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The meeting vras calle-d to order at 10.55 a.m. 

AGENDA ITEH 59: QUESTIONS RELATING TO INFOR1'1P.TION (A/35/21, A/35/362, A/35/429, 
A/35/461, A/35/504 and Corr.l, A/35/603) 

(a) REPORT OF' TilE COJ\'i!'iiTTEE OH INFORI1l\'ri0Ff 

(b) HEPOBT OF THE SECRETARY-GENERJ\.1 

(c) TIEPORT OF THE DIRECTOR-GENERAL OF THE WJITED i'TATIONS EDUCATIONAL, SCIENTIFIC 
AJ\TD CULTUPcAL ORGAHIZATION 

(d) CO-OPERATION AND ASSISTANCE IIT THE ,APPLICATION AHD I!"1PROVEI1EHT OF NATIONAL 
INFOill'li\TIODT AND HASS COI1IviUNICATIOrJ SYSTEMS FOR SOCIAL PROGHESS PJm 
DEVEIQp;,JFNT: REPORT OF THE DIRECTOR-GENETIAL OF THE UNITED I<TATIOHS 
EDUCATIONAL, SCIENTIFIC AJ'TD CULTURAL ORGANIZATIOH 

1. nr. l\ID\SHI (Undcr-S:-crctary-General for Public Information)* said that 
adcquatt' and rrliable information was an essential 0lemcnt of harmonious contact 
arr,ong Governments and pnoples. Communication and information had the>rcfore 
rightly bccomG the subject of major international debate having far-reaching 
economic, social, political, technological and cultural dimensions. Such 
consickrations justified th0 need to establish a nr ':T vorld information and 
communication orde1·, \vhich the General Assembly had asked the ~IE:cretary-Gcneral 
and the Committ.;:e on 1nformation to promote. That effort should be guided by thE 
co11cern to promote dialogue b<:bmen the developing and the developed countries, 
to establish a ne1v international economic order and to bridge the gap between thG 
Horth and tho South. 

2. Opinions still differed on the precise definition of a nmr world information 
and. communication order. Hmrever, it should be possible to build on the consensus 
reached pre-viously at the United Nations as 1rcll as at UNESCO concerning the basic 
points of such an order, lvhile: exploring new areas of agreement. 

3. For the United :iJations, communication and information could be regarded as a 
vital instrum.:nt uith uhich to mobilize- 1-rorld public opinion in support of its 
purposes and activities. ':'Chat task \vas not easy, since the public often gave 
greater priority to its immediate, daily concerns than to the objectives of peace, 
justice and development. Another problem lay in the prrcjudicc- some of the mass 
media in several countries displayed towards the activities of the United Nations. 
It Fas therefore gratifying that the vital role played by information in creating 
a better moral and intellectual climate, \vhich 1wuld enable the United Nations to 
fulfil its mandate, was becoming increasingly accepted. Althouf,h the United 
Nations uas primarily an intergovernmental body, it had been cr<'atcd to scrv0 peo~: 
and it needed the support and understanding of non-governmental organizations, tht~ 
media, educational institutions and their leaders. 

* The full text of this statement 1vill be issued as a document. 
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4. In that conne:xion, h;, vrc-lcomed the establishment tvro 
Committee on Information, Hhich had proved its value as a 
body entrusted with the task of providing the St:crr:-·tariat 
on the directions and priorities of its information uork. 
to the Committee and to its Horldng Group. 
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yoars previously of the 
serious, 1rell-informcd 
~ri th general guidelines 

He wished to pay tributo 

5. Problems of communication and information could also be considorcd in the 
broader context of the reality of the tvrentieth century, namely, th0 interdepcndc:-nce 
of nations, a phenomenon characterized by cross-cultural influences ivhich were 
:paradoxically accompanied by an avrakening of nationalism. UNESCO had made a great 
contribution towards solving certain asp~cts of that problem and descrv0d special 
tribute for its efforts in connexion •·rith the establishment of a nev world 
information and communication order. The Hark of the brenty-first General 
Conference of UNESCO at Belgrade had beon constructive and had been marlu:d by a 
nc1r approach, based on realism and on an understanding of the true nec:ds of t!:lc 
dc>veloping countries in the communication sector. Ho,:rever, other qurstions 
remained to be studied, particularly those concerning the rights and 
responsibilities of the mass media; in that conncxion, the International Commission 
for the Study of Communication Problems had made useful contributions. 

6. He welcomed Hith satisfaction the establishment, vrithin the framevrork of 
UNESCO, of an International Programme: for the Deve.lopmcnt of Communication, in 
vhich the United Nations would actively participate. He expressed the hopco that 
all interested organizations in the United liations system uould do the same. It 
vras also important for the interagency vrorldng group envisaged in connexion vrith 
the Statutes of the Intergovernmental Council of the Programme to co-ordinate its 
vrork uith that of the Administrative Cormnitteo on Co-ordination (ACC) and ACC's 
subsidiary body, the Joint United Nations Information Committee (JUNIC). Hhilc 
the latter had previously been focusing its efforts mcrtlY on co-ordination, it 
vras starting to und0rtal{e more and more joint projects and programmes with a viEM 
to avoiding duplication. 

7 • There was no doubt that the field of information vras so vast and compl0x as 
to require the participation of all the United Nations agencies and programmes 
concerned, if MEmber States, particularly the developing countries, uere to bew-fit 
fully from the enormous experience such agencies and programmes had to offer. The 
contributions which various organizations in the United Nations system u<~re already 
making ui thin the framc1mrk of a nmi 1vorld information and communication order had 
been transmitted to the Committee on Information at its session in August 1980. 
In addition, the Special Political Committcc had before it a report on the 
"programme of fellm·rships and scholarships for the training of journalists and 
broadcasting personnelr' (A/35/603) uhich, if accepted by the General Assembly, 
would significantly reinforce the capabilities of the media personnel in the 
developing countries. 

8. He introduced document A/35/504 and Corr.l, containing the Secretary-General's 
report requested by the General Assembly in resolution 34/182. The• Committee on 
Information had provided very useful hel'P in defining areas of priority for the: 

I . .. 
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uork of the Department of Public Information. The Department -vrould thus continue 
to focus on th0 issues of international peace and security, disarmament, peace
keeping operations, decolonization, racial discrimination, human rights and the 
establishment of the ne>·T international economic order, and would devote special 
attention to the question of Namibia. 

9. At the same time, it vas important to preserve a balance betl·reen a thematic 
e.pproach to daily events and a historical approach, Hhich took into account the 
inexorable evolution toHards one world. 

10. Moreover, in order to instil greater efficiency and economy in the Hark of 
the D\'partment, he had established a Planning, Pro[l;ramming and Evaluation Unit and 
11as preparing to undertake a thorough re-examination of the structure of the 
Department. In that connexion, he drew attention to the fact that, on several 
occasions - in 38 resolutions the previous year alone - the General Assembly had 
called upon the Department to undertake various additional public information 
activities; that trend uas likely to continue during the current session. By the 
same token, the Committee on IYJ.fo:rmation had recommended the initiation of new 
activities or the expansion of others. Houev8r, the Department 1 s resources -vmre 
very thinly spread bebreen its servicing function on behalf of United Nations 
activities and its general, intrinsic function of cultivating long-term, in-depth 
understanding of the Organization. No one could expect the Department to continue 
indefinitely to respond to ne-vr demands or to undertake new mandates Hi thout 
additional resources. Horeovc;.r, all the Department's attempts to identify 
activities uhich had been completed or uhich -vrcre obsolete or of marginal usefulness 
or effccti vcness had not yielded many :r;ractical results. Hembcr States Hould 
certainly need to take a decision on the adequacy of its resources, if they Hanted 
their recommendations to be implemented satisfactorily by the Department. 

11. He gave assurances that the Denartm<:nt vould continue to refine its information 
strategy by addressing its >rork pri~arily to groups that had a "multiplier effect", 
such as the media, non-governmental organizations and educational institutions. 
Hmrevcr, Hi thout depending on such intermediaries in every instance, the Department 
uould need to undertake information activities for direct consumption by the general 
pulJlic; the Committee on Information had already formulated important suggestions 
vrhich could result in a strengthening of the Department 1 s ability in that connexion. 

12. In the field the information centre netvrork -vras a unique instrument to reach 
a large public in various parts of the 1vorld, Hherc the Department also co-operated 
with UNDP and a number of United Nations agencies. On the basis of the Joint 
Inspection Unit report and the Secretary-General's comments thereon, the Committee 
on Information had issued relevant recommendations on the activity of the 
information centres and it Has to bi'; hoped that the Special Political Committee 
1wuld act on them 1vith a viEw to reinforcing the t:ffectiveness of the centres. 

13. The Department -vrould also continue to co-operate with the Pool of Non-Aligned 
ITei·T f~gencics. In the frameuork of an interagency effort, it also took an active 
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part in satisfying the needs of ZimbabFe and, in co-operation 1rith UNDP, 1vas 
discussing specific areas of assistance to the Organization of African Unity in 
its information sector. 

14. He emphasized the nec~ssity of maintaining the principle of geographical 
distribution of staff in the Department. Besides the fact that competence and 
integrity '"ere not the preserve of one or a few countries, an international 
secretariat could always benefit from a cross-fertilization of many viewpoints 
reflecting a universal p~;rspective. That approach Has also relevant in the 
languagE's used in the information documents, uhich should relate to the linguistic 
and cultural diversity of th£> public. He restated his commitment to bringing some 
changes in that domain. 

15. After paying tribute to the vrork accomplished by the staff of his De-partment, 
often under very difficult conditions, he expressed his thanks for the co-operation 
erlended by a number of delegations. 

16. I1r. I1AKAGIAl'TSAR (Assistant Director-General for Culture and Communication, 
UNESCO);:- thanked the Under-Secretary-General for Public Information for having so 
cffecti vely contributed to the reinforcement of tho regular consultations betvreen 
his Department and the Sector of Culture and Communication in UNESCO. HC' vras 
extremely satisfied with the resultant fruitful co-operation. 

17. Having recently attended the twenty-first General Conference of ill1ESCO, held 
in Belgrade in October 1980, he wished to give a resume of its work on questions 
relating to communication. The report and recommendations of the commission of 
the Confcrc:nce responsible for those questions, i>Thich had been unanimously adopt,:d 
by the General Conferenc2, had been made available to the members of th0 Special 
Political Committee. 

18. The problems and major issues related to communication had once again taken 
centre stage at the General Conference in Belgrade. It was important to note that 
the part played by UNESCO in that field had once again been underlined. The Member 
States had asked UNESCO to continue to address itself to the many questions still 
remaining to be settled, in close co-operation i·Tith the United Nations and the other 
spocializcd agencies, and to do so ui th rene1red vigour. In that connexion thoy had 
reaffirmed the particularly active contribution made by UNESCO within the United 
Nations system in the areas of information and communication, and the great 
importance of its role in the examination and solution of problems in that domain. 

19. The challenging issues taken up in Belgrade vrere reflected in several 
resolutions, some of which we-re reproduced in extenso in the UNESCO report to the 
General Assembly (A/35/362 and Add.l). He considered that the following 
resolutions i-TE'rE the most significant: the resolution related to the Director
General's report on the findings of the International Commission for the Study of 

* The full text of this statement uill be issued as a document. 

I .. . 



,\/JPC/35/SR. 30 
Llgl}sh 
Page- 6 

(l.Ir. Hakagiansar, UNESCO) 

Communicdion Problems; the resolution specifically calling for initiation of the 
n· c·c ssary studies for the definition of a neH uorld information and communication 
.n~cr; the resolution linldng that ncvr order to th': new international economic 

order; thrc resolution on implementation of tho principles of the Declaration 
relating to the mass media; the r~solution on the establishment of the International 
Programme for the Development of Communication; tuo resolutions on reducing tariffs 
for nmv-s and programme exchange;s; the resolution on the modi um-term plan of UNESCO 
for 1984-1989 dealing with the fiElds of competence of lffiTESCO, including 
cornmunication. 

20. r11hat pacls:agc of resolutions vrould constitute the frame-vrork of UNESCO 1 s 
comprc'hcnsi ve and broad-based programme for years to come; the outcome of high
quality -vmrlc and rich and stimulating deliberations, it fully embraced the numerous 
disciplinPs which helped give the communication sector its multiple facets and once 
£l'~ain highlighted the uniqueness of UNESCO as the forum, initiator and catalyst of 
the vorld debate on communication. 

21. The resolution concerning the International Commission for the Study of 
Communication ProblPms had been adopted by the General Conference aftE-r it had 
considered thE:· comments submitted by the Director-General of D!'TESCO uith regard to 
that Comnission 1 s conclusions. It "l·ras a substantial resolution uhere for the first 
time an international organization had defined by consensus a set of considerations 
for id,·ntifying some of the components of a neiV vrorld information and communication 
order. Those considerations ·Here: elimination of th0 imbalances and ine:qualities 
1.vhich characterized the present situation; elimination of the negati vo effects of 
ce:rtain monopolies, public or private, and excessive concentrations; removal of th~ 
i ntcrnal and external obstacles to a free flmv- and -vrider and better balanced 
dissemination of information and ideas; plurality of sources and channels of 
information; freedom of the press and information; freedom for journalists and all 
professionals in the communication media, a freedom inseparable from the notion of 
responsibility; >·rays and means for developing countries to improve their own 
situations, notably by providing their mm equipment, by training their personnel, 
improving their infrastructure and making their information and communication media 
suitable to their needs and aspirations; the sincere will of developed countries to 
hvlp the devGloping countries to attain those objc-cti ves; respect for each people's 
cultural identity of and its right to inform the world public about its interests, 
its aspirations and its social and cultural values; the right of all peoples to 
participate in international exchanges of information on the basis of equality, 
justice and mutual bc.nefi t; the right of the public, of ethnic and social groups 
and of individuals to have access to information sources and to participate activelY 
:in the communication process. The resolution invited interested intc;;rnational and 
regional intergovernmental, non-governmental and professional organizations to take 
note- of the recommendations of the International Commission for the Study of 
Communication Problems and to convey their comments to the Director-General of 

I ... 
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Ullf~CO, end - particularly if they r)~'longcd to the "UnitE-d !Tations :-;ystun -- to 
expand th,:lr co-operation so as to -:!ontributc to solving thr most Ilressin[ 
jnformati on and communication proble-ms. It further called upon thl' Dirf'ctor
Gen~Zral of UNESCO to undertab: or sponsor the studies and analysos n0cessary for 
the formulation of specific and practical proposals on the establishm.:-nt of a ncv 
1mrld information and communication order, and to convene an intcrnationel mcctir··--; 
of ;:;xpcrts for that purpose. 

22. In another re-solution the General Confcrcncl' called for the initiation of 
studies necessary for the elaboration of the principles related to such a nc1-r order. 

23. Tlw resolution concerning UNESCO's contribution to the establishment of a ncH 
international economic order emphasized one of those principles. It stated that 
the ne1v international l'conomic order necessarily presu:r;posed a ne1.; vorld information 
and communication order based on a free flmv and uider and bE-tter balanced 
dissemination of information. 

24. Another resolution of thE"' ConferencF concerned the; continued implementation 
of the D0claration on Fundamental Principles concerning the Contribution of thc 
Mass l1cdia to the Strengthening of Peace and International Understanding, to thr 
Promotion of Human Rights and to Countering Racialism, Apartheid and Incitement 
to Har, 1vhich the, Genpral Conference had adopted in 1978. The resolution invitr:d 
the Director-General of DrTESCO to convene an international congress in 1983 to 
further the application of the Declaration. The Director-General 1·ras further 
invited to prepare a comprehensive- study on the implementation of thr- principles 
set forth in the Declaration. At the previous session, the Special Political 
Comr,rittec had rightly held that that D2claration constituted a sound starting point 
for establishing a nm-r vrorld information and communication order. 

25. The General Conference had paid special attention to the whole question of 
human rights and, in particular, as regards communication, to issues concerning the 
democratization of structurcs, media and messages. The Conference had provided 
impetus in no uncertain terms to the continuinG quest for the right to communicat€, 
uhich had been seen to be one of thn corner-stones of the new 1-rarld information 
order. 

26. 'I'he report of the International Commission for the Study of Communicatio11 
Problems had been a landmark and the resolutions adopted at Belgrade, as well as 
the declarations and recommendations of the Intergovernmental Conference on 
Communication Policies (San Jose, 1976; Kuala Lumpur, 1979; Yaounde, 1980) had 
greatly encouraged Member States, UNESCO and other intergovernmental and 
non-governmental organizations to continue the process of thinking, rc;search and 
action for a thorough understanding, definition and implementation of the diffc-rr-nt 
aspects of a nmr vorld information and communication order. In that way they had 
responded to vrhat the General Asse>mbly had expected from UNESCO. 

27. It had to be: frankly recognized that there had been varied approaches to sorc_c 
key issues during the Conference, thus lending credence and quality to thr' debate. 
Such issues had related to the activities of UlTESCO as reflected in the proposed 
programme as 'Tell as the extont to which they should br intellectual or prrctical. 

/ ... 
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Some representatives had suggested that UiillSCO should perhaps concentrate its 
activities on operational projects; but the majority and, in particular, the 
representatives of the developing countries, had reacted strongly and had argued 
that, although the development of communication infrastructures and the training 
of media professionals were both badly needed, such practical and operational 
activities by themselves could not fully meet their needs and that mere transfer of 
a complete technology was not a satisfactory reply to the big questions which 
required to be answered. Such questions were very conceptual and even theoretical 
and policy--oriented. If there was a continuing demand for a new order, it was 
because the existing order was invariably based on a mere transfer of technology, 
cultural materials etc.: such efforts had not produced the fundamental and basic 
changes which were necessary in the structure of communication and in its content. 
Existing models were totally inappropriate for developing countries. Any 
formulation of appropriate models would be impossible without conceptual constructs 
and delineation of policies which would take into account the specific 
characteristics of different operational environments. Moreover, there was need 
for greater emphasis on endogenous development, focused on the varying social, 
cultural and economic situations and adapted to the real needs of each particular 
society. Whether the issue concerned the building of infrastructures or the 
formulation of strategies, the subject had to be approached from several angles. 
It was therefore essential that UNESCO's programme should remain multifaceted, 
namely, conceptual, normative and operational. 

28. vJhile l'1ember States and the General Conference had called for more profound 
reflection, they had also expressed their wish that more concrete activities shoilld 
be undertaken so that the means of communication of tomorrow did not reproduce the 
injustices or inequalities of today. UNESCO had therefore convened, in April 1980, 
the Intergovernmental Conference for Co-operation on Activities, Needs and 
Programmes for Communication Development; a report on the Conference had been 
submitted to the General Assembly (A/35/362). The Conference had adopted a 
recorrunendation initiating the International Programme for the Development of 
Communication lvhich had responded to the objectives of General Assembly 
resolution 34/181 which had invited the Director-General to pursue efforts for the 
development of comm1mication in Member States and to examine ways and means for 
international co-operation and assistance to that end. 

29. 'fhe International Programme for the Development of Communication had been 
given form at the Belgrade Conference on the basis of a report submitted by the 
Director--General of UNESCO. The Conference had authorized funds for the initial 
phase of setting up such a programme, had elected an Intergovernmental Council of 
35 Member States and had drawn up statutes for the working of the Council. It had 
also invited the Director~General, in consultation with the Intergovernmental 
Council, to mobilize the resources needed and to seek contributions from Member 
States and other parties concerned. The first meeting of the Council was expected 
to take place early in l9Gl and shortly thereafter the Intergovernmental Programme 
vould become a functioning organ of a strictly operational nature within the 
frame1wrk of Ul'JESCO and uould maintain close working links with the United Nations, 
vrith the specialized agencies and with other intergovernmental, non-governmental 
and professional organizations. 

I ... 
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30. 'l'he resolution on the International Programme had specifically recommended 
that the organizations and agencies of the United Nations system, as 1-rell as other 
bodies active in the field of communication development, should be closely 
associated with the activities of the Intergovernmental Council so as to play a 
significant role in the accomplishment of its objectives. He appealed for such 
co-operation with a vie11 to achieving the full and effective functioning of the 
new programme for the development of communication. He appreciated, in particular, 
the statement of Mr. Akashi lvhich indicated the intention of the United Nations to 
participate. The taslc was greater than any one organization could handle on its 
mm but, if all worked together, it would be -possible to bring about the new vTOrld 
information and communication order which had been so ardently sought. 

31. UNESCO's approach to communication was therefore holistic in so far as it must 
necessarily deal 1vith all the related aspects of such a multidisciplinary field. 

'In so doing it was contributing to the worl.: of other bodies with 1-rhich it had 
embarked on a number of co-operative activities. UNESCO must continue to seek the 
close co-operation of the United Nations and its specialized agencies and other 
bodies; in particular, it enjoyed a close working relationship with the 
International Telecommunication Union (ITU). He had been particularly pleased by 
the statements made by the representatives of the United Nations and ITU regarding 
those continuing relationships. Non-governmental organizations were also linked to 
mq:csco on all relevant professional matters. The work plan for 1981-1983 foresaw 
collaboration between UNESCO, the Economic and Social Council and the United Nations 
Centre en Transnational Corporations concerning the concentrated production of 
communication materials. It projected collaboration w·ith ITU on the study of nevrs 
and programme exchanges by satellites and co-operation in actions concerned with 
the reduction of telecommunication tariffs for the exchange of international 
information. It was foreseen that UNESCO would collaborate -vrith the appropriate 
United Nations bodies to examine the principles and procedures of the right of reply 
and of rectification; joint efforts were planned with the Universal Postal Union 
(UPU), the International Press Telecommunications Council (IPTC) and the 
International Air Transport Association (IATA) to study the scope for reducing 
tariffs for the transport of publications and audio-visual materials. 

32. Such linkages were extremely important for UNESCO: the establishment of any 
nevr world information and communication order would require the efforts of men and 
women at all levels of social, cultural and professional life, from the highest to 
the lovest. Policy-makers, the public, the media practitioners and the 
communication scholars must all be involved both in the process of defining such 
an order and in ensuring its concrete establishment. UNESCO's approved programme 
for 1981-1983 provided a very wide range of opportunities for broad-based 
participation by all partners concerned. Under the programme the responsibilities 
for culture and communication -vrould be separated so that the communication 
programme could be given the necessary organizational structure in complete liaison 
1-ri th the General Directorate of UNESCO. The programme for 1981-1983 had been 
approved unanimously after a great deal of time and work and was truly challenging. 

33. The study of international communication structures vould include case studies 
-vrhich would analyse the impact of advertising, particularly on the content of 
messages and on the management of national communication media. Other case studies 
vrould be undertaken on the distribution and importation of television programmes 
and cinema films in various regions. 

I--. 
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3!+. Activities wo11ld ·he ury1crtukc'D to it':enti fy ctnd reduce obstaclt's to frcedon 
of information. The Gone·rnl Conference of UlJf:SCO had adopted a number of 
sir;nificant resolutions \Jhich had stressed the need to eradicate current anomalies 
in telecommunications tariffs -vrhere invariably those countries which \vere the 
poorest had to pay the hirhest rates for transmission of news and programmes. 
Following those resolutions, the workinp f':roup set up in 1979 to study the question 
would be enlarr;ed so as to be fully representative of all media and modes of 
communication: it woulcl continue to meet every year. UNESCO had already been 
working in that direction in collaboration with ITU but the decisions of the 
General Conference had given further impetus to such interagency co-operation and 
had also alerted r1ember States to the urr;ent need to rationalize tariff rates in 
the interest of a freer and better balanced flow of information globally. Other 
activities in the same field 1Wuld include, in particular, the collection and 
analysis of data on lee;al, administrative and economic obstacles to the free 
exchange of messages. Horeover, the working group consisted of representatives 
of professional organizations and would consider measures >-Thich rnir;ht be 
recommended in order to facilitate the \vorl: of foreie;n correspondents . In a 
resolution adopted by the General Conference, Sweden had offered to host the 
first round table on the subject. There \muld also be a study on the possibility 
of improving the communication media available to liberation movements. 

35. On the subject of communication and f{l.a,ior world problems, several seminars 
would be orr;anized to study the i.Emge given of a country by the information media 
of other co1.mtries and hmr the latter handled certain problems of world-wide 
significance. 

36. In order to broaden international co-operation in the field of communication, 
regional consultations \vere envisaged in the course of which projects for 
establishing regional mechanisms for news and programme exchanges -vrould be 
considered, a feasibility study on the establishment of an international network 
for the exchange of television films and documentaries Hould be undertaken, and 
continued assistance would be provided for the Pan-African Ne\vs Agency~ the 
Caribbean NeHs Agency, the future Latin American Features Agency (Agencia 
latinoamericana d~_.servicios especiales de info!mac:lo~) (ALASEI) and the Asian 
Ne-vrs Agency Network whose creation -vras envisaged. 

37. Existing relations between the concept of freedom and that of responsibility 
and the other principles relating to the protection of journalists would continue 
to be the subject of in-depth studies. Assistance would be given to professional 
organizations and to bodies interested in devising measures to protect journalists. 
Lastly" the findinr;s of major research on the way in which social phenomena such 
as the violation of human rights, violence~ intolerance and pornography were 
handled by the media -vTOuld be the subject of a report. Hith ree;ard to research 
and documentation in the field of com_munication, assistance would be provided 
to institutions concerned with such questions, in order to enable them to organize 
courses and training seminars for communication researchers. In addition, the 
International Network of Documentation Centres on communication research and 
policies (CO}fl\JET) would be extended to the Arab region, Africa, the Iberian 
peninsula and Portur;uese-speakinc; countries. 
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38. As stated above; ill~ESCO intended to develop communication systems, and, in 
that regard, the International Pror;ramme for the Development of Communication 
viOuld play an important role, since it would test to the full UIJESCO' s capacities 
to help developinr; countries to expand their communication systems and the 
willingness of all Member States to co-operate in that task. Furthermore, UNESCO 
intended to continue onc;oinr: pro,jects in relation to: development of systems 
for the encogenous production of messages and prograrmnes; development of traininf!: 
institutions and prograwmes: preparation of training support materials; adaptation 
of communication technologies; study of cowmunity media~ integrated communication 
plannin['· and determination of national and rec;ional priorities. An 
interc-overnmental conference on communication polici~s in the Arab states would 
be convened in 1983, follmrin[' similar conferences in Latin America and the 
Caribbean in 1976, Asia and Oceania in 1979 and Africa in 1980. The African 
conference, ivhi ch had been held at Yaounde in July 1980, deserved a special 
mention as it had, in the w·ords of the Director-General of UNESCO, 
;r, Amadou Mahtar H'Bow, 01 demonstrated once again the astonishin[!; convergence 

of the aspirations 11 of that continent's peoples -vrho only yesterday had been 
,)still separated and con1partmented by various barriers". The will to strengthen 
inter-African co-operation had been one of the dominant themes of the Conference, 
and, again as stated by the Director~·General, "the clearest sir:n of a renewed 
will to speed up the transformation of a still unsatisfactory si tuation 11

• 

39. Followinc; the Yaounde Conference, the Director-General had decided to set 
up a small committee composed of eminent Africans to advise him on the steps to 
take to improve UNESCO 1 s efforts, taldnc; into account the recommendations of 
the Conference and the resources it was possible to muster. Similar committees 
lvould be established for the same purpos~ in Latin America and the Caribbean 
and in the Arab region. The existing committee for Asia and Oceania would 
convene its second meeting in l\TeF Delhi in December 1980. ':['hose committees would 
play a central role in the setting up of priori ties in each region and co-ordinating 
comm1mication proe;rammes at the regional and interregional levels. 

4o. He had spoken at some length in order to :point out the interrelationships 
existine; between the various conceptual, normative and operational aspects of 
UNESCO's programme anc1 betucen that procramme and those of the United Nations 
and its specialized agencies. In that regard, UNESCO's :programme, as proposed 
in Belgrade by the Director-General, had been considered by a number of 
representatives as the logical and. ordered crystallization of a number of ideas. 
The resolutions mentioned earlier vrere a reflection of the"t development. 

41. The key role of communications and the key role of UNESCO in that area had 
again been stressed by the 153 States members of UNESCO vrhich sought the 
establishment of a ne-vr communication order. That -vrould necessarily have to be 
UNESCO 1 s goal. That was also the 1-rish of the United Nations and its specialized 
agencies, intergovernn:ental and non-governmental organizations and the public 
at large. It was that public which, in the final analysis, constituted UNESCO 1 s 
raison d'etre. It was in its interest that UNESCO would continue to meet its 
comrni tments in the field of education, science and culture. Communication, in 
that context, was the essential link >vi thout -vrhich no new order could come into 
being. 
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42. Mr. YANGO (Acting Chairman of the Committee on Information) introduced the 
report of the Ccrr~ittee on Information (A/35/21). He was gratified that the 
members of the Committee, at the Committee's last session held the previous summer, 
had openly expressed their views on a number of major questions and had reached a 
consensus which had found expression in the recommendations of the Ad Hoc Working 
Group. By so doing, they had made progress towards the establishment of a 1vorlCi. 
information and communication order that was both more just and more effective. 
The Committee, which had held two substantive sessions and an organizational 
session, had assessed the results of the Intergovernmental Conference for 
Co,,operation on Activities, Needs and Programmes for Communication Development 
organized by UNESCO, considered in detail the activities of United Nations 
information centres and taken note of new· developments which had taken place with 
regard to the work of the Joint United Nations Committee on Information. The 
Committee had also considered through its Ad Hoc Working Group, the priorities and 
programmes of the Department of Information and the co-ordination of public 
information activities within the United Nations and the specialized agencies. The 
Ad Hoc Working Group had adopted many important recommendations, which were 
contained in annex I of the Committee's report. 

43. After recalling the three aspects of the mandate which the General Assembly, 
in resolution 34/182, had given to the Committee, namely, to continue to examine 
United Nations public information policies and activities in the light of the 
evolution of international relations and of the imperatives of the establishment of 
the new international economic order and of a new world information and 
communication order, to evaluate and follow up the efforts made and the progress 
achieved by the United Nations system in the field cf information and communications, 
to promote the establishment of a new world information and communication order and 
to make recommendations thereon to the General Assembly, he drew attention to the 
significant help which the Joint United Nations Information Committee (JUNIC) had 
given the Committee in the execution of its mandate. In view of the complexity of 
the questions relating to information and communication, that assistance had been 
particularly appreciated. JUNIC had not only provided the Committee with a time
tested framework for co-ordination in the United Nations system but had also 
emphasized ways of ensuring a two-way flow of information among developing countries. 

44. Lastly, he had been struck by the desire for mutual understanding and by the 
convergence of views which had emerged in the course of the Committee's meetings 
and which had shown clearly that the Committee on Information was contributing, in 
its field of competence, to peace, security and international understanding. The 
work of the Committee was especially vital to the developing countries, because its 
efforts were aimed at the establishment of a new world information and communication 
order which was linked to the new international economic order; it intended to 
continue to seek practical ways and means by which the new information system could 
reflect accurately the progress achieved by developing countries not only in their 
struggle for development but also in the field of culture. 

45. Mr. ALBORNOZ (Ecuador) proposed that, in view of their importance, the 
statements by the Under-Secretary-General for Public Information and the Assistant 
Director-General for Culture and Communications of UNESCO should be reproduced 
in extenso. 
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46. The CHAIRMA_l\T recalled that the General Assembly had authorized the Special 
Political Committee to obtain 9 on its express request 9 the transcription of all 
or part of its debates. 

47 · It was decided that the statements by the Under-Secretary-General for Public 
Information and the Assistant Director-General of UNESCO should be reproduced in 
extenso. 

The meeting rose at 12.10 p.m. 




