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The meeting v/as called to order at 10.45 a-a•

STATEMENT BY TI-IE СЬЖШЫЖ

1. The CIITIRIl’lN, uelcoming participants, said that while there was a great deal of 
work to be done, he i-jas fully convinced that through joint efforts, co-operation and 
mutual liillingness to accommodate one another, the Committee viould achieve the 
results expected of it.

2. The question of prohibitions or restrictions of use of certain conventional 
weapons \mich might be deemed to be excessively injurious or to have indiscriminate 
effects occupied an important place in the efforts being made by countries to 
achieve progress tov/ards disarmament,. As indicated by the Secretary-General in his 
message to the first session, the Conference constituted a significant attempt to 
achieve agreement on some priictical mea.sures for disarmament. In spite of the 
complexity of the issues involved, the results of tho Preparatory Conference and the 
first session of the Conference indicated that through good will many of the 
difficulties could be overcome,

5" The Committee had succeeded in reaching unanimity on such an important question 
as the prohibition of the use of fragmentation 'weapons. Virtual agreement had been 
reached on the Draft Protocol on Prohibitions or fíestrictions on the Use of Mines, 
Booby-Traps and Other Devices. Furthermore, progress had been made in clarifying 
the position of various countries on incendiary v/eapons. It i-/as clear that the 
Committee had played and would continue to play a substantial role in the work of the 
Conference^ In his opinion, the Committee should assist the Conference to an even 
greater extent in resolving pending problems. Ife stressed that issues on which 
agreement had already been achiê /ed should not be re-opened so that all efforts 
could be concentrated on outstanding questions. He assured members that he would 
do his utmost to lie Ip the Comiiitteo to attain the objectives of the Conference.

ORGANmTION OF

4* The CljAIBMAN said that he had called the meeting to arrange the schedule of 
meetings of the Committee's two working groups. The Conference had agreed on the 
previous daĵ  that the Uorking Group on Landmines and Booby-Traps should submit its 
final report on Friday, 1Ç' September, and that the Uorking Group on Incendiary 
l/eapons should submit a progress report on Friday, 19 September, ana its final report 
on Friday, 26 September, On the basis of consultations with the Chairmen of the 
respective working groups, he suggested that the V/orking Group on Incendiary l/eapons 
should meet immediacely following the meeting of tho Committee of the Uhole to 
discuss organizational questions. Immediately following the meeting of that Group, 
the Woirking Group on La.n''iraines and Booby-Tra,ps should meet for the same imrpo,se. 
Members would thus be able to hold consul i'ations in the afternoon with a view to 
facilitating the 'work of the Conference. If lie heard no objections, he would take 
it that the Committee decided to adopt his suggestion.

5• It was so decided.

The meeting rose at 11 a.m.


