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1. The Conmlss16n will reoail that during lts fifth' session (104th me~ting) it 

d.iecilslled t~ qt1est1on of very l.Sfge seizures of' op1lml in Thtiiland.,· to w:htoh the 

representat-ive of the United. States :-of ·America hlid. broUght its attention 

(E/rm.7/210l, where·iii tt·was stated that there was reason to suspect that the 

opiUm came prin6ipal.ly from Burma. ·The. COID!Jiiaston 1-eferred: to it's debate's on this 

quest1on·1tf':paregraplis 46··ena 47· of itit· report to: the Economic 'and Social CouncU 

(E/1889' : E/CN .. 1/216). .'" . : · 
2'. Thfi Seereta:ey-GertEirel had pr&vi-ouel.Y, .·on· 2 NOTember' 1950'. trensmt tted. a cow 
of the'United:'·States.eOnlammication t6 the Minister for·Fore@ Affaire of":surma, 

and hae. now received. ·from 'the BUrmese ·Ambassador of Burma to the ·united states of 

Atlertoa a' note. verb'ale dated 28 Mareh 1951 relati!JS to the matter, the relevant 

pert of the· text of ·'Which be iftocdr:t:tnsly he's ?tne honour to transmit to the 
Commission: :~ ~' 

.. In re:l~erenee td tlie seomer.r•Generel:'e nate'' of November ·2, ·1950, to 

the ed1resa ·of the Foreign 'Minister. of :Bums on the .. aub,16ct of seizures in 

· '.'.Theiland. 6f opium ·allegedl;' or B~ee :Orla1n, the ·Ambaaae.dbr of Burma to 

the l1n1 ted: Stetee of' :Ainerfea ·has the honour. to cOnvey the folloWing comments 

:, ··on behalf, of. the" .Govertl.'!Dfmtc o:t 'the Union of Butmth 'l.'lle ·Gv'vei'n1rlent of the 

. lhliots. · of 'lhmue ,. and the J\mbea88aor, trust . th&t 'these comments Will prove of 

vel'Ue to the Commission on Narcotic' Drugs'.'' 

"2. 'The allegatiOn the.~ all: the opit1D: .. st!l1zei ·in Thalll:Od'·,ts proauced in -
Burme Will no:b. beer exem1net!ont. · ~It 1-s true ·th&t :poppy cult1vat16n ·is still 

.practised: in the. Tre.ns•Salween portion' Of tlir:t: Sllari' State of' the Uniott ·of 

· : ~urms~ but this 'Prectdce is by tto means confine& to this area. '·It is' a 

well-known fact that popw cultivation exists 1n those parts of 'furman, 

,r .. l.Ul3 /Indo-China and 
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Indo-Chine and Thailand which adjoin the Trans-salween Shan State. . ' . 
~rthemo~, the opium produced 1n the above-mentioned area of the Shan 

State is inferior to, end yields lees prepared opium than, the opium of 

Chinese origin, end suffers in competition with the more popular latter 

variety. Consequently, the Gove:rr.xment of the Unton of ·:e~ 1& compelled. 

to repudiate any suggestion that all the opium f;'leizei in T,ha.i!and. ia ~- · 
. - . . ' ' : . ' ,_, ~ '\ . . . ,. . . :. 

produced in :Bm:ma. In fact, its own sources of 1nfonnat1on suggest that 

only about 10 per cent oi the op1Uir1
1 

i!o seized is of 'Burmeee origin. But 

it is probable :tliat·:a'. cb~·"d:erabl~ ·pe~~p.tage te .first smuggled into :Bunna 
and then into Thailand.. The extremel;y lOllg frontier presents severe 

'obstacleu··to rthe't.liiion.Govermi:lent's efforts .to· end this emuggl1ng, ·, 

' "3~ ·rt ·has· been the·ewsistent. polic;r :of' the Government,. both. uniEtr.,t}le· 

:Brftish Oolonial··reg~e and ·und.et"·the new ind.epelld.ent reg1me1 ·to bring 

. abOut a. progressive reduction' in poppy Cultintion, the final .aim be.1ng to · 

control aitd. mafntairi production·· sufffcient·1Ilerely.. to. meet. the .legitime~ 

requirements ·o:r itbe countJt ~ · , By 1942, . this. campaign bad: me.d.e g:j:"Sat •· , .. :­

heaiway, and i'Ol!PY cultivation bed been restricted tp ·the T~s ... Salween , · :: 

·shan state; those eress of =tlle;Kechin state of·. the· t:rn1on~9f: .~a .known .sa 

the BUkawils Valley sni.the·T!:rlqle·1 and:::tbe,Nag.Q Hills .• · Furthemore,. the 

:optilm· grown' in· the HUkewng·Vallay; .. lthe '.Cri~le· and 'the ·Nega.·Hills is, s.C? 

inferior as -to be fit onli f'oY 1oba1. constlmptioo. Th& r.emoteneas, of. al;l 

. these' areas~ the fact :that' opium represents an 1mp.Ol:'t8Jit cash crop ·to the . 

local inhabitants, and the difficulty of providing them with a ~ady 

· alternative ·li!Eiena of· raisitlEf nsone;r h_eve contributed to ·n:aka i:t impossible 

ten!- the Govercment to put a stop to· poPI'(t cul.tivation' in these areas. 

Furthermore, the ·disturl:le'd: oond.itions: brought •aboUt -:by the Japanese: .Jnvasion 

Of Burme, ··and. sub&equentJ.y by· intei-nal:.etrif'e~ ·have :unfortun-stelY meo.ant 
thatl ttbe ce!Dpaigil against popt>y' riUlt:tvation ·bas· lost tmpe.tua:, -and: in fact 

· · i':t hee not beau posliltb1e tb aetemine 'With Btly·· a'ccuraey .the acreage under 

poppy cultivation 1n these areas: in recent years'-.. With the ,gradual' return 

6't normal· 'coodttioris; tlie· ·Qotte:mment of tbe Uni.'on d'f' :Bu:l'rlia will ~be 1n a 

better posit ian 't¢!. devb~e·:more' 'attention .to· 'this problem. · · c ·. • 

"4 • · As 'regards · ooneutnpt10h W1 thin· the· ··ooUb.'try;,. the opi'uin' policy of the 

GoVel'tlmSnt Was rev:tsea;• ·after the Second· World War,· :to prohib:tt th~·J'pS:le 



E/CN.7/222 
Page 3 

of opium for profit1 and a programme which aimed at eliminating the opium 

habit within a period. of five years was drawn up. The programme W<'lB to be 

1mplemen ted. by 

(a} Opening clinics for treatment of addicts; 

(b} Strengthening the Staff of the Excise Department end. ensuring 

their co-ordination and co•operation with similar staff of the 

neighbouring states eo as to put an end to smuggling; 

(c) Suppression of poppy cultivation, et the same time providing 

the inhebitante with suitable alternative cash crops. 

Unfortunately, the internal unrest within the countr.r to which 

reference hns al~eaiy been maie, has served aa a set-back to this 

prog:.~mme. However, a start has been mad.e i>y the esta"uliahn:ent of opium 

clinics in Rel)8oon end. by the Government' a refusal to issue opium for 

addicts excB:pt thro,.lgh these clinics. The open:t~:-g of clinics in places 

other than Tiangoon has, J.lke tile other l!le8SU!'66 yropoaed 1 had to be deferred • 

Other m.eana to :oed.uce B'wi.Jgglii""·S and consumption ~uch as the iwpoait1on of 

d.eter:.'ent punishm~nts, and the. leg~l prob::.":Ji tion of the possession of opitlm 

cons·U!llption equipment and aasemYl,y of per!':to~e for eoneurr;:ption purposes, 

have been put into effect w1tl1i it ia belit:.!fed1 good results. 

"5. It remains the policy of the Go~re:mment of the Un1.o-n of Buma to 

erad:Lcate tbe op:tum haJit in 'i.:!.i.e co1tl~r:Y' as soon as poF.sible by putting 

the measures mentioned ee!"lieJ' into Qffec~. To this end, they would. be 

dnly too glad to eo-operete with the Governments of YU1r.1an, !';;l:lo China and 

Thailand, and wit!1 the Co·mnise:bn on Narco{;ic D:....,tga, w!th a vi0w to find.ing 

ways ani r.:.ern'ls of eup:tn."'"":ait\~ pJj•l::r ea:J..:..:vn·~·:;ion .:=t.lt! t:1e ennlgc.iing of opium. 

As a first o tep, t:1ay "ti'r..: .. ~ld. B:.J.,~geat t~"lat a Ui.lif;e~t ]atio::H3 COWtli ttiet. be 

established. to e,;;.pervise and. co-ordinate the efr"'orta of the goveJ:Tm!erJ.ts 

eonce~rnei. ~'. 

3. The Eecreta:,-.. Get"~.e!'al d.ea1rea to drew the Commission' a attention 

perticule:'ly to :t_)arag:."t:;h 5 of this commu."licatim'l in ~.....:'lioh it was suggested. that 

e United Nations Comm1·:.tee be eetab:i..1shed to supervise and co-ordinate the efforts 

of the Governments of Yunnan, Ind.o·China ani Thailand with a view to suppressing 

poppy cultivation end. the smuggling of opium. 




