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The meeting -vras called to order at 3.20 p.m. 

AGENDA ITEM 54: COMPREHENSIVE RI:VIEU OF THE 1JHOLE QUESTION OF PEACE-KEEPING 
OPERATIONS HJ A"GL THEIR ASPECTS: REPORT OF THE SPECIAL COMHITTEE OH PEACE-KEEPinG 
OPERATIOI-JS (A/ 35/532) 

1. The CHAIRl\1AIJ drew attention to document A/35/532 containing the report of 
the Special Committee on Peace-Keeping Operations. 

2. Mr. ELARABY (Egypt) briefly outlined the report contained in document A/35/532 
and noted that the Special Committee on Peace-Keeping Operations had held five 
meetings between May and October 1980 vrithout being able to make any progress on 
the major issues before it. The differences of view, which -vrere of a fundamental 
and long-standing nature, remained, and acceptable compromises and solutions 
continued to be out of reach for the present. Several members of the Special 
Committee had drmm attention to the political aspects of peace-keeping operations 
which, in the absence of a consensus on hovr to resolve some of the difficulties, 
were becoming increasingly serious. Some delegations had stated that agreement 
on the guidelines involved issues of principle l·rhich lay at the root of the 
Special Committee's task. other delec;ations had expressed the view· that 
agreement on both sets of principles was equally relevant and important. ITo 
willingness to reach agreement had so far materialized. In those circumstances, 
as stated in paragraph 9 of the report, the Special Committee had been unable to 
reach agreement on ho-vr to carry out its mandate. Nevertheless, in the hope that 
the passage of time, together with the impact of political developments, 1-muld 
eventually lead to an atmosphere in -vrhich the resolution of those difficulties 
might be found, the Special Committee believed that its mandate should be renewed 
by the General Assembly. 

3. Mr. STEPHAJ.TOU (Greece) said that peace-keeping operations were both useful 
and necessary as an instrument for the maintenance of peace and security. Any 
controversy to 1-rhich they might have given rise 1-ras due to the fact that such 
operations -were, by definition, undertaken at a time of crisis -vrith a vie1-r to 
stabilizing a de facto situation in order to promote a political solution. The 
political will to deal with a dangerous situation vras a prerequisite for the 
achievement of those objectives. 

4. The task undertaken by the United Nations Interim Force in Lebanon (UNIFIL) 
represented the most important of the five peace-keeping operations. The 
international community should therefore enable illJIFIL to continue its mission 
in South Lebanon without hindrance by providing it vrith the means to secure full 
respect for the territorial integrity of Lebanon and for the re-establishment of 
the authority of the Lebanese Government throughout the country. The concept of 
peace-keeping operations had thus taken on a new dimension. By assigning to the 
operational forces the additional task of re-establishing Lebanese sovereignty 
throughout the territory, the United Nations was carrying out its real mission 
of contributing to the strengthening of collective security and of respect for ~he 
fundamental provisions of the Charter and the rules of international law gover~lnG 
the inviolability of the sovereignty and independence of States. He paid a tr1bute 
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( I•:ir. St ephanou, Greece) 

-:o the officers and men of UNIFIL vTho were helping to prevent the outbreak of a 
2on:f'lict which could degenerate into a major confrontation -vrith unforeseeable 
wnseq_uences. 

5. In the case of Cyprus, the presence of the United nations Peace-Keepinc Force 
in Cyprus (UJITFICYP) had given rise to a feeling of relative security among the 
in~abi tants of the sector which vras not under military occupation, includin(!: 
-':;he 200,000 refugees, ,;.rho would othenrise have been unable to face the c;:;_~ievous 
sutcome of 1-rar and invasion. How-ever, that presence should not be used as an 
excuse for a relaxation of efforts to solve that problem in a manner 1vhich vould 
en~ble the unfortunate island to recover its peace, independence and prosperity 
2.nd allmr the two communities to resume their life together. 

6. He noted with satisfaction that the Special Committee had made some progress 
i~inc the past year in its efforts to complete the preparation of agreed 
=uidelines c;overning the conduct of peace-keeping operations. Hoi-rever, while 
2.ppreciating the difficulties and political complexities involved, he regretted 
-:hat the Committee had been unable to reach agreement on how it should fulfil its 
=a.ndate. l'Tevertheless, in view of the importance of the issues at stake, he 
:'·.llly supported the renewal of the Committee's mandate. 

7. In that connexion, he emphasized certain principles 1-rhich, in the viei·T of 
.:us delegation, vrere a sine qua non for the effective implementation of any peace
::eepine; operations undertaken by the United Nations. (1) The peace-keeping 
speration should in no Hay become an end in itself but, on the contrary, must 
:e an instrument to ensure peace and to help the conflicting parties to resolve 
:heir problems by peaceful means. (2) In conformity vrith the provisions of 
:he Charter, State sovereignty must be fully respected. Hence, peace-keeping 
:.;;erations could be undertal>:en only ivith the prior consent of the parties 
2oncerned, and the mandate and activities relating to such operations must be 
subject to the principle of respect for the sovereignty of the State on the 
:erri tory of vhich those operations vTere carried out. ( 3) Guidelines and rules 
::ust be laid dovm in order to safeguard peace-keeping personnel by ensuring 
adequate co-operation between the conflicting parties and the United Nations peace
::eeping :forces. That was one of the main aspects in -vrhich the planning of peace
::eeping operations could be improved. ( 4) Measures should also be talwn to ensure 
:ne adequate :financing of operations so that the financial burden 1-rould not aluays 
:'all on the same countries. In that connexion he supported the repeated appeals of 
:he Secretary-General and commended the exemplary contributions made by a nu'Tiber of 
2ountries -vrhich had provided military units and financial support. 

3. Accordingly, he called upon the Committee to continue the task it had 
~~dertaken and expressed the hope that it would reach agreement on the guidelines 
:or and the practical aspects of the implementation of peace-keeping operations. 

The meeting rose at 3.35 p.m. 




