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OVERVIEW 
(You may wish to use pages v and vi to briefly present your national position five years after uNCED) 

Some key environmentti legislation, for example, the Resource Management Act 1991(RMA), predates the Rio Earth Sum&, 
but contains the concept of sustainability. The Resource Management Act has as a single overarching purpose: to promote the 
sustainable management of natural and physical resources. In essence, sustainable management comprises two things. Firstly it is 
about recognising more fully the environmental costs of activities and policies in order to protect our natural and physical resources 
(better environmental valuation). Secondly, it is about better consideration of the earth’s resources, with a view to conserving the 
potential of resources for fbtUre generations (better environmental stock taking). The Act’s definition provides that human needs 
are balanced against the intrinsic value of the environment, and elements within it. It provides for the environment to be both used 
(including with damaging effect) and protected while establishing a baseline for environmental health. Sustainable management seeks 
to achieve the environmental component of sustainable development, focusing on the sustainability of the natural and physical 
environment. An important aspect of this is that sustainable management of the environment not be compromised by social or 
economic goals. Regional government has a significant and key role in implementing the Resource Management Act. Xn planning 
for resource management, regional councils must prepare policy statements specifying policies and objectives for the management 
of resources in the region and the methods by which these will be achieved. Regional councils may also prepare regional plans which 
further detail the use of specific resources. Territorial authorities must prepare district plans which include controlling the effects of 
land use., controlling noise, and protecting rivers and lakes. The policies and plans are structured in a hierarchy, and each must “not 
be inconsistent” with those above it. Central government policies are on top, regional policies below them, regional plans next, and 
district plans at the lowest level. Central to the development of the plans is consultation with regional government’s constituent 
stakeholders. 

Since Rio, several other pieces of legislation have been set in place that give effect to many of the Rio Principles and many 
aspects of Agenda 21 (as well as to the other Rio agreements viz: the Framework Convention on Climate Change (FCCC), the 
Convention on Biological Diversity (CBD), and the Forests Principles). Such legislation includes: 
. the Forests Amendment Act 1993 which ensures the management of an area of indigenous forest land in a way that maintains 

the ability of the forest to provide a full range of products and amenities in perpetuity, while retaining the forest’s natural values; 
l the Biosecurity Act 1993 which restates and reforms laws relating to pests and unwanted organisms; 
. the Fisheries Act 1996 which aims to provide for the use, conservation, enhancement, and development of fisheries resources 

so that people can provide for their social, economic, and cultural well-being while: ensuring the potential of those resources to 
meet the needs of future generations, and avoiding, remedying or mitigating any adverse effects of fishing on the aquatic 
environment; 

. the Hazardous Substances and New Organisms Act 1996 which has a strong focus on environmental protection and establishes 
an Environmental Risk Management Authority (ERMA) to, among other things, assess and decide on applications to introduce 
hazardous substances or new organisms into New Zealand; 

. and the Ozone Layer Protection Act 1996 which sets up a framework to facilitate compliance with changes to obligations under 
the Montreal Protocol. 

Along with this legislation, the Government has developed a number of strategies and policies that contribute to the achievement of 
sustainable development. These include: 
l the Environment 2010 Sfrutegy ( E2010), which is the first comprehensive statement of environmental priorities and strategies 

ever developed by a New Zealand government and contains goals and an action agenda focusing on eleven priority issues. The 
Green Package announced in the 1996 Budget represents the first attempt to prioritise actions to implement E2010 goals and 
contained NZ$llO million additional funding over 3 years to address aspects of the 11 priority issues in E2010; 

. the Research Science and Technology 2010 Strategy, which provides a vision, goals, and action plans to achieve the goals. A 
key element in the strategy is the Government’s commitment to increase public research expenditure from the current 0.6 % of 
GDP to 0.8% by 2010; 

. National Science Strategies (NSS), mechanism by which the Government develops and facilitates the implementation of national 
science in key areas of national importance. Currently there are three NSSs in place. These are on climate change, sustainable 

land management, and possums/ bovine Tb control. National Science Strategies underpin other national strategies that exist in 
these areas; 

. the Sustainable Lund Management Strategy (SLM) which is designed to promote environmental improvement of commerciahy- 
used land for agriculture and forestry, and identifies high country degradation, agricultural impacts on aquatic ecosystems, and 
hill country erosion as priority areas for action; 
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OVERVIEW (Cont’d) 

l the NEW zeak~tnf Comrul p&cy Sratement (NZCPS) which provides guidance to regional and district councils on elements in 
the coastal environment that are of national importance and should be protected, a~ Welt as identrfying restoration and 
rehabilitation of the coastal environment as being a national priority); 

. a rational Bio&versio srrure~ which will be a plan of action for conserving and sustainably managing bidiversity; 
. New ik&nd’s first stae of the Environment Repon (SER) anti the Nalional Environmental hdiCUtOrS ProFame - the former 

representing the first attempt’ to marshal together scattered statistics apd information on key aspects of New Zealand’s 
environment, and the latter the first attempt to develop for New Zealand indicators that will reflect the condition of the 
environment at a particular point in time, show the pressures that human activities place on the environment, and provide 
measures of the effectiveness of any action in response to these pressures. 

These laws, regulations, strategies, and Policies collectively give effect to sustainable development. However, as Was recently pointed 
out in the OE&*s Environmental Performance Review of New Zealand, “until there is sufficient information across the range of 
important issues, it will . . . be difftcult to prioritise issues adequately. Once quality information and analysis are available, it will 
be Possible to set detailed targets”. ‘Ihe collection of central and consistent environmental statistics is one end towards which the 
SER and indicators programmes is directed, and which will, together with the other measures outlined, contribute to the sustainable 
management of New Zealand’s environment. 
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UNCSD - NATIONAL LEVEL COORDINATION STRUCTURE OF AGENDA 21 ACTIONS 
(Fact Sheet) 

NEW ZEALAND 

1. Key National Sustainable Development Coordination Mechanisn$s)/Council(s).: “UNCEb Implementation Officials Group” 
(an interdepartmental committee). 

Contact points (Name, Title, Offke): 1. Mr Robert Ogilvie, Senior Environmental Analyst, Mb&try for the Environment; 
2. Mr David Gamble, Director, Environment Division, Ministry of Foreign Affairs & Trade 

Telephone: 1. (+64 - 4) 498 7400: 2. (+64 - 4)-473-2047 Fax: 1. (+64 4) 471 0195: 2. (+64-4)-494-8507 e-mail: 

Mailing addresses: 1. P.O. Box 10362, Wellington. New Zealand. 2. Private Hag 18-901, Wellington, New Zealand 

2. Membership/Composition/Chairperson 
2a. Lit of ministries and agencies involved: Ministry of Foreign Affairs and Trade; Ministry for the Environment; Department of 
Conservation; Ministry of Forestry; Ministry of Agriculture; Ministry of Health: Ministry of Commerce; Ministry of Research, Science & 
I’echnology; Ministry of Maori Development, Ministry of Transport, Department of Prime Minister and Cabinet. 

Zb. Names of para&atal bodies and institutions involved, as well as participation of academic and private sectors: 
Crown Research Institutes, universities, local authorities 

EC. Names of non-governmental organizations: 
Informal Consultations held with NGOs 

I. Mandate role of above mechanism/council: 
To coordinate government’s domestic implementation of Agenda 21 and prepare reports to CSD. 

1. If available, attach a diagram (organization chart) showing national coordination structure and Linkages between ministries: 

submitted by 
Name): Robert Ogilvie Signature: 

Rle: Senior Environmental Analyst 

tiistry/Of!Ice: Ministry for the Environment 

Date: 24 December 1996 

I’elephone: (-I- 64 - 4) 498 7400 Fax: (+ 64 - 4) 471 019 e-mail: 
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AGENDA 21 CHAPTER 2: INTERNATIONAL COOPERATION TO ACCELERATE SUSTAINABLE DEVELOPMENT 
IN DEVELOPIN COUWRlES AND RELATED DOMESTIC POLKIES (with apedal 
empbaalr on TRADE) 

STATUS REPORT As a country heavily dependent on trade, New 
multilateral trading system. New Zealand also recognises that strong protection of the global and national enviromncnt is 
neoxurytomaintainitsnaturalmsource base in order to ensure long term economic vitality. 

New Zealand strongly supports multilateral efforts to make trade and the cnvirnnment mutually supportive. New Zealand’s 
position is baxd upon the principles cndomcd by the international community at UNCED and enshrined in relevant trade 
agreements. 

New Zealand participates in tbe OECD Joint Session of Trade and Environment Experts (JEG) and the World Trade 
Organisation’s Committee on Trade and En vimnment (WTO: CTE) (preceded by the GATT Group on Environmentsl Measures 
and International Trade (EMIT). 

At the national level, the Ministry of Foreign AfFairs and Trade coordinates consultations with interested business and 
industrysnden vironmcntal non-government organisations on trade and cnvimmrxnt issues. 

For tier details on New Zealand’s ODA please set chapter 33. New Zealand is a strong supporter of the Barbados 
Programme of Action for Small Island Developing States. 



1. Dedsion-Milking stmetun: . 

2. Caprdty-Buildin@Tedbnolqty Issues: 

3. Major Groups: 

5. RegioarUIntsmntionaI Coopcntion: 



AGENDA 21 -3: COMBATlNGFWERW 

ilnwdml and family income, ad the efficiency of the “safbty net= pfwidcd by income support systems. The 
mmmmk dorm of the past de&e have pm&d a sound framework for economic &r~wth and developmnt. During 
tbe~twoyctnaTIskPonxhrsracommadad,ud~governmeot has adopted, policies to improve empbymeut 
outconm fw New 2hladem, in paldcular for the young uncmployf?d and for the long-term ueetnployed. 

New Zcalaud provides a comprrbeacive set of targeted income support pmgrammea with many supplementary 
prognmmr to llmt ixKlividurl ad family needs. The govcmment has recently amounted a p&age of tax re4iuctions 
IlndfamilyassiauncemcanKea which will iacnese the net iacorn of all low income families with dependmt children. 
This set of policies aud swatcgies is gund to reduce economic hardship for individuals and families in a sustainable 
way within the context of an overall growth strategy for New Zealand. 

Given the substantial amount of policy work aheady in@cmmtcd, and the new programme initiatives which are 
mdcrway, the government has decided that no specific initiatives or other policy measum are UecesSary. 

s Highlight activities shed at the poor and linkages to the erho,nmnt 
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1. Dec&ioa-mung structure: 

2. Ca~cjty-Buildin~eehnology Jssues: 

3. Major Groups: 

1. Finance: 

5. RegionrVInternational Cooperation: 
VB: Developed countries, where domestic povyrty alleviation is not a major concern may wish to briefly describe their 
msition regarding global poverty alleviation. 



AGENDA 21 CHAPl’ER 4: CHANGING CONSUMPTION PAYTERNS 

STATUS REFOR’I’z 
a National policy objedive8/focw 

New Zdand’a electricity generation is dominated by renewable resources with hydn, power producips amund TO- 
75% of BMUB] electricity needs, dependins on wall. Geothermal power contributes another 7%. This balance is 
made up by fossil fuel generation. 

FrOm 1991 to 1996 Gross Domestic Product (GDP) rose by 16.9% while energy use (i.e. total consumer energy 
(TCE)) increased by OX@ 11.5% - despite a 9% increase in population. Thus, for a 1% mcrease in GDP, TCE used 
itmead by only 0.68%. 

&hbbhttlUlt of the Government’s Ruergy Efficiency and Conservation Authority @RCA) m October 1992 
provides for the introduction of energy efficiency programmea coiering all sectors of society. The focus of activities 
has been the development and implementation of a ten point national Rnergy Efficiency Strategy since 1994. Energy 
efficiency measures are also an integral part of the Government’s strategy to reduce the production of CO*. 

A “Government Energy Efficiency Leadership Programme” was established in 1993. It encourages improvements 
in energy efficiency witbin public sector agencies and institutions (e.g. through loan funding), demonstrating the 
Government’s commitments to effective energy management and lowering emissions of carbon dioxide. 

An “Energy-Wise Companies Campaign” was launched in August 1994 and now has membership of over 600 of the 
largest companies in New Zealand. It promotes u.unmitment to energy efficiency at the top management level of 
xmpanies, and to establish effective partnership between the Government and the private sector to direct management 
sttemion to implementation of cost effective energy efficient practices and technologies. The main features of the 
campaign are: a public commitment to energy management by company chief executives through endorsement of a 
:ommon charter of key principles; support from aud participation of energy suppliers; endorsement of the campaign by 
the Ministers of Energy, Commerce and Environment; support from major business, consumer and envircnmental 
organisations; practical information, advisory and secretariat support from EECA and annual awards to companies 
making the most significant improvements in energy efficiency. 

In December 1992, a Waste Analysis Prorocof (WAP) was released. This facilitates the gathering of data on three 
parts of the New Zealand waste stream - business waste, domestic waste, and waste measurement at disposal facilities. 
The most appropriate methodologies are used for each part. The WAP provides local authorities with the means to 
acquire consistent waste stream &ta on which to base their own resource management and services for waste 
management. These data will form the basis for developing national waste reduction targets. 

The Ministry of the Environment is negotiating waste reduction targets with business sectors whose activities result 
in significant waste production, and is encouraging voluntary initiatives in waste reduction and resource recovery to 
thieve the targets. The Ministry for the Environment is also investigating regulatory and economic mechanisms to 
back up the vohmtary initiatives in case they fail to produce adequate internalisation of the cost of waste. 

The Government has signed an Accord with the packaged goods industry, and has assisted the oil industry to put in 
place a national Used Oil Recovery Programme. 

The public sector is a significant purchaser of a broad range of goods and services. The sector, therefore, has an 
qportunity to influence production and consumption patterns. In recognition of this influence and to provide 
opportunities for local industry, the government has established a purchasing policy for publicly funded purchasers. 

@ National targets 
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Ibe hdiniay for the Bkonment is the lead agency for waste management policy at the central govanmcnt level and . B waste manegunent policies produ& by other Government agarcies. 

2. Capmity-BulMin@.l’ecbnology Issues: 
New Zealand’s Departmat of Statist& collects broad statistics on household consumption, but them is no single 

institution that focuses on the issue of changing consumption p&terns. ibis issue impinges on the mandatea and 
respcmsibities of many central govemmart agencies as well as regional authorities and private sector gnnqe. 

The Minishy for the E&roameut promotes waste policy tluough publications and through working with local 
govenuoat. Waste management is affkted by policies developed in both local and regional, plans. 

3. Major Groupa: 

The Energy Efficiency and Conservation Authority (EECA) was, in 1994, aknted an additional NzS8.45 million 
over 3 years for specific measures targeted at improving energy efficiency across all sectors of the economy. Future 
tiding for energy efficiency measures will be reviewed towards the latter half of 1997, within the context of evolving 
cliiate change policies. EECA also manages the Energy Saver Fund, established in 1994-95, which provides NZ!S18 
million over 5 years to promote increased uptake of energy efficiency in the residentid sector, 

5. Regionsl/Iatenmtional Cooperation: 

Motor vehicles in use per 1000 inhabitants 

II Otherdata 

' 1989. 



II NEWZEALAND II 
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Comments: The responses above do not distinguish between primary responsibility for them of the policy and its imolementation. For 
example, in some instances central government may be primarily responsible for developing a policy and another agent (or agents) primarily 
responsible for the implementation of that policy. 
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1 NEW ZEALAND 11 

AGENDA 21 CHAPTER 5: DEMOGRAPHIC DYNAMICS AND SUSTAJNABIIXI’Y 

NATIONAL PRIORITY: 

STATUS REPORT: 

The New Zealand OJicial Yearbook - a compendium of facts and figures on New Zealand, published annualiy by 
Statistics New Zealand - comains data on, among other things, population, social framework, health and safety, 
education, employment, science and technology, land and environment, national economy, agriculture, forestry and 
fishing, energy, housing, transport, and trade. 

The New Zealand First Party, a partner in New Zealand’s recently formed coalition Government, has proposed the 
development of a population policy for New Zealand 

A variety of public information activities contribute to raising awareness of the linkages among population, 
environment, and sustainable development issues. These include workshops for local government on Agenda 21 follow 
up, public meetings held during the development of Government’s Environment 2010 Strufegy, and a variety of local 
government meetings. 

New Zealand Official Development Assistance (NZODA) has taken particular care to ensure that women are 
involved in decision making at all levels of population and sustainable development strategies, policies, projects, and 
programs. 
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I  

NEW ZEALAND 

1.DetwokMaklngshpchue: 

3. hhjor Group: Please refer to activities of hal authorities and women under “Status” above. 

5. Regio-tionaI caopwdon: 
Within NZODA, support for population activities has been charmellal mainly through multilateral agencies and 

hmnationaI NGOs. The main contribution waa NZ$1 million to the work of the UN Population Fund (UNPPA) and 
NZ$750,000 to the International Planned Pamnthood Weration. 

In the South Pacific, New Zealand has supported population aud devclopmcnt adivitiea on a small scale. In 1995, 
NZODA provided some support for reproductive health wear& and for sprinting the publication, Puqj’ic Man& 
PO@U~OM, originally produced by the South Pacific Commission for Qe Cain, confcw on Popul~hn ad 
Development. In tiition, NZODA provided financial assistance for the South Pacific Alliance for Family Health, a 
regional NGO, 



AGENDA 21 - 6: P!ROlE4XJNGANDlPROM(Yl’lNGEUMANBEALTa 
4 

The Public Health Commission (PHC - now in the Ministry of Health) published a report on the health 8tatua of the 
NewZealrrndpopuWoninDecember1993. TbeReportnotedtbatda@etbe”bigbsWardofhealtb”thatche 
country enjoys, ‘infant mortality has implied only slowly over the last few decades, altbougb more numdy,’ New 
zeplpadspwadnmplicdcopin~infrntduthaylvllomof33paoentunongMporipnd53pa#ntMopenon- 
Maoribctween1989and1992.” Thereport demarstntcdtbatNewZealandhashighratmofiqjwyanddeMhftom 
roadtmfficcraslKe,pofroninesattdaccidultainthehom. Theinc&!WeofhcaltdiWaql&noma,mdcm#rsof 
th?lsrgebowelmdluneisalsohieh.~~ti~showthuNcwZePlandbyoasof~~tntesof~ 
relateddeathsintheworid. Itrlaohuoaeofthe~~l~e~ofyouthsuiddeinthewortd,~yumene 
young males (in the 15-24 year age group). The lb4inbq of Youtb Aff&s, with 6upport form tbe Ministry of Health 
and TPK, is currently developing a National Youtb Suicide RevaUion Strategy ‘The health statun of Maori sod other 
Folyneaia~, for a variety of reasona, is poorer than that of non-Maori and Polyn~~&~. 

Sigai~tchangesinroadsafetypoUcy~ve~ncently~lemartedtoreducetheroPddepthtoll. Thcy 
include the introduction of compulsory bmath testing of driven, the introduction of speed camera-mdar system8 fix 
enforcement of tile speed limit, and compulnory use of helmets by cyclists. Maximum blood alcohol levels have been 
reviewed, but not changed. A large education pzqrammc is currently underway on drinkdriving and speeding, and 
work is bemg done on penal&~ for offences. Other changes under consideration include &sed speed limits and more 
stringent vehicle safety standards. 

The incidence of HIV/AIDS in New Zealand is comparatively low, 9.8 per 100,000. A total of 413 cases of AIDS 
were repotted by September 1993. New diagnose8 reached a peak in 1989 and have levelled off since then. The 
cumulative incidence of AIDS up to the end of September 1996 was 16.8 per 100,000. Strategies to combat the spread 
of HIV/AIDS include the promotion of safe sex, education programmes targeted at high rink groups, and a needle and 
syringe exchange programme for intravenous drug users. ‘f&se programmes arc wholly or partly funded by the 
Government through the Ministry of Health, and implemnted by Government agencies and non-government 
organisations such as the NZ AIDS Poundation and the New Zealaud Family Planning Associion. 
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stnrcture: The public Health Commisaiou (PM!), set up iu 1993 a8 part of the rwrga&ation 
r tn New i!eahmd, is mpomible for improtig and pmkctiug public health. The PHC was recently 

Ministry of Health. 

2. Capacity-BuIltIiug/T~~ ISSIW: 

3. M&r Group: The Ministry of Health, put&men of health aud disability support setvices (four regional health 
authorities), and public health service prov~dem, all maintain aud eucoumge coumhation with key groups and sectors. 

Two nationally LX.W* ptogmmmes for h&tori include a suddtm infaut death gyndrome prevention programme 
and a smokefree programme. Territotial authorities are required to cousider their statutoty respousibilitiea under the 
Health Ad 1956 to improve, promote aud protect public health ia their dishict~~ Functions with public health 
imphtions inelude the provision of sauitary works such as waterworks and the collection and safe d&osal of sewage; 
aud iu other areas such as liquor liceusing; food hygieue; buildhig legislation compliance; daugemus goods; civil 
defence; aud bylaws for public health. Regional council functions that also influence public health iuelude the 
management of the adverse effects of discharges of contamiuauts iuto the euviroument, and regional tramport policied 
encompassiug access, safety, euergy, aud environtuentai issues. Some regional public health service providers (i.e. 
functiona relating to public health medicine and regulation, health protection, health promotion aud .health education, 
public health nurses etc.) participate iu Local Agenda 21 programmes operated by local government. Collaborative 
working relationships are encouraged to improve, promote and protect public health at the national aud local levels, for 
example behveen central government agencies, public health service providers, local govemmeut. and different sectors, 
iuch as envimment, education and transport. 

1. Piuance: COIUIII~~~~ services and high user health cards continue to be the maiu meaus in the health sector for 
:nsuriug access to health services. For example, for holders of these cards there are no charges for secondary and 
ertiary medical services. There are also limits in charging for items and cousumables, although a range of subsidies 
ue provided for assistme. There are no charges for hospital inpatient services and mauy day patient aud outpatient 
m&es. 

5. RegioklaI/Intemational coo~tion: 

STATWI’ICAL DATA/INDICATORS 

’ 1986/g& 
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ACXNDA 21 CHAPTER 7: PRQMOl’lNG SUmAlNABLF, llUMAN>sETELEMENT DEVELOI%dENT 

ion 
r a pqmlation of 3.4 million, or approximately three persons per occupied dwelling. 

permumt dwellings 

in New Zealand is the high level of home ownership: 74% of all 
A &amcm&ic of housing stock 

permanent dwellings were owner occupied in 1991. 
Problems of bkquate or insufficient housing are infquent and isolated, although it is accepted that some groups, 

particularly those on low incomes, are disadvantaged in finding affordable housing of a suitable standsrd. Funding to 
assist the provision of housii for those with special needs is provided through the Commtmity Funding Agency of the 
Deppm;pmt of social welfare. 

As of 1 July 1993, previous housing policies, which relied on subsidised loans and rental housing, were replaced by 
mn Accommodation Supplement which aims to improve housing choices for lower income households by creating a 
transferable subsidy that is expected to enhance the efficient use of existing housing stock. 

Recent legislative changes have addres4 issues of infrastructure and plamring that relate to housing. The Resource 
Management Act put in place a new planning system, with de&ion making guided by criteria emphasising impacts on 
the immdate environnuxu. ‘lbe AU allows the adoption of a more flexible, integrated snd less centmhsed plsnning 
approach. Local authorities are obliged to consult with local communities in preparing their District Plans; these plans 
play a key role in resource utilisation decisions. 

The Building Act 1991, established a single National Building Code, replacing a number of Acts and regulations and 
L multitude of individual codes create by local authorities. This helps to reduce building and compliance costs and 
pence the cost of housing. Guidance on ensuring that buildings arc safe, durable, accessible and energy efficient is 
xovided by 23 documents released in August 1992, which are to be updated on a rolling 5 year review cycle. 
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3. hQ@Amllps: A mm&r of local authorities in New Z&al& We ado@ the principles of Agenda 21 in their 
s~plannins p-, and at least .thne local authorities (Waitakcre, Hamilton and Welhgton) have joined the 
lntemtional Council for Local Environmental Initiatives (ICLEI). Hamilton City is one of 21 cities worldwide in 
ICLEI’s Agenda 21 Model Communities Programme. Most local authorities, in preparing the various strategic 
plamkq documents required of them under legislation such as the Redou~e Management Act and Local Government 
Act, are giving effect to many of the matters set out in Agenda 21, In many ways their annual, strategic, and district 
plans CBIL beconsidered “locai Agenda 21s”. In addition, several local authorities within New 2kaland have been active 
participants in the “Healthy Cities-Healthy Communities” programme of WHO since 1988. There is considerable 
potential for.the Healthy Cities programme, with its intersectoral and collaborative approach, to complement and 
enhance the development and success of Local Agenda 21s. Some local authorities, for example Hamilton and 
Christchurch, are actively promoting sustainable transport systems and have programmes to develop cycle ways and to 
encourage cy&ng. 

4. Finawe: 

5. RegioMllInternational CaopKltion: 

-- 
STATISTICAL DATA/INDICATORS 

1990 1995 

Urban population in ‘16 of total population 84.8 86.1 

Annual rate of growth of urban population (746) 1.0 1.5 

Largest city population (in 96 of total population) 26.1 26.4 

otherdata 
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AGENDA 21 CIWITER 8: lNTEGRATlNG ENWRONIWNT AND DEVEI.0~ IN DECI!%ON-MAKING 

STATUS REPORT: With the pasing of the Resounx MIlurgement Au (RMA) iu 1991, and the adoption of 
Agenda 21 at Rio in 1992, New Zealand is formally committed to pmmotiug the swainable v 
physical resomwa as a guiding policy principle. The RMA, ruppoti by a variety of other laws and policies, is the 
basis on which mlstainable developmIrw can be xhieved. 

“lihhmmf 2020 Slmfegy”, published by the Ministry for the &IV innmmt, ptiviide a cohetwt framework for 
setting priorities and &velopiug cavironmentrl policy. It8 prepamtion involved many polichxl, programme% and pals 
aud iucoqorated input from public submissions and expert opinion. The Strategj establishes a vision for New 
Zeoland’r ena to the year 2010 and provide4 four key c4xuiitio1~ ne&d to underpin achieving this vision: a 
competitive economy, effective laws and policies, information, and so&i participation. 

Integrated and coo- approaches to Government decision-making are reflected in policies such as the directive 
for all govemmexnt departments to take into account “the collective intent of the Crown” (iluding specificalty its 
environmentai goals) in policy making. 

Quality decision making practice obliged Government to consult widely when making de&ions affecting the “’ 
environment and, more particularly, the Principles of the Treaty of Waitaugi requite that iwi (Maori tribes) are. 
consulted. The Resource Management Act provides for public participation in establishing national policy statements, 
regional policy statements, aud regional and district plans 

The Resource Management AU focuses on enabling people and uuumunities to provide for the social, econoinic, 
aud cultural well being and their health and safety while sustaining the potential of natural aud physical resourck and 
avoiding, remedying, or mitigating any adverse effects of their aclctivitiea on the enviromuenL This is a major chkge 
from some of the previous laws which prescribed what activities Luuld go where, for example, agriculture or forestry, 
residential or commercial development. The Act requires a clear definition of envirocuneutal outcomes, including 
sustainable development liits, but provides freedom of ecowmic and social choice within those &imits. 

Environmental Impact Assessment is integrated into statutory requirements under the Resource Management Act 
1991. Local authorities, when preparing policy statements and plans, must state the anticipated environmental results. 
Every application for a resource consent must provide au asseaspt of environmental efkcta (ARE) as part of the 
application. The public is able to comment on the adequacy of the AEE thrvugh a submission process. 

. 

I 
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1. Ded&ul-naakAng~@krsealaorefertothefactaheet): In May 1993, the Government estab’ished an 
UNCBD Bqkmentation Officials Croup um&ing of the Ministry of Agricuhure (MAP), Ministry of Commetce 
&KM), Depamwt of Conservation (DOC), Ministry for the Environmeat (MFE) (convertor), Ministry of Foreign 
Affairs rmd Tde (MPAT), Minis&y of Forestry (MOP), Ministry of Research Science and Technology (MORST), 
Minimy of Tmosport (MOT), Ministry of Mmi Development - Te Puni Kokiri (TPK), Departmnt of Prime Minister 
and Cabii (DPMC), and the Public Health Commission (PHC) (now the Ministry of Health (MOH)). 

Both central and local government in New Zealand have important and complementary responsibilities in 
implementing sustainable ttmunx msnagement through their planning and management nsponsibilities under New 
Zealand’s Resoum Mansgement AU 1991. The Resource Managetm?nt AU is one of the three statutes (along with the 
Companies Act and tax legislstion) which have the biggest impact on invc&nent decisions related to natural and 
physical m in New Zealatul. 

2. Capodty-Buikg/Tech&ogy I~UIKSZ 

3. Mqjor Group: The Tteaty of Waitangi, signed in l&40 between Maori tribea and the Britisn Crown, provides 
the basis from which Maori interests ate express4 and can be realised. Existing mechatkms for resolving claims by 
Maori include the Waitangi Tribunal. The Minister of Mimi Affairs is required to report to Parliament on an annual 
basis on progmss made by the Government on implementation of Waitangi Tribunal recommendations. The cr’rrent 
government policy is that all major claims under the Treaty of Waitangi made by Maori will be resolved by the turn of 
he century: 

Prou%cs for public participation ate designed to be user-friendly and efficient. For example, when policy that 
tffects Maori interests is being considered, approaches apptcpriate to Maori ate used for consultation. During the 
ueparation of the draft New Zealand Coastal Policy Statement, a series of public meetings and Marae-based hui 
Imeetings) were held throughout the country. These meetings w  the issues the public and Maori iwi considered 
mportant for the integration and sustainable use of coastal and marine resources (except fish). A team selected by 
tiaori iwi also drafted relevant components for inclusion in a policy statement, 

Major groups participate in follow-up through their own specific networks, and those that they have with relevant 
;overnmcnt agencies. Several of the major groups have their own coordination networks. 

Major groups participate in the design of national policies through the open consultative process of policy 
brmulation. This includes the use of discussion papers, open to public submissions, in the development of policies (e.g. 
?~~ti~o~ti 2010 Sfi&gy). It also includes the opportunity to make submissions to local government on the 
brmulation of their statutory planning documents (e.g. District Plans), and to govetnment during the development of 
egislation. 

New Zealand’s preparation for CSD meetings is an open process. Delegations to CSD meetings have been small. 
%oth industry and environmental NGO representatives we% included in the New Zealand delegation to the 1995 session 
If CSD. 

There is no government policy on assistance to major groups. 

i. Region ccopesntion: 
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AGENDA 21 CHApTlER 9: PRCYI’WIION OF THE A,TMOSPEF%E 

STATUS REPORT: 
TheMMitreal~anditsAmendmeats 

0 Montreal Protocol (1987) ratified. 21/7/88 
@ L.mldon Amendmmt (1990) ratified. l/10/90 
* Copenhagen Atnmdmm (1992) ratified. 4/b/93 
0 The latest report(s) to the Montreal Protocol SecmWat were prepared in 1996. 

United Natktsss FRmarrorL Convent&m on Climate Change 

UNFCCC was ratified on 16/9/93 
The latest report to the UNPCCC !&zmtaM was submitted in 1996. 

Additional coinmemts relevant to this chspter New Zealand is mskiug progress towards the stabilisation of net CO, 
emissions at 1990 levels by the year 2000. This will be mainly achieved by planting new forests and through energy 
efficiency measums (see chapter 4). 

The Resotucc Management Act focuses on the effects of industrial pollution activities. Activities themselves are not 
preacribt@ in the Act, except to the extent that adverse environmental effects must be avoided, remedied, or mitigated 
according to set receiving environmental conditions. All causes of environmental effects are required to be addres&, 
regardless of the sector origin. 

Studies on lead and benzene in air are ongoing. The New Zealand Retlnery no longer r@ines leaded petrol, but in 
order to allow existing stocks of leaded petrol to be exhausted, it was sold up until September 1996. There have been 
studies and reports prepared on odour control from industrial processes such as composting for mushroom culture,, fish 
processing and pulp and paper. 

A major study of the possible effects of climate change and ozone depletion included consideration of potential 
health effects as well, includmg changes in the distribution of the frequency of tropical diseases, in melanoma ?nd , 
:ataracts in Climatic Change: Impacts on New Zealand - Implicatiotu for the Environment, Economy and Society. 

The Land Transport Pricing Study being done by the Ministry of Transport, in bringing together existig material 
M environmental externalities of land transport (such as those associated with air quality, noise emissions and 
greenhouse gases), also inch&s consideration of the health effects of land transport. Government is also developing a 
ight vehicle fleet model based on New Zealand light vehicle fleet composition in 1992. Once completed this model will 
te used to predict the likely vehicle emissions out to 2025 and used to develop policy options to manage emissions from 
he light vehicle fleet.. The Ministry for the Environment is developing a set of indicators for air quality. 

The Government is developing a computer-based framework for integrated assessment of climate and sectoral 
q pact information to determine the sensitivity of both natural and mauaged environment to climate variability and 
ihange (CLMPACTS). The Government strongly supports the conservation and enhancement of sinks and reservoirs 

If greenhouses gases. 
Because of New Zealand’s geographic isolation in the southwest Pacific Oceau, it is virtually fret of any major 

ufluence of transboundary uir pollution resulting from industrial accidents and natural disasters. 
New Zealand achieved the national goat of phasing out consumption of all but essential use applications of ozone 

lepletig substance-s by 1 January 1996. New Zealand is also targeting the phaseout of HCFCs by 2015. 
No phase-out schedule has yet been estab@ed for methyl bromide, but consumption has been capped at 1991 levels 

Iwaiting the international phase-out schedules which were produced in December 1995. Consultations have begun 
agsrding the implementation of the Vienna Schedule. 
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l.lkddoa-um where are several agencies aud iustitutions with responsibilities televaut to the 
protection of the atmqlhe. These include the Ministty for the En- the Mi of Commerce, 
of Trauaport, the Miohtxy of Forestry, the Ministry of Agriculture, the Mini& of Research Science and Technology, 
the Ministry of Foreign Affairs aud Trade, the Treasury, and the Energy Efficiency and Co~ation Authority 
@EN. 
Crown Resead lnstitutea such as the National institute of Water and Atmospheric Resear& (NlWA) play a significant 
role in work on protection of the atmoq&m. TIE National Science Strategy Committee for Clhnte Change con~prillts 
repremtativea fhn CRh and policy agencies and also has a role in cuotdiuahg New Zealand’s climate change 
science. 

IIMMS MAWI with the ux of safe tdt11010gi~~ in hd~~rry, vdnsport, and energy fall within the nsponsibfli~~ 
of several government agencies including the wt, of Lsbour, Ckaqational Safety and Health, the Ministry of 
Transport. 

2. Capacity-Bu.M&g/Tw Issuis The Ministry for the Environment produced a set of CBaner Prohction 
Guidelines for local authorities to use in setting up and assisting busiuessea in their sreas to implement cleaner 
production pnxesses. The mmtry has a good capacity to observe tramboundary air pollution, to carry out research, 
and to exchange information in the area. 

3. Mqjor Groupa: Local authorities with identified air pollution problems (e.g. Cauterbuxy and Auckland Regional 
COUdS) have CBtried out studies on the effects of air pollution in their regions. 

4. Fllumw New Zealand received no multilateral or bilateral funding towards the implemeutation of ozone 
protection legislation. 
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AGENDA 21 CHAPTERlo: TNTEGRA’I’ED APF’ROA~H TO TElE PLANNING AND MANAG- OF LAND 
RESOURCE 

mATUS REPORT: A wide variety of su%ainable land management issues are currently beii addnsstd in New 
Zealand. speciic initiatives take place at community and sector group level8 as well a8 within the local and ccatral 
~OV-. 

Regional Council& are working to develop policies and plan8 to address 8Uainable land u8e iapues identified through 
tfreReeionalPolicyStatemPtsthattheyarenquircdtoproduceuIldertheRwourccManagementAct1991. The 
development of Regional Policy surtermus ha8 provided the opportunity to take stock of su8tahmble land use is8ue8 that 
aIecurruSlyofconccr0 throughout New Zenland. All regional council8 and unitary authorities have rabed 8Uaiuable 
landlnamgemcnti8tmcaintheiipolicy8trrtements. While priority issues vary to reflect regional concom8, accelerated 
Soil eNXSiOll and degradation Of elite soil8 are the tW0 IUOSt frequently raised issUea. 

%ViTd COUd8 have mt&payCr fimdd programmS in place to a88i8t with farm soil conservation and 8IWainable 

land management aaivitieS. DiJtrict Councils are al80 con8idering how they may beat in&de land use issues in their 
Diitrict Plans. The Waitakere City Council is actively con8idering urban su8tainable land use issues through its Eco- 
City Project. All c0uncil8 are Considering the best mean8 to implement resaource monitoring re8poasibilities. 

The hputment of Conservation currently allows over 600 tourism conce88ionaires to operate in New Zealand’\ 
protected area8. A recently adopted Concessions Policy cover8 all touri8m business operating or applying to operate in 
New Zeahd’s national park8, reserves aud conservation areas. The policy require8 all tourism concession applicants to 
pnparC an environmental impact Ue88xuent. Tourism conces8ions will only be granted if they are consistent with the 
protection of natural resources. A comprehensive public consultation procc88 emnuca that concessions are 
environmenta.lly and socially acceptable and conditions iu concession leases and license8 en8ure the btI8ine88e8 will be 
em4ronmentally 8u8tainsble. 

The New Zealand Government ha8 accorded control of pest8 (animal pests, weeds, diseases etc.) a high priori& 
through the introduction of the Bio8ecurity Act in 1993. ‘Ibis Act seek8 to deceutralise the control of pest species, make 
pest control agencies accountable for their actions, and to make the funding of pat control transparent. The Act , 
snables regional and central government agencies to develop Pest Management Strategies for the control of any harmful 
8pecie8 to level8 consistent with regional or national goals, 

Although many of the elements and activities necessary to achieve integrated 8u8tainable land management are iu 
place or being worked on, the Government recognises that a more strategic approach would deliver the desired 
~utcome.8 more quickly and efficiently. Such an approach is envisaged in the proposed New Zealand laud mauagement 
strategy, CIa?@ for our tand. The proposal to develop this strategy is a direct re8pon8e to both the national 
~iguificance and the complex nature of current 8u8tainable land u8e issues. and the need for coordiion of the wide 
range of individuals, groups, and agencies that are involved, Caring for our Land will develop a common framework 
within which priorities for action can be identified, responsibilities and accountabilities accepted, and collaborative work 
programme8 developed. The development and implementation of Caring for our Land were identified as priority task8 
in the Government’s Environment 2010 Sfrutegy. The statutory framework for this is the Resource hhMgeI.u~t Act 
1991 and the Biosecurity Act 1993. The Government’s Swtainable Agriculture Strategy, “Quality product8 from a 
Quality Environment” is an important component. 
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l.lh&dolkMaklng~ ‘he central govenunmt apncies primarily responsible for New Zealand’s 
integrated approach to planning and n?atlagemetlt of laud lwlourced are the Ministry of Agriculture (MAP); the Minisbry 
for the Envitom (MFE); the Departmcal of Conservation @XX): Land Information New Zealand (LU’JZ) (formerly 
part of the Departmnt of flwcy and Laud hfortnation (DOSLQ; the Ministry of Maori Development - Te Puni Kokiri 
(‘I’PK); aud the Ministry of Resear&, Science and Technology (MORST). Most of these agencies ate membem of the 
UNCXD ImplementaGon Officials Group. 

2. Capacity-Bull-w Xssum: A number of government-lead iaitiatives on sustainable land 
management am amently undenvay. MORST's Strategic Consultative Group on Sustai&le L,attd Management 
Reseat& is working to establish priorities for tesear& atid science that will conaibute to the achievement of sustaiuable 
land management. (Key national prioritiw for sustainable land management reaexch, have been identified in Science 
for Sustainable Lund hhagematt - Te a Nnu Agenh, see Chapter 35). The Public Good Science Fund will 
continue. to make a significant investment in sustainable laad management nsearch. Both the East Coast Forestry 
Initiative and the Sustainable Agriculture Programme (MAF) are providing support tc initiatives dire&d towards 
sustainable agriculture throughout the country. 

3. Mqjor Groups: A significant part of the responsibility for land management lies with local authorities and 
community groups. For example, fifty-five Landcare, community-based groups have been established throughout the 
country to collaboratively ad& local problems; Federated Farmers of New Zealand is involved iu several projects 
directed towards establishing farm based indicators of sustainable land management; Womens’ Division of Federated 
Farmers is preparing a resource kit aimed at assisting the establishment of community baa@ groups; and the Rural 
Futures Trust is promoting the adoption of Decision Support Systems aud sponsoring the development of ecologically 
based condition assessment models as tools for better farm management decisions. 

4. Finance: The Minister for the Environment’s Sustainable Management Fund is providing project suppo t for a 
broad range of resource management activity, including farmer-based sustainable land management initiatives. 

5. RegionnVIateznational Cooperation: 
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like State own9 4.9 million &tares of the country’s natu& forest. Most of this is maaagecl for conservation 
values. only 164,000 hcctam of it is msnsged for wood productIon. under the Fore-St AmndmauAct1993,sreasof 
nMuol~thrtuauecd~fproductioamustbernaMgedinwaythPtmaintainstheabilityoftheforcsttocontinuet0 
provide a full range of prodWs and amea.Itiea in pqetuity while Waining the forest’s naturaI vaIues 

vohultary tmasum that enhance the protsction snd sustainable managunsnt of New Zealand’s forest resour~ 
include the New Zealand Forest Code of Practice and the New Zealand Forest Accord. The Forest Heritage Trust Fund 
and Nga Wbenua Rabui were cstablii by t3overm~U to help a&&c the objectives of tbe Ciov ersumnt.s lndigcnous 
Forest Policy. 

The ownership of New ZcaIaad’s planted forests has undergone coI18idcTBble change since 1990, with the sale of 
timber and management rights to much of the State’s forest rez?ource. (‘The State did not s&I the land.) Before 1990, 
the State owtud about haIf the planted fonst. From 1 April 1993;thc State owned, or bad a commitment to manage, 
bout 20% of the resource: 75% is owned by seven nkjor corporate& with considerable offshore Investment, while 
about 23% is owned by small companies, local government bodies, partnerships, joint ventures, and farmers. 

The area of planted forest is cunentIy increasing at about 80,000 hectares per annum, and tbis rate may be 
maintained for the next 20 to 30 years. If this hsppens, New Zealand’s planted forests would account for more than 4 
nillion hectares by 2020. 

New Zealand is actively involved in the Mont& Process to develop indicators of sustain&e forest management, 
Domestically, forests arc included in New 2kaIand’s National EnvironmentaI Indicators hogramme being coordiied 
by the Ministry for the Environment. 
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2. Capacity-Buildlng/TWlogy Issues: a 1 July M’,2, a Crown Research It~titW called the New mafkd 
Foreat Rcaearch IIMU~~ watt at&li&d to zany out research for the developmt of New Ze&nd’s fom P-q 
Research on sustainable management of land resom is provided by other CroWn * ~~tutean wdi;lg 
Lao&are Research Limited. Forestry is one of the priority areas for science funding, with spcCid emplhasb @van to 
foreat processing lI%edr&. 

Universities anc~ tertiary ettucat~ona~ institutions are responding to student interest in fomtry 9 d@~do~las an =Y 
of fonxq-related courses. 

3. Mq/orGIwps: Maori are significant players in the New Zealand fore@y sector. There a@~ pparoximatel~ 
7,ooO hectares of Maori controlled forest, and a further 140,000 hectares of forestty Otl Mpoti OwIlcd laod. La lIom0 
regions of New Zealand, this involvement is more significant, for example in Northlaml, where Ma~rl fortstry holdings 
make up more than 25 46 of the planted estate. Increasingly, Maori see forestry as a significant vehklc for sWainable 
capital development to benefit both current and futute generations and, in some of the Maori areas, MNY tribal-based 
foreat compaoies are emerging. 

The Imported Tropical Timber Group (IlTG) was formed in response to concern by the New Zealand public, 
timber trade and conservation NGQs over the link between the import of vopical timbers and unsustainable logging of 
tropical forests. Since 1991, the I’ITG, representing New Zealand conservation organisations, timber importers, and 
building supply retailers, with the Ministry of Forestry as observer, has been assisting the traosition of the New Zealand 
trade to certified sustainable sources of imported tropical timbers. 

4. Finance: The Government has signalled its desire to promote investment in forest growth thmugh its taxation 
regime, New Zealand’s tax system is such that the costs ~w.I& by a forestry business in pla&g, t&g sod 
maintaining a crop of trees art? fully deductible from income of any W.UIX. in the same year costa are ~curre& ms 

wem replaced the previous system whereby forest growing costs were deferred until an income was generated from 
he harvest Of that forest. Thus, forest product businesses are now treated in the same way as other businesses in tenn,q 
If taxl?tion. 

5. Regional/International Cooperation: 

Xher data 

I Average 1980s. 



AGENDA 21 CIiAPTER 12: MANAGlNG FRAGILE ECOSYSTEMS: COMBATING DESERTIFICATI0N AND 
DROUGHT 

STATUS REPORT! 
International Convention to Combat Deuertifkatlon In Countrkr Experiencing Drwght and/or Derertitkatioa 
Partkularly la Afkica 
Jbdlptyhdlfilompodonimp~mwi~t -ofP~roftonmdintbcfomllobe- Pmki4!damtorqmtcadr!velopmolltof 
nJiaulratioaproenmmor Thoc!aakwwalmtl~olf~~lopin#ry~to&~. . 

0 Convention has not been signed. 

Additional commentu rskvant to thin chapter N,w Zealand does not have any specitic legislation related to des&ifrcation 
and drought. 

Probngtxl droughts arc relatively uncommon in New Zealand. Climate is influenA by the country’s latitude, shape, 
geographical isolation and topography, resulting in mildtcaqwahuw and year-round wind andrainfah in most areas. Two 
areas of New Zealand, the east coast of the North Island and the South Island high country how6zwr. urc prone to drought The 
dry tussock grasslands of the South island high country, characterised by high rugged mountains, extensive basina and river flats, 
have a “continental”, highly variable climate, with extremes of heat and cold, and some parts are in danger of becoming a desert. 
This is due to a combination of factors including olimatc, the invasion of hawkweeds, high rabbit populations, and the 
inappropriate use of some land, This area is class&d as semi-arid. 

Consistent with the government’s economic policies, individual landholdera accept that they must manage climatic risks. 
Support is available when an adverse event such as drought is beyond the ability of the local community to deal with, but is 
provided in a manner that does not reduce individual responsibility for managing risk. 

In 1989, the Rabbit and Land Management Programme (RLMP) was established to address the complex b&physical, 
economic, social, legal, and institutional issues surrounding the sWainable use of lands in highly rabbit-prone areas. The Rabbit 
and Land Management Programme ad&esrA serious land degradation on approximately 400,000 hectares of dry tussock 
grasslands in the South Island high country, about one-eighth of the pastorally occupied high country of the South Island. The 
RLMP is now completed, but research in this area ccntinues. 

New Zealand is currently focusing on: developing land user, community, reseamh, and agency partnerships to detine, achieve 
and reach comensw on resource protection objectives; development of long-term community-based teaouree monitoring systems 
that can meet the needs of land users and regulatory agencies; research at the ewsystem/ land use system level and processes aud 
mechanism for information exchange both within land user communities and between research, education and agency interests 
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The maiu government agency msponsible for mitigating the effects of drought is the 

involved in the South lslaud high country and the east coast of the North Mud, but 

mapping and use monitoring; and the New Zealand Meteorological Service for meteorological and hydrological 
monitoring. ln addition, the Ministry of Forestry administers foxWry initiativea in the east coast of the North Island. 

2. Capacity-Build Ismws: 

3. Major Groups: An important outcome of RLMP has been the involvement of high country farmers in monitoring 
their land and their recognition of the need to know more about long-term trends in the health of their soils and plants, 
the perfonnauce of their stock and the damage done by pests and weeds. 

4. Fillmcc Government expenditure on disaster relief, which includes flooding, drought and hail/snow storms has 
declined from NZS72 million in 1988/89 to NZ$5.6 million in 1992/93. 

Ceutral government fimdiig for the RLh4P averaged NZ$3.5 million per year for the 5-year programme. This 
provided approximately 50 96 of funding, with roughly 25% each coming from regional councils and participating 
landholders. The programme ended in June 1995. 

5. RqionaUIntemationd Cooperation: 

Other data 
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AGENDA 21 C 13: MANAGING FRAGILE E$OSY- SUSTAINABLE MOUNTM DEFXLO- 

S’FATUS REKIR’R Please refer to Chqtm 12. 
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3. I4lqjorGroqm: 

1. J?ioanw 

i. Regio~ternational Coopemtloa: 
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AGENDA 21 Cm 14: PROMOTING SW~AIN~LE AGRlCULTURE AND RURAL DEVELOPMRIW 

Sl’ATUS REPORT: 
ThCGOV ermmmt’s Envi~nment 2010 Stmtqy identifies several areas posing environmentai and long-tetm 

productive capacity tiaks for land use. Theses include - land degradation as a result of soil erosion, soil compaction and 
other factors; rundown in soil health; and effects of water quality and availabiity. 

Actions re@ed for manag@ land resources include - to encourage land management practices that reduce soil 
loss, and maintain or enhance the quality of watenvays, groundwater, and coastal waters and ptotect them from 
upended sediments, nutrienta, harmful microorganisms and other contaminants; to avoid, mitigate, and remedy the 
ittpecUr of land-&ted hazards, in&ding flooding, subsidence, and erosion; and to develop land management skills 
and land use systems that will enable people and communities to provide for their social and economic wellbeing. 

Several joint initiatives between MAF and other key departments address these actions, The initiatives include the 
New Zealand Sustainable Land Management Strategy, and the development of a National Science Strategy (NSS) for 
Sustainable Land Management (SLM). Within MAP’s Sustainable Agriculture Facilitation ?rogramme current work, 
and the strategy through to the year 2000, is focused on the following key themes: achieving consistent implementation 
of local government policies and plans developed under the Resource Management Act and the Biosecurity Act, 
h&ding attention to participation processes; facilitating the brokerage of information and decision support tools and 
technologies for sustainable agricuhure; encouraging the inclusion of sustainable agriculture principles in mainstream 
cducat~on; and providing well targeted and appropriate operational reseamh - patticularly on understanding the factors 
contributing to sustainable agriculture systems; the development of management planning and decision .suppott systems; 
and collaborative, participatory community research to support the uptake of sustainable technology and management 
practices. 

The National Science Strategy for Sustaiuable Land Management, established by Government this year, is an 
integral part of the overall Sustainable Land Management Strategy announced by Government, and ccordiied by the 
Ministry for the Environment. 

The NSS is developed and implemented by a central and three regional committees. A task of the committees will 
be to improve the still poor’undentanding of many New Zealander’s land resources and how human activities affect 
them, and the long term monitoring and assessment of environmental trends, through coordinated science. The 
wmmittees will also have the key roles of monitoring, coordiiing, and advocating science which enhances sustainable 
land management. They will seek to strengthen the links between science, policy, and land management, enhancing the 
transfer of the findings of land management research to land users and policy makers. 

The central committee is fuuded by’central government. The agencies involved are MORST, MAF, MOF. DOC, 
FRST, Regional councils, and other key stakeholders includmg commercial land users, NGGs, and the science 
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n NEwzJuLm II 

2. Capadty-BuUd@/Techw~ Issueis: 

3. Major Groups: 

5. Regional/International Cooperation: 
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AGENDA 21 CHAPTER 15: CONSERVATION OF BIOLOGICAL DIVERSITY 

NATIONAL PRIORJTY: 

STATUS REPORTz 
Convention on Biological Diversity 
Parties are to develop national strategies, plans and programmes for sustainable use and conservation of biodiversity ad integrate them into general 
development plans. 
Parties shall identify, monitor and maintain data on components of biodivarsity. 
Parties shall introduce appropriate procedures requiring El& for projects likely to have significant adverse effects on biological diversity. 
Parties shall submit reports on measures which it has taken for the implementation of the Convention, at intervals to be determined. 
a The Convention was signed in 1992; ratified on 16 September 1993. 
0 No report has been submitted.. 

Convention on International Trade in Endangered Species of Wild Fauna and Flora 
Parties to take appropriate measures to enforce regulatmy provisions and prohibit trade in specimens in violation thereof. Convention also governs 
treatment of animals in shipment. 
Each party to prepare periodic reports on its implementation of the convention and to prepare: (a) an annual report listi.ng export permits issued and 
species involved, and (b) a biemdal report on legislative, regulatory and administrative measures taken. 
0 Convention ratified on 8 August 1989 
0 No report has been submitted. 

Additional comments relevant to this chapter 
The Government of New Zealand undertmk a careful analysis of its legislation and policies before ratifying the 

Convention on Biological Diversity (CBD) in September 1993. In doing so, it considered the status and management of 
its forests and related dependent ecosystems and species. The protected forested areas provide a significant contribution to 
in sifu conservation of New Zealand’s biodiversity. The measures that are available under a variety of other legislation 
(e.g. the Resource Management Act) and agreements (e.g. the Forest Accord) ensure that any use of those forest 
resources not currently protected, is sustainable and does not contribute to the loss of biodiversity, or result in land 
degradation. 

Key issues under action in relation to the Convention include the development of a national biodiversity strategy; 
investigating the possible establishment of a National Science Strategy’for biodiversity; enhancing public and industry 
awareness of the Convention and of New Zealand’s indigenous and endemic biodiversity; measures to address the impacts 
of harmful alien species; and approaches to ensuring access to genetic resources are based on mutually agreed terms. 
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3. M@jMGlwpe: 

4. F9Lumm 

Protectedarcaa8%oftotallmdara 11.0 1 I I I II 
1990 Latest 19!B- 

Numbex of threatened ape&a 263 
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AGENDA 21 Cm 16: ENVlRONMENTALLY ~UNDMANAG- OF Bl~C~OLOGY 

Sl’ATUS REPORT: In New Zealand the management and control of !kazardow substances and new organisms, 
including those derived from biotechnology, has been done by several agencies end under several different laws. 

Until recently them was no legislation in New Zealand that specifically covered GMOs. 

‘Ihe lack of specific legislation for the management of modern biotechnology was instrumental in prompting the 
refbnn and drafting of new legislation covering botb bazerdous substance and new organisms. The control ant’ use of 
biotechnology has been an integral part of this law reform. 

‘Ihe Hazardous Substances and New Organism8 @NO) Bill introduced to Parliament in November 1994 was 
enacted on 10 June 19%. ‘I%e HSNO Act provides for a coherent overall system for the managsmsnt of hazardous 
shstanm and new organisms so as to provide for the health and s&y of people and the environment. 

It is the result of long and cat&l consultation witb many sectors of the community. 
Among mattas of importance spelt out in the Act are: - avoiding or mitigating any harmful effbcts of new 

wganisms on the environment; and in particular on all native and valued introduced flora and fauna; protecting the health 
md safbty of people and communities and their capacity to provide for their social, economic and cultural well being; the 
alationship of Maori and their customs and traditions with their ancestral lands, water, waabi tapu (sacred sites), valued 
Rora and fauna, and other taonga (treasure); kaitiakitanga (the exercise of guardianship; and in relation. to a resource, 
ncludes the ethic of stewardship based on the nature of the resource itself); and the taking into account of the principles 
)f the Treaty of Waitangi (Te Tiriti o Waitangi). 

To administer the legislation, the HSNO Act establishes a n&w agency, the Environmental Risk Management 
iutbority (ERMA). The ERMA is responsible for assessing hazardous substances and new organisms, including GMOs, 
mfore they are manufactu&, developed, imported or released into the New Zealand environment. 

Until the ERMA is fblly operational, the Ministry for the Environment will continue its responsibilities for 
ulministration of two advisory committeeg: - tbe Advisory Committee on Novel Genetic Techniques (ACNGT), whiCh is 
esponsible for contained laboratory and glasshouse manipulation work, and the Interim Assessment Group (IAG) for the 
ield testing or release bf genetically modified organisms (GMOs) 

In summary, New Zealand has responded to the advent of biotechnology by establishing mechanisms, comparable to 
#imilar developments overseas, to safeguard the environmental and public health concerns against possible consequences 
If an undesirable GM0 release into the environment, but at the same time allowing research and development to 
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1. Dec&iou-Making structure: 

2. Cap&y-Bmildinffhchnolo@ Issues: 

3. Major Groups: 

4. Miiance: 

5. Regional/InternntionnI Cooperation: 
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AGENDA 21 C- 17: PROTECTION OF THE OCEANS, ALL RINDS OF SEAS, INCLUDING ENCLOSED AND 
SEMI-ENCLOSED SEAS, AND C&STAL AREAS AND ‘iHE PRO’IECTION, RATIONAL 
USE AND DEVELOPMENT OF THEJR LIVING RESOURCES 

See also the attached tables on the next pages. 
New Zealand is an island nation and the majority of its population live on or very close to the coast. The coast has 

been the traditional place of settlement for New Zealanders. It is a source of food, a major transport link, an economic 
resource, and a place of relaxation. 

The Territorial Sea and Exclusive Economic Zone Act 1977 establishes New Zealand’s jurisdiction over the 12 
nautical mile territorial sea and 200 nautical mile exclusive economic zone (EEZ) around New Zealand. It provides for 
the exploration, exploitation, conservation, and management of resources within the EEZ. New Zealand is currently in 
the process of delineating its continental margins. 

The Resource Management Act 1991 restates and reforms the law relating to the use of land, air, and water. The 
purpose of the Act is to promote the sustainable management of natural and physical resources. It identifies coastal 
management as being of particular importance and simultaneously defines a new regime for the coastal marine area which 
extends to the outer edge of the territorial sea. The focus is on controlling adverse effects of activities on the environment 
and managing conflict between competing uses of the coastal space. 

The other major statutes covering the coastal marine area are the Marine Reserves Act 1971, the Maritime Transport 
Act 1994, the Wildlife Act 1953, the Marine Mammals Protection Act 1978, and the Fisheries Act 1983/ Fisheries Act 
1996. 

The Fisheries Act 1996 provides for the utilisation of fisheries resources while ensuring sustainability and recognises 
New Zealand’s international obligations relating to fishing. The major features of the new Act are: - the adoption of an 
ecosystem-based approach to fisheries management; a clear ammnciation of the precautionary approach; greater 
stakeholder involvement in decision-making through open consultation processes; interfaces with other statutes controlling 
the incidental deaths of protected species such as sea birds and marine mammals; consolidation of the quota management 
system as the primary means of controlling fishing; and giving effect to indigenous fishing rights as provided for in the 
Treaty of Waitangi (Fisheries Claims) Settlement Act 1992. 

Future policy initiatives will focus on mechanisms to promote self-management by stakeholders and better providing 
for fisheries enhancement in the quota management system. 

The major policy mechanism for commercial fishing is the Quota Management System. Each year, a Total Allowable 
Catch, based on sustainable harvesting limits, is set for each fish stock in the system. Management plans have been 
developed for some fisheries under the Quota Management System and there are some voluntary codes of practices. 

New Zealand’s initial oil spill response strategy was prepared in 1992 and is currently being reviewed by the Maritime 
Safety Authority (MSA) to reflect the Maritime Transport Act 1994, which provides the Legislative structure to implement 
such a strategy. In addition a National Oil Spill Contingency Plan is being developed. A stock of oil spill response 
equipment is being purchased and distributed to the regions. New Zealand is currently working through the process of 
setting a domestic framework in place to allow ratification of MARPOL. 

The Government is developing a National Ballast Water Strategy to reduce the risk of introductions of unwanted 
organisms into New Zealand waters 
[Please see below for details on the London Convention.] 
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(NZCPS), which provides guidauce to regional and district councils on the mq uimmentsoftheRMAalldofCovernmentpolicy 
decisions. Each region must then develop a regional policy statement, that both picks up the ruquirements of the Act and is not 
incousistent with the NZCPS. 

The IUA defined sustainable management to include use, developnsxt, and proteotion. RMA plans and policy statements 
are importaut instruments in protecting the environment. This is particularly true in the coastal marine area where there am 
fewerprot&eti areas than on land. The NZCPS provides guidance on elements in the coastal envkmment that are nationally 
important and should be prom&d. It also identifies restoratim and rehabilitation of the coastal envkmment as being a national 
priority. 

In practice, both the Ministry of Fisheries and regional councils may regulate or restrict activities in the marine envkomnent, 
but for di%rent purposes. For example, a resource cmtsent under the Resoume Management Actwouldberequiredbyan 
aquaculturist who wished to place structures in the sea or exclude other users of the marine envknnent from a particular area. 
The aqau&urist would also have to obtain a commtxcialharvestmgpenuitfmmtheM.inistryofFisheriea. 

The Mtitime Transport Act 1994 makes provisioara relative to the protection of the marine envkmment from hanniul 
sub&noes and marine oil spills. 

2. Capacity-Btidiuflechnobgy brwrr 

3. Major Grolups: Local Authorities plny an impc&nt role, through regional and district councils in particular. 
Consultation with the public is au important factor in helping to a&eve eootxkation and co&&ncy in diffemnt seotoral 

programs. During the development of plans and policy statements, it is a legislative reqhment. Toaidthisprocessandinthe 
interests of raising general public awareness, many local authorities carry out campaigns at the regional and local level. 

Sustainable management of fiskies provides for both cotmemislandnml -al harvesting of fish. Maori fishing 
rights guaranteed under the Treaty of Wait@ are included within this fiatnework. 

4. Fllamce: 
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Ch?ter 17 @Ikxam3) continwd: 

ckdttbeboxe8intbecolumllbel0w1eftt 
ForhmWbnpMtamxuge: 
*** - vary lmporbmt 

** = important 
* = mltlmporlaqt 
N = nutrekvant 

Ctmktbeboxeainthecolumabelowrigbt: 
For levd of impkmcpdatloa tme: 
+++ = fdlycovwed 
11 = welleoveswi-ppsbeiagPddresswl 

l = poorly covered 

0 = notcovered 

N= not rdevant 

TABJX I. TEE IKKMWING ACTmTJES HAVE BEEN CONSIDBRED BY TEE APPROPIUATB CMMkDlNATlNG 
MEcHAMsM~R~~~MANAGEMENTAND~~~~LEDEvEulpMENTOFCO~~ANDMARME 
AREAS AND THEIR REsouRcRs. 

LEVEL OP ACTMTY AS DESCRIBED IN AGENDA 21 LEVELOF 
IMPORTANCE IMPLFMENTATION 

* 
a. Preparation and implementation of land and water use and siting policies. 

b. Implementation of integrated coastal and marine management and sustainable 
development plans and programmes at appropriate levels. 

c. Preparation of coastal profiles identifying critical areas including eroded 
xones, physical processes, development patterns, user conflicts and specific 
priorities for management. 

d. Prior environmental impact sssessment, systematic observation and follow-up- 
of major projects, includmg systematic incorporation of results in decision- 
making. 

I I e. Contingency plans for human induced and natural disasters. I I 

f. Improvement of coastal human settlements, especially in housing, drinking 
water and treatment and disposal of sewage, solid wastes and industrial effluents. 

g. Periodic assessment of the impacts of external factors and phenomena to 
ensure that the objectives of integrated management and sustainable development 
of coastal areas and marine environment are met. 

h. Conservation and restoration of altered critical habitats. 

I. Integration of sectoral programmes on sustainable development for 
settlements, agriculture, tourism, fishing, ports and industries affecting the 
coastal area. 

J. Infrastructure adaptation and ahemative employment. 
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TABLE IL !l’ECBNOLOGY (MARINE l3N”VlRm 

ACTIVITY AS DESCMBED IN AGENDA 21 

A. Apply preventive, precautionary and anticipatory approaches so as to avoid 
degradation of the marinc environment, as well as to reduce the risk of loug-term 
or irreversible adverse effects upon it. 

B. Ensure prior assessment of aotivitics that may have significant adverse 
impacts upon the marine environment. 

C. Integrate prota%ion of the marine envimnmmt into relevant geueral 
enviromtal, social and economic dtvelopment policies. 

D. Develop eeouomic inceutivm, where appropriate, to apply clean te&uologies 
and other means consistent with the iuterualixation of environmental costs, au& 
ss the polluter pays principle, so as to avoid degradatiou of the mariue 
mvironmnt. 

E. Improve the iiving mandads of coastal pcpulations, particularly iu 
developing countries, so as to contribute to rcduciug the degradation of the 
zoastal and marine enviroImlent. 

P. Effective monitoring and surveillauce within the exclusive economic xone 
:EEZ) of fish harvesting and transportation of toxic and other haxardous 
II&hlS. 

TABLE III. SEWAGE RELATED ISSUES 

LEVEL OF ACTIVITY AS DESCEIEED IN AGENDA 21 
IMPORTANCE 

A. Sewage related problems are considered when formulating or reviewing 
coastal development plans, includiig human development plans. 

B. Sewage treatment facilities are built in aumdancc with national policies. 

C. Coastal outfall9 are located so as to maintain acceptable level of 
euvironmentai quality and to avoid exposing shell fisheries, water intakes and 
bathing areas to pathogens. 

D. The Government promotes primary treatment of municipal aewagc 
discharged to rivets, estuaries and the sea, or other solutions appropriate to 
specific sites. 

E. The Goverument supports the establishment and improvement of local, 
national, subregional and regional, as nmssary, regulatory and monitoring 
programmes to control effluent discharge. Minimum sewage effluent guidelima 
and water quality criteria are in use. 

LEVEL OF 
JMPLEMENTATION 

I 



TABLE IV. tY!‘HER SOURCES OF lbWUNE FO~UTION, THEGO-EEAS: 

uce emL9s10ns or 
from the marine environment. 

e prohibition of those 
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A. Coordii &onal and re@otul observation preg- for ws&al snd near-sbere 
phenome~ rdacd to dimate change and for research parameters essential for marine and 
coastal management in au regions. 

B. Providing improved forecasts of marine coadins for the safety of inhabitsnbr of 
coastA areas and for the efliciency of marhre opentioat. 

C, htopthg sped measures to eqpe with and adapt to pentid climate hinge and sea- 
kvel rise. 

D. pluticiphg in coaatd vulnerability assessment, modelling and response strategies 
particular& for priority sreas, such as small islands aml low-lying and critical coastal 
SJeas. 

E. Identifying ongoing snd planned programmes of systematic observation of the marine 
environment, with a view to integrating activities and establishiig priorities to address 
Critical uncertriMies for weans and all seas. 

F- Research to determine the marine biologicA effects of increased levels of ultraviolet 
~YS due to the deNha of the stratospheric ozone layer, 

G. Carrying out analysis, assessments and systematic observation of the role of oceans as 
a carbon sink. I 

TABLE VL RATING OF AC- lNmEAIRAND- TRANSPORT SECTORS IN THE SMALL 
ISLANDS DEVELOPING STATES @IDS) 

AIR TRANSPORT 

1. Frqucncy (external flights) 

2. Fmpen~ (incountry flights) 

3. Cooperation at regional level in air 
transport and civil aviation 

4. Cooperation at internatioual level 

5. Economic viability of national air line 

6. E43momic viability of regional air line 

7. national level training in skills for air 
tratqmt sector 

8. Access to training in akills for air 
transport sector within the region 

9. Access to internatioual training for air 
transport sector 

10. Supportive of ICAO 
n 

RATING MARWIME TRANSPORT RATING 

1. Frequency (external shipping) 

2. Frequency (in-country shipping) 

3. Cooperation at regional level in 
shiPPhuI 

4. Cooperation at international level 

5. Ekonomic viability of national 
shipping lie(s) 

6. Ekonomic viability of regional 
shipping line (s) 

7. National level training in skills for 
maritime transport sector 

8. Regional level training in skills for 
maritime transport sector 

9. Access to international training for 
maritime transport sector 

4 
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AGENDA 21 cxLuTER 111: FRCYIECTION : 
APPLICATION , 
MANAGEMENT AND Ut+ OF WA’IZR lUSOK..Cm 

mATUS REIQRT: New Zcalacui complies with vimally all the relevant recoI for activities in ndtion 
to water lmMgem& Thin ir primily due to the infrastructure edablisbcd under the soil coLIMrvation and 2ivel-s 
Cattol Act Wl. Under the Ramme Management AU, managemmt aud data collection me tbc primary reapomibility 
OfmgiadLxnmcik Howmcr~workdsvelopedurderstateoftbeErrviroauneatneportinganrlaovironmcn~zlMzicapors 
Rogmmme will help to provide staddmk of data collection aa well a a national envirod oversight. 

Priority area in the paotdon of fiwhwater inch& estabm guide- which maintain the biophysicai 
‘bouom 1iW’ wed8 of wyct quality kxl qumtity; pmmDtin# &grated land ami water mpDussemQt, becaue cat-t 
aumgamt infhmca water quality and quantity; developin# ad implementin managnmt tcdmiquea that give users 
clear ilKatival to comewe the quality and quaotity of water; e!nmmg@blndo-madopt-lelrInd 
mmgcmatpncdcerwlriehlimitafccctson~sy8tems;~ zigrhltnre atul iI&dlmy to adopt tecbni- 
such as the ncyclii of waste water, so that they use water more efficiently and produce less waste. 



3. Mqjar Groups: 

5. Regio~tiod Cooperation: 

I 
Other data 
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AGENDA 21 CHAPTER 19: -0F4MENTALLY SoulriD MANAGEMEIWOFT CHEMICALS, INCLUJMNW 
FREVENTlON OF lLLEGAL WTEltNATlONAL TRAFFK! IN TOXIC AND 
DANGEROUS FitODU~ 

developmatt or man- in New Zealand, usisg a public assessment process. The purpose of the legislation is to 
managetherishsfromhazardous2n&amxs and new organisms, and to protect the environment and people’s health, 
safety ad economic, social, and cultural well-being. 

An En- Risk Manage Authority (FRMA) has been establishal as part of the legislation. ERMA is a 
regulatory authority which will approve, decline or attach ~nditions to the importation or manufa#ure of any new 
subs- or new organisms; approve or endorse codes of practice; design procedures for the control of hazardous 
substances; and promote information about standa&, compliance, and the maintenance and monitoriug of these 
stadards. It will operate independently, subject to Ministerial policy diiion. 

A risk based approach, for the assessment and management of contaminated sites has been done, basal on 
the Australian and New Zealand Bnvironment and Conservation Council (ANZECC) guidelines. For example, draft 
gui&li.nes have been prepared in consultation with regional cotmcits and the timber industry for selected timber 
chemicals, These guidelines provide the maximum acceptable levels of timber tmatment chemicals that can remain in 
soil and water and set the necessary targets for clean-up. Investigations are underway into treatmmt and disposal 
options for organochlorin wastes. Specific disposal agreements with other OECD countries are in place for the disposal 
of certain hazardous wastes. A “Green Package”, announced as part of the 19% Budget, also included funding to 
address harardous waste management through the development of hazardous waste acceptance criteria for landfills. 

In August 1996 the Local Government Amendment Act No 4 was passed. This legislation incorporates the hierarchy 
of waste management actions (reduction, reuse, recycling, recovery, treatment, and disposal); requires the development 
of waste management plans by district and city councils, allows the regulation of collection of waste, and provides the 
ability to levy fees and disposal charges for waste management. 

The Ministry for the Bnvironment supports seven demonstration projects on cleaner production techniques, in 
cooperation with industry and local governments. A “Cleaner Production” booklet which outlines a range of industry 
case studies has been published. ‘Ihe Ministry also promotes the establishment of further cleaner production projects by 
local governments and sector groups, and provides advice to councils involved in cleaner production programmes. A 
manual for industry and councils is being developed. 
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2. Capdty-BdldingITechnolqgy ISSIWI: A study by the Ministry for the Environment has identified a range of 
sites~,~onpaPtuares,oo~dbecontaminatbdwithbazardous~~thatroav~arisktotheheatthof 
people and ecosystems. These sites cover a wide range of activitiw, in&ding usea au& aa service stations. 

3. Mq/orGrouprr Industry takes a leading role in dealing with chdcpls and hamdous wastes. Por example, the 
Chemical hhmy Council has a Reaponsibte Care programme for the management of haxardous wastea and chemicals. 
The oil industry, in conjunction with the relevant government agencies, has produced a guide to the installation of 
underground storage tanks. This work will be extended to address the rumoval of old tanks, site remediation, and 
Sampling standa& 

Regional councils, assisted by subsidies from central government, are currently following up this study by carrying 
3ut extensive surveys of potentially contanGa&d sites in their regions. These smeys will help identify specific sites, 
wluate risks and develop appropriate containment, remediation and “clean-up” responses. 

1. F-lIlMce: 

i. Regionalhtemational Cooperation: New Zealand is Party to the London Convention on the Prevention of 
vlarine Pollution by Dumping of Wastes and other Matter (1972). New Zealand has not yet adopted a position on the 
November 1996 Protocol to the London Convention. 

New Zealand attaches importance to the Base1 Convention on the Control of ‘Dansboundary Movements of 
bsrdous Wastes and their Disposal, which it ratified on 20 December 1994.. 

New Zealand ratified the Copenhagen Amendment to the Montreal Protocol on 4 June 1993 
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AGENDA 21 CHAPTER 20: ENVIRONMENTALLY SOUND MANAGEMENT OF HAZARDOUS WASTES, 
INCLuDINGpREvENTLONOFILlLEGALINTERNATIONAI,TRAFFICINHAzARDoUS 
WASTES 

NATIONAL PRIORITY: 

STATUS REPORT: 
The Rasel Convention on the Control of Tt-mshmdiuy Movements of HozPrdous Wastes and their Disposal 
Parties shall cooperate to disseminate information on transboundnry movement of hazardous wastes. Parties shall cooperate to promote environmentally 
sound low-waste technologies, to transfer technology and cooperate in developing codes of practice. Parties to assist developing countries. 
Parties shall immediately inform affected parties as to accidents. Prior to the end of each caletir year, parties shall provide the following information 
on the preceding caletir year: (a) the authorities handling Convention matters; (b) infomution regarding the transbowdrry movement of hazardous 
wastes: (c) measures adopted to implement convention; (d) available statistics on human health and environmental effecls of generation, transport and 
disposal of hazardous wastes; (e) information on agreements entered into; (f) infotmation on accidents; (g) information on disposal options; and (h) 
information on development of waste-reduction ?e&nologies; 
0 Base1 Convention: ratified on 20 December 1994 
No information has yet been provided to the Base1 Convention Secretariat. 

Additioual comments relevant to this chapter 

Please refer to Chapter 19 for information on this chapter. 

NEW ZEALAND FINAL (Page 43) 



2. c!qedty-VtdmobgyIIWCI: 

3. M&w Group: 

4. FYIIma 

5. RegioIlaJ/hIternational coo~bn: 
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AGENDA 21 c!mPTER 21: ENVIRONMENTALLY SOUND MANAGFMJ3NT OF SOLID WASI’ES AN-Q SEWAGE 
RELAmlssuEs 

NATIONAL PRIORITYi 

AttheindividunlIcvel,the~ofNewZeplaad’swastemanrgement~istominimiaE waste, reuse -, 
and adopt aNemative means of diqosal (eg makiug compoQt). At the industry level, the objcetive is to “ensure that, 
wherever practicable, waste generators meet the costs of waste management.” 

In 1996 the Local Government Act No 4 was passed. This legislation incorporated the hieramhy of waste 
management (reduction, reuse, recycling, recovery, tmumnt, dhposal), requimd the development of waste management 
plans by district and city councils; allows the regulation of collection of waste, and provides the ability to levy feRs and 
disposal charges for waste management. 

The Government has signed an accord with the pa&aged goods industry, and assisted the oil industry to put in place 
a national Used Oil Recovery Programme. Regulatory and economic mechanisms will be pursued to beck up voluntary 
initiatives 

The Sustainable Management Fund (SMF), administered by the Ministry for the Environment, has supported several 
cleaner production projects to encourage innovation and adoption of cleaner production methods and teohno1opi.e~ by 
industries and seetors such as pipfruit, fishing, and hospitals. 

MFE is developing regulations for the disposal of sewage from ships within New Ztxland’s territorial waters. 
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2. Cawdty-Buildlag/T~ogy Isgug: 

3. MqJor Gnwpsr: TheRtsouxceMmugemaltAuprovidcspPRoftheftemworkforderliaewithwrrteiasues. 
Many regional and local councils are developing policies snd plans for wsste manag- with advice from th.! Ministry 
for the Environment. The Ministry has produced a “Ldfill Guideline” for use by local govcrnmnts nod industry. 
TICS provides advice 9n landfiil siting, design, operation, snd sftemam. It also discwUs evi&tiOn ad iwedsment of 
environmental imp24cts for existing aad closed landfills. 

The lkptment of Internal Affairs and the Ministry for the Environment promoted an -totheLocal 
Govemment Act 1974 to clarify the powers of territorial authorities to promote and imphfztt waste minimisation. 

4. Flnance: 

5. Regional/IdernationaI Couperathn: 

STATISTICAL DATA/INDICATORS 



AGENDA 21 (zlumER22: SAFE AM) FNVIRONMRNTALLY SOUND MANAGEMENT OF RADIOACTIVE 
WASIXS 

NATIONAL PRIORITYi 

STATUS REPORR New Zealand mtifial the South Pdfic Nuclear Fnc Zone Treaty and protocols on 13 Novcmbcr 
1986. 
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3. Major GmupK 

4. Finance: 

5. lkgiolltal/lntelnational Cooperation: 

MfWzlzALAND FlNAL(Pags48) 



AGENDA 21 CHAPTERS 23-32: MAJOR GROUPS 

Ihe role of major groups are also covered under the various chapters of Agenda 21. The foIlowing is a summary 
ofmria obJecthw outlined in Agenda 21. Please check the appropriate boxes and describe briefiy any important 
steps or obrtackr. 

Ch. 24z GLOBAL ACTION FOR WOMEN TOWARDS SUSTAINABLE AND EQUITABLE DEVBLKDPMENT, 
The Convent&n on the Elimination of AU Forms of Dlscrlmlnation Against Women was 

signedan 17 July 198Oandratifiedon 10 January 1985 

24.b Increasing the proportion of women decision makers. 
Thepercentageofwomeninparliamenthashreasedfium14%in1989,to16.5%in1990and29%in19%. 
At the local govemmen t level there was 35% representation in City Councils and 2 1% in District Councils in 1989. 

24.2.e esseasing, reviewing, revising and implementing curricula and other educational material with a view to promoting 
dissemination of gender-relevant knowledge. 

24.2.f and 24.2.~ formulating and implementing policies, guidelines, strategies and plans far achievement of equality in all 
aspects of society including issuing a strategy by year 2000 to eliminate obstacles to full participation of women in sustainable 
development. Policies/strategies etc. have been 

24.2.d establishing mechanisms by 1995 to a&ss implementation and impact of development and environment policies and 
pmgrammcs on women 

Brief comments on this chapter (maxbnum 100 words) (phase, do not exceed thb page> 
New Zealand continues to give priority to ensuring that ODA activities foster the role of women in development. The ODA 

program reco&ses that the roles that women play, their cumomic contribution, and the constraints on their time and activity, are 
essential factors in sustainable development. 

The long term goal of the Women in Development Policy (WID), adopted in 1992, c4mtinues to be the “WID-integration’ of 
kll NZODA fiulded projects. A WID Action Plan was developed in 1994 to implement this policy. 

A review of the WID Action Plan, carried out in October 1995, concluded that &n.ificant progress had been made both in 
terms of increasing support for WID specific activities and in integrating gender considerations into all projects and programs. 
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Cb. 25: CHILDlWN AND YOUTH IN $WlMI’MBltF: DEVELOPlbiE~. 
25,4 establishing pro&w that promote dialogue between the youth and go- t at all levels snd meehaniipns that permit 
youth access to information and opportunity ta present their views on implementiug A2 1. 
Name relevant youth fora (3-4 most irnportaut): 
1. 
2. 
3. 
4. 

Describe their de In the aatlonnl process: 

25.6 reduoing youth unemployment 
Youth unemplayment 1992: 19%: 
25.5 ensuring that by year 2000 more than 50% ofyouth -- gender balanced -- have access to approptiate secondary edwati~n 0~ 
vocational training. 

Brkf eomnaentn on thb chapter (maxhum 100 wordr) (jdeae, do not exceed tbb pnge)i 
A joint project between the Ministry for the Environment, Ministry of Youth Affairs, and UNXCEF WIW initiated in May 1993, 

to develop a Youth response to Agenda 2 1. Thirty thousand copies of a broohunz on UNCEQ were circulated to youth gto~ps 
and sewndaq schools around the country. This brochure provided youth with an opportunity to ident@ IWMI of A@ 2 1 that 
they considered to be important and to suggest ways in which their community and country can wpond to these. A “Youth 
Response to Agenda 2 1” is being prepared using the feedback from these responses. 



Ch. 26: RECOGNIZING MD STRENGTHENING ‘IHE ROLE OF INDIGENOUS PEOPLE AND THEIR 
COMMuNrMES. 
26.3.8 establishing a process to empower indigenous people and their communities -- through policies and legal instruments: 

26.3.b strengthening arrangements for active participation in national policies 

26.3.~ involving indigenous people in resource management strategies and programmes at the national and local level. 

Bdef eommcntr on tbia chapter (maximum 100 words) @lease, do not exeecd thir pagt): J.&rmation explaining the 
signitlcance of UNCED for Maori was prepared and distributed to iwi (tribal groups) during a series of intcr&ive workshops on 
resource management issues held in the winter of 1993. It was intended that feedback Iiom these workshops would be used to 
prepare a Maori response to Agenda 2 1. 

Maori have been involved in the preparation of policy statementa and plans, and rele&nt resource consent applications for 
development proposals. They are accorded a high level of consultation by local government, and Maori representative 
tmmu.uities are attached to local government. 

The Resource Management Act, the Conservation Act, the Environment Act and the Cmwn Minerals Act provide for explicit 
Maori involvement in a range of resource management functions. The Ture Whenua Maori Act 1993, emphasises retention of 

Cb. 27: STRENGTHENING THE ROLE OF NON-GOVERNMENTAL ORGANIZATIONSz PARTNERS FOR 
SUSTAINABLE DEVELOPMENT. 
27.5 developing mechanisms that allow NGOs to play their partnership role responsibly and effectively. 
27.6 reviewing formal procedures and mechanisms to involve NGOs in decision making and implementation, 
278 promoting and allowing NGOs to participate in the conception, establishment and evaluation of official mechauisms to 
review Agenda 2 1 implementation. 

27.7 establishing a mutually productive dialogue by 1995 at the national level between NGOs and governments. 

Brief eommenta on thir chapter (maximum 100 words) @last, do not exceed thir pagt): There are NGO UNCED 
Coordinating Committees in Auckland, Wellington, and Christchurch. Other national environment and development NGOs 
(including umbrella organisations such as EC0 and ANGOA) also have active interestsin Agenda 2 1 related issues. However, 
there is no single national coordinating me&a&m for concerted action by NGCs or other major groups on Agenda 2 1 
implementation. 

On a local level, small comtmutity groups such as the Christchurch Otautahi Agenda 2 1 UNCED-Earth Summit Committee 
on the Indigenous Ecosystems of Otautahi are involved in promoting the decisions of the Earth Summit, and in particular the 
bicxliversity decisions. 

A list of environmental groups in New Zealand can be found in the Environmehtal D/rectory published by the Ministry for the 
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Ch. 28: LOCAL AUTH#HUTDIS’ INITIATIVES IN SUPPORT OF AGENDA 21. 

28.2.d encouraging local authorities to implement and monitor programmes that aim to.ensure participation of women and youth 
in local decision making. 
Thereareatleast ------ local agenda 21s. -----o/o involve repremtation of women at&r youth 
They involve ----% of population 
Government support of local agenda 21 initiatives: 

Brief commenta on tht. chapter (maximum 100 wordm) (pleuc, do not esceed thic page): Most local authorities in 
preparing the various strategic planning documents required by the Resource Management Act (and Local Government Act) are 
giviugef%cttomatterssctoutiaAgenda21. Thnr:isspecefor~~alauthoritiestogobeyoMfthisifthqrwish,andan 
in&g number of local authorities are preparing programme% thatcanbeconsideredlocalAgenda21s. Threelocal 
authorities have joined the International Council for Local Envhxmmental Initiatives (ICLEI). 

Looal authorities are obliged to consult with local communities in preparing District Plans which play a key role in resource 
utilisation decisions. Local authorities play a critical role in coastal management through int5rmation and awareness raising 
campaigns at the regional and local level. Local authorities also participate in the “Health Cities-Health Communities” 
programme of WHO. 

Ch. 29: STRBNGTliElWNG THE ROLE OF WORKERS AND THEIR TRADE UNIONS. 
29.2 full participation of workers in implementation and evaluation of A21. 
29.3 a to e (By year 2000, (a) promoting ratification of JLO conventions; (b) establishing bipartite and tripartite mechanism on 
safety, health and sustahable develmt; (c) inmashg number of envimnmental colleotive agreements; (d) reducing 
occupational accidents and injuries; (e) illm!ahg workers’ education and training cabrta. 

Brief commentr on thh chapter (maximum 100 word@ (please, do not exceed thir page): 

;as .::,:.: ,...::.: :::::.: ::..I,:. :::j:>: ‘.‘>,., 
iii 
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30: STRENGTHElUING THE ROLE OF BUSINESS AND INDUSTRY. 
30.6There are governmen tal policies increasing the &ciency of reaome 
perunitof ecxmomic output. 

we, includinglwseJ, mycling, and reduction of waste 

30*1&8 encouraging the corlcept of stew&p in management and use of Ilahual -by~trepreneurs. 

Idd any actbar taken In thlr am: A “Business and Envimmen t Confennce” WBS held in August 1993 fm business leaden 
to promote compts of “eco-e&ciency”. The confemw offkred business leaders the opportunity to share recess stories about 
incorpofating environm ental considerations into business management, and to learn how their competitors and colleagues are 
respodhg to the challenges of sustaimble development. This cmfemce was part of an on-going initiative to encourage 
businesses to regard envimmm tal vahles as critical fmces.3 factols in theii lmlwing strategies. 

3O.M.b increasing number of enterprises that subscribe to and implement swtaimble development policies. 

Brief commenta on thin chapter (maximum 100 wordr) (pkwe, do not exaxd thir page): Timber iqmters and building 
supply retailers have been involved in transftig the count@ trade to mtainable sources of impwted tropical timbers 
tluougb the hported Tropical Timber Group (In%). I&x&y has also assumed a critical role in the handling of chemical and 
luwudow wastes. The Chemical lndusby Council created a Responsible Care programme for the management of hazardous 
wastes and chemicals. The oil industry has also been involved with the production of a guide to the installation of underground 
storage tanks. 

;s: 
::;,;;:j 
.: ..: :.::;: :.. 
AZ 
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Ch. 31: SCIENTIFIC AND TECHNOLOGICAI, COMMUNITY. 
3 1.3.b Efforts are being made to improve exchange of knowledge and concerns between S&T community and the general public. 
Crown Research Institutes and Universities now have active strategies for communication with the general public, including 
producing publications aimed speci%ally at increasing public awareness, Across all government agencies there is an increasing 
interest in participatory processes involving the public. 

31.9 developing, improving and promoting international acceptance of codes of practice and guidelines related to science and 
technology and its role in reconciling environment and development, 

Briefcommentr on thin chapter not already dewribed in chapter 35 (maximum 100 words) (please, do not esceed thin 
page): The decentralized science system in New Zealand places emphasis on individual science agencies developing their 
own bilateral and multilateral programmes and linkages. The Government assists such linkages with small seed funding throu& 

several programmes of the International Science Linkages Fund, a science promotion fund. 
The implementation of sustainable development projects at the national level involves, in most cases, consultation between 

the Government and the relevant experts in the science community. 
The Public Good Science Fund (PGSF) requites there to be a technology transfer component within all research bids it t%nds, 

including those relevant to sustainable development. CRI’s are required by legislation to transfer knowledge and technology, and 
therefare must have explicit communication programmes about their science and research. The Royal Society of New Zealand 
has an active programme of science communication, and the promotion of science ethics and codes of scientifio practice, as well 
as committees in a range of areas related to sustainable development 

Major Group organisations in the s&&c and technological community also participate in the &sign of national sustainable 
development projects and policies. Examples include the maintenance of clean water supplies, the National Science Strategy for 

Ch. 32: STRENGTHBNING THE ROLE OF FARMERS. 
32.5.~ promoting and encouraging sustainable farming practices and technologies. 

32.5.e developing a policy framework that provides incentives and motivation among farmers for sustainable and efficient 
farming practices. 

32.S.f enhancing participation of organizations of farmers in design and implementation of sustainable development policies. 

Brief comments on thir chapter (maximum 100 word@ (pkase, do not exceed this page): 
The central government agency responsible for strengthening the role of farmers through sustainable agriculture and rural 

development programmes is the Ministry of Agriculture (MAR). 
There are numerous farmer and rural community groups that range from specific sheep breed societies to large industry 

producer boards. Local rural opportunity groups were formed to take on a diversity of functions and types of activities. Landcare 
groups have operated in New Zealand fa many years in order to bring groups in a community together to tackle a common 
problem such as animal pests, erosion, or any other problem that may affect a rural community. In New Zealand there are 90 
Lan&are groups. 

Federated Farmers of New Zealand (Inc) is the main sector organisation representing New Zealand farmers. A network of 24 
provincial organisations and over 400 local branches provide a locally based, democratic organisation that gives farmers a 
collective voice, both within their region and nationally, 

The New Zealand Federation of Young Farmers Clubs (YFC) is New Zealand’s largest youth organisation, The current 
membership is approximately 3,000 people dispersed throughout 200 clubs in New Zealand. Membership is open to anyone 
between 15 and 30 years of age. 

Women’s Division Federated Farmers has 410 branches throughout New Zealand which provide opportunities for fellowship, 
education, community service and action according to local needs. It aims to strengthen rural communities and promote the 
welfare of rural families. 
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AGENDA 21 CHAPTER 33: FmANclAL REflornC~ AND MEC 

STATUS REPORT: Wough the Official Development As&ancc (NZODA) programme, New Zealand contributes 
to the promtion of sustai&le develop~t indevelopin~ countries. Many New Zealand development assistance 
project8 have helped to address environmental problema and provide strategica for sustahmblc development. The8e 
include ago-fWutIy, soil cowe!rvation, land-we planning, water re#xWes management, fisherks l%swch and 

iilzzzy 
W”=‘-=s 8- aud hydra-electricity plalmhlg, enviromSntal education and management aaining, 

conEervation. 
The New Zealand Government ncognises the uqent need for international cooperation tc achieve sust&able social 

aud economic development. At WNCED, New Zealand agreed to commit new and additional resources for sustainable 
developmat projaaS of global en- bcaefit and ti since taken a decision to contribute fiaaacially to the 
Global EMronmental Facility (GEF), including an amount of NZ$10,4 million to the 1994-96 replenMrntW, About 
half ofthisissupplementarytotheasaea&&are. 

At UNCBD. New Zealand joined other developed countries in naffirming its commitment to reach the accepted UN 
target of 0.7 % of GNP for ODA. It noted, however, that the availability of additional ODA ~~WIWCS would have to 
be cam&led by the Government in the context of domestic economic circumstances. In 1995/%, the total ODA 
allocation of New Zealand was approximately 0.23% of the counay’s GNP. The major part of this (over 80%) is an 
allocation of NZ$164.670 million for the bilateral and multilateral programmes, administered by the Ministry of Foreign 
Affairs and Trade. 

The small island states of the South Pacific are the major focus of New Ze&nd’s ODA program. Some 47% of 
the total ODA figure, that is about NZ$77 million, goes towards hilatcral and multilateral programs in the South 
Pacific. 

‘lie main part of this allocation cons&s of NZ$64.9 million for bilateral country programs in the Pacific. This 
aaSi5taaa goes mainly to the ~~yneshl and MelaIHian countries with Which New Zif!ahd has VaditiOnd bkS, mainly 

78 members of the Commonwealth. Some NZS2.3 million goes towards regional programs which include s&oral 
~qrammes in education, health, women-in-development, agriculture, good governance, economic development and 
de, as well as programs in private sect& development. In addition, NZODA contributes some NZS9.5 million to the 
vork of regional agencies in the South Pacific. The regional agencies receiving NZODA support include: The Forum 
iecretariat, the South Pacific Commission, the South Pacific Regional Environment Program, the Forum Fisheries 
4gency. the South Pacific Applied Geoscience Commission, the University of the South Pacific, and the South Pacific 
bard for Educational Assessment. 

In the past, the Government has played a significant role in providing relief to farmers affected by climatic disasters 
uch M drought. It ia now recognised that disaster relief pro&unrne8 can contribute to environmental degradation by 
listorthq risk perceptions of land users and thereby encouraging unswtainable use of land and other resources. Where 
upport is provided, it is in a manner that does not rexlucc individual responsibility for managing risk. 

XUNGES lN NATlONAL BUDGET TO ADDRESS SUSTAINABLE DEVELOF’MENl! 

4EW ECONOlbllC llWl’l2~ 

&lM.INATlON OF ENVIRONMENTALLY UNFMENDLY SUBSIDIES: 



ODA polky imw 

STATISTICAL DATA/INDICATORS 

1992 

ODA funding provided or recked (Total UShiIlion) 

1993 1994 1995 1996 

I 

Net flow of exlemal capital fbm all so- 85 % of GDP 

other data 

Average tor 9233 Average for 94-96 
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NATIONAL PRIORI’IX 

STATUS RRPOR’I’ ON UN-KS BETWEEN NATIONAL, REGIONAL AND INTERNATIONAL INIWWATION 
NBTWORKS/SYSIXMS2 Although there ate no central databam on enviromnentally sound technologies, nor any 
Government initiatives targeted specifically at environmentally sound technologies, information on environmenUy 
SOUIKI -10gie~ is held by a tide variety of iadependmt and quasi-government agencies. Some examples include the 
Build& Reseucb. AaJocLotion of New Zealand (‘BRANZ) for building-related t&ttdogies; Telarc, for e~&~runentally- 
friendly pmdttcta; and Tradenz for commenzial ventures. Some sector-based government departments and regional 
COUdh are active in promoting and distributing information on specific aspects of environmentaUy sound technology, 
such as energy tmtsemation and efficiency. 

With regard to energy efficiency, the Energy Efficiency and Conservation Authority (EECA) is the main 
information source. The EBCA holds information about energy efficient technologies to support government activities 
and provides information and support serving of high quality and easy accessibility to clients. The needs of clients, are 
~ntinuously being reviewed and updated to ensure that the information systems are relevant. 

Various agricultural industry organisations such as the Meat Research and Development Council (MRDC) and the 
New Zealand Dairy Board provide information on environmentally sound technologies at the national level. The MRDC 
rims monitor farms which test technologies and management methods. The results of these practical trials are then 
published widely so farmers can use the inform&on in running their farm. 

The New Zealand economy has undergone significant reform during the past decade to make it more robust and 
responsive to both domestic and international demands includiig the demand for environmentally sound technology. To 
tchieve this, inrer ah, a floating exchanging rate was introduced, assistance to industry declined with the removal of 
subsidies and the decline iu tariffs, and the market has been substantially deregulated. This has lead to an open trading 
xonomy aud a reliance on market mechanisms, making it accessible to importers and, with the improving economic 
Xrformancc, more attractive to investors. 

New Zealand has a sophisticated library and communications system which allows ready access to most publicly avai’able 
aurces of information on environmentally sound technology, both in New Zealand and overseas. 

The Ministry of Agriculture (I&W), under its Sustainable Agriculture Facilitation program, commissions research and distributes 
nformation on environmentally sound technology through a publication series. An example of this is a recent report on TrralmrM of 
3&y Shed E$lucnt which e xamines each disposal method and the outcomes of using each method. TlmMiitry of Agriculture has 
dso commissioned research into identiij4ng farm level constraints and designing strategies to facilitate adoption of new sustainable 
echnobgies and farm management practices that are environmentally and economically sustainable. Although there have been 
;imilar studies done in the past, this study will concentrate on farmers identifying the constraints to technology uptake and both 
hrmers and researchers providing solutions. 

There is no centralised process for evaluating the range of technologies being developed overseas. Such evaluation is done on an 
rd hoc basis, and further work would be required to assess any gaps and deficiencies in the quality and accessibility of information 
m environmentally sound technologies. 

MEANS OF IMPLEMENTATION: There is no overall govemment mechanism for identifying and promoting 
:nviromuentally sound technologies. Government policy has avoided intervention in terms of evaluation and promotion 
If particular technologies. It has been decided that the market provides the most effective mechauism for achieving 
his, because individual firms are in the best position to asseas their needs and to influence market outcomes. 
bvemment policy has been against the establishment of cumbersome and bureaucratic mechanisms such as might be 
quired to attempt centralised efforts to identify and promote environmentally sound technologies. The Government 
elieves that historical deficieucics have arisen when institutions have been supply (rather than demand) driven. When 
;ovemat has intervawd, it has been on specific issues, such as energy efficiency, and hat involved promoting 
objectives rather than specific technologies. 
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@Describeanywo*beiugupdertalrcn at the national or loc%l level regarding mm to promote &au pmduuion p& 
and/or the cimcqts oft3m-efficlency. These processes may include trainbg, prcfumtial ilnafhl atmgemulta, illfonnation . . dlasemdon and chaugc!a in legal or regulatory hrncworks. 

TIM Miuisny for the En- is invcdtigating options for information on, and cnunuagetucrit towards, clcal.W 
production tcchaiqucs. The Ministry, working with industry, regional and local authorities, and other sector groups, has also 
established a number of cleaner production demonstration projects throughout the country. 

@ Provide information on the adoption of cnviron~~~tal managcn~U sysiems. National reaction to envhnmWal 
managcax.ntsystun~suc41astbeIso14OOO&rieaaadothers. PleascnotceffortsmadcatthenationaIlcvelto 
pnzunotc their adoption and the creation of certification inbstrucm in onler to facilitate access to these standah to local 
industry. 

o List and describe programs or work under way to facilitate the transfer of EsTs to small and medium sized enterprises. 
Please note efforts to facilitate access to financial resources and other transfer strategies. 
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AGENDA 21 CWAPTER 35: SCIENCE FOR SUSTAINABLE DEVELOPMENT 

STATUS REPORT ON NATIONAL SCIENTIFIC KNOWLEDGE, BESEABCH WEDS AND FBIOBITIES: 
NO direot attempt has been made to assess New Zealand’s national scientitic knowledge in the area of sustainable 

development. 
ScvaalGOV emment ~OCUIIWWS. strategic statements and National Science Strategies have identified research needs and 

priorities in numerous areas contributing to sustainable development, These include Parh ro 2010 (1992); The Nexr Three 
Yeat% Towat& 2010 (1994); the Envhnment 2010 Sltwtew, Science for Sustainable LandManagement - Towards a New 
Agenda; Public Znwetment in Science and Technology - a Review of Directions through to the year 2001; and Research, 
Science, and TechnoIogy: 2010, 

National Science Strategies (NSS) are cwrently in place to coot&ate and advise on resesrch priorities for sustainable land 
mgenkt?nt and climate change, and the appropriateness of a NSS for biodiversity is also being investigated. Several aspects of 
sustamable development are inch&d within the priorities of the PGSF. the government fbnd for strategic research, but there i$ 
no overarching mechanism for prioritising national research for sustainable development The PGSF’s cross-output themes give 
priority to research related to sWainable development in the following areas - development of a body of knowledge on society 
and on addressing social issue& development of a body of knowledge on the natural and mod&d environment and on addressing 
enviraawntal issues; global climate change (intbrmatim and implications); and sustainable land management. 

Thereissignitieantseiencee&rtinNewZealandto ur&r&nd the physical aspects of sustainable land management (SLM). 
This area reeeivea 8 1% of current funding for SLM research, with 4% dedicated to cultural and social aspects and 15% to 
utxkddng economic and financial obje&ives. Ahhough it is recognised that the impact of human behaviour poses the 
biggest threat to SLM, there is currently little social science input to the management of the land. 

The key ~timal priorities for sWainable land management msemch, as identitied in Science& Sustainable Land 
Management - Tow& a New Age&z, are water quality; biodiversity; soil quality; weeds, pests, and diseases; climate and 
atmosphere, physical hazar&; and chemical residues and hazardous substances, Theme areas where fbrther research is needed 
in&k - monitoring and indicators appropriate for New Zealand; social science contribution to environmental understanding, 
integration of human and physical sciences; limita, reversibility, resilient and best land management practices; risk assessment 
in land management decision making; Maori sustainable land management science needs, predictive models and decision support 
systems for outcomes of various land uses, in&ding ground proofing; environmental technologies that support and enhance 
sustainable land management and euvinmmental accounting at a national regional and enterprise level. 

STEPS TAKEN TO ENHANCE SCIENTIFIC UNDERSTANDING, IMPROVE LONG TERM SCIENTIFIC 
ASSESSMENT, BUILDING OF CAPACITY AND CAPABILiTY: 

The Governmen t has taken a strategic approach to promoting the long-term contribution of I-IS&T to its social, economic, and 
envhonmental objectives, many aspects of which relate to suskinable development This approach is described in Research 
Soknce & Technology: 2010, which sets three high level goals namely: fostering societal values and attitudes that recognise 
science and technology as critical to future prosperity; ensuring an adequate level of investment in science as a component in 
national life which has a cultural value in its own right; and maximising the direct contribution of science and technology to 
diverse social, economic and environmental goals. 

At a lower level, the Government is able to enhance scientific understanding and improve long-term s&ntitio assessment, 
oapaeity, and capability in specific areas through its priority-setting pruceas for the PGSF, which funds about 50% of all 
go-mment-tided research in New Zealand. This process involves dividing the allocated timding between 17 sooio-economic 
outputs areas. The most recent priority-setting exercise resulted in sign&ant tbnding incnmes for outputs relating to primary 
pxmiuction industrits, energy research, society and vulture, natural resoumes, land and fkshwater ecosystems and marine 
envimnments, climate and atmosphere, (outputs l-6,1 1,13-16). Within each of the mmaining outputs, there is provision for 
reseat& concerned with the susknable utilisation/development of resources of the industry in question. 

Specific steps taken to enhance scientifk u&Mamhng which may, directly or indirectly, underpin sustainable development 
in&k- NSSs (a me&aniam for coo&rating research and advising on priorities). A NSS has recently been established for 
sustainable land management; Marsden Fund which aima to broaden and deepen the research skill base by supporting excellent 
science; Teohnology for J3usiness Growth scheme, to promote technology uptake for business growth by encouraging private 
investment in RS&T, Technology Uptake and Innovation programme - to encourage technology uptake and innovation through 
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New Zealand does not collect R&D statistics spec&xlly related to sustainable development. However, the latest R&D 
statistics, for 1993/94, provide the following break-down of expenditure by key area of activity. 

In 1993/94 the totsl R&D udertaken h New Zealand was NzS824.8 million, up just ovk 9% hm NzS754.5 in 1992/93. 

Through the RS&T: 2010 strategy statement, the Governmen t has commiti itselfto incre4hgexpenditurehmthecurrent 
0.57% of GDP to 0.8% by 2010. As pat of nchieving this goal, the Gov emnent is inmasing tiding for the PGSF from 
NzF256 million to NzS330 million over the next 5 years. 
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AGENDA 21 CHAPTER 36: FROMCYl’ING EDUCATION, PURLIC A 

STATUS REPORT: The Ministry of Education (MOE) is primarily responsible for developing national guidelines 
on all aspects of education, including national curriculum development objectives. Several other agencies, including the 
Ministry for the EMronment, the Department of Conservation, aud the Mi of AgricuIture are also involved to 
some extent in giving specialist advice. MOE is not currently a standing member of the UNCED ImplementMion 
Officials Group, but it uses consultative and con- approaches to obtain advice on environmental education. 
Stakeholders consulted include the &aching community, worn, youth, indigenous people, and the scientific and 
technical community. 

New Zealand is in the process of developing an environmental education strategy to establish an integrated national 
spproPch t0 CtIhOd CdUC8ti~ XXQSS d sedols Of the C0lluutUdty. It wiu he fi to the gOVernmmt’S lOllg- 
term envimnmntal and educational StrategicS. The strategy is being developed through a two-year process of 
consul&ion with relevant sectors and interested people in the community. A discussion d ocoment was published in late 
19% and submissions have been requested. 

A guideline to assist teachers iu integrating cnviro~tal education into curriculum subjects has been developed by 
the MixMry of Education. The guideline is scheduled for publication in 1996. 

A joint NGG and central/local government initiative, the Greenbox, has been in place for some years and delivers 
mvirontnental information and rw~oufcc materials to all schools twice a year, 

The Ministry of Agriculture has a Sustainable Agriculture Program which aims to raise the awareness of the 
kuming community of sustainable agriculture and rel*ed issues. MAF also produces school education kits on 
lustaiuable agriculture which seek to educate young people about New Zealand’s agriculture and to survey changes in 
and management and planning. 

,) Increasing public awarene88 
Local networks of teachers, NGOs, and central and local government officials are being developed in a number of 

egions. The primary purpose of these networks, which serve as brancha of the New Zealand Association for 
?nviroMlental Education, is information exchange, especially about local environmental issues and resources. 

!) PrQmoting training 

kOLE OF MAJOR GROUPS: The primary role of the Ministry of Women’s Affairs is provision of genda-specific 
ulvice to the Government on public policy issues. It has identified a number of key sreas for women’s progr~ toward 
quality. These include work on a greater sharing and valuing of unpaid work and increased employment opportunities; 
ind work in education and training, effective compulsory education for Mao& and effective post-coqppulsory training, 
ncluding business skills and industry training. 

zany ld authorities are developing #olicies and strategies for environmental education, which include business and 
ommuuity education as well as activities with schools. 

WWNCING AND CCDSl’ EVALUATION OF THE LABOUR ACTMTlESz 
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August 1994 expressed concern about the de%ructive harvesting of forests in 
ters of Australia, Fiji, New Zealand, Papua New Guinea, Solomon Islands 
ark towards a common code of conduct on logging of indigenous forests to 

tive countries will adhere. The code also exprecsed the need to increase 

bilateral assistance on forestry is provided in accordance with New Zealand’s capacity and in 
requests from partner governments on the basis of their national and regional plans and priorities. 

ce is directed primarily to the Pacific with major projects in several countries. New Zealand 
participates in projects by contributing technical assistance, cash brants, material supplies, and training. Currently, New 
Zealand is associated with overseas development assistance in seven Pacific Island Developing Countries. 

New Zealand plays an active role in a number of regional organisations in the South Pacific and provides fiicial 
and technical support for these organisations. As most of the Pacific Island countries are small, these regional 
organisations play an important part in sustainable development artivities. Some of the regional programs that New 
Zealand is involved in include : the South pacific Form Secretariat which promotes regional cooperation, especially in 
trade and economics matters, services the Forum meeting of Heads of Forum countries, and has an important policy 
zoordination role; the South Pacific Commission promotes economic and social cooperation aud development in the 
region; the Fortuu Pisheries Agency provides assistance to member countries in the economic and sustainable 
management of their tlsheries, particularly tuna; the University of the South Pacific which endeavours to meet the 
xlucational and tertiary learning needs of the 12 member countries in the region; and the South Pacific Regional 
Environment Program which promotes sustainable development in the South Pacific. 
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e, and evaluate these, 

epartments’ views are re 

international agmmem are covered and integration and consistency with government is maintained. 





Additional Comments 

According to the Govcanmmt of New Zealand, h&n&on plays a critical role in ensuring that objectives of 
sWainable development policies are met in ~tc89 such as health, welfare, housing, and enviromnmt. Monitorhlg and 
evaluation of information provides a fitm basis for decision makin& the efficient use of resourW, Clarifying the social 
and et~imnmmtal impacts of policies, and providing a means of measuring progress towards agreed objectives. ‘The 
Govexxnnent believes that the coo&m&ion of information related to environment and developmmt in the govgnment 
sector would allow better use of existing information networks both within and outside government. * 

Major initiatives in this area include: publication of a report on the state of public health in New Zealand, “Our 
Health, Our Future” by the Public Health Commission in December 1993; Statistics New Zealand published a report 
called “Measuring Up” which presents information of New Zealand’s atmosphere and climate and other environmental 
sreas; publication of the first State of the Environment Report for New Zealand (due in 1997);the development of a set 
of National Bnvirom~e~~tal Indicators; publication of “Community Help” which provides information to rural and urban 
people on services provided by government departments, state owned enterprises, and non-govemmmt agencies; 
expansion of the “Rural Bulletin” which provides information on government policies and programm es andonrural 
development initiatives to over 1,500 rural netwoti, publication of a Community Development Resource Kit by the 
Department of Internal A&irs which provides information on legal structures and entities needed for sustainable 
community development activities; and the development of Link Centres which provide information on government 
mctivitiea. 

While there is a programme to develop a set of national environmental indicators, the Government has not had a 
specific program to develop or use indicators of sustainable development at the national, regional, or local level. 
Departments of the UNCED Implementation OfIicials Group, and others, have considered the option of develqjing 
checklists for incorporating sustainability principles into organisational practices and policy making, 

The Ministry for the Environment is currently coordinating the development of a core set of environmental 
indicators, and a Wework for gathering, analysing, and re!-%+sing such information. The indicators will show 
mvironmental trends and the effectiveness of actions taken to avoid, or solve, environmental problems. The indicaton 
will supply information for regular State of the Environment Reports. They will show the government whether it is 
meeting its environmental objectives set out in Environment 2010 Strutegy, and they will show New Zealand’s progress 
towards sustainable management of the environment. 

The Ministry of Agriculture has commissioned several research programs for the development of indicators of 
sustainability of agriculture. MAF has also held seminars with f&mers and other government agencies to determine 
additional indicaton. MAF is also currently involved in the OECD development of agri-environmental indicators. 

Central and local government agencies are developing their own sets of indicators for their own purpose, to assist 
planning and resource allocation, service provision or other actions. 

MOT is developing an information strategy for transport. The Strategy conce&ates on environmental, commercial, 
safety and social sustainability. 

STATISTICAL DJ~TA/INDICATORS 
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