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Th~; meetj nr: was called to order at 10.5 5 a.m. 

AGENDA ITEM 67: IMPLEMEFfTJ,TION OF TIIE p:qoGRAIME FOR THE DECADE FOR ACTION TO COMBAT 
RACISM AND RACIAL DI~3CRIMHiATIOl\T (continued) (A/35/371, A/C.3/35/L.3) 

AGENDA ITEM 74: ELIMINATION OF ALL FORMS OF RACIAL DISCRIMINATION (con~inued) 
(A/35/419, A/35/462) 

(a) I·\EPORT OF THE C()r1MITTI~I!: ON THT: ELIMINATION OF RACIAL DISCRIMINATION (A/35 /18) 

(b) FUTURE MEETINGS OF TH~~ COJ'1HI'ITEE ON THE ELIMI:NATION OF RACIAL DISCRIMINATION 
(A/35/414) 

(c) STATUS OF THE PJTERNA':'IONAL CONVENTIOJIT ON THE ELH1INATION OF ALL FORMS OF 
RACIAL DISCRIMINATION (A/35/196~ CERD/C/69) 

(d) STATUS OF THE INTERNA'riONAL CONVENTION ON THE SUPPRESSION AND PUNISHMENT OF 
THE CRIME OF APAR~IJEI2_ (A/35 /197) 

AGENDA ITEM 66: ADVERSE O)NSEQUENCES FOR THE ENJOYMENT OF HUMAN RIGHTS OF 
POLITICAL, MILITARY, ECONO:viiC AND OTHER FORtiS OF ASSISTANCE GIVEN TO COLONIAL 
AND RACIST REGIMES IN SOUTiERN AFRICA (continued) (E/CN.4/Sub.2/425 and Corr.l-3 
and Add .1-7, A/35 /419) 

AGENDA ITEM 75: IMFORTANC~ OF THE UNIVERSAL REALIZATION OF THE RIGHTS OF PEOPLES 
TO SELF-DETERMINATION AND JF THE SPEEDY GRANTING OF INDEPENDENCE TO COLONIAL 
COUNTRIES AND PEOPLES FOR rHE EFFECTIVE GUARANTEE AND OBSERVANCE OF HUMAN RIGHTS 
(continued) (A/35/146, A/35/65, A/35/419) 

1. Mr. MATELJAK (Yugoslavia) said that, in spite of certain results achieved, no 
major progress had yet been made in the implementation of the Programme for the 
Decade for Action to Combat Racism and Racial Discrimination. He had in mind the 
policy of apartheid and discrimination against various vulnerable groups of people 
such as national-~-; ethnic minorities, migrant workers, refugees and indigenous. 
populations who were exposed to various forms of discrimination on grounds of race, 
colour, descent or national or ethnic origin, and also various manifestations and 
remnants of nazism and fa::cism. He stressed the importance in that connexion of 
the victory won by the he:roic people of Zimbabwe which transcended the borders of 
Zimba:.Jvre and even of the ..,-hole of Africa since it represented one of the greatest 
contributions to the implEmentation of the Programme for the Decade for Action to 
Combat Racism and Racial Iiiscrimination. 

2. Unfortunately, the -vrhite racists in South Africa had not yet drawn any 
lesson from the example of Zimbab-vre. Ignoring all the United Nations resolutions 
and the efforts of the ini;ernational community to find a solution to the problems 
in southern Africa, the Government of Pretoria vras continuing to pursue and even 
intensify its policy of a[Jartheid and colonialism. The peoples of Namibia and 
Azania -vrere exposed to aL_ kinds of terror, oppression and humiliation in their 
mm country. The 1v-hite m:.nori ty and over 2,000 international corporations were 
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intensifying the exploitation of the African people in South Africa and Namibia. 
As a result, the gap between the wages of African worlcers and the wages of white 
workers was widening. 

3. The foreign political activities of the Pretoria regime vere just as aggressive. 
The front--line States, its nei,o:hbours, were exposed to constant attacks by the 
racist forces in South Africa which jeopardized not only the territorial intesrity 
and independence of those countries but also peace and security in the >vhole of 
Africa and throughout the world. In that regard, the ever more frequent news 
of the arminr, of the Pretoria forces with nuclear w-eapons was a cause for serious 
concern. 

4. It had become quite obvious that only the complete international economic, 
military and political isolation of South Africa, along vli th increased assistance 
to the liberation movements of Azania and Namibia, could bring the white racists 
to their senses and enable a just solution to be found to the problems in southern 
Africa. Othen-.rise, the African people would have no alternative but to continue 
along the arduous road of armed struggle and suffering in order to realize their 
inalienable ri.ghts to self-determination, independence and human dignity. Current 
developments in South Africa and Namibia showed that those peoples 1-.rere prepared 
to pursue that road until final victory, if there was no other alternative. It 
was the duty of the international community to provide them with an alternative 
so as to spare them from further suffering and sacrifices. 

5. The Arab population in the occupied Arab territories was also being subjected 
to flagrant and mass violations of their human rights because of their national 
orlgln. 'J'hat ·w-as particularly true of the Arab population of Palestine which was 
being sub~jecte:i to constant harassment and oppression by the Israeli oc cupyinc; 
forces. At the same time) the Israeli Government was persisting in its policy of 
expansionism and annexation of Arab territories, floutinr:; all relevant resolutions 
and decisions :::Jf the United Nations. The behaviour of the representative of 
Israel at the twenty--second session of the Committee on the Elimination of Racial 
Discrimination had also reflected that policy and the negative attitude of the 
IsraeJ_i Government to the United Nations. 

6. Referring to agenda items 7Lf (c) and 74 (d), his deler:;ation shared the concern 
voiced in the Committee on the Elimination of Racial Discrimination and other 
bodies of the United Nations system at the fact that the International Convention 
on the Elimination of All Forms of Racial Discrimination and the International 
Convention on the Suppression and Punishment of the Crime of Apartheid had not yet 
been universally recognized. Almost one third of the Member States had not ratified 
the first of those instruments, and not even two thirds of the rl[ember States had 
ratified the second instrument. The achievement of universality was an important 
and urgent task. It mieht perhaps be possible to set a concrete goal, for example, 
that all r1ember States should ratify or accede to those instruments by the end of 
the current decade. 

7. In conformity with article 18 of the annex to General Assembly resolution 
3057 (XXVIII), his Government submitted regular rer1orts to the Secretary-General 
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of the United Nations on tl::e action it had taken under the Programme for the 
Decade. He would merely pcint out that Yugoslavia had ratified both the 
Conventions and was implemEnting them consistently. It also lent full moral 
and political support to tl:e liberation movements of Africa which were recognized 
by the Organization of African Unity as well as to the Palestine Liberation 
Organization and it participated in all actions against racism and racial 
discrimination undertaken .,.-i thin or outside the United Nations. 

8. With regard to the Conmi ttee on the Elimination of Racial Discrimination, 
he stressed that, because it was a body composed of eminent experts who had 
been entrusted with the hi~:;hly responsible task of monitoring and securing the 
best possible implementatic n of one of the most important instruments in the 
field of human rights, Yugc.slavia had recognized its importance from the outset. 
His delegation supported t:Le stand which the Committee had taken on all the 
basic issues which had beer. discussed at the first two sessions held in 1980 
i.e. further engagement in the realization of the Programme for the Decade within 
the context of the implementation of the Convention:- continuation and strengthening 
of co-operation with UNESCO, ILO and other appropriate bodies within the United 
Nations system with respect to the implementation of the Convention; insistence on 
the obligation of all StatE~s parties to take the necessary legal and other 
measures to ensure full rei:pect for the provisions of the Convention, including 
the States parties which claimed that there was no racial discrimination in 
their territories; a focus:.ng of attention on the elimination of apartheid in 
South Africa and racial dii:crimination in all the Trust and Non-Self-Governing 
Territories in accordance >ri th General Assembly resolution lL~l5 (XV)~ insistence 
on the full implementation of articles 3 and 4 and other articles of the 
Convention. 

9. Regarding its future uork, his delegation believed that the Committee should 
continue~ within the frameuork of its activities on the implementation of the 
Convention, to pay adequat(; attention to its further involvement in the 
implementation of the Programme for the Decade and to participate actively in 
preparations and the work of the Second Horld Conference to Combat Racism and 
Racial Discrimination. In that connexion it could: first, by its expert advice, 
help the Economic and_ Social Council in preparations for the Conference; second, 
prepare for the Conference information on, or a study or analysis of, its 10-year 
experience, in vJhich it could, inter alia, make proposals for the elimination of 
the main short--comings in -~he implementation of the Convention; third, prepare 
for the Conference a study on the position of national or ethnic minorities, 
indigenous populations and refugees in relation to the Convention; fourth, 
elaborate one or more studi.es on the implementation of certain selected articles 
of the Convention; fifth, make concrete proposals regarding the wider 
dissemination of informati•m, at national and international levels, on the 
Convention and the 1-rork of the Committee; sixth, if possible, organize radio 
and television talks by th::: members of the Committee on problems of racism 
and related activities wit1in the framework of the Decade; and seventh, study 
the problew of reservation3 made by some States parties to certain articles of 
the Convention and suggest appropriate -vrays and means for securing the withdrawal 
of those reservations. 
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10. As far as article 7 of the Convention was concerned, the excellent paper 
prepared by 1JNESCO ( CERD/C/69) showed that the Committee and UNESCO were still 
faced with the serious task of ensuring the consistent and full implementa~ion of 
that article. To that end, it -vrould be necessary not only to draw up appropriate 
guidelines, t'.lt also to tal<;:e other practical actions. In that respect, his 
delegation considered that increased attention should be paid to a better 
acqu8intance 1vith tht-· culture of thP peoples in the developin['" countriPs and, 
at the national level, with t0e culture of national or ethnic minorities. That 
would require a substantial revision of the existing school textbooks of history 
and culture. Many of those textbooks offered a distorted picture of the past and 
contemporary life of other nations. 'Ihat was particularly true of the te.~<.-tbnol<;:s 
published by various institutions of former colonial Povrers which had been used 
in the schools in their former colonies. Therefore, it 1vould be necessary the.t 
the Committee, in co-operation with UNESCO, examine the problem and submit 
concrete proposals for its solution. That could also be one of the Cornlllittee 1 s 
actions taken vrithin the Programme for the Decade. 

11. Failure to submit reports by some States parties was also a serious problem. 
According to the report of the Committee on the Elimination of Racial Discrin:ination 
(A/35 /18), some of them, even after 12 reminders, had not fulfilled their 
obligation. 'rhat was indicative not only of subjective weaknesses, but also 
of serious objective problems with which some States parties were confronted in 
preparing their reports. Consequently, his delegation felt that it was 
indispensable that the Committee, as early as at its next session, examine 
that question thoroughly and make proposals for action, in addition to sending 
reminders. 

12. In connexion with future meetings of the Committee, his delegation -vras of the 
opinion that it should be given the opportunity, within the Frogra~ne for the 
Decade, to hold at least one session outside New York and Geneva, preferably in 
one of the African front-line States. Such a session would boost the morale of 
African people under the racist regime in South Africa, contributing thus to the 
struggle for the elimination of apar~heid. 

13. In conclusion" he announced that) as in previous years, his delegation, in 
co--operation -vri th other interested deler:;ations, 1;-ras preparing a draft resolution 
on the report of the Committee, which he hoped would be adopted by consensus. 

14. The CHAIRMAN reminded the Committee that he had asked delegations to 
co-·operate with the Chair in facilitatinc: the procress of the work. Apparently 
his request had e;one unheeded, since only one country, Yugoslavia, had sic:ned up 
on the list of speakers. He proposed that the list of speakers on the four items 
under consideration be closed on Thursday, 2 October, at 1 p.m. If there were 
no objections, he would consider that the Cowlllittee had accepted his proposal. 

15. It was so decided. 




