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The mecting was called to order at 11 a.m.

AGEIDA ITIIL 59: QUESTTONS RELATING TO INFORIATION (continued) (A/35/21, 362 and
Add.1, 50k and Corr.1l, 603)

(a) REPORT OF THE COMMITTEE ON INTFORMATION
(p) REPORT OF TH SECRETARY-GENERAL

(c) REPORT OF THE DIRECTOR-GENERAL OF THE UNITED IATIONS EDUCATIONAL, SCIENTIFIC
AND CULTURAL ORGANIZATION

(d) CO-OPERATION AND ASSISTANICE IN THE APPLICATION AND IMPROVEMENT OF NATIONAL
INTORMATION AND MASS COMMUNICATION SYSTELS FOR SOCTAL PROGRESS AND
DEVILOPMEHT: REPORT OF THE DIRECTOR-GENERAL OF THE UNITED NATIONS
EDUCATTIOHAL, SCIENTIFIC AND CULTURAL ORGANIZATION

1. lr. SORENSEN-MOSQUERA (Vecnezucla) expresscd Venczuela's interest in the
pionecring work of the United Wations BEducational, Scientific and Cultural
Organization (UNESCO) in the ficld of information and communications, and its
gupport for UNESCO's position as the central agency for the study and treatment
of those topics.

2. Despite the many studics of the question, agreement had not yet been reached
on satisfactory definitions of the terms “communication’ and "information", or on
an adequatc delimitation of the responsibilities of individuals, groups and the
mass media in the systemabtic and scientific study of the subject. However, there
was a measurc of agrecment on the urgent need to cstablish a new world information
and communication order to redress the imbalances and injustices crcated by the
existing structurc of information systems. Without a new world information and
communication order, it would be much more difficult to ensure the full
establishnent of the new international economic order, the sbrengthening of peace
and the protection of human rights. Opponents of the new information order had
made much of the fact that the nature of the desired order had not yet been
prceisely defined. It should be remembered, however, that although cormunication
had existed as long as socieby, the scientific and systematic sbudy of that
discipline as such and of its intcrdisciplinary aspects was rclatively recent.

3. So far more attention had becn given to what the nev order should not be,
rather than to what it should be. However, the UNESCO Declaration on fundamental
principlcs concerning the contribution of the mass media to strengthening pcace
and intcrnational understanding, to the promotion of human rights and to
counbering racialism, aparthcid and incitement to war, the publication of the
report of the International Commission for the Study of Communication Problems and
the adoption by consensus of the rclevent resolutions at the rccent UNESCO General
Conference had greatly clarified the matter. At a time when action was bccoming
more important than reflection, his delegation welcomed the establishment by
UIIZSCO of the International Programme for the Development of Communication and
hoped that all States Members of the United Nations would contribute financially
and technologically to the Programme's success.
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b, A mattor so important as bthe new world information and cormunication order
required the support of all agencics in the United Iations system, and also the
co~opcration of all lember States. Venezuela considered thet UiISCO possesscd
the cxperience and the structure ncecessary to study and set in motion activitics
relating to the nev order, and that it would be wasteful and impractical to
duplicate UNESCO's offorts. At the same time, his delegation rccognized the
fundamental role of the General Agsembly in that resneet and the vital need for
close co-operation between the various institutions of the United fations system.
It also recognized that it was for the United Nations Department of Public
Information, with thc co-operation of the Committee on Information, to co-ordinate
the activities of the system connected with the press and the disscmination of
information.

5. Venezucla had always been an ardent champion of the frecedom of expression and
information as one of the basic humen rights, and it considered that that freedom
should form an integral part of the right to information, which included not only
freedom to inform and to be informed but also the right of access to communications
nedia on a democratic basis, as well as the right of access to sources of
information and the protcction and inviolalLility of information sourccs, which
should be as varicd as possible. The influcnce of mass information media in the
sodern world and the identity of those responsible for their content were only

tco well known. It was therefore particularly important that the fundamental
rights and frecdoms should be strengthened and defended and that they should
entail arn cqual clement of responsibility. Information was not merchandise but

a social asset; and its formative and cohcsive function in any socicty, whatever
its idcology, implied a very serious responsibility which must be constantly
reconsidered and rcedefined.

6. His delcgation fully supported all proposals designed to improve the
efficicney of the public information machinery in the United llations system,

but felt that increased resources should be allocated to the Department of Public
Information, which was being asked to undertake ncw and complicated tasks in too
neny arcas. The Committee on Information should also co-operate more cffectively
with the Department in establishing prioritics in the light of the cost-
effectivencss of the proposed activitices. The Department's acsivitics could in
general be classificd under two major short—term and medium-term objectives.

The first was to establish a better geographical balance in the regular staff of
the Deparbment and in the creoation of information coentres and other dissemination
nachinery, in order to increasc the effective participation of developing countrics
in the public information policlies and activitics of the United Wations. The
sccond objective was to improve and incrcase the disscmination of information
concerning the principles, ideas and activitics of the United Mations, and to
co~ordinate the public information activitics of the various agencies. Obviously,
those objectives could be attained only in the context of the nced to establish

a mere just and more coffcetive vorld information and communication order. It was
also clear that the gradual attainment of both objcctives would make the best and
ost practical contribution to the cstablishment of that new order and conscguently
to the strengthening of peace in the world and the protcction of fundamcntal
human rights. With regard to equitablc geograpvhical balance, his delegation
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agrced with the Scerctary-General that the »rocess was slov and honce there vas a
nced for paticnce (A/35/50h, para. 12). Iowever, pabicnce had its limits, and the
Scerctariat should adont o much more aggressive, dyncmic attitude to correct the

imbalance noted by the Committee on Informstion.

7. The training of Journalists and broadcasting personncl, ~mrich colled for
greater dodicetion and resources boecause of its immense ooteatiel multiplying
offeet, also came under the context of the first objccti;\}c9 as did -~ at loasy
partially - the ostablishment of information centres and the designoiion of their
dircctors.

8. With regard to the sccond objective, thoere was 2 bas

which must be backled. The Unitoed Nations publie information scrvices had becn
created with a well-dcfined orientetion which responded to the nceds and rcalities
of the mass information media of the industrialized countrics and concinued to
serve thom reasonably effectively. VWhat was required now was nob merely an
improvement in press relcascs and the usc of more effoctive modern toechnology -
although both were necessary, and perhavs indispensable - but a redically different
and more imaginative approach to information. The mass nedia in the industrialized
countries had adequatce human and ceconomic resources to give full coverage to all
o activitics of the United Natioms; end the fact that that coverage vas not
entircly satisfactory was yel anothoer argument for the nced for a new world
information and cowmrunication order.

ic structural problen
-
u

9. A grester offort should be uade to cnsure that the third world itsclf received
information from the United Fations. In thet connexicn, groater cmphasis should pe
given to the insertion of the Pool of Hon-Aligncd fews Agercics, the Pan-African
News Agency and other regional agencics in the Organization's disscmination sysucil;
but that was only a small pert of the work to be done at the prescent time. The use
of new tochnology was of little value when the aim vas to provide precise
information rapidly to editors whosc technical and financial conditions werc
precarious. Iic hoped that the day would come vhen thet new technology could be
used by the developing world, but at prescnt it was more important for the Unitcd
lations to conccntrate on the cstablishment of less advanced but perhans morc
cffoctive channcls of communication while UNISO's_recently cstablished Internationel
Programme for the Dovelopment of Communication fulfilled its mancate of crcating
suitablce infrastructures.

10. In any case, thol would obviously require incrcased rosources. ConscquentlY3
his delegation had doubts about the utility of projects sucne s froqueacy modylatlon
proadcasts in the headquarters arca, and thc preparation of studics and reporus
focusing on verious aspccts of informetion end internatioral reletions, whicih wes
listed as a spceific task of the Department (A/35/504k, para. 7 (b)). ot only had
UNESCO a broad mancate in that respect but also several non-governmental end
academic orgenizations insidce and outside universitices had spent yoars on such
studics, of which there had been a veritable cxplosion over the past few ycars.

It vould be morc rational and efficicnt for DPI and the Committec on Infornaiiop'
+0 concentrate on a scarch for practicel solutions t6 the vast problcms confronting
them, thus avoiding any duplication of coffort.
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11, The vork of the various United Nations institutions should be complementary.
The nev world iaformstion and communication order was urgently nceded both by the
third world countrics and by the irdustrialized countries. All must work cqually
hard to achiceve it, without any burcaucratic or acadcmic rivalry.

12, Hr. HUTCHENS (Australia) said tha® his country was not a member of the
Committec on Informaiion but intended to abtend its future mectings as an obsorver.
that was an indication of the importance Australia attached to the Commitiec®s
discussions.

13. The relationship between freedom of the press and press responsibility had
Tirst been raisced by the reproesentative of the Soviet Union in a highly pronagandist
nennor vhich brooked neither debate nor alternative view. The Australian dolegation
cjected “he views then cxpresscd and regretbed the manner in which thoy had been
steted.  Austrelia was committed to the concept and practice of frecdom of the
vress. A free press was not o licence to irresponsibility but an essential
condition for the excrcise of genuine freedom. Frecdom of thought and cxpression
anc the unfettered circulation of ncus and ideas were fundamental human rights

vhich mus$ be kept in the forofront of any consideration of the development of a
new and more just world infomestion and communicstion order. His delegation was
comnitted to the implencntation of that new order and shared the view that it was
itmortant to wrocced only by conscnsus. fustralia would support only those
proposals and activitics which in no way croded the principles of frecdom of the
Press and the free flow of information.

14, The discussions on information and communication guestions had been especially
immortant during the current year becausce of the Twenty--first UNTESCO General
Conference at Belgrade. The debate on the new order should be conducted as far

as possible in that organization but UNESCO should not have the solc responsibility
for implementing the order. His delegation welcomed the emphasis given at Belgrade
to co-opcration among United Nabions agencics, and it was clear that the
International Telecommunicatiors Union (ITU) had a very important role to play.
Satisfactory co~ordinntion of activitics among different international agencices

was esscentiel in order to aveid duplication. Co-ordination with some aspccbs of
the work of the Committce on the Peaceful Uses of Outer Spacce should not be
overlooked. The co-ordinating rolc of the Joint Unitcd Nations Information
Committee was important, and his delegation hoped that that Committce would play

a more active role in reviewing the information activities of the specialized
egencies.

15. Australia did not sce any reason to review the mandate of the Cormittec on
Information set forth in Gencral Asscumbly resolution 34/182 upon which a consensus
had been reached after detailed negotiations; and it continucd to support that
randate. At the same btime, it belicved that in 1961 the Committce should
concentrate on the public information programme of the United Hations.

16. Australia had been greatly impressed by the work of the United Hations
Informetion Cenbre at Sydney, which was an effcctive instrument for thoe promotion
of United Hations work in that part of the world. However, although the numboer

T South Pacific area had riscn dramatically in rccent ycars,
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not cnough was known of the work of the United Nations in that region and ncither
the United Tations nor the Departrient of Public Informasion knew cnough about the
region. His delegation thercfore suggested that consideration should be given ©o
increasing the Depertment’s activitics in the South Pacific to improve the arca’s
awarcness of Unitod abions activitics of rclovance to its inhabitants.

17. IHis delegation abtbached great importance to the implementation of Hconomic
and. Social Council resolution 1980/30 on the development of public information
activitics in the ficld of humen rights, and was pleascd with the vay in which

the Departiacnt of Public Information hod so far tockled that chailenge. Promoticn
of Unitced Wations work in that ficld could be of direct benefit to people, and
could also cnhancc the reputation of the Organizabion. His delegation would also
be rost intcrested in the revort to be submitted by the Scerotary-General to the
Cormission on Human Rights on the implementation of paregreph 3 of Council
resolution 1680/30.

18,  Austr

aliz had taken a keen interest in communications issucs in the
Cormonwealth Fforum; and ab the Confercnce of Commomvrcalth Heads of Government in

1979 it had initiated a proposal for the cstablishment of a Comronwealth Commitiee
on Communicabiorns and the Media to study communications and mcdia problems, with
particuler rceforcnce to the needs of develoning countrics, as a basis for
identifying communicotions prioribies and suitable forms of Commomvealth
co-operabion to mect Shosc problems. It had also proposcd increascd exchanics

of media personnel between Commonwoealbth members and had offered to provide

SA 75,000 o support such exchanges. The report of that Committec would be
considered by the meeting of Commonwoalth Heads of Government in 1981,

19. Australia would conbinuc bo provide assistance bo develoning countrics to
meet their cormunications nceds within the usual provisions of its development
aid prosramme. It recognized that cowmunications development vas one of many
compebing noeds and that it was the responsibility and right of individual
countrics to order their development priorities as they saw fit. In Thot
.

connexion, it would waitch with great irtcrest the progress of the Intoernal
Programmc for the Development of Cormwmnication recontly ostablished by UNE

.
20. Mr. ZSOHAR (Hungary) said that at a time when Western rcactionary circles
wore sceking o uadermine the policy of aétente, it was '”ccssary to reaffirm
the continuing validity of the resolution adopted by UMLSCO at its Paris
Conference in 1978, stabing that the strengthening of neace and international
understanding, the nromotion of human rishts and the countering of vacialism.
apartheid and incitement to war demanded a free flow and a wider and betoer
balanced disscmination of information and that the mass media had an imgportant
role to pley in that regard. lo expresscd satisfaction ab the results achicved

at the Bcelgrade Conlcrcnce of UITESCO, which had confirmed those principles.

its uwtmost to conbtribube to the realization of objoctive
erd responsible mags communicabions in accordance with its forelgn policy, which
was guided by the basic principles of pcaceful co-existence, non-interference in
internal affairs, and the sbruggle for pcacce.  His CovornmCﬂb, therofore, condernd-
eny attempt to invoke freedom of the press to justify interforcnce in the internal

[ooo
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of racial hatred and any abbempts to instigate discord botween netionalitios.
22, All mass commnicatbtion media must scrve social progress. His Coverament
closcly followed the work carricd out witnin the United Nations sysbem to bring
@out a noew, just vrorld information and cormunication order, and it agrecd that

the Unitod Hations must use She means at its disposal to provent mass media from
foncnting tonsions, snreading false information and cngeging in propaganda for

var and racial hatred. At the present time, the mass media of certair Vestorn
countries invoked the frocdom of the press to atback socialist countrics., becauso
“hey considored that frocdom to be an appropriate weapon in the idcological
strugele between socialism and capitalisn.  The publication of false information
ucs a violation of the frecdom of the press. The nreveiling monopoly of the mass
comrunication acdia ran counbter to the intercsts of peonles. A prover systom for
dissemineting information coul@ not bo achicved as long as mass communications

were nonopolizaed by internabional cormerations and the large Westorn news agencics.
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The csbeblishment st ‘nformetion and cormunication order was
¢l cxtrone imrorte socialicst and to the developing countries as an
effective tool dn o 1o against bvackwardness, colonialism and imperialism,
fuch a system should be hased on the Charter of the United Tations and the gencral
rrinciples of interpational low and cqualily among nations. His Government
attached great importance 4o the work carried out vithin the framevork of UnZSCO
0 bring obout thoe new order and Lo claborate priuncinles governing its activitics.
hungary sras ready to nlay an active role in the claboration of such a system and
would conbinuce to gupport ony posgitive initiative for accomplishing thabt tashk
vithin the framework of the United ilations.

N2
[anp

0
o
"

igr
subjoet of information in the Special Polifical Committce had transccended the
limited concept of dealing with wetters relating to public information. The
Commitsee on Information was a rogular subsidiaxry organ of the Gencral Assembly,
with 211 the implications that entailed. Onc of them was the nced to debermine
the extent to which its terms of refcerence should cover natters other than thosc
lircetly perteining to the work and funchioning of the Dopartment of Public
nformation and certaln specialized agencices within the United ilations.

eb,  lr. SOHALSKI (Poland) said that in the past two years the significance of the

<
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25. In his opinion, the Committee on Information should deal with =211 aspects
of gucstions rolating to information. e noxt step was to seck agreement on the

cucstion of the new world information order. Although his dclegation had no
difficulty in joining a conscnsus on thnt gquestion, it had scrious doubts wivh
resnect o the definition contained in paragraph 26 of the report of the Committec
to the effeet that the now world informabion and communication order should be
understeod as a just means of frocing develoning countries from thelr current
dopendence with rospeet to infrastructurc, know-how and technology rclating to
information tochniques and enabling them to gain complcebe mastery of those
tochniques.  That definition oversimplificd the concept of the new vorld
informetion order and ignorcd the necd for changes which would affeet all
countrics, not only devcloping countrics, and also the nced to claborate a sct
of sound and generally recognicod principles to effectively enhance inbernational

crsbanding.
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5. In that rerard, his delegation expressed satisfaction at the recent stotement
wnde by the Assistont Director -Cenersl of WIESCO, ond esnecially his reference €O
+the need to snswer the ‘bip questions”’ relatinn to concentual theoretical and

policy~oriented issues. Auong the factors adding to the COPOleYlt\ of public

N

~

information problems, mention had been nacde of the -o-ca\“au SNast~iest nexus.

The issuve of press freedon versus »ress responsibility had been involed in the
Committee’s discussions, UFis <elegau10n did nov accept that formulation since
freedor: and responsibility were indivisible, and freedom of the press was not a
fixed and isoloted value. but varied according Lo the social context. Todern
inforpation media could facilitate thought ond discussion and could also stifle
thern they could promote the progress of civilization or thwart it. The right of
the information medic to free expression must be based on the duty to serve the
coumon good. The precept of the indivisibility of medis freedom and responsibility
implied that the media must be accountable to society for meeting nublic neels and
safeguarding the rights of citizens.

27. The role of public information in international relations was only part of
the vast problem of information media. If nations were to survive they must
cultivate self-restraint, moderation and mutual uwnderstanding. Adecuate and
reliable informetion was not onlv essential for promoting foodwill between
Governments and peoples and breaking Covm Tt“flcj ). barriers crested by
prejudice and discrimination; it was the very ley to communication., Unfortunately.
the current situation in the field of information had given rise to many nepgative
phenomena throughout the world. In the past year, certain sections of orld nevs
media had totelly disregarded the most pressing issues of the time - peace,
détente, disarmament and genuine develonment. DRadio stations in certain countries
beamed. prorrvammes to other lands spreading prejudice and 111 will to the detriment
of international relations. It was & sad irony thot certain parties to the

1038 Internatiorncl Convention Concerning the Use of Broadcasting in the Cause of
Peace had engaged in hostile radio promnagenda. Ileasures should be taken to cnsure
that the informetion iedia disseminaced accurate nevs and refrained from eny
activities desicned to prorote feelin~s of hatred between peoples or incite
agrression.

LTt}
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In the search for new solutions, cdelusive simplifications should be avoided,
ertﬂcuiarlv those vhich presented + he problem as defending the choice betveen
redia, responsibility, falsely conceived as povernwent control., and uncontrolled
riedis freedom as the principal safeguard against CGovernment interference and
censorship. Such an approach was altogether misleading., The organic link bettreen
hose tvo concepts was neither freedom nor responsibility per se but the feedback
relationshin between the ways in vhich each of them was exercised. In
international relations end in the process of fostering friendly relations earions
States. the net result of that relationship was called fairness. In recent years.
he dnternational community had sousht to elaborate generally acceptable and )
workable principles to govern action for world neace throush information. Like al-
international agreements. those formulas would have to be based on o comnon
denominator of the respective philosophies and apnroaches. TFor that reason. in
spite of certain reservations, his delegation believed that the UNESCO Declaratios
on fundanental principles concerning the contribution of the wass media to

13
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20, Pe releting to nrecticel United Ilations information
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33. -, UOUTART (‘iger) sald thet at o time vhen the Snecial Politicsl Committee
vas discussing questions relsting to inforretion for the thir” time since 1078, it

was encourcging to note that while the corcept of o new world informetion and
cormunication order hed not yot heen unanimously accepted et least its outlines
and constituvent elements were becowming clearer. The positions of different
countries on the matter were knowm and had recently been skilfully summarized by
he representetive of Sincanore. here had been extensive debates on the subject
in various international meetings at the reriornal and world level  sucn as the
three most recent sumit conferences of Neads of Stote and Governrents of the
ffon--Aligned Countries +the three regional conferences organized b TWISCO on
conmunication policies in Tatin fmerica Asis and Africa and in particular, the

rimental Conference for Co operation on Activities ITeeds and Programmes
for Commumication Develodiient which haod laid the foundation for the adontion b the
recent twenty-Tirst session of the General Conference of UWTSCO of the International
710

Prograrmie Tor the Develonnent of Cormmunication.

3k, The pioneering role plaved by UM should be comuended., The
report of the Internstional Commission for the Study of Communication Problems wes
a 1major contribution to the study of information and commumication nroblems and to
the attemnt to establish a new vorlé informaetion and cowrmunication order. The
rlobal approach vhich the renort adopted to the problem of cormunication was
particularly felicitous, all the more so since it coineiced with the views of
nurerots developing countries.

35. Ticer had alirays linke( *the problem of information and cormuniceoiion with the
over -2ll nroblen of develovnment. That was natursl for a vest country with a low
nopulation density - a country which was completely land-locked, newly independent
ané sufferins from the coustraints of vorld communicaticns structures and from the
serious irmbalence in the flov of neiwrs information in the world.

Tizer s five vear econowmic and social development nlan (1070-1083) described
in detail the present situntion and the lons -term and short-term objectives of its
inforration ond communication nolicy. The peneral tash: assigned to information
nedie in Miger wns to inform, motivate and educahe the nonulaticn and to contribute
to the re-enhancement of tlie national culture and the strenstheninrs of national
wmity since his cowmtry was ceeply convinced that it 1as necesssry to mobilize all
ts meterial ond humen resources Tith a view to establishing a society ich could
muarantee to its peonle the conditions essential for their full develovment.
obilization of materisl and humaen resources was necessary also at the
international level in order to prowmote peace understanding and harmony betveen
reonles and the struggle against racism and spartheid. Those resources should be
nlaced at the service of the ideols of the United Tlations, so that world unity
could be achieved in snite of even because of, the many different voices which
would malle themselves heard. The larpge measure of arreement already achieved

ot the UJESCO meetings, and at those of the Cormittee on Information. showed thet
in spite of genuine philosophical controversies. it vas still possible to hope.
The adontion of the United Tations Charter itself had given the lie to those vho
nersisted in believing that States could onlvy be ‘cold nmonsters  insensitive to
appeals for solidarity. The establishment of a nev vorld information order was &
concrete expression of the determination affirmed in the Cherter to promote socié-

~
39,
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nrocress and bether standards of 1ife in lrrper freedor . Thot tesk srac incuMen'
wen 2ll  and Miper vould swnare no effort fu Melnines to sccornlisly it

37, Vir. ABDULAF (Trinided ond Tohamo) said that over the mast 2o~ there had heen
i sirns of reoo 1tion of the need for fundarentesl chances in
ion systenn. Thus. the recent Cenerol Conference of Uij7004
-
[

tho

T
nd taken the Flrsf steps tovards the esteblishment of a nev world informotlon
& comwnicetion order with the aim of promotin:, a wider ond hetver halenced
digseninotion of information. "TMile it was still necessary dloki
concent of a new vorld inforvation and cormunication orier.
Tas & landinarl: event, since it idlentified some of the main covponen

the order could be based. Iiis Covermment recornized that a €
bress vas an essential fe ature of z dewocratic society. Iach State, hovever. had
the right to deternine its om nntilonal priovities Ybased

4 on accent.Dle
tional stancdards. Any attewpts thercfore. bv rational or tronsnntional
entlcles to subvert those priorities or Jerogate frorn those standerds must e
vicorously resisted. lis delepation noted that those vieuvs vere reflected in the
elerents identified in the ULTESCO resolution as necessary to & r
e nev information ond cowrmunication order.

e establishment of

30.  Mnother importont recommendaticn of the Genere! Confercnce related to the
International Prosrearme for the Development of Communication recommended Ly the
Intergovernmental Conference for Co-operation on Activities, lleeds and Prosrrormes
for Cormunicetion Develorment. The suggested principles end nain objectives of the
Frogramue ould do wuch to redress the imbalances in the present syster of
information flovs.

39. ith respect to the report of the Secretary General (A/35/50k) close

attention should he given to the question of redressing the pr-sent geogrzbnical
imbelance of staff mparticuvlarly in posts at the higher and decision-mal-ing

levels of the Devartment of Public Informetion. "Thile recornizing the need for
palience in thot matier, his delesation Telt that siaff orale vould inevitably
suffer if promotion was to depend entirely on the rate of attrition. ith respect
to the review of the distribution of repional units within the Radio Service +that
vos beins undertaken., he reiterated his Government's view that the nuwiber of nevly
indenendent States from the Caribbean area and the continuing r-sponsibilit:s of the
United "ations for the non-independent Territories Justified the creation of 2
Caribbean radio service unit separate fror the nresent Horth American unit. The
mit could also assume eventuol respopsibility for the Dutch- and TFrench-spesking
territories in the area. Ilis delefation, thereforo, felt that a specific proposal
on that matter should be included in the resclution to be submitted to the Goneral
Assenbly at the current session. e welconed the statanent of the Secretary-
General concerning the submission of specific proposals regarding the progrormes
for the training of journalists and broadcasting personnel and lookerd forward to
the establishnent of the training programme, which would contribute to the
strengthening of media persomnel in developing countries. Ilis delegation stressed
the need for an early revier of the functions and role of the United liations
information centres os outlined in the report of the Comrittee on Information
(A/35/21). As one of their main tasks those centres should nrovide the Devartwent

/e..
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and communication

ho, the item under consideration vras one on which
al Tations came the closest to reachins a consensus:
ods ion of the prorsramise for informatior and
col cnsolidation of United Jations informatizn
ac ol a ne, wore just and more effective information
on lerss’don velconed the success achieved in thet
con omewtﬂcion of the relevant resolutions of the General
Lsserinly 2 oth r ozgaas wnd erencies in the United Wations systen,

= 7y

e wished o Pay a tribute to all those responsible for that success
dor to UWESCO for the ceht“ﬁW role it had »laved in brincing the
formation to nationa o

snd Tor the
stance 1t had rende“

v stronzly supported current efforts to achieve co-ordinaticn
on bhetireen the Jdifferent United Hations bodies working in the field
n efforts should be continued W1tb 5 view to avoiding
¢ to the utmost, thile concentrating resources on the
armation. His delecation also supnorted the vies thot the
I

e

e published \A/QS/Ql ennex,

mrerdation that the United “ations should
s and establish its own international short-
possible (annex, para. 77 (L)).

Lo, Mg delegatica wished to thenk all those countries and United ¥aticns
agencies that had provided facilities for the trainin~ of nersonnel from the
feveloping countries. althourh such feoeiliii~s fell short of their growing
weovirements.  FHe sugzested that such assistence should be direscted towards the
estebhlishment of bﬂﬁic inTormation infiestructur:

s, which the developing countries
on and communication systens and
connezion, ne emphasized the
orofessionals, vho would serve as teachers and would help
onal units for the production of the necessary matcrials,

setting up training centres and institutions suited to
,evelooin" countries. Uith regard to the irplementation of an
sramme of assistance for cormmunication develorment, his dele gatis
ablishrent of an international Tfund for that purpose.

- o B
e

er to expand their informa
nce In that field, In that

[
n

13, Despite the useful vork carried out by the United Hations informstion centris
his delegation felt that a great deal remained to be done in order to brinj the
messases of the United Wations to local communities, snec:a¢l/ in the develoning
30ﬂn+“ieso In that connexion, he said his delegetion wes in favour of the

tot
T

ablighmen®™ of informetion centres in all the capitals of wher States and of
oroduchion of Tilis and boors in national lsnpuases and the organization of
o discussion groups. Such measures could also offer an effective way of

countering nronasands degipned to dancpe the Unitved iations.
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nsed in education
public meetings. ioreover, it

eastern Indian States and was spoken rocuns in Bauban ond
Burma. Accordingly, his delesation —eques ecretary-Caneral should

pive urgent comsideration to the inclusion
thz Asian unit.

k5. In view of the very wide gop oetireen the

capabilities of the develoned and the devalopi t0
note the developed couvntries® willinmmess to as N
building their own infornation »nd commnicebi

achieving a freer, wider ond more balanced diss n of . tkat
context , his delepation wished to draw atiention t g alse exi 1 in
the information infrastructures of the developing tries tnpﬂceIVQs Jioreover,

the lack of resources snd of adecuste technical _ > end knowr-how in the least
teveloped countries, which included Mepal, imposed serious liritstions on their
efforts in thet direction. Accordingly, with & view to providing o basic
corunication network throushout the country . the Coverament of ilepal vas taking
steps to establish postal serviceg, microwave televhone svstems  and radio and
vireless links within the country and to vrovide teleprinter services for
newspaners. However, develovment in thet sector vas closely conrected to the

over all social, cultural and economic develonment of the cormbry ~ad eotailed
huge financial, humen end technological resources. Therefore, his dele;ation
aprealed to DPI | UNESCO end other swecialized sgencies as well as bo individual
countries to give torn »priority to the least developed countries in their
prograrmmes of assistance in that Tield. The objective of establishing a nev, nore
Just and more effective worlé informetion end communicetion order covld not bhe
achieved so long e the special problems of the swall. poor countries were

ignored,

bo. 1iis delepetion fu 11y supported the recommendations of the Ad Hoc Vorking
Group contained in naregrorhs 76 and 77 of the annex of the repoxt of the
Cormittee on Inforﬁ@t_on (A/35/21). 1Ir the current world situatio: . vhich wac
characterized by international securitv based on a delicobe balance of nuclear
vespons and by the contradictions created by an ideological bipolar pover
structuren reinforced by the emergence ol small, regional povers, the natioial
interests of the powerful Stetes Jid not zenera 7 ly ccincide with thoss of the
sualler, veaker States. As a result, it was becoming increasingly ditTicult for

the nationel cormunication medie of the smeller coap*“1es to make their
‘ependent viewpoints known to the world public. Tor those countries. vhaich

ine l uded ilepal, the United Ilations represented hope Tfor their survival, Tor the
rote

% rction of thelr national independence and govereirnty and for their over-all

oo



develoorent. “he deen foith such countries had in the nurposes and principles
United Nations was svnbolized by their active nursuit of a non-aligned
olicy and vn their inclusion of the United lMations as a compulsory

in the curricula of hoth lover and higher education. ide disseminaticn
of informztion on tna Uni eﬂ vations would consideranly help to strensgthen
international poodirill and thus to strengthen international peace and security.

1 his delepation corsidered the question of the free flow of

to he of grect cnce it also believed that small. wveak

- should not be suﬁxOCLec to oocial and cultural invasions by poverful

oreicrn media in the nome of the free flow of infornctior. The problen faced br

the developing countries in general and by the least developed countries in

i a2y wos to achieve over-all develomiient while preserving thelr indirenous

1 culture and values. llodern neans of information could be used

e fectively to enricn the treditional culture and valiues and to give dynamisn

to zevelopnent =ffori Torever, the cbsence of just such a delicate balance

would SuEGWﬁ resulc the mental colonization of the wesker by the stronger: in
{ the monopoly of modern mesns of communication vwos a majior factor

mhalances. Accordingly . respect for the free flow of

a view to prowoting cross- cultural interdependence and the

Wt““h ational uwnderstanding, gocodwill snd tolerance wvere prerequisites

and balanced international informatiocn orde

c.

o)

T~

(et .T

o, In concrusion. Pis delesation welcomed the final report of the

T I N
Interpove

:ental Conference for Co-operation on Activities, UWeeds and Prcgraumres
for Cu.ﬁu nication Development (A/35/302 wpare. ') and the very important

SCWUblOdu adopbed v the UNUSCO General Conference during its tventy--first
session (A/35/3C2/L44.1, anncxes I snd II). Those resolutions if proverly
implenented, wonld fo o lonﬂ ray touards esteblishing a newr., more just and more
eflfective Lntevn”twonﬁl inTormation and communication order.

B9, I (Syrian Arab Republic) expressed the conviction of his
Celay et the deliberations of the Commitiee on Information had been

N

Fruitful and hod reflected genersnl apreement on the need to establish a new worll
nforrietion order alred at strengthening international peace and nubual
ing based unon a free snd balanced exchange of information. The repor

1ittee contained an ertensive presentation of the concerns of the
g countries on questions of information, and his delegation reaffirmed
suonort for those positions. The interest of the developins countries

the patter vas reflected in their interest in international vcace and securit’
vhicih was oll the keener because of the vulnerability of ‘their economic and

developmental situation to intzrnational crises. His delegation was convinced
of the close connerion betveen the new world cconomic order and the newv inforr
order.

50. The inforriation nedis in the industrialized countries were still averse tc
playing their part in informing public opinion in the developed countries of tif
rerits of the new wvorld economic order and the new world information order so &
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(Ux. Adhami. Syrian

to prepare those societies to take por Thoce 1
st11l pronoting war and creating tensi the develon
countries and Geﬂ1ﬂ atIJ% thelr civili THeV Ters
(aad (=)
(=)

.~ :

countries, the entrencnment of the color
verretuation of elements of the old
omination and the narrow e”OtlSulfaJ . >
ueveloning countries expressed their dis tion with the vnolicies enc
nractices of the Vestern informetion ned srerc constantly told that thov
d1d not understand the difference betveen free and independent medic and
tovernments which could not be c0151dereo resporsible for the practices of such
ietia.  Information was a facade which concezled en ideoclogica sitid d
dmask worn by the irperialists while egging on their armies to attsck third
‘wrlﬁ countrics and ensure comination over ther. Through informatio~, the
Iizerialists created a climate in which thneir interference came to seem nature
in the protection of go-called interests. The negative and hostile a
tovards the intervests of the neoples of the developing countries on the part
Vestern information media were primarily responsible for an orgenized atteiipt
to mobilize public ovinion in support of policies of Lostility ond confrontat:
&8 a consequence of which Covernments becane obliged to impl : c
in the name of “democratic exigencies © in those comtries.
Governments could not disavou the evil effects wiilch negative 71
1

5

T . - . . - o i

azve upon their positions. reletions and policies since ther nust ultimatell”
In an interderendent 1O striving for

)
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be held responsible for tlhiose policies. n C

beace anc mutual understending, and in an ers in vhich a sense of justice towards
peoples had developed, 1t was not possible to allow the docirine of the
evendence and freedom of information to hecome en instrurment Tor the
Geﬁ,vct701 of trust between peonrnles, for the abuse of their disnity or the
tenizl of their fimdamental rights. Tiven if the Governments of the advanced
ccuntrics were not in a position to interfere in the policies of the media in
Practice, it was open to question as to vhet efforts they vould make to rectify
the negative effects arising from those policies in the light of their naticnal
end international responsibilities. The neoples of the wrorld lived together on
arth as though in a single s raving the ocean. surviving together or

terishing together,

(D

=
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1= Syria. together with the other developing cqunt?ie . was porticulerlsr

ncerned with the CGLf* able geopgraphical G7Suf1buh on of the stalf of the
“e}artaent of Public Information in accordaace with Article 101 of the Charter
of the United Ilations and accorded that subject first priority. The rosponse on
that subject in paragrach 12 in the report of the Secretary-General (A/35/50L) wras
isatisfoctory, and he expressed the hope that DPI would zbandon its present
ettitude to the problem and adopt a more effective and more serious or
Such a balance was necessary in the context of the efforts to establish a

7orld inforuation order. On many occasions the media of the United lations

O\)’Y

been used for prove~enda purposes in violation of the principles and purposes of

+ . . A

bhe nerter relating to the strengthenings of international peace and mutusl
inderstending. That indicated that a number of officials from the advanced

«Q

ountries hed been uncble to free themselves from their ideological bhackrround
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cii 0F vhich the United Nabions had
the peneral vpolicy of
will of the

The internaticonal

ond purposes of the
ternational

or to adap% to the new conceps
bezome the hest oroponent. T
Wﬁf‘bn _in spite of
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media shiculd be nore

more truiy renresentative of tTh
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2. His lelesotion shared th Hini £ other delepations that tie role of

cther ogaencics of the ki uld Le complementary and that

they snouvld 11 work t© hﬂonu of a new worlid inform~tion
3 i ' iel T

inf rpatfon

avoiled. DPI should be nr0v€6e6 rith the additional
it to carry the additional burdens, His Gelegation,
the rowa“V‘ made by he reprasentative of Singabore

ties, hlo uel&g&thL reaf¢1rmed its support for the
Jio and Visual Services Division; it was providing
he fAwvab vorid which vere especially appreciaived by the
o and television services there. The iiiddle Tast Unit
single unit end should b2 sudperted and strengthened; its
number of staff increased in conformits
8 ond tiie situabion in other units.

ir. GEENS (Belgiuvm) said that the statement made on 10 Hovember 19C0 by t
:wreﬁentau¢ve of Luxe voour on behalf of the nine member countries of the
muronean Reonomic O flected his CGovernment's position

e its support for the efforts being made
»lie Iz ~tion to acnieve the utmost

Vith meximun eﬂono”y in all the Department’s activities and
ies that were obsolete. redundant, ineffective or of msrginal
coinexion, the constructive dialogue estoblished between the
e Committee on Inforration should help the Depcrtment regularly
programmes to a critical review. His delegation also particularly

he establishment of a Planning, Prograrmins and Evaluation Unit.

to submit it
apnreciated

ct 0

5. The vork of the Comnittee on Information and the debate on it. in the
itical Committee reveazled the international community’s ‘rorin
s of the universality of problems concerning information and
lon. Si'ms of solldarity and cormmon interests were also emerging and
edress the imhalance existing in that field. However, the
the field of co ninated wmerely by

onroing sap ir

unicotions could not be &7

the physical develonment of infrastructures or by the transfer of technologies.
In +ne lonf rua . the necessary balance would be qchleveu throush the eliminatich
of the different obstacles iwpeding the development of truly independent
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OT. Mith rezard to the specific proposals concerning
die training of journalists and broadcasting pe

the Secretory-General (A/JS/SO ) his del

of the pro-ramme to be realistic and well

steze. since the p‘fofeSSﬂona1 and technical resourcss

the Pepartient of Public Information were quite limited.

i

to the programme. His delen:s

-~
paragronhs 35 and L3 of thal. roport.

car
rajravh 21 of

1ol fsserbly thet the re

i
bl““luﬁ so that more satisfoct

ssible. By the san
comnendation contained in pars
Daximum utilization of the possi
better understanding of the United T

- In conclugion, referring to the allesed

1% that the countries of the third vorld counld

constantly ?ourﬂ taelﬂ T]”Laluj I

O'tbe 1eglslation protectlng 1na1v1uual citizens

o1 such freedon. iloreover, mony countries hod or

&mured that journalists respected the princinle

toanzxion, his delegation had heen very pleased t
Cyl ained in the report of the International Comm
rn - . 4

voraunication Problems to the effect thot o code

and broader floir of informetiiin 2%

tie ~lobal develomment strategy. In so
to avoid all forms of duplication.

ok

KN

co
W-fieeOOH and that or resnonsibility in the field
te 3

fropegandiscic or sterile debates on th-t subject.
Slgapore haq stressed, a sy ouoeu"s of bouh priACiD

re already apparent in ex1scin@ systen

& to United iatious television facilities in Cenevn referred
p the raovort of the Secretoryv-Ceneral contained in document
5/50k . his del eration s17g sted thot the Commitsee should recomnend to the
e ativelr modlest smount of funds necessary for the
imment referred to therein slould be mede aveileble during the curront
ory end eflective co-overstion betwesn the
ormation Service in Ceneva 1" the television netvorks could be estavlished
e tolen., his delegation fvlliy supporied the
“h W2 of the same report concerring the
lities offered by television to promoite &
a

, .
Tnglish
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8. Tlis Gelerzation sumported the proposal contoined in parszraph 34 of tb

r ' the Secretsry.-Ceneral (N/“r"0J> esnecia

or rad*o and television broadecasters coulc make an extremely valueble
tior also
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11y since regional training
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ticns in Vestern Turove.

radiction hetween the principle
7 of inforration. his delegztion
gain nothins fro»
As the representative of

ples suited to the cuvltural

The elements of such ©

5: trose systeus thot stressed
sested by unoi¢1c131 nublications.
nad to op P”Sue ol ‘1n +he limits
and © t abuses
oss CJUﬁCilS or *“Woupﬂls which
of respoosipility. In tist
o note the recormrendation
is°“on for the Strdv of

sthies for the worls ol such
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nress councils should be acdopted by the rembers of the nrofession themselves,
without any poverniental interference.

{—

ol

)

ir. III (China) said that Chine supported the work of the Committee on
nfermnation. He drev attention to the fact that several years earlier the
developing countries nad raised the issue of the establishwent of a new nmore
just and nore effective world informetion and cowmwnication order, an initiative
that reflected the urgent need to change various illozical conditions preveiling
in the field of informaticn, while »nreservings notional independence and striving
Tor the chablisT_ent of a newv international econoiic order.

by e

-
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62.  The current world situation was characterized by the rapid development of

science and technolozy as vell as by persistent, serious threats to world peace
and to the independence and security of States: in that context. the super-Powvers
were Lﬂt@ﬂSll]le their rivalry in variocus parts of the vorld, especially the
Soviet hepewonists. who were puroU1ng their policy of aggression and expansion,
vhile franticallyr adv;Ltlsing military détente.” 'friendly co-operation’ and

“consolidetion of peace in order to divert the vorld's attention. On the other
hend, many countries of the third world were, in many resvects, still being
subjected to tha aggression, exploitation. plunder and control of irperialism,
colonialism and hefemOﬂlsm and,were c0ﬂ81dera01y less developved in economic terms
as well a3 in ter of science and technology. Accordingly., their technical
means in tne field iy mation and communication lagﬁed far behind thogse of the
developed countries. Thalt state of affairs was inconsistent with the role those
countries vlayed in current internatioral affairs: it clso hindered their efforts
further to consolidate their national independence to achieve social progress. to
oppose imperialisn. colonizlism and hegemonism and to help to maintain world peace
ond stability. Th srefore, his delegation supported the developing countries’
legitinete efforts in favour of the estgblishment of a new, more just and more
effective world information and communication order.

T
1
L
1

63. Ideas about how to establish such a new world order differed from Statz to
State and within the international community. In his delegation's oninion, the
establishment of a new world information and communication order must be conducive
to world peace and to the establishment of a new international economic order; it
imust also promote economic, social and cultural development and proper
understanding and friendly exchanges emong neoples. particularly in the many
developing countries. It wes essential that the developing countries should
versigt in their efforts to achieve self-reliance through individual and
collective measures, lowever, they also needed the help of the developed
countries and of international orgenizations. All such co-operstion should be
based on rutual respect for territorial integrity and sovereignty, mutual
non~aggression. non--interfercence in the countries' internal affairs, equality,
mutral benefit and neaceful co-existence. and all international assistance

v "ootaken in that connexion nust scruoulously respect the nationsl sovereignty
ol the recipient countries. It was also important that such assistance should be
suited to the smecific conditions and needs of the recipient countries and shoull
be directed towards increasing their self-reliance, thus helning them to streng f
their politicol and economic independence and to enhance their social and cultur®

/...
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(Mr. Mi, China)

development. The information and communication activities of the United Nations
and related organizations should give greater attention to reporting the struggles
and achievements of the developing countries, to training more information and
communication personnel in the developing countries and to providing them with
facilities and economic and technical assistance. Moreover, measures should be
taken within the Department of Public Information to correct the existing unfair
inbalance in the geographical distribution of the staff: the number of posts
assigned to the developing countries should be increased, and linguistic balance
should be emphasized. An effort should also be made to ensure the balanced use of
the official lanpguages of the United Nations, including Chinese, in the
information, broadcasts and publications of the United Nations.

6k, As a developing country, China had for the past 30 years attached great
importance to the expansion of information and communication activities and to
international co-operation in that field. Although the Chinese media did not yet
rossess advanced technical equipment, they had always devoted considerable space
and time to news concerning the struggles and achievements of the developing
countries. There were currently more than 1,500 newspapers and magazines in
(hina, and the Xinhua Hews Agency had established branch offices in 85 countries
and regions. Moreover, that agency had concluded separate agreements with 48
other news agencies throughout the world and was conducting free exchanges of
information and news photos with them on a basis of equality and mutual benefit.
In the field of broadcasting, China had also made steady progress and had
established vast wire broadcast systems in rural areas. However, its per capita
commnication equipment was still inadequate and, in that connexion, China hoped,
through international exchanges, to incorporate anything that was advanced and
useful in the modernization and development of its information and broadcasting
system, while basing all such efforts on self-reliance.

65. Despite the protracted struggle and sustained efforts necessary to achieve a
iey world information and communication order, the Chinese delegation was convinced
that, through a complete exchange of views and friendly consultations among
delegations, the current gap could gradually be narrowed and co-operation and
exchanges between countries could be developed continuously in order to facilitate
the early establishment of a new world information and communication order.

The meeting rose at 1 p.m.






