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I. INTRODUCTION

1. “Four years since the adoptioii-of the Lagos Plan of KéﬁiOn, thé basic picture
i Africa today is still a siinple one. whilst aevelopmant (1n the sense of the
progressive réalization in quality aud quantity of posentlalltles of all kinds)

is very slowly taking'place, econdmic: growsh (uham ‘i8 incréases in the physical
output of goods and services 1o meet the neeas of the wass of the people) appears
to. be.not only slowing down but forvarious reasons, frozen in colonial aid neo-
colonial patberns mad fail to reéflect any sense of African self-awareness or sense
of auvtonomous Girection.

2. Ii 1980, African Heads of State and Govermment, meeting in Iﬂ#OS, at a

Special Swinit of ne Qrganization of Af*lcan Unity recoguized the funuamenmal
importence of scieice and teonnolOQy in promotlng the economic and 3001al
developaent” of their dountries., Thqy, therefore, formally aaoptec a Plan of

Action to mobilize science and techmology as vital instruments for + the development
of Africa, Within the framewori of his plan, they assigued a specific role to the
0AU, im co-operation with théjECn{‘tO monitor the 1nplcmentam10n of the Lagos Plan
ofi:iction, In this connectlon, the Secretariats of the 0AU aud EGA (in co~operation
~with all relevant organléailons oberating in Africa) at vwrlous times have developed
programines geared towards the sireigtiening of ﬁailoaal techaolOchal capacities,
ihcreasing the awarenesd’of +the 1mporbanoe of science’ mo tacnnology in socio-
econtonic development aSDlTaulOﬂS, evaluation of the impact of uew and emerging
techmologies in the cevelopment gsplratlon of the continent aud development of
technolozies suited to African conditions.

3. The ldmited socio~teclino~ceondmic prOOrammes/prOJecﬁ anuar ced upoil by African
states in an attempt to attain the objectives of the Lagos Plan of Abtion are
restricted mainly, to the urban areas. One characteristic common to almost all
African countriesis bthe dispersal of population -~ up to 807 of {he i gopvlauloq
.live in the rural areas, but it is to-this- part of the COLME”J that vcrv llttle
‘attention is paid in all socio--economic deVelopment activitieés. Selfurellant and
self-sustained development as is called for in ¥he Lagos Plan of Aotlon, in reality,
camiot De realised without adequate-and: proper intezration of tne rural populatlon
in the development process, = -

4 It is quite apparent that the actual potential of most African countries lies
in the rursl areas. The activities carried out or ; practiced in the rural areas
are; however, termed 'informal!. To this end, thus coustitutes the 1pformal sector,
wliose economic activities are not classified ir ovornmenc statistics and “whose
skill reguirements are not provided for in ‘national manpower plans. One should also
take iuto consideration-informal educstion, ise. that form of education which
pertains to learning that goes on outside the formal provision of the Ministries
of Educelbtion. These call attention to important activities in which a large pro--
portion of the populatlon, particularly those in the rural and suburban areas, are
involved, which were, and are, still largely outside the main stream of economic
activities in most African countries. -
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Se It is appreciated in the Lagos Plan of Action, and continentally, that the
creative spirit. OL_mhe people st be encourageo at all levels,.which means that
:effort must be madé to 1essen pronrees1vely that gap between manugl and intellectual
work and the dlohotoay between the rural and urban areas., - This calls for the
5reokon1ng with our ancient namlonaT culture aué gcthe 1uvolvement and participation
foy tne masses in the control of bhe produotlve Drocessc

6y From the’ Afrlcan polnt of v1ew, therefore, the 1nLorma1 sector is the vehicle
for the solv1ng of tlhe attendant problems a53001ateo with wnemployment and under—
employment and avert or retard the increasingly serious process of dls;ntegratlon of
rural llfe follow1ng out mi drathuu :

1

1

Ts “frother nroolem of v1ual 1mvortance in ‘the acceleraied autalnmenm of the
obgectlves of the Lavos Plan of Actlon 1s the' lack of organlzeu societies,
orpanlvablons or as5001at10us - sc1ent1f10, englaeerlna and youth socities:
in Afrlca, '

8:" Tn the Lagos'Plah of Act*dn 1» 1s stamed Fo,ea We are consclous of the
tremendous effort which w111 be reculred of us,'1n61v1dua11y and .collectiyely, to
attain the goals we have sem for ourselves in these documents, We are. confldent
that we have the aetermloailon to overcome the. ODSbacleS thai may lie 1n our path
and that our Orﬂanlzatlon and its General Secretwrlat will be able to enlist the
actlve support of the 1nterngtlonal communliy as well as of the relevant inter—

national organizations." (OAU 1981)

9. Scientific, Bngineering and Youth Societies that are the real motivating force
behind o well concerted and organized development procéss>in a country;.can play a
‘major role in this process by ut11121n¢ the blueg-print that is the. Lagos Plan of
Action, The Plan gives them a well thought—out framework within which to operate.
'Pridritv areas in sectors of food, eouoatlon,neal*h communication, indusiries,
natural resources exploratlon, energJ, bou81ng and rural development, are all high-
llgﬂted and strateﬂles for aevelopment suggested., It is essential to.ventilate
the plan to awaken the 1nterests of research and developmenh institutions, government
and non«government ornanlzatlons, all working in the field to help the development
process, There are certain fields of study and research that have to be undertaken
as a priority. The aevelopment of infrastructure for science and fechnology base,
the establlshment 1mprovemenu and strengtheﬁlna of 1ocal production; capacity, the
Ffinancing of those activities and the scope for reblonal and sub-regional co-
‘operation in order to enhaite ‘the development process, have all been outlined with
ufficient aehalls to enable African countries 1o ﬁrapple with these problems.
Sclentlflo amd.Egnlneerlng Sodieties can hl*hl; ht these issues and help tie
deveIOpment lnStlbuthuS to align their act1v1t1es in a concerted way. .-
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1L, THE PROBLEMS AND CONSTRAINTS TO THE ACHIGVEMENT OF THE OBJECTIVES

10, In Africa, in recenty years, difficult., ecqnomlc clrcumstances-compounueu by
the urougnt s1iuamlon prevailing in most of, the continent, have greatly limited
'countrJ efforts to acquire and adopt Lecnnologlec and o oulla.up the -essential
technoloplcal 1nfras1:ructure° Furthermore, indiwidual oquntrles fave been wn—
able to fully utilize and benefit from the technlcal research and. innovation
taﬁlng place world—w1ae, often by non-governmental organizations and .in the private
sector for varlous reasons 1nclud1ng restrictive trade practices by developed
countries and mulrlﬁatlonal corporations, .the 1nab111ty 1o negotiate technology
transfer, lack of adequate man-power, the reverse transfer of technology etc.
S : IR e i
11;;. In aadltlon, sclenoe and technology, possess a remark ble and. dncreasing
number of internal and external features which affect inter—alia the abgorption
and diffusion of endogenous development, There is, therefore, a much felt need
not only for a cloge monitoring of such challenging developments but also for
brinﬂing African inéichts,'oxperience and the oontinent‘sPG“ception of its needs
to bear on the interpretation given to these questions and on the appropriate
response necessary to meet these. challenges. This is papticularly important since
the current content and direction of Science and Techunology Development sppear to
be heavily dominated by needs and interests largely external to the region.

12, As ﬁéﬂfioned eérlier, it is. now four years since the adoption of the Lagos
Plan of Action and still there is a distinct lack of awareness agbout its main
jth¥u$¢,”amids¢“the populqtiono :

QiB,_ On the part of the. policy makers, there *s.an anparenf lack. ofy full awareness
to the need for a planned, co-ordinated implementation of .science and technology
activities, Hence, the programmes ctc. described in the Lagos Plan of Action are
very, rarely even mentioned in national development plans and as a. result, in. pre-
paration of natlonal.buﬂaet provisions are rarely made for science, and technology
act1v1t1es°

~dde In view of the Tact that the maJorlty of the Afrloan populailon live in the
rural areas, more attentloﬂ should be paid to this group, of people particularly, in
?tne de31gn1ng and, fundln of national projects andfp;ogrammes,é,th;g,;smhpweyer
usually not the: case.:. Ualike the. formal sector, capital for.establishing rural
or informal sector enterprises are generally hard {o come by. Initial capital is
- generally attained from savings through wage ‘employment and in- some cases supplemented
by _bhorrowings frém;nglaiivea}and'friends,'bu% usﬁglly.notﬁfrom governments or: banks.
~Activities. in. the-seétor based on. individual knowlefige and competeirce: deside-the
extent. of customer: patronageo: anenship,of,thg“entérprise&isxiﬂ‘the hands of people
Awno.hggzgever had the opportunity: of - formal training and. had acquired the: trade under
mgsiers as .apprentices, Both the master and apprentice rauk iv-terms of -education,
frou: stark illiterates to poorly.educabeds . Investment in an informal sector
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enterprise is very limited and hence there is a marked difference even in the
training method from the formal sector. Raw materials wtilized by the sector are
malnly obtained from the Iormal sector in the form of scraps through recycling and
recuperamlon from varoape eth; Harket outlet for the goods and services produced
by the seétor is very llmlteda'“The wormlnb_env1r0ﬂment which inclpdes:sanitation,
'1nfrastructure eLo. is very poor, r"here is ne~1 ct by the uovernments in that
usually technolonlcal aot1v1t;es 01 the perl—urban and rural areas are not included
in most” develonnen+ plans and government statistics records, Wanagement problem in
the 1nforma1 sector is notloeable at first s1ght= Iﬁ addlulop, ‘there is aHlack of
Drotectlon for 1ndusnr1es of the rural areas - 1nformal secnoru : o

15. In ada:tlon, there is a marked lack of goodwill, for the moblllzatlon of funds
at the nailonal level by the government, 3001et1ee etc. for s01ence and technology
‘activities.

16, In view of the loug standing 'p101tailonary advantage of Trans—nailonal firms
in Africa, oine” ‘would have e;pectea them to be, -more 1nvolved in local Research and
Development act1v1t1esq It is quite dpparent however, that theJ oonbrlnuie very
little" to training, Research and Development and fuadlng of teohnoloncal act1v1t1es
locallyo

ITI. ACTIVITIES BY OAU/ECA WITH RESPECT TO THE MANDATE
' ENSHRIVED oy THE LAGOS PLAN Oh ACTION '

17. The Organization of African Unity and the Economic Commission for Africa

in their various activities, seek to compllment individual country efforits and to
assiglt science and technology bodles in A1r1ca bo take full advarta e of oppor tunities
in teohnology development

18. ‘"0§er the past few'ﬁears, the OAU and LCA have_embéfked‘on the mobilization of
‘all available potentials towards the provision of the ncessary support to national
institutions so as to enable them to carry out their work in the priority sectors
outlined 1n the Lagos Plan of Acﬁlon,‘ In llne with the prlorltles outllned in the
Lagos Plan’ of Aotlon, therelore, the on o;nw wct1v1tle~ of the two Secretarlats are
centred maluly around: the uevelopment of nanlonal capacity, the reduction of ore

and post-harvest losses in food productlon, provisiou of basic leeds, partlcularlyto
the rural ponulatlon, and the produotlon of energy, partloularlJ from new ‘and renewable
gources, . o

19, The Sole aim of the pro ramme outlxhed above is. to 1ntefrate natlonal efforis
into re sional and submreéloﬂal strabe jes and sunported by international co-operation
to coustitute a viable basis from ‘which to coufront the challenges L&Olﬂg the African
continent in the medium and 1ong term, To this end, the OAU ahd ECA have re—orlenued
their efforts in order “to ensure'self—sulxlclenoy for food in the rewlon, sufflclent
and’ enough clean water, adeq uate ‘housing and aealvh facllltles, energy in approprlaue
forms, avallabllltj of the basic ‘infrastructures and facilities in educatlon,
transport and communications in the region and by so doing, the amelioration of the
‘economic malaise faced by almost the entire continent.
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20, In appreciation of the fact that the world is in a period of extremely rapid
technological change and that many of these chauges are already beginning to have
far-reaching impact on the Affican continent: coupled with thé increasingly inter-
dependedt nature of the global economic and political sysfem, the O0AU and ECA have
embarked on activities that wéuld facilitate the early identification aid assessment
of new scientific and techmological development which may adversely affect the
development process as well as those which may have speolflc and potenmlal ‘
importance for that process and for strengthening the sScientific and technological
capacities of the African continent.

IV. . POSSIBLE VIABLE PROGRAMMES/ACTIVITIES FOR ACCELERATED
ATTATNMENT OF THE OBJECTIVES OF THE LAGOS PLAN OF ACTION

21, The purpose of this paper is, in the mdin, to present a realistic appraisal

and programmes to be undertaken in the medium and long térm so as to ensure an
accelerated aiualnment of the objectives of the Lagos Plan of Action and the Final
Act of Labos, now in its fifth year, In this contection, it is appreciated that
the Chapter on science and technology is the longest and the programme elements
highlighted are nuinerous and efforts dre, thersfore, concéntrabted on the development
of viable programmes for implementaiion, say, within the next five years or so.

N T
AUE AN I Y

22. Oue of the-greatest factors that determine the Hature, cours\ axid direction
of the present gloval economic structure is the advarce that arP belng made in
science and technology.  fThe developmenms in science and techmolony are destined
- to accelerale économic growih, social Drogress, ‘changzes ii present economlc, gocial
and political structures and unified system on ‘a global scale, In order to ensure
an acceleragted attaiument of the objectives of the Lagos Plan of Action and the
Final Act of Lagos, it is imperative that atd ention be focused ‘on the provision of
assistance to member States in the formulablou of hational tecnnolo gy policies and
plans as-a component of a strategy for technolowlcal transformailon of each member
counttry, in line with its particular economic aid social requlrene nts, and short,
‘medium and long term development obJeot:Lvesv Such a focus would zero in on the
execution of projects geared inter alia to the development and demonsrratlon of
technolowles suitable particularly £or” rural areas in Africs (51406 major 1mpormance
‘is altached on the potentials of the Afridan rural population and the need to promote
wtheir productive capacities through the use of appropriate %eohnoldgies), ‘the
reduction of pre-and post-harvest losses in food, the generation and utilization
of renewable forms of energy, the formulation and application of technology policy
and planning as called for in the Lagos Plan of Action, ‘Howéver, there is need to
re—emphasize the fact that in all these activities, the spirit of tlie need for
;attainment of self-reliance and self-sustained development by national governments
should be adegquately displayed, particularly in the consideration of their national
development plans and in the selection of national priorities especially in the fact
of financial austerity measures, and the crisis situation due to drought and famine
faced by many African countries.
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23, Within the time frwme oeln; considered and talking into account all the
possible variables, concentration of the elaboration and implementation of the
three gub-gectors of the Lagos Plan of ACthu listed below would accelerate the
attalnment of +the objectives of the Lagos Plan of Action.and would, in addition,
reflept the urgency required in confronting the present problems of the continent
with a realistic approach which will bring meaningful. solution to the:needs of
the majority of the African population. e L '

24 . The elaboration of activities emanaiing from these areas and modalities for
implementation . are contalned in-the "Reports of the Inter—govérnmental Committee
for Science and Teohuolovy Developmeat" and "OAU/UVPSSTED project documents and

related documents on “Launching the Implementation of the Lagos Plan of Action.”

" (a) §¢ience and'Téchnology Development

(v) " Basic needs (fooo and amrlouliure, fores_ry, health, waier, hous1ng
and environment) S :

(c). Iﬁ&us%ry.includingAenergyf transport and communication.

250' For meaningful development based on the above-mentioned three subject areas,
horizontal issues such as specific needs for science and technology development
e.%. science and techho7ogJ infrastructure . and poliey and plan formulation, the
cn01ce, acqu1s1tlon and transfer.of technology, cevelopment of human resources
for sciengce and technology, financing, scientific and technological- 1nfbrmat10n,
1nura~Afr10an aad Thlrd 4br1€ Co~operation must be considered.. o :
26 The llfeullne fqr acceloracva aitalnmenh of uhe obJectlves of" the Lagos
Plan of Acmlon is the tralnlng of adequate maupower at all levels to meet the -
1mmea1aie heeds of member S+a,tes0 The basic argument here is thal-human
rosources pOllCJ should, be. carrleg with exploiting the national take up pool.:

In the past tralnlnv was based on the attainment of paper gualification. syndrome,
Tralnlnb alone is not vood enouwh the proper enviroument to encourage the -

tralneu manpower to stay and work im their country should be developed .and, in addition,
1ncent1ves should be oreated to enoourage graduates to return and work in their countries

2(,, The subJect of lenouhy dlscuss1on at a wmeetiny of the African Regional Centre
for Solepoe and Technology and United Nations Financing System-for Science and’
Technology for Develoomeno in Italy in Hovember 1984 was that of collection of
techn010ﬂy data processing, information and-dissemination of useful informatioil

to users at all levels. .This has. resul%ed'in the development of project

documents which are ourrently being finaglized. There is, however, in addition,

the need to urfently conSLGer the reverse flow of information from the grass-—

roots to. plannersu
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28,. . Food preservation, procéssing, storage and tresdsportation technologies in
the face of: the"current’ dbverall economic sitnaﬁiohfpféﬁdiiinb in Africa is
another prlorlmy sector for accelerated implementation of thie objectives of the
Lagos Plan of Action. Th;s'would include:

(a) development of small-scale food processing plamts for rice parboiling
and milling, milling and docortication of sorghum, millet etc. and beverage
“manufacturing;
" (b)  solar cells for water pumping/irrigation schemes;

(c) biogas generation and utilization, improvement in ooohing stove design,
use of fast growing trees and plantsi"identified and successfully tried in affore-
- station projects in other: developlﬂg ‘countries with similar ollmatlc condlﬁlons9

(a) solar eneray utilization — driers, stills, heamers, cookers eto,=w

(e) building materials, bricks, building boaros, utlllsatlon of agricultural
and industrial wastes and by-products; SR :

(£) mass—medla campalﬁns to educate the public on simple and effective methods
of reducing food wastages;

(g) setting up of approprlaie institutional machinery;

(h) promotlon of new methods of food 3rebcrvat10n, drying, storage, pest
',conurol ‘and processmb research 1nfrastruobure development and 1ncenclves o,
”fooc prod.ucers7 : :

(i) transportailon facllltles with low-cos 5% vehlcles,

(J) training of the requisite manpower for food loss oontrol through
workshops and,semlnars organized axvsuo—reglonal and reglonal.levelsa

'290 Identlflcatlon of Lechnologles, 1nst1tutlons and industries.in food, energy
_and for tralnlng of women; - ‘particularly those that are of 'direct application %o the
‘ifrican continent. -

30. . The informal sector is of potential value to most African governments with
respect to reductlon of unemployment and training; yet ¢t is at the same™ime.
neglected by most goverﬁments. ‘Assistance to the iuformal sector and rural techu
nology in Africa and the possible- integration of the informal sector into dhe
formal production sector should be serlously considered, The change being ..,
recommended, should includes - ‘ '

(a) Designing of national policies with objectives of:

(1) .fpéding inpﬁts into the pfoduétive.sectors;

(ii) enhancing training through improved on-the~job-training}
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(i1i) closing or narrowing the gep befween the rural and urban areas
thereby a851st1ng w1in the. . rrcst or. rural—urnan drlfb?

e

“(iv) mlnlmlzlng or amellorailb » the unemoloymenr Sltuatlon°

(v) ensuring the adequate utilization of national human and natural
resources,
w_(b) The gamut of policies should ensure the 1mprovemeni of apprenmlceshlp
system, institutional support, access to credit, market and infrastructures,’

favourable policy enviromment including improved linkages with the formal sector,

(e). leen the present coiicern for rural~urban drift, effort shoula;be made to
.promote noi~agricultural employment in the rural areas. Such a polichwoeld'not
only slow down the growth of the urban informal sector but also pave the way for
rural industrialization.

(d) * Trade testing,.training and trade certification unlrs with the re—
spon510111mv of enforcing national minimum technical ouallflcatlon for re~1stram10ﬂ
and labour employmen cond;tlous -and standards should be established.

(e) Policies should be developed o encourage the small scale enuerprlses to
organize themselves and pool their resources with -a view to’ obtalnlng credit, raw
materials and 1mport llcense y the creation of special branch.within existing
development baziks’ for the 1nforma] sector; prov131on of free or . subsidised credity
liberal import llcenses and subsidies on essential materials and equipment;
exploitation of joint venture possibili%ies; provision of managerial and techuical
training facilities and marketing assistance. e L -

31, Water, togemher with lanu, sub~301l wealth and human beings is one of the
major and basic natural resources on which each individual govermment should plan
the harmonlous economlo development for its survival and progress. Siice water is
1nalspensable o man, anlmals and plants, lt oonstltutes -automatically the llmltlng
Ffactor %o such development

324 In Afrlca of late, annual varlailoqs in rainfall are relatlvely large and
“the ralnlall is often erratlc, resulting in the current drought situation being
ererlenced The 1ack of strong hyarometeorologzoalseTV1ces has been brought. fo
1ight by the recent 1ong drought in most African. countries which served as a -
sharp reminder to the extent ‘o waich production in agriculture and livestock- .
reariﬁg”and humea activities in general depend on weather and cllmaie»xg;a;

33. A high priority should therefore be given to a better understanding of
rainfall distribution in particular and to weather and climate in general.
Training of menpower in this sector should be stepped-up. Goals for this sector
should bes -
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(;) better understanding of weather.and climate;

(ii) provision of drinking water in sufficient quantity and good quality

throughout each country in order %o raise health stangards.of the
‘ populat10n°‘*‘ '
“(iii)'_s;noe fundameumal to the ooal of socio-economic development of most

' African countries is the attainment of a significant boost to
agricultural production which in. curn, very largely depends on the
development of national water resources, there is need to make naximum
use of surface and ground-waber resources both for 1rr10arlou and
domestlc purposes, 1nclud1nﬂ 11vestock, '

(iv) promotlng the most relevant use of avallaole water resources and to
improve and maintain their quality.

34s7  Technology and its development is a very dynamlc process and the AIrlcan
continent cannot help but get involved in this’ process Technological development
within and without the continent has a direct implication on the socio-economic
development of the continent. It was against this‘background that the O0AU, ECA,
UNIDO, UNFSSTD and some other international organisations organized a meeting in
October 1984, in Mbabane, Swaziland, to review the iﬁpaot of new and emerging
technologies on the development aspiratiouns of the African continen® within the
context of the Lagos Plan of Action. The meeting. considered various sectors
such as miocroelectronics, ﬁelecommunloat1cns, biotechnology, énergy and remote:
sensing and developed several recommnendations, including the need for an "alert
System" or “Advance Warning Sysitem" to develop the readiness of the African
conmtinent to such changes. ‘ ‘

V. SUPPLEMENTARY SUPPORT FROM INTERNATIONAL
ORGANIZATIONS, MULTI-NAZIOLNAL DONORS AND
© COMION STAND FOR AFRICA AT TWTERNATIONAT
NEGOTIATIONS

35, Despite the call in the Lagos Plaii of Action for the atualnment of selr—
sustained development and self—sulflclency, Afrlca canao» underuane the development
objectives laid down in the Lagos Plan of Actidh in isolation, The international
commmity have a vital role to play in assisting: Africa to attain these obJectlves,
It was against this background thai the recent Rome, Italy meetlng was organlzea
and specific pleg was made to the infernational community and donors to ass1st the
continent in Levelopment of the following priority seciors:

(i) Information, Exchange Network in Food Technology;

(ii) Co-operative Research and Development Programme for Production and
Processing of Staple Foods in the African Regiong

(iii) Strengthening of Consuliing Capacities in Agro-Indusﬁries, Food
Technology and Hnergy; ‘
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(iv) Strengthening and/or establishing of Training Lipnks and Chairs
in Energy and Food Technologzy.

36, It may-be recdlled tlhat the Interim Fuand for'Sciencé"and Technology for
Development, now knowu as the United Hations Pinancing System for Science and
Technolovy Development as established against the background that Africa has
the n¢ghest concentratlon of least developed countries and is the least developed
cqntlnenp, Africa stanus to benefit the greate3u from the coptinued existence

‘of UNFSSTD, especially since 4u% of the fund should in principle be channelled

- fowards hhe developmeht of 801eaoe and teohnoloay in Afrlca,, Negotiations for

the survival of the System are now in a very crltlcal state and since such a

fund could be a vital instrument in the accelerated attaiament of the objectives
. of the Lagos. Plan of: Action,. the African contlnent should: -

(a) Eahance its partlclnablou in the uegotlatlons pertaining to the URFSSTD
(and similar negotiations for science and technolo gy development);

(b) Accept to pay toikken contributions according to each country’s abllliles
to the Fund as an ezpres31on of good—w111 apd interest in the survival of-the Fund;

(c) Ensure that. the continent. isadeqiately represented at all pollcy—maxlng
organs- in the Fuad;

(d) Ensure that W1th the assistance of the OAU and ECA, an African Common
p031t10n on all issues to be dlscussed durlng the negotiations is'adopted prior. to
the neﬁot1am10ns° ‘

( ) -Special effort should he made to reorient training of's01ence and
technology manpower through cooordinated programmes in schools, oolleves and,
universitvies;

(f) Strengthening of act1v1t1es of NEIDA (“etlonle of Educamlonal Innovatlon
and Development for Afrle) and ANSTT ANSTI (African Network of Science and
Technology Institutions);

(8) Organization of seminars and workshops for technical staff, deans and
rectors on curricula.development, low cost- school science equlpment better
management of educational and Rural and Development 1nstl‘butlons

(my) Assistande to memner S%aies in harmonizing their national policies .on .
“atbers of 501enceighd Technolo gy at sub-regional and _regional levels and a-
harmonlzed system of exchange and dissemination of research experiences and .
results.’
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VI. CONCLUSION

3. Accelerated attainment of the objectives of the Lagos Plan of Action and
the Final Act of Lagos in the sector of science and technology can only he
realised if member States accord the highest priority required for strengthening
mechanisms or machineries for co-ordinating activities in this field, where such
bodies already exist, or for esitablishing such bodies where they do not exist.
The intersectoral nature of scieunce and technology mekes it essential that such
co-ordinating bodies e established and encouraged,





