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The Secretary-CGeneral has received the following witten statenent,
which is circulated in accordance with Economic and Soci al Counci
resol ution 1296 (XLIV).

[19 March 1996]

1. The International Federation of Human Rights Leagues (IFHR) and its
affiliate the Sudan Human Ri ghts Organi sation (SHRO renain deeply concerned
by the situation of human rights in the Sudan. This situation has not changed
for the better in 1995. |In sone respects, it has in fact shown clear signs of
deterioration. The war, the nost serious arena for hunman rights abuses,
continues to generate grave violations by all parties to the conflict.

2. Al t hough the Governnment announced a transition fromthe so-called
"revolutionary legitinmcy" to denocracy and enbarked on the el ection of the
Nati onal Parlianent and the President of the Republic, these devel opnents are
nullified by the ban on freedom of expression and associ ati on. Mreover, the
| egal framework within which the regi mne operates remai ns unchanged. The
regine is still opposed to political pluralismand is still comritted to its
I slami st ideology and to the inplenentation of the Shari'a. The rights of
wonen, marginalized groups and children continue to be subject to serious
violations and curtailments. The absence of an independent judiciary has |ed
to the absence of any check and bal ance nmechani sm whereby citizens can seek
redress agai nst the violence conmtted agai nst themby the State.
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3. Nei t her the repeated ammesti es declared by the Governnent nor the changes
in the National Security Act spelled the end of the practice of arbitrary
detention under the current reginme. Detainees have continued to be kept for
indefinite periods without charge or trial even after the Governnent's

decl arati ons of ammesties. Article 6 of the Second Constitutional Order,

i ssued on 30 June 1989, instituted a state of enmergency which is still in
force and accordingly the head of State or those authorized by himare

i nvested with the power of detaining any person or persons suspected of
threatening political or econonmic security.

4, The regime's flagrant human rights abuses are taking place against the
wi der background of the deprivation to which the vast majority of Sudanese
citizens are subjected. The colossal cost of the regime's war has |ed

to a spiralling rise in the cost of living and an unprecedented drop in

the standard of living (at the tinme of witing, inflation is estinated

at 114 per cent, according to the International Mnetary Fund). Public
services have suffered seriously, particularly health services. Malaria and

t uber cul osi s have becone endemic and the cost of treatnment and drugs is beyond
the vast majority of citizens.

The civil war

5. The intensification of the war since 1989 has led to the displacenment of
hundreds of thousands of southern citizens who fled to the relative safety of
nei ghbouring countries or to the north. The citizens who still remain in the
war zone are subjected to gross human rights abuses by the governnment armny or
its mlitias or by the rival rebel factions. A cease-fire, brokered by the
former President of the United States, Jinmy Carter, at the end of March 1995,
cane to an end in August 1995 when hostilities resuned. During the cease-fire
peri od, a great nunber of people benefited froma vaccination canpai gn agai nst
t he endemi ¢ Quinea worm and river blindness that was carried out by the
United Nations Operation Lifeline Sudan (OLS). Unfortunately OLS was denied
access to many government-held areas. Governnental clearance for relief
flights remained selective and there were reports about aerial bonbardnments
against civilian targets. There were also reports about mlitia activities,
whi ch invol ved the capture of children in the northern areas of Bahr el -Chaza
and Upper Nile who were allegedly reduced to a status of servitude.

6. In fighting that broke out between the Sudanese People's Liberation
Arnmy and the Sout hern Sudan | ndependent Movenent in Kongor in

Sept enber 1995, 23 died and 38 were injured. Anpng the dead

were 11 civilians.

7. Reports reachi ng SHRO about the regine's training canps paint a grim

pi cture of harsh conditions and severe hardship. The extreme rigour of the
physi cal routine, poor food and | ack of proper nedical care have cost many
young nmen their lives. In Novernber 1995, SHRO received a report fromreliable
sources about the death of two conscripts: U hnman Bashir Abu Agla and

Abu Dhar 'Abd al-Gnhani. Abu Agla, a recent graduate fromthe Faculty of Arts
at the University of Khartoum died in el-Sileit canmp (about 50 kns south of
Khartoum) on 21 Novenber 1995 after he was subjected to brutal treatment:

he was nmade to stand for hours on end, had cold water poured on him and he

was subjected to severe beating for two days. Abu Dhar 'Abd al - Ghani was
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a student who had just finished high school. He died in a canmp in

el -CGetina (60 kns south of Khartoum) after he had contracted nal ari a.
Despite the deterioration of his health and the protests and pressure of
his col |l eagues, he received no nedical attention

8. Aid relief for civilians has been used for purposes of politica

| everage. In Novenber 1995, the Governnent banned all relief flights from
outside the country into southern Sudan. This led to the cancellation of
operations by OLS and the International Conmittee of the Red Cross. The ban
was partially lifted in Decenber 1995. 1In northern urban centres, "street
children" are constantly harassed, subjected to arbitrary arrest and sent to
speci al canps. These children belong al nost exclusively to displaced people
fromthe south and the Nuba Muntains. Even if the children live with their
famlies and informthe captors of their addresses, they are unlawfully seized
and sent to canps. The canps are set up as instrunments of I|slamzation and
mlitary training. The parents of children who di sappear are left wthout any
governnental help and they rely exclusively on their own resources and
fortuitous circunstances to | ocate the whereabouts of their children. The

| ack of governnental cooperation with parents and the reginme's resistance to
any international investigation of the natter are to be expected as the
CGovernment itself is creating and deepening the problem |In Septenber 1995,
and during the period of popular unrest, about 3,370 "street children" were
rounded up and taken to the energency courtyard of Kober Prison in

Khartoum North. They were left there for a whole day w thout food or drink
and they eventually broke out in a mass escape.

Arrests, torture and deaths

9. A wor | dwi de canpai gn was nounted to exert pressure on the Governnent to
rel ease al -Sadiq al -Mahdi, the former denocratically elected Prime M nister

He was arrested on 16 May 1995, shortly after expressing views critical of the
Covernnment's policies in a nosque sernon. He was never formally charged,

t hough sone of the reginme's spokesnmen threatened to put himon trial, accusing
hi m of coll aboration with the externally-based opposition. Al -Mhdi's arrest
was followed by the arrest of scores of his followers throughout the country.
On 25 August 1995, al -Mahdi was rel eased. Comenting on the circunstances of
his [ atest detention, he described themas of the worst. Another wave of
arrest included people in Wad Medani, Hasahei sa, Mesellemya, Singa and the
Hal awi n area. Reports reaching SHRO fromreliable sources confirmthat the
torture apparatus is still in place and that torture is still routine for
detainees. In late August 1995, SHRO expressed its concern about advocate
Muhamad Abd Al l ah Mushshawi (aged 65) after receiving reports that he was
bei ng severely tortured. Not only was he subjected to torture but he was

all owed no access to nedical care despite his deteriorating health condition
In Cctober the veteran Nuba politician, Reverend Philip Abbas Gaboush, was
arrested and there were disturbing reports that he was subjected to torture.

10. M. Shihab Ali Yusuf, who is a student at the Faculty of Environmental
Studies, Ahlia University of Ondurman, was detained from Septenber 1995 to
January 1996. He was paraded on national television and accused of tearing up
a copy of the Koran. During his detention, he was severely tortured and
alnost lost the ability to nove.
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11. SHRO sources confirmed the death of Ahmed Musal l am (aged 44) a citizen
fromthe Nuba Muntains, on 26 August 1995. According to SHRO sources, the
Popul ar Police stopped himin Mayo, Khartoum and shot himdead. The Popul ar
Police tried to conceal his body but his famly was eventually able to
retrieve it from Khartoum Hospital nortuary. Qur sources did not give any
notive for the killing but what should be borne in mind is that extrajudicial
killing by regular or paranilitary forces are conmonly not investigated by the
authorities. The nmenbers of these forces can usually violate rights,
including the right to life, with inpunity.

Recomrendat i ons

(i) The Covernnent of the Sudan should abide by its human rights
obligations and lift all anti-human rights laws in the Sudan and
stop the arbitrary arrests, torture and extrajudicial Kkillings of
t he suspected political opponents.

(i) The Governnent of the Sudan should respect international lawin the
treatnment of civilians in the war zone, stop its brutal canpaign of
forcible conscription and stop the civil war by recognizing the
right to self-determ nation of the people of southern Sudan and the
Nuba Mount ai ns.

(iii) The CGovernnent shoul d provide access to the United Nations
Speci al Rapporteur, M. Gaspar Biro and other international human
rights nonitors to observe and report on the hunman rights situation
i n Sudan



