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Report by the President on the recommendations of the General Committee
on the organization of work for the resumed ninth session

I recalled that at the 129th meeting on 8 April 19803 in New
York I informed the Plenary that, bearing in mind the decision of
the Conference that it must complete its work by the end of the
ninth session, 1 wished to make certain suggestions regarding the
organization of the work and time-table during the resumed ses-
sion.

I had proposed that the first two weeks be devoted to the con-
tinuation of negotiations on all outstanding issues and that discus-
sions would continue concurrently in Informal Plenary on the fi-

3 Ibid., vol. XIH (United Nations publication, Sales No.E.Sl.V.5).

[Original: English]
[28 July 1980]

nal and general clauses and the Preparatory Commission. I had
suggested that, under the circumstances that would exist at the
start of the resumed session, it would be necessary to decide
what sort of negotiating structure, suited to the new circum-
stances, should be adopted. At the beginning of the third week,
namely 11 August, the general debate would start and speakers
would be allowed 15 minutes each. I reiterated my hope and my
appeal that issues that were, by and large, settled would and
should not be re-opened. At the end of the fourth week the Colle-
gium would prepare the third revision of the informal composite
negotiating text, which might be given the status of a basic text.
No decision was taken on that occasion and it was agreed that
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this matter would be taken up at the very start of the resumed
session.

I emphasized in the General Committee that the time at our
disposal was very limited and that we had a very strict schedule.
If we were to adhere to it we must make the best use of the time
available for continued negotiations c i outstanding and unre-
solved issues and that meant proceeding forthwith to negotiate.

I had the opportunity of consulting with the Chairmen of the
Committees and the Chairman of the Drafting Committee regard-
ing the organization of our work at this resumed session.

Before going into these details I informed the General Com-
mittee that the Chairman of the Group of 77 had informed me
that he wished to make a statement on behalf of this Group con-
cerning the unilateral legislation enacted for the regulation of ex-
ploration and exploitation of the mineral resources of the interna-
tional area of the sea-bed by the United States of America.

If we are to attempt to comply with our time-table we have
only 10 working days for negotiations before the start of the gen-
eral debate at the end of which the Collegium would have to ef-
fect the third revision. The general debate would be conducted at
the end of the fourth week.

If the negotiations and consultations are to be expedited it is
necessary that delegations be made aware of the proposed ar-
rangements with specific information of the organization of

work, including the negotiating framework, the issues to be dealt
with, in what order and when.

The organization of our work should be adapted to suit the
prevailing circumstances in regard to each of the outstanding is-
sues and the status of the negotiations on the issue in question.
All negotiations would best be conducted in an appropriate forum
and manner with due regard to the need to ensure the involve-
ment of the parties principally concerned but without excluding
any others interested in participation. Any group should be repre-
sentative of all the main interests but should be compact enough
to permit of smooth, workmanlike and speedy progress.

As for the First Committee all groups are agreed that the estab-
lished negotiating forum, the Working Group of 21, should be
retained. It will identify the outstanding questions and thereafter
decide how best to continue the negotiations on outstanding
questions. The results of such negotiations, as of all the negotia-
tions of a similar character, should be reported at regular inter-
vals to the President and to the Chairman of the Main Committee
concerned or, if so required by the circumstances, by the Chair-
man himself to the President. This is not intended to be a formal
report but is meant to keep the President informed of the progress
of the negotiation and to help him with the task of co-ordinating
the work of the Conference.

The other two Committees will proceed similarly to the extent
they deem fit and necessary.
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