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Tribute to the memory of Mr. Feliz Garcia-Rodriguez, 
member of the Permanent Mission of Cuba to the 
United Nations 

1. The PRESIDENT: I wish at the very outset to 
express my dismay, shock and indignation concerning 
the cowardly assassination yesterday of Mr; Feliz 
Garcia-Rodriguez, a member of the Permanent Mission 
of Cuba to the United Nations. This act can only be 
condemned in the strongest terms. It is yet another of 
the regrettably increasing number of terrorist acts 
against members of the diplomatic community around 
the world, in violation of all accepted international 
standards of conduct. 
2. I wish to convey to the Cuban mission and, through 
it, to the Cuban Government and people, as well as to 
the family of Mr. Garcia-Rodriguez, my deepest sym
pathy and heartfelt condolences. In doing so I am con
vinced· that I am expressing the sentiments of sorrow 
and shock felt by all the Members of this Assembly. 
3. I feel sure that the authorities of the host country 
will do everything in their power to apprehend the crim
inal perpetrators of this act. I wish also to express my 
confidence that they will also take the necessary mea
sures to ensure that adequate security will be provided 
for missions to the United Nations located in New York. 
4. The SECRETARY-GENERAL: Mr. President, I 
wish to associate myself fully with the remarks you have 
just made about the assassination of Mr. Feliz 
Garcia-Rodriguez, a member of the Cuban mission to 
the United Nations. I have made a· statement today 
strongly condemning this wanton act of terrorism. As 
Secretary-General, I cannot over-emphasize the impor
tance of providing full security and protection to all 
those associated with the work of the world Organiza
tion. This further incident of an attack on a member of 
the diplomatic community is most deplorable, and every 
effort must be made to prevent such tragic occurrences 
in the future. · 
5. May I take this opportunity once again to con
vey to the Government of Cuba and to the family of 
Mr. Garcia-Rodriguez my profound sympathy and my 
most sincere condolences. 
6. Mr. ROA KOURI (Cuba) (interpretation from 
Spanish): First of all, I should like to thank the Pres
ident and the Secretary-General for the heartfelt words 
of condolence that they have addressed to us regarding 
the assassination of our colleague, a·diplomatic attache 
of the Permanent Mission of Cuba to the United 
Nations, Comrade Feliz Garcia-Rodriguez. 
7. He was assassinated in a cowardly fashion yester
day afternoon in New York City. His assassins, counter
revolutionaries of Cuban origin. living in the United 
States, have cynically informed the New York press .that 
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that act was committed by one of the gangs formed by a 
small group of stateless terrorists which operate in this 
country. They predicted that this would be the first in a 
series of acts of aggression. 
8. These groups of professional assassins, who not 
only act against the representatives of revolutionary 
Cuba but also impose their terror on all those who 
defend Cuba's rights,are established in various places 
in the country which acts as host to our international 
Organization. The members and leaders of these groups 
publish their statements in the Hispanic press of New 
York and convene public meetings in Manhattan, 
shamelessly boasting about their criminal intentions 
against the diplomatic representatives of the . Cuban 
revolution. They are the same people who, in the course 
of the past two years, have bombed the premises of the 
Permanent Mission of Cuba on five occasions, causing 
serious damage to our office building and endangering 
the lives and security not only pf Cuban diplomats and 
officials but also of innocent passers~by and New York 
police agents on duty at the Mission. In short, they are 
the same elements which six months ago placed a very 
powerful plastic bomb in the car of the permanent 
representative of Cuba to this Organization. 
9. Now they have vilely murdered the diplomat Feliz 
Garcia on a Queens roadway, in his own car, in broad 
daylight at 6.20 p.m. in the evening-barely 15 minutes 
away from the United Nations Headquarters. They 
acted with full impunity; they acted also with the treach
ery, expertise and security of those who have been 
trained to commit all kinds of criminal acts against the 
Cuban· revolution, its leaders and its representatives 
abroad. But above all, they acted with the cowardice 
typical of these despicable petty gangsters. 
10. Encouraged by the impunity that they have 
enjoyed and continue to enjoy, despite our repeated 
denunciation of their acts to the Secretary-General of 
the United Nations and to the Committee on Relations 
with the Host Country, they decided to slay Comrade 
Feliz Garcia, once they had ascertained that he was 
alone and defenceless. Such is the nature of Cuba's 
enemies; such are their criminal methods; such is the 
indeiJlnity with which they carry out their repugnant 
villainies. 
11. The Permanent Mission of Cuba has received the 
condolences·of the Government of the host country on 
this outrageous assassination. The representative of the 
United States has assured us that all necessary measures 
will be taken to guarantee the security and physical 
integrity of Cuban diplomats and of our Mission, and 
that no effort will be spared to apprehend the assassins 
of our comrade Feliz Garcia. But, unfortunately, Feliz 

·Garcia has died because his cowardly assassins were not 
punished for their previous crimes. 
12. It is therefore an elementary duty to denounce his 
murder before this a\}gust body and to reiterate the 
imperative need for the impunity enjoyed by those ter
rorists and assassins to be brought to an end and for the 
host country, in accordance witli its obligations flowing 
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from the Agreement between the United Nations and 
the Government of the United States, fully to guarantee 
the physical safety of diplomatic personnel accredited to 
this Organization, their missions and property .1 

13. The international community cannot remain idle 
in the face of repeated acts of aggression and terrorism 
against diplomatic personnel and missions in New York 
City. 
14. From the bottom of our hearts we pay homage to 
our comrade who fell while carrying out his duties. 
No member of the Cuban diplomatic service can be 
intimidated. 
15. My Government demands that the authorities of 
the host country take the necessary measures to appre
hend and try the assassins of Cuban diplomat Feliz 
Garcia, and we hope that States Members of this Organ
ization will demand the strict observance of the rules 
and conventions governing the activities of our missions 
and staff, inasmuch as they are diplomatic agents 
accredited to the United Nations and for that reason 
reside in the territory of the host country. 
16. Mr. SOBHAN (Bangladesh): On behalf of the 
members of the Asian Group, I should like to say that 
we deeply deplore the brutal murder of Mr. Feliz 
Garcia-Rodriguez. This crime against an accredited 
diplomat is a matter of serious concern to all of us. We 
feel strongly that all possible steps should be taken by the 
host Government and the local authorities to apprehend 
the perpetrators of this crime and that effective mea
sures should be taken to afford full protection to all 
diplomatic personnel in New York. 
17. In conclusion, I should like to say, on behalf of the 
members of the Asian Group, how deeply grieved we 
are at what has happened and we would request that the 
sympathy of the members of the Group be conveyed to 
the bereaved family and that our deep regrets be con
veyed to tP,e Permanent Mission of Cuba to the United 
Nations and to the Cuban Government. 
18. Mr. TSVETKOV (Bulgaria) (interpretation from 
Russian): On behalf of all the delegations of the Group 
of Eastern European Countries, namely the Byelorus
sian Soviet Socialist Republic, the Czechoslovak Social
ist Republic, the German Democratic Republic, ·the 
Hungarian People's Republic, the Polish People's 
Republic, the Romanian Socialist Republic, the Ukrain
ian Soviet Socialist Republic, the Union of Soviet 
Socialist Republics, and the People's Republic of Bul
garia, I should like to express our most sincere condol
ences to our Cuban friends in connexion with the tragic 
death of our colleague, Feliz Garcia-Rodriguez. 
19. All of us are deeply indignant at this criminal act, 
which constitutes yet one more manifestation of the 
growing escalation of criminal acts aimed at the security 
of Missions accredited to the United Nations and their 
personnel. These acts of terror are accompanied by 
gross threats against diplomats working here and their 
families, and not only are they not being discontinued 
but their nature is becoming more and more threatening. 
The criminal act committed against this diplomat who 
worked with the Cuban Mission shows once again that 
necessary measures must be taken to ensure the safety of 
diplomatic representatives and to eliminate all terrorist 
acts and threats. 
20. On this occasion, we should like to protest most 
firmly against the criminal acts of the terrorists and 
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1Convention on the Prevention and Punishment of Crimes Against 

Internationally Protected Persons Including Diplomatic Agents, 
signed in New York, on 14 December 1973. 

their accomplices, and we call on the United States 
authorities to observe international law and to take all 
the necessary measures to establish normal conditions 
for the work of diplomatic missions in New York. 
21. Mr. VELLOSO (Brazil) (interpretation from 
Spanish): At this time, I am discharging the sad duty 
of speaking on behalf of the Latin American Group in 
these unfortunate circumstances. 
22. We, the Latin American countries, are truly 
shocked by what happened to Mr. Feliz Garcia
Rodriguez, the Cuban diplomat. Latin American coun
tries, by tradition, always condemn acts of violence, and 
we are deeply concerned over the fact that the activity of 
diplomats should continue to be the target of such acts. 
23. We are sure that the locai'authorities will not fail 
to do everything in their power to look into all the rea
sons and causes for the events that have taken place and 
that this General Assembly will take whatever measures 
are appropriate. 
24. On behalf of our countries, we convey our heart
felt condolences to the Government of Cuba, to its 
Permanent Mission and to the family of Mr. Feliz 
Garcia-Rodriguez. 
25. Mr. RAMPHUL (Mauritius): Speaking as the 
longest serving Permanent Representative at the United 
Nations and, in the absence of the Chairman of the 
African Group for this month, I wish to associate the 
African Group fully with the statements that you, 
Mr. President, and our esteemed Secretary-General 
have just made regarding the wanton mur~er of our col
league, Mr. Garcia-Rodriguez of Cuba while carrying 
out his duties. 
26. Mr. MANSOURI (Syrian Arab Republic) (inter
pretationfrom Arabic): On behalf of the Arab Group, I 
should like to express our concern over the odious crime 
committed by subversive elements against a member of 
the Cuban Mission to the United Nations. On behalf of 
the Group, I should also like to offer the delegation of 
Cuba our sincere condolences on the loss of one of its 
members, as well as to the Government and people of 
Cuba and to the family of the victim. 
27. On this occasion, we should like to affirm that the 
host country must respect the principles of international 
law and that it must ensure adequate protection for all 
members of the diplomatic community in the United 
Nations, in view of the various criminal attempts 
perpetrated by subversive elements. 
28. We shouid also like to support the demand of the 
Cuban Mission that the competent authorities take the 
necessary measures to apprehend the criminals and 
bring them before the judicial authorities to receive the 
punishment that they deserve. 
29. Mr. VANDENHEUVEL (United Statesof Amer
ica): On behalf of the people and Government of the 
United States, I express our sincere and profound sor
row to the Permanent Mission of Cuba, to Ambassador 
Roa and to the Government of Cuba regarding the ter
rifying incident of last night and the death of Mr. 
Garcia-Rodriguez. 
30. On learning of the news, Secretary of State Muskie 
issued the following statement: 

"It is with deep regret that I have learned of the 
reprehensible murder earlier this evening of Feliz 
Garcia-Rodriguez, a member of the Cuban Mission 
to the United Nations. We have ·expressed our con
dolences to the Cuban Government. All appropriate 
Federal agencies, as well as the New York Police 
Department, will co-operate in the investigation. This 
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is a nation of laws. We condemn terrorism in all of its 
forms and we are committed to its eradication." 

31. Mr. President, we are grateful for the thoughtful 
statements that you, the Secretary-General and the var~ 
ious spokesmen of the regional groups have made this 
afternoon. The protection of diplomats is an obligation 
incumbent on every country and is at the foundation of 
this Organization, the United Nations. 
32. The brutal murder of Mr. Feliz Garcia-Rodriguez 
is unconscionable. This act of cowardly terrorism is . 
denounced by the Government and people of the United 
States. We as a nation, as has practically every nation in 
this room, have seen and suffered the consequences of 
political terrorism. All of us must deplore such violence. 
We, the Government of the United States, do deplore 
such violence and we vow to use every constitutional 
means to seek out and prosecute fully these terrorist 
criminals. 
33. Mr. HUSLID (Norway): On behalf of the Group 
of Western European and Other States, I should also 
like to associate ourselves with what has just been said 
by other representatives and other Groups in expressing 
our deep sympathy and condolences to the Ambassa
dor of Cuba on the wanton killing of Mr. Garcia
Rodriguez as a result of a terrorist act. 

34. We ask that the deeply felt condolences of all the 
members of the Group of Western European and Other 
States be transmitted to the fanVlY of Mr. Garcia
Rodriguez afid: to the Cuban Government. 

Extension of the eleventh special session 
· of the General Assembly 

35. The PRESIDENT: As members are aware, the 
eleventh special session of the General Assembly was to 
conclude today. However, I have been informed by the 
Chairman of the Ad Hoc Committee that that Commit
tee has recommended that the Assembly should extend 
the session for 24 hours, in order to enable it to 
conclude its work and submit.its report to the Assembly. 
36. In the light of that request, may I take it that 
the General Assembly agrees to extend· the session for 
another 24 hours? · 

It was so decided. 
37. The PRESIDENT: Consequently, the concluding 
meeting of the eleventh special session of the General 
Assembly will take place tomorrow at 5 p.m. 

The meeting rose at 4.25 p.m. 




