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DOCUMENT A/CONF.62/104

Resolution of the Council of Ministers of the Organization of African Unity on the law of the sea*

The Council of Ministers of the Organization of African Unity
meeting in the thirty-fifth ordinary session held at Freetown, Si-
erra Leone, from 18 to 28 June 1980,

Recalling the declaration and resolutions of the Organization
of African Unity concerning the Law of the Sea particularly the
Declaration of Addis Ababa (1973), the Declaration and resolu-
tion of Nairobi, February, 1979 and Monrovia, July, 1979,

Considering that the Third United Nations Conference on the
Law of the Sea has now entered a decisive stage towards the
adoption of a comprehensive and universal convention,

Desiring to settle in a spirit of mutual understanding and co-
operation, all issues relating to the law of the sea,

Conscious of the historic significance of such a convention,

Taking into account the evolution of the negotiations particu-
larly relating to the general aspects of the law of the sea, of sci-
entific research and the preservation of the marine environment,

Having considered the progress Report of the Secretary-
General on the eighth and ninth sessions of the Third United
Nations Conference on the Law of the Sea, CM/1066(XXXV):

DECLARES:
1. That the transfer of technology including processing of

sea-bed resources and the training of personnel constitute an obli-
gation for every contractor with the Authority to enable it to ex-
ploit the resources of the international area;

[Original: English/French]
[5 August 1980]

2. Reaffirms the principles adopted in the Declarations of
Nairobi and Monrovia concerning the rejection of any system in
the convention of voting in the Council based either on the prin-
ciple of the veto, of collective voting or of weighted voting;

3. That the provisions for entry into force of the convention
should require a relatively high number of States in order to en-
sure an adequate composition in the Council of the Authority tak-
ing due account of the principle of equitable geographical repre-
sentation;

4. National liberation movements recognized by the Organi-
zation of African Unity, the United Nations and the specialized
agencies shall have the right to become parties to the convention;

5. The resolution concerning the establishment of the prepar-
atory commission should provide for:

(a) participation by all those who have taken part in the prep-
aration and formulation of the Convention;

(b) specific powers consisting exclusively for the establish-
ment and function of the organs of the Authority and the Tribu-
nal of the Law of the Sea;

(c) any decision of the preparatory commission should be in
the form of recommendation to the Authority.

* Circulated at the request of the representative of Liberia, Chairman
of the Group of African States at the ninth session of the Third United
Nations Conference on the Law of the Sea.
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