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The meeting was called to order at 3.20 p.m. 

ORGANIZATION OF WORK (A/C.4/35/l; A/C.4/35/L.l) 

1. The CHAIRMAN drew the Committee's attention to the note contained in 
document A/C.4/35/L.l, setting out the decisions of the Assembly relating to the 
organization of work and a suggested time-table for consideration of the items 
allocated to the Committee. If he heard no objection he would take it that the 
Committee wished to approve the suggestions contained in that note. 

2. It was so decided. 

AGENDA ITEM 86: ACTIVITIES OF FOREIGN ECONOMIC AND OTHER INTERESTS WHICH ARE 
IMPEDING THE IMPLEMENTATION OF THE DECLARATION ON THE GRANTING OF INDEPENDENCE TO 
COLONIAL COUNTRIES AND PEOPLES IN NAMIBIA AND IN ALL OTHER TERRITORIES UNDER 
COLONIAL DOMINATION AND EFFORTS TO ELIMINATE COLONIALISM, APARTHEID AND RACIAL 
DISCRIMINATION IN SOUTHERN AFRICA: REPORT OF THE SPECIAL COMMITTEE ON THE 
SITUATION WITH REGARD TO THE IMPLEMENTATION OF THE DECLARATION ON THE GRANTING OF 
INDEPENDENCE TO COLONIAL COUNTRIES AND PEOPLES (A/35/23 (Part III); A/AC.l09/599 
to 601 and 6n) 

3. Mr. ABDULAH (Chairman of the Special Committee on the Situation with regard 
to the Implementation of the Declaration on the Granting of Independence to 
Colonial Countries and Peoples) said that the activities of the Special Committee 
were reflected in the relevant chapters of the report before the Fourth Committee. 
Over the past year the Special Committee had given consideration to the activities 
of foreign economic and other interests in colonial Territories and had submitted 
for consideration a series of conclusions and recommendations which were set out 
in chapter V, paragraph 9, of its report. 

4. The members of the Special Committee had reaffirmed the inalienable right of 
peoples to enjoy and dispose of their natural resources, and had unanimously 
condemned the activities of those foreign interests that were continuing to exploit 
the resources of colonial Territories, particularly Namibia. Such illicit 
activities, including the exploitation of Namibia's uranium and other resources, 
constituted an obstacle to political independence and racial equality and violated 
the permanent sovereignty of the Territory. 

5. In an effort to assist in the rationalization of the work of the United 
Nations, the Special Committee had decided to alter the format of its report, 
beginning in the current year, and not include working papers as annexes. They 
would continue to be made available as original Special Committee documents, in 
the A/ AC .109 series. 

6. In conclusion, he expressed his confidence that members would give serious 
attention and their full endorsement to the Special Committee's recommendations on 
both item 86 and other items allocated to the Fourth Committee. 
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7. Mr. ECHAKARA (Kenya) expressed his satisfaction at the independence of 
Zimbabwe~ and his hope that Namibia would be the next country to advance to that 

·state. He trusted that the few remaining colonies would move on to freedom 
shortly and without complications. 

8. The independence of Zimbabwe had raised hopes that South Africa would adopt 
a more reasonable approach, but there was no evidence to show that that was indeed 
the case and the negotiations called for in General Assembly resolutions 1514 (XV) 
and 2621 (XXV) had still not taken place. It must be remembered that, under the 
Charter, the Administering Authorities were obliged to promote the political, 
economic, social and educational advancement of the inhabitants of the Trust 
Territories, and to protect the human and natural resources of those Territories 
against abuse. Kenya strongly reaffirmed the sovereignty of those Territories, 
Namibia in particular, over their natural resources and viewed their exploitation 
by foreign economic interests as a violation of the rights of their inhabitants. 

9. His delegation fully supported the decisions adopted by the Assembly of Heads 
of State and Government of the Organization of African Unity (OAU) at its recent 
seventeenth session, particularly the Declaration on Foreign Investment in South 
Africa. At the same time it regretted the fact that the colonial Powers and 
certain other States continued to disregard United Nations resolutions on the 
matter, notably General Assembly resolutions 2621 (XXV) and 34/41, of 
12 October 1970 and 21 November 1979 respectively. 

10. His delegation condemned the activities of the economic interests that 
continued to exploit the natural resources of colonial Territories and derive 
profit from them to the detriment of the inhabitants of those Territories. It also 
strongly condemned the support which those interests continued to give to the 
racist minority regime of South Africa to help it to exploit the resources and 
consolidate its illegal domination of Namibia and to strengthen apartheid. 

11. Kenya was deeply concerned at the growing investment of capital in South 
Africa for the production of nuclear materials and the collaboration afforded by 
certain Western countries and other States in the nuclear field, which enabled the 
illegal regime to develop its nuclear capacity and maintain its illicit occupation 
of Namibia. 

12. Although the situation in southern Africa was still not encouraging, Kenya 
remained devoted to the cardinal principles of non-interference in the internal 
affairs of other States and strict respect for the sovereignty, territorial 
integrity and political independence of all States, holding that the peoples of 
Namibia and other Territories m1der colonial domination must be free to decide on 
their own future political and economic status; it condemned the use of armed 
forces and economic and financial manipulation to influence events in any 
Territory seeking self-determination and economic independence for its people. It 
rejected the annexation of colonial Territories in pursuance of economic interests, 
with complete disregard for human suffering. 

13. Mrs. JOKA-BANGURA (Sierra Leone) noted that the question before the Committee 
had been discussed in the United Nations for nearly 20 years and had been a 
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separate item on the Committee's agenda since 1973. The item had had varying 
fortunes over the past seven years, as abstentions during the voting had increased 
to 34 after falling as low as 10, while votes against had risen from none to 15. 
The Committee should arrest the disheartening trend and find a solution acceptable 
to the majority. 

14. Against the background of the eleventh special session of the General Assembly, 
the importance of interdependence among nations had been repeatedly stressed. But 
interdependence also meant co-operation, which must be based on give and take. 
Sierra Leone had voted in favour of the resolution on item 86 for the past two 
years because of their positive elements and basic truths, but had chosen not to 
co-sponsor them as a protest against certain portions of them which, it felt, had 
detracted from their main purpose. 

15. All too frequently, various regional organizations and groups had submitted 
resolutions that they had already adopted unanimously to the United Nations in 
order to secure the endorsement of the international community. But peoples and 
Governments felt committed only to resolutions they supported, and would not feel 
compelled to carry out provisions which they had openly rejected. The Committee's 
experience showed that confrontation led nowhere, and that only co-operation and 
concessions from all concerned would bear fruit. One instance was what had taken 
place between 1974 and the present. Over that period many Territories had gained 
their independence, and the work of the Committee, the activities of liberation 
movements, visiting missions and the administering Powers themselves had all been 
affected as a result. The number of resolutions unanimously adopted in the 
Committee had also increased, and it would be a matter of great satisfaction and a 
sign of co-operation and political will if all the resolutions of the Committee 
were to be adopted unanimously. 

16. In a year when the twentieth anniversary of the adoption of resolution 
1514 (XV) was being celebrated, it had to be said that much had been achieved in 
the sphere of decolonization over the intervening period. All that was necessary 
now was to hasten the end of colonialism; the activities of foreign economic 
interests were at the root of colonialism and were an impediment to the 
implementation of the Declaration on the Granting of Independence to Colonial 
Countries and Peoples and to the eradication of racism,and racial discrimination. 
They had deprived colonial Territories of their natural resources and forced the 
indigenous population to give up their land to foreign buyers. Most of the profits 
had been sent back to the investing countries, and the remainder had stayed in the 
hands of a small minority, affording no benefit to the people of the Territories. 
All were agreed that the situation must be brought to an end, and the countries 
whose companies operated in colonial Territories should therefore help the 
Committee to find the right cure. 

17. If the political will existed among its members, her delegation believed, the 
Committee could produce a resolution on the item that would be the result of a 
true concerted effort and would be acceptable to all. All the speakers in the 
general debate had denounced racial discrimination and apartheid and expressed a 
desire to see the last vestiges of colonialism eradicated. Those words should now 
be matched by deeds. The Committee should adopt a resolution which all its members 
would endeavour to implement because they believed in it. Her delegation would be 
ready to work in that spirit. 
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18. Mr. RASON (Madagascar) said that the economic aspect of the right of peoples 
to self-determination was linked especially with their right to permanent 
sovereignty over their natural resources. Article 16, paragraph 2, of the Charter 
of Economic Rights and Duties of States clearly stated that 11No State has the 
right to promote or encourage investments that may constitute an obstacle to the 
liberation of a territory occupied by force". Nevertheless, certain States which 
were allied with the Goverrnnent of South Africa ignored that provision and thus 
helped to create a major obstacle to the implementation of the Declaration on the 
Granting of Independence to Colonial Countries and Peoples. The right to self
determination was not only a political, but also an economic, right, and the fact 
that the Declaration was not being fully implemented and that there were still 
Non-Self-Governing Territories under colonial or foreign domination was due to the 
refusal of the colonial and administering Powers to recognize that economic right 
and carry out the obligations laid down in the Charter, thus encouraging the 
activities of foreign economic interests intent on plundering the natural resources 
of those Territories. 

a 

19. The most obvious example of the exploitation of a dependent Territory by a 
colonial Power with total disregard for the welfare of its inhabitants was currently 
the case of Namibia, where the illegal racist regime of South Africa was 
systematically plundering all the natural resources of the Territory with the 
collaboration of the transnational corporations. Document A/AC.l09/611 of the 
Special Committee of 24 clearly demonstrated the effect of foreign economic 
interests on the economic structure of Namibia and showed that the policy of 
apartheid practised by South Africa in that Territory had prevented the Africans 
from gaining a larger share of the wealth produced. In the past the foreign 
interests generally looked upon Namibia as a mineral and diamond mine with 
relatively low production costs, but numerous observations indicated that the 
growing need for uranium was inducing those interests to try to influence the 
Territory's political future for their own profit. The recent statements made in 
the Council for Namibia on the question of uranium had convinced all present that 
South Africa intended to develop its military nuclear capacity in Namibia and that 
the Government of South Africa was planning to use its control over the uranium 
reserves in Namibia to obtain the political support of the Western countries in 
order to maintain the current situation in southern Africa. 

20. There was no doubt that the foreign corporations operating in southern Africa 
were earning enormous profits and that all the States exploiting the Namibian 
people and preventing them from exercising their legitimate rights over their 
natural resources were thus violating the obligations imposed on them by the 
Chart er. Nevertheless, certain delegations, especially those which maintained 
relations with South Africa, rejected the idea that foreign activities of an 
economic or other nature were always harmful to colonial or Trust Territories, 
forgetting that the main objective of colonialism was to acquire foreign wealth and 
to exploit for one's own profit the inhabitants of the Territory where that wealth 
was located. The administering Powers had always obtained the greatest possible 
profit from their colonial Territories and had used all means to maintain their 
domination. 

21. His country stressed again that all foreign activities of an economic or 
other nature which impeded the implementation of General Assembly resolution 
1514 (XV) and hindered efforts to put an end to colonialism, apartheid and racial 
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discrimination in southern Africa and in Territories elsewhere directly violated 
the rights of the inhabitants of those Territories and the principles of the Charter. 
The natural resources of all colonial or Trust Territories were the heritage of the 
peoples who inhabited them, and his delegation condemned all States collaborating 
with the foreign interests which illegally exploited the natural and human resources 
of those Territories, violating the political, economic and social rights and 
interests of the inhabitants and impeding the full and speedy implementation of the 
Declaration with respect to those Territories. 

22. His country strongly condemned South Africa, which ignored the legitimate 
interests of the Namibian people and continued to exploit and plunder the natural 
resources of Namibia. It also condemned all States which collaborated with the 
Government of South Africa and demanded that those countries should immediately 
cease supplying the South African racist regime with petroleum and petroleum 
products. The United Nations should take the necessary measures against petroleum 
corporations and other corporations which violated its resolutions and continued 
to supply petroleum to that regime, and should adopt sanctions against South Africa 
in accordance with Chapter VII of the Charter. 

23. Mr. ARNOUSS (Syrian Arab Republic) said that his country had always supported 
the peoples' struggle for the elimination of all forms of foreign and colonial 
domination and fully supported General Assembly resolution 1514 (XV). Although the 
international community was endeavouring to liberate all peoples from the scourge 
of imperialism in all its forms, in many parts of the world there were still 
countries which had not gained independence and in which foreign economic activities 
were designed to exhaust local economic resources in violation of all the relevant 
General Assembly resolutions. 

24. In southern Africa, the South African racist regime continued to collaborate 
with all foreign interests in order to plunder the resources of Namibia in violation 
of the rights of the indigenous inhabitants and in contravention of the principles 
of the United Nations Charter. The resolutions adopted by the Assembly of Heads of 
State and Government of OAU at its session held in July 1980 in Freetown and those 
adopted by the Sixth Conference of Heads of State or Government of Non-Aligned 
Countries, held in Havana, clearly indicated what was occurring in those areas and 
urged the international community to adopt a firm and unanimous position with 
regard to the persistent violation of the rights of the Namibian people. It was 
particularly regrettable that several countries were ignoring General Assembly 
resolutions 2703 (XXV) and 34/41 and were continuing to conduct economic activities 
designed to exhaust the resources of Territories whose peoples had still not gained 
independence. The foreign economic interests which collaborated with the South 
African racist regime in exploiting the natural resources of southern Africa were 
thus helping to perpetuate South African domination in the region, were supporting 
the apartheid system and were practising a policy of discrimination between whites 
and blacks with regard to pay. The situation was becoming even more dangerous 
because foreign investments were still being used to manufacture nuclear weapons, 
thus permitting the South African regime to continue its illegal occupation of 
Namibia. 
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25. His delegation again emphasized that the South African regime was colonialist 
and maintained close relations with the racist and neo-colonialist regimes of 
Africa and Palestine. Syria supported the Namibian liberation movement, which was 
the only legitimate representative of the people of the Territory, and strongly 
condemned all forms of support for the South African racist regime and that which 
occupied Palestine. His country also condemned all collaboration between the 
Israeli racist Zionist regime and the South African regime, especially in the 
nuclear field. 

26. Although United Nations decisions and resolutions had clearly reaffirmed the 
right of colonial peoples to self-determination and had supported their struggle for 
independence and against racism, apartheid and the exploitation of their natural 
resources, there were still Governments which ignored those resolutions and helped 
plunder the human and natural resources of the colonial Territories. His 
delegation therefore felt that a resolution that was stronger than the corresponding 
resolution of the preceding year and firmly condemned those practices should be 
adopted. 

The meeting rose at 4.05 p.m. 




