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" Memoramium by the:Secretafy-Génersl

1. The Commissié¢n will récall that during 1te £ifth session (104th mesting) 1t
discissed “thée question of very latge selzures of opiwm in Theiland, to vhich the
representative of the United States of America had brought its attention
(E/CN.7/210), whoreiR 1t was stated that tlhers vas reason to suspect that the
opium came prinéipally from Burme. The Commission referred to 1ts debates on this
question -in paragraphs 46 ard #7 of its report to the Economic -and Social Council
(3/1889:2~E/w07/216).' R N e T P o
2. The Seérstary-Geréral had prévicusly, ot 2 November 1950, trememitted a copy
of the United States communlcation €6 the Minister for Foreign Affalrs of Burma,
and has nov received -from the Birmese fmbassador of Buima to the Unlted States of
America a riote verbale dated 28 Meych 1951 relating to the matter, the relevant
part of the text of which he aceorlingly hee the honour to tremmilt to the
Commission: =~ . TR U T
"Tn reference tc the Secretery-Generel's note of November 2, 1950, to
the s¥dress of the Foreign Minister of Bumge dn the sudbject of seizures iIn
. Theilerd of opfum allegedly of Burmese ‘origin, the Ambassedor of Burma to
the United States of Americs has the honour to cémvey the following comments
. " on behalf. of . the Govermment-of the Union of Bumma. The Government of the
" Uniom of Burma, and the /mbessador, trust that ‘these comments will prove of
* velue tb the Commission ot Nercotic Drugsy = IR '
"2. “The allegation that all'the opiup ‘géized In Thailbnd s produced in
Burme will not bear exemination: It 1s true that poppy cultivaticm 1s still
practised in the Trans-Salween portién bf the’ Shén State of the Union of
- “Burma, but this practice 1s by no meens comfined to this area. It 18 a
well-kmown fact that poppy cultivetion existe in those parts of Yurmenm,
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Irdo-china and Thailend which edjoin the Trans-Selween Shan State,
Mrthemore, the opium produced in the sbove-mentioned area of the Shen
State is inferior to, emd ylelds lese prepared opium then, the opium of
Chinese origin, and suffers in competition with the move popular latier
variety. Comsequently, the Goverrment of the Union of Burma ls compelled -
to repuiiate eny suggestion that all the oplum seized im 'I‘hai,an& is
produced in Tuma. In fact 1ts own Bources of :m:t’omation suggest that
only about 10 per cent of the opimn so seized is of Burmese origin. DBut
it 1s probable tHat'e considerable 'perc¢entege is first smuggled Into Burma
and then into Thailandi. The extremely long frontier presents severe

. - obstacles to the Uiion Government's efforts to end this smuggling,

" M3, "It has been the ¢onsistent: policy of the Government, both uniex the
British Colonial Yegime and under the new independent regime, to bring .

" sbout a progressive reduction' In poppy Cultivetion, the final aim being to
control end meintain production’ sufficient merely to meet the. 1egitimat«e
réquirements of ithe cowntry. By 1942, this campaign had made gyeat <..
heedway, and poppy cultivation had been restricted to the Trgns-‘—sfalweed;f
Shan Stete; those areas of ‘the:Kachin State of: the Union-of Burma lnown as

~ the Hikawhg Valley and.the Tiridngle, and:the-Nage Hille.- Furthé,more;,. the
oplim grown in' the Hukewng Valley, 'the Triasngle end the -Naga Hills is so.
inferior as-to be fit only for local consimption, - The remobeness of all -
‘theae ereas, the fact that' opium represents an importart cesh crop to the -
local inhebitents, end the difficulty of providing them with & ready

. " alternstive méene of reising money héve contributed to make 1t impossible
for the Government to put & stop to poppy cultivation in thess ‘erees.

Furtherore, the disturbed conditions brought :about by the Japanese invasion

© of Burma, emni subsequently by internal-.strife, have unfortunately meant

that' ‘the campaign sgainst poppy cultivation has lost impetus, and in fact
" 4% ¥ee riot bBéem possidble to determine with any accuracy the acreege wnder
poppy cultivation in these areas’ in Yecent years. With the gradual’ veturn
of normel conditions, the Gowermment of the Union of Burma will'be 1In a

" better position to devote mors aftention %o this prohlem. ' L
", A regards consumptich within the ‘souhtry, the oplutr policy of the
Government was revised;: after ths Secomd World War, to prohibit the sale

fof ;optm
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of oplum for profit, and a programme which aimed at eliminating the opium
habit within a period of five years was drawn up. The prograrme waa to be
implemented by |

(s} Opening clinice for treatment of addicts;

(b} Strengthening the Steff of the Excise Department ani ensuring

their co~ordination and cow-operation with similer mstaff of the

neighbouring stetes so as to put an end to smuggling;
 (e) Suppression of poppy cultivation, et the same time proviiing

the inhabitents with suiteble alternative cesh crops.

Unfortunately, the internal unrest within the country to which
reference hae already been maie, has served as a set-back to this
progrewme, However, & start has been mede by the estsvlishment of oplum
clinics in Rengoon end by the Government's refussl to issue oplum for
#ddicts except through these clinics. The opening of ciinice in places
other than Rangoon has, like the other measures vroposed, had to be deferred.
Other nsens to reiuce emuggling and consumption such as the iwposition of
detervent punishments, and the legal proh:bition of the poesession of oplum
consleeption equiprent and assendly of persvas for consumption purposes,
have been put into effect with, it is belisved, good results.

"5, It remeins the policy of the Gorernment of the Union of Bumma to
eradicate The opilum habit In tie cowitry as soon a&s porsidble by putting

the measurss mentioned eerliex into effect. To thie end, they would de
only too glad to co-operave witn the Governments of Yunnan, Inio Chine and
Thailand, and with the Commiscion on Narcciic Diugs, with a view to finding
ways end renns of suppressipg wIOpYy cul‘iva%ion A the smugeiing of oplum.,
As & first sbep, “hey wenrld suugest that & Uniteld Nations Couvitvee be “
estavlished to supervise and co-ordinate the efrforts of the governments
concerned,”

The Secretary«Gersral desires to drew the Cormission's attention

varticularly to paragivih 5 of this communication in which it wes suggested that

& United Nations Committee be estebiished to supervise and co-ordinate the efforts
of the Governments of Yunnan, Indo-China end Theiland with e view to suppressing
poppy cultivetion and the smuggling of opium.





