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Witten statenent submtted by the International Federation of

Human Ri ghts, a non-governnental organization in consultative
status (cateqgory ||

The Secretary-Ceneral has received the following witten statenment, which is
circulated in accordance with Econom ¢ and Soci al Counci
resol ution 1296 (XLIV).

[19 March 1996]
1. The International Federation of Human Rights Leagues (FIDH) and its
affiliate, the Chad League of Human Rights (LTDH) are still deeply concerned
about the situation in Chad in which serious nmassive and systematic abuse of
human rights persists.

The cont ext

2. VWi le Chad conmitted itself to a process of denocratization begi nning
in 1981, it remains one of the last countries in the French-speaking region
which has still not had free and open el ections. The resol utions adopted by

t he soverei gn national Conference in N djanmena fromJanuary to April 1993 and
especially those contained in chapter V relating to human rights have al nost
all become dead letters (of the 41 chapter V letters requiring action, only
five have been totally or partly carried out). The transition period, which
shoul d have been concluded in April 1994, has already been extended twi ce by
the transitional Upper Council and should normally end in April 1996.
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However, inportant threats are inplicit in the votes which should take place
during 1996. |In fact, the Round Table which, in the nmonth of January 1996
brought together the Government and politico-mlitary nmovenents at Franceville
(Gabon) did not inaugurate the expected gl obal peace accord and the probl em of
i nsecurity remains unresol ved.

Right tolife and to freedomfrombodily harm

3. Al t hough Chad has ratified the International Covenant on Cvil and
Political Rights and the Convention against Torture and her Cruel, |nhunman
or Degradi ng Treatnment or Puni shnment, they have not yet been incorporated into
the judicial systemof Chad, and the fundanental rights of individuals are not
respected. Throughout 1996, the LTDH has recorded hundreds of cases of

i nfringenent of inalienable human rights. Violations of human rights are
attributable, in the great majority of cases, to units of the security forces
(Rapid Intervention Force, National Chad Arny) and to a | esser extent to
politico-mlitary novenents operating in certain regions. The situation has
deteriorated especially in the two Logones (in the south of the country),
Quaddai (east) and the Lake Chad region (west), where civilian popul ations are
caught up as hostages in the confrontations between governnment forces and the
arnmed opposition novenents.

4. The ruling power has instigated a real reign of terror and does not
hesitate to make a pretext of a struggle against armed rebellion to justify
the worst exactions. QCppression is inmposed according to now well -established
patterns and has continued to get worse throughout 1995. Innunerable arrests,
of ten acconpani ed by gratuitous acts of violence and huniliation, are
performed beyond the law. Sunmmary and extraj udi ci al executions have becone
commonpl ace and create a feeling of acute insecurity in the popul ation.

5. Cases of torture reach pinnacles of horror, and quite usually bring about
the death of the victins: aside fromthe technique known as "abatachar" (a
practice which consists of tying the two arnms to the two feet behind the back
so as to nake the chest bulge forward, causing a stoppage of bl ood
circulation, often leading to paralysis of the Iinbs), I[ashing and various

ot her body injuries. LTDH has recorded several cases of victinms who had had
nails driven into their heads. Thus, on 28 July 1996 at Koubaou- Kol ,
governnment forces drove a nail into M Ngonndilem s head. Likew se, on

4 August 1995, Francgois Mdaiwal a was executed between Lol o and Kagroye, after
sol diers had driven several iron nails into his head. Mreover, cases of

i ndi vi dual or gang rapes of wonmen and even young girls have nultiplied
alarmngly, notably in the two Logone regi ons, where LTDH has been able to
identify 44 victinms of rape, of whom 11 were nminors, just for the period July
to Septenber 1995.

Assault on freedons of meeting and association

6. Ant oi ne Bangui, |eader of the Moyvement for National Recovery in Chad
(MORENAT), and several people who were with himwere severely beaten up by
nmenbers of the regular arnmy. On 11 Septenber 1995, M Sal eth Kebzabo,

presi dent of the National Union for Denocracy and Renewal (UNDR) was
interrogated, then inprisoned in the N djanena jail after an illegal search of
hi s house had been carried out several days earlier. On 2 March 1996, the
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former Prime Mnister, Kassire Delwa Coynakoy, currently chief of the Nationa
Assenbly for Denocracy and Progress (VIVA-RNDP) was arrested and detai ned, and
there are serious reasons to fear that this arrest was notivated only by

M. Counakoye's peaceful opposition to those in power. Sinilarly, trade union
of ficials and human rights associations are regularly subjected to acts of
intimdation, harassnent, attenpts at abduction. On 6 January 1995, M Beida
Soronang, an activist of the LTDH branch at Abeche, was attacked by three nen
armed with guns who seriously wounded himin the forehead. |In May 1995, LTDH
of ficials at Moundou (anobng them the president, Dobian Assinger, and the

vi ce-president, Gatou Ley Man) were victins of an abduction attenpt organized
by agents of the political police. In Septenber 1995 M Abou Laoukours,
president of the LTDH branch in the town of Lai was conpelled, follow ng
threats by the | ocal authorities, to |leave that place, and to go to live

el sewhere. In Cctober 1995, the president, vice-president and treasurer of
the M ssela LTDH branch were arrested and detained arbitrarily by the |oca
sub- prefect, for having denounced abuses by the |local authorities. On

1 June 1995, the prem ses of the N djanmena Hebdo (an i ndependent newspaper)
were | ooted by agents of the National Security Agency (ANS) who did not
hesitate to nolest certain nenbers of staff before taking themto ANS
quarters, where they were subjected to physical interrogation

Phenonenon of insecurity

7. The phenonenon of insecurity continues to get worse, in particular in the
regi ons where arned rebel groups are operating. The population is
systematically accused of conplicity with the rebels and suffers sensel ess
repression. Inhabitants are held to ransom and their goods are |ooted; entire
villages are destroyed and others have been conpletely deserted by their
popul ati on. Mreover, there is a clear upsurge of interconmunity viol ence
linked to problens over livestock and to conflicts over property, violence
which is exacerbated by partisan nmeddling by the civil and nmlitary
authorities. |Insecurity is further reinforced by road bl ockers (zaraguina).

Right to justice

8. The devel opment of serious, massive and systematic violations of human
rights in Chad is greatly favoured by the persistence of inpunity. Inpunity
itself is linked to the obvious lack of political will to pursue the
originators of human rights violations and bring themto justice, and to the
fact that the judicial systemremains very largely subordinated to the
executive power and has very limted roomfor manoeuvre, since the principle
of the separation of powers is not respected. Wen action is taken agai nst
the perpetrators of oppression, it has very little chance of success the
ruling power having no hesitation in interfering in the functioning of
justice, to prevent the inplenmentation of the courts' decisions. Besides,
many threats are made agai nst the nagi strates, who are not protected agai nst
del eteri ous changes of, or renoval from office (the principle of life-1ong
security of tenure is violated in the nost flagrant way), and who are

someti nes subjected to pressure, acts of intimdation and even direct attacks
on their life. Thus the president of the Mongo court of justice,

M. Theophile Al adoum was assassinated in Novenber 1995, and the substitute
of the attorney, M Traogra Madjitangue, escaped an assassination attenpt in
February 1996.
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Mor eover, many ammesties have been adopted (the | ast one dates from
10 June 1995), nmeking it inpossible to bring to justice the authors of hunan
rights violations, who remain in inportant posts in the apparatus of the State
or of the arny.

Status of econonmic and social rights

9. In spite of the ratification by Chad of the conventions of the

I nternational Labour Organization and of the International Covenant on
Econonic, Social and Cultural Rights, citizens of Chad continue to be
mstreated. Oning to large arrears of salaries, strikes have multiplied,
particularly in the fields of education and health. Young peopl e cannot
follow a normal schooling and are left to thensel ves, and many sick people die
in hospital for lack of adequate care.

Concl usi on

10. FIDH and its affiliate LTDH encourage denocratic progress, but

acknow edge, however, a w de di screpancy between the declared intentions of
the ruling power to follow the path of denocratization, and practice, which
shows nany obstacles to the achievenent of this process. They deplore that

t he undert aki ngs of Chad to nove towards denocracy have not found expression
in an inprovenent in the status of human rights, and that, on the contrary,
the responsibility of the authorities and of those charged with the
application of the law is undoubtedly at the root of the very nmuch worse hunman
rights situation. They believe that strengthening the surveillance of Chad by
the international community is indispensable if the authorities are to nake
real efforts to achieve a non-violent political alternative and to offer the
peopl e the opportunity to enmerge once and for all fromthe | ong decades of

ni ght mar e.

Also, to lead to an inprovenent in the situation, FIDH and its affiliate
LTDH think it is extrenely inportant that the Conmi ssion on Human Rights
shoul d publicly nom nate a special rapporteur on the situation of human rights
in Chad, to report back to the Conmission in its fifty-third session.



