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Tﬁéﬁhééfihﬁ ﬁ;s céiled to order at 10.55 a.m.

UATTERS RELATING TO THE DEFIWITION AND/OR DELIMITATION OF OUTER SPACE AND OUTER
SPACE ACTIVITIES, BEARING Ii MIND, INTER ALIA, QUESTIONS RELATING TO THE
CEOSTATIONARY ORBIT (A/AC.105/2183 and 238; A/AC.105/C.2/7 and Add.l:
A/PAC.105/C.2/T.121)

1. The CHAIRMAN, introducing the item, drew attention to chapter IV of the
Sub-Cormittee's report on its preceding session (A/AC.105/218) and also pointed
out that chapter VI of the Scientific and Technical Sub-Committee’s report on its
recent session (A/AC.105/238) dealt with the geostationary orbit. The Legal
Sub-Committee also had before it a Soviet working paper (A/AC.105/C.2/L.121)

entitled "Approach to the solution of the problems of the delimitation of air space
and outer space’,

2.  i¥r. KOLOSSOV (Union of Soviet Socialist Republics), introducing his
delegation’s working paper (A/AC.105/C.2/L.121), said that at the twenty-first
session of the Committee on the Peaceful Uses of Outer Space (A/33/20, para. 6h),
his delegation had advocated the establishment of a boundary between outer space
and air space at an altitude of 100 or 110 kilometres above sea level, which was
the altitude proposed in paragraph 1 of the working paper. A definition of outer
svace as being the region above that altitude would be in accordance vwith
established practice. It would also take account of the fact that it was rare
for space objects to orbit below that level and that thus far there had been no
doubt that the orbits of space objects above that level lay in outer space.

3. Paragraph 2 of the working paper, under which the boundary between air space
and outer space would be subject to agreement among States and would subsequently
be established by a treaty at an altitude not exceeding 100 or 110 kilometres
above sea level, took account of the views of those States that felt that there

ghould be further discussion of the question and also took account of the
interests of various international organizations.

L.  Under paragraph 3, the space objects of States would retain the right to

fly over the territory of other States at lower altitudes for the purpose of
reaching orbit or returninz to earth.

5. The worling paper took account of the differing international status of alr
§pace.and outer space: a State had sovereignty and exclusive jurisdiction over
1ts alr space, whereas outer space was, in accordance with space law, open for

use by all States and no special regulations for space flight had yet been
established or needed.

6.  In his delegation's view, agreement on the Soviet working paper would make 1%
POSs%ble to clarify a number of issues of concern to many States. His delegatlon
cons;dered international outer-space law and international air-space law to be
tvo independent branches of international law, each with its own particular :
features. Delimitation of the two kinds of space would further enhance co-operatiol
among States in both air space and outer space and would help to avoid disputes:

His delegation felt that its proposal could be reflected in a General Assembly
resolution.
7 -
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7. ir, ALBORNOZ (Ecuador) reaffirmed his delegation's rosition, e:pressed durinz
the general debate, concerning the need to arrive at a feneral definition of oute;
space, the lack of which was a serious short-coming of the 1967 Treaty on
Principles Governing the Activities of States in the Exploration and Use of Outer
Space, including the ioon and Other Celestial Bodies. Any such definition should
telre account of the special nature of the geostationary orbit. The equatorial
countries had made.specific statements concerning their sovereipnty over the
geostationary orbit and the need for rules establishing an orderly system to
replace the current practice of using the geostationary orbit on a firt-come-first-
served basis. The question of the geostationary orbit should be settled first,

or at least simultaneously with the definition of outer space, and the latter
should be based on technical knowledge. In his delegation's view, therefore, any
proposal for the immediate establishment of a boundary between air space and outer
space was premature. ' .

8.  Mr. ZHUKOV (Observer for the International Civil Aviation Organization (ICAO)
said that his organization, which was represented in the Sub-Committee for the
first time in more than 10 years, had thus far not considered or taken any decision
on the question of the delimitation of outer space. At the same tine, the Assembly
of ICAO, at its twenty-second session, had adopted a resolution on the use gf‘ -
space technology in air navigation, in which it had stressed ICAOQ's respop51b111ty.
for formulating the position of international civil aviation on all questions

relating to outer space.

9. During consideration of the item at the Sub-Committee's preceqinc sesiion,
many delegations had indicated that the views of ICAO on the question coul;

i pal. i isi : e i t the interests o
assist in adopting a decision that would take into accoun S
international civil aviation. MHoreover, he felt that 1t woulq ?e dc§1r§b1e for
ICAO to study the question of the possible consequences.for civil av1at1?? of the
celimitation of outer space. It was ready to proceed with such a study 1

requested to do so.

10. }r. KOLOSSOV (Union of Soviet Soecialist Republics? asked whether t?e S;g:gtzzéat
could reproduce the text of the ICAO resolution to which the observer for \

Just referred.

11. The CHAIRMAN said that if there was no objection, he woul: take it that the
Sub-Committee wished the Secretariat to prepare such a document.

12. Tt was so decided.

; isting i i egal
15, o (dspan) semed the e e igelt bt e
i e essly de I
e s s :Z:iizP:daptZd to the various uses of outer space.

oLy defined the Bcope o appllt consider it necessary to gseel: 2 uniform definition

Therefore his delegation did no £ spece anctivities. It believed that the

es5 O 5
e efinition was the most appropriate one.

of outer space applicable to a VEaE
so-called functional approach to the |
torial countrics

] i ' views expressed by some equato
s ol Gk A t?gnty over the geostationary orbit. It was

that they exercised national sovere

feon
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true that, under article 33 of the International Telecommunication Convention of
the International Telecommunication Union (ITU), radio frequencies and the
peostationary satellite orbit were limited natural resources. In his delegation's
view, however, that could not and should not be interpreted to mean that the
geostationary orbit was subject to the sovereignty of equatorial countries.

15. Under article II of the 1967 Treaty on Outer Space, to whch 75 countries had
already become parties, outer space, including the rcen and other celestiel hodies,
was not subject to national appropriation by claim of sovereignty, by means of

use or occupation, or by any other means. That principle vas also enbodied in the
Declaration contained in General Assembly resolution 1962 (XVIII), which had been
adopted unanimously and which was referred to in the preamble to the Treaty.
Therefore, in his delegation's view, the principle was established in general
international law.

16. Although international legal instruments on outer space hac¢ not yet established
a definition of outer space, nevertheless, in the light of various theories on the
definition of outer space, as well as discussions held in the Scientific and
Technical Sub-Cormittee, his delegation had no doubt that the geostationary orbit,
at an altitude of anproximately 36,000 kilometres above the equator, was part of
outer space and that the claim by some equatorial countries to sovereisanty over
that orbit had no international legel basis. Thus, the geostationary orbit, being
an integral part of outer space, should be free for use by all States without any
discrimination, in accordance with article I of the 1907 Treaty.

17. 1In his delegation's view, the geostationary orbit should be effectively
utilized in the context of the use of radio frequencies, and discussions ou the
use of that ortit should therefere tae into acecount the activities of ITNH.

18. ir. DEBERGH (Belgium) said that he was grateful for the Soviet workiny Daper
on the approach to the solution of the problems of the delimitation of air space
and outer space (A/AC.105/C.2/L.121). Paragraph 1 of that document coincided
with Belgium's proposal that agreement should be reached on the physical poundaries
of the terrestrial atrmosphere as revealed by space science and defined in aeronomy
and that an arbitrary altitude of 100 kilometres could be considered as the
practical boundary vetween air space and outer space (A/AC.105/C.2/7/Add.1,

para. 51). Tor practical reasons, the boundary should be set at an easily
identifiable altitude. IUis delegation was still hesitant to link that proposal
to the question of the definition of the upper limit of air space. It should nob
be forgotten that to apply the principle of the sovereignty of States to air space
at an arb%trary altitude could have implications for the operational
responsibilities of States whose sovereignty was involved and States whose
spacecraft crossed the air space of other States.

19. He rfquested m?re informatipn from the Soviet renresentative on what was
neant by “agreement' and “treaty” in paragraph 2 of the workine paper, and he

inguired whether the agreements in question would be bilateral, multilateral OF
universal. ?

[ 3
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20. Due gttentlon.should be paid to the ICAQ statement, vhich showved clearly

that the item was interdisciplinary and of relevance to ICAD as well as to the
Legal Sub-Committee and to the Committee on the Peaceful Uses of Outer Space. They
should give every suprort to ICAO's efforts in that area. i )

2l. Ur. KOLOSSOV (Union of Soviet Socialist Republics), in reply to the question
put by the representative of Belgium, said that paragraph 2 of the English version
of document A/AC.105/C.2/L.121 had originally read “... arreement between

States ...", which might have implied a bilateral agreement. The document had
been reissued for technical reasons, and the paragraph now read “... agreement
awong States ..."'. 'The treaty should be a single general one for all States, and
the boundary should be drawn at one level above all parts of the earth. The word
agreenent" did not refer to a specific legal instrument, but meant that there
should be a mutaul understanding among States concerning tlie boundary between air
space and outer space. It was,an expression of his delegation's hope that States
would hold negotiations on the boundary in the Lepal Sub-Cormittee and the
Comnittee on the Peaceful Uses of Outer Space and in the General Assembly. The
purpose of such negotiations, in the light of further study, including studies to
be undertaken by ICAO, would be to prepare the text of a legal instrument
concerning the boundary between air space and outer space.

OTHER PIATTIRS

22. Mr. KIRSCH (Canada) said that Canada’s purpose in originally raising the
question of the use of nuclear power sources in outer space had been to draw the
attention of other members of the Committee on the Peaceful Uses of Outer.Space

to its special implications for the safety and integrity of the human ?nv1r9nment
and to the need to develop an appropriate legal régime to reduce the risks inherent
in such use of nuclear power. . In the two Sub~Commit§ees? Canaqa @ad made prqposals
which it hoped would assist the international community in achieving those aims.
The response of the members of the Committee on the Peaceful Uses.of Oute? Sgice
had been very encouraging and augured well for the type of broad internation

co-operation which would be required.

23. The General Assembly, at its thirty-third session, pad appr9vedhthenae;;s;?n
of the Committee on the Peaceful Uses of Outer §pace ?o 1ncludeh19 tle?:oggts sl
its Scientific and Technical Sub-Cormittee consideration of t?c nical asp y
ng to the use of nuclear power sources 1n outer spacs. r: .
Assenbly had also approied the Sub-Committee's recgmmendatlonstg cii?z: :ndorllnq
Croup on that question. During the sixteenth session of Eh?ttzéez ernit
Techgical Sub~-Committee, the 'orking Group had met and submi

i i & conclusions and
i i i i on and several important 0
R M G B e X Tt had agreed that studies should be

vecommentations (A/AC-105/50, ?nnixd§il.the elaboration of an inventory of the
conducted on various subjects, ins LeFe lear power sources in outer space. It

5 " 1 i ved in the use of nuc u
;Zie:y grOZigiz igzzlit should meet again at the seventeenth session of the
ecomm

22 i informal consultations o its
ientific and Te hnical ub Committee and that for: 0 ; f -
g . 11’1 uld beche]]_.dano; later than December 19 to assist with the collatings
mnemoers sho 79

and summarizing of the studies submitted.

safety measures relati

foxes
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o, As to the legal aspects of nuclear power sources, 1Lk delegations, including
nis own, had submitted to the Legal Sub-Committee at its seventeenth session a
vorking paper outlining matters requiring examination and appropriate follow-up
action, in the areas of safety measures, notification and emergency assistance
(A/AC.105/218, annex IV). Although circumstances had not permitted discussion of
that question at the time, the various reactions had indicated that the areas
identified in the paper were indeed amons those for which legal rules or suidelines
could and should be developed. The question now was not whether the Legal
Sub-Comiittee should examine the legal aspects of the use of nuclear power sources
in outer space but rather vwhenand how it should take up the subject.

25, THith rezard to the relationship between the work accomplished in the Scientific
and Technical Sub-Committee and that which the Legal Sub-Committee would be
vndertaking, his delemation was convinced of the need for a golid scientific and
technical information base for the elaboration of the necessary legal régime for
the use of nuclear pover sources in outer space. That, hovever, did not mean that
the Legal Sub-Committee had to await the final results of the work being carried
out under the auspices of the Scientific and Technical Sub-Committee before
undertaking its own examination of related legal questions. Indeed, in some areas,
no special scientific and technical studies were required. In other areas, vhere
technical elements were being considered, it would be useful to examine how rules
or puidelines could be formulated as international legal measures, even in the
absence of definite conclusions on the technical side. It was quite clear from

the Legal Sub-Committee's deliberations on other subjects that it was not imperative
to settle every technical aspect of a question before its legal aspects could be
dealt with. There was no reason vwhy a different criterion should be applied to
the question of nuclear pover sources.

25. Canada would therefore like to propose for consideration by the Legal
Sub-Committee four issues on which substantive legal dicussions could begin. First,
the existing outer-space legal régime should be further developed to require the
launching State to provide notification prior to the launch of a satellite carrying
a nuclear pover source. Article IV of the Convention on Reigstration of Objects
Laupched into Outer Space did not require the launching State or State of registry
to inform the Secretary-General either before or after launch about a nuclear
pgwer source carried on board a space object, although paragraph 2 of the article
did prqv1de for the voluntary submission of that type of information. Those
provisions were inadequate to protect the interests of the international community.
In view of th? risks inherent in the use of satellites carrying nuclear pover
sourceszhga?tlcularly in low earth orbit, launching States surely should have the
responsibility to keep the international community informed about their use.

27. A second item on vhich the Legal Sub-Committee might usefully commence work
wvas the elaboration of an obligation to provide early warning of a possible re-entry
or walfunctioning of a satellite containing a nuclear rower source. General
Assembly resolution 33/16 and the report of the Working Group on the Use of Hucled”
Power Sources in Outer Space called for such notification. The Legal Sub-Committee
shogld.consider how to translate that concept, which had general acceptance, into

a binding legal oblipation. Vith respect to notification to specific~States Jjust

e
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prior to impact, the Yorking Group was studying the extent to which spacecraflt
reuet_'_mtry could be accurately predicted. An eventual obliration of no%ification
would he rellated tq the state of the art of technology for impact prediction.
20. Dmergency assistance was a third question on which the Lepal Sub-Comnittee
could begin work. In its report, the Working Croup had noted that it was within
the sovereign riphts of the State affected to decide whether it would carry out
search and recovery operations utilizing its own resources and/or recuest the
assistance of other States, including the launching State (A/AC.105/230, annex II,
para. 26). That right might usefully bve reaffirmed, together with a principle that
States receiving requests for assistance or information frow affected States shoulad
respond promptly. That and other similar provisions could build on tne inportant
oblipation contained in article 5 of the Agreement on the Rescue of Astronauts. tae
Return of Astronauts and the Return of Objects Launched into Outer Spece, which
recuired the launching authority, at the request of the affected State, imscdintely
to take effective steps to eliminate possible danger of harm resulting from the
return to earth of a space object or its component parts which the State hada
reason to believe were of a hazardous or deleterious nature. They could also
elaborate on article XXI of the Convention on International Liability for Damnare
Caused by Space Objects, which dealt with assistance by the launching State in
cases of damapge caused by a space object presenting a large-scale danger to huron
life or seriously interfering with living conditions.

29, 1In the context of emergency assistance, Canada suppc?rted tht? orking Groun‘s
ceestion that further study should be devoted to techinical assistance pz:ogrz}u'vz?es
such as those of the International Atomic Inergy Agency. Relief plar.ls end guidin~
principles should enable affected States to turn also to those orzanizations ar.l
should focus on aid in operations to find and recover nuclear 1_)ower sources, ".—];,:n
due account being taken of the special requiremc?nts of deve:!.oplng 'count.;rlesil The
Vorking Group had stated that assessment, plannlng.and poss%ble e:;ec_:utlon :h a
search and recovery operation would be greatly assisted by 1nformat(13t))n onTh E .
nature of the nuclear power source (A/AC.105/230, amnex II, para.°2 s h? e
Sub--Committee could usefully develop a principle to the effect that launching

States should provide such information.

suso

y . . ; & of
50 A fourth question the Sub-Committee might wish to consm(.ar was thez gf s
o 1 i ring, as £3
radiation exposure levels. Thile the Vorking Group was studying, :i.,tggns -
fol;t‘l" areas ::f primary interest, the implem?ntalngn o?‘ t?znrsgoggggi.oﬂic&l

] i nvi : o International Commissl T g .
ponule n and environment of th L : - PO o o
E"‘éflgzj':gp Canada sugpested that the Sub-Cormittee should bf:gln co 5::(1 s
ays i iy iati 1 be incorpora
vays in vhich acceptable radiation-exposure levels could b T
ALY v T

legnl répime.

: i -al measures
31 ia had an open mind concerning the form Hhio apprslpélizeiizgrnoratnd in
*ii:'htczzlafza %n the first instance, the V&I‘iOl:ls I?easuresdg(:)-sed o Ehe A;sexﬂ‘aly.
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32, In order to provide an adecuate opportunity for the discussion of those and

other lepzl issues, an item on the lersal aspects of the use of nuclear rowver

[Ea-A

sources ir outer space should be included in the acenda of the Legal Sub--Committee
for its nineteenth session. In that connexion, it should be borne in wmind that in
a vear's time tue Sub-Coumittee would be in possession of considerably more
information than at present. In the meantime, the Committee on the Peaceful Uses
of Outer Snace, the General Assembly and the Scientific and Technical Suh-Committee
{+hich had recommended that the use of nuclear power sources in outer space should
be dealt with at its seventeenth session as a priority item) would all have
considered the question of nuclear power sources once agein. As to the Working
Croup . it too would have met once more and carried out informal consultations on
the studies being nrepared. There was therefore no reason to delay including the
iten in the agenda.

1 was often overtaken by technology. The question of nuclear pover sources in
outer svace was one which clearly might have very real and important repercussions
on hunan life and the huwan environment. It could not be ignored by the
Sub-Uommittee. His delegation would be prateful to other delegations for comments
cn its councrete susgestions concernine possible areas for consideration by the
Sub--Cormittee and hoped that the Sub-Counmittee as a whole would respond rositively
to the recormendation for the inclusion of an item on the legal aspects of nuclear
Tower sources in outer space.

3. Ilr. (iESHARRATA (Eeypt) said that his delegation welcomed Canada’s
comprehensive statement on the various aspects of the use of nuclear power SOUrces,
o cuestion vhich had serious implications for mankind ané the human environment.

35. His delesztion was among the 14 delecations which had subritted a working
paper on nuclear pover sources at the seventeenth session of the Legal
Sub-Cormittee (A/AC.105/218, annex IV). It had stressed on various occasions the
need ?o.draft legal principles, particularly with regard to safety measures .
pertaining to the use of nuclear power sources and procedures fbr‘prior notification
by the launching State, which should take all precautions to avoid accidents end
provide urgent assistance to the injured porty. On tle question of safety measures
appropriate design and operational measures should be considered in order to
protect the population and the environment. Delaying the re-cntry of u space
vehicle containing a nuclear power source until radio-active material had decayed
to = safe leYel was essential. The systen must be capable of dispersing the radio-
sctive material so that when that material reached the earth, the radiological
nazard cgnformed to the standards recommended by the International Commission on
fadiological Protection. The launching of a nuclear power source should be
nreceded. DY a'systematic safety assessment, and such a source should be used only
waen alteripative rover sources did not meet the mission's eoals.

‘ ; : 5 ek
3u, The laugchlng State should provide the Secretarv-.eneral of the United wations
in advance ¥with information relating to the type of nuclear powver source employeds

[oss
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N I n? es 1n‘order to ensure better inforration and earlier nrediction of the
ime and location of re-entry and subsequent debris impact. ) N

37. The launching State, which should take all nrecautiors to avoid accidents
should beaJE' total responsibility for the use of nuclear powver souirces ~and rr-ﬂ;dér
urgent assistance to the injured party. It was essential to organize trii.;li;;"
courses for technical staff from verious countries to deal vith such accidents
}m_tll‘the space Powvers could offer their assistance. Particular attention should
be paid to the develoning countries, which vere not well equipped to cone with
such accidents. TAEA should provide technicel services to ‘an;;r perber Stite
following an accident involving radio-active material.

an Y . . ™
; The Agreeuent on the Nescue of Astronauts, the Return of Astronauts anc the

e

Neturn of Objects Launched into Outer Space, the Convention on Internctional
Liability for Damage Caused by Space Objects and the Convention on Registratioa
of Objects Launched into Outer Space vere all of direct relevance to search ant
recovery questions releting to nuclear pover sources but did not rrovice
comrrehensive muidelines. In the light of the report of tne Worlinm Groul o the

Use of meclear Power Sources (A/AC.105/233, annex II), the Le~al Cub-Committee

shiould begin to elaborate the necessary lesal measures and binding oolirations in
two areas: notification prior to launch of possible re-zuixy of spacecr=ft . and
It was now appropriate to deal witn those cuwestions, 517icc

emergency assistance.
qub-Committee had achieved some progress in both

the Scientific and Technical
areas. ;
gation hrd alrealy

o tir. (IAAS CGEESTERAAUS (Eetherlands) said that his dele
<xistinr body of srace

expressed its views on the urgent need for revision of the ex :
» the use of nuclear power sources 1h outer

law, especially the rules governing B | ; )
space. In that connexion he welcomed the Canadian suzgestions fOI"UISCUSSlOl} of
the subject in the Sub-Committee. In view of the fact that satellites contalnmr{
nuclear pover sources had been and continued to he lounched, ther? vas & need for
a registration and warning system. The registration system shoulc be able to o
provide States with full information oa the tvpe of power used 1 2 ig:}venﬂsatelll.n:;
the site of its launching and its orbit; the warning gvstem 1-:9uld notify :Fafeih

of any loss by the launching State of control over its gatelllte. —,?11":1;0\;;3&;2:»
aspects of the problem would also penefit from scmntnf‘lc and techif};.; . ;o
there was no need to wait for the Scientific a.nd'Technlcaquub—.(.Jomi.:; ionsid
complete work on the problem; the Legal Sub-Comnittee cgul.. bezin 1ts

of the problem immediately, at least with regard to resl

. B il i ees v O

eration

£ the two Sub-Corx uld be beneflicia}. Ye
T ti ~tion. lastly, ae
also welcoued thé suggestions nade by the fgyptian delezation. 14
Ja%E
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supeorted the proposal recormending the inclusion of an iten on the legal aspects
of the use of nuclear poirer SOUrces in outer space in the arenda of the coning
session of the Sub-Cormittee.

40. ‘is. OLIVEROS (Argentina) said her delegation considered it important that the
resgonsibility of launching States using nuclear rower sources in their satellites
should be established, in view of the danger nosed by such satellites, especially
during re~entry and in the event of accidents or defects. Al States should have
access to basic information assisting them in evaluating the risks involved and
facilitating search and recovery operations. The sovereign right of States nwust
be protected so that they might be able to deal with such emergencies, and her
delegation therefore supported proposals requiring the regulation of the energy
sources used in satellites and the prior notification of launchings. The
Sub-Committee should encourage the study of standards regulatiay the responsibility
of States and international organizations for all activities relating to the use
of nuclear energy in outer space. Such responsibility should include liability
extending from the time of launching to the time of re-cntry. The 1972 Convention
on International Liability for Damage Caused by Space Objects could serve as a
basis for the Sub-Committee's consideration of the item, althouch there aight be
other important aspects of the problem not covered by the Convention which the
Sub--Committee should consider.

W1, lir. CHAIBERLATN (United Kingdom) said that his deleszation suprorted the
Cancdian prorosal, which might lead to the establishment of a multilatercl legal
régine on the use of nuclear power sources in outer space. His delegation favoured
a free and open discussion of the use of nuclear pover sources in outer space, &%
issue which was of concern to all States, and had no wish to couse any State
embarrassment or to focus on any particular incident. His delegation sought t0
identify possible areas of inadequacy in existing international legel instruuents
on the subject: It favoured the inclusion of a senarate item on the use of nuclear
pover sources in outer space in the agenda of the Sub-Committee at its nex
session. -There were tvo aspects of the matter which required urgent attention:
prior notification of the launch of a spacecraft containing a nuglear power source
and early varning about the malfunction of such a spacecraft. There vere, of
course, technical problems, such as that of orbital prediction, but the dangers
ceused by the uncontrolled re-entry of space objects cspecialiv those including
nuclear Tower sources, necessitated urgent action. 6n the question of emergency
as§istance, the SubTCommittee could usefully build on article 5 of the

iQou Agriem?§t ?u the Rescu§ of Astronauts, the Return of Astronauts, and the
Return of Ooqeccs launched in Outer Space, as well as erticle 21 of the

1972 Conv?ntlon on'International Liability for Damaée éaused bv Space Objects-

On the matter of standards for radiation exposure, the recommcendations of the

Iuternational Commission on Radi 3 i r
; iological Protecti ngis fO

. g . L ion % eful bas

the Sub-Committee'’s work. n would be a us

L2 v, UATSUOZAVA (Japan) i i

o ub. 1l M X said that N ed

over the implications of th 8t h1s delegation vas eftyenely S a 1

that everv pousidle eff € use of nuclear pover sources in outer space 2°
! erv posusiole effort should be made to ensure that the exploration and

usé

/.,.
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of outer space did not Jeopardize the safety of mankind. With resard to the

legal aspects of the problem, his delegation wished to drav attention to the
vorking naper (annex IV, A/AC.105/218) submitted at the preceding session of the
Sub-Committee by 15 countries, including his own, vhich contained useful prorosals
and suggestions for the future work of the Sub-Committee. His delegation shared
the views expressed by the Canadian delegation and supported its prorosal outlining
four main issues for consideration by the Sub-Committee. It felt that at least
some legal aspects of the problem should be given preliminary consideration by

the Legal Sub-Committee in parallel with the ongoing discussions of the subject

in the Scientific and Technical Sub-Committee. His delegation therefore fully
supported the proposal made by the Canadian delegation that the Legal Sub-Committee
should recommend to its parent Committee the establishment of a separate agenda
item on the legal aspects of the use of nuclear powver sources in outer space as

at the next session of the Sub~Committee.

43. HMr. LAY (Ttaly) said that his delegation supported the general thrust of the
Canadian statement and believed that there was an urgent need for an international
legal régime governing the use of nuclear power sources in outer space.

L, iir. HOLAT (Australia) said that his delegation endorsed the Canadian
delegation's general cutline for the consideration of the question of the use of
nuclear power sources in outer space. He agreed that there were a n9mber of
relevant areas which did not require conclusive discussions on technlcgl aspects
and could therefore be discussed by the Sub-Conmittee at its next session. The
information generated by the work of the Scientific and Technical Sub-Committee on
the subject would also be useful as it became availa?le. He suppor?ed the Canadian
proposal that the Sub-Committee should recommend to its parent Commltteg that a
separate item on the legal aspects of the use of nuclea? Tower ?ources in Quter
space should be included on the agenda of the next session of the Sub-Committee.

ks, 1r. VOLLERS (Federal Republic of Gerrany) said that his delegation had
Sgbported the working paper (annex IV, A/AC.105/218) on the use Sfdnusieag Eﬁgir
soﬁrces submitted at the preceding session of.the SubTCommlttfe unb 20 e?ttee 8
the matter should be on the agenda of the coming session of the Su -d?mml Eee &
Certain technical aspects of the problem would be discus

e and the results of that study should
d be discussed

a separate item. ; 2%
the Scientific and Technical Sub-Committee ar
be available soon; other aspects were exclusively legal and shoul

in the Legal Sub-Committee as soon as rossible.

The meeting rose at 12.45 p.m.






