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The GHATRMAN (Bthiopia): I declare open the one hundred and fifty-ninth

meeting of the Conference of the Eighteen-Nation Committee on Disarmament.

Mr. DUMITRESCU (Romania)(translation from French): Speaking in this
Committee for the first time as the representative of the Romanian Psople's
Republic, may I be allowed to thank Mr. Burns, the representative of Canada, who took
thewchair at the fihst meeting of this gession, as well as our co;Chairmen and other
representatlves, for their words of welcome? This is a further incentive to me and

to the Romanian delegation as a whole to join w1th all the other delegatlons in

performlng the noble task with which we have been entrusted.

I should also like to take the opportunity of thanklng the Secretary—General of
the United Nations, U Thant, for the encouraging message he sent us through his
Special-Representative, Mr, Protitch (ENDC/PV.157, p.5), in which.-he rightly points
out thet the resolutions adopted at the eighteenth session of the General Assembly on
the subject of disarmament impose upon all Member States, including the members of

- this Committee, a continuing responsibility to implement them.- The Romanian

delegation shares this view of our Committee's role and 'is coriscious of the
respon51b111tles 1ncumbent on it.
The Romanlan delegation wishes to convey its condolence and sympathy to the

Unlted States delegatlon on the tragic death of President Kennedy, an outstanding

statesman who greatly contributed to the search for the peaceful settlement of a
numbar of thorny international problems and possessed a realistic understanding of
the need to arrive at reasonable solutlons in order to-avert a thermonuclear war.

My delegatlon listened with great intsrest to President Johnson's statement (ENDG/12O ),

.communlcated to the Commlttee by the Unlted States representatlve, to the effect that

thls polloy w1ll be continued.
As the Chairman of the Council of State of the Romanian People's Republic,
Mr, Gheorghe GheorghluuDer pointed out. at the beglnnlng of this year, the main

feature of the past year was
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#..a a more v1gorous afflrmatlon of the principlas of peaceful

co-ex:stence between States w1th dlfferent social systems, the

creatlon of a more favourable cllmate for the lessening of

1nternatlonal tension; and the promotion of multllateral -

relations between all countrles;ﬁ ‘

, The Moscow Treaty banning nuclear weapon.tests in the atmosphere, in outer
space and under water (ENDC/lOO/Rev 1) was an effective step in.this direction.
Other 1mpertant agreements were also reached: for example, that embodied -in the
resolution adopted by the United Nations General Assembly prohibiting the. placing
in orbit of any objects carrying nuclear weapons (A/RES/1884(XVIII); ENDC/117),
and the establlshment of a direct communications llnk between Moscow and
Washlncton (ENDG/97) .

. Four other important resolutlons concerning disarmament have also been . .
~dopted by the General Assembly (ENDC/116, 117), and we must remember too in this
cenﬁexion.what has been accomplished towards puttipg an end to the cold war.

As other speakers have pointed out, all these are gains to which the Committes
has contributed. Certainly, the progress so far made is not as great as we might
have noped, but it demonstrates the efficacy of negotiation where international
preblems are concerned, and the possibility of thereby arriving at mutually-
acceptaﬂle solutions -consistent with the interests of all parties and the cause of
beace and without a victor or a vanquished.

The Romanian délegation has always believed that we must be patient,
persevering, responsible and realistic if we are to solve the many problems which
confront us, and that we must seek ways of reconciling points of visw in a spirit
of understanding and co—operation; ‘That is the method which has enabled us to
achieve the progress already gained, and we must continue to use it in the future.

. The fact that this session of our Conference is being resumed in what is
uniﬁersally regarded as a better atmosphere is of good augury, but enhances our
obligation to make every effort to achieve success in our task. Wé have many and
complex tagks to perform, but they should all converge towards our supreme object,
that of ensuring a lasting peace —- the inalienable prerogative of every State and

~avery peopls.
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. It goes without sajing that peace cannot be based on the armaments race and the
cold war. It must be founded on the abolition of armaments and the promotion of
confidence betwesn peoples and States. That is why mankind's aspirations for peace
should take tangible shape in posilive measures which ocur Committes is called upon
to elaborate, and the most important of which is the preparation of a treaty on
general and complete disarmament. _

Obviously general and complete disarmament cannot be effescted at a blow, and
w1ll entail an extremeiy complicated vrocess. My delegation welccmes the new
constructlve proposals recentlj submitted in this regard, which take into account
the views of the parties concerned and could give an 1mpetus to the negotiations
for an agresment. .

I have in mind primarily the propesal put forward at the sighteenth sesslon
of the General Assembly of the United Nations by the Soviet Foreign Minister,

Mr. Gromyko (A/PV.1208, provisional, p.7l), concerning the retention by the Soviet
Unibn and the United States of America of a limitsd number of intercontinental
missiles, anti-missile missiles and ground-to-air missiles, not only until the -end
of the sécond stage but until the third stage of ths disarmament process. In our
opilnion this initiative makes it easier to accommodate points of ‘view and bring
about agreement on nuclear disarmament.

There are other spheres too in which there appears to be a better chance of reaching
agreement. I refer in particular to a reduction in thérarméd forcea of the principal
military Powsrs and in conventional qrmamentso

While striving unremwttlngly for general and complete disarmament as the main
objective, the Romanian People's Republic also supports partial or regional measures
which will strengﬁhén confidence between States, reduce the dangér‘ofrmilitary conflict,‘
and eliminate certain differences or foci of tension, thus paving the way for the
creation of a world without weapons and without war. ]

In this connexion, my delegation approves of the method that is being increasingly
practised by the Great Powers and which may -be described as "the msthod of positive
matual example". We refef here to cuts in military budgets, reductidns in armed forces;
and other similar measdres. Such measures testify to a growth in mutual confidence
between States, and at the same time halp to promote that confidence and to reduce

international tension.
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Asnone“of %neﬁp;oglens:og:particular urgency that must be tackled, the
Ronanian4delegation'wonld‘like"to make” special mention of the'need to prevent the
dissemination of miclear weapons, Agreement on’ that matter would further the.
cause’ of peace by preventing a’ continually-growing number .of countries from -
possessing aﬁomic:weaponsg and would thereby diminish- the danger of a world war.
At the Same time the Romanian delegation considers: that the conclu51on of, & non-
»aggre551on pact between 51gnatory States of the Warsaw Treaty and NATO. oountrles
would be of" great ‘significance as a transitional step towards the: llquldatlon of
‘mllltary blocs. ' . ' ' ' '

The 1doa of creatlng denuclearlzed zones in ‘different regions. of “the world
is gaining ground, as demonstrated by the discussions at the eighteenth session of
 the General Assembly and many statements heard by the Committee. Mounting - -
interest injinis'idea:shows how great is the general desire to remove the nuclear
danger. 1 " B S ' o

The Romanlan People's Republlc regards itas a duty to play its proper part -
in strengthenlng peace, and flrst ‘and foremost in establlshlng good relations: in -
its own area. . With these con51aeratlons in mind tHe Romanian Government subm1tted
-tc other Balkan governments in 1957 and 1959 proposals for & multllateral inter- .
Ba’kan agreeuent and treaty so as to form in the Balkans a zone oP peace and
. co-operation free from uclear weapons or vehicles for thelr dellvery. " Thege’
proaosals have been endorsed by certaln Balkan States and have met With a wlde
publiic response, which proves that the Romanlan 1n1t1ai1ve is both tlmely and
relevant _ o
. Many other States have submltted oroposals for the establlshment of such™
. zopes in oentral (ENDC/C l/l) and northern (DC/QCl/AoU.Z, p.?O) Europe, “in the
@alterranean region (ENDG/?l), in Latln Amerloa (A/REo/lOll(XVIII), ENDC/S?),
and in Africa. (A/RES/16§2(XVI), ENDG/93/Rev 1), and others. As far as Europe is
.. concerned, . 1f such proposals were put 1n+o effect there would be a system of
denuclearized zones, stretchlng rlght across the contlnent ' Such a system “would
allow us to -establish good. nelghbourly relatlons and nornal co—operatlon between o
States; and at the same time would excluoe vsst .areas of the world from the '

armaments race, thus promoting the lessenlng of tens1on°
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In view of this situation, the Romanian Governmént has asked for the inclusion’
once more of an i”em on the General Assembly's agenda entitled: "Actions on the
regional level with a view to improving good neighbourly relations among European
States having different social and political sSystems". The response to this .
proposal testifies that regional agreements between States having different social
and political:systems are a necessity of iIntermational life,. ‘

As far as we are concerned we shall do everything in our power to secure the
adoption of positive measures and: their execution. Proposals have already been
submitted to the Committee at its presént session, and we are sonfident that they.
will be examined with the requisite- care in order to bring out those elements which
will further our essential purpose, the acﬂievement‘af‘genefal and complete
disarmament. _ ” ‘

The Romanian delegation would welcomé any other proposal, initiative-.or move,
1hrtever its source, that is calculated to lessen international tension further,
and that would contribute towards the péeaceful solution of major .internatiomal

problems,

Mr, OBI (Nigeria): Mr. Chairman, permit me first of ‘all to ‘extend to
you a mosthhearty welcome. . I have ﬁd'&oubt'thatwyou-will make very-useful-.-.. -
contributions'to“our work, and my delegation looks forward to'that greaticergﬁz;
operation which h.s always charapteriéed~the relationship of our-respective . » .
delegations. ' . = . . . Co.oos i

I shouldvalso-like'to extehd, through:-you,"a-no.less -hearty welcomne. to the
representatives of India, Ikxico-ahdyRomania;whotﬁré also joining us for the first
time. - Wer have ;no deubt that they mill;continuqfthe-@xcéllentﬂwork of their - wo
predecessdfswin’making~positive-boﬁtﬂibuti&ns,to our wDrk;p;L«':’;~::1>¢jfﬂ“iﬁ¢j

My’delegationwis,alsd happy-to~welcomerbaCkvto~ournmidstZPkeyEosteripf;the.;
United States delegation and . Mr. Naszkowski, Vice-Mirister for Foreign. Affairsiof ..
Poland.: *We trust:that: their stay. with us will be longer than hitherto.and

equally rewarding.
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I should also-like to express the deep sense of loss which my delegatlon feels
at the:dastardly. assassination of President Kennedy. As Mr. Foster said on o
21 January (ENDC/PVa157,,p,é), we have suffered. a grievous less in the assassination
of a.leader whose visieneeﬁd determinatieﬁ led to.the'achievemeﬁt of so much in so
short a time. We have noted with sqtisfaction that- President Johnsoh has -pledged
himself to contlnue the most valuable work of his great predecessor, and we,  wish
the new President God's guldance in his hlgh office. -

The Eighteen-Nation Commitiee on Disarmament has resumed.-its work after a
lengthy, but most fruitful; deliberation on d;sarmament and related measures at. the
United Nations Gereral Assembly. My'deiegation-has always aftaehed the utmost
importance to. the -discussions in fhe General Assembly;'for it is firmly convinced
that the issues of peace and securlty, and in partlcular the tasks with 'whicH our
Commlttee 1s charged are, the resoonslblllty ‘of all menkind and the monopoly of .
none, Consequently in the dlScharge of thls respons1b111ty, the w1sdom and
direction of the world community as expressed in the General Assembly are, to say ‘
the least, desirable. . . , . -

We 1ook back w1th satlsfactlon at the very frultful dlscu581ons which took
place in the General Assembly last session, and in partlcular at the very 1mportant
resolutions which were passed. We should like particularly to express our
satisfaction once more at the resoiutionzadopted by acclamation in the First
“Committee and inthe General Assembly-on 17 October 1963 (A/RES/1908(XVIII);
ENDG/116),.Whichwwelcomed the expression by‘the greet;Powers of theif_iptention
not to station in outer space any objects carrying weapons of'mess destruction.

We should-like also to express our very deep satisfaction'at the further
modifications to the:Soviet draft; as deseribed by Foreign Minister Gromyko on
19 September 196?.(A/PV.1208,'provisiona1, p.?l), which: now provides for the muclear
umbrella to be retained untilfthe end‘efgtheithird-stage.'< Tt is our;sincere hope
that this, further Soviet=amendment, which now makes negetiations on this most
1mportant aspect: of- nuclear disarmament more pOSSlble and. whlch is made largely
in response to, Western crltlclsms, will receive the serious cons1derat10n and

response, whlch 1t Justly deserves




ENDG/PV.159
11

(Mp. Obi, Nigeria)

| There 18 hardlj any need to stress that a solution of the _problem pertaining
‘o nuclear delivery vehlcies, and the relevant verification arrangements, are
1ndlspensable to ‘any genuine progress in our main task of elaborablng a treaty on
general and complete disarmement. ~ Therefore we look forward to a serious and .-
bu51nessllke discussion of this and other measures in a spirit of éCCOmmodationy.
ﬁith the partiés eoncerned providing the necessary clarification, on the one hand,
and evaluatlng the measures for alljfhev are worth, om the other. While i% is
ﬂrue that we have made limited cchlevementc in the field of collateral measures,

'1t is a sad conmentary on our work fThat up to this mcment no agreement of any note
has been reached on any aspect of our main task of general and complete disarmament.
| As the Commlttee is aware, in addition to the above resolution,. various other
Esolutlons wére passed at the General Assembly. I will not waste the time of the -
Gommlttee by describing any of these resolutions, but I should like to draw the-
attentlon of the Committee to two of them. The flrst is. resolutlon 1910(XVIII)
(TNDC/116 ), relating to the urgent need for the uuspen51on of nuclear and thermo— o

nuclear tests, which, 1nten_§;£§ - ,

"Requesis “the Conference of the Eighteen-Nation Committee on Disarmament
to continue with a- sense of nrgencv its negotiations to achieve the
| obJeotlves set forth in the preamble of the Treaty;"
As the Gommlttee is of courss aware, the objectives referred to relate to a
comprehen51ve treaty including underground tests.

‘ The second resolution to which I should like to draw the particular attention
of the Conmittee is General Assembly resolution 1909(XVIII) (ibid.), on the
queSulon of convening a- confercnce for the purpose of signing a comvention on the-'
prohlbltlon of the use of nuclear and thermonuclear weapons, which; inter alia -- .-

"Reguests “the Conference of the Fighteen-Nation Committee on

‘ *Disarmament to study urgently the questlon of convening a conference for'

' the purpose of signing a:convention on the prohibitim of the use of .

! nuclear and thermonuclear Weaponsland to report to the General Assembly -

at its nineteenth session'.
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We do not yeu_knowwwhattarrangements_are envisaged by the co-Chairmen for
the realization of. these directives of. the General Assembly, but we are confident
that suitable arrangements will be made in due course. - For our part We pledge
ourselves to contribute our modest quota and to dlrect our energles towards
realizing the tasks assigned to us by the General Assembly. Meanwhlle‘we are
happy to note that a comprehensive test ban, which would include the banniﬁg‘of
tests underground as well, remains the objective of the nuclear PoWers, not only
‘as stated in the préamble of the Moscow Treaty (ENDC/100/Rev.1) but as expreesly,‘
stated in the messages of President Johnson both to Chairman :Khrushohev (ENDC/119)
and to this Committee (ENDC/120), We have always believed that a limited test-ban
treaty; though significant in itself, is by no means the end of the road as far as
we are concerned. . The need for such an agreement becomes somewhat more urgent when -
reputable scientists appear to feel that underground teeis are not as free of
radioactive fall-out and debris as was hitherto presumed. | |

On the: second question, that of convening a conference for the purpose of
signing a convention on the prohibition of nuclear and thermonuclear weapons, we
hope there will be some serious discussion. We are not, of co *3@, unaware of B
the opposition in some quarters to such a conference. The uséfulness of the
conference and convention have been called in question. As we have stated -
frequently, we regret that we cannot.subscribe to such a view. We think such a
conference and convention would be very useful -- thau is, if the nuclear Powers '
that have such weapons participate. o ‘ | ,

We are meeting in an improved international cllmate which is both a result and .
a catalyst of the détente generated by the Moscow partlal test~ban Treaty. As my
delegatlon observed on 1 August 1963 while halllng the Moscow Treaty and the dlrect
communications link agreement (ENDC/97): | o

M, ¢s perhaps their chief value-.a.vliesnin this¢ that the agreement on a

direct communications link was the first indication of 1ife in'the somevhat

statuesque though imposing{positions hitherto maintained by the two sides;

and that the partial test ban is the first tentative step towards the

experiment in international coexistence which my delegation has always

advocated," (ENDC/PV.149, pp.8,9) '
We are happy to observe evidence that the thaw not only has been maintained but is

being promoted; and I have noted with satlsfactlon the United States decision, .

~
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recently announced‘by President Johnson, to olose four of its plntonium piles'and
to cut down its productlon of f1351onable materal by 25 per cent as well as redu01ng
1ts mllltary budgeu for the current fiscal year. We have noted also with equal
satlsfactlon the de0131on of the Soviet Government to reduce its military spending
by about 4 per cent and its promlsed rev1ew of its military situation, with a
p0351ble reduction of its armed forces later (ENDC/PV.157, pp.13,14).
i These are modest but nevertheless significant beglnnlngs, and as such we
%armly-appland them, But in so doing we feel constrained to point out, aloelt ’
most humbly, that the further perfection of newer and more deadly weapons Contlnues"
apace, though perhaps not at the same rate as hitherto,,and_that, even with these
nednctions in military spending, the vast sums appronriated for milltary purposes
are still not only staggering but vastly out of pronortion to requirements for
ﬁeaceful times and to provisions for peaceful purposes not only for'developing‘
countries but also for. the super-Powers themselves. Nevertheless, we weloome these
modest beginnings and the unilateral efforts at disarmament and reduction by mutual
example made by the nuclear Powers, and, while hoping that they will be v1gorously
promoted and rec1procated we trust that it will be p0551b1e to sanctify them by
more formal commltments in the nature of agreements at the appropriate time.’

‘ As the Committee is aware, we' from Nigeria have always called, both in this
.Commlttee and in the General Assembly for a.freezing and reductlon of mllltary
expendltnres, which with all due respect I will call not only immoral but almost
oriminal folly in a world ravaged by hunger, disease/and want and plagued by
t@chnological backwardness. Therefore we look forward‘to,more substantial
reductions of military expenditures by the great\Powers'particularly, though this

1s not to be restrlcted to them alone; " and we look forward to the time when the
vast sums new approprlated to military purposes will be channelled to more- peaceful
endeavoursn ' '

i
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In this connexion, I should like to draw the attention of the_Committee to the
most important resolution sponsored by Nigeria, the United States and the Soviet
Unlon in. the Second Committee and eventually adopted ‘both by that Committee and’ by °
the General Assembly at its last sess1on, relatlng to the conver51on to peaceful
needs.of the resources released by dlsarmament This: resolutlon, 1nter alia —~"

. "Expresses -the hope that the Governments of all States will

intensify their. efforts tc: achieve an agreement on general and complete

disarmament under effective 1nternat10nal control, with the desire to ‘

realize the beneflts for mankind to which the Declaratlon on the convers1on

to peaceful needs of the resources released by dlsarmament ig addressed."

(A/RES/1931 (XVIII)) o
As this is a very important document whlch has cons1derable bearlng on our work
here, I shall be grateful if the Secretariat would have it 01rculated as a Conference
document .= | . | ' h ' ' | ‘

We have now met for«well-nlgh two years, and although our performance is
gomewhat better than our more pe531m1st1c crltlcs expeoted it is far from’ belng
near phenomenal. Indeed, if the truth be told, we are to be congratulated more
for the mere promise whlch we seem to hold out thah for any actual achievement.

Up to this moment not a single. bomb has been destroyed or a single delivery vehlcle
dismantled or converted to peaceful purposes, nor has a s1ngle soldier Been ’
'demoblllzed as a result of -any. agreement arrived at here. We still have, as at the
openlng of the Conference in 1962 —— two years ago -- a formidable catena of
collateral measures whlch we have yet not only to agree upon but even to discuss,

We say this not necessarlly as Kz crltlclsm.but to olace our achievements in their.i’
proper perspectlve and 1f posslble, to spur us- to nore vigorous efforts. There':.
is great. need for 1mprov1ng upon the llmlted agreements already arrived at during-
the latter part of last year.- The tlme 1s long overdue for the confidence reposed
in us by our well-wishers to be reallzed 4 lee Everyman in the mediaeval morality’
drama, our good deeds are as yet too weak to sustain us at our reckoning. - We "~
should therefore enlarge on those deeds and exploit all the possibilities_offered

by the almost self-generating détente.

1/ Circulated as.document ENDC/122.
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There is'no time like the present We are neartened by the hopeful sounds
emanatlng from. ‘he “4wo - super-Powers since the oeﬂlnnrng of thls year and at the
opening of the Conference last Tuesday, >We trust that these will soon be more
than mere sounde,’ because, ag Presldent Johnson sard in his message and as
MI Tsarapkln ssld on 21° Tanuary, it is high time that we started actlng 1nstead
of talking about action. ' o :

It would appear to oy delegatvon that some of % measures‘prOpOSed by the
two sides show considerable common ground. We belleve the time‘is nowuopportune
for a formal agreement on the "freezing!" and reductlon of military budgets. We
are not unaware of the arguments adduced by some about the dlfferenees in the
aeoountlng proceoures Cand” economlc systems of the parules prrmarlly 1nvolved

We grant that 1t may be dlfflcult but we refuse to berleve that’ that obstacle,

b" o

1 ¥ndeed it fe real is insurmountable.” There would be no better demonstratlon'
ey serlousness of purpose than formally to agree to freeze the mllltary budgets
and to make substantlal reductions in them,

There ' would also appear to be considersble common ground in the packages o
provosed by the GWO nuclear 81des in respect of measures o prevent war by
aUIP“lSG attack and so on, We believe that. the Commlttee could conce ntrat
this w1Gh proil and see 1f the unwrapplng of those packages would not y:eld
some fTUlt.‘@ '

An aareemert to prevent the further prollferatLon of nuclear weapons 1s ‘an
ever—obv1ous neoessrty, and every moment of deLay 1ncreases both tne dlfflcuity
of reachlng such an agreement and the dangér that more countrles w1ll acqulra o
control of those weepons. As it is, we have 5reat dlffloulty in deallng w1th the
present nuclear monster. The hydra—headed monster whlch would result if a non—“
dlssemlnatlon acreement were not reached would daunt us more if not overpower ;
us, and we have no Spenserran magic weapons to aid us in our flsht We should
therefore address ourselves more serlously to thlS task by conoentratlng upon
it and upon the other prom:Lsrncr msasures in as order]y a manner as oossrble, to'
see whether the des1red accord could not be reached We feel that these three g
measures appear to offer some prospect of early agreement, and therefore we

should tackle them in a realistic and orderly manner in our discussions-this

" .gession.
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Wé"ﬂévéﬁéwéﬁéfwés"humanity to move forward and to achieve something
: subs@antigl;phis‘xean,f3Me¢havg;a;duty=toﬁmatch the progress -made -by science and
teghnology;with.a~Qogresﬁquing;pqliticél,maturity,,ﬂpn,~as¢¢he‘latewPresident -
Kennedy -declared at: the United Nations on 20 September 1963: .-
"Never before-has man had such eapabity to :control his own-.
- i«epvironment. -~ te end -thirst and hunger -— to conquer poverty and-disease =-
to banish illiteracy and massive human misery. We have the power - to make .-
‘.?this'the-best-generation of mankind in tﬁe-history of the world %e or
~..to make it “the last," . (4/PV;1209, provisional, p.28).

r. LUKANOV (Bulgarla) (t“ansla jon from R0551an) . First -of .@1l;.allow

‘me to welcome you, Mz, Chairmen, as the leader of the delegation of. your peace- .
loving countryiin- the Eighteen-Nation Committee on Disarmament, and:-also our new
4colleagugs}theirepresentativesgof the United Arab Republic, the Romanian People's
Requ}ip,:Mexico and India, ~and to wish all of you,fruitfulgaqti#ity. R

The Bulgarian delegation also wishes to express its full agreement wiﬁh
the Vi@“?ﬂ”hich appears: to be unanimous, that the Eighteen-Nation Committee on
Disarmémentmi31resuming'its work in much more -favourable conditions than ... - :
previously. One might say tThat hardly-any other body entrusted'withpéuch;a?-;;,
resporsible task-as that .of working out.a treaty on general and complete::-
disarmament has had betﬁer conditions than those existing now as we s@artwouq'.A
work.: o i _ a , , _?; -

To begln w1tb, :We. have no lack of 1nstru0u10ns or. dlrectlves._ The-last.
sesslgngof the United Nations General. Assembly addressed to our Commitvee five- .
.resolutions'(ENDC/lléi,1l7),—whicgkhaveﬂbeen,depqsited here -by the Special
Representative,of.theuSecrgtaryeGeneralg 4Beéides_the specific tasks -agsigned -
to us.by those resolutionsy. they once again point .out to us categorically-and.
with tlie utmost clarity the main .goal set before our Copmittee. Indeed, in
almost-every-one.bf those-resolut%ons, whatever specific. questions they dealt -.
W1th ‘the General: Assembly never failed to;point out to us that the Commlttee'

main obgectlve is-to. reach agreement on general and _complete- d_sarmament.i_i
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| The delegatlon of the People's Republic of Bulgaria fully sheres the
conv1ct10n of the General Assembly (A (RES(1908 QXVIII}) (ENDC/llé) that

“... general and complete dlsarmament under effectlve 1nternatlonal control

is the surest safeguard for world peace and the natlonal securlty“ and that,.
Moo manklnd demands w1th 1ncrea51ng urgency “that de0151ve measures be -taken
towards the reallzatlgn of that goal" ' Therefore, when the General Assembly '
"... calls upon the Gonference Of the Elghteen—Naulon Gommlttee o’ Dlsarmament
to resume, w1th energy and determlnatlon, its negotlatlons on- general and
complete dlsarmament" (1b1d ), the Bulgarlan delegatlon con51ders that .
~recommendatlon to be an 1mperat1ve mandate glven to' us by the 113 States

: Members of the Unlted Nations, , _ ,

. There can be no doubt that those statements and recommendatlons correctly

3 reflect the profound conV1ctnon &nd. Cclear reallzat on of the overwhelmlng ‘

‘ magoxlty of States that our Commlttee must concentrate its attention on. the o
most important and urgent problem of our times general and complete dlsarmament,
: and must redouble its efforts to brlng about a dec131ve 1mprovement in the
| negotlatlons on this problem, ‘

; It has been rightly p01rted out that 1963 prepared for: us"to ‘soms sxtent
‘a more favourable 1nternataonal atmosphere. Assertlons, which were belng ‘spread
i not .80 long ago that agreement between East and West were altogether Ampossible
have.been completely refuted n +he contrary, it has been proved that such
=_agreements, 1nclud1ng agreements an complex questlons like the cessation of -
nuclear tests, are qulte 00581ble. In 1963 the will of the peoples to 11ve in

: peace and thelr de51re to consolldate peace and to struggle to avert a thlrd
'worlo war were expressed stlll more strongly.:

Ab the resumptlon of our work there have been many new p051t1ve 1n1tiat1veS.

:frWe now have: messages, statements and prOposa_s from the most reSpons1ble leaders

,of. the great Powers, upon which- the malntenance and consolldatlon of peace depend
Cinc the first place. It is 1mpos51ble, however, not: o agree w1th the view
jlexpressed here that the more favourable atmosphere for our work at. the beginning
- of 1964 increases our- re5pon51b111ty. The easier it is'to:achieve positive -

results in our work, the more difficult will it be to justify ourselves in the
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eyes of the: peoples 1f we fall.to~ach1eve p051trve results, 1f our work advances

\.a e &

1W1th,exne351ve slowness,; and 1f ”e mark tlme as Unfortunately, has happened 1n

our prev1ous activities. - ‘ _ B _ '

‘Tet us take -as’ an example the most 1mportant questlon faclng us at present -
the questlon of ‘preparing . a. treaty on general and complete dlsarmament under i
strict: 1nternat10nal control We must note that there are favouraole changes 1n
the. presentgtion of this questlon as . well We all agree that in an era of rocket
and nucleat .weapons-this has. become the maln 1ssue. We conS1der correct the
observation:that this.is a queStlon affectlng V1tally'1mportant natlonal )
interests. That is undoubtedly so. But can we con81der that the mportance of
this problem, or even.its. complex1ty and fateful Slgnlflcance, must necessarlly’
make it a difficult problem necessltatlng an LnJustlflably long tlme for its
solution? - Whep the-most vital natlonal 1nterests are affected then, in bealf
. .of . those 1nterests, it is -necessary to expeolte a solutlon —— 1n th1s case,'a*
solution of the question of general and complete dlsarmament There is mo
doubt that the national ‘interests of all peoples W1thout exceptlon demand the
establishment of a reliable, stable and permanent peace throughout the world, .

~ If: we.are again to hear in our mldst arguments on the need for restorlng
confidence.among. States as-a prerequlslte for fa01lltat1ng and speedlng up*-an
agreement- on general and complete dlsarmament, would 1t not be more correct to
turn first of all to the; lessons of hlstory and then reply to the questlon o
whether weapons .can be of any help at all 1n establlshlng confldence among i
StatesZ It is half a century thls year since the Flrst World war began. It is
well known that that war started 1n the condltlons of a unlform soc1al and -
‘econdmic system: in the main States of that tlme, and that that dld not prevent the
© war from-breasking out. In this same year it 1s twenty—f*ve years 51nce the
beginning of the Second World War, whlch also started as a war between ‘States'with -
a uniform social and economlc system, but that agaln, d1d not prevent the war
from breaklng out. There is no ooubt that thls hard lesson of hlstory p01nts,
first of: all, to the necessity of ellmlnatlng weapons, W1thout Whlch nelther “the
first nor the:second:world catastrophe would have been pos51ble.:h" )

b
Y
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As regards confldence among States, may'we be allowed to. reiterate once more

our deep conv1ctlon that conficence would of necessity flow from the general

‘assurance that no ene wudﬁ.be able to cause harm to anybocly else because it would

be physically mnooss1ble to attack other people w1th arms: that i to say, that
l_ﬂ a dlsarmed world the GUPSthn of confidence o m‘StTqu among “tates which had

only weapons for nalntalnlng 1nte:nal olde“ would simnly not exist. If we sneak_'A

it is bhosc who are filled
with mistrust towards others who should be the first to strive to bring about

of mlstrust, witnh which the worlﬂ of today is fllled

disarrament —— that is,ia_situation in which nobody could harm anybody else for-.

the simple reason that there would be no means of harming anybody.

If we consider this question fron a formal point of view, the tighteen~ation

Commlttee on Disarmament has also evervthlno necessary fo successful WO““- it

Late

has at its dlsposal draft treaties on general and comnlete disarmament (E TDC/Q/Rev 1;

FNDC/BO and Corr, l and Add 1 and 2 and Qorr.l). In many cases particulwr

provisions of the drafts submltt ed to us come close to each other. - This has

hapaened malnly as’'a result of a series of concrete concessions made by the Soviet
Unlon in connexion w1t1 disarmament ireasures for the first stage in the field of

convehtlonal armaments, in the field of the levels of armec forces,

and so forth
%n othel cases the dllferences are not 1nsurnountable, as, for 1nstance, on tlme

llmlts or tne numerlcal strenﬂth of armies,

: Furthermole, we now have proposals whlch weaken certaln ‘well-¥nown arguments
put forward by the debatlng counttries, Tbe natu‘m of these pronosals is such that
-it may lead to mutuallV—acceptable solutions to soie of the key probleps of 4 he

|

nrogramme of general and complete dlsarmameﬁt ir FOOUW"ll and the de51re to achleve

?g reement . are manifested by all the COuntrleS. I refer to the Qraff troaty
sutritted by the delegation of the USuu at the beginning QF our Committee's work
in 1962 (2MDC/2), and the new compromise proposal which the Soviot deleﬁation

rbnltted at’ the last session of the United Mations Geperal Assembly prov1d1ng for

|

\
|
\
|
i
|
|
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the reteﬁtion of thezse—called imuclear pmbreila" Until the end of the disarmament.
process (&/pV-IZOS lefevisional;'p 71). This proposal, renders groundless the
Western Powers! obJectlons in conmexion w1th the ellnlnetlon of the means of delivery
of nuclear weapons and the elimination of the nuclea danger in tHe 1n1t1al stage
of the dlsa?mahent nrocess.  averyone who hao had the nossibility of following the
lengthy.diseussiehs on that problem in ouf_gomm;ttee caﬂ.be sure of thls. ALl
the fears ahd objections exnfessed by the'Festerﬁ deleeations ceuld now be eaeily
removed. Tiic fesult of this would be the roachlnv of agrecment on ag"excebtienally
important questlon in the field of nucle r dlsarmament. |

The Bulgarian avlegatlon holds the view— and the dlSCUSSlonS at the
eighteenth session of the United Natlons General ssembly have snown that many

countries share it — that the Soviet Union's Uroposal ‘opens up to the Committee

" an exty enely favourable opoortunlty to brlng about a rad1caJ change in the

negotiations on general and coleete disarmament, which is now justifiably exaected

by everyone in connexion w1th the more favourable international atmosphere. -7

have not yet heard from the “festern Power whether they agree or disagree with
the latest Sovict prooosal, nor have we heard any rejection of it, or any
ev1ﬂeﬁce that fbr some reason or. another, 1t does .not suit them. . In any case
the Sov1et pronosal should be dlscussc with the greatest attention, and we-
have no doubt that our Committee will devcte to it all the necessary time and
attention. e hope . to hear the opinion of our colleagﬁee of the “"estern
delegations on this most important cuestion, and we should like to believe that

their opinion will be positive,  This will enable the{Committee-to set about-

preparing a treaty:on general and complete disarmament in a more resolute manner.

I should like.to emphasize .once more the. following

The Bqlgarianldelegation regards the.nroparation of a draft treaty on
general ané complete ulsafmament under strict international control not only as the
most. important and essential part of the worl of the Eighteen-lNation Gommittee,‘

but also as a realistic and feasible task. Lo other cuestions, however useful

they may be, should deflect us from accomplishing that task,
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Of course, we realize the usefulness of reaching agreement on other cuestions

as well, including those which in themselves do not relate to disarmamént, because
" those gquestions might help, first, to reduce tension in international relations;

ES

secondly, to avert or at least to resduce the risk of an armed conflict breaking
out; and, thirdly, to speed up'the'solution of fhe nroblem of general and complete
disarmament in an improved political atmosphere.

_3Any'agreément which would help us to achieve geﬁefal andlcomplete disarmament
is to be welcomed. At the begirminz of this session the Soviet delegation listed
(EEDC/PV.lS?, pp.13 g§_§gg) a number of such possible agreemeﬁts with which we'fully
concur. The United Sﬁates delegation (ENDC/PV.l57,p;.7 et seq), and President
Johnson in his message to our Committee (W'DC/L20), have also indicated a number _ -
of similar measures. e note with satisfaction that some of the proposals of the
two great Powers coincide. This in itself is a guarantee that in\thetnear.
future the Eightéen—Nation Committee will be able to prbposé to the world new
- steps towards improving the world situation. e do not intend at the present
stage to enumerate all these "collateral measurest according to their degree of
importance. Obviously it would be more correct to start with those that ar
most prepared anc ripe for solution. = Perhaps in the course of ocur work there
will be established, with the help of the Committee's co-Chairmen, a »rocedure
for the consideration of these prowosals. B '

e hope, in particular, that the Uniteé States delegation will agree to
'hg‘discussion at the present sessign of such an ilmportant proposal as that of
concluding_a_non—aggression pact between the “arsaw Tfeaty States and the NATO
States (ZNDC/77). So far we have not heard a single valid objection to the .
substance of this proposal. ©On the other hand, in public opinion (and even
among prominent political leaders) in all cowntries, including those in the “est,
this proposal,. as is well known, is meeting with ever—increasing support. In
the communiqué (ENDG/101) adopted by the three greathowers which were the
initiaters of the Moscow Treaty they undertook to wOrk-'owards a positive solution
of this question ——that is, the conclusion of & non-aggression pact between the

two largest military groups in the world and the only possessors of nuclear wespons,
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whose armed‘forces;are”in direct contact at the most sensitive poinﬁs in the world,
It has been recognized therefore, that the conclusion of such a pact would

be very Useful .and would create a much better atmosphere and -conditions for _
rcachlnﬂ .other agreements, and.first of all for the- .conclusion of-a treaty on -
general and complete disarmament. - Hardly anyone of us will claim that such a
pact should be'ooncluded in our Committee, The greater nart of the so-called
Ucollateral measures' which we are discussing and shall continue to discuss here
are:of- such a nature that their adoption is not possible within thefframework.of
the Eighteen-Nation Committeée. ~ The same applies,. with no less reason, to a
treaty on general.and complete - disarmament. ' ‘

" But our Cormittee has the ‘task and the mahdate of working out draft agreements
on a1l those questions.  The Cormittes would fulfil that task if it discussed’ the
substance of, and workec out,'a draft pact of non—aggreesion between the aforesaid
two military groups, For this purpose there.has'been placed at our'disposal a
draft treaty which we can and should consider, approve‘as a draft, and recomnend
to all the States concerned. Therefore the argument that the ﬁlﬂhteenrNatlon ‘
Committee is not a suitable forum for the discussion of this question should be
withdrawm; because; as we have said before, the same argument can be.put Forward
in regard to all "collateral measures!, as well as in regard to the whole of the
work of our Committee. »

The delegation of the Peoole’s Pepublic of Bulgaria onJﬂ like’toiwelcome.ésna
good omen for 195 the decision of ‘the )ov1et Goverument to reduce its mllltary
budget, and the readiness sf the .Government of tﬁe Unltec States to do the same in . -
*its own country. Both Govermments of the great Powers have shown a good example'in'
“the field of curbing the armaments race which‘might well be imitated. That example
_gives us hope that the Eighteen-Hation Committee will in the near future oe iu”a
pasition to recommend, as collateral méasures, the reduction of military budgets and
the reduction of armed forces, as well as other measures for lessenlng the ‘danger of
the outbreak of an armed confllct, and in particular the dande; oP the outbreak of a
nuclear war, through the creatlon of nuclear—free zones, 1nclud:.ncr zones in Central

4

, Europe, ‘Northern Europe, the Mediterranean ‘and the Balkans, -
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Where.nuclear weapons are concerned, the Bulganian delegation cannot
agree with the view that such weapons could oe glven to those forces which de -
not now possess them, under the cloak of so—called Umulti-nationality",

A% present Tour great Powers possess these weatons. We think mankind is

now faced with the important task of ensuring that nobodj uses. these weapons,
that in the near future nobody should possess them, +hat their manufacture

" should cease, that they should be destroyed, and that nuclear energy should .-
be used for peaceful purposes. In no case should these weapons be '
disseminated where there are not any at pfesent. No "multi-nationality™ can
justify the dissemination of nuclear weapons 6er their being made available

to anyone else.

Since at the-.outset of our discussion some delegations dealt with the
question of the procedure and method for the future work of the Committee,
the Bulgarian delegation reserves the right to spesk in greater detail on these
imﬁortant questioné in due course, Procedure, of course, iS'véry important for
our work, but it can also delay it, in anj case, to traﬁsform the Eighteen—
Nation Cemmittee into -a bédy spending most of.its time diséussing technicél
details which have not been called for by previous agreement in principle
cannot be régarded as_usefulQ We hope that proposals in this regard will take
into account this unquestionably correct statement,

The Eighteen-Nation Committee on Disarmément has started its new sessiah
under conditions which enable 1t to set about fruitful work, 1964, which has
just started, will be a year of useful peaceful bcglnnlngs, such as the
forthcoming World Conference-.on Trade and Development, The peoples of the whole
world have welcomed the New Year in with the noble initiative tf the greatest
fighter for peace, N.S, Khrushchev, with his proposal to eliminatelwar as a
means of settling territorial disputes between States, In Bulgaria the Soviet

Premier's preposals have met with full approval.
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The Bulgarian public greeted with deep Satiéfaction'the decision eipresSGd
by the President -of the United States, rresident Johhson, to continue in
internationallrelations-t@e pelicyfwhich the late President Kenﬁedy.made so
many?efforts to establish — a policﬁ aimed at improving thé.international |
atmosphere, = B |

QOur people.are deeply conv1nced that the pr1nc1ples of peaceful
co-exlstence, ‘on whlch thé foreign policy of the . soclallst countrles 1s based,
will meet with ever-increasing recognition. This is a pre-requisite for
achieving substantial,andilasting results in the struggle -of the peOples'
for dlsarmament and peace,

We members of the Eighteen-Nation Commlttee on Dlsarmament should also A
make every effort to help our own Gevermments and all other governments of the

world to find as speedily as possible a practical-way towards a stable peace.

The Conference decided to issue the following communigue:

.
"Phe Conference of the Eighteen-Nation Committee on Disarmament
today held its 159th plenary meeting in the Palais dgs Nations,
Geneva, under the Chairmahship“of H.E.Anbagsador A.Agede, repfesentative
of Ethiopia. .
'"Statemants were made by the fepreéentatives'df Romania,'Nigéria
. and Bulgaria, _
.'ﬁThe next‘meetinngf the Conference will Je held on Tuesday,. o
28 January 1964, at 10,30 a.m." -

The meeting rose at 11.40 a.m.




