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I. INTRODUCTION

Since issuing document E/bN.E/lEl, same additional information has been
received concerning regional activities in the field of inland transport.

A summary of these developments is sst out below.

IT. ASTA AND THE FAR EAST

It was mentioned in document E/CN.2/121 that the second session of the
Inland Transport Committee of the Iconomic Commission for Asia and the Far
East was scheduled to meet from 19 to 23 January 1053. The Committee during
this session}/ reviewed the activities of the Highway, Rallway, and Inland
Waterway Sub-Committees and approved the reporite of these bodies. The Inland
Transport Coumittee also considered the problem of the co-ordimation of transport
(for the latter see document E/CN.2/122/Add.1).

Inland Weterways. :
The Inland Waterway Sub-Cormittee, meeting from 1 to 17 January 1953 at
Bandung, Indonesia,g noted that the preneratory work for demonstration projects

for modern inland waterway craft and their operation, which had been previously
recommended, was progreséing in India and Pakistan, vending further action

by the United Nations Technical Assistance Administration on these projects.
It was agreed to have the Secretariat study the possibility of establishing a
centre for the sdvanced tralning of diesel machine mechanics and to seek the
co-operation of the Technical Assistance Administration for this purpose. The
use, for purpcses of census and registration, of a uniform schedule for
assessment of craft capacity was recommended and it was agreed to study this
matter further on the basis of the eschedule, proposed previously by the Ad Hoc
Committee on Inland Transport Experts. The Executive Secretary was requested
to prepare, if necessary with the aid of a working rarty, a draft convention

on this subject for consideration by the Sub-Commitiee at its next session.

1/ E/cw.11/350.
2/ EBfcw.11/TRANS/87.
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It was also recommended that the terms of reference of the Inland Transport
Committee be amended to include consideration of matters relating to coastal
shipping from one port to another of the same country, in conjunction with inland
transport problems. The latter proposal, having been endorsed by the Inland
Transport Commities, has been submitted for final action to the ninth session
of the Economic Commission for Asia and the Far E 8t, convened on 6 February 1953

at Bandung, Indonesia.

Railway Transyort

The world-wide study tour of sixteen railway 8lgnalling and operating
experts, recommended by the Inland Transport Committee at its first session in
order to observe and report on modern systems of railwey 8ignalling and operation,
was completed in January 1953. The group will make suggestions for improving
the efficlency of railways in the region and makes recommendstions with regard
to the regional training centre for railway operating and signalling officials
which will be established in co-operation with the United Nations Technical
Assistance Administration. The Railway Sub-Committee, meeting for its second
gession from 14 to 27 Janwary 1953, at Bandung, Indonesia,}-/ commented on these
developments and reviewed technical studies in the railway field prevared by
the Secretariat. It was recommended that the Executive Secretary seek the
co-operation of the Technical Assistance Administration in arranging a study
tour in countries outaide the region for senior railway officials in the field
of track mmintenance and repair.

Highwey Transport

The Highvey Sub-Committes, meeting in Bangkok from 18 to 22 August 1952,
approved a standard highway register form and noted the progress made on
Preparation of standard forms for recording data on road pavements and for a
highway bridge register. It noted that in responce to a resolution of the
Highway Sub-Committee the ILO agreed to prepare a standard instruction menual
on maintenance and repair of motor vehiclies for distribution to governments in

the course of the year.
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ITI. EUROFE

Revision of the Berne Conventions Concerning the Transport of Passengers
(C.I. V.) and Goods (C.I.M.) by Rail

The Conference for the revision of the International ﬂonvéhtions Concerning
the Transport of Passergers (C.I.V.) and Goods (C.I.M.) by Fail, maetlng in
Berne, Switzerland, from 15 to 25 October 105?, adopved the revzoea tekt of |
these conventions. Ih view of the desirability of ex tendlng qhe _Scope of the
conventions to traffic between Great Britain and the contlnent, the new texts,
which will replace the present conventions adopted at Rome in 1933, contaln new .
provisions relating to combined rall-sea traffic. As a rﬂsult of thls development
Great Britain has signed the conventions. ’ ‘

The situation w1th rerard to the revision of Annexee to the Convention
Concerning the TTansport of Goods By Rail (C.I M.) is as Follows:

’ Annﬂ; ViI, coﬁtaining the rules governing the use of privately-owned

cars, and Annex IX, containing the regulations for container traffic, came into
force on 1 January 1953. Annex I, dealing with dangerous Substances, did not
come into force on 1 January 1953, ae indicated in document E/CN.2/121, as
certaig aspects of it still have to be -considered at a meeting convened in

February 1953.





