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I. IGGUEG HEO.UIRINC1 ACTION BY OR DTiOUGHT TO THE
ATTENTION OF 'l'HF. ECOHGrHC AND SOCIAL COU~TCIL

.1, The CoruPlittee on Cri!'!€' Prl.:vention and Control recorrJI,lends to the I~conomic and
Social r.ouncil the adoption of the follo,"TinC draft resolution and draft decisions:

D11AFT RTi;0()LUTION

Co-ordination of the activities of United Nations bodies
in crine prevention

The EconoMic and Social Council,

T'{pcallinr: the note by the fjE:'cretariat cm the iNpleraentation of Council
resolution 1979/19 of :) r1av 1977 rer;ardinr; co-ordi.nation of the activities of
Unitl' ll l'Tations bod.ies conct'rned ifitr. crime preventi.on and control and the functions
nnd lonrr-tern nro"'! amr.1C' of Horl:: of the Committee on Crime Prevention and Control, 1/
uhich 'VTaS nr<:>nn.recl for the purpose of assistinr; the rommittee in its c1.eliberations­
on how best to carry out its exn[tnded functions as set forth in General Assc::mbly
resolution 32/60 of 8 iJecember 1977 Rnd CO'lncil resoJ.ution 1979/19,

Convinced that the mar:nitude and fundanental importance of the assigned
functions r~CJ.uil'e the IllOst informed, thour:;htf'ul and deliberQ.te consideration that
the CO~illlittee on Cri~e Prevention and Control is able to provide,

Acknowlen~in~ the c~ose linK between crime prevention a 1 the promotion of
better livin:; concUtions for the peoples of the i·:rorld, in accordance with the new
interIH...· ional developIPent strategy for the third United nations development
decade and the ne'VT international economic order, as well as the need for
~o-ordination of activities in the field of crime prevention, in pursuance of
Assembly resolution 32/60 and Council resolution 1979/19, and al·Tare of the request
made by the Sixth United 1'iJ'r.tions Conr;ress on the Prevention of Crime and the
TreatMent of Offenders that the capacity of the Secr~tariat in the area of crime
nrevention and criminal justice should be increased and that the responsible unit
should be properly stren~thened,

1. Decides that in order to ner~it such consideration the Secretariat
shoul<l nrovidp to the COlTl.mittee as cormlete information as possirle on:

(a) The nroc~rm):rles of international co-oneration referren to in
subparar,raph 1 (b) of Council resolution 1979/19;

(b) The activities of United Wations bodies in matters concerning crime
control and the treatment of offenders as provided for in subparagraph 1 (c)
of the same resolution, and;

1/ F./AC.57/42.
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(c) Uays a~d Deans by uhich the CQIYLmittee l"1ic;ht fu"'...fil its functions, as
prescriben t)y the Council in resolution 1979/19;

2. Requests the Secretary-General, in reco(l'l1ition of the ovel"ridinf'!:
importance of this initiative, to rnal:e all reasonable efforts to provide the
nf'cessar~,r I'flanpOvrer for the prcpar8.tion of the above-mentioned information vrithil1
the next few ~onths;

3. Requests also that, at least three ~onths prior to the berr,inninr, of the
seventh session of the Conunittee on Crime Prevention and Control, the Secretariat
should distribute to each I'flember of the Committee a draft document containinc the
required information, requestin~ each member's cOlnments and su~~estions for the
purpose of imnroving the draft~ and that thereafter the Secretariat should
evaluate and incornorate in the final version, \·rithin a period of one tlonth, to
the degree practicable, any conunents and su~gestions received, calling to the
extent necessary upon the assistance of such United nations bodies, ivorking groups
of consultants as may tJe available;

4. Further requests the Secretary-General, pursuant to para~raph 2 of
Council resolution 1979/19 and considerinG the increased demands that would be
made on the Secretariat, to ensure the provisil,n of all the support necessary to
enable the Secretariat to fulfil these adnitional demands, especially the task
of co-ordination \·rithin the various United Nations bodies and \·rith r1ember States,
as required by Council resolution 1979/19.

Draft decision I

Seventh session of the Crnmnittee on Crime Prevention and Control

The Economic and Social Council, in order to permit the Committee on Crime
Prevention and Control to fulfil its 1~18,nda"te to act as the nrfparatory conunittee
fer the United Nations conBresses on the prevention of crime and the treatment of
offenders and to assist the Economic and Social Council in the co-ordination of
activities of United Nations bodies concerned with crime prevention and 'control
and the functions and long-term proerav~.e of work of the COl~ittee, and
considering that the sixth session of the Committee was reduced to five workin~

days, thllS makin~ it impossible to cope with its increased mandate, decides to
convene the seventh session of the Committee in the summer of 19(31, for a neriod
of t'HO "reeks.

Draft decision 11

Question of the ar:enda for the Seventh United Nations Conr:ress
on the Prevention of Crime and the Treatment of Offenders

The Economic and Social Council notes the preliminary discussion by the
Committee on Crime Prevention and Control at its sixth session on the question of
the a~enda for the Seventh United Nations Congress on the Prevention of Crime and
the Treatment'of Offenders, and rea~ests the Comnittee to finalize the agenda at
its seventh session.
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Draft decision III

~loasu.reG t.o ensure the pront~r nrenaration of the" Seventh United
Hationo Conn:rens on the Irevention of IJrime and the Treatment

of Offlmders

rprw J:conomic and Gocial Council rt>quents the ~lecretn.ry-General to t,'1ke all
neceosarv measures to ensure thE: DrOpp.r nreparation of the f3eventh trnitccl nations
Conr~ress on the Prevention of Crime and the Treatment of Offenders by:

(a) Conveninr. five re~ional prenaratory meetinn:'1, and such additional
GUbrefdonal meet inr;s as he ma.y deem anuropriate;

(b) Convening as many interreGional meetinrs of Experts as the number of
topics selected for the agenda requires;

(c) Commissioning consultants before and durinr; the Conr,ress to assist the
Decretariat in the preparation of all necessary docQ~entntion and the professional
conduct of the Con[,ress, pursuant to past oractice;

(d) qaldnc; all nre-Conp;ress documentation El,vailable to Governm.ents bet,veen
six and tuclve months before the Conr:rp.ss;

(e) IiIaldng adequate provision for the participation in the Con~ress of the
rer.ional conmiosions and representatives of the least developed countries;

(f) tlaldnr: provision for an adeC]uate publ ~.c infornation programme to inform
Governments and experts of the preparat~,ons fOl' the Conr;ress, especially 10rith
regard to the Gcope of the itEM.s on itD ar;e::1da, to ensure full and complete
participation in the ConE:.resG of Governments and ex~erts.

Draft decision IV

Ouestio:l of the appointment of the Executive Secretary of the
Seventh United Nations Conrrress on the Prevention of Crime

nod thC' Treatment of Offenders

The Economic and Social Council invites the Secretary-General to anpoint
thl... ~xC'cutive flec.'etnry of the f3eventh United Nations Con['.ress or.. the' Prevention
of Cri~E" and the Treatment of Offenders in accordance with the established pattern.

Draft decision V

Re'lJort of the Committee on Crime Prevention and Control.
The Economic and Social Council takes note of the report of the Con~ittee on

Crime Prevention and Control on its sixth session, 2/ in particular, the chapter

y E/1980/112.
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dealinrr Fith the preparations for the Seventh United nations Congress on the
Prevention of nri)"llc ancl the Treatment of Offenders, to be held in 1985. 1/

Draft decision VI

Provisional agenua and docuraentation for thc seventh session
of the COMmittee on Crime Prevention und Control

ThE' !\cono!'1ic and Social Council decides to approve the provisionHl a~enda and
docul"tlpntation for the seventh session of the C'orllmittee on Crime Prevention and
Control, as set out below:

1. Implementation of Economic and Social Council resolution 1979/19 of
9 Hay 1979 rer;arding co-ordination

Documentation: Note by the Secretariat

2. Continuation of the 'r)renarations for the Seventh United ~!ations ConGress
on the Prevention of Crime and the Treatment of Offenders, ~Tith special reference
to its ap,enda

Documentation: Note by the Secretariat

3. Review of the rules of nrocedure for United Nations con~resses on the
nrevention of crime and the treatment of offenders

Documentation: Note by the Secretariat

!~. Consideration of the nrovisional aGenda for the eir,hth session of the
C;onLlTl.ittee

21 E/198o/ll2, chap. IV.
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IT. PROGRESfi REPORT ON UNITED NATIONS ACTIVITIES IH CRIME
PREVENTION ANn CONTROL

(Agenda item 3)

2. The Committee considered nr,enda item 3 at its 1st to 3rd reeetinr,s, on
8 and 9 r~~ptember 1980. It had before ita pror;ress report of the Secr~tary-General

on United Nations activities in criITe prevention and control (E/AC.57/41).

3. At the Committee's request, the Chief of the Crime Prevention and Criminal
Justice Branch, recapitulated the results of the Sixth United Nations Congress on
the Prevention of Crime and the Treatment of Offenders, drawing attention to the
paragraphs of the resolutions adopted, which called for consideration and action
by the Committee as well as for consideration by the Seventh Conp:ress.

4. In the li~ht of the developments since the first Conr,ress in 1955, it was
suggested that an assessment and evaluation of United Nations work in this field
should be prepared for submission to the Seventh Congress, so as to have a global
view of what had been achieved so far.

5. It was pointed out that the effectiveness of United Nations con~resses on
the prevention of crime and the treatment of offenders and the impact of their
results depended Inrr,ely on the readiness of Governments to implement the
recommendations made. The new inter~overnment~l nature of the congresses had
increased the scope of their impact at the policy-making level. The interest
of Governments and the importance of international co-operation in crime prevention
and control was reflected in the emphasis placed by Governments on, for example,
the elaboration of United Nations norms and r,uide-lines to serve as standards for
the development of national policies and programmes.

6. The initiative of the Economic and Social Council in placing on the agenda
for the Sixth Congress a new item on crime prevention and criminal justice and
development was considered significant. There was a need for a better understandinr,
of the relationship between development and crime· indeed, it was increasingly
being realized that certain types of crimes were, at times, related to unplanned
development. More work was, however, needed to explore the relationship between
socio-economic factors and crime.

'"(. The Committee not~d that there w'ere incr~!3sed demands from ~"'ember States to
expand and intensify the level of international co-operation in crime prevention
and control. \ihile this was an ever more comprehensive and complex task, there was
an obvious need and, indeed, an opportunity to strengthen crime prevention efforts
as part of United Nations activities. The Organization thus had not only new
challenees and horizons as a result of recent international developments but also
an unprecedented role to play in meeting the requirements and wishes of t1ember
States. The Six+.h Conr,ress had underlined the seriousness of the crime problem
in many parts of the world, which negated the benefits of the developmental process,
besides endangerinv, the very survival of societies. Crime prevention had thus
become a priority concern, which was attested to by the strengthenine and expansion
of the Committee's membership and role. The Committee recor,nized that the Sixth
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Cong!'ess und.oubtedly had been a significant step towards international co-operation
in the field of crime prevention and criminal justice in so far as the
recommendations and resolutions adopted by it were concerned. Satisfaction was
expressed with the high quality of the preparatory documentation which had largely
contributed to the fruitful discussion and results achieved. It was sugp.;ested,
however, t.hat future congresses should have a less charr,ed agenda so as to permit
discussion in depth' that the Committee should have a special role in the setting of
priorities for the congresses~ and that it could also perform a useful function in
that respect during the congresses. The need was expressed for wider opportunities
to be provided to specialists to meet together in professional interest grouns
for the discussion of SUbjects of cornnlon concern. The preservation of the
scientific nature of the congresses, to~ether with their social and political
aspects, was extremely important.

8. In considering the progress made in the specific areas of United Nations
activity in crime prevention and control, the Committee reviewed the reports on the
implementation~ respectively, of the Standard ~1inimuM Rules for the Treatment of
Prisoners~ and of the conclusions and reco~~endations of the Fifth United Nations
Congress on the Prevention of Crime and the Treat~ent of Offenders (see E/AC.57/4l,
paras. 1-3). The usefulness of thes~ two reports was primarily due to the
comprehensive replies received from Governments, which surely indicated their
increasing interest and co-operation.

9. With r~gard to the implementation of the Standard Minimum Rules for the
Treatment of Prisoners, the CO~t~ittee observed that a recommendation had been made
by the Sixth Congress for the finalization of the implementation procedures by the
Committee upon the endorsement of that recommendation by the General Assembly.
As far as the implementation of the conclusions and recommendations of the Fifth
Congress was concerned~ it was felt that reporting on the progress achieved was
extremely satisfying and~ as recommended by the Sixth Congress, should be
instituti~nalized as a regular United Nations function during the periods between
the congresses.

10. Concerning the issue of capital punishment, some members regretted that the
Sixth Congress had not been able to adopt, for transmission to the General Assembly,
a resolution to further curtail the use of the death penalty with a view to its
future abolition. It was felt that the reason why this initiative had not
succeeded was probably that there had been a misinterpretation of the respective
points of view of the various countries, which prevented a compromise being
reached. The Committee felt that the draft resolution might have had a better
chance of adoption if it had not stated the specific time period for the abolition
of the death penalty but, rather, had called for this to be done "as soon as
possible!:. While most aspects of the capital punishment issue had already been
explored, some special facets could perhaps be studied, especially the possible
impact of terrorist activities on the trend towards abolition and whether a
correlation existed bet"ee~ the maintaining of abolition of capital punishment and
the incidence of terrorism.

11. The Committee also considered the prop.;ress achieved in three major substantive
projects in the work programme: (a) crime trends and crime prevention strategies:

/ ...
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(b) I~uid.elin('s l,'or the prevention arId control of violence; and (c) policy
~uidelines on the p.xpeditious and e~~itable handlinr, nf ~riminal c~ses. The
Co::nmittee emphasized. the importance of this "t'lork and the need for lt to proceed
on a continlting basis since research and analysis in problem areas of priority
concern were a prerequisite for the development of policy recommendations and
planning; r:uid~lines q,t different levels. Pri orities should also be set so as to
be able to focus in the future on matters of concern to countries in different
rer;ions of the world.

12. The regular assessment of crime trends and crim~ prevention policies was
deemed a pivotal and continuing United Nations tasko The first efforts in that
respect had provided valuable insir,hts but had also revealed some limitations?
particularly those related to the excessive sophisticatlon of the instrument used
which had made it impossiblp. for some countries with a limited data base to respond.
Efforts were needed in the future to develon minimum~ medium and maximum standards
for information-gatherinr, which would be helpful to countries at various staees of
dev~lopmeI1t in improvinc their data-collection and analysis capability. The
intention to convene an expert group meeting on the subject late in 1980 was noted~

and the offer of host facilities and support services extended by Rutgers
University: New Jersey; United States of America~ for this purpose was welcomed.

13. The work done by the United Nations Social Defence Research Institute
(UNSDRI), the United Nations Asia and Far East Institute for the Prevention of
Crime and the Treatment of Offenders (UNAFEI) and the united Nations Latin
American Institute for the Prevention of Crime and the Treatment of Offenders
(ILA~nm) on crime statistics was also mentioned. ILANUD had prepared a compendium
and analysis of crime statistics in the Latin funerican and Caribbean region and was
attempting not only to institutionalize the monitoring of crime tr~nds and crime
nrevention policies in the region as a continui~g exercise, but also to develop a
menual for the collection and analysis of crime statistics in line 1Tith the
requirements and possibilities of countries in the area. The convening of expert
groups in that sphere by UNSDRI and ILANUD, respectively, had proved most helpful.

14. The trends, forms and factors associated with the effectiveness of pOlicies
for the prevention and control of violence) the exacerbation of which had
threatened the quality of life, was one of the gravest problems of today. It was
stressed that in some countries the eruption of violence was often a manifestation
of inherent injustices and other problems persisting in societies, the
relationship of which to the phenomenon had to be eh~lored if inroads were to be
made in this complex and troubling area. The work of other appropriate bodies
in respect of problems such as that of terrorism had to be taken into account -
an issue further pursued in the discussions on the co-ordination of activities
relating to crime prevention and control (see chap. III below).

15. The protracted periods of detention pending trial in some countries, often
exceeding the possible maximum time to be served, and the excessive number of
prisoners in that category pointed to the importance of the work on the expeclitious
and equitable handling of criminal cases. The members of the Committee expressed
the wish to consider the guidelines resulting from that work at its seventh
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session. The development of United Nations euidelines would set a standard
against which countries could gauge their efforts. It was also sur,gested that in
the future attention should be r;iven to the problems ef victims, '-Thich had been
largely irnored in the past.

16. The Committee commended the werk of the Secretariat in preparing the
I.n.ternati_on?-l Revie,v of Criminal Policy, the Newsletters and various studies and
research projects and urged the wiJer dissemination of information on crime
prevention and criminal justice. It was recognized that that kind of activity had
contributed. sUbstantially to the dissemination amonr, Governments, administrators
and scholars of relevant information required for the improvement of national
policies and programmes and the enhancement of international co-operation in that
field.

17. It was observed? hO,vever, that the members of the Committee did not receive
regularly United Nations pUblications and documents c:msidered indispen~'able to
their effective contribl1tion to the Committee's work. i~e Committee therefore
requesten the Secretariat to keep its members informed of relevant developments,
through the timely dispatch of all pertinent materials.

18. The Committee took note of the technical assistance activities carried out in
the field of crime prevention and criminal justice. vlliile appreciating the results
of the projects completed or in progress, the Committee observed that such projects
were extrerr.ely limited in number when compared with the needs that existed in
develcping countries.

19. Among the reasons for those short-eomings was the fact that countries were not
aware of the system within the United Nations for the assessment of their ne~ds

or of the procedures for requesting the technical assistance necessary to meet
those needs. In the past, the activities of interregional and re~ional advisers
in criwe prevention and control had helped the responsible national decision makers
to activate the machinery within the United Nations Development Programme (UNDP)
for the solution of their countries' crime prevention problems, but these services
:lad been withdrawn in 197)+.

20. It was recognized that the re-establishment of the services of such advisers
was a crucial step to be taken in order to raise the awareness of policy makers
and planners of those needs and the means available to meet them, and to stimulate
appropriate requests for technical assistance. In that connexion, the Cow~ittee

observed that paragraph 2 of Economic and Social Council resolution 1979/20
of 9 May 1979, in which the Council had requested the Secretary-General to restore
and make available through UNDP the services of interregional and regional advisers
in the field of crime prevention and the treatment of offenders to Member States,
at their request, h~l not yet been put into effect and requested its speedy
implementation.

21. The directors of UNSDRI and the United Nations-affiliated institutes for the
prevention of crime and the treatment of offenders revi.ewed the work of their
respective institutes during the past two years, giving details of their training
and research activities and stressing new initiatives taken as well as the
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existing and prospective requirements which needed to be met if the institutes were
to fulfil their potential in traininR key personnel in their regions, conductin~

acticn-oriented research to be used as a basis for policy formulation and planning,
and extendinr. technical aid at the request of interested Governments.

22. The Committee expressed its appreciation for the achievements of the institutes
which discharged a crucial role in developin~ joint approaches by countries with
common concerns. It recognized the problems facing the institutes in their efforts
to obtain and maintain adequate support which would permit a sound basis for their
operations. It also recognized the special problems facinr, some of the institutes
and called for the urgent implementation of Economic and Social Council
resolutions 1979/20 and 1979/21 and of the recommendations made at the Fifth
Conp:ress, calling for the provision b~r the United Nations and UNDP of adequate
support to the institutes on a rer,ular basis, as well as the co-operation of
Member States. It welcomed the impending creation of a reg~onal institute for
Africa~ Bouth of the Sahara, whose establishment was long overdue.

23. Finally, the Committee expressed its appreciation to the host Governments of
the institutes which had so generously supported their work, and called for an
increased level of contributions to the United Nations Trust Fund for Social
Defence. It was noted that at present the Fund was merely an account, there being
no special personnel or other provision for its administration and expansion. The
Committee proposed that that weakness should be remedied to permit active efforts
to increase the contributions to the Fund.

Action by the Committee

21~. The Committee expressed its appreciation for the valuable documentation which
had been prepared by the Crime Prevention and Criminal Justice Branch for the
Sixth United Nations Congress on the Prevention of Crime and the Treatment of
Offenders.

25. The Committee took note of the progress report of the Secretary-General on
United Nations activities in crime prevention and control (E/AC.57/4l), I1repared
by the Crime Prevention and Criminal Justice Branch within its limited resources~

particularly the sections thereof dealing with crime trends and crime prevention
strategies ~ guidelines for the prevention and contrcl ,.)f violence; and policy
r,uidelines on the expeditious and equitable handling uf criminal cases. The
Committee recommended that the analysis and presentation of relevant information
on cri:n.:- trends and prevention strategies, as well as on violen~e, should
ccnstitut~ a permanent activity of the Crime Prevention and Criminal Justice
Branch to be conducted in close co-operation with UNSDRI, the United Nations­
affiliated institutes, and the national institutes concerned. It was also
suggested that in the future attention should be given to the problems of victims~

which had been larsely ignored in the past.

26. The Committee endorsed the proposal for holding the expert group meeting on
crime trends and crime prevention strategies at R1..l.tgers University, New Jersey,
United States of America, and expressed its appreciation to the University for
the invitation.
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27. rrhe Committee made a specific request to t.he Secretariat to make available
to all its members on a regular basis, the pUblications and documents prepared
b:, the Crime Prevention and Criminal Justice Branch, as well as all other material
having a direct bearing on its functioning.

28. It was felt that vigorous efforts should be made to mobilize financial
resources from Hember States in the furtherance of the crime prevention and
criminal justice activities of the United Nations, particularly within the
framework of the United Nations Trust Fund for Social Defence.

29. The Committee noted that implementation of Economic and Social Council
resolution 1979/20 would greatly facilitate the promotion of crime prevention and
criminal ,justice activities at the regional level, and strongly recommend~d

that, in particular, parae;raph 2 of the resolution should be imnlemented as soon
as possible.
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Ill. IMPLEMENTATION OF COUNCIL RESOLUTION 1979/19 OF 9 ~1AY 1979
REGARDING CO-ORDINATION OF THE ACTIVITIES OF UNITED
NATIONS BODIES IN CRIME PRKifENTION AND CONTROL AND THE
FUNCTIONS AND LONG-TERH PROGRATltTf\1E OF 'vORK OF THE
Cm1MITTEE

(Agenda item 4)

30. The Committee considered agenda item 4 at its 4th to 7th and 9th meetings,
from 9 to 12 September 1980. It had before it a note by the Secretariat entitled
"Implementation of Economic and Social Council resolution 1979/19 reg~rding

co-ordination of the activities of United Nations bodies in crime prevention and
control and the functions a.nd long-term programme of work of the Committee!!
(E/AC.57/42).

31. In introducing the note~ the Chief of the Crime Prevention and Criminal
Justice Branch stressed the importance of Council resolution 1979/19 in relation
to the functions of the Committee and its future programmes of international
co-operation, especially in so far as they concerned the co-ordination of
activities of the various United Nations bodies.

32. The Committee observed that its new position, enlarged membership and
expanded functions required a more extensive elaboration of the projected
programmes and methods of work.

33. The Committee pointed out that while subparagraphs (~), (d) and (~) of
paragraph 1 of Council resolution 1979/19 were quite clear in outlining the
Committee's task, subparagraphs (b) and (£) required much more detailed
elaboration, taking into account the relevant r~solutions and recommendations
of the Sixth Congress, at which the need for strengthening the Committee's
role as well as the supporting Secretariat services had been stressed.

34. The Committee acknowledged that with the adoption of resolution 1979/19
the Economic and Social Council had clearly defined some of the f1mctions already
being performed by the Committee and agreed that the emphasis given to the
preparation of programmes of international co-operation as well as to the
assistance to be proviued to the Council on matters of co-ordination represented
a recognition by Member States of the importance of the Committee.

35. Considerable discussion took place in an effort to provide an appropriate
interpretation of the functions of the Committee, as indicated in the resolution,
especially in sUbparagraphs (b) and (£.) of paragraph 1. In that context,
questions were raised regarding the nature of the Committee, its status within
the United Nations system~ and its future methods of work in view of its increased
obligations and responsibilities.

36. During tIle discussion~ the Committee agreed that there was a contradiction
between, on the one hand, the increased demands made on the Committee in pursuance
of General Assembly resolution 32/60, Economic and Social Council resolution
1979/19 and the various resolutions adopted by the Sixth Congress and, on the
ether hand, the existing constraints (in terms of the capacity of the Committee and
its calendar of meetings) affecting the work of the Committee.

/ ....
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37. In that connexion, the Committee took note of the limitati.ons imposed on it
in terms of financial resources and schedule of meetings, as outlined by the
representatives of the Office of SecrC'tariat Sel'vices for Economic and f10cial
Matters and of the Office of the Under-Secrptnry··General of the Department of
International Economic and Social Afi'airs respectively. These limitations and
conotraints l.,rould rrE:'atly affect the proper functioninr, of the Committee in the
fulfilment of the tasks entrusted to it.

38. In these discuRsions it also emerged quite clearly that the services pro video:
by the Secretariat to the Committee had become inadequate to the task and l.,rere not
proportionate to its increased functions. Sever~l proposals were made regarding
the substantiv~ aspects of the work, as well as the structural and orranizational
arrangements of both the Committee and the Crime Prevention and Criminal Justice
Branch. In particular, a certain amount of ar,reement was expressed on the
following:

(a) The need for a more detailed and comprehensive elaboration with supporting
background material and other documentation of the functions specified in
subparagraphs (b) a.nd (c) of paragraph 1 of Economic and Social Council resolution
1979/19, which ;ould be-~onsidered by the Committee, or a working group thereof
to be established to consider these matters, at a special session to be convened
in 1981, after the approval by the General Assembly of the resolutions and
reco~nendations of the Sixth Congress~

(b) The need to upgrade the Crime Prevention and Criminal Justice Branch
within the United Nations structure in a manner comparable with Secretariat units
serving other bodies;

(c) The urgent need for a definition of priorities in the lir,ht of the
recommendations of the Sixth Congress and the necessity for further activities
relating particularly to co-ordination and international co-operation in the field
of crime prevention and criminal justice within the United Nations system, the note
prepared by the Secretariat (E/AC.57/42) serving as a basis for further action.

39. Questions were raised with regard to the possibility of deferring implementation
of the decision to transfer the Crime Prevention and Criminal Justice Branch to
Vienna until a deep evaluation by the Committee of the results of the stUdy
mentioned in subparagraph 38 (a) a"..Jove as well as of the implications of the
resolutions of the Sixth Congress had been made.

40. Geveral Committee members from developing countries emphasized the problems
which the projected transfer of the Branch posed for their Governments since they
did not have missions in Vienna. It was also pointed out that since the major
activities to be co-ordinated were situated at Headquarters, the Gutposting of the
Branch would seriously impair its ability to provide adequate assistance to the
Committee in its co-ordinating function.

41. In that context? the repr'3sentative of the Office o:f' 'he Under-Secretary-.General
of the Department of International Economic and Social Affairs indicated~ in
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response to the wishes of the Corr~ittee, the intention of the Department to sUbmit
to the General Assembly at its thirty-fifth session proposals for appropriately
strengthening and reinforcinB the Crime Prevention and Criminal Justice Branch,
based on the recommendations of the Sixth Congress and in expectation of their
adoption by the Assembly. He also indicated the intention of the Under-Secretary­
General of the Department to consider the establishment of liaison arranr,ements
at Headquarters to facilitate the work of the Centre for Social Development and
Humanitarian Affairs, includinr, the Crime Prevention and Criminal Justice Branch.
lIe further stated that, in response to General Assembly resolutions 31/194 of
22 December 1976 and 33/181 of 21 December 1978, the Centre for Social Development
ann Humanitarian Affairs) with its constituent units, including the Crime Prevention
nnd Criminal Justice Branch, had a~.ready been transferred to Vienna. However, in
response to Economic nnd Soci. _ Council resolution 1979/29 of 9 May 1979, some staff
members of the Crime Prevention and Criminal Justice Branch had been temporarily
retained at Headquarte;q to prepare for the Sixth Conr,ress. In accordance with
the r-rovisions of that resolution, those staff members had been retained until the
end of the Sixth Congress and would be transferred to Vienna in October 1980. He
drew the attention of the .1embers of the Committee to the fact that their report
would be submitted to the Council for consideration at its first regular session of
1981. The Committee might wish to take that fact into ~onsideration in deciding
upon issues which were essentially administrative and financial in nature.

h2, The Committee acknowledged with appreciation the statement of the representative
of the Office of the Under-Secretary-General of the Department of International
Economic and Social Affairs and was of the vieYT that urgent actiun should be taken
with regard to the matters indicated by him. The Committee furthermore stressed
the need for strengthening the Crime Prevention and Criminal Justice Branch and for
appropriate liaison arrangements.

43. During the discussion on the substantive part of the note by the Secretariat
(E/AC.57/42), it was agreed that the document could serve as a startinr, point for
the preparation of a more elaborate stud;y on the implementation of Council
resolution 1979/19.

41~. In clarifying some specific points in the note, the representative of the
Secretariat accepted a revision to subparagraph 14 (a), namely, deletion of the words
"social disorganization and". As far as subparagraph 15 (c) was concerned, the
understanding was that programmes for the strengthening of inmate grievance
procedures could be developed at the national and international levels, not
necessarily as a universal approach but perhaps as a regional one.

45. Several members requested that Arabic should become a working langua~e of the
Committee, so that Arabic-speaking members might participate more effectively in
the work of the Committee.
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Action by the Committee

46. At the 7th meetinc;, on 11 Septt::mter 1980, Mrs. Guerra dt:> Villaluz (Panama)

introduced a draft resolution entitlecl IICo.-orclino.tion of the activitic:s (If

United Nations 'boclies in crime preventionlo~ which read. nn follows:

1I1'he Economic and Social Council ~

IiConsiderinr: the need of the clevelopinc; countril~s for c;reater and.

continuing assistance and co-ordination of efforts for crime prevention us

an integral part of national economic and social plannin~,

\!Considering also that the majority of bodies and offices to i-lhich the

principle of co-ordination should be applied are situated at United Nations

Headquarters (Centre on Transnational Corporations~ Office of Legal Affairs~

UNICEF~ bodies dealing with intersectoral problems of social development~

policy and planning and with the reports on the world social (and economic)

situation, Committee for Development Planninc;, Sta~istical Office~ Population

Division, ~tc.).

"Taking into account the lack of ecnomic capacity of the developing

countries to establish other machinery in addition to the permanent missions

at United Nations Headquarters,

liAclmowledging the close link between crime prevention and the promotion

of better living conditions for the peoples of the world, in accordance with

the international development strategy for the third United Hations

development decade and the new international economic order, as well as the

need for co-ordination of activities in the field of crime prevention, in

pursuance of General Assembly resolution 32/60 and Economic and Social Council

resolution 1979/19,

ilResolves:

" (a) To set up a workinG grouIl of the COl::mittee to study in clepth and

determine the priorities and machinery for better co-ordination of

United Nations activities in the field of crime prevention~ in accordance

with the mandate contained in Economic and Social Council resolution 1979/l9~

lI(b) To postpone the transfer of the Crime Prevention and Criminal

Justice Branch until completion of the work of the saicl eroup of experts by

the beginning of 1981. 11

47. After informal consultations ~ the sponsor withdrew the draft resolution cm<l,

at the 9th meeting ~ on 12 September 1980 ~ submitted a revised text thereof ~ iThich

read as folloi-ls:

"The Economic and Social Council,

IlRecallinr; that in August of 1980 the Secretariat, in order to assist

the Committe in its deliberations of how best to carry 011t its expanded
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functions under General Assembly resolution 32/60 and resolution 1979/19 of
the Economic and Social Council, prepared written observations regardin~

possible approaches the Committee mieht wish to consider in implementing its
mandate)

iiCor.nizant of various other documents that will afford the Committee
some aid in its assigned functions,

"Convinced that the enormity and fundamental importance of ~he assigned
functiuil~ require th~ lllUot informed~ thouehtful, and deliberate consideration
that the Committee is able to provide,

"Aclmowledr.ine; the close link between crime prevention and the promotion
of better living conditions for the peoples of the world, in acc.ordance with
the international development strategy for the third United Nations
development decade and the new international economic order~ as well as the
need for co-ordination of activities in the field of crime prevention, in
pursuance of the above General Assembly and Economic and Social Council
resolutions, and reiterating the request of the Sixth United Nations Congress
for increasing the capacity of the Secretariat in the a.rea of crime prevention
and criminal justice and properly strengthening the responsible unit,

"Conclurles that to permit such consideration the Committee must have
available to it more extensive documentary materials, including~ inter alia~

concerning existing and proposed programmes of international co·.operation
referred to in paragraph 1 (b) of the resolution~ and concerning the
activities of United Nations bodies in matters of crime control and treatment
of offenders referred to in paragraph 1 (c) of th~ resolution,

"(1) a list of all United Nations responsibilities directly related to
crime prevention and control, together wi'~h an indication of the
source and date of the directive creating the responsibility and
the United Nations body to which the responsibility is entrusted:

11(2) a brief assessment of the degree to which each such body is now
able to fulfil the assigned responsibilities, and, if not
entirely able to fulfil them, of the nature and extent of
additional efforts that would be required;

"~3) a tentative assignment, for discussion purposes, of a general order
of importance of those responsibilities to the general ~oal of
international and national crime prevention and control, together
lTith an identification of those that should. be continued or
undertaken immediately and those that mir;ht safely be postponed
to a later time, and together with a suror,estion of an app~opriate

current level of effort for each~

';iReguests that the Crime Prevention and Crimil1al Justice Branch of the
Gecretariat, in recognition of the overriding importance of this initiative,
make all reasonable efforts to provide the time necessary for the preparation

/ ...
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of such written materials within the next few months) callin~ to the extent
necessary upon the assistance of such United Nations bo<1ies~ workinc; groups
or consultants as may be available;

"Regu'.:!sts further that ~ at least three !'lOnths prior to the ·b...~ginninr; of
the seventh session of the Committee, the Secretariat mail to each member of'
the Committee a draft coPY of such mnt.E'!'ials 'Hithin a period of une month,
request each member's comnlents and suggestio~s for, if necessary, purposes of
improving the draft, and that thereafter the Secretariat evaluo,te and
incorporate in the final version, to the degree practicable~ nny comment.s
and sUGgestions received:

"Reguests finally, that the Secretary-General, pursuant to pa1"ac;raph 2
of resolution 1979/19 of the Economic a~d Social Council, and considerinr,
the increased mandates of the Secretariat~ assure the provision of all
necessary support requisite to facilitate and enable the Secretariat to
fulfil these additional demands especially the task of co-ordination within
the various United Nations bodies and with r·lember States, as required by the
above resolution. Vi

48. ~I~. S. V. Borodin (Union of Soviet Socialist Republics) made a statement on
the draft res~lution in which he said that, since the draft resolution had been
submitted for consideration very late and had not been circulated in all the
official languaGes of the Committee, he was not in a position to participate in
the discussion on the draft resolution and would not therefore participate in the
vote.

49. At the same meeting, the revised draft resolution was further revised orally
and was subsequently adopted, as orally revised (for the text~ see chap. I, draft
resolution) •

50. Also at the same meeting, the Committee adopted a draft decision entitled
I1Seventh session of the Committee on Crime Prevention and Contro1n (E/AC.57/L.15),
which was introduced by Mr. A. A. A. Shiddo (Sudan) (for the text, see chap. I~

draft decision I).

/ ...
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IV. Iu.I'lllNllIOrl 01" rnr.:PARNJ.1IChfC FOH TIlE sr:VlmTII UIHTED UATIONS COHGRESS
0] TIIl': pnLv."nrJ"lIOIT OF cnp1E AIID TIll:.: 1'RLNl'f1Ll'TT OF OFFENDF,RG

(lI-!"tmda i tom 5)

:>1. 'the Commi ttef~ considered uf.?;enda i terl). 5 at i to 7th !'leetinr, on
J1 ':ciJtember l~)~jO. It had before it [) note by the fJecretariat entitled

I rnitio,tion of nrepo'rations for the 8eventh United IJations C'onrress on the
Prl~vfmti('m of Crime and the Treatment of Offenders" (r./AC. 57/44) .

~~2. rr'he Cllh: f of tlle Crime Pre',rent ion and Criminal ~Tustice Branch, introduced
the note, IrniC'h cuntained information on the preliminary ste:-ps to be taken for
till' or'''ftnlzntion of thE:': Deventh United Hations Conr;ress on the Prevention of
I.rimu o.11d the Tr8atment of Offenders. the preparation of which had been entrusted
to thu Co!"!,rittee by General AsserJ.bly resolution 32/GO and by Economic and
~locinl Council re301ution 1979/19.

:; 3. It uas TJointed out that the Commit"tee' s ,:,:uidance Ivas required on the
~~f~t)nda for the Seventh Conr:ress ~ a.s "rell as on the preparatory 1·rork for it.
1u r"Lrticular, the preparatory rec;ional and interre.r;ional rP.eetings of experts
[lllould be scheduleJ. in such a way as to be completed by the end of 1983 and
cnnuultanto' reports by 1984, to ensure timely preparation of the documentation.
The COMnittee 'T,Toul<1 haVE! to recommend that suitable financial provision should
lJe l'ladc to permit adequate preparations and the participation of representatives
of the least developed countries ~ of the rec;ional COI!1JlJ.i scions and of experts/
eom:ul tants.

:.>h. fj,,'he Gommittee f'el t stronGly that all necesoary me:lsures should be taken to
Increrwe the level of l.>articipation in the Conr.;ress and to provide the necessary
r~':lOurcen for effective preparations for the Conr:ress.

5~) . 'l'ho Conu:li ttee ar:,reed thn,t the ar;enda for the Conr,ress should be limited to
three or four items to be considered in depth and by subitems? with emphasis on
pr!1.ctie~',l approaches, GO as to achi.eve concrete results. It was sur;r;ested that
tilt' ~wentia items should relate to the resolutions nnd recommendations of the
~.~ ixth Con{~reos? focusinf"'" on such aspects as crime trends ~md crime prevention
l'lnnninr;, standard minimum rules for juvenile ,justice? economic criminality)
alll~rnatives to imprioonment und ar'reements J e. F".., on the transfer of prisoners.

IjG. It 'TU~1 alGa sugr;ested, hmvever, that areas which had not yet received
~1tn'ficient attention ohould be <1ealt with. For instance? the development
ut' Gtllndarcl minimum rules for criminal ,justice and the utilization of scientific
eontributiono in the criminal ,1m:tice process. Special attention should be given
to the prevention of discrimination in criminal ,iustice and to the compensation
()f victirm) cGrecin.lly victims of the ahuse of power. There should also be a
fveus on the police '. especially in crime prevention and the observance of
humnn ri,'~hto, the traininr. of law enforcement? ,judicial {md correctional
l'er..wnnel etc.
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57. It vms stressed that international C'T':irncs" such U~ (o;cnocidc, ~ipal·tht.:id,

and other crimes contraveninc; United iJations conventions should receive
in-depth cril:linolor,ical attention, as part of the work on an international
criminal code.

58. The relationship between crille and development was considered crucial,
invitinr; priority attent:;'on at the Seventh Conrress. It m.'ls necessary to
relate the Conp.;ress ac;enda to the mainstream of United Nations preoccupations,
ouch as the new international economic order, with special rttention riven to
activities interferinr, with its achievement and developMental pror;ress~ such
as certain harmful activities of transnational corporations. 11h0 relationship
between social chanr;e and criMinality had to be more thoroup;hly explored.

59. The developing countries llad a valuable contribution to make and useful
experience to share and should not be considered only as the recipients of
c:uiuance.

60. The importance of ac.lequate opportunities for expert contacts and
professional exchanr,es was underlined. The need for \{ider dissemination of
information on the Congress~ so as to permit countries adequately to prepare
for it, vTas stressed, as was the usefulness of havinr, consolidated proposals,
such as had already been prepared by the rerional meetinr;s.

61. Il'he Committee welcomed the offer of the Government of Morocco to act as
host to the Seventh Con~ress, althoueh some other offers had also been received,
includinB one from the City of Gan Francisco.

62. On the basis of the previous discussion? the Committee ac:reed to recommend
to the Economic and Rocial Council the adoption of four draft decisions on the
initiation of preparations for the Seventh United l'Jatj ons Con{r,ress on the
Prevention of Crime and the Treatment of Offenders (for the tex.ts~ see chap. I,
draft decisions 11 to V).

V. CONSIDERATION OF THE I'DOVISIOHAL AGEHlJA
FOR THE f,EVENTH STIfJSION OF THE COIJ1l\lITTEE

(Agenda item 6)

63. The Comnittee considered ar,enda item 6 at its 8th and 9th meetin3s on
11 and 12 September 1980.

64. Some members of the Committee expressed the view that the provisional ar,enda
for the seventh sessi0n should be annotated and that the annotations should be
explicit.
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Actif)ll tN the COI.'l~littee.- .. _---,-..~,_. ,." .... '.-.-- ._-
ri~). .t ita 9th uiL'Ltin;", t1w Cor.unittup n.'''':::·t~ed to l:'f'commend to the :economic and
"ocial Coun~il fer Lts a:"rrovnl tile nrovi:dorml I1.,O'(mda for its seventh oession J

i.nelwliuf: tht~ rch:vant Ur)<':ll:'cntation (for tilt'" text, sce cha.r. I ~ draft
d\!c' ia ion Vl).

VI • Hr,~vrr:H (\£.' 'rar RT)l~I:G Of' PROCT;liURlI' FOH m!rrF.D ITA'.PIONG CONGRESGm: on
rrh~ PHi:VE i11 IOl T ()It' eRne Am 'rr:F. 'rr.~.NI'W.~I'lT OF OFFmJDk:Rf~

(Ih. "'rH Commit f., ,~ comii00rf2d aJl'endt' item 7 at itEl 7th meetinr:, on
11 ~.:fmtcmbt:r llr~() It nad beforf! it a note by the Gecretariat entitled "Review
of t!ll' ri.ll{~n n1' 'Jroce(~u:r(: for United ~';ati()ns con~reoses on the prevention of
crimc: ,'Uld tHe trcat!ilt.mt. of offenders; (E/.'\C. 57Il~3) ivhich was introduced by the
'l:'t·nrU(·H:ntat.iv0 (jf the Office of Lf'("f1l Affairs of the United ITations Secretariat.

()·t. tf'tllr CL brief preliminary tliscu:3nion, in whicn reference was made to
rulC~J 1 and 30 <.I.net tlw nropos\.!d. adtlition to rulE: 33 (SCE' document E/AC.57/43.
para. 14). ::w "rell an to the extent of the Committe~'s discretion to propose
cilo.nr:cG to the rule~ nf procedure for tl::.e con["resr,on, the Committee e.~reed to
tHke not,e of docur:'lent r:1 l\.C. 57/113 rmd to lostpone substn.ntive diocussion and
d~'ciGionG on the ~\ropoDalo contained therein to its seventh session, in order to
t~lv{' tllt' tle''lberu of the COi"l11it tee more time to study those proposals.

VII. OHGAIJIZATIOH OF TB:;:; GESSIOlJ

.;s. '1'110 Committee on Crime Prevention and Control held its sixth session at
Cm:'t1.cau. Venezuela, f'rom (} to 12 Gepte~nber 1980. The session was opened by the
Chi-uf l1f the (;rime Prevention and Criminal Juotice Branch. The Minister of
Interior of Venezuela made an openine: statement.

G0. 'Dle follmriL1r: !)eraons arc members of the Committee: A. J\deyemi (Nie;eria),
L1. H. Hadu ((Thana), r:t~U1inlav Vladimirovich Borodin (Union of Soviet Socialist
HepuhJ.icG) J Ant}-lOny .John Ed,.;arll Drennan (United Kingdom of Great Britain and
r~orthe:rn Ireland), Dhavee Choosup (Thailan'1), Du~o.n Coti6 (Yu~oslavia),

Rona.ld L. Gainer (United Gtates of Americn.), Giuse'0pe di Gennaro (It.aly),
,rofief Godany (Hun(,:ary), Aura Gum'ra tle Villalaz (Panama), Ahmad H. Khalifa (EBypt),
i1'anuel Lopcz-Hcy y Arrojo (Bolivia), Francis .Joseph r,lahony (Australia),
lIu:;tafa Abdul i.la.Jid-Karah (Libyan Arab .JamnhiriyR,), Albert Metzr;er (Sierra Leone),
cTc>rl~p Arturo t':ontero (Costu Jic9.), Chadly Mohamed l\hmed tTefzaoui (Tunisia),
lTohn Olden (IreJand), P. R. TIu,'laropnl (India), Simone !l.ndree Rozes (France),
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Ualadh la-Din ~k,lhadar (~.iyrLm Arab Hel 1ublic)) 11inl.cl f~CllilPitzer :~peidw ((,lli 11::) ,

.l\llul'l Aziz ,I\bdulla :;Iliddo (~1udnn), F<nm:manda Pra~mJ. r3it"l[':h (IJcllal) ~

:Jilvino Juliun Corhcr,:ui iiuto (Cuba) ~ YOGhio Gu~:u1d (.Tupun) and Yip Yut-lioonrr,

(dal:w:da). All tllQ rnelllb<:'rs of the COII1mittc(', oxcpnt ~~. H. I',adu, tIn G6dony~

I , P 11 ' 1 n 1'1 T)' 1 -';:l •.,."'0 n' -1 .1 (' T C"' 1 " 1 t
•. \••U,Jo,[,;opn. , ". it -.In ~\a.LllnH[lr~. 1'1. '" ,-'PI':.I.U.y aUU , • ,. "Or1erUl .n 0,

attended the se:>sion.

70. rTlw sel,sion lTae alGo attended by ob:..>ervcl's from Auotralin., AUDtriu,)

Cnnada, r.hina 'J COIOPlbifJ., Cuba" the Germon Democratic Republic ~ KUvrai t~, }Jeru,

r~,{eclcn and Venezuela.

71. t}'lle Uni tc(1 !Tations Uocial Defencc ReDC'nrch lnatitute Dnd the United l~tl.tiom.1

Asia and Far East Institute for the Prevention of Crime and the Treatment of

Offenders were represented.

72. f\mnesty International J a nOl1·-c;overnmental nrranization in cater-ory I1

consultative status vdth the Economic and Social Council "'laS also re)"lresented.

C. Election of officers

73. At its 1st meetinf';, on 8 Deptember 1900, the Committee elected the

followinr officers:

Chuirlilun: rlr. GiusePTJc Qi Gennaro (Italy)

Vice ·Chairmen: :iro. Aura G'llerra de Villulaz (Panama)

i·lr. r'luntufa Abdul Tla,j icl-[arah (Libyan Arab

~Tamahiriya)

Hr. Hamanunda F'rasad riinr;h (Uepal)

Vice--ChairIl1an.,.cun!: r:upnorteur: ;'r. DUbnn Cotl~ (YugoGlnvia)

74. At its 1st meetinr; on 8 Geptember 198o~ the Committee adoptet1 the follow;.n(\

arcmda:

1.

'")
t., ..

4.

Election of offic0ro

Ado:ntion of the ar;enda

Pror,ress report on United '(fationG uctiviticD ln crime prevention

and control

Implementation of Council resolution 1°79/19 of S) l1ay 1975) rer:ardinr:

co-ordination of the activiticG of United Eations bodies in crime

prevention and control and the functions and lonr:-t(~rm T)J,"or:rurmne of

work of the Cor-lIdttt~~
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r;. Initiation of preparations for the Seventh United Nations Congress
on the Prevention of Crime and the Treatment of Offenders

G. Consideration of the provisional aGenda for the seventh session
of the Committee

7. Review of the rules of procedure for United Nations con~resses on the
prevention of crime and the treatment of offenders

8. Adontion of the report of the Committee

75. The docume:'ts that ,Y"ere before the Committee at its sixth session are listed
in the annex to 't~'e present report.

VIII. ADOPTION OF THE REPORT OF THE Cml1!'HTTEE

76. ~t its 9th meetinr~ on 12 September 1980, the Committee adopted the draft
report on its sixth ~es3ion (P,/AC.57/L.14 and Add.1-6), as orally amended
durinr, the discussion.

77. ThG Committee subsequently decided to request the Economic and Social Council
to consiuer the report of the Committee on its sixth session at the Council's
resll:'.ed second reGular session of 1980.
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Annex

LIS'':' JF DOCUMENTS BEFORE TIlE COMMITTEE !'.~ ITS SIXTH SESSIOn

E/AC.57/40

. ~/.\C. 57/41

"':,/AC.57/42

E/AC.57/43

E/AC.57/44

E/AC.57/1.14
and Add.1-6

"l,/AC.57/L.15

E/AC.57/L.16

E/AC.57/IlJF.l
and Corr.l

Agondn item

2

3

4

7

5

8

4

4

Title

Provisional agenda

Proe;ress report on United Nations
activities in crime prevention and
control: report of the Secretary-General

Implementation of ::conomic and Social
Council resolution 1979/19 rer,ardinG
co-ordination of the activities of
United Nations bodies in crime
prevention and control and the functions
and long-term pro~ral~le of work of the
Committee: note by the Secretariat

Review of the rules of procedure for
United Nations Con~resses on the
Prevention of Crime and the Treatment
of Offenders: note by the Secretariat

Initiation of preparations for the
seventh United Nations Coneress on the
Prevention of Crime and the Treatment
of Offenders: note by the Secretariat

Draft report of the ConIDlittee on its
sixth session

Draf+ deciRion

Dra,ft resolD. ~ion

List of participants




