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[25 March 1996]

1. Anong the many countries nonitored by Human Ri ghts Watch and the numerous
i ssues that have been the focus of our attention during the past year, we
bel i eve that the human rights situation in the followi ng countries requires
that the Conmi ssion adopt particularly urgent and specific neasures. W

di scuss themin this statement and respectfully urge you to take these steps.

Col onbi a

2. The human rights situation in Col onbia remained a grave concern

during 1995. Mdre than 10 persons have been killed for political or

i deol ogi cal reasons every day on average since 1988 up to the present. Six
of these are executed extrajudicially and another three die as a result of
mlitary actions within the context of the internal armed conflict. Every
three days a person is disappeared. Additionally, every three days a person
i s assassinhated due to the violence against nmargi nal sectors of society

(i nappropriately called "social cleansing"). Al nost 30,000 peopl e have died
as a result of all these causes from 1988. At the same tinme, inmpunity for
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nmenbers of the security forces inplicated in human rights crines continues

Twi ce in 1995, the Governnent used state of emergency declarations to suspend
fundamental rights, intensifying the clinmate of fear of the authorities.
Paramilitary groups expanded their areas of operation in 1995 and appeared to
be mounting a nationally coordi nated of fensi ve agai nst Col onbi ans deened
synpathetic to arned guerrillas. These groups operate with the tol erance, and
in sone cases assistance, of the security forces.

3. Because of the extrenme gravity of the situation, Human Ri ghts WAtch urges
t he appoi nt ment under item 10 of the Conmi ssion's agenda of a special
rapporteur for Col ombia. The Commi ssion would thus adopt the recomrendati on
presented by the Special Rapporteurs on extrajudicial, sumary or arbitrary
executions and on the question of torture who called for the designation "of a
speci al rapporteur who could ensure permanent nonitoring of and reporting on
the human rights situation" in their joint report on Colonbia to the
Conmission at its fifty-first session. Sonme 50 Col onbi an NGOs signed a
petition in January calling for the appointnment of a special rapporteur

4. The oversight of the United Nations has been fundanental in supporting
efforts within Colonbia to overcone a persistently alarmng human rights
situation. None the |less, the continuing high Ievel of violent human rights
abuse nmakes an intensification of United Nations scrutiny indispensable. A
speci al rapporteur of the Comm ssion on Hurman Rights could cl osely nonitor
Col ombi @' s overall human rights situation, as well as supervise the

i mpl enentati on of the reconmendati ons nmade by United Nations experts after
visits to Colonbia in 1988, 1989, 1992, and 1994. Hunan Ri ghts Watch/ Amreri cas
joins Col onbian NG3s in expressing our deep concern over the fact that the
Governent of Col onbi a has yet to conply substantially with these
reconmendati ons, nor has it provided these United Nations organs with

i nformati on requested concerni ng conpliance.

Ni geria

5. Human Rights Watch is extrenmely concerned at the continuing crisis in
Nigeria. The nilitary regime, led by Gen. Sani Abacha, has, in the nore than
two years since it seized power, consistently violated the human rights of the
Ni geri an people. Nunerous human rights and pro-denocracy advocates have been
det ai ned or inprisoned; press freedom has been restricted; trade union
activity has been curtailed, and the powers of the judiciary have been
severely circunscribed. The execution of minority rights activist

Ken Saro-Wwa and ei ght other nenbers of the Movenment for the Survival of the
Qgoni Peopl e on 10 Novenber 1995, following a trial before a special tribuna
that fell far short of international standards of due process, nerely
confirmed the Governnent's contenpt for the rule of [aw and defiance of
donestic and international opinion

6. Since the execution of Saro-Wwa and his col | eagues, the Government of
Ni geria has continued its repression of internal dissent. A nunber of

promi nent individuals have been detained in 1996, including MIton Dabi bi
general secretary of the oil union PENGASSAN, noted | awyer and | eader of the
Nati onal Conscience Party (NCP), Chief Gani Fawehinmi, as well as the
director of operations for the NCP, Fem Aborisade; and the president of the
Nat i onal Association of Denocratic Lawers, Fem Falana. Al those convicted
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in 1995 of participation in an alleged coup plot, including forner

Presi dent O usegun ohasanjo, renmain in custody, although their trial also
failed to nmeet international standards and little evidence appears to exi st
that a coup was ever planned. Detainees and prisoners in Nigeria are

subj ected to i nhunman and degradi ng treatnent and deni al of appropriate nmedica
care, while the Governnment has routinely disregarded orders to produce

detai nees in court.

7. The trial of a further 19 QOgoni activists is due to begin in N geria
shortly, again before a special tribunal which can be expected to violate
human rights standards. Human R ghts Watch is concerned that these activists
may al so be executed, and that other violations will continue unabated unl ess
it is made clear to the Governnment that serious international consequences
will result if it continues to flout international opinion. For that reason
we are calling on the Conmi ssion on Human Rights to pass a strong resol ution
condemmi ng viol ations of human rights in Nigeria, calling on the Government to
take action to halt these abuses and calling on the Security Council to take
further nmeasures to inmpose sanctions on the mlitary regine. |In addition, we
call for the appointment of a special rapporteur on Nigeria, and believe that
Ni geria shoul d be placed on the Conmi ssion's agenda until significant

i mprovenents in respect for human rights are shown.

Sudan

8. The overall human rights situation in the Sudan has changed very little
since the |last session of the Conmi ssion on Hunan Rights. The parts of the
country not directly affected by the war also |live under a state of emnergency
decreed at the tine of the coup in 1989 in which the denocratically el ected
government was overthrown; speech, assenbly, association, novenent and ot her
basic rights are denied within a franework of law that pernits prol onged
arbitrary detention, no due process, and torture and mistreatment for the

t housands of people the security forces and the nmilitary detain yearly,
suspected of being enemi es of the current Governnent. The war in the south,
nowinits thirteenth year, is weaking havoc on the lives of ordinary

sout herners who are constantly subject to displacenent, disease and hunger as
the front lines shift and change. Their suffering is caused in |arge part by
violations of humanitarian | aw that forbids targeting civilians and
destruction and looting of civilian property. They have paid a heavy price:
over 1 nillion are said to have perished as a direct or indirect result of the
conflict in the 10 years from 1983 to 1993. The war, briefly halted by a
cease-fire for four nonths in 1995 at the request of former United States
President Jinmy Carter to pernmit health workers to address endenic di seases of
gui nea worm and river blindness, broke out again with a fury in October 1995
as the Sudan Peopl e's Liberation Mowvenent/Arny (SPLM A) scored sone gai ns and
recaptured substantial territory it had |l ost to the Governnent in 1991-1992
The two main factions of the rebel novenent, the SPLM A and the South Sudan

| ndependence Movenent/Arny (SSIMA), continued to fight each other even after
they reached a cease-fire agreenment, and splinters fromthe SSIM A caused even
nore fighting. Last year in its resolution 1995/77 the Conmi ssion on

Human Ri ghts recomended that its Special Rapporteur on the situation of

human rights in the Sudan consult with the Secretary-General on nodalities

| eading to the placenent of nonitors in such locations as would facilitate

i mproved information flow and assessnent and woul d hel p the i ndependent
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verification of reports on the situation of human rights in the Sudan. This
is particularly inmportant because the Governnent of the Sudan refuses to |et
t he Speci al Rapporteur enter the country to investigate the human rights
situation. Human R ghts Watch has supported the idea of the placenent of
hurman rights nmonitors inside and outside the Sudan since 1994. W understand
that the Special Rapporteur has identified three |ocations, one each in
Uganda, Kenya and Eritrea, and secured the agreenent of the United Nations
agenci es operating there, for the placenent of three human rights nonitors.
But the funding for this vital project, of so nmuch inportance to bring
pressure on the parties to the war to stop their abuse of civilians, has not
been forthcom ng. W therefore urge the Conmission to nove pronptly to seek
speci al earmarked funding for the placenent of three human rights nonitors
according to the Special Rapporteur's plan.

Uzbeki st an

9. Except for a brief flourishing of freedons at the height of the
"CGorbachev thaw' in the late 1980s and a few other exceptions, such as freedom
of religion, the Republic of Uzbekistan has nade no progress toward sheddi ng

t he abusive practices it inplenented during the highly repressive Soviet era.

10. Basi ¢ human rights are brutally repressed: public rallies, sone
newspapers and genui ne opposition political parties are banned. The
CGovernment successfully elimnated the political opposition that arose in the
Cor bachev period and has nade State-sponsored terror so pervasive that any
potential dissent has been rendered inpossible. The primary targets of
governnent repression are peaceful dissenters, |eaders of the independent

I slami ¢ comunity and human rights nonitors. They suffer arrest, often on
fal sified drug and weapons charges, arbitrary detention, beatings and

ki dnappi ng, constant threats and surveillance, and bl acklisting that keeps
even rel eased political prisoners living on the brink of poverty and
effectively unable to continue their dissident activities.

11. The small human rights conmunity has been repressed, and the only
functioni ng, indigenous, non-governnental rnonitoring group was refused
government registration. Police brutality is common, particularly during the
arrest and investigation stages.

12. Despite allowi ng many mani festations of public piety, the Governnent has
| aunched an al armi ng crackdown agai nst adherents of "independent", as opposed
to State-sponsored, Islam who are perceived as |less than loyal to the
Covernment. It has resulted in nunmerous arrests, arbitrary detentions, at

| east three "di sappearances after detention", and nunerous politically
discrimnatory firings of clergy from nosques.

13. Since the fall of 1994, the Government has taken nunerous steps towards
improving its international inmage as a serious abuser of human rights. Anong
other things, it adopted a constitution enshrining basic rights and acceded to
some international human rights covenants. It has established the Ofice of
Human Ri ghts Orbudsman, although it has not yet adopted the concomitant |ega
base for that office; it has lifted the nearly three-year ban on visits from



E/ CN. 4/ 1996/ NGO 62
page 5

Human Ri ghts Watch; and has all owed the Organi zation for Security and

Cooperation in Europe to open a permanent regional l|iaison office inits
capital

14. However, the Government has mani pul ated the sudden influx of

i nternational human rights observers to win ill-deserved approval for its

human rights record. After inviting Hunan R ghts Watch to Uzbeki stan, for

i nstance, the CGovernnent broadcast inmages of Hunan Ri ghts Watch's del egates
dubbed with falsified commentary that the organization had not found any

evi dence to support reports of abuse in the country - a text entirely at odds
with the del egation's actual nessage and findings. Such manipul ation reveals
a di sappoi nting degree of cynicismand bodes ill for the country's ability to
i mpl ement lasting reform

15. Human Ri ghts Watch calls on the Conmi ssion on Human Rights formally to
express concern about the repressive practices in Uzbekistan. W also urge
the Working Group on Arbitrary Detention, the Special Rapporteur on the rights
to freedom of opinion and expression, and the Special Rapporteur on the
question of torture and other cruel, inhuman or degradi ng treatnent or

puni shrent to conduct investigations and report to the Commi ssion on

Human Rights at its fifty-third session



