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The meeting was called to oraer at 10.50 a.m.

AGETDA ITEM 59: QUESTIONS ROLAT
an

) I4G TO INFORMATION (continued) (A/35/21,
362 and Add.1, 504 and Corr.l, GO

]
.))
>

(a) RUTORY OF THID COMMITTEL O INFORMATION:

-3

(b) TEPORT OF [HE STCRETARY-GEITERAL,

{c) RUPORT OF THY DIRICTOR-GENERAL OF TEL UNITLD HATIONS pDUCATIONAL, SCIENTIFIC
AND CULTURATL ORGANIZATION:

(d) CO~OPERATION AND ASSISTANCE Iil THE APPLICATION AWD IMPROVEMENT OF NATIOWAL
TUTFORMATION AIID HIASS COMMUNICATIONS SYSTEMS FOR SOCIAL PROGRESS AND
DEVELOPMEAT: REPORT OF THE DIRECTOR-GENERAL OF THE UNWITED NATIONS EDUCATIONAL,
SCIERTIFIC AWD CULTURAL ORGANIZATION

1. Hr. DORR (Ireland) said that agenda item 59 involved some difficult and
complex issues wvhich were best discussed in a substantive manner within the UNESCO
Tramevork. His delegation, however, wished to comment on some of the broader
isgues which presentod countries such as his with certain difficulties.

2. Derrocratic scocieties were deeply attached to the ideal of freedom of the press,
even 1f that ideal was not always perfectly attained in practice. A free press was
esgsential in owder to keep citizens fully informed and to monitor Government
activities and express public ovinion. The relationship between Governments and
the press was not always an easy one. Democratic Governments valued freedom of the
press, but the press itself did not wish Govermments to be the sole arbiter in
those matters. The press felt that it had a duty to ensure that the freedom to
report and criticize, which had been established with difficulty over a long period
of time, was not diminished or attenuated. Although at times there were certain
tensions in the relationship between Governments =nd the press, those tensions
could also be healthy. Democratic Governments expressed the strongest possible
support for the free flow of information at the international level, and supported
the right of a free press to report and criticize freely when dealing with
international, as well as domestic, issues.

3. Cn the other hand, countries such as Ireland were also particularly sensitive
to the general case now being made by developing countries that many of the
so-called "structures of international society” were unfair, since they had been
established at a time vhen Vestern interests were dominant politically, economicﬂ%y
and culturally. liany third world countries argued that the inequity in the flow of
information between lorth and South reinforced the disparities in the economic
field, that the news media did not objectively report the news, and that the power
in news presentation was now more concentrated than ever before because of the
imnortance of technology and the large-scale resources involved. In practice, nevs
nedia or news agencies in a few of the large industrialized countries selected and
determined priorities, and, in that sense, chose what wns news. Certain third .
world countries gquestioned the standards on which those choices were made. In that
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-n¢ truth of the matter was that it was dangerous to assume that any human
crzanization or practices were wholly neutral or value-free. The Commission's
réezort provided a cogent argument for the view that present structures and
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evelorment patterns in preference to others.
- His delegation felt that, in dealing with issues on which there was little
agreezent, 1t was necessary to take as a basis article 19 of the Universal
Seclaration of Human Rights, which provided that everyone had the right to freedom
of opinion and expression, including freedom to hold opinions without interference
ant to seek, receive and impart information and ideas through any media regardless
of frontiers. The aim should be to try to make that principle a reality for more
and more people everywhere.,

NS

His country had considerable sympathy for the case made by many third world
countries that their interests and concerns did not find adequate expression in
present news-yeporting since communications resources were concentrated in the
developed world and in relatively few hands. That situation should be improved, but
only in accordance with article 19 of the Universal Declaration of Human Rights.
dis delegation would support proposals that would lead to greater freedom and
tetter communication for mankind as a whole; but it was not in favour of proposals
thet would lead to greater restrictions, less access to information under the guise
of greater fairness, and a reduction of existing freedoms. Many countries in the
third world which were truly concerned about their development would see that
development was helped, not hindered, by greater freedom of the press, which could
provide a regular assessment of progress made and the priorities which had been
established. Although criticism might be troublesome, lack of criticism could
ultimately be more dangerous. Furthermore, in countries where the information
media were subject to Government control, that which was allowed to be reported
seemed less credible to the public. The result was the development of a web of
rumours and informal channels, which many people accepted as more reliable than the
officially approved organs of opinion.

€. On the other hand, his delegation would not argue that the present situation
in regard to international news reporting was satisfactory. Although the major
international news media said - for the most part, rightly - that they sought to
be objective, the problem lay not so much with their conscious policy as with the
basic values which they unconsciously expressed. All news reporting must be based
on selection, which inevitably reflected certain values. The reuedy was not the
suppression of news or information, but a greater diversity of sources at the

international level so that different viewpoints, based on different outlooks, could
also find expression.

7. Moreover, it was not really accurate to speak of those problems in terms of
developed countries as opposed to developing countries. Ireland was a small,
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(Mr. Dorr, Ireland)

developed democracy vith a reasonably good communications structure. Nevertheless,
he felt that news about Ireland reported abroad was less balanced than it should
be. That situation, however, could be improved only by increasing the information
provided, not restricting or suppressing it. An accelerated programme for the
transfer of technology on favourable terus to help developing countries in the
field of communications could therefore be very important. The international
programme for the development of communication adopted at the UNESCO General
Conference was a step in that direction. The development of communication in the
widest sense deserved high priority among both bilateral and multilateral
development activities, and in the planning activities of developing countries
themselves. 1edia attention could also be directed to development, by ensuring that
development projects had an information communication component from the outset.
Both national Governments and the United Wations system had responsibilities in that
area. In Ireland projects designed to increase the gwareness of the public about
the developing world had been incorporated in his CGovernment's bilateral programme

of development co-operation, which in some cases was funded by the Government and
non-governmental organizations.

8. The Committee on Information had carried out an arduocus programme and had
achieved results which were understandably inconclusive, but nonetheless valuable.
He.felt it was right that most of the Working Group's recommendations related to
United Nations policies and activities in the field of public information. His
delegation supported the view that implementation of those recommendations was a
continuing process, and that follow-up was important before new activities were
undertaken. He hoped that the Committee would continue to observe those methodical
guidelines, which were best calculated to bring about solid results.

9._ The most valuable function of DPI was to publicize the activities of the
United Nations itself, in order to gain the support of world public opinion on the
many issues with vhich the Organization dealt. He noted with satisfaction the
role of DPI in assisting media organizations and press representatives from
developing countries. Encouraging coverage of United Nations activities by press
representatives of Member States was one of the most effective ways of improving
the balance of the information flow in an acceptable way. It was of particular
value for developing countries, where possible, to have their own press
representatives at the United Wations. DPI also had a central role as a stimulant
and‘resource for the vast world-wide network of communications outside the mass
gedlg. By providing regular information to trade unions, news clubs, educational
institutions and non-governmental organizations, DPI enabled such organizations to
bromote interest in, and knowledge of, the Organization. Such organizations,
fyrthermore, relayed that information to local communities through their mailing
lists, newsletters and rarticiration in radio and television programmes.

10-‘ Lis delega®ion supported the regional approach in the production of feature
articles, and felt that local United Mations information centres should also be
fncouraged to focus attention on national development activities.

ii-l In o?de? tg prevent the danger of competition for the attention of DPI, o great
fal of discipline should be exercised in issuing instructions to DPI with respect
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to priorities for specific topics. The activities of DPI should be monitored in
order to see what feedback there was from users; and DPI should adjust its output
accordingly. Fvaluation by users should be built into the measures for efficiency
and economy mentioned by the Under-Secretary~CGeneral for Public Information.

12. Lastly, he agreed with delegations which had urged avoidance of duplication
end overlapping by DPT with the work of other United Natlons agencies.

13, ilr. JELOWEK (Federal Republic of Germany) said that in an increasingly
interdependent world, the free flow of information between nations and their
unrestricted dialogue with one another assumed particular importance for developed
and developing countries alike. The report of the Committee on Information, and
especlally the proposals of the Ad Hoc Working Group, clearly indicated the focus
for work in the immediate future. The proposals of the Working Group, however,
still required careful analysis and evaluation before decisions could be taken on
their implementation. The process of introducing positive changes in the
information activities of the United Nations required many individual steps, which
must be properly co-ordinated.

1L, His delegation axpressed satisfaction at the spirit of co-operation shown
throughout the recent UNKSCO General Conference, which had facilitated the adoption
of important resolutions by consensus. The Conference as a whole had been a
rositive event because, inter alia, it had reaffirmed the concept, expressed in the
1978 ledia Declaration, of a free and better-balanced flow of information. In order
to pursue the goal of establishing a more just and more efficient world information
and communication order to strengthen international peace and understanding on the
basis of the free circulation and wider and better balanced dissemination of
information, it was necessary to bear in mind the implications of such action for
the individual. It was gratifying to note that that aspect had also been emphasized
by some representatives {rom developing countries. Unimpeded access 10 as many
socurces of information as possible, and free expression of views, were basic
requirements. The dialogue between East and West must therefore be kept alive by
ensuring for everyone unimpeded access to information, including undisrupted
reception of radio broadcasts and unimpeded travel for journalists, who must

continue to be able to carry out the task of providing the public with the broadest
rossible range of information.,

15. e noted with recret that some Eastern bloe countries had made certain remarks

of a polemical nature, which were totally unrelated to the matter under discussion.
Those remarks cane {ron countries which, with their Covernment-controlled
information services, did very little to give complete and objective coverage of
important debates and resolutions of the United Nations, such as the recent debate
and resolution on Afzhanistan. Some of those countries had even spoken of an
"anti-democratic propaganda war" allegedly waged by the Western wedia, including
radio stations and ncvspapers in the Federal Republic of Germany. The Conference at
Vadrid had been convened in order to determine the extent to which the signatory
States of the Hel;inki.Final Act had fulfilled their commitments to facilitate the
freer and wider §1ssem1nation of information of all kinds, to encourage co-operation
in the fi~ld of information and the exchange of information with other countries,

/oo
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and to improve the conditions under which journalists from one State party
conducted their work in another State party. His Government, therefore, deeply
regretted that radio transmissions from the Federal Republic of Germany and other
Vlestern countries were being jammed in clear violation of the provisions of the
Final Act.

16. His country for vears had been foremost among the States which contributed
both bilaterally and multilaterally to the establishment of efficient media systenrs
in the third world. In 1979 alone, it had provided more than $20 million for that
purpose. It sought to cnable developing countries to play an increasingly active
role in the world-wide exchange of information through their own media systems and
thereby bring about o more evenly balanced exchange of information between
industrial and developing countries. His delegation appreciated the legitimate
desire of the developing countries to render a greater contribution to the diversity
of information by reporting on their own problems and needs and transmitting that
information by means of their own media systems. In that regard, he noted with
satisfaction the statement by the representative of Singapore that the countries of
the third world were not seeking to curtail the activities of the developed
countries in order to overcome the communication gap between North and South but
were, on the contrary., anxious to obtain their assistance.

17. The efforts to establish a new international information and communicatiocn
order should be based on the principle of freedom of opinion and information, and
should aim at the speediest possible development of efficient communilcation
infrastructures in developing countries. In order to strengthen international
trust, nations must Lnow more about one another, not less. The world, therefore,
needed more freedom of the press, not less.

18. lr. CARAMURU DE PAIVA (Brazil) said that the position of his country on the
question of informstion, as expressed duriung the general debate in the Committee
on Information, was based on three general principles: freedom of information, the
existence of multiple sources of information, and restricted and gqualified
participation by States in information activities. States had the duty to create
the necessary conditions for the full exercise of the right of freedom of
information.

19. Of the various suggestions made in the reports of the Committee on Informatiog
and of its Vorking Group, those which aimed sclely at improving the quality of baslt
services already rendered by DPI and other organs could be implemented immediately.
Others, however, which had financial implications and introduced changes in the
United Nations information system itself, should be given detailed consideration.
His delegation was vleased to note the co~operation established between DPI and
UNESCO and hoped that it would be strengthened in future in accordance with
resolution 347182, JUIIC had done good work in co-ordinating the information
activities of the various United Nations organs.

20. On the question of United MNations information centres, several recommendations
contained in document A/35/21 were worthy of support. Vhile the ceatres must act

Joon
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eccording to the requirements of their jurisdictions, it was essential for DPI to
centinue to establish general vrocedures for the activities of the whole network.
-Ze centres should be in close and permanent contact with Governments. Centres
—ccated in developines countries should be encouraged to publicize national
evelopment activities corried out with United Wations assistance. Tfforts should
te made to impleuent all those new proposals within the limits of available
resources, taking into consideration the over-all revision to be made by the
seeretary~General of the role and functions of the centres within DPI's structure.

21, Thile it might Dbe useful to adopt a regional approach to the production and
iissemination of information materials, his delepgation had serious doubts about the
establishment of regional information centres which would represent an additional
Tinancial burden without any commensurate increase in efficiency. The linguistic
factor should not be overlooked; materials produced in Portuguese, for instance,
could be utilized by countries in at least three different regions. While thanking
the Secretariat for work already done in Portuguese, he called for an expansion of
such work, in viev of the number of Portugucse-speaking member countries.

1O

2. Efforts made by DPI and other organs to improve co-operation with the

eveloping countries, in spite of limited resources, were particularly encouraging.
The programme of scholarships and training set forth in document A/35/603, while
redes¢ in scope, net with the approval of his delegation which hoped that it would be
euZrented in the future.

2

23. Brazil continued to support the establisiment of a new information and
ccmrnication order and its goal of reducing the gap between developed and

developing countries in terms of information and communication. The order should
teke into account the basic principle of respect for the sovereignty of States, in
order to safeguard national competence in the adoption of internal measures in the
7121d of information. The debates of the Committee and of its lorking Group
represented only a first step towards the establishment of the new information order.
The gratifying particination of the representatives of several United Nations organs,
and their statements during the debates, offered significant evidence of thelr
villingness to take part in the project. In future, the Committee should deal with
rore specific questions relating to the establishment of the new order and should

explore further the ideas contained in part C of the recommendations of the Vorking
Group.

eh.  1r. BACHROUCH (Tunisia) said that the Committee's current consideration of .
United (lations policies and activities in the field of information and communication
should help better to define and consolidate the activities of UNESCO, the Committee
on Information and other international and regional organizations. The goal of all
such activities was to restructure existing relations in the field of information
through the establislment of a more just and better~balanced order that would
tenefit people everywhere.

25. It wes a universally recognized fact that national independence and development
and international peace and solidarity would be held in check so long as the
developing countries were prevented fron making their voices heard, from defending

[oas
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their political and cconomic interests and from asserting their own cultural
identity. Woreover, it was interesting to note that the international community hed
understood the full scope and impact of information and had enthusiastically
supported the idea of a new world information order. Such support reflected the
growing realization that no human community could achieve fufilment without true
dialogue and balanced, impartial communication.

26. Tunisia was constantly seeking to encourage international co-operation in the
field of information, on the basis of the provisions of the Charter and of the
Universal Declaration of Human Rights. Its efforts to thet end had been motivated
by an objective analysis of the injustices and inequalities existing in the field
of information throughout the world.

27. The determined efforts of the developing countries to promote a new world
order, and their proposal that information and its role in human relations should
be reccrsidered, vere starting to show results. Moreover, the importance which
questions relating to information had in the lives of individuals and of peoples was
apparent in the intensity of recent discussions on such questions. That importance
stemmed from a profound social and political need shared by all human communities =
a vital need, which was an essential factor in human develorment despite the
unfounded reservations and allegations to the contrary, which generally reflected
prejudiced attitudes towards the third world or selfish interests.

28. Open, sincere dialogue was necessary in order to eliminate ambiguities and
promote understanding by radically transforming existing attitudes and crcating an
awareness of the legitimate concerns of all sides. In that connexion, his
delegation had been pleased to note that the twenty~first UNESCO General Conference
has given the developing countries an opportunity to show that their efforts vere
based on a sincere search for true solidarity. During its twenty-first General
Conference, UNESCO had laid the foundations for constructive co-operation among all
sides. Now, every effort must be made to achieve tangible results as soon as
possible. That vras how Tunisia had interpreted the consensus reached at the
General Conference; and he stressed his country's hope that that consensus would
quickly lead to global action, at the level of ideas, objectives and actual
infrastructures, in the field of information. The international programme for the
development of communication provided a valid framework for such efforts; the
implementation of the programme and the developed countries' contribution to it
would also offer a reliable test of the value of such a consensus.

29. The growing interest displayed by lMember States in the activities of the
Department of Public Information could provide the Department with a necessary
stimulus in carrying out its tasks. Such interest also reflected the General ‘
Assembly's desire to improve the way in which United Nations policies and activitiles
in the field of information were managed. The Secretariat's role in that effort
was to prepare programmes and to make the necessary arrangements for the
implementation of all the recommendations adopted by the General Assembly. His
delegation believed that major, even crucial, improvements could be made in DFI,
within the limits of existing staff and financial resources but, obviously, it did
not rule out the approval of additional appropriations to such an important

Department, which had been obliged substantially to expand both its activities and
its structure.
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The report of the Cormittee on Informetion contained sugpestions and
ourmendations that should guide the Secretariat in its tasks. He hoped that,

zin a reasonable period of time, the Secretariat would provide the Committee wi TR
more complete details about the measurss to be taken in accordance with such
lecisions, particularly those relating to the recruitment of staff members from tD<
ieveloping countries for higher level posts, as well as the broadcasting of radioc
trograrmes to South Africa, the establishment of continuous short-wave broadcasts
and, above all, the elaboration of a more audacious strategy for the strengthening
T relations with the mass media in those developed countries that displayed the
reatest resistance to United Nations activities.

Wt

L1 O

1. Clearly, the United Nations must have a more effective information system,
including its own broadcasting capacity, in order to reach the world public more
easily. Accordingly, his delegation recormmended that the Secretariat should
cnlertake a study of the possibilities of establishing United Nations short-wave
troadeasts and using the international system of satellites for United Nations
t=levisicn breedcasts to developing countries.

2. lfr. IMEDA (Libyan Arab Jamehiriya) expressed full support for the recommendats *Ots
tontained in the report of the Director-General of UNESCO transmitted in the note oy
ine Secretary-General (A/35/362). Guestions relating to infommation and mass
cormunication had an important effect on international relations and on security 2nd
Ieace throughout the world. The United Nations had special responsibilities in txlat
respect since, in addition to informing the public about its activities and

mobilizing international opinion for the achievement of its goals, the Organizatic?D
Zust also undertake a wider dissemination of information regarding the positions
edopted by Member States on political, economic, social and other problems.

33. A review of United Nations information activities should have been undertake®?!
& long time ago in view of the increasing importance of information, particularly
with regard to the implementation of international resolutions concerning
socio-economic development. Information could play a brimary role in promoting .
international socio-economic co-operation and strengthening the political, econom=tC
and cultural independence of Member States.

3%. In view of the currently inadequate co-operation among the mass communicatio1S
uedia, and because of the problems arising from the limited technical experience of
the developing countries, his country was in favour of the establishment of a new
world information order which would help to free the economies of the smaller
countries and to redefine their role in the world economy. Socio-economic
co~operation and development was being impeded by the developed countries' hegemo Y
over the various information media. In his view, therefore, assistance should be
rrovided to help the developing countries eliminate that economic and cultural
monopoly by counteracting the adverse influence exercised by information media
antagonistic to the aspirations of the developing countries, and by putting an en~
to the one-sided flow of information which was incompatible with the informationa~
needs of peoples and turned the developing countries into mere consumers of
information. His country was still suffering from an unjust situation, in which
many of the information media subject to imperialist hegemony were attempting to
migrepresent the positions adepted by the Socialist People's Libyan Arab Jamahiri~Ya.

/.-..
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35. Every country vhich respected human riphts must stress the principle of
freedom of information, without which information would be monopolized and turned
into mere propaganda. Instead of allowing information media to monopolize the
distribution of wvorld nevws in accordance with their own interests, countries should
holp to establish a new world information order for the promotion of peaceful
socio~economic development. He emphasized the nsed for an international agreement
to regulate the use of direct visual broadcasting, in a manner compatibl: with
national soverelgnty and with the principle of non-interference in internal affairs,
in order to avoid misrepresentation of the cultural and sccial heritaze of the
developing countries.

36. llis country proposed the formulation of a model plan for co-operation and
assistance in the use and improvement of national information systems and mass
communication netvorks in order to promote cultural progress and development.
Libya also supported the recommendations of the Intersovernmental Conference for
Co-operation on Activities, Needs and Programmes for Communication Development and,
in particular, the comments reflected in paragraph 22 of the report (A/35/362) to
the effect that national communication policies could not fail to take into account
their socio-cultural framework or the socilo~economic consequences of the
modernization or expansion of communications systems. In that connexion, UNESCO,
in collaboretion with the Committee on Information and DPI, would play a central
role in the establishment of a new world information order based on eguality,
justice and respvect for the heritage, values and histories of peoples.

37. The success or failure of the new world information order depended on the good
intentions and altruistic attitudes of the States Members of the United Hations,
since the Organization alone could not meet the information needs of world public
opinion. The widest possible dissemination of informatior ccncerning the aims and
activities of the United Nations at the national and international levels was the
responsibility of all States, and national institutions must play a positive role
in that respect.

38. As a developing country possessing links with various international nevs
agencies, Libya, which was closely following developments in information,
particularly with regard to the work of the United Hations. had welcomed the
opening of a United ilations information centre in its capital in January 1980; and
Joint endeavours were underway to transmit news and information to the Libyan
public. In view of the importance of United Nations information centres, they
should be provided with adequate support and resources, particularly in the
developing countries.

39. He called upon the Director-General of UNESCO and the Under-Secretary-General
for Public Information to rectify the current imbalance by promoting a wider use of
the Arabic language. le also expressed the hope that the Arabic section of the
Department of Public Information would be supported in its work and provided with
the necessary resources to enable it to transmit news and inforwation in a more
positive manner.
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-2, Ee also suprortcd the recommendation of the Committer on Information concernins,
micrities and programnes of the Department of Public Infornation, and advocated

12 adoption of urgent measures to rectify the current geogrophical inbalance in

oo staffing of the Department of Public Information in ordor to permit increased
N‘vlnlraflon by stafl members frow developing countries at hlrher decision--making
els in accordance with Article 101, parapraph 3, of the Charter of the Unite
cns

ir. BUPIA (United Republic of Tanzania) said that his delegation Tivmly
telisved that the quest for a new world information and comrunication order should
e regarded as a corolLer of the search for a new international sconomic order,
lzcause both concepts were based on the ncea to eoliminate existing inequities and
Irbalances in relations among States. However, the developing nations' coumitizent
30 the establishment of a nore just international information and comunication
:der vas viewed with susvicion by the develoncd countriss, particularly those of
e Vest, which maintzined that such an order would compromise “freedom of the
;ress”. The Western concept of such freedom implied that the press was freec to
sather facts, analyse them and report them with cold objectivity: but such an
gmhindered" Tlow of information reflected unmistakable hostility and scepticism
tovards the revolutionary changes and endogenous progress of thetylra world in
sereral, and of Africa in particular. For example, that same "freodom of the press
1" the Most bhad described white ueaths during the Zimbabwe liberation struggle as

"~assacres' but black deaths as "raids”

ct

i
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. lloreover, it was 1mportant to view the free flow of information in the coutext
cold yar politics, in which the nations of the third world, though largely lacking
technical expertise and facilities, were searching for thoir omqulce and
rerspective to offset those of the major Powers.

Ky o

{U

43, Thus it was irvortant for the developed countries to understand why the third
vorld wanted a new international informetion and communication crder. First., the
developed countries should widen their coverage of third world countries, focusing
also on more positive develonment information, rather than on disgsiers. Secondly,
third world countries must be zble to control the importation of news and
inforration emanating from the developed countries. For example, the importcd press
brought with it political and cultural values which altered behavipur and tended to

srupt the develomnent goals of the third world. In short, the third world had a
legitimate desire to control the flow of information.

4, The report of the International Commission for the Study of Communication
roblems had revealed that almost 90 per cent of all news and information in the
"orld was gathered, edited and disseminated by ziant internationgl ronopolistic
nevs agencies; there was thus a one~way flow of world news = from the developed o
the developing world. DBecause the developing countries lacked {he necessary

cientific technology and skilled manpower., they had no choice byt to subscribe to
such news agencies. Various United Nations reports had indicateg thnt the
selection and presentation of news by transnational news agencies yere based on
marketability rather than on objectivity or usefulness to develoypent offorts.
Consequently, the content of the information transmitted to the third world did not
correspond to the real needs of the people there.
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L5, Tanzania's position on the new world information and communication order, like
that of most non-alizned States, was very clear. Tanzania was in favour of a fres,
reciprocal. balanccd flow of accurate, complete and objective information and the
rectification of the gualitative and quantitative imbalances existing in the flow
of information between developed and developinrT countries. In that connexion, his
delecation appealed. to lember States to act in accordance with the principles of the
Charter, in particular the principle of the sovereign equality of all Member States.

£

LG, The relationship between information and human values must not be overlooked.
recdom of expression, thought and opinion were basic human rights, but every rigit
ho d a corresponding duty. Accordingly, if the concept of the free flow of

information reguired that a journalist should have free access to news agencies and
that the public Lad a right to be informed, journalists also had a social

responsibility to disseminate accurate and objective information to society.
{]

[

L7. Action to prouwote the establishment of a nev, more just and more efficient,

1v1d information and communication order for the strengthening of peace and
international understanding, based on the free circulation and wider and better-
balanced disseumination of information, could be carried out at various levels
simultaneously. At the national level, Member States should start by reorganiziné
their information media, both nationally and regionally, by investing heavily in
the cormunication infrastructure, by encouraging bilateral and multilateral
exchanges between media organizations, by promoting the growth of national or
roglolal languages. by strengthening established structures within the non-aligned
countries and by speaking with a single voice against the inadsquacies of the
current international information order.

§. At the international level, developed countries and international organizations
should help in the establishment of national communication policies, for example by
providing grants for research, and should furnish, technical and financial
assistance to the developing countries to help them, inter alia, in the training ol
skilled personnel and to facilitate the organization of regional media conferences
and seminars. In thot connexion, Tanzenia appreciated the valuable role played by
UBiSCO with a visw to reducing existing imbalances. The recent twenty-first UNESCO
General Conferrence had produced encouraging results, and his delegabion welcomed the
establishment of the international programme for the development of communication.
The Intergovernrental Council of the programme, of which his country was to be a
nember, would provide a comprehensive means of identifying communication development
rooulrenelts and metching available assistance with such requirements. lloreover,
the resolutions adovted by the General Conference on information and mass
communication made a valuable contribution to the quest for a new world information
and coumunication order. Accordingly, implementation of those recommendations would
help to relieve third world media of developmental problems - in terms of
infrastructure, equipnment, qualified personnel and financing - and would thus
facilitate the bolanced flow of information under the new world information and
communication order.

49. Vith regard to the work of the Department of Public Information, in his
delezation's opinion, the resources at its disposal should be increased in order to

/...
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2.2 its future worlk more effective. :dis delapation also believed that the
fcretariat and the Department should seek to achieve a more cguitable geographical
dstrivution of the staff. The absence of personnel from the developing countries
¥ decision—makinG levels was too glaring to be iChOl‘?d.

o. lioreover, the network of United Nations inforriation centres should bpe
srengtinened. When competent personnel could not be recruited directly, the
“teretariat and the Department should consult with the Member Ststes concerned.
oreover, the Department should overate its own short-weve radio station and. in so
»0ing, should ensure that Africa had the status of a full-fledged section, complete
vith the hecessary, competent staff.

L. In conclusion, the report of the Committee on Information and of its Ad loc
‘orking Group represented a positive contribution to the realization of a newr vorld
information and commmnication order, and his delegation supported the recommendations
:ontained therein. Accordingly, he hoped that the United Hations and its agencies.
I particular UNESCO, would implement those recommendations with the utmost

dligence,

"2, lir. BENCHEKROUU (iorocco) saic that previous speakers had already framed an
Indictment of a particular kind of Western reporting and of its role in the shapinge
of public opinion, the behaviour of Governments and the manipulation of the magses.
Such an analysis, although correct, was nevertheless biased since it reflected only
e of the aspects of the problems faced by information. The greeter the
condemnation of the mass media of the West, the greater was the obligation to examine
¢ritically the acts and behaviour of countries which always found fault and alwvays
Sought to redress wrongs. Their mass media also, by erroneous and biased
interpretation, by their silence on events known to everyone except their own people
and by blind obedience to Government directives, contributed to the misinforration
of the nasses and to misunderstanding and hostility between men. The vesult in the
long run, was hostility directed against themselves. Those who had made a habit of
denouncing incitement to hatred and war suddenly found themselves tarred with the
Seme brush as those they had accused.

53.  On the question of the use of the limited resources of countrisg whose
information media were still in the stage of development, a certain circumspection
"as esgential o say the least. Principles for which so many had struggled had
become prohibitions. Freedom of information, of expression and of movement =
frinciples vhich had had the status of dogma in the heroic era - had been swept avay
by revolutions or forgotten in the comfort of pover. There vas a Sreat disparity
between the principles ang slogans of yesterday end the realily of today. The mass
nedia had been diverted from their principal aim of providing free ang objective
information and thus contributing to the education of the masses. Fortunately, a
number of developing countries had begun to have a sounder understanding of the role
of information, as evinced by their current interest in problems of communication
and information. The develoning countries could make an important contribution o
the solution of those problems. There was no single solution, given that human
nature vas as it vas and that humsn society was fortunately rich in diversity.

[ae.
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h, Torld inforiiation problems were of such complexity - touching as they did the

Toundations of human society, human instincts, antagonism between civilizations,
nclitical svstems, ideals and ideologies - that it was impossible to reduce them ell
to a single formularin an attempt to achieve the impossible. The present
formulation - "new world information order” - was indeed of historical value and
iuvortance but would, in the opinion of his delegation, be more widely accepted 1f
it were always qualified by the words "more just and more efficient'". To speak of
a new world inforration order without so gqualifying it would be to deny those
dirferences and diversities which were so eanriching and which had made human
civilization what it was today. It would be tantamount to assuming that all world
~roblems were resolved and differences abolished, and to believing in the advent of
a messianic ago without contradictions and stru"glps. There could be no definitive
order, fmocd or bad, but only an improvement of that which existed and wvhich had been
inherited from those who had zone before. The formulation ''new, more just and more
efficient world information order™ accurately reflected the desired evolution and
the improvement vhich all wished to see in their information systems; and it
deserved the support of all who agreed with the third world that the present systen
could not last Torever.

55. In any country, the degree of development of information, and its intellectual
and technical level, depended on the degree of development of education and
culture. The more a society was meterially, intellectually and socially develored,
the nore antagonisms there were and the more diversified were the means for their
expression. The development of information should not proceed too quickly. The
attraction of certain technologies should not be allowed to conceal the dangers
which they aight hold for the future. Sophisticated technologies seemed to belong
only to those who hed the necessary scientific and technological capacity. Given
tho ideolopies peculiar to each of them, countries ran the risk of siding with one
r other of the tvo systems or of falling completely under their domination. The
only salvation vas to remain oneself, faithful to one's own opinions and ideas.

56. On the question of responsibility in th. matter of information, he said that
that concept in no way excluded those of freedom of expression or freedom of
thought. Placing too much stress on the concept of responsibility alcne led to
political and administrative restrictions and ultimately to censorship.
Regnonsibility in information was an appropriate concept which would benefit fronm

being better understood by all, since it was always present.

57. It was auite legitimate to wish to acquire information and mass communications
techrnology, as part of the transfer of techncology from the developed world which the
developing world was trying to bring about by peaceful means. Communication was 2
double-edged svord which could ke of service and of disservice to a society, as the
Director-General of UIIESCO had pointed out in his report. It could alsc be an
instrument of vapprochement and undﬂr%tnnding“ it could promote tolerance and
diminish tension be een gsocieties and individuals. For that reason,

His iflajesty King lassan II of Morocco had always promoted freedom of opinion and
freedon of OYpr9531on and ensured the free ciculation of ideas, possessions and
human beinss. The King of Morocco was also convinced that in the modern world it
vras nc longer possible to live, to express oneself, to think, to use modern means

Joor
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others to do likewise. Such was the foundation of the sow-called newv world
information order and of true democracy. The present situstion of the mass media
in Horocco testified to that fact, and gave promise of continugl improvemen

<t

56. Access to new means of informaticn called for a high degree of social

conscience and political responsibility. As was stated in veragravph 21 of the
recommendations of the Intergovernmental Conference for Co-operation on Activities,
leeds and Programmes for Communicatiorn Development, the discarity in communicotion
vetween different countries would not be eliminated by the mere material development
of infrastructures and professional resources and by the transfer of technology.

The solution depended also upon the elimination of all political, ideological,
psychological, economic and technical obstacles and uvon a freer, wider and more
balanced exchange of information.

°9. Vith regard to the report of the Secretary-General in document A/35/50k. there
hed been protests and complaints about certain services of the Department of Public
Information, particularly its radio end television services. He hopsd that those
Protests were rumours wvithout serious foundation and that the Department would
Luplement the recommendations concerning geographic and linguistic balance. The
statement in paragraph 12 of document A/35/50L to the effect that the process was
slow and hence there vas a need for patience, was not altogether appropriate. There
vere certainly ways of doing justice without committing injustices.

60. The United ilations information centres had the iumense task of disseminating
and explaining the decisions and resolutions of the General Assembly. However, he
objected to the paternalistic tone of the statement in paragraph 43 of the annex to
document A/35/21, to the effect that "in the case of United Nations information
centres located in developing regions., it was noted that they could play an ever
increasing educational role'. If there were populations in need of education, they
wvere certainly those sections of the populations of the two polarized blocs which
shared the world between them and refused to understand the problems of apartheid,
racial discrimination and Palestine. The information centres should be more active,
at least in the llestern world, in oxercising their educational function. The effect
of the centres on estern public opinion would influence Government decisions in
those countries. He was sure that DPI would show a newv snirit and undertake the
neeessary changes in its working methods.

61. Mr. OULD HAYE (ilauritania) expressed his support for the recommendations
contained in the report of the Committee on Information. The establishment of &
new world information order was of paramount importance, especially for the
developing countries, and should therefore be an integral part of the work
undertaken by the international community to create a more equiteble systen of
relationships based on global co-operation and the harmonious development of
international relations.

62. The new order must be based on the free circulation and balanced dissemination
of information on the widest possible scale, and he was pleased to note that a

. . . .
rencral consensus hed been reached on that point,. as was indicated in paragraph 23

A



“QpOrC. The netr rder would, to a large extent, be achieved through the

snoning of i rmation and communicatinn ncdla of the developing

g, The colonial heritage, inadequacies of technical infrastructure and lack

isl and human resources had turned the developing countries into consuners
ion that was often ill edapted to their needs. It was deplorable that

c rning the developing countries was so often centred on conflicts

onal events, and that so little attention was riven to their

ent efforts and their struggle against hunger, disease and
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and other sensati
patient develoo
lonorarnce.

63. Hodernization of information media in the developing countries required the
egtablishment of national communication policies, the strengthening of regional and
subreglonasl co—nweration anu active support from develoned countries in the
provision of ths necessary infrastructures, eguipment and technical training. In
that respect. the United Hations wvas playing an encouraging role which should be
continued with a vier to the elimination of racism, apsrtheid and colonialism anc
the cQLﬁblwshmont of peace, international understanding, fggiéct for human rights
and s commitment Lo soclo-economic development. The immensity of that undertaking
required participation, co-operation and co-ordination among all the organs of tue
United Nations system.

6L,  He welcoms=d the programmes and measures adopted by the Department of Public
Infornation with o viewv to promoting a more Just world information order, and was
conTicent that efforts to restructure the Department would continue to emphasize
the principle of equitable geographical and linguistic distribution. The role
played by the Arabic language in that Department should, in view of its importance,
also be reviewed.

65. . THERODORACOPOULOS (Greece) said that the quest for freedom of information
vas not & nev phenomenon exclusive to modern technologically developed societies,
since it dated back to the time of the Athenian Republic when freedom of thought,
opinion and expression and the free Tlow of news and ideas were strictly respected.
That concept was based on human dignity and, as stated by Demosthenes, freedom of
coression was an absolube human right of all citizens. He was pleased to note that
uch princiﬂles were reflected in many international instruments and studies such &
the Universal Declaration of Human Rights, the liass ledia Declaration of UNESCOatge
Yooundé Declaration and the report of the International Commission for the Study O
Communication Problems.

60, Althoush the new information order must be based on freedom of information,
such freedom rust be associated with a commitment to truthfulness, accuracy and
rescect for human rights which could not be imposed by decree, censorship or
artitrary control of information. Such values could be guaranteed only through
free access to a full ranre of news sources and opinicns, as had been reaffirmed ip
the resolutions adopted during the last General Conference of UNESCO at Belgrade-
In that respect, he euphasized the central role of UNESCO as the forum, initiator
and catalyst of the worla debate on coumunications. He expressed support for the
resolution adopted at Belgrade concerning the need for imuwediate action to redress
the imbelance between the developing and developed countries in the field of
comrmunication.

w-
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67. Vith regard to the report of the Committee on Information, urgent attention
should be given to the recommendations concerning (a) measures to redress the
current geographical imbalance in the staff of DPI, (b) the support to be given for
the development of the mass media infrastructure in developing countries, (c) the
training of journalists and broadcasting personnel, and (d) the improvement of the
functioning of United HUations information centres.

8. In conclusion, he expressed support Tor the proposal mede by the French and
Italian revresentatives concerning the One World supplement published by

18 important newspapers including the Greek paper To Vima. He hoped that the
Committee would devote one of its forthcoming meetings to a discussion of that
issue.

69. Ir. GARRIGULS (spain) observed that, superficially, the current discussion
seenied to reflect three clearly defined and to a certain extent opposing positions:
that of the Western countries which stressed the fact that the press had the right
and duty to inform society, and the need for a free flow of information in
accordance with article 19 of the Universal Declaration of iuman Liighis; that of

the socialist countries, which held tkat information should be used to serve peace
end the liberation of peoples and which stressed that the concept of freedom must

be coupled with the concept of responsibility; and lastly, that of the developing
countries, which felt that questions of information were closely connected with the
establishment of a new international economic order and that an improvement in the
field of communications irould therefore be reflected in a better balanced world
economic situation. However, such positions were not irreconcilable; indeed, recent
General Assembly resolutions in the Tield of information, the recommendations of the
Committee on Information and the important decisions and resolutions of UNLSCO had
all been adopted by consensus.

70. In his delegation's opinion, the general principle of freedom of expression, as
defined in the Universal Declaration of Human Rights and recognized in the Spanish
Constitution, was the key to all information systems. Any effort to elaborate a
new, more just and a 1ore efficient internastional information and comsunication
order must be based on the free circulation and wide and better-balanced
dissemination of such information, while ensuring that each country maintained its
cultural and social identity. His delegation did not think that censorship or
inpediments to the freedom of information would ever be conducive to the
estaprtishment of a more just and more peaceful world.

T1. Several Vestern delegations had stressed that the principle of freedom and
that of responsibility should be complementary; but in so doing they had denied the
basic opposition between the two concepts. His delegation had welcomed the renarks
nade by the Chairmen of the Ad Hoc Working Group of the Committee on Information to
the effect that the Uorking Group's activities had been based on absolute respect
for freedom of information as one of the fundamental human rights.

T2. By the same token, the allezed dichotomy between freedom of information and
the legitinate concern for national economic and social development needed to be
qualified in many ways. Above all, it was necessary to control the trend towards
verbal escalation, vhich frequently rendered mutual understanding more difficult.

/...
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73. Twven within Lo comrunication systens of countries considercd to shore similar
soclal and cultursl levels, it wes not surprising to find imbalances; and as a
result of such imbolances the inforiiation structure of one country coulG not
automatically b= gpplied to the public of another country. As the Assistant
Director-Ceneral of UiTSCO had said, greater emphasis should be placed on endofenos
development , focusing on differert cultural and economic situations and adapting
auch developuent to the resl needs of each society.

Th., The relationshin between the new international information and communication
order and the establishuent of a nev international economic order had been Gescribed
in detail in the conclusions adopted at the Fifth Conference of Heads of Stete or
Govermment of don-Aligned Countries in 1976. The developing countries were
currently facing an erergency situation in two respects: on the one hand, they
urgently needed to sottain an adequate level of development: and on the other hend,
in order to attain ihat level, thelr information media must emerge from the
enbryonic state. Tortunately, tle United Nations system was already acquiring the
means to enable those countriess to achieve real development in the field of
inforustion. The Tuternational Commission for the Study of Corrunication Problems
had suhwitied to the recent UNESCO General Conference a very complete picture of
the different tendencies and needs existing throughout the world with a view to
finding ways to e¢stablish a new world information order. Iloreover, the General
Conference had egtablished an international prosramme for the development of
co unication to assist develozing countries in the elaboration and 1mpleuentatlon

.0
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75. In that conteint, the programme of fellowships and scholarships for journalists
and broadcasting personnel from the developing countries contained in document
1/25/003 was cspecially interesting. iention should also be made of the publicatiol
by 10 major newspapers from four continents, in co-operation with the United Nations
system, of tne qu Horld sumplement which was precisely designed to present the
problems relating to the esbablishment of a new international sconomic order and to
propote 1nuueptn Qialogug between countries with different levels of development.

T6. Awmong the documents and specific suggestions before the Committee, his
delsgation attached particular importance to measures to correct the current
seographical imbalance in the staff of the Department of Public Information,
particularly in the higher-level posts - a situation to which toth General Lgsembly
resolution 34/182 and the recommendations of the Ad Hoc Vorking Group had drawn
attention. Severzl delegations, including those of Colombia, Venezuela and
Uruguay, had also stressed that problem during the current gencrul debate.
Document A/C.5/35/L.13 on personnel cuestions aroused real concern about the small
number of staff yombers from Spanish-speaking countries and, more specifically, )
staff mewbers of Sponish nationality. For example, there was only one Spanish staf’
nember at the P-3 level in the Publications Service and two others in the Visitors
Section. Those fisures obviously seemed inadequate, given the importance of the
Spruish lznguage throuchout the world and Spain's contribution to the Organization:

Joo
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iT. It was also important to ensure the necessary balance in the use of official

wnsuages in DPI publications.

7. Tith regard to the general operations of DPI, his delegation was interested in
the plans to achieve greater selectivity and officiency in the lepartrent’s

services: and it supported the views expressed by other delegations to the effect
thet maximum use should be made of available resources before existing means and
resources were expanded.

7+ The Committee on Information, without renocuncing the broad mandate entrusted_
to it in connexion with the new world inforumation order, might achieve more positive
results by limiting activities to a few specific objectives and establishing a
realistic order of priorities, rather than by creating new, sophisticated means of
cormnication. By carrying out the necessary rationalization and achieving grea?er
efficiency, it would be vossible to make the general public familiar with the daily
vork of the United !lations, and not only with major issues, on which it was
especially difficult to obtain spectacular results. In thet connexion, he supported
the statement mezde by the representative of Colombia, vho had requested that

euisting information networks should be used to ensure a broader dissemination of
lnforration about the subjects dealt with in the various committees.

6. In conclusion., his delegation welcomed the improved publication of the

Ji Chronicle in different languages simultaneously:; and he drevw attention to the
§§§TEEEE:-aﬁring the nrevious session of the Assembly, his delegation had voted for
tie revised appropriations for that specific purpose.

Bl As was indicated in one of the early chapters of the book entitled

iany Voices One Vorld, published by UHNEGCO, the human imagination occupied a c?ntral
tlace in the zlobal process of communication. Imagination was alsc necessary in
order to overcome extrenist positions and to move towards compromise within th§
Ccomittee. The Department of Public Information needed imagination to enable 1t,
ith a limited budget and in response to the groving demand of various organlza§1onsa
to disseninate an image of the United Nations. Imagination was also necessary in
order to find simple solutions to complex problems, to understand fully that people
lived in one world but had very different voices and to realize that that world was
a0t standing still.

The meeting rose at 1.05 p.m.






