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AGENDA ITEM 59 (continued) 

QUESTIONS RELATING TO INFOID1ATION 

(a) REPORT OF THE COMMITTEE ON INFORMATION; 

(b) REPORT OF THE SECRETARY-GENERAL; 

(c) REPORT OF THE DIRECTOR-GENERAL OF THE UNITED NATIONS EDUCATIONAL, 

SCIENTIFIC AND CULTURAL ORGANIZATION; 

(d) CO-OPERATION AND ASSISTANCE IN THE APPLICATION AND IMPROVEMENT OF NATIONAL 

INFORMATION AND MASS COMMUNICATION SYSTEMS FOR SOCIAL PROGRESS AND 

DEVELOPMENT: REPORT OF THE DIRECTOR-GENERAL OF THE UNITED NATIONS 

EDUCATIONAL, SCIENTIFIC AND CULTUI<AL ORGANIZATION 

(A/35/21, 362 and Add.l, 504 and Corr.l, 603) 

Mr. ALBORNOZ (Ecuador), Chairman of the Ad Hoc Working Group on 

Information (interpretation from Spanish): Once this Special Political Committee 

has considered the report of the Committee on Information, it will have to deal 

with the important agenda item 58 of the General Assembly in all its fundamental 

aspects: namely, the progress achieved by the Committee on Information, present 

modalities of questions relating to information, prospects, and characteristics 

of future work. It was very encouraging to the Committee on Information, and 

particularly to the Working Group, which I had the great honour of presiding 

over, that its conclusions were reached by consensus and that they covered a 

vast range of subjects; thus the Committee discharged the mandate entrusted to 

it by the General Assembly at its thirty-fourth session. 

It is noteworthy in this respect that the specific action suggested by the 

Working Group, reflected in 43 recommendations, breaks down as follows: 

35 recommendations on United Nations public information policies and activities; 

five recommendations on the activities of organizations of the United Nations 

system; three recommendations on promotion of the establishment of a new world-wide 

information and communications order. 

In all these endeavours it was the co-operation of each and every member 

of the Committee which made such satisfactory results possible. The willingness 

to try to understand and appreciate others' points of view resulted in agreed 
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action-oriented conclusions. It was indeed better to follow that procedure 

rather than a sterile confrontation of the positions of various States -

positions which, as we all know, are permanent and must b~ respected. 

Outstanding contributions were made to that work by the Chairman of the 

Committee, Ambassador M'Hamed Essaafi, of Tunisia, and the other officers, 

including the Rapporteur, Ambassador Kilic, of Turkey, the Vice-Chairman, who 

presided over the final meetings, Ambassador Yango, of the Philippines and the 

dynamic Assistant Secretary-General, Mr. Akashi, together with his aides from 

the Department of Public Information. In turn, I must express my thanks for. 

the kind words addressed to me at the past session of this Committee by 

Ambassador Yango and Mr. Akashi. 

In the accurate summary of the work of the Committee on Information given 

by Ambassador Yango, he emphasized how the three main points of the terms of 

reference conferred by the General Assembly had been met in their essential aspects. 

That mandate remains valid and, because of its crucial importance and the vast and 

complex task still awaiting action, it will have to be renewed at the present 

session for the Committee to make further progress along its already charted 

course, as soon as it has a sufficient number of members to share its important 

responsibilities. 

Thus, in barely two years the Committee on Information has distinguished 

itself as one of the important creations of the General Assembly, both by virtue 

of the eminence of the largest United Nations body, and the significance of the 

subject of information, which is the fundamental basis of the entire contemporary 

international structure. A condition of the work of the Committee on Information 

of paramount significance in the United Nations is absolute respect for the 

principle of freedom of information as a fundamental human right. A large number 

of countries participated in that work on the basis of this respect and of 

reiteration of this principle which is fundamental in democratic systems, besides 

being a fruitful source of contemporary international law. Reference is made 

to this in article 19 of the Universal Declaration of Human Rights and in 

articles 19 and 20 of the International Covenant on Political and Civil Rights. 

The collective defence of these rights in no way violates the principle of 

non-intervention, as is pointed out in the document submitted jointly by eight 

countries, comprising four Andean countries, other Latin American countries and 

Spain (A/C.3/35/4), also known as the Riobamba Charter of Conduct. 
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At the same time, and without overlooking the fundamental aspect of respect 

for the sovereignty of States, developing countries .urged the world information 

media not to penalize the efforts they have been making to move forward towards 

economic, social and cultural betterment, despite the impenetrable curtain of 

silence which is pierced only when catastrophes or calamities occur. These 

immediately command the attention of the world mass information media. 

Another feature of the discussions of the item on information, on which 

there was praiseworthy agreement among rich and poor countries regarding the 

abundance of information media, was the will to co-operate in improving the 

information systems in the developing countries by training journalists, expanding 

existing journalism schools and establishing new ones, improving facilities for 

correspondents and increasing the number of available scholarships. 

Much remains to be done in that area, but the achievements thus far are 

an encouraging indication of what can be increased and made use of in the immediate 

future. 

It has become very clear in the debates of the Committee on Information and, 

naturally, in all other United Nations forums, that there is an inevitable link 

between the new information order and the New International Economic Order. All 

the countries of the world community have accepted the commitments implicit in 

these two major United Nations aims, but there is a clear lack of political will 

to achieve substantive positive progress in both. That is the problem which 

impedes both the march of the Development Decade and the comprehensive negotiations, 

which are crucial aspects of today's world, faced with the choice between tension, 

injustice and confrontation, on the one hand, and understanding, detente and 

concerted action, on the other, in a world which should be bent on narrowing 

the gap separating prosperity from poverty. 

Information can make a positive contribution towards understanding and 

promoting the great world development endeavour which has been called the New 

International Economic Order. 

Furthermore, it is our inescapable duty to preserve peace and to prevent 

abuse of the weak by the strong, aims which are the very raison d'etre of the 

United Nations. Given the need to strengthen it in the concept of well-informed 

public opinion, that sacred duty must be assumed, first and foremost, by all 

States Members of our Organization. It is also a moral duty of the information 

media, both public and private, which bear primary responsibility for the attainment 
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of peaceful co-existence for mankind, based on mutual respect and co-operation 

among large countries and small, if we want to have a world really at peace. 

To that end, the ·United Nations information services must provide elements 

to facilitate aGtion by the information media, and not take over the task which 

more properly belongs to them. United. Nations action should be received with 

enthusiasm and have a snowballing effect on the limited efforts of the respective 

information services. 

On the one hand, we have specific recommendations for action in.the report 

of the Committee which, we feel, deserve the full support of the General Assembly, 

both .in its recommended: actions and in the financing of those recommendations. 

The Department of Public Information, as the focal point of the various 

services directed towards information dissemination by the United Nations, 

should therefore receive the necessary resources, together with guidelines from 

the General Assembly. Indeed, attention to services in the languages required 

by regions and groups of countries that have spoken on the subject should produce 

more responsive action; greater attention must also be paid to the· geographical 

balance of the staff in administrative positions - something to which the 

developing countries have referred. 

On the other hand, there remains the other major field of action which 

is fully within the purview of a Committee of the General Assembly: that of 

greater correlative action by the system of United Nations agencies with the ideals 

of the world Organization. 

We listened with interest and satisfaction to the report on the progress of 

debates held by the United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organization 

(UNESCO), on its programmes for definitions and action dealt with at the important 

recent meetings referred to by the representative of UNESCO. We appreciate the 

documentation he submitted. 

We also note the great contribution made by the International Telecommunication 

Union (ITU) to long-distance transmission of information, reaching now into the 

satellite era. At the same time, there are extended information services being 

performed by the United Nations specialized agencies in fulfilment of their great 

task of world development. Yet, despite the network of measures to encourage 

effective action for constructive change - despite the progress expected to be 
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produced by information systems inherent in the transfer of technology, all 

agencies of the system should also contribute to strengthening the dissemination 

of information on the United Nations, particularly as regards its ideals and 

major guidelines to promote higher standards of living, to solve international 

problems relating,inter alia, to the economy, society and public health, and to 

universal r~spect for human rights and fundamental freedoms for all, to which 

the United Nations Charter refers in Articles 55 and 57, and for which purpose 

those agencies were created. 
I 

We therefore embark upon the present debate on information questions by 

reaffirming Charter ideals and the need for peoples to make a basic commitment 

to information activities, irrespective of the country involved, the organization 

that is disseminating the information, or the subject. 

Since the Committee on Information speaks for public opinion trends in the 

world Assembly, the mandate which emerges from the current debate will have to 

be a reaffirmation of the existing terms of reference and an enunciation of new 

goals, as suggested by experience or by the greater needs of the international 

community. If we can manage to accomplish that with the understanding of all, 

by a virtual consensus and without confrontations, we the members of this 

Committee of the General Assembly will have done our duty, discharged our 

responsibilities and fulfilled the hopes of peoples beset by the grave tensions 

and crises of our time. 

***** 


