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Statement by Ambassador Yu Peiwen of the Peonle's Republic of China
at the Plenary Meeting of the Committce on Disarmament held on
7 August 1980

This session'of the Committeé on Disarmement is about to conclude. Several
Aelegations have reviewed and cormented upon the work of the €D during the year..
The Chinese Delegotion begen participating in the work of the CD only this year.
With regard to the work of the 'CD this year, we arc of the view that some progress
has been made, anA this is the result of the common efforts of various delegations.

We consider that maln ‘progress has been achieved in thic respect. The A8 Hoc Hoc
Worklng'Groupu established by the CD have alrcady been able to enter concrete -
negotiations of a substantive nature on Aisarmament cuestions of common concern to
all Aelegations, such as the prohibition of chemical weapons, the prohibition of
radiological weapons, security guarantees for non-nuclear States and the elaboration
of a Comprehensive Programme for Disarmament. Although at present the progress in the
negotiations on different items varies in Aegree, this is after all a -good beginning
to the accomplishment of the task of the CD. :

In connexion with this, in their general statoments and ﬂurlnﬂ'concrote
negotiations, delegations have expoundeA upon their respective views and positions
concerning quéations related to disarmament, and have in various forms put forward
proposals. All fthese are conducive to the mutual understanding by delegations of
each others' positions. They have clarificd the points in common ahAd points of
Aivergence of all sides on relevant questions and have provided the necessary basis
for future consultations ana negotiations to be continueﬁ.

We have also noticed that many ﬂeTe 2tions, in their ardent desire for genuine
Aisarmament, have solermnly, seriously and actively participated in the work of the
CD, and made their contribution. For instance, the Group of 21 subniitted a working
paper on the important item' of the prohibition of chemical weapons. .The group
greatly promoted the establishment of this Ad Hoc Vorking Group which carried out
comparatively useful negotiations. Also, at the initiative of some Aelegations,
Aiscussions were carried out in the CD, with the partlclpatlon of experts, on the
identification of seismic events and on the prohibition of chemical weapons. These
meetings were welcomed by all sides and were conducive %o negotiations on relevant
Aisarmanent questions. Moreover, a number of other delegations also put forwarA
proposals and tests worth our attention. The constructive attitude adopted by these
dclegations has been a positive factor adVvancing the work of the CD.

Of course, when we talk about progress achieved by the CD this year, we
recognize that such progress has been preliminary or may be even superficial., In
ony case, when we talk about progress achieved in this or.that arca, we cannot
overlook the fact that there~is an enormous gap between such progress and the
Aesire of the peoples of the world for the cessation of .the arms -race, the. reduction
of the threat of war and talzing practical actions in Aisermament. At the same time
we should coastantly be vigilant towards those who pay lin-~service to Alsarmament
to conceal their ams expansion, thereby leading the Aisamament negotiations astray.
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Fron our participation in the work of the CD this past year, the Chinese
Delegation has derived the following preliminary considerations, on which we would
now like to make some brief remarks:

1. Disarmament negotiationa are closcl;” connccted with the international
atmosphere. It cannot be denicd that this year's work in the Adisarmament field

has, to a considerable cxtent, becen adversely affected by the atmosphere of
international tension. Several sovereign countries, such as Afghanistan and
Denocratic Kampuchea, continue to be the victims of occupation and invasion by
foreign ammecd forces. The relevant resolution of the United Nations General Assembly
on the cescation of foreign aggression and the withdrawal of occupation troops has
not been implemented to date. The present reality is that a superpower is stepping
up its expansion anAd aggression. Mot only has the threat of war not been reduced,
but the flames of war continue <o cprond. In such an international aimosphere, how
can the stetements and proposals made by a certain represcentative in the CD embody
his goodwill for Aicemnancont? Hou can an atmosphere of mwutual frust be generated
{or the whole process of Aisarmament negotiations? Where are the guaraniees for
the security of the nwierous cmall and nediun-sized States?

2. Progress in Aisarnament ncgotiations Aepends mainly on political will. The
agenda of the CD includes such items as the cessation of the nuclcar amms race

an? nuclecar Aisarmenent, a comprchensive nuclear test ban, security guarantees for
non-nuclcar States, the prohibition of chemical weapons and the prohibition of
radiological weapons. The scope covered is quite broad and the working groups
already establishen are certainly not cmall in number. But the most fundamental
principle for the solution of Aisarmanment problens is that the superpowers nusi
talke the lead in taking practical actions for disarmament. As in stated in the
"Final Docunient" of the Special Session on Disarmement, the superpowers "bear a
spacial responocibility" in this respect. Only this approach can reducc the threat
of the enormous nilitary superiority of the supcrpowers against the numerous small
and nediwr-sized countrics, and only this approach can create the nccessary
conditions for the further cgdoption of various Aiscrmament measurcs jointly by
other countriecs, incluring China. Whoether the supcrpowers take the lcad to reduce
their own super-crescnals is a test of thelr political will. Such political will
cannot be Aenonstrate” or mcasurcd by the number of "Disarmament Proposals',
"Working Papers" that arc subnitted. It has to be judged mainly by how umch practical
action they take for genuine fisarmament.

3. Disamanent negotiations chould be basead on consultations ariong all the nations
on an cqual footing. Respect and inportance shoula be accorded to views or ideas
submitte on Aisarmencnt issues relating to their cccurity in the course of our
Azliberations and negotiations by all States, whether large or small, whether they .
arc nuclear States, States with few nuclear weapons, non-nuclear States and
irrespective of the strength of their fefence capabilitics, The superpowers cannot
inposs their own viecws and ideas on the nurerous small and mediw-sized countries,
nor should they rejeet in an wwarranted. way all reasonable criticism directed at
then, amenduents, or nther views Aifferent from their own, They cven describe.
thooo as "eotting ur obotrelea” aa? sl crhitvery cocusations in this regard., One
cannot say that suceh "bullying'" hac mot occurred in the plenary nmeetings or nectings
of the working grouns.  Such irvregularitics mued be stopped,

Morcover, in deliberating upen verious issucs, the CD must uphold the principles
2f the United Notious Charteor enat {the normy of internaticnal relations., During
th: deliberationy of the D on the requests by six non-members for participation
in the discussions of the €D on the questions of the prohibition of chemical
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weapons, etc, one superpower, in order to block the request by Democratic Kampuchea,
a member State of the United Nations under foreign occupation, had Aelayed for a
rather long time the Aeliberations on requests made by the other States. It also
attempteA to have a completely illegal puppet regime fostered by foreign occupation
troops take the place of the representative of the sole, legal government of
Kampuchea, ie, Demacratic Kampuchea to particivate in the meetings. Such behaviour
runs counter to the principled position of safeguarding the sovereignty of a State,
upholAing the United Ilotions Charter, adhering tc the purposes of the non-alignes
novenent and opposing aggression and interforence, and should be firily resisten.

The task faced by the CD is an arduous one. However, we believe that as long
as persistent efforts are made in accordance with the spirit mentioned above, we
will be able to achieve duc progress in the causc of promoting Aisarmament and
safeguarding peace. The Chinesc Delegation would like to strengthen co-operation
with other delegations, and march forward together,

In conclusion, on behalf of the Chinese Delegation, I would like to express
my heartfelt thanks to delegations for their sympathy, understanding and friendly
support. I wish also to express my profound gratitude to Ambassador Jaipal, the
representative of the Secretary-General of the United Nations anAd the secretaria+®
staff for their contribution to progress achieved in the work of the CD and for
the assistance they provided to us.





