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STATUS OF THE | NTERNATI ONAL COVENANTS ON HUVAN RI GHTS

Argentina, Australia, Belgiunf, Canada, Czech Republic, France,

Greece*, Portugal, Russian Federation, Slovakia,
Uni ted Kingdomof Geat Britain and Northern |rel and,

and the United States of America: draft resolution

1993/... _Succession of States in respect of international
human rights treaties

The Conmi ssion on Human Ri ghts,
Affirm ng that the consistent and effective inplenmentation of

i nternational human rights instrunments is of najor inportance to the

st rengt heni ng of peace, international cooperation and pronotion of universal
respect for and observance of human rights and fundanental freedons in
accordance with the Charter of the United Nations, the Universal Declaration
of Human Rights and the International Covenants on Human Ri ghts,

Bearing in mind the considerable changes within the international

comunity, connected with the dissolution of States and the enmergence of

successor States,

* |In accordance with rule 69, paragraph 3, of the rules of procedure of
t he functional conm ssions of the Econonic and Social Council.
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Consi dering that as successor States they shall succeed to internationa
human rights treaties to which the predecessor States have been parties and
continue to bear responsibilities,

Enphasi zi ng t he special inportance of the observance of universal norns
and standards on human rights for the maintenance of stability and the rul e of
law in any State,

Noting that the confirmati on of successor States to appropriate
depositories that they continue to fulfil international human rights treaty
obligations of the predecessor State is inportant in facilitating full and
effective cooperati on between successor States and United Nati ons human rights
bodi es in the pronotion of universal enjoynent of human rights and fundament al
freedons,

1. Encour ages successor States to confirmto appropriate depositaries
that they continue to be bound by obligations under relevant internationa
human rights treaties;

2. Expresses its satisfaction that sone successor States have al ready
confirmed their succession to international human rights treaties to which the
predecessor States were parties or have becone parties to such treaties to
whi ch the predecessor States were not parties;

3. Urges successor States that have not yet done so to accede to or
ratify those international human rights treaties to which the predecessor
States were not parties;

4, Requests the Secretary-CGeneral to render advisory services with
respect to succession or accession to international human rights treaties to
successor States which are nenbers of the United Nations and to report to the
Conmi ssion on Human Rights at its fiftieth session in regard to action taken
under this agenda item

5. Decides to continue the consideration of this question at its
fiftieth session under the agenda itementitled "Statues of the Internationa

Covenants on Human Ri ghts"



