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1. Resolut i on 217 (III) of t he General Assemb~v r eads in part : 

2 • . 

c. 
TEE FATE OF Mn10RITIES 

"The G.eneral Assembly, 

"ConetQering that the United Nations ce.nnot remain indifferent to the 

fate of :.minorit~es; 

·. · ~considering tha t it ie difficult. to adopt a Ul}iform sol ution of this 

. cQtt~plex a nd del i cat~ q,ueetion~ which .has epee ial a s pects in each State in . 

which 1 t e.ris~s, . 

"Consider ing the universal character of t he Declar ation of Hu!DL1.n Righ'lte, 

"Decides not to deal in a s pecific pr ovision with the question of 

minorities in.the t ext of this Declarat i on; 

"Refers to the Economic e.."ld Social Council the text-s submitted by the 
. . ' 

del egations of t he Union of Soviet Sociali~t Re'[lublics, Yug0elavia. and 

Denmark on this subject c on1;air.ed in eocu~t<ent A/ C .3/ 3.Cf7 /Rev . 2, and r equests 

. t~e. Council to a s.k the GGlmmission on Hu:n.;.:1 Rights and t he Sub-Commission on 

t he Prevention of Discriminat~on end the P.rot ect.ion of Minorities t o make 

~~~~FZXr~~~Qt,JJ~pr.oblem of minorities , .in or der that the . 

AP~ le. .. to . t~ke efi'ecti·.;e .mea.sure.a for the protection o; ·_ 

r ci~l[·~¥,~~4pr~l~i " o~\S . or .li:nguia.tic minor i ties . 

' HATIQNS . 
· .. ~l7~'t~ary 19~9 tite r cQnomic .aJ:.ld So~ial .CoUiici l, by ita resol ution 

l -91 ( III), &lNlMW;a..: 0:- . : · · · ·. ... · :: , · . 
......_ .... ~~~·· ... ·.' 

/" ••• parts B 
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• •• parts B (Right of Petition), ••• and E (Preparation of a Draft Covenant It 

on Human Rjghts and Draft Meaeures of Implementation) of General Assembly 

Resolution 217 (III) to the Commiae'lon on Human Rights and Part C (on the 

Fate of Minorities) aloo to the Sub-Commission on the Prevention of 

D~.scrim:l.nation and the Protection or Mi norities, for the action contemplated 

therein". 

3. At its second session (2-17 December 1947) the Commission on Human Rights 

had taken note of the opinion of the Sub-Coma:.ission (a) that t he i mplemente.tion 

of the rigl'lts formulated in those pa"t"ts of the pr;;pos ed Declarat i on and Covenant 

on Ht'.:nan Ri3hta vhich deal with the prevention of discrimination and the 

pr otectton of minor ities \Tould be of vital importance, and (b) that the 

macr,inery cover i ng this matter formed but one part of the machinery for the 

implementf'tion 0f human rights as a whole; and had r equost ed the Sub-Commission, 

"to exoffiine any proposals for m!Zlasures of implementation formulated by the 

Comml.s~ion, ar.d to submit to it augseetiorlf! 1n this respect" •. 

4 . At ita fifth oession (9 May to 20 June 1949) the Commission adopted a 

number of decisi..ons relating to the Draft Inte:rnational Covenant and Measures of 

Implementation (eee Chapter V of its report , document E/l37l). In addition, it 

adopted a separate resolution on the right of petition (see chapter VI of its 

report , docume nt E/1371 ) . Finally, it adopted a resolution (resolution D1 Chaptei 

IV) by wh~.ch it r equested the Sub- Commission " to postpone cov..aideration, until 

its third session, cf questions of implementation of human rights" . 

5· At its second session the Sub-Commission on Prevention of Discrimination and 

Protection of Minorities decided to postpone cor~ideration of the item 

"Exe.mination of proposals for me::aeuree of implementation of the International 

Bill of Hutr.an Right c;" until its third session, in accordance with the· reClueat 

of the Cotllmiseion 0!1 Human Rights . At t he same time, it decided that at its 

thi rd oession it would also consider, inter alia, recommendations arising out of 

chapter VI (Legal Measur es) of the Secrete,ry-General 'a memorandum on The Main 

Types and Causes of Diecrimination {document E/CN .4/Sub .2/40) . 

6 . The Secretary-General has already circulated to the members of the 

Sub-Commission, upon r equest , the texts of Artic l es 16 , 18 , 19 and 20 of the 

Draft Inte1·national Covenant on Ruman Rights (document E/CN.4/Sub . 2/53). The 

Beport of the fifth session of the Comaiss ion on Human Rights (document E/1371) 

also has been circulated; this Rep01·t includes inter a lia the following: 

/Chapter V 
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Chapter V, on the Draft International Covenant on Human Rights and Measures 

of Implementation; 

Chapter VI, on the Right of Petitionj 

Annex I ~ The Draft International Covenant on Human Rights; 

Annex II: Proposals and statements by Members of the Commission; and 

Annex III: Proposals on Implementation and Questionnaire on Measures of 
I 

Implementation. 

7• The texts incl uded in Annexes I and II of the report of the fifth session of 

the Commission have been circulated to all Member Governments for their comments 

and suggestions . The texts included in Annex II I have likewise been circulated, 

for their replies to the Quest ionnaire on Measures of Implementation. To date 

no c9mments, suggestions, or replies t o the Questionnaire have been received . 

8. The Secretary-Gen~ral also has prepared, for the information of the members 

of the Sub-Commission, a study of The Contribution of the Convention on the 

Prevention and Punishment of the Crime of Ger.~cide to the Prevention of 

Discrimination and the Protection of Minorities (document E/CN.4/Sub .2/80) . 




