
UNITED NATOOt~S 
Distr. 
GENERAL 

~ 
---

GENERAL 
ASSEMBLY 

~ .. . 
I~. I , 

m
---~ ' 

;cmJF. 3 ~ -~J/ 
W~l - A'£!A 
'' I ~>· ~ ' ~ j~j 

~.---~~ 
~':-:-~--5 

5 January 1979 

ORIGINAL: ENGLISH 

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------~-~~----

PREPARATORY C0~1J'UTTEE FOR THE UNI'l'ED NATIONS 
CONFERErTCE ON SCIENCE AND TECHNOLOGY FOR 
DEVELOPlJENT 

Third session 
22 January-2 February 1979 
Item 2 of the provisional agenda. 

Preparation for the United Nations 
Conference on Science and Technology 
for Development: (a) Progress report 
of the Secretary-General of the 
Conference 

Progress report of the Secretary-General of the Conference 

CONTENTS 

INTRODUCTIOn . • • . • 

I. CO-OPERATION \HTH HEI1BER STATES 

II. CO-OPERATION \JITH THF HOST COUNTRY 

III. CO-OPERATION vliTH THE REGIONAL cm~HSSIONS 

IV. COnSOLIDATION OF NATIONAL AND REGIONAL PAPERS: 
PREPAP~TIOJIT OF OUTLINE OF THE DRAFT PROGRAIE'L OF 
ACTION ••.•..•.••..•••.•. 

V. CO-OPERATION \-JITH OTHER PARTS OF THE UNITED NATIONS 
SECRETARIAT, THE INTERNATIONAL ATOlUC ENERGY AGENCY 
MJD OTHER INTERESTED PROGRAI'!HES AND BODIES OF THE 
mTITED IJATIONS SYSTU~ • • . , , . • 

VI. CO~OPERATION \TITH IlTTERGOVERN! \ENTAL ORGANIZATIONS 
OUTSIDE THE UNITED NATIOnS SYSTEl' . • • • • . • • 

79-75180 

Paragraphs 

1 - 3 

4 - 12 

13 

14 - 19 

20 - 24 

25 - 35 

36 - 39 

Page 

3 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

9 

I ... 



A/CONF.81/PC.13 
Enc1ish 
Pape 2 

COl'JTEHTS (continued) 

VII, CO-OPEPcATION \!ITH lTON-GOVI:mT}1EHT_A_L ORCJIJTIZATIOJITS 
AND TH:C SCIEHTiriC AITD TECHNOLOGICAL COI'11"1UlHTII:S 

VIII. SCI:ClTCE AIJD T:CCIETOLOGY AITD TH:C FUTURE ( ITEl T ~-

OF TE~ PBOVISIOrTAL AGENDA OF TH:C COJ'JFT::RENCE) 

Annexes 

I. ECO[OIIIC !',.::'TD SOCIAL COUNCIL PESOLUTION 19'78/70, 
EIJTITLED nSCI:C:NCE AND TECHNOLOGY" 

IL DRAFT RESOLUTION ADOPTED BY THE SECOND CO!~'ITTEE OF THE 
GENERAL ASSI:l13LY AT ITS THIRTY--THIRD SESSION, ENTITLED 
"UlnTED NATIOITS CCJITFI:PEPCE ON SCIEITCE Al'TD TECHl'WLOGY 
rorc DEV:CLOPI'I:CJITT:' (A/33/516) 

Paragraphs Pe.r;e 

40 - 45 10 

46 - 49 11 

I ... 



A/ COITF. 81/PC .13 
English 
Pap;e 3 

InTRODUCTION 

l. The present document responds to the decision taken by the Preparatory 
Committee for the United Nations Conference on Science and Technology for 
Development at its second session, requiring the Secretary-General of the 
Conference to submit to the Committee at its third session a progress report 
describing action taken in respect of preparations for the Conference. 1) 

2. Attention is drmm to earlier progress reports of the Secretary-General 
presented to the Economic and Social Council at its second regular session, 1978 
(E/1978/82) and to the General Assembly at its thirty-third session (A/33/298), 
in response to resolution 32/115 of the General Assembly of 15 December 1977. 

3. The present document consolidates the information contained in documents 
E/1978/82 and A/33/298 and elaborates on action taken in respect of the 
preparation for the Conference that has been detailed in the A/COrTF.8l information 
ser1es. 

I. CO-OPERATION HITH l'IElTBER STATES 

4. As at l December 1978, 134 countries - including 100 developing countries ~ 
reported that they had established focal points l'ii th the function of overseeing 
and co-ordinating preparations for the Conference at the national level, including 
the preparation of national papers (A/CONF. 81/INF. 2/Rev. 5). 

5. By l December, 107 national papers and 102 summaries had been received. The 
32 countries classified as least developed by the General Assembly will contribute, 
or have already contributed, a total of 27 papers. 

6. The secretariat of the Conference has co-operated -:.,rith Governments by 
providin[ technical advisers to assist in national preparations. As at l December, 
some 60 such advisers had been in the field; a detailed list of their missions is 
presented in information paper A/CONF.8l/INF.4. 

7. It was noted by the Economic and Social Council at its first regular session, 
1978 that the expert assistance needed for the preparation of national papers had 
far exceeded original expectations. The Council therefore decided, in resolution 
1978/4 of 4 l1ay 1978, that it 1vas essential that "sufficient funds be made 
available from the regular budget to respond to requests from developing countries 
for assistance in the elaboration of national reports". As a result, the 
Secretary-General of the Conference Has able to continue to provide technical 
advisory services in response to national requests. 

l/ Official Records of the General Assembly, Thirty~third Session, 
Suppl;ment No. 43 (A/33/43 and Corr.l), annex II, decision 4 (II), sect. II, 
para. 5. 
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8. As a contribution tmvards broader l)articipation by representatives of 
developin~ nations in meetings and seTiinars, a number of organizations in developed 
countries have provided supplementary travel funds for this purpose. In addition, 
the secretariat has co-operated vrith those developed countries that have made 
advisers available under bilateral agreer:lents by arranging briefing sessions at 
United nations Headquarters for such advisers prior to their going on mission. 

9, Tiepresentatives of the United nations Development Programme (UNDP) he,ve, on 
behalf of the secretariat of the Conference, continued to collaborate 1;-rith 
Governments, focal points and other co-ordinating authorities in national 
preparations. 

10. The proc;ramme of seminars and other meetings as dravm up by the Conference 
secretariat has been completed vri th the participation of the rec;ional cornmissions, 
organs of the United I1Tations system and other organizations, in accordance 1-:i th 
the recommendations contained in paragre,ph 5 of Economic and Social Council 
resolution 2035 (LXI). ::ember States have reported that the programme has been 
extremely valuable not only in helping each country present its point of view on 
matters relating to science and technoloc,y for develoJlment but also in maldng 
possible a comparison of vievrs with those of other countries, Hhether developed 
or developinz. 

11. The Economic and Social Council at its second regular session, 1978 in 
decision 1978/60 of 3 August, postponed the third session of the Preparation 
Committee of the Conference from September 1978 to 22 January~2 February 1979. At 
the sane session, the Council took note of the report of the Secretary-General on 
the state of preparations for the Conference (E/1978/82) and, inter alia, requested 
the Secretary-General of the Conference to arrange consultations Hith the Bureau 
of the Preparatory Committee and interested delefations during the thirty-third 
session of the General Assembly, in accordance with paragraph 3 of Council 
resolution 2123 (LXIII) (see annex I). Such consultations took place on 12 and 
13 June 1978, prior to the thirty-third session, and also on 23 and 24 October, 
when vie\·Ts were exchanged on the necessary stel')S to be taken in order to Tiaintain 
the momentun. of the preparatory process and to ensure the participation of 
concerned specialized agencies and_ orcccnizations. 

12. Regarding other co-o:neration vrith Pember States, the Second Committee of the 
General Assembly adopted a comprehensive resolution on matters relatine: to 
Conference preparations (see annex II). Furthermore, it adopted a draft decision 
\Thereby it -vras ac;reed to dispense vri th the provision of summary records for t:1e 
Conference (see A/33/516, para. 13). 

II, CO-OPERATION \HTE TI-I:C HOST COUNTRY 

13. The orc;anization of arrangements for the Conference at Vienna is uell ln 
hand. To facilitate planninc;, the GovernHent of Austria has instituted an 
interministerial conMission under the chairmanship of the Vice Chancellor. For 
its part, the secretariat of the Conference has arrane:ed that representatives of 
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concerned departments of the United Nations meet regularly to aid in the planning 
of the Conference and its associated e_ctivities at Vienna. Representatives of the 
Austrian commission have visited United Eations Headouarters on two occasions in 
order to discuss Conference preparations~ further discussions \·Till take place at 
Vienna in February 1979. 

III. CO-OPERATION \HTH THE REGIOrTAL CO!ll :ISS IONS 

14. As emphasized by the Secretary-General of the Conference at regional rneetlngs, 
despite serious constraints of time and resources the regional conmissions have 
exerted every effort to orc:anize tvro rounds of meetings and to draft the ree;ional 
papers requested by the Preparatory Committee for the Conference. 

15. The second round of rec_;ional preparatory meetings for the Conference took 
place as follmrs: 

Economic Commission for Europe (:CCE) 

Economic and Social Commission for 
Asia and the Pacific (ESCAP) 

Economic Commission for 
Latin illnerica (ECLA) 

Economic Comrnission for Africa (ECA) 

I:conomic Commission for \,!estern 
Asia (ECHA) 

Bucharest, 26 to 30 June 1978 

Bangkok, 17 to 21 July 

Panama City, 16 to 21 August and 
l1ontevideo, 29 November to 
1 December 

Cairo, 24 to 29 August 

Amr11an, 12 to 14 September 

16. At the Latin American regional meeting held at Panama City, it 1-ras decided 
that a resumed session of the regional meeting '\Wuld be held in r:ovember and 
December 1978. The regional paper and the recorr®endations for action of that 
region uere accordingly completed at the resumed session in r,"ontevideo. 

17, At Aroman, Banglwk, Bucharest, Cairo and ~·ontevideo, the representatives of 
States members of the regional commissions adopted recommendations for action uhich, 
toc;ether ui th those contained in national papers, have provided input both to the 
draft outline of the progra:r<me of action and also to the preliminary draft 
nroc;ramr11e called for in the draft resolution contained in the report of the Second 
Comnittee to the General Assembly (A/33/516: see annex II). 

18. Furthermore, the regional papers presented at these meetings which have been 
revised in the lic;ht of the discussions at the rec;ional meetinc;s are nm-r before 
the third session of the Preparatory Cmmittee and 1-rill be submitted to the 
Conference itself. ~ 

2/ For the renorts of these regional meetings, see: ECE-A/CONF.Sl/PC/14: 
ESCAP-:A/CONF.81/PCfl5; ECLA-A/COHF.Sl/PC/16: ECA-A/COJITF.Sl/PC/17; 
ECFA-A/COHF.81/PC/18. 
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19. All rec;ional meetings held in developing areas emphasized the need for the 
continuance of preparatory activities at all levels during the remaining period 
leading up to the third and fourth sessions of the Preparatory Committee and to the 
Conference itself, Formal resolutions to this effect ,,rere unanimously adopted at 
the meetings held at Amman, Cairo, l~ontevideo and Panama City. Such a continuance 
of activities \vas considered to be of critical importance, especially in vieu of 
decision 1978/60 taken by the Economic and Social Council at its second regular 
session, 1978, postponing the third session of the Preparatory Committee to 
22 J anuary-_2 February 1979. Accordine;ly, the Second Committee of the General 
Assembly took appropriate action on this matter at the thirty-third session (see 
para. 12 above) . 

IV. CONSOLIDATION OF NATIOITAL ii.ND REGIONAL PAPERS: 
PREPAI\ATIOJIT OF OUTLINE OF TH:C DRAFT PROGRAllrm 
OF ACTIOrT 

20. At its second session, the Preparatory Committee for the Conference decided 
that a draft outline of the programme of action snould be prepared on the basis of 
national and regional inputs received in due time, and submitted to the Committee 
at its third session, 1.;rhile the draft prograrnme of action itself, consisting of 
a synthesis of the action proposals presented by Governments in the national papers 
and in the reports of the regional Heetings -,;-ras to be presented to the fourth 
session of the Preparatory Committee. ]/ 

21. In considering the report of the Secretary~General on the state of prerarations 
for the Conference, the Economic and Social Council at its second rer;ular session, 
1978 decided by resolution 1973/70 of 4 August 1978 to request the Secretary
General of the Conference to convey the draft outline of the programme of action 
to the General Assembly at its thirty-third session for consideration, together 
IIi th the Secretary-General' s progress report , under it em 70 of the Assembly' s 
provisional agenda for that session. The Council also requested the Preparatory 
Committee at its third session to give careful consideration to the substantive 
issues and particularly to the draft programme of action vrhich uill be dealt -vri th 
by the Conference, bearing in mind the principles of the ne>r international economic 
order. 

22. In response to these decisions, the Secretary-General of the Conference 
prepared a draft outline of the programme of action based on 86 national and 
four regional papers received by 28 Aut=ust. The draft outline -vras accordingly 
submitted to the General Assembl;y as requested (A/33/303 and Add.l). 

23. The draft resolution adopted by the Second Cormnittee on 13 December 1978, 
requested the Secretary-General of the Conference to prepare for the third session 

3/ Official Records of the General Assembly" 'T'hirty-third Session, 
Suppl;ment Ho. 43 (A/33/43 and Corr.l), annex II, decision 4 (II), sects. II 
and III. 
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of the Preparatory Cornnittee: (a) an updated draft outline of the pro~rm~ae of 
action consolidating recommendations put fonrard by Governments at the national 
and regional levels; (b) a preliminary draft programme of action containing a 
theoretical and conceptual frame\rork and recommendations for concrete measures for 
action at the national, subreGional~ regional~ interregional and international 
levels covering the items of the agenda of the Conference and~ in particular, the 
development, adaptation~ application and transfer of science and technology for 
development for developinc countries; (c) a report of the possible alternatives 
for the final structures for the draft prograrr@e of action to be submitted to the 
Conference; and (d) a synoptic table classifying recommendations into those that 
are common to some regions and those that are common to one region, 1ri th the 
indication of their origin (see annex II). 

24. In accordance -vri th this draft resolution, the updated draft outline, the 
synoptic table and the requested preliminary draft programme of action are nmr 
before the Preparatory Committee at its third session. The last-mentioned 
document as informally requested by the Second Committee of the General Assembly, 
has been sent to the permanent missions, executive heads of organizations of the 
United Nations system and the focal points, as of 21 December 1978. 

V. CO"-OPERATI0I.J FITH OTHER PA._"RTS OF 'rHE UNITED HATIOI'TS SECTIETARIAT, 
THE n.JTERNATIONAL ATOPIC ENERGY AGENCY AND OTHI:R INTERESTED 
PROGRA~::"ES AND BODIES O:rc THE UNITED rTATIOns SYSTEH 

25. As the Secretary-General of the Conference has emphasized in previous reports, 
the Conference should not be regarded as an isolated exercise but rather as part 
of a broad framevorl~ for translating into action the agreed principles of the nevr 
international economic order. 

26. To that end, a close vrorking relationship has been established between the 
Secretary-General of the Conference and the Director-General for Development and 
International Economic Co-operation \·rho is providinc; pertinent advice on all 
matters relatinc; to the substance of the Conference. 

27. Among the offices of the United Nations Secretariat that are continuine::; to 
co-operate with the secretariat of the Conference are: the Department of 
1\drr.inistration and \'lanagement, the Department of Conference Services and the Office 
of Secretariat Services for Economic and Social Hatters. A day-to-day -vrorldnc; 
relationship is also maintained -vrith the Centre for Economic and Social Information 
of the Office of Public Information. 

28. The Department of International Economic and Social Affairs provides full 
co~-operation and the services of t-vro officers continue to be made available to the 
Conference secretariat by the Office for Science and Technology which, inter alia, 
supports Conference-related activities in its role as secretariat to the Advisory 
Committee on the Application of Science and Technolo(!y to Development. 

29. The Advisory Committee continues to offer its counsel to the Secretary-General 
of the Conference and at its t1-renty-fourth session, held at Geneva from 31 July 
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to 11 August 1978, it finalized t1ro reports relatinc; to the Conference. The first, 
a report on obstacles to the application of science ancl technoloe;y for the 
development of developing countries, vras prepared at the request of the Economic 
and Social Council under resolution 1978/5 for submission to the Preparatory 
Committee at its third session. The second paper, dealing uith the elaboration 
of a United Nations harmonized science and technology policy, Has prepared for the 
Committee on Science and Technology for Development which requested that it also 
be submitted to the Preparatory Corunittee for information. This second paper will 
be circulated to the Preparatory Committee after the incorporation of consolidated 
comments by the agencies of the United Nations system. At its twenty-fourth 
session, the Advisory Committee constituted a steering committee to prepare for a 
colloquium on Science, Technology and Society: Needs, Challenges and Limitations, 
to be held at Vienna in the 1veek precedine; the Conference. Furthermore, the 
Advisory Committee vhich is serviced by the Office for Science and Technology of 
the Department of International Economic and Social Affairs, as its secretariat, 
continues to play a role in Conference-related seminars and meetings. 

30. For its pe.rt, the United Nations Centre on Transnational Corporations has 
provided assistance to the Conference secretariat in Flatters relatinc; to the 
participation of international enterprises in science and technoloc;y activities 
associated -vrith development. 

31. Formal co~ordination among interested organizations of the United ITe.tions 
system regarding preparations for the Conference continues to be undertaken through 
the machinery of the Affininistrative Committee on Co-ordination. An interagency 
draftin::; group vas set up to prepare an overvieH paper describing the manner in 
Hhich their respective activities have linked science and technology to 
socio-economic development and international co~operation. The ensuing draft 
was adopted by the Administrative Corrm1ittee on Co-ordination at its seventy-second 
session when it was also agreed that the paper uould be presented to the 
Preparatory Co1nmittee of the Conference at its third session and to the Comn1ittee 
for PrograwMe and Co-ordination at the second part of its eighteenth session 
(28 Auc;ust~l7 September 1978). 

32. In accordance with a decision of the Aoninistrative Con~ittee on Co~ordination, 
representatives of the organizations, agencies and other concerned bodies of the 
United Nations system met informally at United nations Headquarters on 18 and 
19 December 1978, in order to exchange views on the documents to be presented to 
the Preparatory Comn1ittee by the Secretary-General of the Conference. 

33. In addition, the organizations of the United nations system have been invited 
to contribute documents setting out their position uith regard to the specific 
items and subitems of the Conference agenda and a nUl"lber have accordingly bec;un 
preparation of such background documentation as required under decision 4 (I) of 
the second session of the CowNittee. 

34. Other contributions to Conference preparation have been made by: the United 
Nations Conference on Trade and Development (UNCTAD), the United Hations Industrial 
Development Organization (UIJIDO), the United lJations Institute for Traininc; and 
Research (Ul'TITAR), the International Labour Organisation ( ILO), the Food and 
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Ac~riculture Orcanization of the United Nations (FAO), the United Nations 
Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organization (Ul'TESCO), the 1Jorld Health 
Orcanization (\.JHO), and, the ITorld Intellectual Property Ore;anization (FIFO). 
These orc;anizations have either nade staff Dembers available to join the Conference 
secretariat at United Fations Headquc:.rters or have desic;nated staff members to 
serve as liaison officers at their mm headc:tuarters, In addition, orc;anizations 
of tl1e United nations system have partici~ated in and hc,ve sponsored meetinc;s at 
the recional, subrecional and international levels within the framevorl<: of the 
Conference or have contributed to its preparation. Such activities include: the 
second session of the 'I'rade and Development Board of UNCTAD 9 held at Geneva from 
Lf to 15 December 1978 ~ a ministerial~ level International Forum on Appropriate 
Industrial Technology, convened lJy UJITIDO at Anand, India, from 28 to 
30 November 1978; l!INESPOL II, orc;anized by UITESCO and held at Belgrade in 
September 1970, involvin[' mi_nisters responsible for science and technolocy in the 
European ancl North American ree>;ions; and the tw·entieth session of the General 
Conference of UITESCO held in Paris in October and Povember 197[L At this meetinc; 
it uas requested that the secretariat of UITCSCO uorl<;: closely uith the Preparatory 
Committee of the Conference in order to associate the Conference directly 1:ri th the 
International Year for Science and Technoloc;y (1980), as a follov~up and a 
reinforcement to the recommendations of the Conference. 

35. The Ad_ministrator of UNDP has so arranged that resident representatives have 
been assisting in co-ordinatinc; the contributions of local organizations and in 
encouraging their active participation in national preparations. Furthermore, 
the Conference on Technical Co~operation m~ong DevelopinG Countries, orcanized by 
UHDP at Buenos Aires frorn 30 August to 12 September 1978, is closely involved >:rith 
r1an:y issues to be taken up at the Conference on Science and Technoloc;y :f'or 
Development (see A/COHF.79/13/Tiev.l). 

VI. CO~~OPER!',TIOTJ HITH II1TERGOVEFUJ1 1EFTAL 0::-iCi\NIZATIOHS 
OUTSIDE THE UNITED ITATIOl':S SYSTET 1 

36. Contacts vith interc;overm;lental organizations outside the United nations 
system are being maintained and expanded, ir: order to ensure these organizations' 
full participation in preparations for the Conference in accordance with the 
relevant resolutions and decisions of the General Assembly, the Economic and Social 
Council and the Preparatory Committee. The follOI·rinc; cites but three examples of 
action ta}:en in respect of preparations for the Conference b~r intergovernmental 
organizations. 

37. The Ninth Islm11ic Conference of Foreisn llinisters, held at Dakar in 
April 1978, decided to convene a scientific conference of its member States in 
order to draft a conm1on position paper for presentation to the Conference (see 
A/33/151, annex III, 8). 

38. Furthermore, in accordance lvith the spirit of decision 1 (I) of the 
Preparatory Committee at its first session, '!!) it vras decided at the Conference 

'!!) Ib_id. c Thirty-second Session, Supplement ITo. 43 (A/32/43), annex II. 
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of l~nisters for Foreign Affairs of Non-Aligned Countries, held at Belgrade in 
July 1978, that a meeting of representatives of all developing countries should 
take place in the period betueen the fourth session of the Preparatory Committee 
and the Conference itself, the purpose of the meeting being to adopt a common 
position on substantive issues that 1rill be raised at Vienna (A/33/206, annex I, 
para. 195 (k) and annex II, para. 22). 

39. Also, in accordance with resolution 2023 (LXI) of the Economic and Social 
Council, the Latin American Economic System, at a meeting held at r1ontevideo on 
the occasion of the resumed session of the ECLA regional meeting, exaHined the 
implications of the Latin American contribution to the Conference. 

VII. CO-OPERATION HITH NON·~GOVERNl'IErJTAL OTIGANIZATIONS 
AND THr: SCIENTIFIC AND TECHNOLOGICAL Cm'iJ'1UNITIES 

40. The Secretary-General of the Conference continues to promote co-operation with 
the scientific and technological communities at the national, regional and c;lobal 
levels by participating in appropriate governmental and non-governmental meetings, 
bilateral discussions and briefings and by making documentation and information 
material available to interested individuals and organizations. 

41. In order to encourage the involvement of those organizations that may be in a 
position to contribute constructively to the Conference in accordance -vrith 
paragraph 13 of General Assembly resolution 31/184, the secretariat of the 
Conference maintains a close 1rorking relationship -vri th the Conference on 
Non~c;overnmental Organizations in Consultative Status with the Economic and Social 
Council (CONGO). The CONGO Committee on Science and Technology for Development 
is currently arranc;ing for relevant activities to take place concurrently -vrith the 
third and fourth sessions of the Preparatory Committee and Hith the Conference 
itself. Representatives of the Secretary-General of the Conference attended a 
Heeting convened by CONGO at United Nations Headquarters from 25 to 
29 September 1978. This body has prepared a paper giving its comments on the 
outline of the programme of action for circulation -co the Preparatory Committee 
at its third session. 

42. The Secretary-General of the Conference is represented at a symposium 
organized by a consortium of 19 international scientific organizations, convened 
by the International Council of Scientific Unions on the subject of science and 
technology for development, being held at Singapore from 22 to 26 January 1979. 

43. Another meeting -vrill be held early in 1979, in Africa under the auspices of 
the Department of Technical Co-operation for Development of the United Nations 
Secretariat. Others have taken place or shall take place in Jamaica, organized by 
the International Institute for Environment and Development, and at Hexico City 
under the auspices of the Advisory Coro~ittee on the Application of Science and 
Technology to Development vlith the support of El Colegio de Hexico and ,,rith the 
co-operation of the National Conunittee for Science and Technology. 
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44. In a number of other instances, Governments are encouraging the involvement 
of the scientific and technological communities in the Conference. For example, 
the State Committee of the Council of !Iinisters for Science and Technology of the 
Union of Soviet Socialist Tiepublics sponsored an international symposimn on 
Trends and Prospects in Development of Science and Technology and their Impact 
on the Solution of Contem1>orary Global Probler.1s at Tallin, USSI\, from 8 to 
12 J'"nuary 19(9. 

45. In addition, the secretariat of the Conference naintains close contact uith 
officials of the Vienna Institute for Development, the focus for non-governmental 
activity in the host country. 

VIII. SCIENCE _1\IJD T:CCHNOLOGY AND TH:C FUTURC ( ITEII 4 
OF THI; PROVISIONAL AGEI1DA OF TH:r:; COITii'EI\ElJCE) 

46. A number of authors are novr preparing contributions to the experts' report 
called for under item 4 of the provisional agenda of the Conference, according 
to the c;eneral cuiclelines for the report as agreed upon at a meeting of experts 
held e,t Geneva from 21 to 25 november 1977. These contributions, uhen 
consolidated, Hill form the major part of the report itself. 1\.rrangements are 
also being made, at present 9 for the preparation of a shorter paper providing an 
overvieu of the issues involved to form part of the expert c;roup's report. 

47. A number of meetings convened by Governments or non--c:~overnmental 
orc;anizations, and referred to in the present document, Hill concern themselves 
uith the subject-matter of Conference ae;enda item 4, and the Secretary~General of 
the Conference expects that reports from these meetings uill be available at the 
time of the ConfereY'ce. They uill also be considered as contributions to the 
discussion of the issues involved under this agenda iteB. Such reports >rill not 
form an integral part of the report of the expert group itself, but it is intended 
that summaries of them should be appended to the expert group report. 

48. An advisory conmittee made up of an illustrative secment of the pr0ductive 
sector from a broad spectrmn of countries has been established and is preparing 
a report outlining the vievrs of that sector on the questions involved in item 4: 
it is intended that the advisory committee 1 s report 1-lill be available at the time 
of the Conference and a summary uill be appended to the experts 1 report on 
ac;enda i teru 4. 

49. Arrangements are also beinc made for a similar contribution from orc;anizecl 
labour for the documentation to be presented to the Conference under this ac:encla 
item. 
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Annex I 

'~CO~·TOTUC _1\J'JD SOCIAL COUNCIL R'~SOLUTIO'T 1978/70, 
E~TTITL:SD 'SCE~TCE A~T'J TECE":OLOGY" 

The ~conomic and Social Council, 

Annex I 
Par:e l 

Recallinrr General Assembly resolution 3201 (S-VI) and 3202 (:3-VI) of l :~ay 1974 
containinr- the Declaration and the Prop;ram:me of 1\ction on the :Cstablish""!.ent of a :Telr 
International Economic Order, 3281 (XXIX) of 12 Dcc<=mber 1974 containing the Cl;.arter 
of :economic Rir:hts and Duties of States, and 33G2 (S-VII) of l·) September 1975 on 
development and international economic co~operation, also General ~ssembly 
resolutions 32/115 and 32/184 of 15 and 19 December 1977, respectively, 

2ecallinr; also Council resolutions 2028 (LXI) and 2035 (LXI) of 4 August 1976, 
which concern in particular the preparatory arrangE::rn.ents for the UnitE::d ~lations 
Conference on Science and Technology for Development, and Council resolution 
2123 (L:GII) of 4 August 1977 referring to the co ·ordination of the >·rork of the 
Preparatory Committee for the United Nations Conference on Science and TechnolOI!,Y 
for Development, 

Bearing i':l mind the need for greater co-ordination amonn; the specialized 
agencies and bodies of the United <\Jations system concE::rned, l·rith a vie>.r to 
determininr.: the necessary operational and institutional links betvreen science, 
technology and development, within the contE::xt of the =TeF International Econm~.ic 
Order., 

1. Takes note of the report of the Secretary-General on the state of 
preparations for the United nations Conference on Science and Technology for 
DevelorJment ; ~ 

2. Urr;es all specialized agencies and other bodies concerned in ~he United 
~Tat ions system, and also organizations out side the system, to ensure th:J.t the 
documents required for the future sessions of the Preparatory Committee for the 
United 'Tations Conference on Science and Technology for Development and for the 
Conference itself contain clear and specific recow~endations, and that their efforts 
are effectively co-ordinated, in order to make the best use of available resources 
tm.rards attaininp; the goals of the Conference; 

3. T-te!luests the Prenaratory ConLrnittee at its third session to ,n;ive careful 
consideration to the substantive issues, and particularly to the draft progrm~e of 
action which will be dealt with by the Conference, bearing in mind the principles 
of the TTe-.;·r International ::=conomic Order; 

~ E/1978/82. I 0 •• 
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4. Requests the Secretary-General of the United Nations Conference on Science 
and Technology for Development: 

(a) To complete work as soon as possible on the documentation requested ln 
resolution 4 (II) adopted by the Preparatory Committee at its second session; b/ 

(b) To transmit the docQmentation to the national focal points for 
consideration by Governments, in order to facilitate preparations for the third 
session of the Preparatory Committee; 

(c) To convey the draft outline of the pro{\ramme of action to the General 
'\.ssembly at its thirty-third session for consideration, together >:-ri th the 
Secretary-General's progress report, under item 70 of the Assembly's provisional 
agenda for that session; 

5. Requests the Secretary-General of the Conference to arrange consultations 
with the Bureau of the Preparatory Committee and interested dele~ations during the 
thirty-third session of the General Assembly, in accordance with Council resolution 
2123 (LXIII), in order to maintain the momentQ~ of the preparatory process and to 
take steps to ensure the participation of the specialized agencies and organizations 
concerned. 

b/ See Official Records of the General Assembly, Thirty·-third Session, 
Suppl;ment No. 43 (A/33/43), annex I. 

I ... 
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Annex II 

DRAFT RESOLUTIO~T ADOPTI:;D BY THE SECOND CGr1IHTTEE OF THE G:.<::NERAL 
ASSD1BLY AT ITS THIRTY~THIRD S:':::SSIOIJ, TITTITLED nu~TITED NATIO~m 
CONF'.':RETIJCE ON SCIEnCE liND TECHNOLOGY FOR DEVELOPH:::~:l'TT ;1 (A/ 33/516) 

The General Assembly, 

Recallinr; its resolutions 3201 (S-VI) and 3202 (S-VI) of l May 1974, contabing 
the Declaration and the Programme of Action on the Establis}l..ment of a T'!ew 
International Economic Order and its resolution 3281 (XXIX) of 12 December 1974 
containing the Charter of Economic Ri~hts and Duties of States, 

Recalling further section III, paragraph 7, of its resolution 3362 (S-VII) of 
16 Se-ptember 1975, in uhich it decided that a United Nations Conference on Science 
and Technology for Develo-pment vrould be held in 1978 or 1979, 

Recalling its resolutions 31/184 of 21 December 1976, 32/115 of 
15 December 1977 and 32/184 of 19 December 1977, 

Bearing in mind ~conomic and Social Council resolutions 2028 (LXI) and 
2035 ~LXI) of 4 August 1976 and 1978/70 of 4 August 1978, 

Takin,o: note of the report of the second session of the Preparatory Committee 
for the United nations Conference on Science and Technology for Develo-pment, .eJ 

Taking note also of the progress report of the Secretary-General on the 
Conference preparations b/ including its annex as well as of the draft outline of 
the program~e of action,-£/ 

Having in mind the recommendation of the Preparatory Corrnnittee concernins the 
date of the convening of the Conference, 

1. Decides that the Conference will be held from 20 to 31 August 1979 at 
Vienna; 

2. Dequests the Secretary-General of the Conference for submission to the 
third session of the Preparatory Com~ittee and for its consideration: 

(a) To update the draft outline of the progrrnlli~e of action £1 consolidating 
recorrnnendat ions nut fonrard by Governments at the national and regional lev~;;ls by 
incorporating those which have not yet been included; 

a/ Official Records of the General Assembly, Thirty-third Session, 
Sunpl;ment No. 43 (A/33/43 and Corr.l). 

b/ A/33/298. 

c/ A/33/303 and Add.l. 

/ ... 
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(b) To prepare a preliminary draft pro,o;ramme of action containing, on the 
basis of an a11alysis of the information contained in the document mentioned above, 
a theoretical and conceptual frame-vrorl: OiDd recommendations for concrete measu:::-es 
for action at the national, subrec:ional~ regional, interren;ional and international 
levels covering the items of the agenda of the Conference and, in particular, the 
developEtent, adaptation, application and transfer of science and technology for 
development of developing countries, in order to facilitate neg;otiation and 
achieveme!'.t of maximum possible agree1'11ent on substantive issues, prior to the 
Conference; 

(c) To prepare a report on the possible alternatives for the final structures 
of the draft progra~me of action to be submitted to the Conference; 

(d) 'l;o prepare a synoptic table classifyine; reco~mendations into those tha~t 
are common to all regions 9 those that are co~mon to some regions, and those that are 
specific to one re~ion, with the indication of their origin; 

3. Requests the Secretary-General of the Conference to submit to the fourth 
session of the Preparatory Committee a supplement to ,~OvervieH of activities of 
or,n;ans, organizations and progr~-mes of the United Nations system" (A/CO~TF. 81/PC/19) 
analysin,s outputs, c;aps and/or overlap of present United nations activities in the 
area of science and technoloe;y for development as a back,sround document for the 
consideration of the draft pror';ramme of action, bearing in mind the vie-vrs expressed 
by the Co~mittee for Progrru~me and Co-ordination at its eighteenth session; 

4. Urges the ':::xecutive Secreta:cy of the Economic Co~mission for lc~tin 1\.rnerica 
to submit to the Conference secretariat., if possible by 15 December 1978, the 
conceptual and action-oriented proposals from the Latin ~merican ~egional l1eeting; 

5. Requests the Secretary-General of the Conference to make all efforts to 
ensure the early availability to Governments for their timely consideration the 
documents requested in paragraph 2 above prior to the convening of the third session 
of the PreParatory Committee; 

6. Decides, in view of the time constraints and of the desirability of 
reaching maximum. ac;reement on substantive issues before tlle convening of the 
Conference, that necessary facilities should be provided to enable the Preparatory 
Col1Lmittee if it so decides to hold a further meetine; or to extend the duration of 
its currently scheduled meetings; 

1. Requests the Secretary-General to ensure that the necessary arrangements, 
including the requisite financial provisions, are made for the continuation of 
national, regional and interregional preparations for the Conference includin~ a 
meetin~ of the developing countries, members of the Group of 77; 

8. Invites the re{!;ional co~missions as 1rell as other concerned orr;ans of the 
United ~Tat ions, the specialized agencies and the International 1\.tomic Enere:y Agency 

I ... 
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to continue to give full support to the Secretary--General of the Conference in the 
preparatory 1wrk for the Conference; 

9. Endorses the decision of the Preparatory Committee at its second session 
to include ~rabic as an official language of the Preparatory Committee. d/ 

d/ Official Records of the General Assembly, Thirty--third Session, 
Suppl;ment l'To. 43 (A/33/43) ~ para. 83. -




