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The meeting was called to order at 11 a.m,

AGEDA IT 07 78:  OFTFICEH OF TINY UdTTED HATIONS 111G COIRIINSIONTR FOR RITFUGEES :
NEPOR OF W17 TICT CONTIISH O (cpnzipqg 1) (A/35/3/430.21, A/35/12 and Add.1,
A/BS/G5, 730 8h 1Sk, 160, 239, 255, 275, 202, 320, 353, 35k, 37, Wh1, k5T, LGO,
seh A/C.3/35/L.07, L.51. 0.

AGUUDA IT% . 12+ RUPORT OF TINC LCOOMIC AMD SOCIAL COUIICIL (continued) (A/35/1h9.
303, 300 and Corr.l 3. A/35/h09, k1o, 502, €0G: A/C.3/35/L.15/Rev.1, L.LW6/Rev.1,
LS, noho o 1,50)

1. Hr. UWDOQ.(Hunﬁary) suid that the report of the United Mations Hirh
Coisiissioner for Refucees (A/25/12) presented a couplete picture of the situation
of refureces and disnlaced persons all over the vorld. The refusee problem had
becone more severe after recent events in several continents. At the same time,
there had been sore Tortuncte develomments. such as the nositive change in Zimbabwe,
vhich vould undoubtedly helr to brins a satisfactory solution of the problem of
refusees in Afvica., the cortinent where wost refusees were found. His delegation
was conceious of the grovirs role of the Office of the Iish Commissioner (UWHCR) in
dealiny; with the »nroblem as woll as the possible organizctional implications
resulting from the ~rowth c¢f that role. Althoush it was obvious that the refugee
situation stermed Trom oT tical causes, U.TICTR should concentrate strictly on the
humenitarian and social asrects of its actions. His delegation appreciated the
worlz of UWIICR 211 the uore because it was attempting to malie a humanitarian
contribution, in very political circumstancesy to the easing of the difficulties
confronting millions of refuzees throurhout the world.

2. The vhenomenon of refucrees resulted as much from natural disasters as from
human action. cnd the United Mations should use prudence and roderation in
identifying the causes of marticular events. Common sense and realism demanded an
ovoidence of unduly simplistic and catecorical generalizations and speculations.

Tor exsnple. the revwort had mentioned 150,000 annuchean refugees vho had sought
asylun in Viet Ham until th: end of 1076, In order to understand the events vhich
l1ad occurred in thot part of the world, and especially to offer a renedy for its
troubles, it vould be necessary to look beyond the comfortable horizons of easy
solutions, to see reality and attempt to take into account all the Tactors which hed
1cd to the current situation. Unfortunately, the Tampucheans in Viet ilam were
hardly ever mentioned, for wo speal of them would evolie the reasons for theiv
exodus, and the repatriction of most of them in 1979 would not fit the political
rane vhich some countries apparently still intended to play in Indo-China. In spite
of esteblished facts. some did not hesitate to dewmict the situation in Kampuchea as
continually det erlorutlnr and obstinotely closed their cyes to the daily realities
of that country. Such en asltitude only exacerbated nassions and prevented the
eventual restoration of external and internal conditions which would nalre possible
the retwn of those vho had left their country.

3. The wnderlying politicecl causes of the refugee problem nust not be forgotten.
3o long oo there vas injustice, racial discrimination, religious intolerance,
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xploitation, foreign interference, aggression, occupation or onpression of national
liberation novements. there would clways be refugees. The taslk of the United
Jations was to take up the challenge, to try to male the nrecarious conditions of
refusees and displaced persons rore bearable and facilitate the satisfaction of
their basic needs.

L. Mr. SALTY (Banzladesh) said thet his delesation attached particular importance
to the agenda itern relating to refugees. In the recent past, Bangsladesh had
provided shelter to nany displaced, uprooted and homeless persons., including Duriese
refusees, In a spirit of co-operation, friendship and food-neighbourliness, the
Governments of Bangladesh and Durnma had concluded an agreement paving the way for
the voluntary revatriation of the refurees, and the lest Burnese refugee who had
telen shelter in Bangladesh had left for hoie in Decenber 1970. Voluntary
repatriation vas the mnost effective and astural way to deal with the humanitarian
problen of refusees. lic exnressed his delegation’s sratitude to UTICR snd other
roens of the United Mations systen for hielping the Governments of Doangladesh and
Duriva in their efforts to alleviate the sufferings of homeless men. woren and
children.

5. Hundreds of thousands of Africans had been (dispossessed by the brutal apartheid
récine and forced to seek shelter in neighbouring countries in quest of freedom.

A major event in the international effort to deal with the refugee problem in Africa
at the regional level had been the holding of the Arusha Conference on the Situation
of Refusees in Africa, vhich had reaffirmed a number of fundamental principles
concerniig the treatment of refusees and asylum seekers. It was gratifying to note
that the recormendations of the Arusha Conference had been approved by the Heads of
State and Government of the Orjanization of African Unity at Monrovie in July 1979.
UITHCR should direct more of its efforts tovrards the continent of Africa, the home

of the larsest nwiber of refusees in the world.

6. During the period under review, the refuree situation in South -Hcst Asia had
been agnsravated and a new refugee situation had been created in Pakistan. Iis
dele-ntion wished to apneal to the international community for o speedy resettleuent
of the refugees or for creating the necessary conditions for their return to their
own country. The sudden influx of refugees into a developing country nosed a
serious problem, strainin~ its limited resources and hampering its develorment
activities. Ilis dclegation shared the concern of the [lizh Comaissioner over the
problens of asylum. nrevention of refoulement, and protection of the refurces’

hwicn richts, especially in those areas vhere severe infringements had talen nlace.
It was of vital importance that UWICR should pursue the hunanitarisn objectives of
its nandote. Individual Govermnents also must talke it upon themselves, in a spirit
of co-operation and good-neishbourliness, to enter into agreements for solving the
probloms of refusees. It was the duty of every State to protect minorities and
ensure their full security. All States vere nrecluded under international law from
forcibly expelling any of their citizens and must avoid any action vhich might
vesult in the fleeing of nationals into a foreign country. A durable settlement of
the refusee problem could not be achieved unless the international cormunity
adiressed itself to its underlyins causes. The two conponents of the refugee

[un.
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problem -~ humanitarian and political -~ were indivisible. Priority should therefore
be given to finding a political solution for the existing differences between
nations, in conformity with the United Nations Charter.

7. Miss CAO-PINNA (Italy, recalled the High Commissioner's comment that UNHCR,
whose efforts had been initially concentrated in a few well-defined geographical
areas, mainly in Furope, had grown into a universal organization ccncerned with

10 million people., Wotwitkstanding some positive developments in recent months,

the refugee problem was likely to grow worse in the near future. The international
community should therefore make renewed and committed efforts to foresee possible
emergency situations and to respond to them immediately and effectively. The human
tragedy of millions of refugees and persons displaced as a result of man-made
disasters was rooted in political events connected with violations of human rights.
The importance of that link in defining the international community's policy towards
the victins of such violations should not be underestimated. Her delegation fully
concurred with the Fxecutivz Committee of the Programme of the High Commissioner in
its conviction that the humin and social aspects of emergencies involving refugees
must be kept separate from Jnited Nations activities concerned with the political
causes of such emergencies. However, that was room in all appropriate United Nutions
forums for political action., In other words, parallel efforts should be made in
both directions, political and humenitarian.

8. As a member of the Executive Committee, Italy had noted that during its last
session there had been broad participation by Member States and observers,

United Nations programmes and specialized agencies, intergovernmental organizations
and African national congresises. There was universal concern within the
international community over the plight of the refugees; however, most of one entire
region continued to be absent from the Executive Committee's work and from
participation in the purely humanitarian action of UNHCR. Her delegation hoped that
a time would come when humar solidarity with those who had borne the consequences

of political conflict would become really universal.

9. The question of co-ordinating the international action carried on by the
United Nations system and ncn-governmental organizations was very complex. It
included co-ordination of emergency assistance, which required a high degree of
speed, flexibility and effectiveness, and co-ordination of large-scale voluntary
revatriation, which required supportive measures at the reception, initial relief
and rehabilitation stages. Consultations were taking place with regard to the
co-ordination of emergency assistance, since neither UNHCR nor the specialized
agencies had initially been conceived as organizations entrusted with large-scale
opercticns.

10. The possible hazards of any further expansion of the operational structure of
UNHCR must be taken into account. Her delegation agreed with the view expressed by
the representative of Sweden that in many cases the best co-ordinator in the field
might well prove to be neither United Nations agencies nor donor Governments but
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the receiving country. Co-ordination of emergency assistance might well be
achieved, in some cases through co-operative efforts of the United Nations and
experienced voluntary organizations. The co-~ordination of large-scale repatriation
efforts required the participation of all States in the regions concerned as well
as that of UNHCR, Her delegation wished to commend the African Governments for
having assumed heavy commitments in that direction. Appropriate initiatives at the
regional level were the most valid initial response to the search for soluticns to
the problem of large-scale voluntary repatriation of refugees.

11. Ttaly attached primary importance to the implementation of all instruments
relating to the international protection of refugees and was deeply concerned over
numerous infringements of international stendards on the principles of asylum and
non-refoulement.

12. Mr. Nordenfeld (Sweden) took the Chair.

13. Mr. von TRESKOW (Federal Republic of Germany) said that the High Commissioner,
in carrying out his global activities to provide assistance for refugees, had met
with particular understanding in the Federal Republic of Ceriony., which, becausc of
its own sorrowful experience with such problems, had a deep sympathy with the fate
of the refugees, Since the catastrophic situation in Europe following the Second
World War, the refugee problem had become world-wide, and its weight had shifted
especially to the third world. Some 37 countries had been identified as sources of
refugee movements, and the global refugee population totalled some 10 to 12 million
people. After the tragic events of recent years in Indo-China and Afghanistan,
Africa had taken the lead in refugee movements. The same attention that the
international community had paid to the situation in Asia would have to be directed
towards the plight of millions of refugees in Africa. Latin America also continued
to be of concern with regard to present and possible future refugee movements.

14. His Government had taken the initiative in the General Assembly in urging
international co-operation to avert new refugee flows. It was the responsibility
of the United Nations to take the necessary measures within the framework of a
common policy. His delegation was pleased that the Special Political Committee
was going to consider that proposal. His Government had done and would continue to
do its utmost to provide all possible support for the work of the High
Commissioner. However, more humanitarian aid was needed, not simply out of
sympathy for the refugees but because all Governments had a political and social
responsibility to bear. Appeals for more aid should be heard particularly by
those who were responsible for some of the present grave situations and who had
the economic capacity to increase their assistance to UNHCR.

15. His delegation wished to congratulate the High Commissioner on the outstanding
work he and his Office had done in the past year and the results of their efforts,
which were felt by millions of homeless people. But there was, of course, no
institution that could not be improved. The High Commissioner was working in the
direction of adapting his organization and operations to the new challenges he had
described in his opening statement. Another administrative problem which could

[eoe
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not be solved by the Organization alone was how the administrative costs relating to
UMHCR's activities should te apportioned between the United Nations regular budget
and UNHCR's voluntary funds. It was difficult both for parliaments and for the

many private contributors to understand that a large part of the rcney provided
voluntarily for general or special programmes was used not directly to alleviate the
fate of the refugees but for administrative purposes. The importeant gquestion of
co-ordination between different humenitarian activities was complicated by the
differences existing in refugee movements and would be the subject of a study. based
on a Swedish initiative, to be undertaken by the Secretary-General at the request of
the Economic and Social Council. His delegation hoped that it would be possible

to find a method which left each organization its own responsibility according to
its owm statutes, but which at the same time guaranteed the highest efficiency in
helping the refugees. All =fforts to widen and deepen such contacts aimed at
cnabling Governments to follow UNHCR's activities and plans for future activities
more closely should be encoiraged. Governments should adopt a dual strategy in
their attempts to alleviate and, if possible, to prevent the plight of refugees:
they should try to identify the causes of refugee movements and to find political
remedies, and at the same time they should give increased support to the

High Commissioner and his 0:°fice in carrying out their task.

16, Mr. JAVI (Zimbabwe) said that the proclamation of Zimbabwe's independence had
brought to an end a long and bitler struggle which had cost thousands of human

lives and severely disrupted the country's economy. Nearly 1 million peovle had
been displaced. A third of them had found asylum in lozambique, Zambia and
Botswana; of the remaining two thirds, some had found refuge in the towns as
squatters, but the majority had been herded like animals into the so-called
"protected villages". Tollowing the so-called unilateral declaration of
independence in 1965, a gross affront to the rcble and just political aspirations of
the black mejority, the Ian Smith régime had introduced an arsenal of draconian

laws denying blacks politicel expression or any meaningful participation in the
country's econcmic planning and development and relegating them to tribal trust
lands. After 1972, with the intensification of armed struggle, even more repressive
laws had been enacted and had been accompanied by the indiscriminate slaughter of
innocent civilians, savage torture, arbitrary detenticn without trial and the
looting and burning of crops. The flow of refugees to neighbouring countries had
steadily increased until the signing of the Lancaster House agreement in

December 1979. That agreement had marked the beginning of the repatriation of the
refugees to enjoy a secure life under their owm elected Government.

17. Zimbabwe was deeply indsbted to UNHCR, which had played an indispensable part
in accormodating the refugees and alleviating the refuges problem during the war.
Substantial assistance, amouiting to sbout %15 million in 1979, had been extended %o
refugees in Mozembique, Zambia and Botswana for a number of purposes, and a variety
of items, including food supilies from the World Food Programme, had been made
svailable to rural settlemen:s, Assistance had been provided for educational
centres and refugee transit centres and funds had been made available to Zimbabwean
student refugees to enable them to continue their studies.

/..
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18. At the time of the signing of the Lancaster House agreement there had been over
200,000 refugees - 23,000 of them in Botswana, 160,000 in Mozambique and 60,000 in
Zambia. During the interim administration of the country by the United Kingdom,
UNHCR had co-ordinated the international effort to assist in the repatriation of
Zimbabwean refugees, and the High Commissioner had issued an appeal to the
international community for $22 million. That appeal did not cover reinstallation
and reconstruction, which were considered a matter for discussion and decision by
the independent Government. By the time of independence, UNHCR had assisted in the
repatriation of over 33,430 refugees. The interim régime had complicated the
operation by restricting the number of males of "military age™ and by detaining and
torturing some of the refugees, although the situation had improved slightly after
the intervention of the UNHCR chargé de mission at Salisbury. The second phase of
the repatriation had begun after the elections and the flow of refugees back into
the country had increased substantially.

19. In addition to the problem of repatriating refugees from neighbouring countries,
the new Government was confronted by the problem of rehabilitating a large number of
citizens who had been displaced during the hostilities. The task was made even more
difficult by the fact that homes and essential infrastructure had been destroyed and
needed to be rebuilt as a matter of priority. In March 1980, at the request of the
Prime Minister, the High Commissioner had drawn up a programme for the resettlement
and rehabilitation of refugees and displaced persons. The programme involved the
transportation of displaced persons to their homes, help in rebuilding and
re-equipping their homes and in farming and education, and also rural reconstruction
in the areas in which refugees and displaced persons were being settled. The
estimated cost of the programme for the initial one-year period was $110 million for
non-food items and $30 million in food, and an international appeal for funds had
been launched in 1980 by UNHCR. The response to the appeal had been encouraging,
and approximately $19.3 million had been contributed through UNHCR by the end of
September. In addition, $81.5 million had been pledged or contributed bilaterally
in grants or soft loans. Thus far, very little food or pledges for the food
programmes had been received.

20. His delegation was grateful to all the nations and organizations which had
contributed to the programme and to UNHCR for its efficiency in co-ordinating the
programme and launching appeals for assistance. It appealed to all Governments to
continue to support UNHCR to enable it to carry out its work in all areas in which
refugees lived.

21. Mr. SUONG (Democratic Kampuchea) said that the refugee problem was a source of
deep concern to the international community. The repercussions in the political,
economic and social fields posed particular problems for the countries of first
asylum, particularly those situated near hotbeds of tension and war, which deserved
the full understanding and assistance of the international community. They included
countries such as Somalia, the Sudan, Djibouti, PaKistan and Thailand, which, in
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addition to their already difficult development problems, had the responsibility of
receiving increasingly larg: numbers of refugees. In Somelia there were over

1 million refugees, with 1,)00 more arriving every day, and their presence
constituted a factor for social, economic and political destabilization which was
being deliberately manipula:ed by the enemies of Somalia'‘'s independence and
territorial integrity. In PPakistan, thousands of Afghan refugees were continuing to
arrive, fleeing the massacres and famine resulting from the invasion of their
country by over 100,000 Sov:.et soldiers, and the Power now occupying Afghanistan was
using that flood of refugees to destabilize Pakistan. Democratic Kampuchea was a
victim of the war of aggression and genocide waged by the Vietnamese regional
expansionists, and almost a’l of its population had been reduced to the status of
refugees outside and inside the country. He declared his country's solidarity with
Somalia, Pakistan, the Sudarn and Djibouti and called upon the international
community to increase its aid and support to those countries.

22. In 1979 the world had been appalled by the tragedy of the "boat people™; over
1 million Vietnamese refugees had fled to escape repression, racial discrimination
and conscription as cannon fodder for the Hanoi authorities' policy of aggression
and expansion. Although their numbers had now diminished, they continued to pose
serious problems for the countries of South-East Asia. With the occupation of
Kampuchea by the Vietnamese forces, additional thousands of Vietnamese, the 'wheel
people", had fled across Karpuchea to seek refuge in Thailand. Besides the
Vietnamese refugees, Thailand had already received about 300,000 Laotian refugees,
or one tenth of the population of Laos, fleeing from Hanoi'‘s oppression and
colonialist domination of their country, which since 1977 had been no more than a
Vietnamese province.

23. The problem of Kampucheans who had become refugees through the invasion and
occupation of Kampuchea by the Vietnamese forces continued to be tragic. There were
over 170,000 Kampucheans in Thailand, 200,000 other refugees in camps near the Thai-
Kampuchean border and 1,500,000 Kampucheans fleeing from enemy-occupied zones to
escape massacre and famine and now living in the frontier regions in the western
part of Kampuchea. That famine was the result of a deliberate policy which,
together with mass murder anil the use of chemical weapons, was part of the
systematic and genocidal plan of the Hanoi authorities to break down the resistance
of the people of Kampuchea. Of the millions of Kampucheans who had become refugees
in their own country in thei:rr flight from enemy raids and combat areas, hundreds of
thousands, particularly children and old people, were dying. The Vietnamese attempt
to exterminate an entire nat:ion had led to immeasurable suffering for the Kampuchean
people and appalled the international community.

2k, His delegation was deep.y grateful to all donor countries, specialized agencies
and other international humanitarian bodies which had helped the people of
Kampuchea, and to all representatives in the Committee who had expressed sympathy
and solidarity with the tragic fate of that people, Victim of the greatest war
criminals since Hitler. He elso expressed deep gratitude to the people and
Government of Thailand, whose consistent humanitarian policy had enabled assistance
from donor countries to react the hundreds of thousands of Kampuchean refugees in
Thailand and in the areas under the control of the Government of Democratic

/...
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Kampuchea. The concern shown by Thailand contrasted sharply with the sorded
manoeuvres of the Vietnamese occupiers who were continuing to divert nearly all
international humanitarian assistance to their occupation army. The Foreign
Minister of Democratic Kampuchea had drawn attention to that situation in his
memorandum of 8 September 1980 (A/35/457). The amount of assistance sent now
totalled over $500 million, but the bulk of it was not reaching the suffering
Kampucheans , hundreds of thousands of whom were still making long and dangerocus
journeys from the centre of the country to the Kampuchea-Thailand border to receive
meagre portions of rice to feed their starving families. Every day, in the villages
of the areas temporarily controlled by the enemy, hundreds of Kampucheans were being
deliberately starved to death by the Vietnamese occupiers. The Vietnamese military
posts captured by the national army of Democratic Kampuchea had all been found to
hold substantial supplies of international humanitarian assistance. At the same
time, the Vietnamese occupiers were engaged in manoeuvres of all kinds to close the
Kampuchea-Thailand frontier and prevent the starving population from going there to
receive assistance. They had not hesitated to resort to massacres of the population
and armed incursions into Thai territory. Many examples of Vietnamese crimes in
Kampuchea could be given. They clearly showed that the present administration at
Phnom Penh had been installed and was able to survive only because of 250,000
Vietnamese soldiers sent by the Hanoi authorities whose regional expansionist
ambitions and policy of genocide against the people of Kampuchea were well known to
the entire world.

25. The Vietnamese regional expansionists had gone so far as to ask for
international assistance amounting to $15 million to resettle in Kampuchea 300,000
so-called refugees who had returned to the country. The Foreign Minister of
Democratic Kampuchea had drawn attention to that situation in his memorandum. Thus,
the Hanoi authorities were asking the international community to help them in their
criminal attempt to colonize and annex Kampuchea. His delegation wished to urge the
United Nations and the international community not to play into the hands of the
Hanoi expansionists.

26, No lasting solution to the refugee problem in Kampuchea could be found unless
the Vietnamese occupation forces left and the people of Kampuchea regained their
fundamental national rights in accordance with General Assembly resolutions 34/22
and 35/6. Meanwhile, his delegation hoped that all peace-loving and justice-loving
countries would increase their assistance to the Kampuchean people. He reaffirmed
his Government's agreement with the proposal put forward by the ASEAN countries for
the establishment of a "safe haven zone" in Kampuchean territory along the
Kampuchean-Thal frontier, so as to enable the Kampuchean civilian population, as a
transitional measure, to receive the humanitarian assistance distributed across the
frontier. Donor countries should take the necessary steps to ensure that all aid
actually reached the people of Kampuchea by distributing that aid directly through
international humanitarian bodies or the United Nations. It was essential that no
humanitarian aid should be used by the Vietnamese occupiers to wage their war of
genocide against the Kampuchean people and to install their settlers in Kampuchea.
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27. Hr. CASCAIS (Portusal) seid it was cnuse for concern that over the past year,
the refuree situetion around the world had deteriorated. Althouch in some instances
the nass displacement of persons vas caused by accidents of nature, in most cases it
was the consequence of politicel or military action that disresarded the will of the
peoples involved and their wost fundamentel human rights. UITHCR had nmade
comendable efforts to nrovide assistonce to displaced persons in all varts of the
world and had performed its tasl: with remarkable independence in situations in vhich
delicote political connotations made purely humanitarian action difficult. Desides
nrovidinz assistance in energency situations, UTICR played a leading role in the
international protection of refugees. The 1951 United Hations Convention relating
to the Status of Refugees and the 1967 Protocol, to vhich Portugal was a party, set
the legal basis for the worlk of the High Cormissioner, and his delegation welcomed
UMIICR's efforts to pronote further accessions to those two important instruments.

23. Portusal had vrecently approved a statute for the protection of refugees,
elaborated in close co-operation with the representative of UINCR at Lisbon, vhich
laid the legal basis for sovernmental measurcs concerning assistance to refugeces
seeking asylum in Portuzal.

20. On a number of occasion: , Portugal had underlined the gravity of the mass
exodus of refurmees from Soutl-Bacst Asia, of which it had first-hand knowledge in
tmaecoo. The sensitivity of tle situation in that territory was the result of its
sriall size and its consequently limited capacity and resources. UIIICR had a
renresentative in liacao to help direct the flow of refugees receiving first asylum
there to couwatries of permanent asylum. Iivery effort was beins made to assist the
refurees arriving in Macao, and UNICR had been very helpful in those endeavours.

30. Iis Covernnent viewed the voluntary repatriation of refugees to their

countries of origin, wherever that was possible, as the sest solution to the

rerusee problem. It not only met the deepest aspirations of the refugees themselves
but also testified to the solution of the problems that had led people (o leave
their countries. Jome of the refugees that Portugal had received were nov returning
to their countries of origin, with the assistance of UINCR.

31. Portusal fully supported the work of UINICR. It would announce an increase in
its financial contribution for 1981 at the pledging conference.

2. lrs. PHIRI (Zambia) said that the increase in the number of refugees in wmany
parts of the vorld was the direct result of increasing conflicts and tensions and
had grievous consequences for the refugees themselves, their families and the
countries of asylum. Her delzmation believed that the solution lay in preventing
the causes that rave rise to refugee problems. The major cause of such conflict
and tension was the deliberatz failure on the part of those concerned to recognize
the importance of every individual's enjoyment of basic human rights, including the
right o deteruine his own destiny. .

33. Defore 19300, Zambia had had a large population of refugees, mostly from the

racist régine of South Africa and the oppressive régime of southern Rhodesia under
Tan Smith. The influx of refagees from those and other neighbouring countries had
been the result of the intransigence of régimes determined to suppress by violence

/e..
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the najority blaclk population®s lesitinate demands for the exercise of the
inalienable rirht to self-determination. The viectims had been largely old woien
ond children unable to (defend themselves asainst the police and military forces of
Smith, Vorster and Botha. Uhile the refusee population had been considerably
reduced after the indenendence of Zimbabwe, Zambia still had to deal with a refucee
problem: the intensificotion of the liberation wars in South Africa and in Ilemibia
produced on increasing nucber of refugees from those countries into Zambia.

2, Zambia's policy of humanism required it to discharge its resnonsibility of
wrelcoming refugees. However, the responsibility was an enormous one, since Zambia
had to provide services of all kinds in accordance with the principles of protection
and refurce richts. IHMany nore services vhich were not spelled out under those
rizhts had to be made available. There were immedliate needs, such as food, shelter,
clothing, health services and security, which host countries had to provide. There
were also long-term needs, such as education ané vocational training, and Zambia
vorled hard to meet those reauirements. However, Zarbia wvas a developins country,
uith serious linaitations on its capacity to meet fully and satisfactorily all the
nceds of the rerfugees.

35. Those problems had been further ag-ravated by the repeated acts of agpression
coumitted against Zambia by the racist ninority régime of Pretoria. Such acts had
been perticularly intensified between September and December 1979, when the former
ninority récime of Ian Suity, with the help of South Africa, had destroyed Tombia's
econonic infrastructure. 7The burden of taking care of refusees had increased
furcher with the bombing and destruction of refursee camps. Rescttlement activities
hac¢ to be undertaken and were still being carried out in Zambia. UHHICR had bheen
very helnful in alleviating some of the problems that arose in that connexion.

36. Zerbia realized thot with the intensification of the liberation struggle in
southern Africa, the problems of refusees would continue to escalate. It was
coainst thet background that her delegation urged the United Iations, throush UTHCR,
to give increased assistonce to Zambia in order that it mizght meet the challenger it
faced. Sinilar problems were being experienced by many countries in Africa, and
meetings had been held in an attempt to find solutions. One such meeting had been
the Conference on the Situation of Refugees in Africa, held at Arusha, United
Renublic of Tanzania, in Ilay 1979. The recommendations of that conference had been
adonted by the OAU Council of Ministers and subsequently had been endorsed by the
leads of State and Government. In that connexion, the Council of Ministers had
adopted resolution CM/Res.81h (XCV) on the situation of refugees in Africa. The
Econormic and Social Council had taken note of that resolution in its

resolution 1980/55. Her delegation was gratified to note that efforts were being
nade to implement the OAU resolution. The convening of a pledging conference for
African refugees under the auspices of the United Jations would go far towards
findin~ solutions to the pressing problems of refugees in Africe.

37. lir. PIEDONOS~-VADET (Cyprus) said that events in 1979 and 1980 had revealed the
enormity of the »roblem of refugees and displaced persons in almost every part of
the world, especially in Africa and Asia. At the sawe time, it had becone
abundantly clear that what was required was not only o better resnonse to
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fund-reising apneals but olso much better co-ordination in the field between the
various aprencies and organizations, in order to ensure better utilization of
avoilable funds, avoidance o duplication - with consequent savings in
adninistrative exnenditure -- and more effective and swift action. Cyprus welcomed
a number of initiatives talken in that direction and hoped that appropriate decisions
would be taken for the solut:on of the problem, one of the most serious facing the
vorld today.

33. Thousands of Cypriots had fled from their hcmes, abandoning all their
belonrings, followinsg the invasion of 19T4. According to established terminology,
those Cypriots were now called displaced persons; they constituted one third of the
population of Cyprus. Despite repeated resolutions adopted by the General Assembly
and the Security Council for their speedy return to their homes and properties, the
displaced persons of Cynrus vere still destitute and uprooted in their own country.
Greek and Turkish Cypriots alike had been the viectims of a common tragedy. In that
connexion, he thanked the Hish Commissioner for the humanitarian assistance provided
to Cyprus by UTHCR. Iis Government also wished to express its appreciation to the
United States of America, which had provided the bulk of the economic assistance,
and to the Governments of the Turopean Teonomic Community countries and all other
donors.

30. He appealed to all Governments to contribute their valuabtle assistance to the
displaced Cypriots, both Greelk and Turkish, through UJHCR. Although the
intercommunal negotiations cturrently being held in Cyprus on the political future
of the country provided some hope for an agreed solution, Cyprus needed assistance
today as much as it had in 1¢T74 because not one of the displaced persons had
returned to his home and, if anything, their numbers were larger today than in 19T7k.
However. his delegation wished to stress that while humanitarian assistance to
refugees and displaced versons could temporarily alleviate their plight, the
solution to the problem lay solely in the exercise of their inalienable right to
return to their ancestral homes in conditions of safety.

40. Mr. GARVALOV (Bulgaria) resumed the Chair.

h1. ifrs. de BROMLEY (Ilonduras) said that her Government, in co-operation with the
Honduran Red Cross and other national humanitarian institutions, was supporting the
efforts to provide ample assistance to nore than 50,000 Wicaraguan refugees who had
arrived in Honduras in 1979. 1In that connexion, various agreements had been sisned
with the Tigh Commissioner in order to provide expanded facilities in the refugee
conps® operations there had continued until July 1980, when the sreat majority of
the refugees had returned to their country. Recently Honduras had had to provide
hurienitarian assistance to huidreds of families from El1 Salvador, and her Government
had initiated contacts with tae Iigh Commissioner and hunenitarian organizations
in order to provide those disnlaced persons with heclth facilities, food and
shelter. Honduras, like othe:» developing countries, faced major economic
difficulties, as a result of vhich its humanitarian efforts on behalf of Central
AMmerican refugees inevitably affected its own development programmes. Consequently,
her Government believed that :t was urgent for the international community to
organize programmes guaranteeing ample and efficient co-overation to complement
Honduran efforts.
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42, The report of the lligh Cormissioner clearly demonstrated the enormity and
corplexity of the problem facing UIHCR, with about 5 million refugees or displaced
persons in Africa and many thousands in Asia and the rest of the world. That was
depressing and profoundly sad because each refugee was a human being with his
essential needs for shelter and food and his individual aspirations and sorrows.
UMIICR, in the threec decades since its establishment, had become perhaps the most
indispensible organization inthe world, and all rust continue to give it their
supnort. The United llations and non-governmental organizations must provide UJHCR
with the means for mazimun mobility and access to funds in cases of emergency.
liember States would contribute to it within their means, even if only as a token of
their support. Iler delegation, vhich intended to become a sponsor of draft
resolutions A/C.3/35/L.L5/Rev.1l, A/C.3/35/L.46/Rev.1, A/C.3/35/L.4T and
A/C/3/35/L.48 , courend the Hirsh Commissioner and his Office for the objectivity and
dedication they had demonstrated in carrying out their tasks.

43, lir. AZHARUL ABIDIN (llalaysia) said that the items under consideration were of
particular interest to his delegation because Halaysia, as a result of its
meorraphical location, had been providing assistance sincc 1975 to hundreds of
thousands of Indo--Chinese illegal immigrants and displaced persons. Despite
linited resources, and primarily for humanitarian reasons, !lalaysia had extended
first-transit facilities to a total of well over 120,000, Deing a small country,
it could not make more than minimal efforts, and it had therefore sought
understanding and assistance from the international community. The response had
been cormendable. Recognition of the principle of equitable burden-sharing by the
international community in order to relieve the burden on countries such as
I1alaysia had done nuch to improve the situation. He expressed his country's
sratitude to the Secretary--General, the High Commissioner and the major resettlement
countries - the United States, Australia, Canada, the Federal Republic of Germany,
France and others. llalaysia was also rsratified that the Govermment of Viet Fam had
undertaken to prevent illegal denartures and was co-operating with UNHCR in
regulating the orderly flow of refugecs. His delegation hoped for a more
expeditious and successful implementation of that endeavour by all parties
concerned.

4, Thile the situation in Malaysia was under control, his country could not
remain complacent, for arrivals continued at an average of 000 per month. On the
basis of humanitarian principles, Malaysia would extend assistance by providing
transit facilities to those persons. He hoped that the momentum of resettlement in
third countries would be maintained and further enhanced, so that Malaysia would
not be saddled with the problem of residues.

45, The tragic situation of thousands of Kampucheans exposed to starvation,
disease and misery deserved the continued and urgent attention of the international
cormunity. His delegation believed that pending the settlement of the conflict in
Kampuchea, the implementation of the relevant provisions of General Assembly
resolution 35/6G would facilitate the task of saving precious lives.

46. Ilialaysia shared the concern of the ligh Commissioner and other delegations
about the large-scale movements of refugees in other parts of the world,
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narticularly in Africa. It welcomed the High Commissioner's statement that

developients in 1979 and early 1980 had contributed to the resolution of several
refurce problems in that continent.

47. Concerted -international. efforts should be further consolidated in order to deal
with the tragic problems of refusees according to their needs. However, lMalaysia
olso believed that the international community should address itself to the root
cauzes of refunee provlens. They constituted a groving and trasic phenomenon
resulting from instability end conflict in many areas of the globe. The solution to
such problemns could be founé. only at the source. The refusees' countries of origin
bore 2 special responsibility and obligation not only to themselves and to their
peoples but also to the world community at larre. They must make definite and
serious efforts to prevent or stop the exodus. They rust become aware of adverse
consequences in neishbouring countries and must not presume that their neighbours

or the world community would care for refurmees who might be regarded by many as
wdesirable and maladjusted elements. l!aleysia believed that the world community
should apply the necessary pressure to stress the obligation and responsibility of
the countries from which those unfortunate people originated.

18, llr. RIGIN (Indonesia) s2id that it was the task of the international ccrmunity
{to continue to seel all possible iieans not only for extending humanitarian aid o
refurees but also for finding a lasting and satisfactory solution to their problems.
Tailure to deal resolutely with that human crisis could have serious consequences

throughouwt the world.

4o, Tt was heartening to noltie that in spite of the deteriorating refugee situation
in general, specific progress had been recorded in the past, ineluding positive
developments with regard to voluntary repatriations to Bangladesh and Zimbabve.
liowever, those encouraging developments had been overshadowed by the cmergence of a
nev refuree problem in Pakistan, where there were at present over 1 million refugees.
In addition, the refugee sitvation in the Ilorn of Africa and the Sudan alsc required
continued special attention.

50. In South--Fast Asie, vhile the number of arrivals of 'boat people” had decreased
ond resettlement opportunities in third countries had slleviated the case--load
pressures, the situation with regerd to relfugees fleeing by land had worsened as a
result of the exodus of Kampucheans into neighbouring Thailand. MNaturally, the
prescnce along the Thai-EKompuchean border of so many refucsees, who were in desperate
need of international assistaace for their survival, posed a considerable problen
for Thailand, placing a heavy burden on the country's resources and putting its
economy in jecopardy. It was therefore important to institute a system of voluntary
repatriation of refugees in tie area, such as had already proved useful in
Pansladesh and Zimbabwe. The Committee was well aware of the contribution Indonesia
had made to internationel efforts to find a durable solution for the problem of the
boat neople fleeing from the [ndo-~Chinese peninsula.

51. 1In order to enable the international community to respond quickly to any sudden
crergence of a refugee situation requiring prompt action, his delegation supported
the establishment by UINICR of a Poliecy, Planning and Research Unit and an Emergency
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Unit. Since the refugee problem had both a humanitarian and an international
aspect, his delegation believed that it required international action; in other
words, it should not be left solely to the resources of the countries of first
arrival. Iis delegation would continuc to support the efforts made by the
Secretary-General and the High Commissioner in that connexion.

ORGANIZATION OF WORK

52. The CHATIRMAN drew the attention of the Committee to the decision by the
General Assembly that any draft resolution with financial implications should
be approved by the Main Committee concerned before 1 December. Accordingly, he
sugeested that the Committee should agree that the deadline for submitting

draft resolutions on the remaining items should be Wednesday, 19 November at
6 p.m.

53. It was so decided.

The meeting rose at 1.10 p.m.






