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China,

Working Paper cn the Blements of a Comprehensive
Programme of Disarmament

1. The Chinese Delegation attaches great importance to the elaboration of a
Comprehensive Programme of Disarmament. At the {irst session of United Hations
Disarmament Commission, on 15 Mey 1979, the Chinece Gelegation submitted its
Proposal on the Elements of a Comprehensive Programme of Disarmemert, in which we
made a preliminary exposition of China'sg position on the objectives, principles and
measures of a Comprehensive Programme of Disarmament. How, teking into account the
development of the situation in the past two years and the present state of world
armaments, and drawing upon the reasonable views advanced by other countries, the
Chinese delegation would like to make a further elucidatiorn. of its views and
proposals on the elaboration of a Comprehensive Programme of Disarmament.

2. The claboration of a Comprehensive Programme of Disarmament as a guide to
progress in disarmament is the urgent demand of many States. The detericration

of the international situation in the early 1980s, the escalation of the arms race
and the growing danger of war, have added to the relevance of work on the elaboration
of a Comprchensive Programme of Disarmament.

The first cpecial session of the General Assembly devoted to Disarmament held in
Jue 1978 affimed the necessity of drawing up a Comprehensive Programme of Disarmament.
The Disarmament Commission session of June 1980 and the thirty-fifth session of the
United Nations Gencral Assembly of 1980 all adopted relevant resolutions, calling
upon the Committeec on Disarmament to speed up negotiations on the claboration of
the Programme in order that it could be submitted to the second special scssion of
the United Fations General Assembly devoted to Disarmament in 1982 for deliberation
and adoption. Thercfore, this session of the CD shculd make positive efforts to get
a draft Programme prepared as soon as possible.

al part of
cirection and
3 vihich

3. The Comprehensive Programme of Disarmament is an important integr
the International Disarmament Strategy. It should point to the wight din
objectives for future progress in disarmament and lay down the principles
should be followed in international disarmament negotiations and in adopting measures
for disarmament. The formulation of the Programme should be closely related to the
actual situation in respect of international events and werlid armaments. Only thus
can it have a positive and preomoting effect on progress in disarmament.
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With regard to orientation and objectives, as the international tension has
resulted in continued intensification of the arms race joopardizing peace and
security, it is imperative to oppose the aggression, expansion and military
cceupation which has poisoned the internationsl atmosphere, and onpcosc hegemonism,
in order to create favourable conditions for disarmament. In view of the present
international. situation and the state of the arms race, the oblectives of the
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by formulating reasonable principles and dracticel and
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Programme should be
effective meaugmn
real prosrest in Alsarmement, oppose all armed aggression . Lonev world wex,
relax international tension and safeguard international peace and security. As the
existing o0ld intcrnmational econcmic relavions hinder the ncrmal development of the
world economy and landed a large number of developing countries in o cerious plight,
the promotion of the economic and social development of the developing countries and
the speeding up of the establishment of a Mew_Intcrnational Economic Order should be
one of the objcctives of disarmament.
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As regards the princivles to be followed in realizing dicarmament, the Chinese
Delegation had put forward 10 principles in its Proposal on the llements of a
Comprehensive Programme of Disarmament. " VWe would now like to meake some explanations

on the important ones.

(1) The most fundamental principle of dicarmament is thet the States with the
largest arsenals shall be the first to reduce their armements, The current situation
with regard to armaments is that both the nuclear and the cenventicnel armaments of
the superpowers are substantially larger than those of other countrics, they have,
mereover, uced their mighty armament as tools for carrying out agrression and
expansion. In order to safeguard world peace and security, it is only right that
they should tale the lead in reducing their super-arsenals. This principle should
be applicd to all aspects of disarmament. After they have substantially reduced
their ammements ond narrowved the wide gap between their arsenals and those of the
other nuclear weepon States and militarily significant States, the latter shall join
them in reducing armaments accerding to reasonable ratios.

(2) The principle of universal cecurity for all Siates. lonce of the various
disarmament measures and stages should affect the sccurity of Statcs, No State shall
be permitted to maintain and upgrade its military superiority ond build its own
"security" on the inceccurity of other States. The princivle of "erual security"
shall not only be applicd to the two superpowers, but chall alce Le universally
applicd to all States in the world.

(5) The principle cof ecqual impertance of nuclear and ccnventional disarmament.
Since nuclear ver poscs an encrmous thrcat to mankind, the protlem of nuclear
disarmament siiould be specdily and effcctively resolved. However, conventional
armaments account for four-fifdhs of the {total vworld military oipenditures and the
utilization of conventicnal weavens for the conduct of war ic the most rcal and
direct threat to international pecace and security. le State or military block
chall be permitted cither o use muclear superiority or to uce conventional arms
superiority tc threaten other countrics. Thercfore, full attention should also be
given to conventional disarmament. Only if nuclear and conventional disarmament are
carricd out in conjunction, cen progress be made toward the reduction of the danger
of world war.

(4) 'The aucetion of disarmament bears upon the security ond intercsts of all
States. All States in the world, regardless of their eizes, whether nuclear or
non-miclear, have the right 1o participate en fully cqual footing in the deliberation,
negetintion and colution of disarmament problemc. The crgenisation and procedures of
disermament mochinery sheuld be democratized. It chould be free {rom menipulation
and control ty the supcrpowers and fully reflceet the acmands and virhes of all States.
The role of the United Hations in the ficld of disarmament chould be strengthened.

(5) Otringent and effective measuces of international supervision and
verification chould be provided for in respect of disarmamen® meoswwces of all
sphicres, in order to cnsurce their effcctive implementation.,
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A1l the above-mentioned principles were, already reflected in the Tinal Document
adopted by the firct special session of the General Ascembly Cevoted Yo Disarmament

and the reports of the Disermament Commiscion. The Comprehensive Programme of
Disarmament chould clearly provide for these important principles.

4., The =z2im of adopting the disarmament measures is to realize the objectives of

the Comprehensive Programme of Disarmament. The prioritics and siages of the various
measures should be established in accordance with. the spirit of the main principles
of the Comprehensive Programme of Disarmament. FBach stage cen have an indicative
time-limit, in order to promote its implementation and periodic reviev. On this
basis, we would lilie to make the following proposals on the principal measures:

(1) Effective measures and actions should be taken, on a priority basis, for
nuclear disarmament, conventional disarmement and the prohibition of chemicel weapons
and biological weapons.

(a) Muclear disarmament

The ultimate goal of nuclear disarmament is the complete prohibition and total
destruction of nuclear weapons and their meons of delivery. The Tirst stage of
nuclear disarmament should be: the two States with the largest ruclear arsenals
shall immediately ceace all activities aimed at improving the gquality and increasing
the quantity of their nuclear weapons, stop the nuclear arms race and proceed to
reduce their nucleor veapons. At certain stages of nuclear disarmement, other
nuclear veapon States shall Jjoin them in reducing nuclear weapons according to
recasonable ratios, and uwltimately total destruction of muclear veapons shall be
realized. Before achieving nuclear disarmament, in order to reduce the nuclear
threat againcst non-nuclecar-weapon States, all nuclear weapon States shall
unconditionally undertake the obligation not to use or threaten to use nuclear
weapons againgst non-nuclesr-weapon States.

(b) Reduction of conventional weapons

The States writh the largest conventional arsenals shall immediately stop their
conventional arms racc. As o first step, they shall undertake not to carry out armed
ageression agoinst and military occupation of other countries. They” shall talke the
lead in substantially reducing their heavy and nevw-type conventional wzapons and )
armaments, poriicularlv their olfensive weapons and armaments. At certain stages of
conventional disarmament, other militerily significant States shell jcin them in
reducing conventional aime according to reasonable ratios.

(c) Chemicel and biological weapons

411 chemiczl ond biological weapons shall be completely prohibited and totally
destroyed. Pending the attainment of this goal, all States shall wequivocally
undertaxe not to use any chemical nr biological weapons.

d Prohibition of all new-type weavons of mass destruction
LUion 01 a b Y alt

(2) Adopt regional measures conducive to safeguarding the 1ndependegce, _
sovereignty and cecurity of 21l States. Various types of nucloar:weago?utlee ZO??”;
zone of peace and zone of peace, fraedom and neutrality can be establiched according
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undertake the obligation not to use or threaten to use nuclear veapons against these
zones. All attenpts by any State to seek any form of hegemony in these zones shall
be prohibited, and 211 forms of foreign military presence shall be eliminated,

5. Through conscientious negotiation and elaboration ol all Siates, the Comprehensive
Programme of Disarmament to be examined and adopted by the second snecisl session of
the Gencral Assembly devoted to Disarmament will guide and give an impetus to future
progress in disarmament. Therefore, z2ll States should undertalzec to male their best
efforts for itc implementation and realization.





