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Report of the Chairman of the Third Committee

[Original: English]
[25 August 1980]

1. I have the honour to inform the Conference of the devel- resumed session to complete negotiations on the outstanding is-
opments that have taken place in the Third Committee. You may sues. This particular procedure did not apply to the Third Corn-
recall that the programme of work adopted by the Conference at mittee since, as had been pointed out in my last two reports to
the 130th plenary meeting on the recommendation of the General the Conference contained in documents A/CONF.62/L.34," and
Committee set aside the initial weeks of this resumed session to
enable different constituent bodies of the Conference at this ninth " Ibid., vol. IX.



134 Resumed Ninth Session—Documents

A/CONF.62/L.50,'6 the substantive negotiations on Part XII
(Protection and Preservation of the Marine Environment). Part
XIII (Marine Scientific Research) and Part XIV (Development
and Transfer of Marine Technology) have been completed. The
result of these negotiations are reflected in the first and second
revisions of the informal composite negotiating text and. in my
opinion, have enabled the Third Committee to attain a level of
agreement which can be considered to offer a substantially im-
proved prospect for consensus. This assessment has emerged in
the Committee itself and consequently has been brought to the
notice of the Conference and it is my considered view that the
Conference has subsequently confirmed it.

2. Since the substantive negotiations in the Committee have
been completed, I considered that it was appropriate that we
should concentrate cii an examination of the drafting suggestions
contained in reports of the Drafting Committee and particularly
document A/CONF.62/L.57/Rev. 1 as well as a few drafting sug-
gestions from individual delegations. To this end, I addressed a
letter to the Chairman of the Drafting Committee in which 1
expressed my desire to maintain close co-ordination and
co-operation on drafting matters between our two committees. 1
pointed out that in scrutinizing different suggestions. 1 might es-
tablish that some of them were of a prima facie editorial nature
while others might have a bearing on the substance of some pro-
visions.

3. The letter to the Chairman of the Drafting Committee and
the statement I was requested to make at the meeting of the
Drafting Committee was motivated by my earnest desire to en-
hance further the co-operation between the Committee and the
Drafting Committee, whose work I have always highly appreci-
ated. I have also had in mind the provisions of Rule 53 of the
rules of procedure of the Conference with regard to the terms of
reference of the Drafting Committee which states that the Draft-
ing Committee "without reopening substantive discussion on any
matter, formulate drafts and give advice on drafting as requested
by the Conference or by a Main Committee, co-ordinate and re-
fine the drafting of all texts referred to it. without altering their
substance, and report to the Conference or to the Main Commit-
tee as appropriate. It shall have no power of or responsibility for
initiating texts".

4. In accordance wi th the procedure agreed upon by the
Committee I envisaged ihe possibility of consultations with the
President of the Conference on provisions related to the settle-
ment of disputes and final clauses, as well as the Chairmen of the
First and Second Committees on matters of mutual concern. I as-
sumed that issues related to more than one committee which
could not be solved through consultations with the President or
the Chairmen of the respective committees could be brought to
the attention of the Collegium in an attempt to f ind a balanced
and acceptable solution.

5. It was my intention that in carrying out this exercise the
changes that I would suggest would offer an improvement in the
clarity of the text and would make more coherent the provisions
of the negotiating text wi th in the terms of reference of the Third
Committee in relation to the rest of (he articles of the draft con-
vention. At the same time. I was determined not to upset the del-
icate balance that had been achieved over these past years of
lengthy negotiations.

6. Following my examination of the text of Parts X I I . X I I I
and XIV. and all of the suggestions contained in the reports of
the Drafting Committee as well as the suggestions made by indi-
vidual delegations. I was able to prepare a l is t of suggested
changes contained in document A/CONF.62/C.3/L.34/Add. I and
2. These suggested changes were considered by the Third Com-
mittee during the course of two formal and four informal meet-

ings. A large number of the changes were accepted, some as
originally suggested and others after being amended during the
discussion. The accepted changes are both of a drafting nature as
well as having bearing on the substance of certain provisions. I
intend to reflect these changes in the text, by proposing to the
Collegium that they be incorporated in the next revision. 1 would
also inform accordingly the Chairman of the Drafting Committee
on the changes agreed upon by the Third Committee. At the
same time. I expect that the Drafting Committee, in accordance
with Rule 53 of the rules of procedure 1 have already mentioned,
would be also kind enough to inform the Third Committee on
any advice or recommendation it would deem necessary to make
on matters within the terms of reference of the Third Committee.

7. In the deliberations which have taken place in the Com-
mittee some delegations expressed the view that further drafting
improvements should be made on a few draft articles, particu-
larly on article 263 of the second revision of the negotiating text.
It was also pointed out that any drafting changes within the terms
of reference of the Committee which may alter the substance of
any provision should be considered and agreed by the Committee
itself.

8. At the end of the 46th meeting of the Committee on 20
August. I referred to a letter addressed to me by the Secretary-
General of the World Meteorological Organization IA/CONF.62/
80)r in which was expressed the concern that some provisions on
marine scientific research might have direct consequences on op-
erational and research activities of the World Meteorological Or-
ganization over the oceans, particularly in areas off the coast of
the coastal States, including the exclusive economic zone. The
World Meteorological Organization had specifically in mind ac-
tivities carried out under its Voluntary Observing Ships' Scheme
which is an important clement of the World Weather Watch and
activities carried out under the projects and programmes of or-
ganizations such as the Marine Meteorological Services, the Trop-
ical Cyclone Project and the Integrated Global Ocean Sta-
tion System. The letter expressed concern that some provisions
on marine scientific research might have a restricting effect on
those activities of the World Meteorological Organization. I in-
formed the Committee that in my reply to the Secretary-General
of the World Meteorological Organization 1 will state that in my
view the pertinent provisions of the second revision of the text on
marine scientific research would not create any difficulties or ob-
stacles h inder ing adequate meteorological coverage from the
ocean areas, including areas within the exclusive economic zone
since such operational and research activities have already been
recognized as routine activities within the terms of reference of
the World Meteorological Organization and are of common inter-
est to all countries with an undoubted universal significance.

9. All the improvements in the text agreed to by the Third
Committee would not have been possible without the active par-
ticipation of delegations in the work of the Committee itself and
the contribution of several delegations in the language groups of
the Drafting Committee and in the Drafting Committee for their
tireless efforts to bring about greater precision and clarity of the
text. 1 would l ike to express my sincere gratitude to all the mem-
bers of the Committee, especially those who have approached me
and offered advice and suggestions. I hope that this spirit of un-
derstanding and co-operation that has existed between us during
these past sessions of the Conference wi l l continue unt i l the suc-
cessful conclusion of our work.

10. Finally. I wish to pay special tribute to the secretariat for
their exemplary diligence, dedication and most valuable service
rendered to the Committee and to me personally since the incep-
tion of this Conference.

•//>/</.. vol. XIII. ' Ibid., vol. X I I I .
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