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DOCUMENT A/CONF.62/103

Letter dated 30 July 1980 from the representative of the United States of America
to the President of the Conference

I have the honour to request that the attached statement, which I
delivered at the 130th Plenary Meeting on 28 July 1980, be re-
produced as an official document of the Conference

(Signed) E. RICHARDSON

Head of the Delegation

of the United States of America

to the Third United Nations Conference
on the Law of the Sea

STATEMENT MADE BY THE REPRESENTATIVE OF THE
UNITED STATES AT THE 130TH MEETING

Mr. President, I appreciate the early opportunity to reply to the
statement of the distinguished Chairman of the Group of 77.

My government remains committed to pursuing in good faith
the goal of an early and successful outcome of this Conference.
We hold steadfastly to the view that a broadly accepted law of
the sea convention is by far the preferred legal framework for the
conduct of deep sea-bed mining and other activities in the
oceans.

The deep sea-bed mining law enacted by the United States is
consistent with that objective. It is expressly interim in nature.
When a treaty enters into force with respect to the United States,
it will automatically supersede the legislation. Moreover, the law
places a moratorium on commercial recovery until 1 January
1988, some 20 years after the United Nations first began to deal
with this subject. This moratorium should allow ample time for
the convention to come into force.

United States legislation was enacted at this time in order to
prevent a further decline or a complete disintegration of the
United States deep sea-bed mining industry. Were such an out-

{Original: English)

1 August 1980]

come to occur, a decade or more would surely be required to re-

gain the level of technology needed for commercial recovery.

Keeping the industry alive is clearly in the common interest. Un-

less the development of technology continues, the benefits that

we all seek from sea-bed mining under a convention will be post-
poned into the far distant future.

I do not regard it useful to debate again the legality of deep
sea-bed mining under international law. I have stated the position
of the United States several times over the past two and one-half
years: namely, that sea-bed mining beyond areas of recognized
national jurisdiction remains a freedom of the high seas until and
unless circumscribed by an international agreement in force. I re-
fer all my colleagues to earlier statements for the detailed argu-
ments. As their delegations have already made clear, a number of
other countries whose nationals are presently engaged in devel-
oping deep sea-bed mining technology share this legal position.

Disagreement over the principles of international law that
would apply in the absence of a broadly accepted law of the sea
convention must not be allowed to stand in the way of this Con-
ference’s efforts to extend the rule of law over more than two
thirds of the earth’s surface. If we succeed, the practical question
of commercial recovery of minerals outside the treaty régime
need never arise. My delegation will continue to direct all of its
energies toward this end. Our negotiating objectives remain pre-
cisely as they were prior to the enactment of our legislation.
They will not be hardened or increased, nor will they be aban-
doned. And we will support provisions that encourage the earli-
est practicable entry into force of the convention.

We stand ready to join alt delegations in redoubling our efforts
to conclude a comprehensive convention on the law of the sea
that we all can ratify and that will assure the wise and orderly
management of the world’s ocean resources for the benefit of all
mankind.
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