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[24 March 1996]

1. The International Federation of Human Rights (IFHR) and its affiliate the
Egypti an Organization for Human Rights (EOHR) wish to draw to the attention of
the fifty-second session of the Conmi ssion on Human Rights the situation of
hurman rights in Egypt.

2. This situation, increasingly, is giving concern to national and

i nternational human rights observers. Increasing violations of human rights
in Egypt by governnmental authorities, on the one hand, and the viol ence
adopted by the fundanentalist armed groups of the political Islamc trend on
the other hand, are the cause for such concern

3. Al t hough the Egyptian Constitution affirnms several rights and guarantees
internationally recognized human rights, it al nost always |eaves the

i mpl ementati on of such rights to national |aws, which hinders their
application. Mreover, the state of energency law in Egypt during the past

15 years has beconme the "real constitution"” by which the country is governed,
gi ven the mandatory powers it grants the executive authority to restrict
freedons of individuals, such as the freedom of associati on, nmovenent and

resi dence, as well as permitting arbitrary arrests and detention
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4, The followi ng specific topics give rise to concern
1. Violation of the right to a fair trial
5. The CGovernnent of Egypt continues to refer civilians to military courts

and to deprive themof their right to be tried before civilian judges. This
has gone hand in hand with an unprecedented nunber of death sentences: 70, of
whi ch 48 have been executed since 1992. Oher sentences of inprisonnment and
life sentences to hard | abour have been passed on 400 persons, of whom 192
have been acquitted. However, those acquitted were never rel eased, but remain
in detention by virtue of adm nistrative detention orders. The referring of
civilians to mlitary courts has been acconpani ed by a | ack of basic
guarantees of a the right to a fair trial, principally the right to a defence
| awyer; to cross-exam ne witnesses; and the right to appeal before a higher
court. 1/

2. Violation of the right to liberty and physical security

6. The human rights situation in Egypt during the past five years has been
conprom sed by a continuing governnmental violation of the right to liberty and
physi cal security, particularly in the context of the confrontation between
the arned |Islam c groups and the Governnment. These rights continue to be
violated by illegal detention for |engthy periods, recurrent detention and
arbitrary detention. Qher violations include the arrest of fanmly nenbers of
t hose wanted by the authorities as hostages to force the fugitives to give
thenselves up. In addition, illegal detention continues even after the
sentence has been served, or after a final judicial decision has been taken to
rel ease or acquit the individual concerned.

7. In January 1996, 2/ the nunber of detainees in Egyptian prisons

was 16, 708. These people are detained to date in violation of the Egyptian
Constitution and the International Covenant on Gvil and Political Rights.
Inits report, ECHR states that recurrent detention has becone a prelude to
practising torture, as well as other hum liating and degradi ng treatnent.
Testinmoni es and reports received by ECHR affirmthat 350 individuals

(90 per cent of the total) have been tortured and ill-treated during periods
of detention in Central Security Forces canps and in the State Security

I nvestigation Departnment offices, or during collective punishnent in Egyptian
prisons.

8. Det ai nees al so suffer because their families or |awers are prevented
fromvisiting them and froma |lack of adequate nedical care. For exanple,
20 prisoners have died in Wadel - Natroun, El-Wadi El Gedeed, Abu-Za' abal and
| stegbal Tora prisons.

3. Violations of freedom of opinion and expression

9. The right to freedom of opinion and expression in Egypt is going through
a crisis after the passage of Law 93/1995, known as "the Press Law'. This |aw
has been objected to by the Journalists Union and journalists, even those
wor ki ng for pro-government newspapers. The |aw increases the penalties for
journalists accused of publishing-related offences. Moreover, the new | aw not
only penalizes publishing incorrect information, but also correct information
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if it is deened to be "provocative". This could lead to investigations of
publications becoming |like the Inquisition and examn ning people's intentions.
Furthernore, the | aw punishes all publication of information that the
authorities do not favour, including reports and statenents of hunman rights
organi zati ons concerni ng viol ati ons of human rights in Egypt.

10. The total nunmber of journalists referred to courts since this |aw was
passed on 27 May 1995, has been 38. Seven of them have been convicted and
sentenced to varying sentences, ranging fromfines to two years' inprisonnent.

4. Deterioration of prison conditions in Egypt

11. Prisoners and detainees in Egyptian prisons suffer fromvarious
violations practised by prison officials. In addition to the overcrowdi ng of
det ai nees (16,807) the living and health conditions are generally in violation
of the Constitution, the law and the United Nations Standard M ni mum Rul es for
the Treatnent of Prisoners. The authorities practise torture agai nst those
prisoners and detai nees who are nenbers of the political Islamc trend. The
mai n reason, perhaps, is the lack of supervision of these prisons by the
Mnistry of the Interior, which is responsible for them

12. ECHR has recently nonitored the use of a new way of punishing prisoners
and detai nees, known as "alienation". "Alienation" is a form of punishnent
used agai nst prisoners by holding themin prisons situated far fromtheir

pl aces of residence, such as El-Wadi El Gedeed and Wadel - Natroun prisons (in
which torture is a routine practice). Prisoners are not permitted to receive
visits fromtheir families or lawers, and their other rights are also
violated. It is noteworthy that Egyptian Law 396/ 1956 on prisons pernits
flogging as a disciplinary punishment, in violation of internationa
conventions that forbid physical punishnent of prisoners. The nbst shocking
formof torture nonitored by EOHR 3/ is "the reception party". During these
"parties", detainees are forced to take off their clothes and crawl on the
ground naked while soldiers beat themw th canes and | eather belts on their
backs. Many are seriously injured. This practice is carried out at
Wadel - Natroun and El -WaAdi El CGedeed prisons on receiving detainees.

5. Restrictions on the human rights novenent in Egypt

13. Law 32/ 1964, known as the "Associations Law', forns a major obstacle to
establishing human rights organi zations in Egypt. For instance, EOHR is stil
struggling to be officially recognized by the Government. This |aw grants the
Governnent the right to dissolve the institution concerned at any tine without
giving reasons. The CGovernnent has already di ssolved the Arab Wnen's
Solidarity Association in Egypt on the ground that it practises
"anti-religious activity". But this association, led by Dr. Nawal Es-Saadawi ,
was mai nly concerned with wonmen's issues.

14. Unexpectedly, the Governnent decided to refer the ECHR case to the
Suprenme Administrative Court during an intensive nmedia canpai gn whi ch accused
EOHR of harming Egypt's interests because of the reports it issues. The

| egi sl ative departnment of the Mnistry of Justice has also issued (on

22 January 1995) a decision stipulating that organi zations regi stered as
civil conpanies for public interest purposes nmust be subject to the
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Associ ations Law. This decision, issued at the Governnment's request, ains at
denol i shing the i ndependence of these organizations, and controlling their
civil activities. |In addition, the extensive mandatory powers granted to the
M nistry of Social Affairs by this law, enabling it to disband the boards of
directors of these institutions, should be noted.

15. IFHR, and its affiliate EOHR express their grave concern at the
situation of human rights in Egypt and call on the Governnent of Egypt to
harnoni ze its laws and practice with the international standards to which it
has commtted itself. In particular, the Government shoul d dissolve the
systemof mlitary courts and restore, in full, the civil admnistration of
justice. Finally, IFHR and its affiliate EOHR call on the Governnent to
repeal Law 32/1964 (the Associations Law) and permit all organs of civi
society to exist freely.

Not es

1/ Please see the ECHR report entitled "Mlitary trials", June 1995.
2/ "Prisoners without trials", ECHR January 1996

3/ "Aienation", EOHR, 12 Septenber 1995



