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1701 st meeting 
Thursday, 20 November 1975, at 3.15 p.m. 

Chairman: Mr. Olof RYDBECK (Sweden). 

AGENDA ITEM 123 

Development and international economic co-operation: 
implementation of the decisions adopted by the General 
Assembly at its seventh special session (continued)* 
(A/10203, A/10211, A/C.2/296, A/C.2/299, A/C.2/ 
L.1459, A/C.2/L.l468) 

1. Princess Ashraf PAHLAVI (Iran) recalled that at the 
seventh special session the General Assembly had unani
mously adopted resolution 3362 (S-VII), containing meas
ures for the establishment of the new international eco
nomic order defined in the Declaration on the Establish
ment of a New International Economic Order (resolution 
3201 (S-VI)) and the Charter of Economic Rights and 
Duties of States (resolution 3281 (XXIX)). The momentum 
given by the seventh special session must be maintained and 
the Paris Conference on International Economic Co
operation would show whether recent developments repre
sented merely a change of tactics by the industrialized 
countries, or whether there had in fact been a far-reaching 
revision of the outdated concepts which the prosperous 
countries had initially defended. The developing countries 
had shown their goodwill, and it was for the industrialized 
nations to show good faith and accept the fact that 
interdependence was a two-way street linking all nations. 

2. The establishment of more balanced and equitable 
economic relations between the developing and indus
trialized countries was a lengthy process which would 
dominate the world scene in the years to come. Her 
Government was taking an active part in the process with a 
sincere desire to arrive at an equitable solution which would 
reconcile the interests of all concerned. 

3. Thus, early in 1974 Iran had proposed the establish
ment of a special fund to be financed by oil-exporting 
countries and industrialized countries and administered in a 
strictly neutral manner. The fund had never materialized 
but her Government had adhered to its convictions and the 
representative of Iran at the conference of ministers of 
OPEC countries at Vienna had proposed the creation of a 
special fund for the assistance of the least developed 
countries. 

4. At the midpoint of the Second United Nations Develop
ment Decade, a reasonable level of transfer of real resources 
justifiably could have been expected. The report of the 
World Bank showed that if the developing countries as a 
whole were to achieve the objective of a 6 per cent annual 
growth rate, the level of aid from industrialized countries 
must increase from 0.33 per cent of GNP in 1974 to 0.81 
per cent in 1981; it was therefore a shock to learn that the 
rate had been 0.51 per cent in 1963 and, according to Bank 

* Resumed from the 1693rd meeting. 

A/C.2/SR.1701 

estimates, was unlikely to be more than 0.24 per cent of 
GNP in 1980. Sweden was the only country which had 
reached the aid target of 0.70 per cent established by the 
member countries of OECD. She expressed appreciation to 
the Swedish Government and to the Netherlands repre
sentative who had informed the Committee that his 
Government was going to take measures to reach an aid 
level of 1.2 per cent of GNP. In that connexion, it must be 
emphasized that the OPEC countries had devoted the 
equivalent of 2 per cent of their GNP to aid, and Iran's 
bilateral and multilateral aid in 1974 had been running at 
6 per cent of the countr~'s GNP. 

5. Although the efforts of the international community to 
create a new economic order had produced encouraging 
results, her satisfaction was tempered hy the thought that 
there was a great deal to be done, particularly in one field 
which concerned her greatly, and had unfortunately not 
been touched upon at the seventh special session of the 
General Assembly. That was the improvement of the status 
of women, whose integration into the general process of 
development was a sine qua non for the success of the new 
international economic order. As matters stood, society was 
very far from making effective use of all its human 
resources, and particularly the resource represented by 
women, upon whom under-development imposed a double 
burden which must be lifted without delay. The Conference 
of the International Women's Year at Mexico City (19 
June-2 July 1975) had noted that the problems of women 
were the problems of the whole of society, and the World 
Plan of Action 1 drawn up by the Conference called upon 
the United Nations to proclaim the years 1975-1985 the 
United Nations decade for women and development. It was 
therefore grieviously disappointing to note that despite the 
important work of the Mexico Conference, the discussions 
during the seventh special session of the General Assembly 
had made virtually no reference whatever to women. 

6. At the seventh special session the General Assembly had 
tackled inequalities in international economic relations 
which faced three quarters of mankind with the harsh 
problems which were so well-known. But it must never be 
forgotten that those problems were harsher still when they 
affected women, who were "unequal even in inequality". 
The new measures adopted at Mexico City to improve the 
situation of women must form an integral part of any new 
world economic order, and the Conference would have 
been a mere fraud if women let the gains which they had 
made there slip from their grasp. The seventh special session 
had not considered a single one of the resolutions on the 
participation of women in development which had been 
adopted at the Mexico Conference; and only two or three 
delegations had even referred to the Conference during the 
general debate at the current session. Efforts must therefore 

1 See E/5725, chap. Il, sect. A. 
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be redoubled to bring women's demands out of the twilight could find important areas of agreement despite differences 
zone in which they languished. If that were not done, the of ideology. Many international actions had been taken 
International Women's Year would have lost all its meaning. with a view to implementing essential elements of General 
There must be a sincere and intensive effort to ensure that Assembly resolution 3362 (S-VII). For example, IMF was 
high priority and undivided attention were given to considering the various elements of a United States pro-
programmes, projects and activities which would enable posal to provide protection against severe fluctuations in 
women to improve their position and participate fully, export earnings; negotiations were proceeding regarding the 
effectively and equally in the global development effort. establishment of an international fund for agricultural 

7. Some of the resources transferred to development must 
be directed towards the improvement of the status of 
women. International organizations must re-examine the 
effects of the World Plan of Action of Mexico in the 
context of their own existing or future aid programmes, 
and give their governing bodies appropriate recommenda
tions concerning any revised measures which might be 
necessary for the execution of the Plan. 

8. The United Nations itself and all its bodies concerned 
with development were operating within the framework of 
projects whose aims and resources were precisely defined. 
All existing projects should therefore be reviewed and their 
scope enlarged to include women. UNDP must play a key 
role and women must participate fully in the planning and 
execution of UNDP country programmes as well as re
gional, interregional and global projects undertaken under 
the auspices of the United Nations or other international 
organizations. 

9. Another field of the utmost importance to women was 
that of food and agriculture, but there again, the resolution 
of the seventh special session, while emphasizing the 
importance of agriculture, seemed to forget that women, 
particularly in developing countries, played an essential role 
in agriculture and in the production, processing and sale of 
food-stuffs. The solution of the world food problem lay 
primarily in rapidly increasing food production in the 
developing countries. lt was incumbent on all countries and 
all international organizations to contribute financially and 
technically to the achievement of that objective by enabling 
women to play their important role. 

10. There seemed to be a lack of enthusiasm regarding the 
role of women apart from certain relationships connected 
with marriage and population. It was noteworthy for 
example that even certain delegations which had warmly 
supported the women's cause at Mexico City had gradually 
moved away from it and turned their attention to other 
matters. But without the active and equal participation of 
women in the development process, nothing worth-while 
could be accomplished and injustice and privilege would 
continue to be rampant. She therefore addressed a fervent 
appeal to the Committee to approve any proposal for the 
integration of women into the development process, and 
she hoped that it would not be long before the question of 
women in development became a permanent item on the 
Committee's agenda. 

11. Mr. MYERSON (United States of America) said that 
he shared the hope that the current session would devote 
greater attention to the important matter of the role of 
women. 

12. The outcome of the seventh special session of the 
General Assembly illustrated the fact that Governments 

development, while the International Wheat Council had 
begun discussing world food reserves; negotiations on the 
fifth replenishment of the International Development Asso
ciation (IDA) had begun in Paris; discussions on com
modities were continuing in UNCTAD and elsewhere; and 
the multilateral trade negotiations at Geneva were con
sidering questions relating to special treatment for develop
ing countries in the areas of non-tariff barriers, modifica
tion of tariff rate escalation for processed goods, and 
special tariff rates for tropical products. Moreover, the 
Conference on International Economic Co-operation would 
begin its deliberations in Paris at the ministerial level in 
December. He hoped that the Conference commissions on 
energy, raw materials, development, and related financial 
questions would make substantial progress in building areas 
of consensus between the developing and developed coun
tries. Furthermore, the fourth session of UNCTAD would 
afford an opportunity to continue negotiations in greater 
detail. 

13. One of the more significant initiatives in General 
Assembly resolution 3362 (S-VII) concerned the establish
ment of a development security facility to provide financial 
support to developing countries in order to mitigate their 
export earnings shortfalls. The Executive Directors of IMF 
hoped to reach agreement on the expanded features of the 
proposed facility by the time the World Bank/IMF Interim 
Committee met in January 1976. 

14. The IMF Executive Board was working intensively on 
the implementation of the trust fund which had been 
agreed in principle by the World Bank/IMF Development 
Committee and would be financed in part from the 
proceeds of IMF gold sales. His delegation continued to 
believe that the trust fund represented a desirable response 
to the balance-of-payments financing needs of the most 
seriously affected developing countries. 

15. He understood that the World Bank hoped to com
plete negotiations regarding the replenishment of IDA, a 
step of enormous importance in providing concessional 
loans to the poorest developing countries. His delegation 
had been pleased to join the consensus on the draft 
resolution to mobilize support for the replenishment of 
IDA at the 1693rd meeting of the Committee. 

16. There were two specific proposals for liberalizing the 
buffer stock financing facility of IMF. One would allow 
drawings to be separate from a country's unconditional 
access to its IMF gold tranche, and the other would sever 
the existing link between drawings from that facility and 
the compensatory financing facility. 

17. The World Bank was expected shortly to submit to 
members a proposal, which his delegation had supported 
during the seventh special session of the General Assembly, 
for the expansion of the International Finance Corporation 
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(IFC). IFC had broad experience in supporting private 
enterprise in many developing countries, and the proposed 
enlargement of its capital base should greatly strengthen the 
effectiveness of its contribution to development. There was 
also a proposal that IFC should manage an international 
investment trust to attract new capital for investment in 
individual firms in developing countries. Such a proposal 
could stimulate the investment of billions of dollars of 
essential resources in developing countries, and he hoped 
that it would move forward rapidly. 

18. There appeared to be general agreement that the 
developing countries should have better access to foreign 
private capital markets. A special working group of the 
Development Committee was studying the capital markets 
and he hoped its work would lead to practical suggestions 
for improvement. 

19. His delegation believed that proposals to improve 
compensatory financing for export earnings and improved 
conditions for investment could reduce the problems which 
instability of supplies and prices posed for the developing 
countries. Suitable bodies for discussing commodity ques
tions already existed, though in some cases consideration 
should be given to establishing forums in which both 
producers and consumers were represented. 

20. His country intended early in 1976 to implement the 
system of generalized preferences designed to expand 
opportunities for exports from developing countries, par
ticularly in the manufacturing sector. 

21. The multilateral trade negotiations under GATT at 
Geneva continued to offer a major forum for seeking 
improvements in the world trading system. He believed that 
countries in the earliest stages of economic development 
should receive special treatment in a variety of ways, and 
that their participation and their obligations in the world 
trading system should reflect their evolving levels of 
development. The question of special treatment for the 
developing countries with regard to non-tariff barriers was 
being discussed in the context of an international code for 
export subsidies and countervailing duties. The subject was 
complicated and its solution would demand much time, but 
the fact that the special problems of the developing 
countries had been considered from the beginning was an 
improvement over previous treatments of the subject. 

22. There was a need to maintain and accelerate if possible 
the negotiations in the tropical products group of the 
multilateral trade negotiations, so that the developing 
countries could share in the benefits obtained at the 
Ministerial Meeting at Tokyo in September 1973 and 
participate fully in the world trading system. 

23. His delegation was gratified by the reinforcement 
given at the seventh special session to the commitments 
made at the World Food Conference in November 1974 and 
he trusted that the political will shown at that session of 
the General Assembly would lead to the progressive 
removal of the remaining obstacles to a solution of the 
world's longer-range food problems. That would require 
sustained effort by all nations, both developing and 
developed. 

24. Among the recommendations formulated at the sev
enth special session with respect to food and agriculture, 
the following deserved priority: in the first place, while the 
solution to world food problems lay primarily in increasing 
food production in the developing countries, there was a 
concomitant need to increase the volume of food assist
ance; accordingly, all countries should increase their con
tributions if they could. Secondly, as a transitional meas
ure, all countries should accept the principle of a minimum 
global food aid target. Thirdly, there should be prompt 
agreement on an internatio!lally co-ordinated system of 
national food reserves. In suggesting those priorities he had 
no wish to denigrate the importance of other recommenda
tions contained in General Assembly resolution 
3362 (S-VII), such as the need to support the expansion of 
the work of existing international agricultural research 
centres, the reduction of post-harvest food losses, and the 
expansion of agricultural trade opportunities for all coun
tries. 

25. The United States continued to accord the highest 
priority to agricultural development and nutrition in its 
own development assistance programmes, and during the 
current fiscal year his Government planned to double its 
direct aid for those purposes. 

26. Resolution XIIP of the World Food Conference called 
for the establishment of an international fund for agricul
tural development, and he hoped that negotiations on the 
Articles of Agreement for the fund would be completed 
early in 1976. The United States Congress was in the 
process of authorizing a contribution of up to $200 million 
for the fund and he hoped all countries in a position to do 
so would make pledges so that the target figure of at least 
$1 billion could be reached. 

27. The United States food aid budget provided for the 
shipment to the developing countries, to help meet their 
interim needs, of almost 6 million tons of food on 
concessional terms. That represented 60 per cent of the 
global target of 10 million tons and he urged that others, 
traditional as well as prospective new donors, should do 
their part. 

28. In fulfilment of the recommendations of World Food 
Conference resolution XVII2 on world food security, the 
United States had submitted to a working group of the 
International Wheat Council a proposal for the establish
ment of an international system of nationally-held grain 
reserves. The whole question of food reserves merited 
special attention, but positive results had been few. 
Therefore, although world grain production and consump
tion levels had left no current surplus, it was important that 
understandings be reached to ensure the accumulation of 
reserves as soon as that became possible. His Government 
had put forward a special proposal to that end and hoped 
that others would join in negotiating a suitable agreement 
on reserves, and that procedural questions would not divert 
their efforts. 

29. The concept of self-help had been endorsed at the 
World Food Conference and the seventh special session. 

2 See E/CONF.65/20 (United Nations publication, Sales 
No. E.75.Jl.A.3), chap. 11. 
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While external assistance could supplement the efforts of 37. Leading experts from more than 30 countries in fields 
the developing countries and continued to be essential, such such as world hunger and human and social development 
aid could only be effective if recipient nations accorded had already met with the University authorities to advise on 
high priority to agricultural and fisheries development in initial programmes. The participants knew the real prob-
their domestic programmes, and adopted policies which !ems of the world, particularly in the developing nations, 
gave adequate incentives to individual producers. and what was being done to solve them, by existing United 

30. The Consultative Group on Food Production and 
Investment in Developing Countries should play an impor· 
tant role in identifying countries with potential for a rapid 
increase in food production, so as to ensure the most 
effective use of external aid in the food and agriculture 
sector. 

31. His delegation had expressed reservations about sec
tion IV of General Assembly resolution 3362 (S-VII), but it 
had also made specific proposals witt. regard to indus
trialization, science and technology. It would continue to 
co-operate in those fields, believing that it was necessary to 
proceed· in a practical manner, with due regard for the 
crucial role of the private sector. 

32. His delegation was pleased to be participating in the 
important work of the Ad Hoc Committee on the Restruc
turing of the Economic and Social Sectors of the United 
Nations System. The work remaining to be done by the 
Committee would occupy its full attention for a long time 
to come and imaginative efforts would be required to 
translate General Assembly resolution 3362 (S-VII) into a 
successful programme of action. 

33. In the spirit of conciliation and consensus achieved at 
the seventh special session, his Government reiterated, in 
the strongest possible terms, its commitment to the 
common goal of building an efficient and equitable global 
structure of economic co-operation. He asked the other 
nations represented to join with his Government in helping 
to ensure that the thirtieth session of the General Assembly 
endorsed that co-operative spirit. 

AGENDA ITEM 62 

United Nations University (A/10003, chap. Ill, sect. J; 
A/C.2/L.l466): 

(a) Report of the Council of the United Nations University 
(A/10031); 

(b) Report of the Secretary-General (A/10237) 

34. The CHAIRMAN invited the Rector of the United 
Nations University to address the Committee. 

35. Mr. HESTER (Rector of the United Nations Univer
sity) said that the University's activities had been focused 
on two primary objectives: to determine the strategies for 
its initial programmes of research and training and to seek 
contributions from Member States to the endowment fund 
that was to provide the University's basic financing. 

36. A critical time in the development of the University 
had been reached. On the one hand, there was an 
enthusiastic endorsement of the concept of the University, 
but on the other hand, many Governments of Member 
States did not appreciate the true nature of the University 
and there was therefore a lack of readiness to make 
financial contributions. 

Nations organizations for example, and what plans there 
were for future work. Virtually all the participants had 
urged the University to take on far more work than its 
current resources permitted. 

38. Among the overwhelming majority of Member States 
that had voted to establish the University, only Cyprus, 
Ghana, Japan, Senegal, Sweden and Venezuela had made 
contributions or pledges to the endowment fund. The 
United States Congress had recently approved a first 
contribution for 1976. 

39. During the past year he had been building a staff, 
working out the conception and organization of the 
University, and visiting many countries to explain the value 
of the new institution and stimulate interest in it. 

40. The Council of the University had held its fourth 
session at Tokyo from 20 to 24 January 1975 and had 
approved a basic concept of organization and three priority 
areas for initial work (see A/10031, para. 19): world 
hunger; human and social development; and the use and 
management of natural resources. The University's planning 
and co-ordinating centre at Tokyo was intended to be as 
flexible and efficient as possible, and resources would be 
devoted primarily to programmes rather than to a large 
administrative staff. 

41. The Council had agreed that before responding to the 
many requests from nations and institutions to participate 
in its work, it would set priorities and consult experts so 
that its activities would follow a coherent pattern and not 
duplicate work being done elsewhere. 

42. The basic organization approved by the Council had 
gained strength through the appointment of two Vice
Rectors: Mr. Ichiro Kato, former President of the Univer
sity of Tokyo, who was Vice-Rector for Administration and 
General Counsel; and Mr. Alexander Kwapong, Vice
Chancellor of the University of Ghana, who was Vice
Rector for Development and Planning. The total staff at 
Tokyo was about 30, and by the time the first programmes 
were well under way, the staff would number about 60. 
Instead of establishing its own staff of experts, the 
University intended to maintain frequent communications 
with experts around the world. 

43. The University was not concerned with the develop
ment of academic disciplines, but with applying all relevant 
disciplines to the solution of practical problems of impor
tance to human existence world-wide. It had no students, in 
the traditional sense of persons seeking degrees. Instead, it 
would have trainees when there was a demonstrated and 
urgent need for advanced training that was not being met. 
There would be no single, permanent faculty, but a global 
network of research and training institutions, many of them 
parts of existing institutions, whose combined staffs would 
constitute an international community of scholars. 
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44. The University had held a number of small working whole. It also hoped that the Headquarters Agreement 
meetings to seek expert advice on the strategies it should would be signed shortly, that the programme budgeting 
follow in the three priority areas set by the Council. The method would be utilized and that the University would 
first meeting, on world hunger, had brought together 19 move in the near future to a location with a more 
experts from 13 countries; their report urged the University appropriate academic climate. His delegation welcomed the 
not to duplicate existing large United Nations programmes remarks of the Rector of the University concerning the 
in agricultural production and population, but to strength- type of institution the University would become. 
en work in post-harvest conservation, food policy, food 
science and nutrition. The report had been circulated for 
comment. 

45. The second meeting, on human and social develop
ment, h~1 grouped 20 experts from 19 countries who had 
urged the University to undertake work in education for 
development, in relevant science and appropriate tech
nology, in styles of living, and in the analysis of projections 
of the future based on various world models. The report 
would be circulated shortly for comment. 

46. The third meeting, on natural resources, was to be 
held in the first week in December and would take up such 
matters as energy, water, technology and management 
systems. 

4 7. The University was a response to the growing recogni
tion that the major problems confronting humanity were 
not the responsibilities of single nations but of the entire 
interdependent world. Because so many of the world's most 
serious problems were concentrated in developing regions, 
the University was strongly oriented towards the needs of 
developing countries, but its work would be of great value 
to the highly industrialized countries by helping them plan 
more effective development assistance, by supplying them 
much-needed information on actual global resource supplies 
and world-wide food and energy requirements, and by 
opening many new perspectives on human and social 
problems affecting all nations. 

48. The University was deeply grateful to the Government 
of Japan for giving it a home and to the other contributing 
nations for their foresight and generosity. But the Univer
sity would fulfil its potential only if the other Member 
States did their share. Japan had pledged $100 million and 
Venezuela, $10 million, over the next five years, and the 
United States Congress had authorized a contribution of 
$10 million for 1976. Altogether, the University sought an 
endowment fund of $500 million. 

49. Mr. V ARGAS (Venezuela) said that the fact that his 
country had contributed $10 million to the United Nations 
University and that it would host the sixth session of the 
Council of the University demonstrated the high priority 
which his Government attached to that institution. He 
urged other countries to make financial contributions, 
which should be voluntary and untied. 

50. He wished to emphasize that the University, in 
planning its work, should take due account of the Declara
tion and the Programme of Action on the Establishment of 
a New International Economic Order and the consensus 
reached at the seventh special session of the General 
Assembly. Furthermore, his delegation assumed that the 
University's work on the management, use and proper 
distribution of natural resources would relate to natural 
resources belonging to the international community as a 

51. Introducing draft resolution A/C.2/L.1466 on behalf 
of the sponsors, who had been joined by the delegations of 
Argentina, Cyprus, Grenada, Nigeria, Senegal, Turkey and 
Uganda, he pointed out that the following changes had 
been incorporated in the text: in the eighth preambular 
paragraph, the words "of human survival, development and 
welfare" had been deleted after the words "global prob· 
lems", and in paragraph 3, the word "organizational" had 
been deleted after the word "appropriate". 

52. After summarizing the background of the establish· 
ment of the University, he said that it was imperative that 
the University take due account of the important instru
ments mentioned in tl'l.e second preambular paragraph. 
Lastly, he expressed the hope that the draft resolution 
would be adopted by the Committee. 

53. Mr. CHAVES (Grenada) said that hts delegation would 
submit a memorandum on the United Nations University to 
the Secretary-General for circulation. He praised the 
Secretary-General for his successful efforts thus far to 
obtain support for and promote a greater understanding of 
the University. Although it would take time for a clear 
conception to emerge of what the University was to be, he 
welcomed the fact that the Rector was earnestly endeavour
ing to define that conception. While it was recognized that 
the University was a unique institution, it was imperative 
that its nature be more adequately defined in order to 
ensure that it received full support. 

54. The University must address itself to the needs of the 
international community. A new majority was forming in 
the world, and the United Nations, which was one of the 
only forums in which small and poor nations could make 
themselves heard, was witnessing the development of a 
world conscience. He trusted that the University would 
promote the concept of global interdependence. 

55. The discussion by the Council of the United Nations 
University of administrative matters made it clear that the 
University was very different in scope and purpose from 
UNITAR. 

56. A University publications programme would prove 
most useful, and could be initiated relatively easily at an 
early stage. He also welcomed the convening of the small 
working groups referred to by the Rector. 

57. Mr. YANNOPOULOS (Greece) welcomed the fact that 
the United Nations University centre had commenced full 
operations, that the Rector had assumed his duties and that 
the organization of the University had progressed at a 
satisfactory pace. It was now imperative to specify the 
programme activities within each of the three priority areas 
agreed upon at the fourth session of the Council of the 
University. His delegation hoped that at its sixth session the 
Council would be in a position to articulate those priorities 
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in a concrete research, training and educational strategy, 
since the elaboration of such a strategy would permit the 
speedy establishment of regional research centres, assist in 
the choice of affiliated institutions and establish the type of 
contractual relations which must be organized with institu
tions and individuals throughout the world. 

58. Turning to the programme possibilities suggested 
during the fifth session of the Council, he welcomed the 
emphasis placed on the development of alternative forms of 
energy within the priority area of the use and management 
of natural resources. The issues of development, resource 
use and environment were global problems and should have 
a prominent place in the research activities of the Univer
sity. A similar place should be given to the application of 
science and technology to development, for a new orienta
tion of global research and development efforts was 
required to evolve technologies suited to the developing 
countries. The United Nations University could play a 
catalytic role in promoting research on protein foods for 
young children, production on a smaller scale and simpler 
product design. 

59. In the third priority area, human and social develop
ment, the enforcement and protection of human rights 
should be the subject of University research programmes 
from the outset. In view of the wide availability of 
instruments of oppression, which regrettably had become 
more sophisticated through techniques perfected in na
tional universities, the United Nations University could 
make a valuable contribution to mankind by pressing the 
search for effective methods of collective reinforcement of 
human rights. His delegation hoped that the Rector and the 
Council would collaborate closely with UNESCO, FAO and 
other related bodies of the United Nations system when 
designing the University's research programmes. 

60. With regard to the criteria for determining the research 
centres to be established and the affiliations to be de
veloped, he said that, while minimum requirements as to 
infrastructure facilities had to be determined and sufficient 
flexibility must be permitted, certain basic criteria must be 
rigidly adhered to. First, research activities must be relevant 
to the goals set by the United Nations, namely the 
maintenance of peace and the establishment of a new 
international economic order. A second criterion was 
excellence, which meant that research in the University 
should be pursued by persons with a strong commitment to 
development and a deep devotion to humanitarian activi
ties. Thirdly, the Rector and the Council should endeavour 
to ensure that a climate of complete academic freedom 
always prevailed in the regional centres and affiliated 
institutions. 

61. The University should pursue two objectives through 
the establishment of regional centres: first, it should 
contribute, to the extent which its finances permitted, to 
the establishment of an indigenous scientific and tech
nological capacity in the developing countries. Secondly, it 
should make a modest contribution towards changing 
research priorities in the developed countries, since the 
current dominance of technology appropriate for the rich 
countries was a serious handicap for the developing 
countries. 

62. If the University was to play the important role 
expected of it, its finances must be placed on a firm 
footing. Despite the modest advances made thus far in 
attaining the target for the endowment fund, much 
remained to be done. His Government had decided to 
contribute to the fund and to provide all the support 
required for the establishment in Greece of a research 
centre within the network of research institutions co
ordinated by the University. His Government had also 
proposed to the Council the establishment in Greece of a 
centre for research in oceanography and fisheries. His 
country's long tradition as a seafaring nation and the 
existence in Greece of a number of related research 
institutions would provide the proposed centre with the 
human resources and material infrastructure required for its 
successful operation. 

63. His delegation felt that a biennial system of pro
gramme budgeting might not be suitable for the University, 
particularly during its formative period, and that pro
gramme evaluation was more appropriate. However, a 
medium-term plan eventually would be needed to indicate 
the direction which the University's expansion should take 
and the resources required for that expansion. 

64. In conclusion, he expressed his gratitude to the 
Government and people of Japan for their generous support 
of the activities of the United Nations University. 

65. Mr. TREVINO (Mexico) welcomed the progress which 
the University had made since its Rector had assumed his 
duties and emphasized that it was the responsibility of the 
entire international community to strive to attain the 
objectives of that institution. His delegation had followed 
the establishment of the University attentively and would 
continue to follow its work closely. While he could 
appreciate that quality and competence were prime con
siderations in recruiting the staff of the University, he 
wished to emphasize that equitable geographical distribu
tion was also an important criterion and that highly 
competent individuals could be recruited from the develop
ing world. 

66. He welcomed the fact that the Council of the 
University had stressed the need for a strategy which took 
account of scientific responsibility and, in particular, the 
interests and aspirations of large numbers of people, 
especially in the developing world. Indeed, the need to 
establish a new international order, particularly in the 
economic and social spheres, which took those aspirations 
and interests into account had been acknowledged at the 
third session of UNCT AD, as well as during the preparation 
of the Charter of the University. The resolutions adopted at 
the sixth and seventh special sessions of the General 
Assembly and the Charter of Economic Rights and Duties 
of States provided a clear background against which the 
work of the University should proceed. 

67. The University should devote priority to defining and 
studying specific world problems in relation to the future 
of mankind, giving special attention to subjects not dealt 
with by conventional universities: the study of basic 
methodologies such as multi-disciplinary and inter
disciplinary research; the educational value of selected 
programmes; the need to update programmes and introduce 
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innovations in the preparation of programmes and the 
selection of communication methods. As stated in the 
report of the Council, various organizations of the United 
Nations system must be complementarv and must not 
duplicate each other's work. His delegatton welcomed the 
views expressed on that subject with regard to the 
University, and wished to point out that the United Nations 
system should work on the basis of the instruments to 
which he had already referred. 

68. The Council and the Rector should have sufficient 
free~om to be able to carry out their work as effectively as 
possible, although the ultimate legislative body of the 
University was the General Assembly. In connexion with 
items 8 and 11 on the agenda of the fourth session of the 
Council (see A/10031, part one, chap. II), his delegation 
felt that the spectrum of types of relationship referred to in 
paragraph 24 of the report (A/ 10031) was premature and 
somewhat out of context. The relationship between the 
University and other educational or research institutes 
should depend on the agreements reached in each case. It 
would be extremely helpful to co-ordinate the work of the 
United Nations University with that of the University of 
the Third World which had just been set up at Mexico City. 
Both universities had the same concerns and should 
popularize technologies which could be really useful to the 
most needy countries. The United Nations University must 
also define the reasons for under-development, avoiding the 
preconceived idea espoused in many world centres of 
education that under-development was inevitable-a notion 
which led to the creation of instruments to perpetuate 
under-development. 

69. His delegation felt that draft resolution A/C.2/L.1466 
should refer to items 8 and 11 on the agenda of the fourth 
session of the Council of the University. 

70. Mr. STRASSER (Austria) congratulated the Rector 
the Vice-Rector for Administration and "the Vice-Rector fo; 
Development and Planning on the remarkable progress 
made during the period under review. His Government 
attached great importance to the concept which had led to 
the creation of the United Nations University. Established 
at a time when consciousness of global interdependence and 
reciprocal responsibilities was constantly growing, the 
University should help to find answers to at least some of 
the questions confronting the international community 
which could not be solved by one country alone. His 
delegation noted with satisfaction that the Rector was now 
assuming his post on a full-time basis and organizing 
working groups on the principal priority areas selected by 
the Council. His delegation hoped that at its next session 
the Council would be able to adopt a work programme 
established on the basis of recommendations prepared and 
adopted by the working groups. His Government believed 
that the three priority areas envisaged for the work 
programme-world hunger, human and social development, 
and the management and use of natural resources should be 
the focus of the University's work. 

71. At an appropriate time his Government intended to 
propose the association, with the United Nations Univer
sity, of several Austrian scientific institutes working in the 
three priority areas. The Austrian authorities had recently 
welcomed the Vice-Rector for Development and Planning 

for very useful talks at Vienna. His delegation felt that 
UNIT AR and the University should collaborate in defining 
research programmes, particularly where they were relevant 
to the work of the United Nations. He thanked the 
members of the Council of the University for their efforts 
and expressed his delegation's appreciation to Japan for its 
contribution to the establishment of the University. 

72. Mr. INGV ARSSON (Iceland) said that the Rector's 
report confirmed that the University had made significant 
progress in the current year. His deleg\ltion fully agreed 
with the Council's choice of three priority areas to be 
considered by the University. The subject areas identified 
were of global concern and well suited for study by the 
University or affiliated institutions. The working groups set 
up to study the three priority areas should contribute to 
the drafting of the recommendations on programming to be 
made by the Rector at the sixth session of the Council. His 
delegation was satisfied with the high degree of flexibility 
envisaged for the institutional relationships between the 
University and existing research and educational institu
tions. His Government had supported the establishment of 
the University from the beginning and was therefore very 
glad that it was now functioning. The Government of Japan 
had made a very generous contribution to the University 
without which very little progress would have been ac
complished. 

73. His Government had been considering how it could 
best contribute to the advancement of the objectives of the 
University. The protection of fish stocks and the rational 
utilization of the living resources of the ocean were matters 
of extreme importance in a world with growing population 
problems and r •• alnutrition .• celand was therefore preparing 
a project on co-operation with the University in a field in 
which it had considerable expertise to offer. His country 
also felt it could made a useful contribution in the 
exploration and practical utilization of geothermal energy. 
It had introduced a draft resolution at the fourth session of 
the Committee on Natural Resources3 recommending that 
the Council of the United Nations University should 
consider including in its programme of priorities research in 
geothermal and solar energy and the practical applications 
of those energy sources. The Economic and Social Council 
had adopted that resolution at its fifty-ninth session 
(resolution 1954 D (LIX)). Although much exploration and 
research remained to be done, many areas of the globe had 
latent geothermal potential which could provide relatively 
inexpensive energy. Iceland was conducting intensive re
search, and geothermal energy was widely used in his 
country for hot water, hot-house cultivation and, to a 
certain extent, for generating electricity. The Icelandic 
authorities were preparing proposals for co-operation with 
the United Nations University in establishing a unit in 
Iceland for research and training in the geothermal energy 
field. It was expected that work on those proposals would 
be completed in about a month and he hoped that a 
detailed programme proposal could be submitted to the 
sixth session of the Council. His delegation was a sponsor of 
draft resolution A/C.2/L.1466 and hoped that it would be 
adopted by consensus. 

3 See Official Records of the Economic and Social Council, 
Fifty-ninth Session, Supplement No. 3, chap. I, draft resolution I D. 
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74. Mr. KANAZAWA (Japan) said that his people and 
Government had consistently supported the development 
of the United Nations University and had never wavered in 
its belief that such an institution would be -extremely 
valuable to all Member States. The concept of the Univer
sity added a new dimension to international co-operation 
by bringing together scientists and scholars from all over 
the world to study solutions to the pressing global problems 
of human survival, development and welfare that were the 
concern of the United Nations and its agencies. His 
delegation was therefore very satisfied to see the United 
Nations University embark upon its work and to note the 
three broad areas of priority attention identified at the 
fourth session of the Council of the University. Although 
the University centre had been established at Tokyo, the 
University was an international network of academic and 
scientific institutions. By identifying the priority areas, the 
University had moved towards the goal of world-wide 
co-operation among research institutions and scholars 
which should make it possible to arrange for association on 
a global scale. 

75. The United Nations University should add a much
needed, detached scientific and intellectual dimension to 
the work of the world organization in which Member States 
were preoccupied by more mundane interests. It should 
also help to achieve academic co-operation without the 
hindrance of national, cultural and ideological boundaries. 
The University should play a crucial role in the implementa
tion of General Assembly resolution 3362 (S-VII). Al
though it was an autonomous body enjoying academic 
freedom, it must not become another ivory tower engaged 
in theoretical and monodisciplinary inquiries, but should 
devote its efforts to research into pressing global problems. 

76. He stressed the need for close collaboration between 
the University and universities and other academic and 
research institutes throughout the world. Co-operation 
between the University and the United Nations system, 
particularly the United Nations, UNESCO and UNITAR, 
was also essential. The University would do well to use the 
experience of the United Nations system, including its 
administrative and budgetary procedures and standards. In 
preparing its budgets, it should heed the comments of the 
Advisory Committee on Administrative and Budgetary 
Questions and should receive the necessary intellectual, 
moral and political support of the General Assembly and 
the Economic and Social Council, without any interference 
in the conduct of its internal research functions. 

77. In his delegation's view, the University did not 
duplicate the work of UNIT AR and he was pleased to note 
the assurances given by the Executive Director of UNIT AR 
in annex Ill to the report of the Council (A/10031). Since 
the Executive Director of UNIT AR was an ex officio 
member of the Council of the University, duplication could 
be avoided and close collaboration ensured. The Executive 
Director's suggestion for a review of co-operation between 
the two organizations after three years was very prudent. 

78. He expressed appreciation for the Secretary-General's 
e••orts to arouse interest in the University. It was disap
pointing that no concrete indication had been given 
regarding the results of fund-raising efforts since the 

adoption of General Assembly resolution 3313 (XXIX). His 
delegation was gratified to note that contributions had been 
received from Cyprus, Ghana, Senegal and Sweden and 
pledged by Greece and Venezuela. The amount of contribu
tions received or pledged fell far short of the University's 
requirements and he appealed to other Governments to 
follow the example shown by the countries which had 
contributed. The tremendous potential of the University 
for the world scientific and research community would 
remain unexplored unless Members were willing to give it 
strong financial backing. Of its pledge of the full capital 
cost for the development of the University centre and $100 
million towards its endowment fund, Japan had already 
disbursed $20 million and provided initial furnishings and 
equipment for the University's provisional headquarters. 
The Headquarters Agreement was now being negotiated and 
it was hoped that talks on the matter would soon be 
concluded. He thanked the representatives of Iceland, 
Greece and Austria for their kind remarks about his 
Government. 

79. Miss ELMES (United Kingdom) thanked the Rector 
for his introductory statement and wished him and his staff 
every success. Her delegation welcomed the strong practical 
orientation of the University's activities and the emphasis 
on studies to help the developing countries. It was intended 
that the University should be non-political and objective, 
free to offer unbiased advice and information, and the 
Charter and proposed funding of the University were 
designed to that end. It was to be hoped that those high 
ideals would be maintained. Her Government would keep a 
sympathetic watch on the University's development, but 
she pointed out that all Member States were conscious of 
the need for co-ordination of efforts within the United 
Nations system. She therefore stressed the need for 
co-operation between the University, UNESCO and 
UNITAR to prevent overlapping of their programmes. 

80. Mr. ABDEL MEGUID (Egypt) said that the United 
Nations had made great efforts to achieve the goals of the 
Charter, namely peace based on justice, over the past 30 
years. The international community had understood that if 
the cause of peace was to be served, it was necessary not 
only to avoid war and crises, but also to eliminate their 
economic, social and political causes, taking into account 
the interdependence of nations. Many efforts had been 
made to found peace on mutual respect for human rights 
and fundamental freedoms, on the basis of international 
law and the resolutions of the United Nations. 

81. His delegation welcomed the initiatives to serve the 
interests of peace and humanity through higher education, 
particularly the establishment of the United Nations Uni
versity. The education provided by the University would 
not be an intellectual luxury, but a fundamental education 
based on knowledge and focused on the solution of 
problems facing the international community, in accord
ance with the Charter. He welcomed the fact that the 
Council had defined three broad priority areas for the work 
of the University but wished to warn against too broad a 
programme. He stressed the need for realism and pointed 
out that the effectiveness of the University would depend 
primarily upon its leaders. However, financial inputs were 
also needed. Many countries had contributed and other 
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countries should follow their example. All countries should 
make some contribution to the University, even if it was 
only a token contribution. He paid a tribute to the 
fund-raising efforts of the Secretary-General and the Rector 
described in the report of the Secretary-General (A/10237). 

82. He drew attention to the important contribution 
which could be made by UNESCO and other specialized 
agencies to the University. Egypt was proud to have made a 
modest contribution to the University in the initial stages 
so that it could become a reality. With its civilization, 
scientific centres and its contributions to the United 
Nations, Egypt would make every effort to co-operate with 
the University. His delegation was a sponsor of draft 
resolution A/C.2/L.I466, which reflected its views on the 
University's activities. He expressed his delegation's support 
for the Rector, the Secretary-General and the Council and 
wished them every success in their work. 

83. Mr. KHAN (Pakistan) said that his delegation had 
supported the idea of the University from the beginning, 
because it was convinced that it could play a most effective 
role in all fields, if it directed the main thrust of its policies 
towards the solution of the development problems facing 
the international community. In an interdependent world, 
the pursuit of knowledge could not be an end in itself but, 
especially in a universal institution, must be geared towards 
the solution of the problems of the international com
munity. With the generous assistance of the Japanese 
Government, concrete steps had been taken to establish the 
University. His delegation looked forward to further expan
sion of the University and the establishment of centres in 
other parts of the world, particularly in Pakistan. The 
location of university centres in developing countries would 
be costly, but would be an effective means for promoting 
co-operation among deve;oping countries. Developing coun
tries in a position to do so could be encouraged to 
contribute to the establishment of such centres in other 
developing countries where technical and other institutional 
facilities were available. His delegation would fully support 
all efforts by the Secretary-General, in co-operation with 
the Rector, the Council of the University and the Director
General of UNESCO, to intensify their campaign to raise 
funds from all available sources so as to expand the 
University and establish centres in those developing coun
tries which had expressed an interest in them. Pakistan had 
decided to become a sponsor of draft resolution A/C.2/ 
L.I466 and hoped that it would be adopted by consensus. 

84. Mr. AMNEUS (Sweden) said that his delegation 
welcomed the fact that the United Nations University had 
been constituted and was now embarking on its activities. 
Sweden had contributed I million kronor to the University 
endowment fund as a token of its support for the idea of a 
United Nations University which functioned in accordance 
with the principles of the Charter. His delegation felt that 
the three priority fields established by the Council had been 
wisely chosen. A practical work programme should be 
adopted by the University as soon as possible and should 
contain research projects of a problem-oriented and inter
disciplinary nature. The University itself, the United Na
tions family and Governments of Member States should 
define the future place and role of the University in the 
context of a modified institutional structure. The forth
coming United Nations Conference on Science and Tech
nology for Development was likely to affeet the distribu
tion of responsibilities within the United Nations system in 
the fields of science and technology. That and other related 
matters might receive attention in 1976 in connexion with 
the deliberations of the- Ad Hoc Committee on the 
Restructuring of the Economic and Social Sectors of the 
United Nations System, established under General 
Assembly resolution 3362 (S-VII). 

85. Mr. FRASER (United States of America) expressed his 
delegation's appreciation for the Rector's introductory 
statement and agreed that the concept of a United Nations 
University needed clarification. Undoubtedly added sup
port would be forthcoming when that concept was better 
understood and the University began to produce results. He 
was glad to note that the Council had selected priority areas 
for the attention of the University that were of concern to 
all States. His delegation was particularly interested in the 
subject of food storage and conservation. The United States 
Congress would shortly be considering a proposal for a 
donation of $10 million to the endowment fund for 1976. 
If the target of $500 million was to be met, all States must 
contribute to the new venture. 

86. His delegation supported draft resolution A/C.2/ 
L.I466. Under its Rector and Council, the University had 
adhered to its Charter and the resolutions of the General 
Assembly and the Economic and Social Council and should 
continue to do so. It was essential that unfettered academic 
freedom be assured by the University if it was to de~elop 
and maintain the support of the international community. 

The meering rose at 6 p.m. 




