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. MATTERS BROUGHT TO THE ATTENTI ON OF THE | NTER- AGENCY
COW TTEE ON SUSTAI NABLE DEVELOPMENT
A. Measures to strengthen coordination
(Agenda item 5)
1. United Nations system
(Agenda item5 (a))
1. In discussing possibilities for distributing information about activities

of its nenber organizations, the nenbers of the ACC Subconmittee on Water
Resources expressed the view that the lack of detailed information on field-

| evel activities of the various menber organi zati ons constituted a serious

i npedi ment to systematically making such information readily available to each
other. The matter was discussed further in the context of establishing a

dat abase under agenda item 10 (a) (see paras. 24-26 bel ow).

2. dobal Water Partnership

(Agenda item5 (b))

2. The representative of the United Nations Devel opnent Progranme (UNDP)

i nfornmed the Subconmttee of the official |aunching of the G obal Water
Partnership at Stockholmon 9 August 1996. The G obal Water Partnership is an
i nternational mechanismthat ains to translate the consensus on water managenent
i nto responsi ve coherent services for devel opi ng countries, enphasizing |oca

i npl enentation. The Partnership will thus support integrated water resources
managemnment programes by col |l aborating with Governnents and exi sting networks,
as well as devel opi ng new arrangenents, encouragi ng Governnents, aid agencies
and ot her stakehol ders to adopt consistent and nutual ly conpl ementary policies
and programmes, and sharing information and experience. The Partnership wll
al so devel op solutions to common problens within integrated water resources
nmanagenent, suggest policies and practices based on those solutions, and help
mat ch needs to avail abl e resources.

3. The d obal Water Partnership is co-sponsored by UNDP, the Swedish

I nternational Devel opnent Cooperation Agency and the Wirld Bank, and is governed
by a Consultative Group of representatives from external support agencies,
devel opi ng countries, the private sector and acadenic institutions. |t receives
techni cal advice froma Technical Advisory Committee, and its secretariat,
headed by an Executive Secretary, is |located at Stockholm

4. The menbers of the Subcommittee stressed the inportance of the d obal Water
Part nership as a means of inplenenting, at the field I evel, the recomendati ons
of the Commission at its fifth session and of the General Assenbly at its
speci al session, stemmng fromthe conprehensive assessnent of the freshwater
resources of the world.
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5. It was agreed that the Chief of the Water Resources Devel opnent and

Managenment Service of the Food and Agriculture O ganization of the United

Nati ons (FAO or the Chairman of the Subconmttee, ex officio, would represent
the Subconmittee at the neetings of the InterimComittee of the G obal Water
Par t ner shi p.

3. Oganizations outside the United Nations system

(Agenda item5 (c))

6. The menbers of the Subconmittee wel comed M. Quy Lenvi gne, Executive
Director of the recently established Wrld Water Council, who briefed the
Subcommittee on the objectives and nmenbership of the Council, as well as on its
pl anned activities. He stated that nenbership was open to national and

i nternational institutions, governnent agencies, and private and public

organi zations and firms, as well as non-governnental organizations and acadenic
and scientific organizations. He expressed the hope that organizations of the
United Nations systemwould join the Council, and | ooked forward to a cl ose

col | aborati on between the menbers of the Subcommittee and Council. He noted
that the Council woul d be engaged in the preparation of a |ong-termpolicy on
water, life and the environnment. |In addition, the Council was in the process of
organi zi ng The Morocco Forum WAter Resources Managenent in the Next Century,
to be convened by the Governnment of Morocco at Marrakesh on 22 March 1997

7. The nmenbers of the Subconmittee expressed great interest in cooperating
with the Council in the preparation of the Conference as a part of the
observance of World Water Day, and agreed to explore the matter further. It was

noted that the representatives of the United Nations Educational, Scientific and
Cultural Organization (UNESCO, UNDP, the World Bank and the United Nations

Envi ronnment Programme (UNEP) are currently menbers of the InterimBoard of
Governors of the Council, and that they would provide the link for further

consul tati ons.

8. The menbers of the Subcommittee stressed the increasing inmportance of
hol di ng periodic consultations with the Wrld Water Council, The Water Supply
and Sanitation Collaborative Council and mgjor international non-government al
organi zations for the nonitoring and inplenentation of chapter 18 of Agenda 21.
They recommended that future sessions of the Subconmmttee be conmbined with an
informal neeting of the Subcommittee with the representatives of the two
counci |l s.

B. Initiatives for joint action: public information, with
particular reference to Wrld Water Day

(Agenda item6 (c))

9. The representative of the United Nations Centre for Human Settl enents
(Habitat) recalled that the Subcomrittee, at its sixteenth session, agreed on
"Water for thirsty cities" as the thenme for the observance of Wrld Water Day in
1996 in order to link it with the convening of the United Nations Conference on

/...
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Human Settlenments (Habitat 11). Habitat was designated as the | ead agency for

t he organi zation of events for the Day. The representative briefed the nenbers
of the Subconmittee on the activities that had been organized for the observance
of the day in collaboration with the Departnent for Policy Coordination and the
Departnent for Devel opnent Support and Managenment Services of the United Nations
Secretariat, UNEP, UNDP, the World Meteorol ogi cal Oganization (WMD), the Wrld
Bank, the regional comm ssions, the Water Supply and Sanitation Collaborative
Counci | and nunerous non-governnental organizations.

10. An information kit on issues and probl ens of urban water resources
nmanagenent was nailed to all countries through the UNDP resident representative,
for distribution to all water-related agencies and institutions and all United
Nati ons agenci es and regional offices and commssions. It was al so di ssem nated
on the Internet via the Habitat hone page, as well as the UNDP Hi ggi ns Network.
National and | ocal authorities and non-governnmental organizations were
encouraged to use the media in order to draw attention to water supply,

sani tation, drainage and waste managenent problens; denonstrate tangible

i nprovenents in the provision of water and sanitation for the poor; and
identify, publicize and reward local initiatives for inproving the |lot of the
poor. Universities and schools were urged to organi ze design, essay and

pai nting conpetitions, and to introduce water issues into school curricula.
Children's events were organi zed in Nairobi, Jakarta, Quito, Stockhol m and
Beijing.

11. The CGovernnent of China hosted an international conference on managi ng

wat er resources for large cities and towns, wth about 150 participants from
sone 50 countries and United Nations agencies. The conference adopted the
Beijing Declaration as an input to the Habitat Il Conference. The observance of
Wirld Water Day in Beijing included a children's event, a press conference and
comuni ty- based observances around Beijing, followed by official observances and
the award of the Wrld Day for Water Scrolls of Honour, in recognition of nmjor
contributions to water devel opnent, which were held in the Geat Hall of the
Peopl e.

12. The menbers of the Subcommittee recalled that the theme for the observance
of World Water Day in 1997 was to be linked to the conprehensive assessnent of
the freshwater resources of the world. The representatives of UNESCO and WD,
as |l ead agencies for Wrld Water Day for 1997, informed the Subconmttee of

activities being planned in connection with the observance of the Day. It was
agreed that the Chairman of the Subconmmittee, as a nenber of the InterimBoard
of Governors of the Wrld Water Council, would explore the possibilities of

cooperating with organi zations of the Mrocco Forum \Water Resources Managenent
in the Next Century, as part of the observance of Wrld Water Day.

13. Gven the inportance of groundwater worldw de, particularly in arid and
sem -arid regions, as well as the |imted know edge on hydrogeol ogi cal systens,
the menbers of the Subcommittee reconmended that the theme of Wirld Water Day in
1998 be "Groundwater: invisible resource", with an enphasis on water quality as
wel | as quantity.
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C. Coordination and nmonitoring of chapter 18 of Agenda 21, and
system wi de cooperative efforts for the inplenmentation of
reconmrendations contained therein: protection of water
resources, water quality and aquatic ecosystens

(Agenda item 7 (c))

14. The representative of UNEP highlighted the major problens involved in

anal ysing water quality issues on a global or regional scale. Mich of the
avai | abl e gl obal and regional water quality information is a product of the UNEP
A obal Environment Monitoring System Water Quality Monitoring Progranme

(CEMS/ Water). GCEMS/Water is inplenented by the Wrld Health O ganization (WHO
for UNEP. Water-quality data under GEMS/ Water are typically obtained from
national -1 evel nmonitoring stations, whose participation is supported by the
provi sion of capacity-building services to the countries invol ved.

15. The representative noted that know edge of water quality on a global scale
is nmuch | ess conprehensive than know edge of water quantity, a concl usion
reached in the process of preparing the conprehensive assessnent on freshwater
resources of the world. High costs and insufficient know edge of environnenta
pat hways and i npacts were anong the reasons for that situation

16. The nmenbers of the Subconmittee expressed concern at the evident
deterioration of water quality worldw de, which is rapidly reducing the potable
wat er resource base and threatening human health and aquatic ecosystems. Unlike
wat er quantity, the fundanental scientific understanding of the processes and
related flux transfer of surface and subsurface contaminants is far from
conprehensive. Limted access to existing databases on water quality has
restricted the appropriate devel opnent of the nodels that are urgently required
for the devel opment and application of |and and water managenment gui delines
within the framework of water pollution and environnmental health. Water quality
covers a range of pollutants that concern both human and environnental health.
Moreover, the costs and infrastructure, such as |aboratories, that are required
for water quality nonitoring to be achi eved conprehensively are beyond the neans
of any one United Nations agency to support.

17. The nmenbers of the Subconmittee noted that the water quality situation had
been simlar during the 1960s. At that tinme, the recognition that there was

i nsufficient understandi ng of hydrol ogi cal processes for application in water
resour ces managenent pronpted the |International Hydrol ogi cal Decade, 1965-1974.
The gl obal programme had stinulated the establishment of a network of
representative basins that rapidly inproved the understandi ng of hydrol ogy and
wat er resources managenent, based on United Nations inter-agency cooperation,
under pi nned by strong support at the national |evel in many countries.

18. The Subcommi ttee therefore supported a proposal for the devel opnent of a
conpr ehensi ve water quality programe, as a cooperative effort of UNESCO, UNEP,
the United Nations University (UNU), the Departnent for Devel opnent Support and
Managenent Services of the United Nations Secretariat and WHO, based on a
careful ly sel ected gl obal network of representative drai nage basins to enconpass
the broad spectrum of environments so that future extrapolation to unnonitored
basi ns can be achi eved. Each nonitored basin will support a carefully planned

/...
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i ntegrated research and training programre to devel op appropriate water quality
nodel s to address the needs of water supply, water and health, and the broader
obj ective of inmproving the condition of the environment. Details of the
proposal were to be el aborated by the above-nentioned organi zati ons and
circulated for comments to the nenbers of the Subcommittee by the end of 1996

It was further recommended that CEMS/ Water be strengthened as a neans of
rectifying the current lack of information on water quality within the framework
of water resources assessnent.

D. dobal Programme of Action for the Protection of the Marine
Envi ronnent from Land-based Activities

(Agenda item 9)

19. The representative of UNEP described the d obal Programe of Action for the
Protection of the Marine Environment from Land-based Activities. The Progranme
of Action was devel oped to address major threats to the health and productivity
of the marine environment resulting fromhuman activities on land; it was
adopted at an intergovernnental conference in Washington, D.C (23 Cctober-

3 Novenber 1995).

20. UNEP had been selected to carry out the secretariat functions of the
Programme of Action. The main role of UNEP, together with its partner agencies,
is to assist countries in the inplenmentation of the Programme of Action, foster
subregional, regional and gl obal cooperation in its inplenmentation, and provide
a global institutional framework to coordinate that inplementation. A draft

i mpl ement ati on plan was devel oped by UNEP and subsequently nodified follow ng
consultations with United Nations and intergovernnental bodies, as well as

sel ected Governnments and non-governnental organi zations. The inplenentation

pl an i ncludes proposals for institutional arrangenents, a tinetable and
nodalities for inplenentation of the Programme of Action, a description of the
secretariat role and inputs of UNEP and ot her bodies, and financia

inmplications. The draft plan was subsequently submtted to the Conm ssion at
its fourth session as the basis for a draft resolution on institutiona
arrangenents for inplenentation of the Progranme of Action, to be adopted by the
General Assenbly at its fifty-first session

21. The Subconm ttee on Cceans and Coastal Waters will regularly reviewthe
state of inplenentation of the Programme of Action. The nmenbers of the

Subcommi ttee on Water Resources di scussed the possibility of establishing

I i nkages between the two subconmittees. Possible roles for the ACC Subcommittee
on Water Resources could include formal I|iaison/collaboration between the two
subcommi ttees; participation in regional workshops, a clearing-house nmechani sm
and/ or assessnents of |and-based activities; and the identification and

i mpl ement ation of renedial programmes to address | and-based activities.

22. The nmenbers of the Subcommittee stressed the fact that the bul k of ocean
and coastal area pollution stems fromthe pollution of inland freshwater. They
stressed their concern about the current state of affairs concerning pollution
nonitoring and control worldwi de, and the need for increased efforts by the
United Nations system In that regard, the proposal by UNESCO UNEP, UNU, the

/...
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Department for Devel opment Support and Managenent Services of the United Nations
Secretariat and WHO for devel opi ng a conprehensive water quality programe based
on sel ected gl obal networks of representative drainage basins (see paras. 14-18
above), including coastal areas, could constitute an inportant contribution to
the inplenentati on of the d obal Programre of Action

23. The nenbers of the Subcomm ttee deci ded that the Chairperson of the ACC
Subcommittee on Water Resources would consult his counterpart on the ACC
Subcommittee on COceans and Coastal Waters prior to its next neeting regarding an
appropriate role for the Subcomm ttee on Water Resources in support of

i mpl ement ati on of the Programme of Action

E. Oher issues related to system w de coordination

(Agenda item 10)

1. Facilitation of information flows concerni ng progrannes
and activities of the organizations of the United Nations
system and non-governnental organi zations

(Agenda item 10 (a))

24. The nenbers of the Subcommittee agreed on the need to establish a database
i n which menbers could include information on their activities. The inportance
of adopting a common term nol ogy was stressed. The representative from FAO
stated that npst organizati ons have a hone page but that there is a need for
cross-references.

25. It was decided that the database shoul d begin by describing United Nations
field-level activities and |ater include information on global, regional and
local activities. A task force with representatives of UNDP, the Wrld Bank,

t he Departnent for Devel opnent Support and Management Services of the United
Nations Secretariat, UNESCO UNEP and the Economi c Conmi ssion for Africa (ECA)
was formed in order to nmake recommendati ons on the scope and content of the

dat abase and an i npl enentati on schedul e.

26. It was decided that, as a first step, the database woul d be established for
sub- Saharan countries that are part of the United Nations Systemw de Specia
Initiative for Africa, and woul d | ater be expanded to becone a gl obal database.
The Subconmmittee will further review the outcone of those efforts at its

ei ght eenth session.

2. Oher matters

(Agenda item 10 (e))

27. The representative of the Departnment for Policy Coordination and
Sust ai nabl e Devel oprment of the United Nations Secretariat infornmed the
Subcommittee that the Econom ¢ and Soci al Council had deci ded on "Freshwater

i ncluding cl ean and safe water supply and sanitation"” as the sectoral thene for

/...
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t he coordination segnment of its substantive session of 1997. He would consult
shortly with the nenbers of the Subcommittee on the scope and outline of the
report of the Secretary-General that would be prepared on that thene, and woul d
informthem of the deadline for its preparation

F. Date and place of the eighteenth session of the ACC
Subcomm ttee on Water Resources

(Agenda item 11)

28. The nenbers of the Subcomm ttee took note of the invitation of the
International Atom c Energy Agency (|l AEA) to host the eighteenth session of the
Subcommittee. They recommended that the ei ghteenth session be held at | AEA
headquarters from1l to 3 Cctober 1997. The session would be preceded by the
seventh neeting of the Inter-Agency Steering Commttee for Water Supply and
Sani tation, which would be held on 29 Septenber 1997, and by a neeting of the

I nter-Agency Wrking Goup for the Water conponent of the United Nations System
Wde Special Initiative on Africa, which would be held on 30 Septenber 1997

The nenmbers of the Subcommittee al so recommended that a nunmber of internationa
non- gover nmental organi zations be invited to participate at an informal neeting
with the nenbers of the Subcommttee on 30 Septenber 1997.

[1. CONCLUSI ONS REACHED AND SUMVARY DI SCUSSI ONS
ON OTHER MATTERS

A. Mtters arising fromthe Inter-Agency Conmittee
on Sust ai nabl e Devel opnent : review of the task
nanagers report for the 1997 revi ew of

chapter 18 of Agenda 21

(Agenda item 3)

29. The nenbers of the Subconm ttee had before them docunment ACC/ SWR/ 1996/ 3,
contai ning the draft task managers report on chapter 18 of Agenda 21, prepared
in connection with the fifth session of the Conmi ssion on Sustainabl e

Devel opnent, as well as docunent ACC/ SWR/ 1996/4, the report of the neeting of
task managers held in New York from8 to 10 July 1996 to review the task
nmanagers draft.

30. The nenbers of the Subcomm ttee agreed that the draft report needed to give
further enphasis to such issues as gender, pollution, education and training,

wat er and trade, and peri-urban areas. |n accordance with the recomendati ons
fromthe July neeting of task nmanagers, it was agreed that the report should
contain references to the Africa 2000 Initiative on Water Supply and Sanitation
and to the outcome of Habitat II. Additional inputs to the report woul d be sent
to the Secretary of the Subcommttee no later than 18 COctober 1996.

31. The nenbers of the Subcommttee agreed that given the quality of the
report, its recomendations should be reflected in the conprehensive assessnent
of freshwater resources to be submtted to the Conm ssion on Sustainable
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Devel opnent at its fifth session and to the General Assenbly at its fifty-second
session, in 1997.

32. The nenbers of the Subcomm ttee expressed the view that the materia
contained in the report could constitute a basis for an information docunent
outlining issues on activities of the organizations of the United Nati ons system
inthe field of water resources.

B. Mutters arising fromthe third session of the
Committee on Natural Resources

(Agenda item 4)

33. The representative of the Departnment for Policy Coordination and
Sust ai nabl e Devel oprment of the United Nations Secretariat briefed the nenbers of
the Subcommi ttee on the outcone of the third session of the Commttee on Natura
Resources, held in New York from6 to 16 May 1996. A summary of the

del i berati ons and recomendati ons of the Comrittee, as well as of ensuing
deci si ons by the Econonmic and Social Council, was presented in docunent

ACC/ SWR/ 1996/ 5.

34. The representative noted that three docunments on water-related i ssues are
to be prepared for the fourth session of the Conmttee, nanely:

(a) Report of the Secretary-Ceneral on water resources, focusing on
progress made towards achi evi ng sustai nabl e devel opnent, describing the
coordination and integration of the activities of United Nations organizations
and bodi es, and success in neeting the goals set;

(b) Report of the Secretary-Ceneral on followup to the conprehensive
assessnent of the freshwater resources of the world;

(c) Report of the Secretary-Ceneral on issues related to the spatia
pl anni ng of | and and water resources.

35. As to the first report, it was suggested that the report would be an
expanded version of the task managers report to the Comm ssion on Sustainabl e
Devel opnent on chapter 18 of Agenda 21, based on its description of progress and
i ssues and describing relevant activities of the organi zati ons as they pertain
to those issues. The organi zations responsible for nonitoring each of the seven
programe areas in chapter 18 of Agenda 21, as agreed at the fourteenth session
of the Subcommittee, would produce a draft by June 1997 in collaboration with

t he organi zations concerned and submt it to the Secretary by the end of

July 1997. The report would then be put together and sent to the menbers for
coments, and a final draft would be presented to the Subcomittee at its

ei ghteenth session, in |ate Septenber 1997. As to the second report, an outline
will be forrmulated foll owing the outcome of the special session of the Genera
Assenbly. As to the report on issues related to managenent of |and and water
resources on an integrated basis, an outline of the report will be formul ated by
the Departnent, in consultation with FAO and will be distributed for comrents
to the menbers of the Subcomitt ee.
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36. The representative of the Departnment for Devel opnent Support and Managenent
Services provided additional information on the deliberations of the Conmittee
on Natural Resources on privatization and on the Ad Hoc Expert G oup Meeting on
Strategic | ssues Concerni ng Transboundary \Water Resources convened during the
Commi ttee neeting.

C. Ilnitiatives for joint action

(Agenda item 6)

1. Conprehensive assessnent of the freshwater
resources of the world

(Agenda item6 (a))

37. The nenbers of the Subconm ttee had before them docunment ACC/ SWR/ 1996/ 6,
containing a first draft of the conprehensive assessnent of the freshwater
resources of the world. The docunment was reviewed together with the conments
provi ded.

38. The nenbers of the Subcomm ttee expressed their general support for the
approach and the basic conclusions, bearing in mnd the data and tine
constrai nts under which the assessment nust be prepared. Because of those
constraints, they recommended that the report state at the outset that it is a
prelimnary assessnment, in accordance with the decision of the Comm ssion on
Sust ai nabl e Devel opnent at its fourth session, in 1996. The executive sumrary
shoul d enphasi ze the val ue added by the assessnent relative to previous studies.

39. The nenbers of the Subcomm ttee expressed the view that the recomendati ons
contained in the task managers report on chapter 18 of Agenda 21 be used
extensively. They al so recommended that the conclusions of the assessment be
cast in a positive tone, stressing opportunities for action while recognizing
the seriousness of the situation. Actions required fromdifferent users, from
the local comunity |evel to governmental and intergovernnmental |evels, as well
as stakeholder's rights and responsibilities need to be further highlighted. It
was pointed out by the representative fromthe International Research and
Training Institute for the Advancenent of Wnen (I NSTRAW that the existing
docunment does not make any nention of gender and freshwater resources of the
worl d, and as such could not be subnitted to the Commi ssion on Sustainable

Devel opnent in 1997. The sane applied to |inkage between renewabl e sources of
energy and water resources nanagenent. The menbers of the Subconm ttee agreed
on the need to include gender issues in the docunent, particularly inits
concl usi ons and recomrendati ons.

40. The nenbers of the Subcomm ttee recogni zed the inportance of draw ng
attention to the econonic damage caused by the m smanagenent of water resources
and the need to underscore econom ¢ aspects of natural resources in general
They stressed the need to enphasi ze problens arising from|ow econom c

devel opnent and | ack of appropriate infrastructure.
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41. It was agreed that a short glossary of definitions should be included.
Stronger |inkages between the assessnent and ongoi ng processes within the United
Nati ons system nust be further developed in the text, and the aspects of the
devel opi ng countries need to be further extended. The term"water crisis" needs
to be nore clearly defined as being |local and/or regional in nature, with
possi bl e gl obal inplications.

42. The Subconmmittee concluded that the |inkages between the different chapters
need to be further strengthened, particularly in the case of chapters three and
four of the draft report.

43. The nenbers of the Subcommttee al so agreed on changes in the individua
chapters. As to chapter one, it was argued that its definition of m smanagenent
is not historically correct: it is a matter of m smanagenent during the
twentieth century. Chapter one should also include a section on the probl ens
related to the lack and quality of data, and a section on the eradication of the
guinea worm It was further suggested that the ecosystem approach needs to be
further devel oped. Section 3 of chapter one should include a reference to the
Uni ted Nations Conference on Environnent and Devel opnent.

44, 1t was the consensus of Subcommittee menbers that chapter two needs to be
nore consistent. The chapter should introduce the FAO water budget. The index
maps need to be retitled and a map on groundwater quality, already prepared by
t he Departnent for Devel opnent Support and Managenent Services, should be

i ncluded. The concept of water scarcity should be replaced by the concept of

t he excessive use of water. Figure 4, showing water w thdrawal and consunption
by sector, needs to be expanded to include water used for energy and hydropower,
and should not treat water storage as a separate sector. The headi ng
"Groundwat er overutilization" should be changed to "Human w t hdrawal s of
groundwater", and the section "Water pollution issues" should contain a section
entitled "G oundwater pollution", including radioactive waste di sposal

enphasi zing the problemwith long-termpollution. The issue of phosphate as a
nutrient needs to be devel oped in the section on eutrophication, and the

di scussion on point and non-point sources needs to be extended. The section on
the nutrient |oads present in human sewage shoul d be noved to the section on
wat er supply and sanitation, and the term"waste water" should replace the term
"sewage".

45. The nenbers of the Subcomm ttee recomended that the section on soi

erosi on and salinization be expanded to include a section on the inplications of
natural climate variability in the section on clinmate change. |ssues related to
ozone depl etion (ecosystens) should be nentioned. The last two paragraphs in
that section on the inplenmentation of renedial neasures related to the m suse of
freshwater and | and resources should be renoved. The chapter shoul d concl ude
with a section on the gaps and limtations of the avail abl e data.

46. As to chapter three, the Subcommittee agreed on an overall need to sinplify
its | anguage and elim nate excessively conplicated diagrans. Chapters three and
four both need to be nore consistent. It was felt that the indicators used in
chapter four to describe coping capabilities and nmanagenent options di d not
provide a suitable description of the African situation, and needed to be
revised in order to reflect the situation in that region
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47. It was decided that further comrents would be submtted to the Secretary of

the Subconmittee by 18 Cctober 1996.

2. Water resources managenent in African countries

(Agenda item 6 (b))

(a) Water-related conponents of the Secretary-General's Special Initiative for
Africa (Agenda item6 (b) (i))

48. The representative of UNEP briefed the nmenbers of the Subconmittee on the
out come of the neeting of the inter-agency working group for the water
conponents of the United Nations Systemw de Special Initiative for Africa,

whi ch was held on 11 Cctober 1996 in conjunction with the neeting of the
Subcommi tt ee.

49. The representative recalled that a Steering Comnmttee had been established
to inplenment the Special Initiative, co-chaired by the UNDP Adm ni strator and
the Executive Secretary of ECA. Initial nmenbership conprised UNEP, FAO, UNESCO,
the United Nations Children's Fund (UNICEF), the World Bank, the ILO WHO the
Departnment for Policy Coordination and Sustai nabl e Devel opment of the United
Nations Secretariat and the United Nations Popul ati on Fund (UNFPA). The work of
the Special Initiative was carried out by five inter-agency working groups, on
(a) water (Chair - UNEP); (b) food security (Chair - FAO,; (c) governance

(Chair - UNDP); (d) social and human devel opnent (Chair - UNESCO; and

(e) resource mobilization (Chair - Wrld Bank). The Special Initiative,

| aunched gl obally on 15 March 1996, was devel oped as a 10-year programe,
conprising priority activities identified by each working group, at a total cost
of US$ 25 billion.

50. The working group on water had identified four priority objectives,

i ncluding (a) assuring sustainable and equitable freshwater, (b) househol d water
security, (c) freshwater assessnments, and (d) water for food security. The
wor ki ng group structure was nodified during a neeting held at the Wrrld Bank in
April 1996 to focus on practical inplementation of water priorities.

Cooper ati ng bodies are UNEP, UNDP, FAO UN CEF, the World Bank, ECA, WHO, United
Nations Industrial Devel opnment Organization (UNIDO, WMO, the Southern African
Devel opnment Community and UNESCO. UNEP and the World Bank will serve as
continuing co-chairs of the Wrrking Group. UNEP also will conpile and anal yse

i nformation on ongoing and planned activities of all United Nations bodi es

wor ki ng on African water issues, as a neans of enhancing col | aboration and
cooperation and preventing overlapping activities.

51. At the neeting of 11 Cctober 1996, nenbers of the working group revi ewed
ongoi ng and planned activities in support of the inplenmentation of the

wat er-rel ated objectives of the Special Initiative and the role of |ead agencies
concerning specific objectives. The neeting also discussed criteria for
identifying areas or countries in which concerted action by the organi zations of
the system shoul d focus, as well as indicators of success in the inplenentation
of activities. The representative of the Departnent for Devel opnent Support and
Managenment Services of the United Nations Secretariat provided additiona
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i nformation on a report prepared by the Departnment on the need to ensure
equi t abl e access and sustai nabl e use of water, which had been sent to UNEP on
17 April 1996.

52. The nenbers of the Subcommttee reiterated the inportance attached by their
organi zations to the Special Initiative and their support for the successfu
i mpl ementation of its objectives.

(b) Conpilation and analysis of activities of United Nations organizations
(Agenda item6 (c) (ii))

53. Menbers of the Subconmittee considered a report on activities of the
organi zations of the United Nations systemin water resources in the African
regi on (ACC SWR/ 1996/ 7), which had been prepared by FAQO

54. The docunent shows that a substantial amount of work has al ready been
carried out in Africa by the organi zations of the system and that a

consi derabl e anount of col | aboration exists between them It was noted that the
docunment did not provide budgetary information on those activities, and it was
agreed that such information woul d be very useful in the future.

55. The nenbers of the Subcommittee expressed their appreciation for the
docunment, and agreed on the need for the collection and di ssem nati on of such
information as an integral part of the proposed database on the activities of
the organi zations of the United Nations systemin the field of water resources
(see paras. 24-26 above).

(c) Africa 2000 Initiative for Water Supply and Sanitation
(Agenda item6 (b) (iii))

56. The representative of WHO provided a summary of the work carried out within
the Africa 2000 Initiative, which was | aunched by the mnisters of health of 46
African countries at the nmeeting of the WHO Regi onal Committee for Africa in
Sept ember 1994.

57. The first regional consultation on the Africa 2000 Initiative for Water
Supply and Sanitation was held at Brazzaville, the Congo, from25 to

27 June 1996, bringing together some 140 partici pants, including senior
governnent officials, fromalnost all the countries of Africa, as well as
representatives of United Nations organi zations, devel opnent agenci es and
non- gover nent al organi zati ons.

58. The Brazzaville Declaration adopted at the consultation stressed the need
for priorities to be based on the expressed desires of the people; for

devel opnent to be founded on local skills and resources so as to produce
appropriate solutions; for partnerships to be formed anong communities, |oca
governnents, non-governnental organizations, the private sector and devel opnent
agenci es; and for external support to be based on national plans and programes.

59. The consultation also agreed on a series of conclusions and recomendati ons
for followup action on issues of finance, political conm tnment, coordination
comuni cati ons, capacity-building, appropriate technology and the managenent of

l...
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wat er resources. The participants called for the appoi ntment of Africa 2000
focal points in all countries, and the linking of Africa 2000 wi th other

devel opnent initiatives on the continent, especially the United Nations
Systemwi de Special Initiative on Africa. An Africa 2000 secretariat will be
established in the WHO Regional O fice for Africa.

60. The nenbers of the Subcomm ttee recomended that the working group on water
of the Special Initiative for Africa include the Africa 2000 Initiative as part
of its work.

(d) Report on the Inter-Agency Goup for Water in Africa
(Agenda item 6 (b) (iv))

61. The representative of ECA briefed the nenbers of the Subcommittee on the
activities of the Inter-Agency Goup for Water in Africa. He pointed out that
the G oup has held four neetings to date, nost recently in 1995 at | AEA
headquarters at Vienna. At the Vienna neeting, enphasis was placed on

i nter-agency cooperation in the area of transboundary water issues in Africa.
It was decided that a conprehensive background paper on transboundary water

i ssues in Africa would be prepared by ECA

62. The fifth meeting of the Inter-Agency Goup will be convened at Al exandria
Egypt, from3 to 5 Decenber 1996, at which ECA will present a study on the
probl ens and prospects for intercountry cooperation for integrated water
resources devel opment in the Nile basin area. The study has been circulated to
all the agencies for their conmments and inputs.

D. Coordination and nonitoring of chapter 18 of Agenda 21, and
system wi de cooperative efforts for the inplenentation of
recomrendati ons contained therein

(Agenda item 7)

1. Integrated water resources devel opnent and nanagenent

(Agenda item 7 (a))

63. The representative of UNDP introduced a paper entitled "Human resources
devel opnent in the water sector"” (ACC SWR/ 1996/9), and infornmed the menbers of
t he Subconmittee about a forthcom ng UNDP international synposium on capacity-
buil ding, which will be held at Delft, the Netherlands, from4 to

6 Decenber 1996, in collaboration with the International Institute for
Hydraul i cs and Envi ronnmental Engineering. The synmposiumwill |ook into success
stories in capacity-building, and will consider |inks between freshwater and
coastal areas, and the role and capacity of local banks and financia
institutions as additional dinmensions of the concept of capacity-building. The
representative of the Departnent for Devel opnent Support and Management Services
of the United Nations Secretariat indicated that the fragmentati on of
institutions dealing with water resources nmanagenent at the country |eve
continued to represent a npbst serious constraint in achieving an integrated
approach to water managenent.
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64. The nenbers of the Subcomm ttee recalled that at the sixteenth session of
the Subconmittee they had expressed their appreciation for the joint FAQ UNDP/
Worl d Bank publication Water Policies and Strategy Formulation: a Genera
Framework. In accordance with the recommendati on of the Subconmittee, the
publication has since been given wide distribution at the country level. As to
the preparation of a systemw de source book or guidelines on water resources
policy, the initial work carried out in accordance with the decision of the
Subcommittee at its sixteenth session indicated that various organi zations are
still using concepts and definitions that require further harnonization. The
Subcommi ttee agreed that a source book sunmmarizing policies of the organizations
and bodies of the United Nations systemand the regi onal banks woul d be prepared
under the | eadership of UNDP. It was noted that the consensus paper on water
supply and sanitation devel oped through the Steering Conmttee constituted a
step towards achieving that objective.

2. Water resources assessnent

(Agenda item 7 (b))

65. The representative of WMO stated that work on a WY UNESCO handbook on

nati onal eval uation of water resources assessnent activities has been conpl eted
and the revised version will soon be available. He also provided information on
t he updating of the Hydrological Information Report Service, a computerized

dat abase that contains information fromnational, regional and internationa
hydr ol ogi cal agenci es, networks and data banks of WMO nenbers. The data
avai |l abl e, covering 160 countries, could also be of relevance for the database
proposed by the Subcommittee to be established for the sub-Saharan countries
that are included in the United Nations Systemw de Special Initiative for

Afri ca.

66. WMD in cooperation with the Inter-Anerican Devel opnent Bank, organized a
conference on water resources assessnent and nanagenent for Latin Anerica and
the Cari bbean at San José, Costa Rica, in May 1996, which was attended by 150
seni or representatives and experts on water resources from 33 Latin American and
Cari bbean countries and 18 international and national organizations. The Action
Pl an adopted by the conference covers the areas of integrated water resources
managenent; institutional and |egal frameworks; conprehensive water resources
assessnent; basic information for the integrated managenent of water resources;
human resources and training; education and conmmunity participation; natura

di sasters; and transboundary water resources. A simlar conference is planned
for 1997 or 1998 in the Asia and Pacific region, and will be organized jointly
with the Asian Devel opnment Bank

67. The Subconm ttee was al so i nfornmed about recent devel opnents regarding the
Worl d Hydrol ogi cal Cycle Cbserving System devel oped by WMO with support of the
Wirld Bank and other bodies. |In addition to the project already inplenented in
the Mediterranean rimcountries, detailed project proposals had been devel oped
for a Southern Africa conponent, expected to be inplenmented with European Union
funding. Plans were being prepared for a Wst and Central Africa conponent, for
the I ntergovernmental Authority on Devel opnent countries and for the Cari bbean
basin. The representative of WMO al so i nforned the Subconmi ttee about the
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forthcom ng tenth session of the WMO Commi ssion for Hydrology, to be held at
Kobl enz, Germany, from2 to 12 Decenber 1996

68. The representative of |AEA noted a joint initiative to establish an isotope
hydr ol ogi cal database. He invited other organizations to take part in the
bui | d-up of the database.

3. Water supply and sanitation: report of the |Inter-Agency
Steering Committee for Water Supply and Sanitation

(Agenda item 7 (d))

69. The nenbers of the Subcommittee reviewed a report of the sixth meeting of
the Inter-Agency Conmttee for Water Supply and Sanitation, which had been
convened prior to the ACC Subconmittee neeting, from7 to 8 Cctober 1996, at
UNESCO headquarters in Paris.

70. Anong the itens of the agenda of direct concern to the Subcomittee was a
consensus prepared as the basis for joint approaches to water supply and

sani tati on devel opnent. The Steering Committee reconmended that the document be
conpl eted by the end of 1996, for submission to the Secretary of the ACC
Subcommittee on Water Resources for finalization as a background docunment that
coul d be of use in connection with the work of the Conmi ssion on Sustainable
Devel opnent and a nunber of other intergovernmental bodies.

71. The Steering Committee further identified several key issues that needed
further attention, including inproving information in water supply and

sani tati on coverage by strengthening the WHO UNI CEF Joi nt Monitoring Programe,
and inmproving information on water quality through GEMS/ Water, as well as the
alarm ng situation concerning the |lack of sewage treatnent and the need to
strengt hen partnershi ps anong the organi zati ons of the United Nations system
external support agencies and the private sector

4, Water for sustainable urban devel opnent

(Agenda item 7 (e))

72. The representative of Habitat highlighted the significance of the United
Nat i ons Conference on Human Settlenents (Habitat I1), held in Istanbul from3 to
14 June 1996, in pronoting urban water resources nmanagenent and devel opnent.

The Habitat Il preparatory process had included an international conference on
the theme "Water for thirsty cities”, organized by Habitat in cooperation with
UNEP and the Government of the Netherlands. The conference, held at Beijing
from18 to 21 March 1996, was attended by nore than 150 partici pants from

50 countries, including the representatives of bilateral agencies, United Nation
agenci es, and | eadi ng non-governmental organi zations. The Beijing Declaration
adopted by the conference reiterated the principles contained in the Dublin
Statenment, such as the econom c val ue of water, and focused on the urgency of
greater efforts to pronote nanagenent in order to inprove the efficiency of

wat er use, as well as the inportance of innovative financing nechani sns and
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br oad- based partnerships bringing together the public and private sectors and
| ocal conmunities.

73. Another inportant event was a round table on the theme "Water for thirsty
cities", organized by UNDP and the Departnent for Devel opnent Support and
Managenent Services of the United Nations Secretariat in association with
Habitat, during Habitat Il at Istanbul. The round table reconmended the
adoption of the above-nentioned Beijing Declaration as a basis for country-Ieve
and international action, and the Declarati on was subsequently included as an
official docunent of Habitat Il

74. Following up Habitat 11, Habitat, together with UNDP, organi zed a round
table on the theme "Partnership in the water sector", held in Washington, D.C.,
on 14 Septenber 1996, bringing together |eaders of national and |oca
governnents, major private devel opers and representatives of United Nations
agencies to discuss public, private and comunity partnerships for the delivery
of water-related urban services

75. The representatives of Habitat and UNDP announced their plans to organize a
consultation on the thene "Partnerships in the water sector in Africa", to be
held in March or April 1997. The Habitat representative also introduced a
docunment entitled "Milti-agency programme for integrated water resources
nmanagenent in peri-urban areas" (ACC SWR/ 1996/8), and informed nmenbers that the
docunment included the comrents of nmenber agencies; interested agencies were
invited to attend the consultation

5. Water for sustainable food production and rural devel opnent

(Agenda item 7 (f))

76. The representative of FAO informed the Subconmittee of progress in
programmes in the field of water for sustainable food production and rura

devel opnent. He stated that the Wrld Food Sunmt, which was to be held from 13
to 17 Novenber 1996 in Ronme, would provide a forumat the highest politica

| evel for addressing the need for global commitnent and action to eradicate
hunger and mal nutrition and achieve |lasting food security for all. Water
managenment woul d be one of the inportant issues to be discussed at the Sunmit.
In addition, FAO had | aunched a special progranme in 21 | owincone food-deficit
countries, that gave high priority to irrigation devel opnent and soil npisture
conservation in areas in which water was a limting factor and | arge
productivity gains and/or stabilization of yields could be expected through
better water managenent.

77. The International Action Progranme on Water and Sustainable Agricultura
Devel opnent is being used as the major instrunent for assisting nenber nations
to i nmplement section F, chapter 18, of Agenda 21. The programe focuses on

(a) reviewing the national water sector in general, and the irrigation subsector
in particular; (b) the identification of issues and opportunities for

devel opnent in the context of policies/strategies; (c) river basin naster

pl anni ng; (d) the adaptation of technol ogies; (e) managenent issues;

(f) environnental sustainability; (g) national capacity-building; and (h) the

/...
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formul ation of national action programmes to address issues and realize
opportunities. Assistance has been provided to formul ate nati onal and

subregi onal action programmes in China, Egypt, |Indonesia, Syria, the United
Republic of Tanzania, Turkey, Zi nbabwe and the Lake Chad basin. Assistance for
initial inplementation of the programme has been provided, through technica
cooperation programes, to four countries: Egypt, Indonesia, Turkey and

Zi mbabwe.

78. FAO in collaboration with the International Programre for Technol ogy
Research in Irrigation and Drai nage, has | aunched a progranmme on irrigation
technology transfer in four East and Southern African countries: Malaw , the
United Republic of Tanzania, Zanbia and Zi nbabwe. The objective of the
programme is to pronpte sustainable |owcost irrigation technol ogies in those
countries by enhancing the role of the private sector in the |local manufacture
of irrigation equipnent, support services, and the nmarketing and testing/
denonstration of such |ocally manufactured equi pnent.

79. The representative of UNICEF informed the Subconmittee of the third
Techni cal Consultation on Integrated Rural Water Managenent, on the thene
"Buil ding the bridge between water supply, sanitation and irrigation", to be
held in July 1997. It was proposed that UNI CEF act as host of the neeting,
which will be jointly organized by UNI CEF, FAO, WHO, UNDP, the Wrld Bank and
t he Departnent for Devel opnent Support and Management Services of the United
Nati ons Secretariat.

E. Activities of the Aobal Environnent Facility
in the area of water resources

(Agenda item 8)

80. The representatives of UNEP and the Stockhol m Environnment Institute
described the International Waters Operational Strategy of the d oba
Environnent Facility (GEF). As to addressing the [arge body of internationa
wat ers issues, a conprehensive approach to water resources nmanagenment is

i ndi cated, which nmust be cross-sectoral in scope, integrate ecol ogical and
devel opnent issues, and be based on holistic anal yses of the carrying capacity
of freshwater and marine environnents. To that end, GEF can assist countries in
i mprovi ng the understanding of their water resources, identifying how different
sectoral activities affect the aquatic environnent, building institutiona
capacity for addressing transboundary water concerns and col | aborating with

nei ghbouring countries to inprove the quality of shared water bodies.

81. The new GEF Qperational Strategy of February 1996 identifies severa
priority areas within international waters, including the degradation of the
qual ity of transboundary water resources; the physical habitat degradation of
coastal and near shore nmarine areas, |akes and watercourses; the introduction of
non- i ndi genous speci es; and the excessive exploitation of |iving and non-Iliving
marine resources. In addition, a set of international waters operationa
programes has been devel oped under each focal area, focusing on water body
based areas (transboundary freshwater basin conponents and |arge narine
ecosystem conponents), integrated |and and water nultiple focal areas, and
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cont am nant - based areas (| and-based activities denonstration component; gl oba
cont am nants conponent; ship-related contam nants conponent).

82. The representative of UNEP al so pointed out that the process for assessing
proj ect devel opnent facility proposals to GEF fromthe three inplenmenting
agenci es (UNEP, UNDP, World Bank) has recently been changed. The inter-agency
process has been discontinued in favour of direct bilateral discussions between
each individual inplenmenting agency and the GEF secretariat. He also pointed
out that while the GEF Council is not identified as the funding agency for the
A obal Programme of Action for Protection of the Marine Environnent from
Land-Based Activities, CGEF would readily entertain proposals frominplenenting
agencies for activities that directly support the inplenentation of the d oba
Programme of Action. The only condition is that proposals be consistent with
the goals and conditions of the GEF Operational Strategy for Internationa

Wat ers.

F. Oher issues related to system w de coordination

(Agenda item 10)

1. Establishnent of a conputerized thesaurus
of water terns

(Agenda item 10 (b))

83. The representative of UNESCO i ndi cated that the UNESCO WWMDO @ ossary of
Hydrol ogical Terns is currently available in several |anguages on magnetic tape,
and will soon be avail abl e through the UNESCO I nternational Hydrol ogica
Programme Wb site assum ng that the rel evant copyright issues are resol ved
Simlarly, the representative of the Water Supply and Sanitation Col | aborative
Council stated that a glossary of ternms has al so been created and is avail abl e
t hrough the Council's Wb site. Menbers of the Subconmmttee agreed on the need
to have know edge of the existence of the various web sites of organizations
with a viewto cross-referencing them as part of the work to be carried out on
t he devel opnent of a database on the relevant activities of the organizations
and bodies of the United Nations system

2. Science and technol ogy and adaptation of technol ogy issues
in the field of water resources

(Agenda item 10 (c))

84. Pursuant to discussions at the sixteenth session of the Subcomm ttee, the
representative of UNDP presented a paper entitled "l nnovative approaches in the
wat er sector"”. The paper had been prepared as a result of brainstormng
sessions held by UNDP with representatives of the United Nations Secretariat and
UNI CEF. The Subconmittee did not have tine to review the contents of the paper
It was agreed, however, that UNDP will distribute a copy to all the nmenbers of
the Subconmmittee for comments, and will submit a revised version to the next
session of the Subcommittee.
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3. Specific activities of nmenber bodies brought to the
attention of the menbers of the Subconmttee

(Agenda item 10 (d))

85. The representatives of the United Nations University informed the nmenbers
of the Subconmittee that the United Nations University International Network on
Wat er, Environment and Health (UNU I NVEH) was i naugurated on 20 Septenber 1996

86. The work of UNU INWEH will be carried out by networks of cooperating units
and project teans in Canada and other parts of the world, particularly the

devel oping regions. Primary programe thenmes for UNU I NAEH wi |l include aquatic
ecosystem protecti on and nmanagenent, water and wastewater treatnment and

remedi ation, environnental assessment, eco-toxicology, and water-rel ated human
health inpacts. Inits initial years, UNUINWEH wi |l focus on education and
targeted training programmes that will address pressing gl obal needs that cut
across different disciplines.

87. UNU INAEH wi || comrence operations on 15 Cctober 1996. |Its headquarters
will be located at McMasters University, Ontario, Canada, wi th supporting
facilities at the Canada Centre for Inland Waters in Burlington.

Dr. Ralph J. Daley has been appointed Director of UNU | N\EH

88. The representatives of UNU | NVEH concl uded that they | ook forward to cl ose
cooperative relationship with menber organizations of the Subcommttee.

[11. ORGAN ZATI ONAL MATTERS

89. The seventeenth session of the ACC Subcommittee on WAater Resources was hel d
at UNESCO headquarters, Paris, from9 to 11 Cctober 1996, imediately follow ng
the sixth neeting of the Inter-Agency Steering Committee on Water Supply and
Sanitation, held at UNESCO headquarters on 7 and 8 COctober 1996.

90. The session was opened by the Coordi nator of UNESCO environnenta
programes. He stressed the inportance of coordination and cooperati on anong
all the organizations of the United Nations, and the role of the Subconmttee as
the vehicle for collaboration. The Coordinator also stressed the inportance of
adopting a holistic view and an integrated approach when worki ng with water
resour ces managenent, and of establishing a link with other areas of concern

wi thin Agenda 21, such as coastal zones and snall island devel oping States. He
further pointed out the significant role played by the Subcommttee as task
nmanager for chapter 18 of Agenda 21, particularly for reporting to the

Commi ssi on on Sustai nabl e Devel opnent at its fifth session and the CGenera
Assenbly at its special session on progress and i ssues concerni ng water

resour ces.

91. M. Andrés Szoll 6si-Nagy, Director, UNESCO Division of Water Sciences,

el ected as Chairperson for 1996-1997, presided over the session

M. Frank Harvelt, Director, Water, Waste Managenent and Aquatic Environnent,
Sust ai nabl e Energy and Environment Division of UNDP, served as Vice-Chairperson
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M. Pierre Najlis of the Departnent for Policy Coordinati on and Sustai nabl e
Devel opnent of the United Nations Secretariat served as Secretary. The list of
participants is contained in annex |, the agenda in annex Il and the list of
docurment s before the Subcommittee in annex I11.
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LI ST OF PARTI Cl PANTS
Chai r man: Andr 4s Szol | 6si-Nagy (United Nations Educational, Scientific and

Cul tural Organization)

Vi ce-Chairman: M. Frank Harvelt (Division for Science, Technol ogy and the
Private Sector, United Nations Devel opnent Programme)

Secretary: Pierre Najlis (Departnment for Policy Coordination and
Sust ai nabl e Devel oprment of the United Nations Secretariat)

Uni ted Nations

Department for Policy Coordination and Pierre Najlis
Sust ai nabl e Devel oprent Johan Kuyl ensti erna
Department for Devel opnent Support and Cl aude Sauvepl ane

Management Servi ces

Econom ¢ Commi ssion for Africa Azm Hoque

United Nations Children's Fund M chel Sai nt - Lot

Uni ted Nations Devel opnent Progranme Frank Harvelt

United Nations Environnent Progranme Wal ter Rast

United Nations Centre for Hunman Settl enents Kal yan Ray

United Nations H gh Conmi ssioner for Refugees Dani el Mra-Castro

United Nations University S. Chi danbar anat han
Ral ph Dal ey

I nternational Research and Traini ng Borj ana Schi eber

Institute for the Advancenment of Wnen

Speci ali zed agencies and rel ated organi zati ons

Food and Agriculture O ganization of the Arunugam Kandi ah
Uni ted Nations

United Nations Educational, Scientific Andr &s Szol | 6si - Nagy
and Cul tural Organization Janos Bogar di
J. Al berto Tejada- Gui bert

Worl d Heal th Organization Denni s \ar ner
Gregor Watters



Wrl d Bank

Wor I d Met eorol ogi cal Organi zation
International Atom c Energy Agency
Gbservers

St ockhol m Environnment Institute
Wrld Water Council

| RC

Water Supply and Sanitation Col |l aborative Council
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Ceoffrey Mattews
Di et er Kraener

Kl aus Froehlich

@uni |l a Bj 6rklund
Quy Lanoi gne
Hans van Danme

Ranjith Wrasinha
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Annex 11
AGENDA
1. Openi ng of the session.
2. Adoption of the agenda and organi zati on of work.
3. Matters arising fromthe Inter-Agency Conmittee on Sustai nabl e Devel opnent:

revi ew of task managers report for 1997 revi ew of chapter 18 of Agenda 21.

4. Matters arising fromthe third session of the Commttee on Natural
Resour ces.
5. Measures to strengthen coordination:

(a) United Nations system
(b) G obal Water Partnership;
(c) Oganizations outside the United Nations system
6. Initiatives for joint action:
(a) Conprehensive Assessnment of the Freshwater Resources of the Wrl d;
(b) Water resources managenent in African countries:

(i) Water-related Conponents of Secretary-Ceneral's Speci al
Initiative for Africa;

(ii) Conpilation and Analysis of Activities of United Nations
organi zati ons;

(iii) Africa 2000 Initiative on Water Supply and Sanitation;
(iv) Report on the Inter-Agency Goup for Water in Africa;

(c) Public information, with particular reference to Wrld Water Day.

7. Coordi nation and nonitoring of chapter 18 of Agenda 21, and system wi de
cooperative efforts for the inplenmentation of recommendati ons contai ned
t herein:

(a) Integrated water resources devel opnent and nanagenent;
(b) Water resources assessment;

(c) Protection of water resources, water quality and aquatic ecosystens;



10.

11.

12.

(d)

(e)
(f)
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Water supply and sanitation: report of the Inter-Agency Steering
Committee for Water Supply and Sanitation

Water for sustainable urban devel opnent;

Water for sustainable food production and rural devel opnent.

The d obal Environnent Facility and water resources.

d obal Programme of Action for the Protection of the Marine Environnent
from Land- based Activities.

O her issues related to systemw de coordi nation

(a)

(b)

(c)

(d)

(e)

Facilitation of information flows concerning programes and activities
of the organi zations of the United Nations system and non-governnenta
organi zati ons;

Est abl i shment of a conputerized thesaurus of water terns;

Sci ence and technol ogy and adaptati on of technology issues in the
field of water resources;

Specific activities of nenber bodies brought to the attention of the
nmenbers of the Subconmittee;

O her matters.

Date and place of the eighteenth session of the ACC Subconm ttee on Water
Resour ces.

Adoption of the report of the seventeenth session of the ACC Subconmm ttee
on Water Resources.
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ACC/ SWR/ 1996/ 1
ACC/ SWR/ 1996/ 2

ACC/ SWR/ 1996/ 3

ACC/ SWR/ 1996/ 4

ACC/ SWR/ 1996/ 5

ACC/ SWR/ 1996/ 6

ACC/ SWR/ 1996/ 7

ACC/ SWR/ 1996/ 7/ Add. 1

ACC/ SWR/ 1996/ 8

ACC/ SWR/ 1996/ 9

ACC/ SWR/ 1996/ 10

ACC/ SWR/ 1996/ 11

Annex |1

LI ST OF DOCUMENTS

Provi si onal agenda
Proposed progranme of work

Task managers report for the 1997 review of chapter 18
of Agenda 21: freshwater resources

Matters arising fromthe eighth session of the
I nter-Agency Steering Commttee for Sustainable
Devel opnent: report of the neeting of task managers

Matters arising fromthe third session of the Conmmittee
on Natural Resources

Conpr ehensi ve assessnent of the freshwater resources of
the world

Wat er resources managenment in Africa: conpilation and
anal ysis of activities of the United Nations
organi zati ons

Wat er resources managenment in Africa: conpilation and
analysis of the activities of the United Nations
Children's Fund in 1994, and planned activities for 1995

Mul ti-agency programe for integrated water resources
nmanagenment in peri-urban areas

Hurmman resources devel opment in the water sector

Wat er resources managenent: overview of the activities
of the Departnment for Devel opnent Support and Managenent
Servi ces and conmments on the progress on the

i mpl ement ati on of Agenda 21

| nnovati ve approaches in the water sector
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Annex 1V
PROVI SI ONAL AGENDA FOR THE EI GHTEENTH SESSI ON OF THE
ACC SUBCOWM TTEE ON WATER RESOURCES
Openi ng of the session.
Adoption of the agenda and organi zati on of work.

Matters arising fromthe Comm ssion on Sustainabl e Devel opnent and t he
I nter-Agency Conmittee on Sustai nabl e Devel opnent.

Measures to strengthen coordination:

(a) United Nations system

(b) dobal Water Partnership;

(c) Organizations outside the United Nations system

(d) Facilitation of information flows concerning programes and activities
of the organi zations of the United Nations system and non-gover nnent al
organi zati ons.

Initiatives for joint action:

(a) Conprehensive assessnent of the freshwater resources of the world:
fol | ow up;

(b) Water resources managenent in Africa;

(c) Public information, with particular reference to Wrld Water Day.
Coordi nation and nonitoring of chapter 18 of Agenda 21, and system wi de
cooperative efforts for the inplenmentation of recommendati ons contai ned
t herein:

(a) Integrated water resources devel opnent and nmanagenent;

(b) Water resources nanagenent;

(c) Protection of water resources, water quality and aquatic ecosystens;

(d) Water supply and sanitation: report of the Inter-Agency Steering
Committee for Water Supply and Sanitation;

(e) Water for sustainable urban devel opnent;
(f) Water for sustainable food production and rural devel opnent;

(g) Inpact of clinmate change on water resources.
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The d obal Environment Facility and water resources.

O her

i ssues related to systemw de coordi nation
Water-rel ated natural disasters;
Water for industrial uses;
Est abl i shment of a conputerized thesaurus of water terns;
Sci ence and technol ogy and adaptation of technol ogy issues;

Specific activities of nenber bodies brought to the attention of the
Subcommi tt ee;

G her matters.

Date and place of the nineteenth session of the ACC Subconm ttee on Water
Resources, and sel ection of Chair and vice-chairpersons for the nineteenth
and twentieth sessions of the Subcommittee.
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7.
8.

(a)

(b)

(c)

(d)

(e)

(f)
9.
10.

Adoption of the report of the ACC Subconmittee on Water at its eighteenth
sessi on.



