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E/NL. 1996/56 

Narkotikastrafflag (1968:64)' 

Narcotic Drugs Act 

given at the Palace of Stockholm, March 8, 1968 

Swedish Code of Statutes 1968:64 

Section 1 

Any person who unlawfully 
1. transfers narcotics, 
2. manufactures narcotics intended for misuse, 
3. acquires narcotics for the purpose of transfer, 
4. procures, processes, packages, transports, keeps or in some other similar way 

handles narcotics which are not intended for personal use, 
5. offers narcotics for sale, keeps or conveys payment for narcotics, mediates 

contacts between seller and purchaser or takes any other such measure, if the procedure 
is designed to promote narcotics traffic, or 

6. possesses, uses or otherwise handles narcotics shall, if he has acted wilfully, 
be sentenced for a narcotic drug offence to imprisonment for not more than three years. 
(SFS 1988:286) 

Section 2 

If an offender under § 1 with regard to the nature and the quantity of narcotics and other 
circumstances is judged to be petty, a fine or imprisonment for at most six months may 
be imposed. [ ... ] (SFS 1993:211) 

Section 3 

If the offence under § 1 is judged to be grave, the sentence for a grave narcotics offence 
shall be imprisonment for at least two and at most ten years. 

In judging whether an offence is grave, particular consideration shall be given to 
whether or not it has been part of large-scale or professional activities, has involved 
especially large quantities of narcotics or has in any other way been of a particularly 
dangerous or unscrupulous nature. The judgment shall be based on a joint consideration 
of the circumstances in the particular case. 

1 E/NL. 1968/30 
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Section 3a 

Any person who has shown gross negligence in committing an act referred to in § 1, 1 -5, 
shall be sentenced for negligence with narcotics to a fine or to imprisonment for not more 
than one year. 

No penalty shall be imposed in petty cases. 

Section 4 

An attempt, preparation or conspiracy to commit a narcotic drug offence or grave 
narcotic drug offence which is not to be judged as petty is punishable, if the offence does 
not fall under § 1 (6), under Chapter 23 of the Penal Code. (SFS 1988:286) 

Section 5 

If two or more persons have collaborated in an offence referred to in § § 1-4 and if the 
act does not consist solely of the handling of narcotics under the provisions of §1 (6), the 
provisions of Chapter 23 of the Penal Code are applicable. (SFS 1988:286) 

Section 5a (repealed by SFS 1992:861) 

[... J 

Section 6 

Any narcotics used in or intended for committing any offence pursuant to this Act, or the 
value thereof together with any gains accrued from such offences, shall be declared 
forfeit if this is not manifestly unjust. This shall be declared forfeit if this is not manifestly 
unjust. This shall also apply to the commission received for such offence or its value if 
the commission has been received and the reception constitutes an offence according to 
this Act. 

Property used as an aid in an offence under this Act or the value of the property 
may be declared forfeit if it is so justified for the prevention of crime or for any other 
special reason. The same applies to property which has been dealt with in a manner 
constituting a crime under this Act. 

Hypodermic syringes or syringe needles which can be used for injecting substances 
into the human body, or other objects which are especially designed to be used for 
misuse of or for otherwise dealing with narcotics, and which are found in the possession 
of any person who has committed an offence under this Act or are found on the premises 
or grounds used by such a person or are found in connection with narcotics which have 
been the subject of an offence under this Act, shall, regardless of to whom the property 
belongs, be declared forfeit, unless this is manifestly unjust. 

Section 7 

With regard to the seizure of property which can be assumed to be forfeit in accordance 
with § 6, the provisions relating to seizure specified in the Code of Judicial Procedure are 
applicable with the following differences. 

[ ... 1 
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The provisions contained in § 2, 1 and 3 [ ... ] of the Act (1958:205) on the 
Forfeiture of Alcoholic Beverages, etc. shall be correspondingly applicable in the case of 
seizure of narcotics or property referred to in § 6, third paragraph, of this Act. The period 
for filing a complaint shall, however, be calculated from the date the ruling was made. 
The Government or an authority appointed by the Government will issue more specific 
instructions concerning the procedure to be adopted with seized narcotics. (SFS 
1994:1419; enters into force on April 1, 1995) 

Section 8 

As used in this Act, the term "narcotics" refers to any pharmaceutical substance or 
goods injurious to health and with strongly addictive properties or goods which can easily 
be transformed into goods with such properties and which 

1. on such grounds are subject to control under an international agreement to 
which Sweden is a party, or 

2. have been declared by the Government to be regarded as narcotics according 
to the law. [ ... ] (SFS 1992:861) 

This Act enters into force on April 1, 1968. 
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E/NL. 1996/57 

The Care of Alcoholics, Drug Abusers and Abusers of Volatile 
Solvents (Special Provisions) Act (1988:870) 

Including amendments, up to an including SFS 1994:96. 

Introductory provisions 

Section 1 
All care intended to help individual persons to discontinue their 
abuse of alcohol, narcotics or volatile solvents must be guided by 
the goals of public social services as defined in Section 1 of the 
Social Services Act (1980:620). Care must be based on respect for 
the self-determination and privacy of the individual and must as far 
as possible be designed and conducted in partnership with the 
individual. 

Section 2 
Care under the aegis of social services is supplied to an abuser on 
a basis of consensus with him, in accordance with the provisions of 
the Social Services Act (1980:620). An abuser shall, however, be 
provided with care regardless of his own consent, subject to the 
conditions defined in this Act (compulsory care). 

The content and design of compulsory care are subject to the 
provisions of the Social Services Act, except where otherwise 
indicated in this Act. 

Section 3 
Compulsory care shall be aimed at motivating the abuser in such a 
way that he may be presumed capable of voluntary participation in 
continuing treatment and capable of receiving support in order to 
discontinue his abuse. 

Provision of care 

Section 4 
A compulsory care order shall be made i f any person, as a result of 
ongoing abuse of alcohol, narcotics or volatile solvents, is in need 



of care in order to discontinue his abuse and the necessary care 
cannot be provided under the Social Services Act (1980:620) or in 
any other way and, as a result of the abuse, he 

1. is seriously endangering his physical or mental 
health. 

2. runs an obvious risk of ruining his life, or 
3. is liable to inflict serious injury on himself or some 

person closely related to him. 

The provision of care for a shorter period of time under the 
Compulsory Mental Care Act (1991:1128) does not preclude the 
making of a compulsory care order under this Act. (1991: 1965). 

Section 5 
Compulsory care orders are made by the County Administrative 
Court. 

Section 6 
It is the duty of public authorities whose activities bring them 
regularly into contact with abusers to notify the Municipal Social 
Welfare Committee i f it comes to their knowledge that any person 
may be presumed in need of care under this Act. This provision, 
however, shall not apply to authorities in the health and medical 
care sector, except as provided in subsection two. 

A report shall be made to the Municipal Social Welfare Committee 
by any physician who, in the course of his activities, comes into 
contact with any person presumably in need of immediate care 
under Section 13 or of care under this Act, i f in his opinion that 
person cannot be provided with satisfactory care or treatment by 
the physician himself or otherwise under the auspices of health and 
medical services. (1994:96) 

Section 7 
The Municipal Social Welfare Committee, having been apprised, by 
a report under Section 6 or in any other way, of possible grounds 
for any person being provided with compulsory care, is to open an 
investigation. 
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It is the duty of the public authorities referred to in Section 6 (1) to 
supply the Municipal Social Welfare Committee with all particulars 
of potential relevance to such an investigation. (1994:96). 

Section 8 
At the commencement of the investigation, the Municipal Social 
Welfare Committee shall appoint an officer of the committee to 
take charge of contacts with the abuser and with various caring 
agencies. (1994:96) 

Section 9 
When the investigation has begun, the Municipal Social Welfare 
Committee shall, except in cases where this is manifestly 
unnecessary, order a medical examination of the abuser and appoint 
a physician to conduct the examination. The physician shall certify 
the abuser's current health status. (1994:96) 

Section 10 
The investigation report by the Municipal Social Welfare 
Committee shall indicate the abuser's circumstances together with 
measures previously taken and planned. The report shall also 
indicate the home to which the abuser can be admitted and the care 
planned outside the home i f admission takes place. (1994:96). 

Section 11 
If, following investigation, the Municipal Social Welfare Committee 
finds that there is cause for providing any person with compulsory 
care, the Administration shall apply for such care to the County 
Administrative Court. 

The application shall be accompanied by the investigation report 
prepared by the Committee and, failing some special impediment, 
a medical certificate regarding the abuser's current health status. 

The court may order a medical examination i f the application does 
not contain a medical certificate or if an examination is needed for 
some other reason. (1994.96) 



Section 12 
On the court having made a compulsory care order, the municipal 
social welfare committee shall ensure that the order is enforced by 
providing the abuser with care in a residential institution as referred 
to in Section 22 or, in cases referred to in Section 24 (1) in hospital. 

The court order will lapse i f care has not commenced within four 
weeks of the day on which the order acquired force of law. 

The order will also lapse if, since care was inaugurated, the abuser 
has, for not less than six consecutive months, been unlawfully 
absent from an institution referred to in Section 22 or been detained 
in custody or prison. 

Immediate care 

Section 13 
The Municipal Social Welfare Committee or a police authority may 
issue an immediate care order for an abuser i f 

1. He can probably be provided with care by authority 
of this Act and 

2. The court care order cannot be awaited, since 
presumably his health status will be severely 
impaired i f he does not receive immediate care, or 
because there is an imminent risk that, due to his 
condition, he will seriously injure himself or some 
person closely related to him. 

I f the Social Welfare Committee's care order cannot be awaited, a 
care order may be issued by the Chairman of the Committee or by 
some other member acting by authority of the Committee. The 
order is to be reported at the next meeting of the Committee. 

On the Social Welfare Committee having applied for compulsory 
care, the Court may also make an immediate care order for the 
abuser. (1994:96) 
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Section 14 

Repealed in SFS 1994:96. 

Section 15 
An immediate care order made by the Municipal Social Welfare 
Committee or police authority is immediately to be submitted to the 
County Administrative Court or, in the event of the order having 
been made subsequent to the Social Welfare Committee having 
applied for compulsory care, to the court trying the question of 
care. 
I f the order has been made by the police authority, that authority is 
to inform the Social Welfare Committee of its decision immediately 
(1994:96) 

Section 16 
In connection with an immediate care order being submitted to the 
court, the authority which made the order shall, i f there is no 
obstacle to doing so, allow the person taken in charge to study the 
documents in the case and inform him of his right to 

1. Make a written statement to the court within a 
certain period of time, 

2. Request verbal proceedings in court, and 
3. Receive legal aid from the court in the form of 

public counsel. 

The authority shall also inform him that the court may determine 
the case even i f no statement is submitted 

Section 17 
As soon as possible, and within four days of the order being 
submitted to the court or, if the order has not been enforced at the 
time of submission, of the order being enforced, the court is to 
consider whether the care order is to be upheld. This period may be 
extended to one week if necessary on account of any particular 
circumstance. 
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I f there are no grounds for taking in charge, the court is to cancel 
the care order immediately. 

Section 18 
I f a care order has been made under Section 13 (1) or (2), an 
application for compulsory care must have been received by the 
County Administrative Court within one week of the County 
Administrative Court having upheld the taking in charge. I f no 
application has been received within that time or i f the County 
Administrative Court finds that grounds for taking in charge no 
longer exist, the County Administrative Court is to cancel the care 
order. 

A care order will lapse when the question of care under this Act is 
determined by the court or if the person taken in charge is 
remanded in custody. 

Section 19 
The Municipal Social Welfare Committee shall ensure that a person 
taken in charge under Section 13 is, without delay, given care in an 
institution as referred to in Section 22 or, in cases referred to in 
Section 24 (1), in hospital. 

Caring period 

Section 20 
Compulsory care is to be terminated as soon as the purpose of the 
care has been achieved and, at the latest, when it has been in 
progress for six months (the caring period). Care shall be deemed 
to have commenced when, on account of an immediate care order 
or compulsory care, the abuser has presented himself at or been 
taken to an institution as referred to in Section 22 or a hospital. 
Care is terminated by a discharge order under Section 25 

Section 21 
The caring period does not include time during which the abuser 

1. Is unlawfully absent from an institution as referred 
to in Section 22 or 
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2. Is remanded in custody or confined to prison. 

Care 

Section 22 
Compulsory care is provided through residential institutions run by 
county councils or municipalities and specially intended for the 
provision of care under this Act ("LVM institutions"). An 
institution of this kind shall be directed by a board of governors 
appointed by the National Board of Institutional Care. 

The board of governors is responsible for the care provided at the 
institution, insofar as this task has not been transferred to a special 
superintendent. (1993:3) 

Section 23 
For abusers requiring specially close supervision, there shall be 
L V M institutions adapted for such supervision. (1993:3) 

Section 24 
Care shall begin in hospital if the conditions for hospital care are 
satisfied and this is judged appropriate in view of the general 
scheme of care. Any person requiring hospital care during the 
caring period shall be given the opportunity of such care. 

The consultant of the hospital unit where the abuser is cared for 
shall ensure that the Municipal Social Welfare Committee or the 
person or body in charge of care at the L V M institution is informed 
immediately in the event of the abusers wishing to leave or having 
already left the hospital. The consultant may order the abuser to be 
prevented from leaving the hospital during the time needed to 
ensure that the abuser can be transferred to an L V M institution. 
(1990:606) 

Section 25 
On an order having been made for compulsory care or immediate 
care under this Act, the National Board of Institutional Care, 
following notification by the Municipal Sociai Welfare Committee, 
shall provide a piace in an LVM institution 
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Decisions concerning admission to and discharge from an L V M 
institution are made by the person or body in charge of care at the 
institution. 

The person or body in charge of care at an L V M institution may 
order the transfer of an inmate to another L V M institution i f this is 
judged appropriate from the viewpoint of care and i f the person or 
body in charge of care at the other institution consents to the 
transfer. (1993:3) 

Section 26 
The person or body in charge of care at an L V M institution shall 
keep the Social Welfare Committee continuously informed of the 
progress of care and shall consult the Committee on all matters of 
importance. Consultations are always to be held previous to 
transfer to another institution and previous to discharge. 

Section 27 
The person or body in charge of care at an L V M institution shall, 
as soon as the care schedule permits, make an order for the inmate 
to be given the opportunity of leaving the L V M institution for some 
other form of care. 

The Municipal Social Welfare Committee shall ensure that care of 
this kind is arranged. 

I f care in some other form is no longer feasible, the person or body 
in charge of care at the LVM institution may order the abuser to be 
brought back to the institution. 

Section 28 
Before any other form of care begins, the Municipal Social Welfare 
Committee, acting in consultation with the inmate and with the 
person or body in charge of care at the LVM institution, shall draw 
up a plan (schedule) for continuing care. 

Section 29 
If an inmate has resided in an LVM institution for three months 
without any other form of care materialising, the superintendent 
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shall report this fact to the governing body of the institution and 
indicate the cause. 

Section 30 
The Municipal Social Welfare Committee shall make active efforts 
to ensure that, after the caring period, the individual obtains 
housing and employment or education, and also to ensure that he 
receives personal support or treatment for the permanent 
discontinuation of his abuse. 

Special powers 

Section 31 
A person receiving care under this Act in an L V M institution may 
not have in his possession alcoholic beverages, narcotics or volatile 
solvents or syringes, injection needles or other objects specifically 
suited for use in connection with the abuse or other handling of 
narcotics. Nor may he have in his possession anything else which 
may be detrimental to care or discipline of the institution. Any such 
property may be confiscated when found. 

Section 32 
I f it is found justifiable, a person who is being cared for under this 
Act may be subjected to body search or superficial personal search 
on arrival at the L V M institution, to make sure that he is not 
carrying anything which he is not allowed to have in his possession 
there. The same applies if, while he is residing'at the institution, the 
suspicion arises of his having any such property about him. 

Body search or superficial personal search may not be conducted 
more intimately than the purpose of this measure demands. All 
possible consideration compatible with the circumstances must be 
shown. A witness is to be present if possible. 

Section 33 
The provisions of Sections 31 and 32 shall apply to all persons 
receiving care in an L V M institution, i f this is necessary for the 
provision of care and the maintenance of discipline of the institution 



and the Government or, by authority of the Government, the 
National Board of Institutional Care consents thereto. (1993:3) 

Section 34 
A person receiving care under this Act in an L V M institution for 
specially close supervision may be prevented from leaving the 
institution and may in other respects have his freedom of movement 
restricted to such an extent as is necessary in order for the care to 
be provided. His freedom of movement may also be restricted when 
necessary out of consideration for the safety of other inmates or the 
staff. 

Section 35 
Mail and other deliveries to a person receiving care under this Act 
in an L V M institution for specially close supervision may be 
checked, i f this is necessary for the sake of discipline at the 
institution or in view of the inmate's special circumstances. I f an 
incoming consignment contains property, the possession of which 
is prohibited under Section 31, the property may be confiscated. 

Section 36 
In the event of alcoholic beverages, narcotics or volatile solvents 
having been confiscated under Sections 31 or 35 or found in an 
L V M institution without their owner being known, the person or 
body in charge of care at the institution shall have the property 
destroyed or sold in compliance with the provisions on confiscated 
property contained in Section 2 (1) of the Alcoholic Beverages Etc. 
(Forfeiture) Act (1958:205). Proceeds of such sales accrue to the 
State. 

The same shall apply concerning syringes, injection needles and 
other objects specifically suited for use in connection with the abuse 
or other handling of narcotics. 

Procedural provisions 

Section 37 
Judicial and other proceedings under this Act are to be dealt with 
promptly. 
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Section 38 
In judicial proceedings concerning the provision of compulsory 
care, in which a care order has been made under Section 13 (1) or 
(2), the county Administrative Court shall try the case within one 
week of the day on which an application for care was received or, 
i f the care order was made subsequent to the Municipal Social 
Welfare Committee having applied for care, within one week of the 
day on which the order was submitted for approval. I f an immediate 
care order has not been enforced when submitted or i f the County 
Administrative Court has made an immediate care order under 
Section 13 (3), the case is to be tried within one week of the day on 
which the order was enforced. 

The County Administrative Court may prolong these periods i f 
further investigation is needed or i f prolongation is necessitated by 
any other special circumstance. (1994:96) 

Section 39 
In judicial proceedings concerning the provision of compulsory 
care, the County Administrative Court and the Administrative 
Court of Appeal shall hold verbal proceedings except where this is 
manifestly unnecessary. In other judicial proceedings under this 
Act, the court will consider whether there are grounds for verbal 
proceedings. 

Verbal proceedings shall be held at the instance of either party. The 
parties shall be informed of their right to request verbal 
proceedings. 

I f an individual party subpoenaed to enter appearance in person 
absents himself, the court may rule that he is to be brought to court, 
either immediately or on a later day 

Section 40 
For proceedings in an Administrative Court of Appeal relating to 
other cases under this Act than immediate care orders, the court is 
to include lay assessors 
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Section 41 
Injudicial and other proceedings under this Act, individual persons 
may not be served with documents as provided in Section 12 or 15 
of the Service of Writs Act (1970:428). 

Section 42 
Provisions concerning public counsel and other legal aid injudicial 
and other proceedings under this Act are contained in the Legal Aid 
Act (1972:429). 

Section 43 
Care orders under Section 13 are immediately effective. 

Transfer orders under Section 25 (2) may be immediately effective 
i f necessary for purposes of care. Other orders by the person or 
body in charge of care at an L V M institution are immediately 
effective. 

The court may rule that an order made by the court is to take effect 
immediately. 

Provisions concerning appeal 

Section 44 
A decision by the person or body in charge of care at an L V M 
institution may be contested by the individual person by appeal to 
the County Administrative Court, if the decision refers to transfer 
under Section 25, rejection of a request for discharge or destruction 
or sale of property under Section 36. 

Other decisions under this Act by the person or body in charge of 
care at an L V M institution are final. 

Decisions concerning medical examination under Sections 9 or 11 
(3) are final. 

Care orders under Section 13 (1) or (2) are final. There is no time 
limit on appeals against care orders made by a court under Section 
13 (3). (1994:96) 
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Police assistance 

Section 45 
The police authority shall render assistance in order 

1. at the request of the Municipal Social Welfare 
Committee or the court, to convey an abuser to a 
previously ordered medical examination. 

2. at the request of the Municipal Social Welfare 
Committee, to convey a person who is to be 
provided with care or who is the subject of an 
immediate care order under this Act to an L V M 
institution or hospital. 

3 at the request of the consultant, in cases referred to 
in Section 24 (3), to convey the person who is to be 
provided with care or who is the subject of an 
immediate care order under this Act to an L V M 
institution, and 

4. at the request of the person or body in charge of 
care at an L V M institution, to trace, collect or 
transfer any person who is to be admitted to the 
institution or who is receiving care there by 
authority of this Act. (1994:96) 

Prosecution decisions 

Section 46 
I f any person who has been provided with care under this Act is 
suspected of a criminal offence for which the maximum penalty 
does not exceed one year's imprisonment and which comes within 
the ambit of common prosecution, and i f the crime was committed 
before the commencement of care or during the caring period, the 
prosecutor shall consider whether it is appropriate to prosecute. 
The governing body of the institution where the suspect is receiving 
care or, i f the care has been terminated, the Municipal Social 
Welfare Committee shall be consulted in this connection, except 
where this is unnecessary. 



Miscellaneous provisions 

Section 47 
The term "(Municipal) Social Welfare Committee" as employed in 
this Act refers to the social welfare committee of the municipality 
which, under Section 3 of the Social Services Act (1980:620) is 
responsible for the individual receiving the support and assistance 
which he needs. Section 72 of the Social Services Act sanctions the 
transfer of cases to another social welfare committee in certain 
situations 

Compulsory care orders under Section 5 and with reference to 
taking in charge under Section 13 are made by the County Adminis
trative Court of the county in which the municipality responsible is 
located. The county administrative court making the care order also 
decides questions referred to in Section 44 (1). (1994:96) 

Section 48 

Repealed in SFS 1993:3. 

Interim provisions 

1988:870 
1. This Act enters into force on 1st January 1989, when the Care of 
Alcoholics and Drug Abusers (Special Provisions) Act (1981:1243) 
shall cease to apply. 

2. The old Act shall, however, continue to apply with respect to 
applications for care under the same filed with the County Adminis
trative Court before 1st January 1989. 

3. A care order made under Section 8 of the old Act shall be 
deemed an order under Section 13 of the new Act i f no application 
for care has been received by the County Administrative Court 
before 1st January 1989 

4. Reference in a statute or in a statutory instrument adopted by the 
Government to the old Act shall instead be deemed a reference to 
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the present Act. I f reference is made to a provision superseded by 
a provision of this Act, the new provision shall apply. 

1993:3 

This Act enters into force on 1st July 1993. 

Earlier provisions apply concerning care provided between 1 st July 
1993 and 1st July 1994. If, however, the State, acting by authority 
of Section 23 a of the Social Services Act (1980:620), has before 
1st July 1994 taken over a home referred to in Section 22 or 23, the 
new provisions shall apply with regard to care as from the day of 
the take-over. 

1994:96 

1. This Act enters into force on 1st July 1994. 

2. I f a case pending before the County Administrative Court before 
1st July 1994 has not been determined by the time this Act enters 
into force, earlier provisions shall apply. 


