
United Nat ions 

GENERAL 
ASSEMBLY 
THIRTY-FOURTH SESSION 

Officwl Records * 

SUMMARY RECORD OF THE 47th MEETING 

Chairman: Mr. MURGESCU (Romania) 

CONTENTS 

SECOND COMMITTEE 
47th meeting 

held on 
Friday, 23 November 1979 

at 10. 30 a.m. 
New York 

AGENDA ITEM 71: UNITED NATIONS CONFERENCE ON NEW AND RENEWABLE SOURCES OF ENERGY 

(continued) 

AGENDA ITEM 12: REPORT OF THE ECONOMIC AND SOCIAL COUNCIL (continued) 

AGENDA ITEM 59: OPERATIONAL ACTIVITIES FOR DEVELOPMENT (continued) 

ORGANIZATION OF WORK 

• This record is subject to correction. Corrections should be sent under the 

signature of a member of the delegation concerned within one week of the date of 

publication to the Chief of the Official Records Editing Section, room A-3550, 

866 United Nations Plaza (Alcoa Building), and incorporated in a copy of the 

record. 

Corrections will be issued after the end of the session, in a separate fascicle for 

each Committee. 

79-58723 

Distr. GENERAL 
A/C.2/34/SR.47 
14 December 1979 
ENGLISH 
ORIGINAL: FRENCH 

I . .. 



A/C.2/34/SR.47 
English 
Page 2 

The meeting w-as called to order at 10.45 a.m. 

AGENDA ITEr1 71: U:i'TITED :t>!ATIONS CONFEREJ\TCB ON NEU AIJD RENE\!ABLE SOlJRCES OF ENERGY 
(continued) (A/34/585) 

l. 11r. AICL (United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organization) 
said that his organization was participating actively in the prenarat :ions for the 
Conference, as could be seen from the fact that the Technical Panel on Ocean Energy 
had held its first meetings froi'l 5 to 9 1Tovember at UNESCO headquarters. 
Furthermore, energy in all its aspects had been part of UNESCO 1 s programme of 1rork 
for several years; he would only mention that it was UNESCO that had organized in 
1973 an International Congress entitled "The sun in the service of mankind". Other 
UNESCO activities in the field of energy included the organization of seminers and 
the execution of pilot projects on the utilization of new and rene1-rable sources of 
energy in rural areas vrith a view to promoting basic and applied research, the 
organization of training courses in very diverse fields on the rational use of 
different sources of energy, and the compilation and exchange of information on 
prospecting, production, distribution and utilization of different forms of energy. 

2. UNESCO would be making a considerable contribution to the preparations for the 
Conference; in Decenber, the Director-General -vrould convene an expert group to 
advise the secretariat on UNESCO's long-term programme in the field of enerr;y, and 
the Executive Board had decided to have a study made on the establishment of an 
international information system on new and rene-vrable sources of energy. 

3. J.1rs. SIKRI (India) said sl1e \vas gle,d to note that preparations for the 
Conference -vrere under 1my, ivith the establishment of a Co-ordinatinc:: Committee and 
the appointment of eight technical panels of experts. 'T'he importance of the 
Conference for the economic growth of developing countries could not be 
over-emphasized, since the rate of increase in the ner capita consumption of ~nergy 
in those countries -vrould soon be much higher than in developed countries. It was 
for that reason that India vras represented on five of the eight technical panels. 
It was also for that reason that research activities had been undertaken in India, 
both by the public sector and by research institutions and universities, primarily 
in the fields of solar energy and biogas. At present, there vrere 70,000 biogas 
plants in India. The aim of the current biogas programme vras to establish small 
plants to serve the needs of individual families, but larger plants would have to 
be established in the near future, and for that purpose technologica::.. innovations 
>vere necessary. 

4. Her delegation attached great importance to the recommendations in Economic 
and Social Council resolution 1979/66, vrhich had been further elaborated in draft 
resolution A/C.2/34/L.l8, recently submitted by her delegation on behalf of the 
Group of 77. There 1vere several measures >vhich could be taken almost immediately, 
for example with respect to the transfer of technology and the exchange of 
information, in >vhich her Government was ready to participate. It was therefore 
important, pending the boldine; of the Conference, to adopt a resolution giving 
clear guidelines for assistance to developing countries in the field of new and 
rene~;rable sources of energy without prejudging the outcome of the Conference. 
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5. Mr. GORDAH (Tunisia) said that his delegation velcomed the arrant:;ements made 
1v-ith a view to accelerating the preparations for the Conference and ensuring its 

complete success. The mandate given to the technical panels was extremely 
important, and the panels must be alloued access to studies and results of 
experiments already carried out under the auspices of various ae;encies and 

institutions of the United Nations system, so as to permit synthesis. It -vras also 
urgently necessary to begin preparations for the Conference at the regional, 

subregional and national levels, with the assistance of the regional commissions. 

As proposed in the report, the regional commissions could undertal:e demonstration 
projects with a view to evaluating the energy needs of a given country or recion; 
those projects -vrould constitute an excellent means of involving the countries 

concerned in the process of research and experimentation on the technologies they 
-vrould be using. 

6. The success of the Conference -vwulcl depend to a lare;e extent on the amount 
of material and h 1..:unan resources made available to the Secretariat and the 

Preparatory Committee for the Conference, but it 1wuld also depend on a realization 

by the international community of the possibilities offered by new and renevable 

sources of energy; that accounted for the decisive role of the inforlliation prograrr~e. 

7. Mr. DIIHTRIEV (Union of Soviet Socialist Tiepublics) said that the Soviet 
Union, being mrare of the complexity of the enere;y problem, I·Tas very much in favour 

of the development of international co-operation in that field and, as early as 
1975, had advocated the convening of European conferences on the subject. '!.he 
decision at the thirty-fourth session of the Economic Commission for Europe to 

establish a special body entitled 11 Senior Advisers to ECE Governments on Energy1
;, 

vhose functions included organizing a high-level Euronean meetine; on energy, showed 

how interested the countries of the region 1·rere in the development of co-operation 
in the field of energy. 'I'he Soviet Union uelcomed the establishment of that neu 
body. 

8. The USSR had agreed with the decision to hold the Conference in 1981. Fith 
regard to the preparations, it believed that the Committee on Natural Resources 
had the necessary experience to act as a preparatory committee. It 1tTas also 
important that there should be a single mandate for all the technical panels, 
so that the results of their 1vork could te ccr.etcliC.ated and the syr.thesis vo1.Jld be 
easier to prepare. On the basis of that synthesis, the Committee on ~Tatural 

I\esources could then produce prelimi:r.ar;y recommendations for the Conference, thus 
dispensing vith the need for a meet1ng of Chairmen of the technical panels and 
allmv-ing savincs to be made. In that connexion, it -vras absolutely essential that 
all the preparations should be financed from appropriations for the purpose under 
the regular budget of the United Nations. The proposal to increase the 
membership of the technical panels, as indicated in paragranh 5 of the reuort 
(A/34/585), -vrould lead to unnecessary expenditure, especially as all Governments 
uould have access to the reports of the panels and 1wuld be able to comment on them. 

9. Under the terms of resolution 33/148, p~"rar;ranll 7, all organs, organizations 
and agencies of the United Nations, including the ree;ional commissions, had been 

invited to co-operate fully in the preparations for the Conference. It ;.ras 
encourae;ing to note that the Centre for .natural Resources, Energv and Transnort had 

/ ... 
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already made a useful contribution. Furthermore, co-ordination within the United 

Nations system vas essential if unnecessary expenditure was to be avoided. The 

question of preparations in the developing countries themselves vas very important, 

and those countries should receive the necessary information through national 

focal points desie;nated to co-ordinate the preparations for the Conference in 

each country. The cost of actions envisaged in the report (sects. IV, V &nd VII) 

should be covered by the Conference budget or by funds from the UNDP budget and 

other extrabudgetary resources. Too large an information programme should therefore 

be ruled out. The Soviet Union regarded the demonstration projects recommended ln 

the report as most untimely; since it was the Conference itself that would have to 

make recommendations for such activities and to set priorities in the light of 

concrete data from each country or region, carrying out those projects at the 

present stage would lead to unnecessary expenditure. 

10. Soviet specialists -vrere prepared to participate actively in the preparations 

for the Conference, and his delegation hoped that due account 1-rould be taken of 

its comments on the preparations for the Conference in the Committee's 

recommendations on the subject. 

11. l'ilr. M:E':NDEZ AROCHA (Venezuela) said that, although new and rene-vrable energy 

sources at present accounted for only a small part of total energy consumption, 

particularly in the industrialized countries, one could reasonably hope that they 

would tru~e over from conventional energy sources, guarantee supplies of energy to 

isolated rural areas and encourage the adoption of new life styles of a more 

human dimension. It -vrould be a mistake to try to deal with all energy problems 

at the Conference, firstly, because the question of conventional energy sources was 

already being discussed in other international forums and would no doubt also be 

considered during the new round of negotiations which uas to take place within the 

United Nations system, and, secondly, because the energy problem could hardly be 

dissociated from world economic problems. The question of energy im~orts in 

particular must be considered within the over-all context of international trade, 

because the difficulties w·hich develcping countries faced in that connexion vrere 

similar to those they faced with regard to imports of food or machinery. 

12. Venezuela attached great importance to the question under consideration, as 

could be seen from the programmes on vrhich it had embarked in such fields as 

geothermal and solar energy. For instance, research on the uses of solar energy 

in agro-industries had been undertaken in collaboration with a number of 

universities. Venezuela was prepared to transmit the results of its experiments 

to other countries in the region, vrithin the framework of the programmes of the 

Latin American Energy Organization. The increasing scarcity and cost of 

hydrocarbons had shovm hoH important it 1ms to redirect traditional energy policies 

towards energy sources which despite their great potential, had been insufficiently 

exploited in the past. Thus, some countries such as Costa Rica had decided to 

develop their hydroelectric potential in order to reduce their oil imports. He 

hoped that other countries would follow that example. In addition, discussions in 

the technical panels should be focused not only on energy conservation but. also 

on the the need for environmental protection. He vras gratified that the Conference 

was to be held in a developing country. 
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13. ''1r. LASARTE (Uruguay) said that, although the General Assembly hF<"d taken the 

necessary action at its last session, preparations for the Conference had not 

advanced as fast as might have been expected. Accordingly, all concerned should 

redouble their efforts in order to remedy that situation. The technical panels 

should make a vital contribution in the area of information. The Director-General 

for Development and International Economic Co-operation should try to remove the 

traditional bureaucratic obstacles created by the complicated structure of the 

United Nations system. The concerned organizations and bodies of the United 

Nations system should, accordine: to the material and human resources available to 

them, participate in studies on specific subjects and train the skilled personnel 

-vrho 1wuld be required to develop and use non-traditional energy sources, Of 

course, Governments also had an important role to play, The General Assembly, for 

its part, should take stock at the current session of the preparations for the 

Conference and lay dmm guidelines to ensure its success, It was in that spirit 

that his delegation unreservedly supported the provisions of draft resolution 

A/C,2/34/L.l8, submitted by India on behalf of the Group of 77. It hoped for 

a disphty of solidarity and a spirit of co-operation, both -vri thin and outside the 

United Nations system, in helping the developing countries to develop ancl. utilize 

their rene>vable sources of energy by ensuring a regular transfer of technolorsy 

and information and providing bilateral and multilateral financial assistance as 

indicated, in the eighth preambular paragraph of General Assembly resolution 33/148, 

14. On the substance of the question, he believed that care must be taken first 

of all to ensure that the transition from traditional energy sources to rene1rable 

energy sources was made smoothly. Despite the encouragine; results of research 

and development activities relating to wind, povrer, geothermal enerrw and 

solar energy and the energy potential of the ocean, biomass, fuelFoocl and 

charcoal, oilshale and tar sands, there l·ras still a lone; uay to go before those 

energy sources could renlace conventional sources. Consequently, the question 

of new and rene-vrable sources of enere;y could not be considered, and action on 

them could not be tal\.en, 1..rithout having regard to the need to rationalize, in the 

interests of conservation, the exploitation, distribution and consumption of 

non-renewable resources. His delegation also believed that all aspects of the 

question must be considered simultaneously, in accordance vrith General AssemlJly 

resolution 33/148, paragraph 2. It should be borne in mind in that connexion 

that nevr sources of energy, such as 1..rind pm..rer, could in some respects supplement 

traditional sources. On the question of opportunity cost his delegation 

considered that it should be possible to ensure by concerted action that neu and 

renewable sources of energy -vrere competitive with traditional sources. It also 

1..rished to reiterate its doubts as to the advisability of including the question 

of the peaceful uses of nuclear energy in the agenda of the Conference, especially 

since the Organization of American States 1ms already considering that issue in 

connexion l·rith the activities of the Inter-American Nuclear Energy Commission. 

Finally, he wished to recall that his delegation had already suggested to the 

competent regional bodies a number of solutions to the energy crisis. Such 

solutions 1..rould include, for instance, the creation of machinery to e;uarantee 

minimum supplies to those developine; countries 1rhich lacked oil, the dravring up 

of energy balance-sheets and the development of ne~-r energy sources by means of 

financial assistance and joint research efforts. 
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15. Mr. ZVJAYNE (Syrian Arab Republic) said tho.t his delegation endorsed the 
suggestions and recommendations contained in the Secretary-General's report 

(A/34/585) and in the draft resolution submitted by India (A/C.2/3l.~/L.l8). 
Everyone uas mrare that the energy problem -vras becomine; increasingly acute. Since 

the discovery of petrole~~, the developed countries had persisted in using it 
irrationally and li1providently. Oil consumption must therefore be limited and 
rationalized. VJith regard to the question of ne-vr and rene-vrable sources of energy, 
a distinction must be made bet-vreen the programmes of developing countries and 
those of developed countries. It -vras regrettable that the technical panels -vrhich 
had been set up did not include enough experts from developing countries, Fhen 

their membership should have been uEiversal. In addition, the corrposition of the 

Conference secretariat should be expanded on the basis of equitable geographical 

distribution in order to ensure the success of its >wrk and provide enough time for 

preparations so that the real priorities could be estc:bli:::;hed Hhen the Conference 
met. 

16. The CIIAIRJiifAN armounced that the Cormnittee had concluded its consideration 
of item 71 and suggested that the deadline for the submission of draft resolutions 

under that item should be Tuesday, 27 november, at 6 p.m. 

17. It 1ms so dec idecl. 

AG:CHDA ITEM 12: REPCRT OF THE ECONOMIC AHD SOCIAL COUNCIL (continued) 
(A/C.2/34/L.60, 1.62, 1.67) 

18. Mr. SINGH (Fi,ji) introducing draft resolution A/C.2/3l-t/L.60, said that the 
Syrian Arab Republic and Barbados should be added to the list of snonsors. The 
draft resolution uas similar in format and content to a number of others submitted 
under the same item. Its purpose Has to direct the attention of the international 
community to the economic problems of the Kingdom of Tonga, a small islancl 
developine: country in the South Pacific, and to propose measures to ameliorate them. 

19. In order to absorb the surplus of manpover in the traditional agricultural 

sector caused by increasing population pressure, the Tc Li"·nn devPlopment plan air:ed 
at creating employment opportunities in other sectors sucn as tourism and 
manufacturing. That 'dould not be easily achieved, however, especially since half 
the resources needed to im:olement the development plan vrould have to come from 
outside the country. For the time being, Tonga 1 s economy ~>ras heavily dependent 

on a few agricultural products such as copra, bananas and other fruits and 
versetables. During the 1970s, copra prices had fallen uhile prices of irlports 
had more than doubled, producing a persistent and e;roving trade deficit which 
revenues from tourism and remittances from Tongans >:vorking abroad vrere 

insufficient to offset. The geographical isolation of the Kingdom of Tonr;a 
compounded its economic problems. High freight costs and irregular shipping 

services impeded the development of export markets, especially for perishable 
commodities. Nor could one overlook the impact of frequent natural disasters, 
such as hurricanes and earthquakes. 

20. Nevertheless, the international community had not bePn blind to Tonga's 
problems. For example, in its resolution 32/94, the General Assembly had requested 

/ ... 
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the Co:rnmi ttee for Development Planning to consider includinr; Tonga in the list of 
the least developed countries. Although the Committee had chosen not to change 
that list until the end of the Seconc'l Developr1ent Decade, it har1 recommended 
special assistance for Tonga and other countries uhose inclusion in the list he"d 
been requested, and the Economic and Social Council had endorsed that recommendation 
in its resolution 1978/513. The draft resolution under consideration 'IaS generally 
in line uith that resolution and merely added to it the General Asse~bly's 
endorsenent, taking account of recommendation 117 (V) of the United Nations 
Conference on Trade and Development. 

21. I1r. I10DISI (Botsvana) said that his rlelerc;at;ion 11ad become a co-sponsor of 
the draft resolution. 

22. N[r. J\SDE:IBILEG (lr:ongolia) 9 introducine; draft resolution A_/C.2/34/L.u2 
entitled '](ole of the public sector in prornotinr; the economic develoon1ent of 
developing countries;' on behalf of the snonsors, nmv includinp; the Con:·o, 
Czechoslovakia and the Syrian Arab :Republic, said that for most countries vrh:ich 
had recently acceded to independence it uas extremely i<rcportant to chanse the 
economic structure imposed by capitalism and to thrmr off the control of forei.sn 
capital in order to achieve autonomous economic develonment. _As the Secretarv-
General had s-sated in his report ( E/1979/66), the DL1b1ic sector could pl:=1y 2 

major role in mobilizing national resources for economic ar:d social development. 
The experience of developinG; countries lvith a stable public sector shoved the.t it 
Has an asset in the struggle against domination by foreign monopolies and an 
essential factor in autonomous economic development, even thoue;h other sectors could 
also play an effective role. 

23. In its resolution 3:.C/l79, the General Assembly had recomnencled thc.~t the 
competent Unitecl Nations ore;ans should take into account the studies on the role 
of the public sector in promoting the economic development of developing 
countries in formulating a nevr international development stratet';y. The draft 
resolution under consideration vras aimed at giving new impetus to those studies 
by suggestinET, new anproaches in that field. He drevr attention in particular to 
parqgraph 3, because developinc countries required technical and economic 
assistance to develop their public sectors and modernize their public enter]Jrises. 
The ree;ional economic commissions could organize practical discussions amonc 
developing countries on that subject. The Economic and Social Commission for r,sia 
and the Pacific 1v-as already play in['; an imiJortant role in that connexion, and it emf; 
to be ho:?eC. that the other regional commissions 1-rould follmv suit, 

24. In its resolution 1979/48, the :Sconomic and Social Council had recommended 
that the General Assembly should determ.ine vrhich aspects of the role of the 
public sector required further in~ depth study, and paragraph 5 of the dr2"ft 
resolution formulated a response to that recommendation: the aspects in ~uestion 
were determined, and the Secretary-General vas requested to sulJmi t a further 
comprehensive report in 1983, lvhich should give ample time for its elaboration. 
The role ~-rhich the public sector could play as an instrument of development 1ms 
described, and paragraph 5 (e) dealing 1-rith \-rays and means of facilitating the 
practical exchange of experience and information among developing countries on 
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the role of the public sector 1vas extremely i11portant. In the final paragraph, 

the competent organizations vrere invited to assist the Secretary-General 

continuously in preparing further studies on the role of the public sector, 

and it was encouraging to note that UNIDO had already made an im1)ortant 

contribution in that field. The sponsc~s cf the draft resolution hoped that it 

1vould be adopted by consensus. 

25. Mr. RAMOS (Cape Verde) announced that his delegation wished to become a 

co-sponsor of draft resolution A/C.2/34/L.62. 

26. Mr. CASSANDRA (Sao Tome and Principe) announced that his delegation also 

wished to become a co-sponsor of the draft resolution. 

AGENDA ITEI'v1 59: OPERATIOI'!AL ACTIVITIES FOR DEVELOPMENT ( conti_pued) (A/C. 2/34/L. 71) 

27. Hr. SINGH (Fiji) introduced draft resolution A/C.2/34/L.7l entitled 
11United Nations Development Programme", and said that the text Has self-explanatory. 

ORGANIZATION OF HORK 

28. The CHAIRMAN reminded delegations of a number of important matters regardinc; 

the organization of worlL At the beginine; of the session, the General Assembly 

had set l December as the deadline for submitting to the Fifth Corrmittee all draft 

resolutions with financial implications. He 1,rished to inform delegations that 

he had informed the President of the General Assembly of the difficulties the 

Second Committee had experienced because of the many draft resolutions it had to 

consider, and that the President had pointed out that the deadline of l recember 

had been set by a General Assembly decision. Decisions must therefore be tal:en 

by the evening of 30 November on all draft resolutions vrith financial implications 

if the Committee vrished them to be consiCiered during the current session, even if 

night meetinc;s 1,rere required. He proposed that 'l'uesday, 27 November should be 

set as a deadline for the consideration of draft resolutions submitted under 

items 63 and 69. 

29. Hr. vJAKASUGI (Japan) requested that the deadline for the consideration of 

item 63, 11United Nations University;', should be postponed until 30 November in 

view of the difficulties experienced by the delegations that -vrere elaborating 

the draft resolution. It was his understanding that the draft resolution did not 

have financial implications. 

30. It was so decided. 

31. The CHAIR~JUi read out rule 120 of the rules of procedure of the General 

Assembly which stated as a general rule, inter alia, that •;no nroposal shall be 

discussed or put to the vote at any meetinc; of the Committee unless copies of it 

had been circulated to e.ll delegations not later than the day preceedinr, the 

meeting". He said that under the same rule the Chairman could permit the 

discussion and consideration of amendments, or of motions as to procedure, even 

though they had not been circulated or had only been circulated the same day. 
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That, however, was an exception which must not become the rule. He recalled to 

members of the Committee that they must likewise corr.ply 1rith the provisions of 

article 128 regarding conduct during voting. He read out paragraph 4 (b) of 

document A/C.2/34/L.l dealing l·rith the decision of the General Assembly to limit 

explanations of vote to 10 minutes and suggested that, like other Committees, 

the Second Committee should apply that time-limit of 10 minutes to all statements 

on draft resolutions. 

32. It was so decided. 

33. The CHAIR~ffiN requested members of the Committee to make the necessary efforts 

to conclude before the follmring week the consideration of all a[Senda items 

except items 55, 56, and 70, and announced that the 1wrk for the following 1-reek 

would be organized accordingly. 

The meetin~ rose at 12.15 p.m. 




