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DOCUMENT A/CONF.62/110

Note by the President on the programme of work

1. The Collegium met on 16 March 1981 in order to con-
sider the programme of work of the Conference at this session
and the members were unanimous in making the following
recommendations to the General Committee. The Collegium
used as the basis of its work the programme of work pre-
sented by the late President in document A/CONF.62/BUR. 13/
Rev.l of 28 August 1980. The programme of work contained
in that document was based upon the recommendations of the
General Committee adopted at its 58th meeting and considered
by the Conference at the 141st plenary meeting.2

2. According to that document, there were four matters
which should be taken up by this session. The first concerns
the work of the Drafting Committee.

3. The Drafting Committee has carried out a very substan-
tial amount of work at its meetings held between 9 January
and 27 February 1981. A large volume of documentation was
prepared and considered during these meetings. The initial
consideration of this documentation by the language groups
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2 See Official Records of the Third Untied Nations Conference on
the Law of the Sea, vol. XIV (United Nations publication, Sales
No. E.82.V.2).

was followed by its consideration at meetings of the co-
ordinators of the language groups and finally by the Drafting
Committee itself. The report of the Drafting Committee,
based on these three levels of meetings, is available as Confer-
ence document A/CONF.62/L.67/Rev.l and its addenda. The
Drafting Committee has completed a first reading, article by
article, of those parts of the draft convention falling within the
mandate of the Second and Third Committees. The review of
Part XI has commenced in the language groups. The Drafting
Committee has not yet had the opportunity to examine those
parts of the draft convention falling within the mandate of
the informal plenary meetings.

4. The first recommendation of the Collegium to the
General Committee is that the Drafting Committee, at one of
the three levels, should be given Conference facilities to meet
half a day, every day. The Drafting Committee will continue
its examination of Part XI. Thereafter, it will turn to examine
those parts of the draft convention falling within the mandate
of the informal plenary Conference.

5. The second recommendation of the Collegium concerns
the manner in which the recommendations of the Drafting
Committee, affecting those parts of the draft convention fall-
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ing within the mandate of the Committees, should be pro-
cessed. The Collegium was unanimous in recommending that
the recommendations of the Drafting Committee should be
considered in plenary Conference and not in the Committees.
This was felt to be desirable in order to prevent the lack of har-
monization and co-ordination that could result from the pro-
cess of examining these recommendations. The Collegium has,
however, recommended that when they met in plenary session
to examine the recommendations of the Drafting Committee
affecting the mandate of the three Committees, the Chair-
man of the relevant Committee as well as the Chairman of
the Drafting Committee should sit on the podium with the
President.

6. The remaining question referred to in document A/
CONF.62/BUR.13/Rev.l is the question of the participation
clause. It is recommended that this question should be taken
up in plenary Conference when the plenary has disposed of the
recommendations of the Drafting Committee now before the
Conference.

7. The third question concerns the Preparatory Commis-
sion. This question has, in the past, been dealt with in the
plenary Conference. There is, however, a very close interrela-
tionship between this question and the provisions of Part XI.
For this reason, it is recommended that a general discus-
sion of the Preparatory Commission should, in the first
instance, take place in the First Committee. At a later stage,
the question of the Preparatory Commission will be consid-
ered at joint meetings of the plenary Conference and the First
Committee under the co-chairmanship of the President and
the Chairman of the First Committee.

8. The fourth question concerns the treatment to be
accorded to the preparatory investments made before the con-
vention enters into force. The Chairman of the First Commit-

tee informed the Collegium that in view of the uncertain atti-
tude of the delegation of the United States towards the draft
convention in general, and towards Part XI in particular, the
Group of 77 has informed him that it is not prepared to negoti-
ate this question until the attitude of the United States delega-
tion towards Part XI is clarified. In view of this, therefore, no
recommendation is made concerning this question.

9. The Collegium took note of the fact that the two
interest groups, led respectively by Ireland and Spain, on the
question of delimitation of maritime boundaries between
States with opposite or adjacent coasts, would like to meet
during this session in order to continue their consultations. It
is, therefore, recommended that conference facilities be made
available to the two interest groups for this purpose, and it is
hoped that the consultations between these two will lead to a
successful conclusion at this session.

10. The President will be meeting with the Chairmen of the
three Committees and the Chairman of the Drafting Commit-
tee in order to draw up a time-table for work during the week
of 16-20 March and the next week, which will be made avail-
able to the Conference on 17 March.

11. Following the consultations of the President with the
Chairmen of the five regional groups, it was agreed that the
plenary Conference will hold a Memorial meeting on Tuesday,
17 March, at 10.30 a.m. in order to pay tribute to the memory
of Mr. Amerasinghe, first President of the Conference. It was
also agreed that the speakers will be limited to representatives
of the regional groups, the host country and the Special Repre-
sentative of the Secretary-General.

12. The plenary Conference will meet in the afternoon of
17 March to consider the recommendations of the General
Committee concerning the programme of work for the tenth
session.
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