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Report of the Secretary-Genera.l

the of

1. The General Assenbi.y, in paragraph 9 of its resolution 3\/f5\. requ.sted the
secrcta.ry-Generaf to otplore the pcssibiliti"s of continuing the activilies ofthe rnternational rnsi.itute for Rehabilitation of Disabled ier"on, in Deveronina
Countries ard to suboi.t a reFort in that respect to the Asserobly at itsthirty-fifth ses s ion.

2. Thc Intern:-tiona-L Jnsti Lute for Fehabiritar-Lon of Disablpd persons in
Developing Countri.s \{as begun as a project docun€nt signed in September 19T6
betr,reen the Govern.q{int of Tran and the United l;jations leyelopnent pro,3ranrle
(UNIP) and rras ,.-nvisioned as an autonomous body Jointly suppcrted ly ine
Governrnent of fran, oth.,r Governmpnts, tb. United l,lations, UNDP, tbe sp,tcia_lized
a6encies conccrned (fntornational Labour nrganisalion, Ilorlrl .earth or5ani,,ation,
and United Iatjons Dducationa.l, Scientj.fic and Cultural Orelanization ) anci a
non-gover"nmenta"l crganization (Rehrbilitatinl ln16"1nati onal ) . The project .r.ras

ended in April 1979.

3" The long-tefr, objrctive of the rnstitutf r.ras to provide assistance to
devcloping co-untries ir th. establishrnent of services fo:. clisability preventi.on
and rehabilitation ainod at covering the naximum number of disabled p-rsons atthe lorest possible cost. The Tnstitute had the follor"rinq fu.nctions:

. !"1 To dcvelop an infornation syste.4 ca ibre of providing infornation aboutdisability prevent:lon ancl- social integra.tion and rehabilitation of disablr.d per"sonsl

1/ For sects. T (Introduction) an< II (Vork ot. the AdvisorvInternational Year cf Disabled persons) and the annex (report of
Conroittee), see A/35/\\[. For sect. IV ( Implernentation of other
General Assenbly resolution 3Lt/f:-\) " see A/3j/\)+)+/Add.2.
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(b) To develop thc capacity for research and
their prevention and solution;

qlr).liFc iFl^,lic2}-jl iF1. .r^h1^ncJ P- u \_ !..rp,

(") To develop ancl pr:omote alternative modelsi

(,1) To provide advisory services in order to promote and support national
rehabilitation programes i

(") Io provi.do pprsonnel training courses:

(f) To pronote co-operation between countries and th. exchange of national
experience;

(C) To develop mechanisns for close co-oper.ation and co-ordina.tion withpxis'.ir- or nlannr.d .rn+ivibies of the United Ilatir-rs arrt thn snenietize4Jr r+*.Lr-\ r,ir.L-..._ ,,.. ,., agencles
concerned and vith oth.r organizatlons in order to avoid duplication and ful1y
utilize available resources and expertise;

(h) To seek and re.ei..,e funds.

l+. Pursuant to General Assenbly resolution 3\/fJL,, possibilities have been
explored of vays to continue the activities of the Tnstitute. Other approaches
for meeting the needs of developing countries for the kind of serwices envisaeed
for the forroer Institute have also been considered.

5- At the interagency meetlng on preparations for the fntet-national year or
Disabled Persons, held at Geneva from 9 to 11 June 1980, thr a.gencies involved
in the esta.bfislurent of the fnternational Institute for Rehabilitation of Disabled
Pcrsons in Developin-; cor,ntries r{ere reFresantpd., vith a viev to naking corncnts
and suggestions concet'ning the future activities of such an institute. The
intera5cnqy group thoughb that the revival or launching of a new internaLional
institute should be an inte5ral part of the plan of Action for the rnternational
Iear of Disabled Persons and that, in addition to the agencies' opinion, both
the Advisoly comrnittee on the Yeer and the international, syrnpo sium on co-operation
anonf deveLoping countries shouJrl give Leir Lhoughts on th. natur"e of thF
activiti's to b. undcrta-ren by such an instit-rbe, takine into account t.he priorities
and mast urgent fields of activities identified by the developing countrics.

6' Certain partieipants felt that such an institute shoul-d not tJe re-established
in vierr of the many difficulties arising fro1r1 r-hc diversity of situations anc,:i
also the d.ifficulties of running an international institute in several working
languages. rnstead, funds should be arlocated to al-rcady existing institutions
aL the lcvcl oT the rr6ional cornmissions to rcinforce their progranures of disabi-Lity
prevention and treatment. sone participants su€lges+.ed that a subregionar approach
to estabfishing new institutes ought to be e-xanined and that the possibilitics of
fir.ncin. c-r.h incl-i' ,l-a< hrr i'+^?ac+6,] c^1r-,hH^.-..--_,nLs, UniLed \ations organizaL-Lons
and other financing bodies should be explored.

7. Other participants in the group thought that there need not necessarily be a
contradiction between the existence of regional institutes and that of an
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international institute. The International Year of Disabled Persons coufd be a
.rnique opportunity Lo create a focal point at the iorernrtional levet in order
to lvoid clupfication and provide a centre for the co-ordination of research
activities, st.udiFs, trainin5 and technical assistance services in rhc fields of
disability prevention and rehabilitation.

B. The Advisory Comnittee for the International Year of Disabled Persons" al
its second session, helcl at Vienna fron 20 to 29 August 1980, discussed the
problems concerning the International Institute for Fehabilitation of Disabled
Persons in D.vFlopinA Countries. Diverso opinions !/ere expressFd on the
advisability of having onc internaLional institute or l-egionaL instirutns attachcd
t- the rt:cionpl commissi^nc 'lh^ r^c.ihi'lilv ^t. r'l lncet ino 1-hF f rn.le ia nvjcr-ino
bodies lras a.lso discusscd.

9. 'lhc Ccmnittee recommended that th(' Secretary-O cneral should consider tha
possibility of launching an InternationaJ- Institute for the Fehabilitation of
Disabled Pcrsons in Deve-Lopinf Co"rnLries r^rith a vie!r to assisting GcvernmenLs in
developing countries to integrate rlisabled persons into the over-a1l social-
development processl this institute should becom" the nucleus of similar institutes
estabfished on a regional basis to roeet special indigenous and 1oca1 needs, and
eventually to promote a netr,rork of sel-f-hefp agencies around the world.

10. The Conmittee further recon[aended to the General Assemblv:

(a) -o invit.e ULDP and otht-r funoing organizaLions to consider favourably
any rco_u.s: which roay be addressed Lo Lhem by Covernn-enLs for the fundinq of
this institute or institutes and a-Iso to encourage fundinl by special voluntafy
contributions;

(b) lo invitc llenbcr ttates to encourace -the c-Loso co-operarion vith the
specializecl agencies of the Uniteal Nations concerned vith human welfare and
4prrFl^"FAni i- eptf in,. .r. f l^a ir-.ii r+e< an.l el qr t-o encn,rraor. Lhc rist- of the
resources of the relevant non-governmentaf and int ergovernmental orga:rizations.

11. As the reconrnendations of the Advisory Conrmittee will be considered by the
General Assenbly at its current session, the Secretary-General will await the
guidance of Lhe AssenbJy on further sleps char right be t alten concerning an
internationa] institute for the rehabi-Litalion oll disabled pcrsons in developin;
countTies,




