigtical date.

157. The represcntative of Austria referred to the proposal of his delegetion at
he thirty-fifth session to initiate work on the import of natural gas from the
Middle East to Durope, and stated that, after further consultations it had been
found that such a large-scale project was, unfortunately, not viable under present
circumstances. The representative of Turkey suggesteld that the Committee should

consider engesing in operational activities and thought it wise to continue
congideration of the possibility of importing natural gas from the Middle East.,

158. Tie representative of the Netherlands 2/ referred to the 1982 Vorld Gas
Conference, to be organized by the International Gas Union (IGU) vhich would provide
a good occagion for the Committee to expand co-operation with IGU in order to avoidce
duplication in certain fields of activity. He referred to the possibility, in the
future, of carrying out studies on unconventional gases, e¢.g. from shale,
geopressured brines, tight formetions, and coal geams. He also referred to the
possibility of close co-operation betircen the Committee on Ges and the Senior Advisers
to ECE Governments on Energy, the Coal Committee and the Committee on Electric Power
in such fields as conservation probleuns, coal gasification, and envirommentcl
problens. He suggested that officers of these Principal Subsidiary Bodies meet and
draft a paper on such co-cperation pogsibilities,

159. The representative of the Byelorussian S3R thought that increased activities of
the Committee would contribute to solving some regzional enersy problems and should
be consideved by 2 high level meeting on energy. The renresentotive of the

5/ Vhenever in the following varasvaphs the delezetion of the Netherlands is
mentioned, it should be noted thet it expressed the vious of the Furopean Econonic
Communiey.
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Netherlands said that it was premature to consider the convening of such a high
level meeting, and that the Sessional Committce was not the appropriate body to
consider such an idea.

160, New projects suggested for inclusion in the programme of work of the Committee
were:

- 7role of gas in meeting energy demand taking into account the prospects
of development of conventional and non-conventional sources of energy
and environmental problems (Byclorussian SSR);

- problems of interest to ECE member countries which are developing from
the cconomic point of view (Turkey);

-~ fuel-energy expenses linked with the transport of ges (USSR);
- methods of improving gas recovery from underground gas storages (USSR);
- study of the ways and means of procurement of gas from sources located
in distant areas, e.g. from the Middle East and North Africa to be
undertaken in co-operation with the other regional commissions (Yugoslavia);
— analysis of various possibilities which would contribute to more
intensive and long-term co-operation, particularly in the procurcment of
modern technology in the exploration and production of gas (Yugoslavia).

161. The following comments were made on the Committee's programme of work:

Work area O7.1: Medium and long-term prospects

07.1.1. The representatives of Bulgaria, the German Democratic Republic,
Switzerland and Yugoslavia supported this project. The delegation of
the Netherlands suggested that the symposium on tendencies in the
devclopment of the gas industry and gas markets in the ECE region for
the period up to 2000 be organized along the lines of the Symposium on
the Gas Situation in the ECE Region around the Year 1990, held in 1978.
He added that the outcome of the forthcoming symposiun would have an
influence on the gas and energy policies of ECE Govermments. The
rcpresentative of Sweden reported on his country's futbture natural gas
plans up to 1993 and said that the work of the Cormittee would be
closely followed. The reprcesentative of Turkey thought that this
project should be examined in a more global context, taking into account
all gas availabilities.

07.1.2. The representative of the Netherlends said that spccial attention should
be paid to the possibilities of co-operation with the Senior Advisers to
ECE Governments on Energy.

Work arca 07.,2: Current developments and prospects, including trade

07.2.1. The representatives of Bulgaria, the Byelorussian SSR, Switzerland and
Yugoslavia attached special importance to this projecct. The representative
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of the Netherlands urged Govermnments to taxe part in the Symposium on
the LPG Situation in the ECE Region during 1980-1990, to be held in
Dublin (Ireland) in September-October 1981. The United States
representative stressed the importance of this Symposium and added that
the new projects concerning LPG were important because that particular
type of gas could play an important role in meeting fuel requirements
in those less~developed areas that lacked a gas distribution system.

The representative of Yugoslavia attached importance to intraregional
trade in gas.

Work area 07.3: ©Selected economic and technological problems

07.3.1.

07.3.2.

07.3.5.

07.3.8.1.

07.%.8.3.

07.3.8.4.

07.3.9.

In general, the representatives of Bulgaria and Yugoslavia attached
importance to the studies undertaken within this work area.

The representative of the Netherlands drew attention to the fact that
gas was replacing oil in many cases. He suggested that a survey be
carried out on these replacement pogsibilities. Such a study, if
undertaken, should include the advantages of gas, as well as its price
and availability.

The representative of the USSR expressed interest in studies relating

to peak shaving facilities. The representative of the Netherlands said
that storage of large quantities of LPG deserved serious study, and
added that the storage of two gases in one underground storage facility
should also be considered in such a study.

The representatives of the Ukrainian SSR and the USSR expressed interest
in the development of underground gas storage facilities.

The representatives of the Byelorussian SSR and the Ultrainien SSR
expressed interest in the use of hydrogen.

The representatives of Switzerland and Yugoslavia considered this
project very useful. The representatives of the Byelorussian SSR,
the Ukrainian SSR and the USSR suggested that a group of experts be
set up to study the problems of exploitation of gas fields in offshore
areas and sea transport of gas.

The representatives of the German Democratic Republic, the Netherlands,

Switzerland, the Ukrainian SSR, the USSR and the United States expressed
particular interest in the Seminar on the Exploration for Gas Fields in

the ECE Region (Geology and Geophysics), to be held in Hanover

(Federal Republic of Gemmany) in May 1981.

The representatives of the German Democratic Republic and the USSR
expressed special interest in coal gasification work. Close
co-operation with the Coal Committee would yield useful results.
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07.%.11. The representatives of the Ukrainian SSR and the USSR expressed
interest in the studies on "Exploration for natural gas in offshore
areas', "Measures of assessment of undiscovered natural gas resources",
and "Methods of cxploration of natural gas fields located at a depth
of 6-7 thousand metres".

Vork arca O7-4: Environmental problems

07.4.1. The representatives of Bulgaria, the Byelorussian SSR and the USSR
expressed appreciation of the work done within this area. The
representative of the Netherlands drev attention to relevant work
initiated by the Envirommental Consultative Cormittee of UNEP, which
was to meet in June 1981 in Paris (France) to discuss some of thesc
issucs. Duplication of work should be avoided in any event.

Work aree 07.5: Efficiency and conservation

07.5.1, The rcpresentatives of Bulgaria, the Byelorussian SSR, the
German Democratic Republic, Turkey and the Ukrainian SSR expressed
special interest in this project.

07.5.2. The representative of the USSR expressed interest in cnhanced recovery
techniques.

Worl area 07.6: Statistics and information

07.6.1. The representative of Bulgaria expressed appreciation of the statistical
wvork carried out. The representative of the Netherlands said that he
wes pleased to learn that the Group of Experts on Gas Statistics and
Forecasting Problems would meet cvery one and a half years., He added
that good policiecs very much depended on reliable ond up-to-date data.

07.6.3. The representative of Bulgaria cxpressed interest in the work of
investments in the ges industry. The representative of the Netherlands
said that since money was becoming more expensive, it would be
vorthwhile to study investment requirements in depth.

162. The delegation of the Netherlands stressed the importance of an equal and
balenced approach to all aspects of the geg industry, which should be reflected in
the progremme of worlk,

163. The delegatims of the Byelorussian SSR and the USSR, in commenting on the part
of the Medium-term Plan 1984-1989 relating to the Committee on Gas, suggested that
it be submitted to the Committee on Gas for discussion at its next session. The
outcome of this review should be considered at the next session of the Commission.
They suggested that fuel energy expenses linked with the transport of gas be
included as a preliminary topic.
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Committee on Housing, Building end Planning

164. In the discussion under this item, which was based on the report of the
Committee on Housing, Building and Planning on its forty-first session

(ECE/HBP/33 and Add.1l), delegations stated their positive evaluation and support

of the ezctivities of the Committee which had for meny years provided for fruitful
international colleboration. lleny delegations also pointed out the interest of the
Committee's work for countries outside the ECE region and commended the contacts
established with the other regional commissions and the United Netions Centre for
Human Settlements (UNCHS). It was noted with appreciation that Spein and Portusel
had arranged for Spanish and Portuguese versions of reports and publications prepared
under the Committee's auspices be made available to enhance their value for countries
outgide the ECE region.

165. The efforts made by the Committee to concentrate its activities on a limited
number of projects of special interest to member countries were noted with
appreciation. However, some delegetions felt that the Committee's programme would
benefit from a further reduction in the number of projects so as to facilitate a more
speedy conclusion of each project within the framework of the resources available.
Several delegations stressed the value to their countries of the seminars and study
tours organized under the Committee's auspices.

166. Delegations fully endorsed the strong emphasis in the Committee's wrogramme on
energy aspects of human settlements policies. The second seminar on this subject,
planned to be held in Sweden in 1982, the study on long-term energy use in human
settlements, the register of pilot and demonstration projects, the studies on
policies for energy conservation inbuildings and on energy issues in physical
planning end the inquiry on regulations, codes and standards relating to energy in
buildings were quoted as particularly valuable initiatives. Delegations also
expressed their satisfaction with the results so far achieved in the study of
problems and policies relsting to urban renewal and modernization of buildings, an
issue of key concern to IECE Governments at the present time. The Swedish
delegation stressed the importance of resesrch to support human settlements policics.

167. Favourable comments were made on the results of the following meetings and
study tours: the Fourth Conference on Urban and Regional Rescarch and the related
study tour held in France in June 1980; the study tour organized in the

Federal Republic of Germany in conjunction with the Committee's session in
September 19805 the Seminar on Citizen Participation in the Planning,
Implementation and Menagement of Human Settlements and the related study tour,
held in Yugoslavia in October 1980; and the tenth meeting of the Group of Experts
on Housing, Building and Planning Problems and Policies in the Countries of
Southern Europe, held in Spain in November 1980, Delegations expressed their
gratitude to the Governments which had provided host facilities for thesc events.,
It was also noted with satisfaction that representatives from developing countries
outside the ECE region hed participated in several of these events.

168. Delegations stated that they looked forward to the results of the Seminar on
Forecasting and Programming of Housing, held in Spain in Merch 1981. They also
expressed their interest in the work on housing management problems and in the
Seminsr on the Rclationship between Housing and the National Economy, planned to
be held in Czechoslovakia in the spring of 1982.

169, Favourable comments were mede on the over-all programme for the harmonization
of the technical content of building regulations. Interest was indicated in the
second Seminar on Construction in Seismic Regions, to be held in Portugal in
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October 1981, in the project on the working environment in the construction industry
and in the studies on energy conservation policies and related regulations and
standards. It was also felt that further work should be carried out on problems

and policies related to the mechanization of the building industry.

170. Referring to the activities of the Working Party on Urban and Regional
Planning and the Group of Experts on Urban and Regional Research, the initiative
to organize a joint discussion between the two bodies at their sessions in

June 1981 was welcomed. Interest was indicated, in particular, in the planned
further work on systems of settlements, integrated planning and energy issues in
planning.

171. The following detailed comments were made on the Committee's programme of work:

Work area 08.1l: Integrated settlements policies and strategies

08.1.1 The delegations of Bulgaria, the Byelorussian SSR and the German Democratic
Republic stressed the value of this project and the appropriateness of the
new part on "energy aspects of human settlements policiesg'" in the bi-annual
country monographs.

08.1.2 The delegations of the German Democratic Republic and Portugal expressed
their support for this project.

08.1.3 The delegation of the German Democratic Republic expressed interest in
this project.

08.1.4 The delegation of Portugal stated the usefulness of this project to its
country.

08.1.5 The delegations of the Byelorussian SSR, Canada, France,é/ the German
Democratic Republic and the USSR reconfirmed the vslue of the Committee's
work in thisg field.

08,.1.6 The delegations of the Byelorussian SSR, Bulgaria, Csznada, Finland, Irance,
the German Democratic Republic, Romania, Sweden, the United Stetes and
the USSR exypressed their strong interest and support for this project.

08.1.7 The delegations of Bulgaria, the Byelorussian SSR, Cinada, France, the
German Democratic Republic end the United States confirmed their continued
interest in this project,

08.1.8 The delegations of France, Portugal and Spain stated that this project
was of special interest.

08.1.10 The delegations of Bulgaria, the Byelorussian SSR, France and Sweden
expressed their satisfaction with the results so far achieved.

08.1.11 The delegations of Bulgaria and the German Democratic Republic expressed
interest in this project.

Work area 08.2: Urban and regional planning

08.2.2 The delegations of Bulgaria, the Byelorussian SSR, France, the
German Democratic Republic, Sweden and the United States expressed their
interest and support for this project.

§/ Whenever in the following paragraphs, the delegation of France is mentioned,
it should be noted that it expressed the views of the European Economic Community.
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The delegations of Bulgaria and France expressed interest in this project.

The delegations of the German Democratic Republic and the United States
expressed their interest in the work initiated on this project.

The delegations of the Byelorussian SSR, Bulgaria, Romania and the USSR
confirmed their interest in this project. The delegation of Romania felt
that it should include both a study of smaller settlements in rural areas
and of the over—all structure and hierarchy of settlements on the national
territory as a whole. It further felt that this project would be of
special interest to developing countries outside the ECE region.

The delegations of Bulgaria, France, the German Democratic Republic and
the USSR expressed interest in this project.

08.3%3: Housing policies

08.3.1.

08.3.2

08.3.3

08.3.4

08.3.5

08.3.7

Work area

The delegation of the USSR proposed that this project should be
discontinued as it constituted a duplication of project 08.1.1,

The delegation of the United States expressed interest in the planmned
further work on housing for the elderly and the handicapped.

The delegations of Bulgaria and France indicated interest in this project.

The delegations of Canada, France, the German Democratic Republic, Portugal
and the United States stressed the usefulness of this project.

The delegations of Bulgaria, the Byelorussian SSR, Csnada, Finland, Frence,
Portugal and Spain confirmed their continued interest in this project.

The delegations of France, the German Democratic Republic and Portugal
expressed interest in this project.

08.4: Building

08.4.2

08.4.3

0804-7

08.4.8.

08.4.9

08.4.11

The delegations of Finland and Portugal expressed their ;eneral interest
and support for all projects in this work area.

The delegations of Bulgaria, the Byelorussian SSR and the USSR indicated
interest in this project.

The delegations of Bulgaria, the Byelorussian SSR, France and the USSR
stated their interest in further work in this project.

The delegations of Bulgaria, Finland, France, the Germsn Democratic
Republic, the United States and the USSR expressed special interest in
this project.

The delegations of Bulgaria and Finland expressed interest in this project.
The delegations of Finland and France expressed their general support of
this project. The delegations of Bulgaria, Portugal and the United States
expressed special interest in the Seminar on Construction in Seismic

Regions, to be held in 1981.

The delegation of Bulgaria indicated interest in this project.
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172. The delegation of Finland stated that the Medium—term Plan 1984-1989 seemed

to be, in principle, clearly and correctly formulated as far as the area of human
settlements was concerned. However, more emphasis should be given to the exchange
of information between the ECE and the other regional commissions as well ag the
UNCHS which congtituted an important contribution to international development
co—operation. Furthermore, special emphasis should be given to energy conservation
in the description of "Problem addregsged” in subprogramme 4 "Building'.

Inland Transport Committee

173. For consideration of thig item the Sessional Committee hed before it the report
of the Inland Transport Committee on its forty-first session (ECE/TRANS/44).

174. In the light of that report, all delegations expressed appreciation for the
work accomplished by the Committee and its subsidiary bodies in 1980, which had
touched upon virtually all current transport problems in the ECE region,

175, The Committee's desire to adapt its activities to developments in transport was
unanimously approved, Many delegations felt that the excheonge of views which had
taken place in the Committee on the subject of transport policy trends had been
extremely fruitful and should be pursued systematically.

176. The need for a co-ordinated approach to problems concerning different modes of
transport was alsoc emphasized.

177. Because the solution of numerous problems appeared to fall within the competence
of responsible officials of the Governments concerned, several delegetions expressed
the view that the convening of a high-level meeting within the framework of LCE

on the transport situation in Burope hed now become a necessity, and expressed the
wish that work should start on the preperation of such a meeting and on the selection
of subjects for discussion. The delegation of the USSR expressed the opinion that
the Inland Transport Committec should be entrusted with the preparatory vork on
agreed topics for such a meeting, taking into account the mutual iuterests of all
countries of the ECE regiom.

178. Other delegstions were of the view that the Committee was the most appropriate
forum for discussing European transport problems and that any initiative aimed at
setting up another discussion forum was superfluous. The view was 2lso expressed
that the terms of the relevant Commission resolutions in that field should be
adhered to.

179. Most delegations considered that the European transport infrastructure might
already reach the limits of its capacity by the mid-1980s, and attached great
importance to efforts slready being made and still to be made in the future towards
improving it.

180, They noted the considerable progress made in the implementation of the
Trans-European North-South Motorwey Project (TEM) and in studies on navigable
waterway connections between the Danube and the Aegean Sea and between the Danube,
the Oder and the Elbe, which were of great importance for the whole region, and
expressed support for the future activities planned in that field.

181. Several delegations approved the development of activities undertaken by ECE
as an executing agency for projects supported by UNDP. They expressed satisfaction
concerning the usefulness of the experience thus acquired by ECE and felt that such
experience should be used for other specific projects of a regional nature. The
methodology evolved might also be useful for other regions.
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182. SBeveral delegations expressed their interest in infrastructure problems in
south-eastern BEurope and in the Mediterranean region, the problem of connections
with the Middle East and, generally, the elaboration of an infrastructure policy for
that region.

183. The delegation of Spain drew attention to the study of a fixed crossing of the
Straits of Gibralter and to links with Africa. The importance of relations with
ECA and ECWA was repeetedly emphasized in that conmection.

184. The capacity reserves that could be released by better utilization of the
possibilities offered by combined transport, piggy-backing and ro-ro systems were
also mentioned among the questions to be studied.

185. The representative of the Federal Republic of Germany welcomed the decision
of several other member States to ratify or accede to the 1975 Duropesn :greement
on Main Internationel Traffic Arteries (AGR). In that connection, he expressed his
Government's view that the Inland Trensport Committee should play an important role
in the development of the main links of the international railway network. That
proposal should be considered by the Working Party on Reil Treunsport in the light
of a UIC plan, for the main lines of the DBuropean railway network, incorporating
common technical standards, to be published about the middle of 1981.

186. Other delegations expressed the wish that the Committee intensify its
efforts in connection with the elimination of bottlenecks in railwey transwvort,
especially at border crossings.

187. All the delegations which spoke approved the Committee's request to the
Commission to invite member countries to harmonize the introduction and application
of summer time.

188. Several delegations stressed the importance of the studies aimed at the
elimination of disparities arising from the legal provisions applied to traffic on
inland waterways which are subject to intermational conventions.

189. Also on the subject of inland water transport, delegations expressed
appreciation of the work being done on the standardization of mnavigation rules,

the transport of dangerous goods, uniform technical requirements for inland watervay
vessels (the preparation of which was to be completed in 1981) and standardization
of ships' papers.

190, Delegations approved the initiative taken by the Committee to give special
attention to problems of economy and rational use of energy in transport in a
context of co-operation between transport modes.

191, The progress achieved in the preparation of a convention on the harmonization
of frontier controls vas noted with satisfaction and the hope was expressed that
the drafting could be completed during the current year so that the new Convention
might be adopted in 1982.

192. In that connection, several delegations stressed the importance of developing
a programme of simplification and facilitation, particularly for road transport.

193. Delegations expressed full satisfaction with the results achieved in the areas
of vehicle construction, road safety and the transport of dangerous goods.
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194. In that commection, they expressed some concern as to the resources available
to the secretariat for the continuation of work in areas where the uninterrupted
progress of the previous years should be maintained.

195. Various delegations, particularly that of Austria, drew attention to problems
connected with road transit traffic, especially with regard to the establishment

and operation of the infrastructures necessitated by such traffic, It was emphasized
that a multilateral solution was needed, since it would avoid restrictive measures in
the transport field conflicting with the efforts undertaken in the process of trade
liberalization.

196. The delegation of Finland placed special emphasis on the need to liberalize
international road transport to the greatest possible degree. Transport not being
an end in itself, but clearly an auxiliary activity serving trzde, the delegation
of Finland welcomed the decision of the Committee to endorse in principle the
Finnish proposal to establish a set of rules for transit transport by road as a
realistic step forward in the facilitation of intermational goods transport by road,
emphasizing at the same time that when working on the subject, mutual and reciprocal
interests should be taken into account in order to achieve results that are
beneficial for all parties. The delegations of Austria and Yugoslavia proposed that
a comprehensive study should be initiated on the transport situation in Burope.

197. Delegations made the following specific comments on the Committee's programme
of work for 1981-1985:

Work area 09.1: Medium—- and long~term perspectives

09.1.1 Importance wes attached to the work on trends with regsrd to transport
policy by delegations of the German Democratic Republic, the Ukrainian SSR
and Romania. The Romanian delegation reiterated its belief that combined
rail/road transport was of concern to most countries in Europe. The
delegation of Switzerland underlined that the promotion of combined
rail/road transport should lead to specific proposals. The delegation of
Yugoslavia expressed its desire that particular attention be directed
towards rail/waterway and combined transport. Some delegations attached
importance to studies on land/sea connections and other intermodal
connections.

Work area 09,2: Transport infrastructure and operations

The delegation of Hungary pointed out the necessity of a coherent Luropean
transport network.

09.2.1 The delegations of Hungary, Romania and the German Democratic Republic
reiterated their interest in this project.

09.2.2 The delegation of Romania attached importance to this project.

09.2.5 The delegation of Romania expressed strong interest in this item especially
as it was related to the experience gained from TEM.

09.2.7. The delegation of the German Democratic Republic attached importance to
this project.
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Work area 09.3: Facilitation of International Transport

Special attention was drawn to the importance of this item by most
delegations which underlined its importance for trade and development.

83';';3 The majority of delegations indicated particular interest in these

09:3:4) projects

09.3.5 The delegations of Hungary and the Ukrainian 3SR attached importance to
this project.

09.3.6 The delegation of the Germen Democratic Republic thought the Committee
should continue work on this project.

Work area 09.4.: Transport Safety
The majority of delegations emphasized the importance of trangport safety
and expressed their support for the work being done in this area.

09.4.2 The delegation of Romania supported continued efforts on this issue.

09.4.3 The delegation of the German Democratic Republic considered work on this
project was important,

Work area 09.5.: Environmental and resource-saving aspects
The delegation of the United Kingdom;Z/ Hungary and Bulgaria stressed the
necesgssity of attention being directed to the protection of the environment
and limitation of pollution.

09.5.1 The delegation of the German Democratic Republic thought emphasis should
be placed on energy conservation and environmental protection in the field
of transport.

09.5.3 The majority of the delegations underlined their interest in this project.

198. The delegation of the USSR stated that, in accordance with the decision of the
forty~first session of the Committee, the USSR Government would submit proposals
concerning the whole of the Committee'!s programme of work for 1981-1985 at the
meeting to review the programme of work to be held in 1981.

199. With

regard to the Medium-term Plan 1984-1989, the incorporation of the

following items was suggested:

project 09.3.9. (Problems of special interest to member countries of ECE
which are developing from the economic point of view) of the Committee's
programme of work (Turkey)

technological, organizetion and administrative improvements in the field
of transport (Czechoslovakia)

1/ The delegation of the United Kingdom expressed the views of the
European Economic Community.
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- water pollution and legal régimes in inland waterways (USSR)

- preparations for a high-level meeting on transport (Byelorussian SSR and
Hungary)

- introduction of computer technology and study of economic fuel forms
(Byelorussian SSR)

200, It was also suggested by the delegation of the USSR that the Inland Transport
Committee be offered an opportunity to have a prior consideration of the medium-term
plan.

201. A draft decision on introduction and harmonization of summertime in Burope,
submitted by the delegations of France and Hungary, was adopted by the Commission
at its twelfth meeting (for the text, see chapter IV, decision C (XxXxXVI)).

Senior Advisers to WCE Governments on Eanvironmental Problemg

202, For consideration of thig item the Sessional Committee had before it the

report of the ninth session of the Senior Advisers to ECE Governments on Environmental
Problems (ECE/ENV/35). Delegations expressed great interest in the activities being
undertaken in the area of the environment and agreed that the implementetion of
decisions taken at the High-level Meeting within the Framework of the ECE on the
Protection of the Environment was proceeding satisfactorily.

203. Many delegations expressed the view that efforts should be continued to promote
co—operative activities between the Senior Advisers to ECE Governments on
Eonvironmental Problems and the other Principal Subsidiary Bodies whose programmes
concerned areas with significent potential for adverse impact on the envirounment.
In varticular, seversl delegations mentioned the need for continuing activities on
the environmental implications of water resource development and use and energy
production snd supnly as the demand for these resources increased in the future.
In accordance with decision C(XXXV), delegations expressed approval of the

action taken by the Senior Advisers to co-operate with the Committee on Water
Problems with respect to the setting up of a pilot project for the monitoring and
evaluation of transboundary water pollution. [t the international level, the
continuing co-operation between ECE and other international organizations, notably
UNEP, was welcomed.,

204. Delegations noted with satisfaction the progress made on the provisional
implementation of the Convention on Long~range Transboundery Air Pollution. Strong
encouragement for the early ratification by all signatories to the Convention was
expressed by several delegations. In addition to the delegations which had already
informed the secretariat that they hed ratified the Convention, the delegations of
Bulgaria and Finland informed the session that their Governments had now completed
formal ratification of the Convention., The representative of the EEC indicated that
the Community, as a signatory to the Convention, was on the point of completing the
internal procedures necessary for ratification. Some delegations emphagized the need
for a follow up to the Convention by concrete measures. The delegation of the
United States stated thet, in conjunction with the Government of Canada, its
Government was developing a concrete basis for addressing transboundary air
pollution between the two countrics. Full support was given by msny delegations

for the active participation by signatories in the promotion of the work of the
Interim Executive Body covering strategies and policies to combat air pollution.

The significance of the Co-owerative Programme for Monitoring and Evaluation of the
Long-range Transmission of Lir Pollutants in Europe (EMEP) was pointed out by
several delegations and widespread concern for its continuation and adequate
financial support was registered.



E/1981/53
5 /8 CE /1030
page 47

205. Speciel mention was mede of the third Seminar on Desulphurization of Fuels and
Combustion Geses to be held in Selzburg (Lustria) in 1981, preceded by a study tour
in the PFederal Republic of Germany.

206. In the course of the discussion, many delegations noted with appreciatioun the
progress mede on the implementation of the Declaration on Low- and Non-waste
Technology and Re-utilization and Recycling of Wastes, adopted at the High-level
Meeting in November 1979. The Compendium on Low— and Non-vaste Technology was
regarded as a significant effort towards the promotion of environmentally sound
technological development in the ECE region., Two delegations welcomed the
elaboration by the Government of Hungary of a programme of internctional post-
graduate training courses on low- and non-waste technologies.

207. Some delegations expressed support for the further comnsideration of work on
environmental impect assessment and noted that it would be useful in predicting the
environmental consequences of economic activities and technologicael development at
the transboundary as well as at the national level and looked forward to positive
results from the ad hoc meeting scheduled for November 1981 to define further
activities which the Senior /dvisers may wish to pursue. Other delegations
reaffirmed their interest in the provision of information by Governments on
procedural and institutional aspects of integrating eunvironmentsl impesct assessment
into existing planning and decision-making processes, general methodological
approaches and techiniques and relevant exneriences and practices in the application
of environmental impact assessment procedures.

208. The representative of the IEC referred to the significant decisions cdopted by
the Community on the protection of endangered species of wild flora and feuna, in
particuler on the protecction of vhales, and urged all ECE member countries to adopt
similar measures and support strounger international action in this field.

209. The representative of UNEP expressed strong support for the activities of

the Senior Advigers. UNEP's financial support to EMEP, an important part of the
Global Environmental Monitoring system, would be continued to the end of 1983 and
UNEP would welcome requests for contributions in non-convertible currencies for
expansion of the EMEP programme. It was mentioned that UNEP would continue to
co—operate in the implementation of the project on low- and non-waste tecinology,
inter alia, through efforts to disseminate the Compendium outside the ECE region
and to finance the participation of representatives of developing countries in the
training courses. UNEP was ready to co-operate in ECE activities to develop
monitoring and evaluation of transboundary water pollution in the region. Efforts
should be made to avoid duplication in the field of protection of flora snd fauna
and their habitats, inter alia, through co-operation with UNESCO., The steps taken
to expand the ECE activity on environmental impact assessment would receive active
UNEP support. Illeasures should be taken to strengthen coverage of environmental
concerns in the Medium Term Plan for 1984-1989.

210, Delegations participating in the debate expressed their general approval of the
programme of work of the Senior Advisers for 1981-1985 and made the folloving

specific comments:

Work area O5.1: Air pollution problems

05.1.1.1 The delegations of Hungary, Norway, Romenia, Sweden, Turkey, the USSR
and the EEC, considered that the first session of the Interim Executive
Body responsible for the implementation of the Resolution on Long-range
Transboundary . ir Pollution and the provisionel implementation of the
Convention on Long-range Transboundery fir Pollution resched satisfactory
results.
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05.1.1.2 The co-operative programme for monitoring and evaluation of the long-range

transmission of air pollutants in Europe (EMEP) was praised by the
delegations of Finland, the Ukrainian SSR and Yugoslavia. The delegation
of Norway felt that as many countries as possible should participate in
EMEP. The co-operation with UNEP and WMO in EMEP, as well as the
financial assistance provided by UNEP was welcomed by the delegations of
Finland, Poland, Switzerland, the USSR and the EEC. The delegation of
Cenada, while supporting this co-operation suggested thet alternate
sources of funding should be secured after 1983 from the regular budget.

The importance of co-operation related to technologies for reducing

emissions of air polluteunts was stressed by the delegations of Hungary

The holding of the third Seminar on Desulphurization of Tuels and
Combustion Gases veos considered an important landmark by the delegations

The activities carried out under the auspices of the Vorking Perty on
Loy~ and Non-waste Technology and Re-utilization and Recycling of Westes
were supported by the delegations of Bulgaria, the German Damocratic
Republic, Norwvay, Portugal, Turkey and the USSR. The delegations of
Poland and Turkey considered that special emphasis should be given to
the transfer of technologies and the delegation of the EEC that close
working relationships should be maintained with other subsidiary bodies

The delegation of Switzerland considered that an in-depth study on the
use of the Compendium on Low- and Non-waste Technology should be prepared

Appreciation was expressed to the Government of Hungary for organizing an
international post~graduate training course on low- and non-waste
technology by tihe delegations of the German Democratic Republic and the EEC,

The delegations of the Byelorussian SSR, Finland, Poland, Portugal,

Romania and the EEC underlined the importance of activities on cnvironmental
problems releted to energy and recommended thet they be undertsken in

close co-~operation with the Senior Advisers to ECE Governments on Energy.
The delegation of Turkey congidered that special attention should be

given to the integration of environmental parameters into energy

Interest was expressed in the work undertaken for the protection of

flora, fauna and their habitats by the delegations of the Byelorussian SSR,
Finland, Norway, Portugal, the USSR and the EEC, The delegation of the

EEC considered that the work on international measures taken or which could
be taken for protecting flora, fauna and their habitats should concentrate

05.1.1.3
and Romania.
05.1.2.3
of Hungary, Norway, Switzerland and the EEC.
Work area 05.2: Regources and vaste problems
05.2.1
of the Commission.
05.2.1.1
before its publication.
05.2.1.7
05.2.2
forecasting exercises.
05.2.3
on existing legal instruments.
Work area 05.3: Policy and management problems
05.3.2

The decision to convene an ad hoc meeting to draft detailed suggestions
for activities in the area of environmental impezct assessment was
welcomed by the delegations of Hungary, Portugel, and the United States.
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The delegations of the Ukrainian SSR and the USSR considered that such
activities should centre around the exchange of information on procedures
end assessment methodologies, and on transboundary aspects.

05.3.3 The development, in co-operction with the Conference of European
Statisticians, of a system of environmental statistics was considered
useful by the delegations of the Byelorussian SSR, Poland, the USSR and
the ELEC.

05.3.5 The delegation of the Byelorussian SSR pointed out the significance of
the project on economic assessment of environmental demage and the
delegation of the German Democratic Republic said that it could be a
component of the work programme on environmentel impact assessment.

211, The delegation of the USSR stated that the Medium-term Plan 1984-198¢ should
indicate in the sub-programme on resources and wastes the important role played by
the Declaration on Low- and Non-waste Technology and Re-utilization and Recycling
of Wastes adopted by the High-level leeting. The delegation of the Byelorussian S3R
indicated that the medium-term plan should also mention General Assembly

resolution 35/8 on the Historical Responsibilities of States for the Protection of
Nature for Present and IPuture Generations. The plan should zlso call for a rapid
ratification of the Convention on Long-range Transboundary Air Pollution.

Senior Advisers to ECE Governments on Science and Technology

212, For its consideration of this item, which was considered together with

item 7 (c) on co-operation in the field of science and technology, the Commission
had before it the Report of the Executive Secretary (E/ECE/1025) on the
implementation of decision F (XXXV).

213. Stresgsing the importance of science and technology for economic and trade
development, many delegations referred to the significant role to be played by the
Senior Advisers in furthering existing end new forms of scientific and technological
co-operation in keeping with the spirit of the Final Act of the CSCE, DImphasis was
placed on the need for the Senior fAdvisers to focus their work on inter-sectoral
activities of interest to the majority of member countries and on the fact that

these should both complement and relate to the work of the other Principal Subsidiary
Bodies, as well as that of other international organizations such as UNESCO.

214. All delegations speaking on this item expressed their satisfaction, in general,
with the programme of work adopted by the Senior Advisers at their eighth session,
although some considered that there was still room for further improvement in the
light of proposels made by a number of delegations during the eighth session.
Delegations expressed their support for most of the activities being undertaken by
the Senior Advisers in implementing their work programmes.

215. Appreciation was expressed for the completion and publication of the Manual on
licensing procedures in member countries of the United Netions Economic Commiggion
for Burope which was considered to be of particular value to those involved in
international licensing, and in the preparation of which many countries in the
region had participeted.

216, Delegations commented favourably on the results of the Seminar on Technologies
Related to Nev Inergy Sources, held in Jiilich (Federal Republic of Germzny),
emphasizing that its conclusions and recommendations could constitute a
contribution by ECE member countries to the United Nations Conference on New and
Renewable Sources of Energy. Several delegations referred favourably to the
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Seminar on the Evaluation of R and D (to be held in Prague, Czechoslovakia from

2 to 6 November 1981) and to the ad hoc Meeting on Scientific and Technological
Research Related to Low-Calorific-Value Fuels (to be held in Sofia, Bulgaria from
27 to 30 April 1981).

217. The delegation of Poland referred to the preparations underway for the Seminar
on Trends in Different Forms of Technology Transfer and their Impact on the
Development of Trade and Economic Co-operation scheduled to take place in

May 1982. It stressed the necessity of closer co-operation between various
Principal Subsidiary Bodies in the field of science and technology. Iun its

view the interrelationships between science and technology on the one hand and
the examination of long-term economic trends, energy issues, trade questiong and
environmental problems on the other, were worthy of special attention. Many
delegations also supported the proposal made by the Senior Economic Advisers to
ECE Govermments to convene a joiut Seminar with the Senior Advisers on Science
and Technology on the assessment of the impact of science and technology on
long-term economic prospects of the ECE region up to 1990.

218, The importance of the ECE contribution to the implementation of the Vienna
Programme of Action was referred to by a number of delegations. Improvement of
scientific and technological co-operation within the region was also viewed as
being an importsnt way in which the region could contribute to the objectives of
the Vienna Programme of Action., The delegation of Romania recalled the suggestion
it made at the eighth session of the Senior Advisers concerning the convening of
an ad hoc meeting which could take place prior to the thirty-seventh Commission
session.

219. Delegations considered that there was an urgent need to accelerate and expand
international co—operative scientific and technological research on new and renewable
sources of energy as well as on low-calorific—-value fuels. It was noted that the
recommendations made by the Seminar on Technologies related to New Energy Sources and
those expected to result from the ad hoc Meeting on Scientific and Technological
Research Related to Low-Calorific-Value Fuels as well as the outcome of the
forthcoming United Nations Conference could provide a sound basis for furthering
international co-operation in these fields. With regard to new substantive
activities which might be included in the work of the Senior Advisers, suggestions
by delegations covered topics relating to: rational utilization of raw materials
and waste recycling; trends in substitution of traditional raw materials; low- and
non-waste technologies; and biotechnologies. It was also counsidered that more
attention should be devoted to determining the future direction and orientation of
scientific and technological research and to providing greater opportunities for the
exchange of international experience among scientists. The view was expressed by
the delegation of Czechoslovakia that one way of allowing the Senior Advisers to
develop new work areas would be by transferring some of its existing ecctivities to
other Principal Subsidiary Bodies.

220. The following detailed comments were made on the programme of work of the
Senior Advisers:

Work area 10.1: Medium— and long-term verspectives

10.1.1 The delegations of Czechoslovakia, the German Democratic Republic,
Poland, Romania and the USSR expressed their support for this project
in commection with the proposal made by the Senior ZDconomic Advisers
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to ECE Governments with regard to the organization of a joint Seminar
on the assessment of the impact of science and technology on long-term
economic prospects of the ECE region up to 1990. The delegation of the
USSR suggested that this project might be made more concrete by the
addition of two themes - one dealing with the co-ordination of methods
used in scientific and technological forecasting and methods used in
social and economic forecasting, and the other with the forecasting

of perspectives of scieuntific and technical development up to 1990
using, if possible, mathematical models and computers.

10.1.2 The delegations of Bulgaria and Yugoslavia expressed support for this
project. The delegation of the German Democratic Republic considered
that the envisaged investigations into the trends of development in
fields such as basic materials, energy, automation, electronics, as
well as management techniques including integrated information systems
for management, addressed important issues of scientific and
technological progress. The delegation of the USSR proposed that this
project be made more concrete by inserting under "method of work" the
wording ‘undertake research to study new trends and perspectives in
the use of substitutes for scarce industrial raw materials".

Work area 10.2: Developments in science and technology policies

10.2.1 The delegations of Bulgaria, the Byelorussian SSR, the German
Democratic Republic, the Federal Republic of Germany, §/ Hungary,
Polend, Romania, the Ukrainian SSR, the USSR and Yugoslavia expressed
their support for the Seminar on the Evaluation of R and D.

10.2.2 The delegation of Yugoslavia attached importance to this project.

Work area 10.%: International co—operation in scientific and technological research

10.3.1 The delegationg of Canada and the Federal Republic of Germeny

supported the convening of a Seminar on international aspects of

R and D in the Arctic. The delegations of the German Democratic
Republic and the USSR did not consider that a Seminar on this

theme would be useful since the subject would not be of interest

to the majority of ECE member countries. The delegation of the

German Democratic Republic repeated its proposal for studies to be
undertaken on the following subjects: rational utilization of raw
matericls and waste recycling and trends in substitution of traditional
raw materials.

§/ Whenever in the following paragraphs the delegation of the Federal
Republic of Germany is mentioned, it should be noted that it expressed the views
of the European Economic Community.
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The delegations of Bulgaria, Czechoglovakia, Poland, the Ukrainian SSR and
the USSR stressed the importance of further work in the field of
technological forecasts. The delegations of the German Democratic
Republic and Romania recommended that activities continued in the

The delegations of Bulgaria, Hungary and the Ukrainian SSR supported
this project. The delegation of Bulgaria also suggested that a regional
centre for co-operative scientific research should be established on

the basis of the laboratory on low-calorific value fields. The USSR
delegation reaffirmed the readiness of its Government to host a Seminar
on the subject in 1982, The delegation of Poland agreed on the need
for research on new and renewable energy sources and coal utilization,

The delegation of the German Democratic Republic stressed that work
should start on this project. The delegation of the Ukrainian SSR

The delegations of the German Democratic Republic, Poland, Romania

and Yugoslavia stressed the importance of this project. The delegation
of the Federal Republic of Germany suggested that work on this project
be accelerated and requested specific proposals with regard to the
follow-up to the United Nations Conference on Science and Technology for

The delegations of the Byelorussian SSR, Bulgaria, the German Democratic
Republic, Romania, the USSR and Yugoslavia expressed their support for
this project. The delegation of Poland stated that preparations
continued for the Seminsr to be held in Warsaw in 1982.

The delegations of Canada, the German Democratic Republic and the USSR

The delegations of the Byelorussian SSR and the USSR supported this

Page 52
10.3.2
field of new energy sources.
10.3.3
both for energy and for the chemical industry.
10.3.4
expressed support for this project.
10.3.5
Development (UNCSTD).
Work area 10.4: Transfer of technology
10.4.1
10.4.2
expressed their support for this project.
10.4.3
project.
221, With

regard to the Medium-term Plan 1984-~1989, the delegation of the

Byelorussian SSR proposed the inclusion in sub—programme 3 of an additional theme
relating to the implementation of studies dealing with an analysis of the
interrelationships between socio~economic development and technological innovation;
the implications of the substitution of raw materials; and the transfer of
technology. The delegation of the USSR drew attention to the suggestions made by
its delegation during the eighth session of the Senior Advisers wvhich it would
like to see reflected in the medium-term plan.
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Senior Economic Advisers to ECE Governments

222, For the discussion of this item, the Sessional Committee had before it the
report of the seventeenth session of the Senior Economic Advisers to ECE Governments
(ECE/EC.AD/20).

223, All delegations participating in the discussions expressed their Governments!
appreciation of the intensive activities of the Senior Economic Advisers in the
elaboration of long-term economic prospects for the ECE region in general, and in
particular the progress made in finalizing their projections for the ECE region up
to 1990 and the extension of the time horizon of their projection work to the
year 2000,

224, Delegations expressed their support for the finalization of the long-term
economic prospects for the ECE region up to 1990 on the basis of a thorough study of
the changes in trends ands’ruciures which had taken place in the region since the
mid-1970s, taking into account the documentation presented to the seventeenth session
of the Senior Economic Advisers and the available current medium- and long-~term
national plans and projections. In this context, delegations appreciated the high
quality of the documentation of the seventeenth session of the Senior Economic
Advisers and considered it a good basis for finalizing the perspective in 1982, in
accordance with Commission decision K (XXXIV).

225, Delegations generally endorsed the decision taken that the year 2000 should be
the new time horizon. It was felt that when preparing these nev perspectives a
restricted number of scenarios should be developed with benchmark years. In this
context, it was suggested that the nevu perspective study should be considered as a
continuing project to be carried out and completed in the course of the years to come.

226, In order to improve the elaboration of long-term projections, many delegations
stressed that sectoral studies should be better harmonized with the macro-~economic
work., Accordingly, they agreed on the need to strengthen further the co-operation of
the Senior Economic Advisers vith other Principal Subsidiary Bodies dealing with
sectoral projections. In this context, many delegations referred to the success of
the ad hoc Meeting on Long-Term Economic Grouth and Trade Prospects which was held
jointly with the Committee on the Development of Trade as a step towards further
co-operation with other Principal Subsidiary Bodies, namely, the Senior Advisers to
LCE Governments on Energy and the Senior Advisers to ECE Governments on Science and
Technology. The delegation of Hungary suggested that a new round of dialogue with
other subsidiary bodies should be initiated together with the new phase of long-term
projection work with the extended time horizon. For this purpose, the selection of
some key sectoral areas was recommended,

227. Some delegations noted with satisfaction that the system of models developed by
the secretariat served the projections activities well., The delegations of Hungary
and Poland expressed the opinion that more attention should be given to the analysis
of assumptions underlying long-term perspectives.

228, Delegations also suggested that greater attention should be paid to institutional
changes in projections activities. 1In this connection, the problems related to
manpouer vere considered to be of particular importance.



E/1981,53
E/ECE/10%0
page 54

229. Some delegations pointed out that the elaboration of long-term projections should
be more oriented towards the identification of areas which could strengthen
international economic co-operation in general, and east-west co-operation in
particular. The delegation of Poland stressed that these projections should also

deal with questions of the European economic infrastructure. The delegation of Romania
stressed the need for considering the increasing role of the new and less conventional
forms of trade in international co-operation, as vell as the necessity of considering
more deeply the problems of the member countries of ECE vhich were developing from

the economic point of view. The delegation of Yugoslavia also stressed the necessity
of developing further the projections studies for the south European economies,

230, Many delegations expressed their satisfaction with the exchange of information
and vieus on the preparation and implementation of national medium- and long-term
plans, programmes and perspectives., However, the delegations of Canada and Finland
felt it necessary to stress the need for improving the discussion by selecting the
main issues in advance of the meetings., The representative of France, speaking on
behalf of the ELC, said it would be better if, during the exchanges of information,
statements on certain general subjects could be illustrated with more references to
specific cases.

231, Delegations expressed their satisfaction with the seminars sponsored by the
Senior Economic Advisers. They paid special attention to the Seminar on Recent
TInnovations in Economic Models Including Methods for Planning Complex (Large—scale)
Development Projects (27 April-l May 1981). Since planning and projection approaches
and methods were undergoing major change, the exchange of experience in this field
seemed to be particularly notevorthy. Delegations also expressed their interest

in the Seminar on the Assessment of the Impact of Science and Technology on Long-Term
Economic Prospects, which vas planned to be jointly convened with the Senior Advisers
to ECE Governments on Science and Technology in 1982. In this context, the need for
further clarification of the Seminar theme, i.e. the interrelationship between
technological innovations and economic development, was stressed by a number of
delegations.

232. In the light of the growing importance of macro-economic projections, some
delegations expressed the view that higher priority should be given to the programme
on development issues and policies. They therefore suggested that in future the
ECE's macro-economic projection capacity should be strengthened.

233, A draft decision on long-term economic trends and development of intermational
co-operation, submitted by the delegations of the Netherlands and Poland, vas adopted
by the Commission at its twelfth meeting (for the text, see chapter IV,

decision D (XXXVI)).

Steel Committee

234, The discussion under this item was based on the report of the Steel Committee on
its forty-eighth session (ECE/STEEL/31).

235, Commenting on the work accomplished under the auspices of the Steel Committee,
delegates expressed the general vieus of their Governments and made remarks on the
specific projects included in the programme of work for 1981-1985.

236, The Seminar on the Use of Steel in Shipbuilding held in September 1980 in

Poland, vas considered by several delegations to have been very successful (Bulgaria,
Czechoslovakia, Italy). The delegation of Austria gave further details on the Seminar
on the Energy Situation in the Iron and Steel Industry to be held in Vienna

(7-11 September 1981) and invited participation from all members. The delegation of
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Italy took the opportunity to mention that an invitation to the Seminar on Changes in
Quality Requirements of Steel Demand to be held in Italy in 1982 was under
consideration. Seminars and study tours uere generally agreed to be valuable methods
of promoting technical exchanges and international co-operation within the region
(Austria, Bulgaria, Italy, 9/ USSR, Yugoslavia).

237. All speakers expressed their satisfaction with the programme of work for
1981-1985; many of them mentioned in particular the two new studies (on the evolution
of the specific consumption of steel, and on the strategy for energy use in the iron
.and steel industry). The study on the supply of and demand for metallurgical coke
should be made available before the forty-ninth session of the Committee. Some
delegations (Italy, Sueden, USSR) stressed the importance of some of the Committee's
regular vork such as the Annual Review of the Steel Market and the statistical
bulletins which uvere used as basic material for further studies.

238, The delegation of Canada expressed the opinion that the studies to be carried out
by the Committee should he more economic than technological in character. The USSR
delegation expressed its interest in the study on the evolution of the specific
consumption of steel and in the economic problems invelved in the improvement of
guality in steel production and in the area of special steels.

239. The delegation of Yugoslavia underlined the need further to improve co-operation
uith other United Nations and international bodies concerned with iron and steel,
in particular with UNIDO.

240. Delegations made the following detailed comments on the Committee's programme
of vork for 1981-1985:

Work area 13.,1: Medium and long-term prospects

13.1.3. Bulgaria, Italy, the USSR and Yugoslavia expressed interest in this project.

Work area 13.,2: Current developments and prospects including international trade

13.2.1. Bulgaria and Italy expressed their interest.

Work area 13.3: Selected economic and technological problems

13.%3.1. Bulgaria endorsed this project.
13.3.2.1. The German Democratic Republic and the USSR endorsed this project.

13.3.2.2, Bulgaria, the German Democratic Republic, Italy, Sweden and the USSR
expressed their interest.

13.3,3. Bulgaria expressed great interest.

13.3.4. Bulgaria, Czechoslovakia, Italy, Sweden, the USSR and Yugoslavia endorsed
this project.

2/ Whenever in the followving paragraphs the delegation of Italy is mentioned,
it should be noted that it expressed the views of the Luropean Economic Community.
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VWork area 13,4: Invironmental and resource-saving problems

13.4.2. Bulgaria, Italy and Yugoslavia expressed their interest.

13,4.3. Bulgaria, Czechoslovakia, Italy, the USSR and Yugoslavia endorsed
the project.

Work area 13.6: Statistics and information

Sweden expressed its deep interest in the wvork area.

241, With regard to the Medium-term Plan 1984-1989, it was suggested by the
delegation of the USSR to deal with topics such as: evolution in the quality
requirements of steel demand; production costs of iron and steel products;
structural changes in the iron and steel industry; use of lov-~grade ores;
improvement in special steels; technological improvements.

Timber Committee

242, The discussion under this item was based on the report of the Timber Committee
on its thirty-eighth session (ECE/TIM/17).

243, Delegations gave their full support to the work carried out in 1980/81 by the
Committee and its subsidiary bodies, the Joint FAO/ECE/ILO Committee on Forest
Working Techniques and Training of Forest Workers and the Joint FAO/ECE Working
Party on Forest Economics and Statistics., In particular, appreciation was expressed
for the Committee's review of short-, medium- and long-term trends and prospects

for the demand and supply of forest products, and the symposia, seminars and study
tours held under its auspices.

244 . The delegations of Czechoslovakia, Norway and Romania considered that the
Committee's programme corresponded to member countries' needs and priorities and the
delegations of the Federal Republic of Germany 10/ and the USSR stated that the various
sectors of activity were well-balanced. The USSR also noted that the programme
conformed with the resolution and decisions of the thirty-fifth session of the
Commission.

245. Many delegations stressed the importance of the symposia, seminars and study
tours as a means of exchanging economic and technical experience. The delegations of
Bulgaria, the Byelorussian SSR, Czechoslovakia, Hungary, the Ukrainian SSR and the
USSR cited in this respect the success of the Symposium on Wood-Based Panels in the
1980s: Economic and Technical Perspectives, held in Helsinki (Finland); the Seminar
on the Production, Marketing and Use of Finger-jointed Saimwood, held in Hamar
(Norvay) vas mentioned in the same terms by the delegations of Czechoslovakia,
Hungary, Norvay and the Ukrainian SSR. The value of study tours as a means of
disseminating information was referred to by the delegations of Czechoslovakia,
Romania, USSR and the United States of America.

246, The delegations of the Byelorussian SSR, the Federal Republic of Germany, Hungary
and the Ukrainian SSR commended the way in vhich duplication of effort was being
avoided between the Committee and other international organizations working in the
same field., Particular satisfaction was expressed with the close collaboration
maintained vuith FAO. The delegation of Hungary suggested that this collaboration could
usefully be extended in the energy field, vhere FAC was establishing a co-operative
research netuvork on agricultural and rural energy questions.

10/ Vhenever in the following paragraphs the delegation of the Federal Republic
of Germany is mentioned, it should be noted that it expressed the views of the
European Economic Community.
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247. The development of the Committee's activities in the field of the use of wood

for energy, including the fuller use of the forest biomass, was welcomed by the
delegations of the Byelorussian SSR, Czechoslovakia, Finland, the Federal Republic

of Germany, Hungary, Romania, Switzerland, the Ukrainian SSR and the USSR. Several of
these delegations considered that these activities deserved high priority and should
be further elaborated and developed, including more attention to such problems as the
technical and economic aspects of energy conservation in the wood-working industries,
recovery of industry residues and harvesting and use of forest and harvesting residues.
The delegation of Switzerland considered that the next long-term study on timber
trends and prospects must include an in-depth analysis of the wood/energy problem.

248 . Great importance was attached to the above-mentioned long-term study by the
delegations of Czechoslovakia, Hungary, Sweden, Swvitzerland, the Ukrainian SSR, the
USSR and the United States. The Committee's medium-term surveys were recommended

by the Federal Republic of Germany and Sweden, the latter also attaching importance
to the studies on the structure and capacity of the wood-based panels and sawnmilling
industries.

249. Satisfaction was expressed by the delegations of Bulgaria, the Byelorussian SSR,
Canada, Czechoslovakia, Norway and Sweden with the Committee'!s reviews of the
short-term trends and prospects in the forest products markets, which provided
Governments and the business community with necessary information about developments
in the coming year. The delegation of Sweden felt that the present method of
organizing the market discussions was successful and should be retained.

250. The delegations of Bulgaria, Romania, the Ukrainian SSR and the USSR emphasized
the need for the Committee to follow up the Symposium on Economic and Technical
Developments in the Furniture Industry, held in Poznan (Poland) by further activities,
for example by organizing further meetings to examine specific problems of wood
materials for use in furniture making, design and styling, production technology and
the market outlook; the delegation of Romania considered that technical, economic
and commerical information on furniture should be included in the Timber Bulletin

for Europe, or the Annual Forest Products Market Review, or could be the topic for a
special lecture at the Committee's session.

251. The delegation of Bulgaria, the Ukrainian SSR and the USSR also stressed the
importance of the Committee undertaking further work in the field of wood-based
panels industries to follow up the results of the Symposium on the Wood-Based Panels
in the 1980s: Economic and Technical Perspectives, for example by means of a seminar
to examine the problems of production and distribution of these materials.

252. It was suggested by the delegation of the Ukrainian SSR that economic and
technical problems of the sawmilling industry should be dealt with. The same
delegation, together with those of the Byelorussian SSR and Romania, considered that
the Committee should give increased attention to the protection of the environment,
and in this connection the Byelorussian SSR repeated its suggestion made at the
thirty-fifth session of the Commission to take up the problem of purification of
waste water emitted by the forest industries.

253, The delegation of the Federal Republic of Germany referred to the draft of the
Timber Committee Yearbook examined at the Committee's thirty-eighth session, and
considered that a new version should be submitted to its next session.

254. The question of the chemical processing of wood deserved, in the opinion of the
delegation of Romania, to be given more attention by the Committee.
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255. The delegations of Finland, Hungery, Norway, Sweden, Switzerland and the
United States paid tribute to the retiring Director of the ECE/FAO Agriculture and
Timber Division, Mr. E, Kalkkinen, for the outstanding contribution he had made to
the work of the Committee over many years.

256. The folloving detailed comments vere made on the programme of work of the
Committee:s

Vlork area 14.1: Medium— and long-term trends and perspecitives

14.1.3. The delegation of the Federal Republic of Germany expressed interest in
the medium—term survey of pulpuood, wood for energy and miscellaneous
rounduood .

14.1.4. The delegation of the Federal Republic of Germany drew attention to the
importance of work on trends, prospects and policies in southern Europe.

Work area 14.2: Current market developments and short-term prospecis, including
problems relating to intermnational trade

14.2.2, The delegation of the USSR attached importance to the rationalization of
the flow of forest products from the forest to the consumer.

14.2.4.) The delegation of the Federal Republic of Germany expressed interest in
14.2.5.) the Committee's work on standardization, relating to the stress grading and
14.2.7.) finger-jointing of coniferous sawn timber and to the classification and
definitions of forest products.

Work area 14.3%: Selected economic, technical and managerial problems

14.3.1. The delegations of Romania and the USSR attached importance to activities
in the field of forest working techniques and training of forest verbsrs,
Particular mention was made by Romania of subprojects 14.3.1.2.2. and
14.3.1.2.3. and by the USSR of subprojects 14.%.1.3.1., 14.3.1.3.3.,
14.3.1.3.4., and 14.3.1.2.6,

14.3.3. The delegations of Bulgaria, the Federal Republic of Germany, Romania,
the Ukrainian SSR and the USSR stressed the importance of activities

in the field of furniture.

14.3%.4. The delegations of Bulgaria, the Ukrainian SSR and the USSR mentioned
their active interest in the problems of the wvood-based panels sector.

Viork area 14.4: Environmental and resource conservation problems

14.4.1. The delegation of the Federal Republic of Germany drew attention to the
useful work on the quantification and evaluation of the environmental
benefits of the forest.

14.4.2. The delegations of the Federal Republic of Germany, Romania,
the Ukrainian SSR and the USSR attached importance to the question of
energy conservation in the wood-processing industries.
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Work area 14.5: Collection, exchange and dissemination of information, including
improvement and harmonization of statistics (in co-operation with FAO)

14.5.2. The delegations of the Federal Republic of Germany, Romania and the USSR
expressed interest in this project and reference was made more specifically
to subprojects 14.5.2.3, (Federal Republic of Germany), 14.5.2.5. (Romania)
and 14.5.2.7. (USSR).

14.5.3. The delegations of Romania, the Ukrainian SSR and the USSR attached
importance to this project, all of them specifically mentioning
subproject 14.5.3.1.,, and the Ukrainian SSR mentioning 14.5.3.1.2.
and 14.5.3.1.3.

257. The delegations of the Byelorussian SSR and the USSR, in commenting on the part
of the Commission's draft Medium-—term Plan 1984-1989 relating to timber, considered
that priority should be given to the work of revieving the long-term trends and
prospects of demand and supply of forest products and to activities related to

energys including the possibilities of harvesting and using forest biomass for energy.

Committee on Vater Problems

258, For the discussion of this item, which was taken up together with agenda

item 7 (a) - The Revised Declaration of Policy and Prevention and Control of Water
Pollution, including Transboundary Pollution and Proposal for Monitoring and
Evaluation of Transboundary Water Pollution - the Sessional Committee had before it
the report of the twelfth session of the Committee on Water Problems (ECEAATER/25)
and a note by the Executive Secretary on Commission decision C (XXXV) (E/ECE/1023).
Delegations commended the Committee for the work accomplished during the past year.
General satisfaction vas expressed with regard to the programme of work which was
considered to be comprehensive and vell-balanced and it was felt that substantial
progress had been achieved in a limited number of meetings.

259. Many delegations referred to the ECE Declaration of Policy on Prevention and
Control of Water Pollution, including Transboundary Pollution as a very positive
instrument vhich should be considered as a follou-up to the relevant provisions of the
Final Act of the CSCE and was fully in line vith the Mar del Plata Action Plan. The
delegation of Hungary expressed the hope that further steps would be taken in the
implementation of the Declaration and that its principles would receive further
consideration, The delegation of Finland pointed out that the principles contained

in the Declaration vere expected to give guidance to member Governments in defining
their national policies for water management.

260. The delegation of Romania expressed reservations with regard to certain terms,
such as "shared water resources" and "integrated water management" used in the work
of the Committee. In its vieu, these terms refected legal concepts which were

still under discussion vithin the United Nations system and, as a consequence, vere
not yet fully recognized in international practice. The delegation of Romania also
felt that the expression "international river basins'", should not be used. The
delegation of Portugal emphasized hovever that co-operation among riparian countries
on water resources in river basins was a moral, if not a legally binding obligation.
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261. Many delegations stressed the ever-increasing importance of the rational
utilization of water resources. It vas recalled that the Committee on U -.ter Problems
had recently undertaken several projects in this field. The decision by the Committee
to continue work on the subject, as a follow-up of previous activities, was welcomed
by the delegations of the Byelorussian SSR, the Netherlands, ;l/ Switzerland and

the USSR. The results of the Seminars held on rational utilization of water resources,
in Leipzig (German Democratic Republic) and on economic instruments for the rational
utilization of water resources, held in Veldhoven (Netherlands) were considered to be
an essential contribution to integrated management of water resources. The outcome

of the study on long-term perspective for water use and supply was also considered

to be very positive and further study of this topical issue was velcomed by several
delegations, The delegation of the USSR welcomed the fact that the results of this
activity would eventually form the basis of an ECE Declaration on Rational Utilization
of Water.

262, Most delegations welcomed the favourable response given by the Committee on
Water Problems and by the Senior Advisers to ECE Governments on Environmental Problems
to Commission decision C (XXXV). Appreciation was expressed by the delegations of
Bulgaria, Hungary and the Netherlands vith regard to the setting up of a pilot
project on monitoring and evaluation of transboundary water pollution. The delegation
of Portugal expressed its willingness to make a substantive conitribution, the
delegation of the United States stated its support for this project. The delegation
of Yugoslavia expressed the hope that the ad hoc Meeting on Monitoring and Evaluation
of Transboundary Water Pollution wvould yield positive results and that all ECE

member countiries would take a positive attitude, This view was shared by the
delegation of the German Democratic Republic vhich expected realistic proposals for
the implementation of the project, in co-operation with other international
organizations concerned.

263. The delegation of Sweden referred to the outcome of the Meeting on International
River Commissions, held in September 1980, It considered that this meeting was a
promising first step in co~operation on shared uater resources and expressed the

viev that more conrete work, including the elaboration of a Draft Decision on
International Co-operation on Shared Water Resources should be undertaken. The
delegation of Hungary welcomed the results achieved so far but underlined the
necessity of further progress in this field.

264, Many delegations referred to the need to intensify and strengthen co-operation
with other Principal Subsidiary Bodies and, in particular, with the Senior Advisers
to ECE Governments on Environmental Problems. It was suggested that, in addition

to already existing arrangements for co-operative projects, new areas of
collaboration should be envisaged. Special reference was made to problems of energy
and to Jjoint projects with the Senior Economic Advisers. Several delegations
comnended the co-operative efforts undertaken jointly with the Committee on
Agricultural Problems, especially the planned Seminar on Water Pollution from Animal
Production (1981) and the planned projects on economic instruments for the rational
utilization of vater in irrigation as well as improved irrigation practices to
preserve and protect water resources and increase crop yields. 12/

11/ Whenever in the following paragraphs the delegation of the Netherlands is
mentioned, it should be noted that it expressed the vieus of the European Economic
Communi ty.

12/ For Commission decision B (XXXVI) on joint projects relating to water
problems in agriculture, see paragraph 89 above.
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265. In their statements, delegations endorsed the Committee's programme of work.
The following specific comments were made:

Work area 16.1: Long-~term prospects and planning of the water economy

16.1.1 The delegation of Bulgaria showed particular interest in this item.

16.1.3. This project, with its two subprojects was of particular interest to the
delegation of Portugal.

16.1.3.1. The great importance of this project was emphasized by the delegation of
the USSR.

16,1.3.2. The delegations of Bulgaria and Sueden expressed their particular interest.
16.1.4. The delegation of the USSR showed particular interest.
16.1.5. The significance of this project was underlined by the delegation of Sweden.

Work area 16.,2: Economic problems of water management

16.2.1. The delegations of the German Democratic Republic and Portugal stressed
the relevance of this project.

16.2.4. This project was considered of particular importance by the delegation of
the USSR.

Work area 16.3: Environmental problems of water management

The delegations of Bulgaria, the Byelorussian SSR, Finland and Sweden expressed
the view that further efforts should be made to strengthen the co-operation between
the Committee on Water Problems and the Senior Advisers to ECE Governments on
Environmental Problems in particular on projects in this work area.

16.3.1. The delegations of Finland, Sweden and the United States highlighted the
importance and relevance of this project.

16.3.1.1. The delegation of Finland showed particular interest.
16.3.1.2. This project was of interest to the delegation of the USSR.

16.3.2. The delegation of Portugal attached great importance to this project
which vwas to be implemented in two subprojects.

16.3.2.2., The delegation of the USSR considered that in view of other priorities,
this project could be implemented later.

16.3%.3. This project was of particular interest to the delegation of the
United States.

Great interest vas shoun by the delegation of the USSR in these projects.

. The delegation of the USSR was of the opinion that this project should be
implemented at a later time.

16.3.7. This vas considered a relevant project by the delegation of the USSR.
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Work area 16.4: Research and development

16.4.1. The significance of this project was underlined by the delegation of
the USSR. The delegation of the Netherlands emphasized the relevance
and the need for timely implementation of this project.

16.4.2. Great importance was attached fto this project by the delegations of
Bulgaria, the Netherlands and the United States. The delegation of
Switzerland vas of the opinion that the questionnaire circulated to
ECE Governments vas too detailed and specific and that it would therefore
not be possible for the Swiss Government to ansver it fully.

Due to the relevance and topicality of these subjects, the delegation of
the USSR stressed the necessity of an early and efficient implementation
of all three projects.
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Development of trade and industrial co-operation

(agenda item 6)

266. For the consideration of this item the Commission had before it the report of the
Committee on the Development of Trade on its twenty-ninth session (ECE/TRADE/136) and
a note by the Executive Secretary (E/ECE/1022).

267. The representative of UNIDO made a statement on industrial co-operation.

268, Delegations described recent developments in their countries! trade with other
ECE member States, and in particular vith those having different economic and social
systems. Many delegations referred to the conclusion of new long-term agreements
and programmes on trade, economic, industrial, scientific and technological
co-operation, stressed the stabilizing effects of such agreements and the favourable
results of the work of the Joint Commissions set up under their auspices. Reference
vas also made to Commission decision D (XXXV). The hope was expressed by some
delegations that member Governments would take energetic and concerted action to
implement the provisions of that decision.

269. It vas noted that trade between ECE member countries having different economic
and social systems had continued to expand in recent years, although some concern was
voiced regarding the unmistakable tendency for the rate of growth in the volume of
east-uest exchanges to slow down. Some delegations pointed out that this tendency
applied particularly to eastern exports to the west, Some delegations considered that
the sloudovn in the rate of growth should primarily be seen against the background of
the international economic situation. There was broad agreement, however, that the
potential for the expansion of this trade was far from exhausted. Some delegations
expressed concern about the emergence or intensification of protectionist tendencies,
and discriminatory measures, as well as the attempts to use economic ties as a means
of political pressure, On the subject of discriminatory measures, one delegation
stressed that there vere no valid economic reasons for maintaing them and that they
were contrary both to the GATT regulations and to the principle of non-discriminatory
treatment of developing countries. One delegation observed that economic relations
vere part and parcel of broader international relations and maintained that a country
which violated generally accepted codes of conduct in such relations could not
reasonably expect to be immune from sanctions, including economic sanctions. Another
delegation pointed out that the share of small- and medium-sized countries in
intraregional trade seemed to be diminishing, whereas trade flows tended to concentrate
on a reduced number of branches of production. An exchange of vieus also took place
on the need for, and score of policy measures designed to favour the participation of
small- and medium-sized enterprises in such trade.
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270. The need for more rapid progress in the reduction and progressive elimination of
all kinds of obstacles to the development of trade was stressed by some delegations.
The initiative of the Committee on the Development of Trade in arranging to convene in
1981 an ad hoc Meeting to discuss the ECE inventory of such obstacles was welcomed.
Many delegations expressed the hope that this Meeting would result in the adoption of
concrete proposals aimed at the reduction or gradual elimination of obstacles to
intraregional trade. Some delegations declared their readiness to participate in
negotiations to that end in the ECE framework. One delegation pointed out that such
consultations, if any, should take bilaterally or in other pultilateral orgrrizatiors.
The importance of adequate preparation of the ad hoc Meeting and of revising and
keeping the inventory up to date was also stressed.

271. One delegation underlined that a stable and growing economy in Burope was a
precondition for a meaningful contribution to the efforts undertaken for a new
international economic order and to the attainment of the goals and objectives of the
Nev International Strategy for the Third United Nations Development Decade, Therefore,
the obligations which the member States of the ECE had undertaken in the field of trade
and industrial co-operation uithin the United Nations system were underlined.
Industrialized countries should fully take into account the industrialization and
development objectives of the developing countries when shaping their trade policy, the
necessity to reduce or to eliminate existing restrictions on imports from developing
countries and to further the progress in the liberalization of international trade and
promotion of structural adjustments. None of the problems of Europe could be solved by
efforts in the region of the ECE only. It was therefore of paramount importance that
the international community should succeed in launching the global round on
co—operation for development,

272. Delegations referred to the frequency of compensation trade transactions between
countries with different economic and social systems. It was pointed out by some
delegations that compensation trade was a useful and generally practised means of
extending mutually beneficial relations. Some other delegations stressed the spread
of this trade practice and pointed out that it could present problems, particularly for
small- and medium-sized enterprises. The variety of forms taken by such trade
underlined the need for clarification of the concepts used in ECE member countries to
describe and evaluate such practices. In this context the decision by the Committee
on the Development of Trade to convene in 1981 an ad hoc Meeting on Compensation

Trade vas velcomed,

273, There vas broad agreement that the ad hoc Meeting on Information Relating to Trade,
held in 1980, had been useful and that a number of the proposals put foward at that
Meeting merited further study. Some delegations suggested that a major aim should be
to establish minimum standards covering such aspects of information as its frequency,
consistency and intellibigility and to meet the information needs of small- and
medium-sized enterprises. Other delegations pointed out, however, that much commercial
information was readily available and that trading pariners should be encouraged to
make increased use of it. Commenting on the suggestion to work out country profiles
concerning east-ivest trade, the delegation of Sweden remarked that it did not share
some of the conclusions in the pilot study on Sweden.

274. The importance for the expansion of intraregional trade of the development of
market information, marketing techniques and improved business contacts was noted by
many delegations. One delegation suggested that an evaluation be made of the marketing
seminars undertaken so far., The convening of a sixthseminar on the theme of the
marketing of production machinery and components for the construction machinery
industry was considered to be a useful step in this direction. Increased participation
of representatives of business circles at the seminar was considered to be desirable.
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275. Many delegations stressed that industrial co-operation played an important role in
the development and diversification of trade relations among ECE member countries.
Reference was made by some delegations in this connection to the growing share of trade
conducted under these arrangements and to the emergence and development of new and
promising types of co-operative arrangements betueen eastern and western enterprises.
Referring to recent experience in their respective countries, some delegations drew
attention to such relatively new contractual arrangements as long-term framework
agreements wvhich made it possible for enterprises to plan their trade relations on a
long-term basis and to co—ordinate their activities on third markets. Joint ventures
and joint projects for the exploitation of natural resources were also cited as examples
of co-operation which held out considerable promise for the future. A number of
delegations pointed out that compensatory arrangements under long-term co-operative
agreements had made a substantial contribution to the development of trade relations
between ECE member countries. Other delegations took the view that some transactions
of this type created problems for enterprises which could not integrate deliveries
under such arrangements into their owm product range.

276. Revieuing prospects for the further development of industrial co-operation, several
delegations observed that there was room for a further expansion of this activity by
taking fuller advantage of existing resource and production complementarities between
ECE member countries. It vas therefore desirable that measures be taken to remove
obstacles to co-operation and to improve conditions for negotiating and carrying out
co-operation contracts. The desirability of assuring improved business contacts
between interested parties, direct access to end users, representation of firms in the
country of the co-operating party and speedier negotiating procedures was stressed by

a number of delegations. The importance of full economic and commerical information
as also stressed in this context.

277. The potential contribution of small- and medium-sized enterprises in the
development of industrial co-operation was mentioned by several delegations which
pointed out the need for specific promotional measures at the national and internaticnal
levels aimed at encouraging the participation of these enterprises in industrial
co-operation. The Hungarian delegation proposed that the secretariat should draw up a
list of measures taken at naticnal level, in support of the foreign trade activities of
small- and medium-~sized enterprises. In this connection it firmly rejected the
reintroduction of issues which were debated elsewhere.

273. Commenting on specific activities aimed at promoting industrial co-operation,
delegations expressed their support for the work carried out in the framework of the
ECE. Referring to the results of the third ad hoc Meeting on Industrial Co-operation
held in Plovdiv (Bulgaria) in June 1980, delegations noted that this Meeting had
provided a valuable opportunity for an extensive exchange of views, experience and
information amongst experts on recent developments in the field of industrial
co-operation, and to formulate proposals aimed at its further development. Widespread
appreciation was expressed of the excellent arrangements made by Bulgarian host
authorities in order to ensure the success of the meeting.

279. A number of delegations expressed their support for the proposal concerning the
establishment of an ECE information centre on industrial co-operation, the purpose of
vhich, would be to facilitate co-operation among ECE member countries, particularly
those vhich vere developing from the economic point of view. Other delegations took

the view that the proposed functions in the field of information could best be

fulfilled by existing institutions. Cne delegation proposed that a decision ingyrirsirle
be taken by the Commission at its present session so that a final decision, including
specification of details concerning the location of the proposed centre and other
practical aspects of the implementation of this project, could be made by the

Commission at its next session.

280. Some delegations, referring to the programme of work of the Committee on the
Development of Trade, urged that particular attention be paid to the elaboration of
various forms of industrial co-operation especially regarding the information on
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industrial co-cperation. They requested that the Executive Secretary submit the
report on all relevant aspects concerning the establishment of the Centre to the
Committee. They also expressed the hope that, at its thirty-seventh session, the ECE
vould be able to take a positive dccision.

281. Several delegations referred to the work on the harmonization of trade documents
and on simplification of international trade procedures conducted by the Committee on
the Development of Trade and its Working Party on Facilitation of International Trade
Procedures. They underlined the very useful role of this activity for the development
of trade and urged the implementation of the ECE recommendations in this field.
Special interest vas expressed in the work on the recommendation on "simplification of
import procedures" and the "Guidelines on Trade Data Interchange".

282. The representative of the Buropean Economic Community noted that EEC imports from
the socialist countries were continuing to increase much faster than exports. He
expressed concern that the policy folloued by those countries had in fact led to
limitation of their imports. DBmphasizing the conditions required for the development
of economic co-operation, he stressed the fundamental role of economic and trade
information, and in particular the prospects for and possibilities of better
co-ordination, Uith regard to the problem of compensation trade, including buy-back,
he said that the obligation to purchase large quantities of products could become an
insurmountable obstacle to co-operation. He stressed the importance of marketing,
particularly in the present economic situation.

283, The representative of the EEC expressed regret that it had not been possible to
bring the study on the feasibility of creating a multilateral system of notification
of laus and regulations concerning foreign trade and changes therein (MUNOSYST) to a
successful conclusion or to arrange for a third trial run.

284. Some delegations commented on the difficulties the ECE member countries which were
developing from an economic point of view had in promoting their foreign trade. They
expressed the view that the BCE activities should be more oriented towards the trade
problems specific to those countries and take the strategy for the third development
decade more fully into account., In this context, the series of secretariat studies

on the economic consequences of temporary labour migration in the BECE region were
commented on favourably and some delegations recommended that this project in the
Committee'!s programme of work be continued. One delegation, stressing the importance
of customs preferences in promoting the exports of developing countries, expressed the
hope that the developed countries would continue to study possibilities of improving
the terms on wvhich they granted such preferences, thereby preventing the elimination
of products of interest for the exports of the country concerned from their schemes.

285. The delegation of Hungary claimed that the exports of its country were subject to
gquantitative restrictions not consistent with article XIII of the General Agreement on
Tariffs and Trade (GATT) applied by the EEC and called for the faithful fulfilment of
contractual obligations. The representative of the EEC stated that the Communities
fulfilled their international commitments in particular within GATT and that
considerable progress had already been made towards the elimination of the restrictions
in question. The delegation of Hungary. in replying to this statement, said that the
FEC, during eight years, had eliminated only 4 per cent of these quantitative
restrictions applied against Hungary which were not consistent with Article XIIT of
GATT. This vas also contrary to Article X of the Final Act of the CSCE uhich called
for the fulfilment in good faith of obligations under internaiontal law",

286, With regard to the Medium-term Plan 1984-1989, a number of delegations said that
this document required further work before it could be approved. The delegation of
the USSR observed that in its present form the plan seemed to give too much weight to
questions of information to the detriment of other aspects of ECE work; it uas
therefore desirable for that section referring to trade to be reviewed at the next
session of the Committee on the Development of Trade.
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Follow—up action on other relevant Commission dccisions

The work of the Committee on Water Problens -

The revised Declaration of Policy on Prevention
and Control of Water Pollution, including
Transboundary Pollution — Proposal for monitoring
and cvaluation of transboundary watcr pollution

(agenda iten 7(a))

287. This item was allocated by the Plenary to the Sessional Cormmittec and was
considered together with the report of the Committee on Water Problems under
item 4(f) of the agenda (sce paragraphs 258 to 265 above).

Energy
(agenda item 7(b))

288, The documents beforc the Scssional Committec werce a report on cnergy preparcd
by the Executive Secretary (E/ECE/1024) and the Report of the Third Session of the
Senior Adviscrs to ECE Governments on Encrgy CEGE/ENERGY/6).

289. The statement of Mr. Gruszczynski, Chairman of the Senior Advisers to ECE
Governuents on Energy, was rcad by the secrectariat.

290, In the discussions, declecgations stressed that cnergy problems were both important
and urgent. Thesc werc complex issues and international co-operation was a useful
necthod of solving encrgy problcms.

291, Some delegations pointed out that the Scnior Advisers on Encrgy had been given
a mandate under Commission dccision B (XXXIV) covering threce items., They maintained
that fruitful work had alrcady been done on the iten concerning exchange of
information and the item concerning the work programme. In their view, insufficient
attention had been devoted to examining problems relating to a possiblce High-ILevel
Meeting on Encrgy. The information alrcady available was sufficient to identify the
directions of further international co-operation and to define arcas for this
co-operation. These delegations suggested that topics for a possible High-Level
Illceting on Energy should be discussed by the Senior Adviscrs at their next scssion
and that prcparatory work be started, including convening special sessions or working
Zroups as necessary.

292, Other delegations stated that ruch useful work had alrcady becen done by the
Senior Adviscrs and that there was potential for further mcaningful contributions to
the development of co-operation in the encrgy ficld. A step in the dircction of a
permancnt process of cexchange of information had been initiated and the Scnior Adviser:
had adopted the corrcct coursc in the pursuit of the fulfilment of their mandate.
Their wvork had alrcady begun to show results in the forw of increcased understanding
of the Buropcan cnergy situation, an understanding which was nccessary as a basis

for mecaningful co-operation. It was however recognized that in its prescent draft

the report showed weakncsscs duc to the lack of information provided by certain
countrics and that therefore the sccrctariat had too often been obliged to rely on
its ovn cstimates. Conscequently, many delegations cmphasized paragraph 3 of the
conclusions adopted by the Senior Adviscrs which indicated the ficlds nceding
improvement. They considered that the scerctariat's rcport (ENER Y/R.lo) in improved
forn, together with other relevant documents end the work of the Scnior Adviscrs
thenselves, could scrve as a uscful basis for further work by the Senior Advisers at
their subscquent sessions towaxrds the fulfilment of all parts of their mandatc.
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293. Scninars werc considercd to be an important form of international co-operation.
Intcrest was cxpressed in the threec Symposia approved by the Senior Advisers,

i.c. the symposium on the rational utilization of scecondary forms of encrgy in the
econony, particularly in industry, the symposium on problems and opportunitics of
cast-west cnergy trade and co-operation and the symposium on comparative merits of
encrgy sources in mecting end-usc heat demand. In this regard, it was strcssed that
the Symposium on Comparative Merits of Encrgy Resources in Mecting End-Usc Heat Demand,
to be held in Ohrid (Yugoslavia), in 1982, would makc an important contribution to the
endcavours of the ECE in the ficld of cnergy. At the same tiwme all members of the
ECE wcre urged to participate in the Symposiurm, if possible. The Executive Secretary
was requested to exanmine together with UNDP the possibility of inviting to the
Symposiun sowme developing countrics particularly interested in the ficld of cencrgy.
The delegation of Austria offcred to cxplorc the possibility of hosting the symposium
on problems and opportunitics of cast-west encrgy trade and co-operation.

294. The suggestion was made that the sccretariat should prepare concretc proposals
for a possible co-ordinated programme of practical action in the field of cnergy and
the environment. It was also felt that an exchange of views and cxpericnces on
carcfully sclected topics would be a uscful method of work and in this rcspect the
planned debatc on "encrgy conscrvation and the rational use of cnergy" was welcored.
Some delegations supported the rccommendation of the seminar on technologies related
to new sources of cncrgy, to establish a working party on new sources of cnergy
including biomass.

295. The delegation of Romania proposcd to amnend the programme of work as follows:

- 01L(b).1(d) titlc to rcad: "Review of and participation in work in ECE on
nediun~-tern and long-ternm trends and prospects in the encrgy ficld!"; in the
nethod of work, to rcfor to collaboration with other Principal Subsidiary
Bodics specializing in the ficld of cnergy

- 01(b).2(c) nethod of work: to add rcference to the Coal Committec in the
French version

- 01(b).2(c) method of work: the Senior Adviscrs to assunc a co-ordinating
role with a view to avoiding duplication of woxrk

-~ 01(b).3(b) a scction on the method of work should be added

- 01(b).4(v) (i) method of works: introduce a reference to collaboration with
other interested Principal Subsidiary Bodics, in particular the Coal Committec

- 01(v).4()(ii) mcthod of work: to strcss the nced for cconomic and rational
utilization of all forms of cnergy

- 01(b).4(b)(iii) add method of work strcssing the nced for collaboration with
other intercsted Principal Subsidiary Bodics, in particular the Coal Committec

- 01(b).4 add new project (d) on "Now and improved cquipment resulting in
higher efficicncy in cenergy production; transport and use", to be implemented
in collaboration with cxperts from the engincering and elcctrical industrics.
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Co—opcration in the ficld of science and technology

(agenda iten 7(c))

296, This item was allocated by the Plenary to the Scssional Cormittce and was
considered together with the work of the Scnior Adviscrs to ECE Governments on
Science and Technology under item 4(f) of the agenda (sce paragraphs 212 to 221 abovc).

297. A draft decision on co-operation in the field of scicnce and technology,
submitted by the delegations of; France; Germany, Federal Republic ofs Greecce;
Italy; Poland; Romania; and Yugoslavia, was adoptcd by the Commission at its
12th meoting (for the tex’, sce chapter IV, decision E (xxwr)).

Econonic co-operation in the Meditecrrancan in the
light of the Final Act of the CSCE

(agenda iten 7(a))

298. TFor the consideration of this item the Commission had before it the

Exccutive Secretary's rcport E/ECE/1026, prepared pursuant to operative paragraph 4
of decision J (XXXV), and containing an account of activitics undertaken in
inplenentation of this decision.,

299. Delegations spcaking under this item stresscd the nccessity of strengthening
ccononic co-operation between all Meditcrrancan countrics and with other parts of
the ECE region. ECE had alrcady made considerablce progrcess in this respect, but
there were still possibilitices for further progress. There was some support for the
proposal to createc an information centre for industrial co-operation, which would
be specifically aimed at the nccds of south Europcan and Mediterrancan countries.

It was also proposcd that there should be further co-opecration in ficlds such as
agriculturc, transport, transfer of technology, cnergy and the cnvironment.

300, The participation in ECE mcctings of non-nenber Mediterrancan countrics was
welcomed, as was the co-operation cstablished with ECA and ECWA. It was also
necessary to undertake Joint projects with the help and co-operation of the
specialized agencics and other bodics of the United Nations.

30l. The dclegation of Isracl, spcaking under the provisions of article 11 of the
Cormission's terms of refercnce, welcored the activities of ECE to improve economic
co-opcration in the Mediterrancan area, in the light of the Final Act of the CSCE.

It felt that some of its country's cxpericnce in the fiecld of scicnce and technology,
encrgy, agriculture and irrigation, descrtification, cnvironment and industrial
co-operation was rclevant to other developing countrics in the region and stated

its rcadiness to sharc this cxpericnce.

302, L draft decision on economic co-opcration in the Mediterrancan in the light of
the FPinal Act of the CSCE, submitted by the delegations of: Cyprus; France;
Greeccey; Italy; Malta; Portugal; Romania; Spaini Turkey; and Yugoslavia, was
adopted by the Commission at its L2th rceting (for the text, sce chapter IV,
decision F (XXXVI)).
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Standardization

(agenda iten 7(e))

303. This item was allocated by the Plenary for preliminary consideration by the
Sessional Committec. The Committee had before it a Note by the Executive Secretary
on the subject (E/ECE/1027) as well as the Report of the Sixth Meeting of Government
Officials Responsible for Standardization Policies (ECE/STAND/22).

304. The representative of the European Economic Cormmunity stated that the ECE was
a nost suitable forum for discussion of standardization and certification problens
with a view to ensuring effective liaison between activities in these fields at the
national, regional and international levels.

305, The successful outcorme of the Sixth Mecting, at which two additional and
important rccommendations on standardization policies as well as a new and cxpanded
programme of work had been adopted, was welcomed. Many delegations strcesscd that
this work should be carried out in continued close co~operation with other
international organizations and conferences, notably the GATT, ISO, IEC and ILAC,

It was stated that the activitics of the ECE in the field of standardization policics
were of particular intercst to countries which were developing from the cconomic
point of view.

306, Several delegations reported on measures taken at the national level to
implenient the ECE recormendations on standardization policics. The hope was
cxpressced that ECE member countriecs would bear these recommendations in mind also
in their bilateral co-operation. Sorme cxamples of rccently concluded bilateral
agrcenicnts on tutual recognition of test results werc cited. The inclusion of
testing as a new arca in the Commission's programme of work and the convening of
ad hoc meetings on testing with a view to arriving ot a concerted approach was
considered to be an importent step forward. The opinion was cxpressced that the
practice of convening Meetings of Govermment Officisls Responsible for
Standardization Policics on an ad hoc basis should be meintained.

307. The Governrient of Czechoslovakia was thanked for organizing the cighth session
of the Group of Experts on Standardization Policics in Gottwaldov in January 1981,
at which further progrcess had becen achicved,

308. With regard to the Medium~term Plan 1984-1989, the delegation of the USSR

stated that the basic ainm of ECE activitics in the field of standardization policics
should be the climination of obstacles to trade by mecans of the harmonization of
national standards and tcchnical rcgulations with, preferably, intcrnational standards
and further co-operation in the fieclds of certification and testing.

309. At its 11th necting, acting upon the rccommendation of the Sessional Commiticee,
the Cormission adopted its decision on standardization (for the text, sce chapter v,
decision G (XXXVI)).
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Engincering industrics and automation

(agenda item 7(f))

310, The discussion of this item which was allocated by the Plenary for preliminary
consideration by the Sessional Committce was based on the Executive Secrctary's
report (E/ECE/1028) and on the report of the first scssion of the Working Party on
Engineering Industries and Automation CECE/ENG.AUT/Z).

311, A1l delegations taking part in the discussion stresscd the role played by the
engincering industrics in all cconomic sectors, and the inmportance of automation for
ccononic developrient and its prime role in scicentific and technological progress.

312, General satisfaction was expressed with the implementation of decision M (XXXV)
creating the Working Party on Engineering Industries and Automation. Delegations
undcerlined the organic link betwcen these two fields of the Cormisgsion's activities.

313. Appreciation was exprcssed of the achicvements of the Working Party during the
past year., in particular the studices completed during the ycar i.e. Mecasurcs for
Saving Materials in Engincering Industries (ECE/ENGIN/18); Use of Microcomputers in
Industry (ECE/AUTOMAT/14); Dcvelopments in Automation in the ECE Region

(ECE /AUTOMAT 15); Rolc and Place of Enginccring Industrics in National and World
Economics, Updating to 1970-1975 of the Analytical Part (ECE/ENGIN/12/Vol.I) and
Updating to 1975--1978 of the Main Statistical Tables (ECE/ENGIN/17). The statistical
publications, such as the annual Bullctin of Statistics on World Trade in Engineering
Products were commended, as well as the methodological work covering the expansion
of the scope of statistics to cover the production and international trade of
engineering products, including those rclated to automation. Co-operation with the
Confercnce of European Statisticians was welcomed. The work on studies and
statistics was considercd as a priority arca, playing an active role in the exchange
and disscmination of information of vital importance to the cconomic and social
developrmient of the ECE region.

314. Delegates noted with satisfaction the progress made in the finalization of the
study on the development of airborne cquipment to intensify world food production
and of the short experimental market review of the engincering industries; they
cndorsed the recommendation of the Working Party that they be issued with the least
possible declay.

315. Most spcakers commented favourably on the work under way in the field of
precision instruments.

316. Most dclegations concurrcd with the Working Party's approval of the use of
seninars and study tours as a particularly appropriate method of international
co—operation in the fiecld of the ecnginccring industrics and automation. The
delegation of Switzerland cxpressed his Government's reservations as to the selcction
of topics for scuminars covercd under "sclected economic and technological problems”
considering that most of thosc subjects werc of such a technical nature that they

did not pertain to the vocation of an intergovernmental body such as the Working Party.
The private scctor was in a better position to cnsure a balanced and up-—to-date
cxchange of such tcchnical information.

317. The Governnents of Italy and of the Ukrainian SSR were thanked for the
organization of the Scminars on Innovation in Engincering Industrics: Techno-cconomic
Aspects of Fabrication Processes and Quality Control, and on Autonation of Welding
held in Turin in Junc 1980 and in Kiev in October 1980, respcctively.
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318. Favourable comments were made on the preparations for the Seminars on Automation
of Assembly in Engineering Industries to be held in September 1981, and on Present
Use and Prospects for Precision Measuring Instruments to be held in Dresden

(German Democratic Republic) in September 1982, Gratitude was expressed to the
Government of Hungary for its offer to host a Seminar on Imnovation in Biomedical
Equipment (1983), and to that of the Byelorussian SSR for a Seminar on Development
and Use of Powder Metallurgy in Engineering Industries (1985). The topicality of

the forthcoming seminars was underlined.

319. Many delegations noted that the programme of work for 1981-1985 was well-balanced,
concentrated on topical subjects, and had created favourable conditions for fruitful
co—-operation amongst ECE member countries, as well as for co-operation with
developing countries outside the ECE region. At the same time they considered the
Terms of Reference for the Working Party to be an excellent reflection of the work

to be done, both in the field of automation and in that of the engineering industries.
The delegate of Switzerland stressed the need for the Working Party to concentrate
its work on subjects of general interest. The speakers underlined the usefulness

of close co-operation and possible harmonization of activities with other
international governmental and non-governmental organizations active in the field
under consideration, to avoid duplications when implementing the programme of work
and providing necessary cxpertise. Several delegations (German Democratic Republic,
Italy, lﬁ/ USSR) considered that the active help of governmental rapporteurs should
be sought in order to speed up the implementation of work.

320, The following detailed comments were made on the programme of work:

Work arca 0l(a).l: Medium and long-tcrm perspectives

01(a).1.1 ) Interest was expressed by the Byelorussian SSR, Czechoslovakia,
and ) the German Democratic Republic, Hungary, Italy, Switzerland, the USSR,
01(a).1.2 ) +the United Kingdom and the United States.

Work arca Ol(a),Z: Current developments and prospects

Work in this area was of special interest to all countries participating
in the discussion.

Work area 0l(a).3: Selected economic and technological problecums

Work in this area was of special interest to Czechoslovakia.

Ol(a).3.1 Interest was expressed by the Byelorussian SSR, Italy, the USSR,
the United States.

01(a).3.2 Interest was expressed by Hungary, Italy, the USSR, the United States.
Ol(a).3.3 Interest was expressed by Yugoslavia.
01(a).3.4 The Byclorussian SSR expressed its special interest.

01(a).3.5 Hungary, Italy, the United Kingdom and Yugoslavia favourably commented
on this topic.

. lﬁ/ Whenever in the following paragraphs the delegation of Italy is mentionecd,
it should be noted that it expressed the vicws of the Europecan Economic Community.
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01(a).3.6 The Byelorussian SSR, Italy, the USSR and the United States voiced their
spccial interest.

01(a).3.7 Austria and the Byelorussian SSR expressed their interest.
01(a).3.8 Yugoslavia considered this topic of special intecrest.

Work area Ol(a).4: Environmental and resource saving problems

Ol(a).4.1 A1l countrics participating in the discussion on this point expresscd
their intercst.

01(a).4.2 The Byelorussian SSR favourably commented on this topic.
01(a).4.3 The USSR expressed its special interest.

Work arca 0l(a).5: Statistics and information

This was regarded by a2ll speakers as a fundamental prercquisite for work
on all problems of engincering industries and automation.

321. When considering projects for the Medium-term Plan 1984-~1989, the following
detailed comments were made:

— The delegate of the Byelorussian SSR proposed the inclusion of a topic
concerning preparation of a study on international co-opcration in the
developnent of powder metallurgy.

~ The delegate of Czechoslovakia proposed a topic on micro-electronics together
with robotics.,

— The dclegate of the USSR recommended that the following topics be includeds

Trends in the use of robots in production proccsses of main industrial
branches in the ECE rcgions

-- Development of engincering equipment with low cneorgy consunption;
— Techno-ccononic problens of the foundry industry;
~ Decvelopuent of automated quality-control equipment;

- Techno-economic trcnds of 1lifting and conveying machines in the labour-
consuming branches of industry;

~ Usc of micro-processors and related tecchno—economic aspects of structural
changes in cengincering industries; and

— Developuent and improvement of the methods of collecting statistics to
facilitate production and to promote international tradc in cngincering
goods, including thosc rclated to automation.
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322, At its cleventh meeting, acting upon the recommendation of the Sessional Committec,
the Commission adopted its decision on enginecring industrics and automation (for the
toxt, see chapter IV, decision H (XXXVI)).

Recommendations by the Sessional Committee and
action taken thereon by the Plecnary

323, At its eleventh mecting the Commission heard a statement by the Chairman of the
Scssional Committee on the outcome of the deliberations of that Cormittce on the
reports of the Principal Subsidiary Bodics and on other items assigned to it by the
Plcnary for preliminary consideration.

324. The Chairmen of the Sessional Committec informed the Commission that the
discussions in the Cormittec had been thorough and constructive, snd that the
introductory statements presented by, or on bechalf of, the Chairman or Vice-Chairman
of ecach body had proved very useful in guiding the discussion on the main features
of the problems under consideration. He cxpressed the view that the discussions in
the Scssional Committec had demonstrated the continuing interest of ECE Governments
in the work of the Commission and their detcrmination to strengthen cast-west
co-opceration through ECE,

325. He nentioned that during the discussion in the Sessional Cormittee particular
intercst had been shown by delegates in such questions as the follow-up to the
High~lcvel Meeting on the Protcction of the Environment, as well as on cnergy
questions, transport, and scicnce and technology.

326, The Chairman of the Sessional Cormittee then submitted to the Plenary the
Committee's rccommendations that the Cormission adopt decisions on the following
items of the agendac:

(i) Stand axdization (agenda item 7(e))
(ii) Bngincering industries and automation (agonda item 7(f))

327. The Chairman of the Scssional Committee also informed the Plenary that, at its
request, the Scssional Cormittce had cxamined Concentration and Integration of the
Commission's prograrme of work under agenda item 4(c) and the Medium-term Plan for
1984-1989 under agenda itom 8(b). He mentioned that the Exccutive Seccretary had
prescnted information on procedures to be followed in the preparation of the
Medium~term Plan and the role of the Commission in the consideration of the Plan in
accordance with General Assembly resolution 34/224.

328. The Chairman of the Scssional Committec also mentioned that the Secssional Cormittec
had taken note of the Prograrme of Work for 1981-1985 under agenda iten 8(a).

329. He informed the Commission that following cextensive discussions on the nedium-term
plan for 1984-1989, on scicnce and technology and on cenergy, the Scssional Cormittee
had decided to recommend that final considcration of these subjects should take place
in the Plenary scssion.

330, The Chairman of the Commission cxpressed to the Chairman and Vice-Chairman of
the Scssional Committece, and to all dclegates who took part in the Sessional
Cormittce's deliberations, the Commission's appreciation and thanks for their work.

331. At the same rceting the Commission, acting upon the recommendation of the
Sessional Committec, adopted the decisions referred to in paragraph 326 above.
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Programme of work

Prograrric of work for 1981-1985

(agerda item 8(a))

332, This item was allocated by the Plenary to the Scssional Committee for
preliminary consideration.

3%33. The Comnmittece had before it document E/EGE/1029 of which it took notec.

Modiun-torn plan for 1984-1989 14/

(agenda iten 8(b))

334, This item was allocated by the Plenary to the Scssional Committec for
preliminary consideration. The Committec had before it the Note by the Executive
Scerctary E/ECE/1029/Add.1.

335. In introducing this item, the Executive Secrctary indicated that the draft
mediun~tern plan for ECE was subnitted for consideration by the Commission pursuant
to General Assembly resolution 34/224 on the Mediun-Tern Plamning in the

United Nations. The Cormission was rcquested to participate cffectively in the
"formulation, consideration, revicew and evaluation of the plan". The draft would
then be presented to the General Asscmbly in 1932 following consideration by CPC and
ECOSOC.,

336. Additional information on the planning process and on the objecctives of the
United Nations Medium—-ternm Plan in relation to the goals of the new international
" cconoriic order and the international developumient strategy was provided by the
Asgistant Sccretary-General for Programme Planning and Co-ordination.

337+ A gencral discussion on the draft medium~tcrm plan was held in vhich many
delegations participated.

333, There was general agrecrment that the medium-term plan should be an cssential
managenent instrunent for achicving coherence throughout the United Nations systen,
setting objectives and prioritics and providing a basis for cevaluation of prograrmes.
The medium-term plan should provide policy oricentation and broad guidelines for the
work of intergovernmental bodics like the Commission.

339, The following suggestions were made by some delegations:

(a) the formmlation of objcctives should clearly roflect the aims pursucd in
the Commission itsclf;

(b) the description of the programmes should be consistent with the wording of
texts adopted by the Commission and by its subsidiary bodics;

14/ For the egrecment rcached on this question sce paragraphs 10 and 17 of
resolution 1 (XXXVI),
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(¢) +the plan should not cnter into so great and binding a detail as to rcmove
flexibility and responsivencess; neither should it be a mere calendar of confercnces,
syuposia or scriinars which might be held at some time in the future;

(d) a standard approach to the cvaluation of the prograrmecs was desirablc,
if possible.

540, With regard to the trcatment of individual programmes, some delegations pointed
out that the degrce of detail should be similar in all programrics. Other delegations
thought that it should dcpend on the priority attached to the fiecld of activity in
question. The text of the programme should give a clear picturc of the future
activitics in any particular ficld,

341, Some delegations took the view that, considering the present financial
constraints, the orientation adopted in the draft medium-term plan was sound since
it was bascd on a continuation of currcent activities of the Commission rather than
initiation of ncw programrics or projects,

342, Many dclecgations stated that the principles of zero-growth budgeting and sound
nanagerient should be obscrved and clearly indicated in the nedium-term plan.,

34%, Some delegations pointed out that the medium-term plan did not in all cascs
accuratecly reflcct the decisions and orientations that could be found in the reports
of the Principal Subsidiary Bodics. Examples cited were: (a) sub-prograrme 2 of

the scction of the medium-tern plan dealing with international trade entitled

"Removal of obstacles to intraregional trade and trade promotion and diversification';
(b) sub-programmec 4 of the scction on science and tochnology; (c) the sub-prograrme
on clectric power and (d) on gas, both under the energy programme; (c) the
sub-programnic 2 of the scction on cnvironment; and (f) the sub-prograrme 4 on
international tradc.

344. Other delegations werc of the opinion that the draft mediun-teornm plan did not
properly reflect General Asscumbly resolution 34/224 in the scnse that it neither
identified new activitics nor set a realistic order of prioritics for the proposcd
prograrmes. These delegations suggested that new initiatives be introduced in such
prograrmes as cnergy, trade, transport, cnvironment and scicnce and technology.

345, With rcgard to the planning process, delegetions regretted that insufficicent
tine had been provided to the sccretariat for preparing the nediunm-tern plan.

Some delegations expressced regret that the intergovernmental bodies had insufficicnt
tine to examine the plan fully and suggested that the medium-term plan should be
first considered by the ECE Principal Subsidiary Bodies beforc receiving an
endorscrent by the Commission at its thirty-scventh scssion.

346. Othcer declegations pointed out that, since the plan was a framework which provided
policy guidance consistent with ECE rcsolutions and decisions, rather than a binding
work programme, the Commission should not object to the plan being subnitted by the
Exccutive 3eccretary for ite incorporation into the over-a2ll plan of the United Nations.

347. The delcgation of Romania proposed that it should be stated, in the gencral
oricntation of the first prograrmec, that the work on the preparation of a now
over-all ccononic perspective up to the ycar 2000 would start in 1982, as cnvisaged
in the programme of work of the Scnior Economic Adviscrs; it also proposed that
nention should be made in the description of onc of the sub-programues relating to
international trade of the cxtremely important objective of sccking additional forms
end modalities of co-operction for development, which was rightly referred to in the
gencral orientation of the internmational trade prograume as a whole,
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348, There was a genceral agrecment on the need for zero-growth budgeting and
flexibility in inmplementation of the mediurm-term plan both in terms of incorporating
new prograrmes where legislative authority has been granted and rcedeployment of
resources as prioritics or requirements should changc.

349, The dclegation of the Netherlands, on behalf of the member States of the
Europecan Econonic Comrmnity, supported by the delegation of the United States, stated
that the main clenents with regard to the mediuvm-term plan were:

(1) it should clearly reflcct the wish that the plan cubody the principle
of zero real resource growth;

(ii) flexibility should be one of the main characteristics of the plan;
(iii) the plan should cvolve according to prioritics sct by the Governments.

These delegations pointed out that the fact that they had not commented on specific
proposals madc by scveral delegations to revise various components of the plan should
not be construed as agrecment to those proposals.

350. The delcgation of the Ukrainian SSR stated that due to the insufficient time
provided to delegations to study the medium-term plen properly, it could not agrec
wvith the view that the present text could be referred to the United Nations
Headquarters for processing. In its view, and according to General Asscumbly
resolution 34/224, the plan was not a programme of work of the secrctariat but a
docunent rcpresenting the co-ordinated proposals on activitics of the Commission as
an intergovernmental body. Accordingly this delegation proposed the following
planning proccdurc. Following the preliminary discussion on the mediun-tern plan
at the present session of the Commission, the sccretariat should request the opinion
of member Governments on the content of the plan. At the same time, the draft plan
would be reviewed by the ECE Principal Subsidiary Bodies. Finally, a rcvised draft
would be preparcd by the sccretariat for approval by the thirty-seventh session of
the Commission.

Other busincss

(agenda itenm 9)

(a) Addrcss by the Exccutive Director of the United Nations Centre on Transnational
Corporations

351, Mr. K.\, Sahlgren, Executive Dircctor of the United Nations Centre on
Transnational Corporations, addressced the Commission at its third nceting, on
31 March 1981,

(b) Datc and place and agenda for the next scssion

352. The Exccutive Secrctary informed the Commission that the ftentative date for

the holding of the thirty-scventh session of the Commission in Geneva was 23 March

to 3 Lpril 1982, The Commisgion decided to lecave to the Exccutive Sccretary the
responsibility for dctermining, in consultation with the Officers of the Commission
and in the light of the rclevant arrangements of the ECOSOC and the General Assewbly,
the precise dates of the thirty-scventh scssion, and requested the Excecutive Sccretary
Yo inform the Governments thercon.
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353, Pursuant to Council resolution 1894 (IVII) the Exccutive Secretary informed

the Commission that the provisional agenda for the thirty-scventh scssion, which
would bc prepared in consultation with the Officers of the Commission, would consist
of the following main points:

(a) review of the cconomic situation in Europe;

(b) general debate on the work of the Commission as a whole, with special
refercnee to the action taken in the light of the resolution and decisions adopted
at the thirty-sixth scssion of the Commission;

(¢) concentration and integration of the Cormission's prograrme of work;

(d) consideration of the reports of the Principal Subsidiary Bodies of the
Commission.

(c) Staterent by the delegation of Albania

354. The represcntative of Albania stated, in comnection with references made in
certain draft resolutions or in documents of the Cormission to the CSCE, to the
decisions, declarations or rcsolutions adopted at Helsinki, Belgrade or Madrid, that
the CSCE was unrclated to the United Nations and its organs. He stated that the
Governnent of Albania, in conformity with its well-known position, had refused to
take part in the Conference and that for this rcason his Govermment did not consider
itself bound by any of the documents, decisions or resolutions of the thirty-sixth
session that contained references to the CSCE.

Annuel Report of the Cormission

(agenda item 10)

355, At its twelfth meeting on 8 April 1981, the Cormission adopted its Report
covering the period from 27 April 1980 to 8 April 1981,
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CHAPTER IV

RESOLUTICNS AND OTHER DECISIONS ADOPTED BY THE THIRTY-SIXTH
SESSION OF THE ECONOMIC COMMISSION FOR EUROPE

I. RESOLUTION

1 ‘XXXVI, THE WORK ANI FUTURE ACTIVITIES OF THE COMMISSIUN AND

THE PROPOSAL IN RECARD TO THE HO[DING OF ALL—FUROPEAN

IN THE FIELP OF PRQTEPTI)N OF THE mNVIPONMLN” DEVFIOPMFN”

OF TRANSPORT AND ENERGY

The Economic Commissgion for Europe,

Recalling its previous resolutions and in particular resolution 1 (XXXV),

Having considered the reports of its subsidiary bodies on their actlv1tles,
the notes and reports by the Executive Secretary, including his reports E/ECE/1016
and E/ECE/1021, the programme of work for the Commission for 1981/82 as well as the
long~-term programme of work for 1981-1985, and noting that during the thirty-sixth
session delegations have raised a number of points concerning the Commission's
programme of work,

Conscious of the role of the ECE in the multilateral implementation of the
pertinent provisions of the Final Act of the Conference on Security and Co-operation
in BEurope and welcoming in this regard the progress made in the implementation of
the Commission's work programme, pursuant to Commission resolution 1 (XXXV),

Believing that active work and joint efforts in developing further the
co-operation within the framework of the ECE serves the interest of all member
countries, irrespective of their systems including those which are developing from
an economic point of view,

Recognizing that the strengthening of regional co-operation contributes to
solving the pressing problems of world development and promoting economic growth
within the region as well as in countries outside the region, and hence peace and
security in the world,

Noting with satisfaction the Commission's contribution to the United Nations
programmes designed to assist developing countries, as well as its successful
co~operation with other international organizations,

Bearing in mind the contribution that the Commission and its member States could
make in the implementation of General Assembly resolution 35/56 on the new
International Development Strategy as adopted thereby contributing towards
establishing a new international economic order; as well as the importance of the
launching of mutually beneficial and adequately prepared global negotiations relating
to international economic co-operation for development,

Recalling the Soviet Government's proposal in regard to the holding of all-
FEuropean congresses or inter-State Conferences on co-operation in the field of
protection of the environment, development of transport, and energy, and the
suggestion in decision B (XXXI) that member Governments should study the proposal
thoroughly in the light of discussion in the Commission and the relevant provisions
of the Final Act of the CSCE,
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Recalling at the same time, the view expressed by the Executive Secretary in
his report E7ECE/911 to the thirty-second session of the Commission that the
authority of the ECE could be reinforced, and its work in the relevant areas given
an additional impetus, by high-level meetings properly prepared and held within
the ECE at an appropriate moment,

Reaffirming that any high-level meeting within the framework of the ECE would
require a precise and carefully prepared agenda; that the subject-matter should
require a high level of representation; that such a meeting should hold promise of
important decisions; that the topics for comnsideration should be of concern to the
region as a whole, and not lead to unnecessary duplication of the work of other
international organizations,

Affirming the major importance of energy for economic and social development,
and recalling its decision E (XXXV),

1. Calls upon the member Governments to continue to take full advantage of the
potential of the Economic Commission for Europe as an instrument for strengthening
economic relations and multilateral co-operation in the region;

2. Reiterates its earlier decisions to continue to intensify co-operation
among member countries in the framework of the work programme of the ECE, and
reaffirms the determination of member Governments to work towards an effective
multilateral implementation of the pertinent provisions of the Final Act of the CSCE
within the framework of the ECE, bearing in mind the importance of the principles
and aims of the United Nations Charter at the regional level; and reguests its
subsidiary bodies to continue to take into account, for their work, the pertinent
provisions of the Final Act which call for multilateral implementation within the
framework of the ECE;

3. Commends the Executive Secretary's report as contained in document E/ECE/1021
which he presented to the meeting in Madrid in accordance with the relevant provisions
of the Final Act of the CSCE and of its resolution 1 (XXXV) and requests the
Executive Secretary to participate, if invited to do so, in activities that may
result from that meeting and, in that case, to make the necessary arrangements to
that effects

4, QReiterates its previous call to its subsidiary bodies to take duly into
account when reviewing and carrying out their programmes of work the interests of
member countries which are developing from an economic point of view; to this effect
the Executive Secretary will take the necessary measures;

5. Notes the Executive Secretary's report E/ECE/1018, and requests its
subsidiary bodies to take into account in their activities the possible contributions
of the ECE to the United Nations programmes designed to assist developing countries,
and the necessity of effective co-operation with other international organizations;

6. Notes with satisfaction the progress made during the first meeting of the
Interim Executive Body (IEB), entrusted with the provisional implementation of the
Convention on Long-range Transboundary Air Pollution, the elaboration by the IEB
of a comprehensive workplan, and its support for the co-operative programme for
monitoring and evaluation of the long-range transmission of air-pollutants in
Europe (EMEP), and the elaboration of the programme of work by the first session of
the Working Party on Low- and Non-Waste Technology and re-utilization and Recycling
of Wastes, as a follow-up to the High-level Meeting on the Protection of the
Environment;

7. Recalls its resolution 1 (XXXV) and reiterates its appeal for early
ratification of the Conventions
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8. Welcomes the decision of the Committee on Water Problems, following the
adoption by the thirty-fifth session of the Declaration of Policy on the Prevention
and Control of Water Pollution; including Transboundary Pollution and in accordance
with the provisions of decision C (XXXV), to convene an ad hoc Meeting entrusted
with the preparation of draft terms of reference for a pilot project on monitoring
and evaluation of transboundary water pollution, for consideration by the Committee
at its next session; and requests the Executive Secretary to report to the
thirty-seventh session of the Commission;

9. Recognizes the importance of the development of intraregional trade and the
particular importance of the ECE, in respect of problems related to trade among
member countries having different economic and social systems, and draws the attention
of member Governments to the importance of the relevant provisions of the Final Act
of the CSCE in the elaboration of trade policies in the regions

10, Takes note of the report E/ECE/1022 of the Executive Secretary and of the
report (ECE;TRADE7136) of the Committee on the Development of Trade on its
twenty-ninth session;

11. Notes the discussions which took place during the twenty-ninth session of
the Committee on the Development of Trade and invites member Governmments to pay
particular attention to problems in the following areas, without prejudice to their
relative importance: all kinds of obstacles to trade, economic and commercial
information, business contacts and facilities, industrial co-operation, small and
medium size enterprises and compensation transactions in all their formsg

12, Invites the Committee on the Development of Trade to contribute further
to the achievement of the objectives mentioned in decision D (XXXV);

13, Takes note of the Executive Secretary's report E/ECE/1024 on energy matters
and the report of the third session of the Senior Advisers to ECE Governments on
Energy (ECE/ENERGY/6);

14, Notes that progress has been made with regard to an extensive exchange of
information and views between member Governments on general energy problems, including
energy resources, and national objectives and policies in these areas; and reiterates
the importance of this exchange which should provide a useful basis for closer
international co-operation on energy matters and for further work at subsequent
sessions of the Senior Advisers on Energy;

15. Requests the Senior Advisers, at their fourth and subsequent sessions, to
continue their activities according to the terms of their mandate under
decision B (XXXIV) andreiterates its understanding that all the elements of their
mandate should receive due attention; and therefore invites the Executive Secretary
to prepare an improved version of the report ENERGY/R.10 in accordance with the
conclusions adopted and the decisions taken by the Senior Advisers on Energy during
their third session for consideration at their fourth session to be convened as soon
as possible after distribution of the report;

16, Reiterates the suggestion in resolution 1 (XXXV) that member Governments
should study thoroughly the USSR Govermnment proposal for the holding of all European
congresses in the fields of transport and energy in the light of further discussions
in the Commission and the relevant provisions of the Final Act of the CSCEj
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17. Asks the Executive Secretary to circulate such views in regard to the
proposal as member Governments may wish to communicate to himg

18, Notes that the Executive Secretary will transmit under his own
responsibility to the Secretary-General of the United Nations his proposal on the
draft medium-term plan provided for in resolution 34/224 of the General Assembly
together with the report of the thirty-sixth session of the ECE containing views of
the members of the Commission;

19. Decides to review the proposal for the medium-term plan at its
thirty-seventh session to take into account views expressed by member Governments
and all the decisions with programme implications taken during the present biennium;

20. Approves its programme of work for 1981/82 and endorses in principle,
subject to review at its thirty-seventh session, its long-term programme of work for
1981-1985;

21, Requests its subsidiary bodies, as well as the Executive Secretary, to take
into account in their work and when reviewing their respective programmes this
resolution, the decisions of the Commission, and the points raised by delegations
and reported in the relevant passages of the report of this session inasmuch as
they are addressed therein; and

22. Requests the Executive Secretary to transmit the present resolution as
well as the other decisions of this session, together with the views expressed or
agreed in relation thereto by member Governments, to the Principal Subsidiary Bodies
concerned for their guidance.

12th meeting
8 April 1981
(see para. 61 above)

II. OTHER DECISIONS

A (XXXVI)  CONCENTRATION AND INTEGRATION OF
THT COMMISSION'S PROGRAMME OF WORK

The Economic Commission for Europe,

Recognizing the value of a review of concentration and integration of the
Commission's programme of work in a selected sector and the progress achieved so
far in the areas of trade, science and technology and environment,

Noting with appreciation the report of the Executive Secretary on concentration
and integration of the Commission's programme of work (E/ECE/1020) prepared pursuant
to operative paragraph 6 of Commission decision A (XXXV),

Commending the steps taken by the Executive Secretary to assure a more
efficient co—-operation within the secretariat on matters related to economic
projections and noting the short