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NATION~L EXPERIENCE IN ACHIEVING FAR-REACHING SOCIAL AND
ECONOMIC CHANGES FOR THB PURPOSE OF SOCIAL PROGRESS

At its 17th plenary meeting, on 28 May 1987, the Economic and Social Council
adopt~d the following resolution:

1987/38. Twentieth anniversary of the Declaration on Sacial
Progress and Development

The Economic and Social Council,

Recommends to the General Assemhly the adoption of the following draft
resolution:

"The General Assembly,

"Recalling the Declaration on Social Progress and Development, based on
the Charter of the United Nations and solemnly procl~imed on 11 December 1969
in its resolution 2542 (XXIV) of 11 December 1969,

"Recalling also its resolutions 2543 (XXIV) of 11 December 1969, 32/117
of 16 Dp.cember 1977, 34/59 of 29 Novemher 1979 and 41/142 of 4 December 1986
on the implementation of the Declaration,

"Convinced of the continuing need to achieve the fu11 realization of the
principles and ohjectives contained in the Declaration, which contribute to
peaceful and fri~ndly relations between nations,

"Noting that the yf'ar 1989 wi 11 mark thE' twentieth Llnniversary of the
Declaration,
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"l. Reaffirms the lasting validity and importance of the principles and
objectives proclaimed in the Declaration on Soci~l Proqress and Development)

"2. Decides to observe in 1989 the t~entieth anniversa~y of the
Declaration,

"3. Invites all Rtates, the specialized aqencies, regional
interqovernmental orqanizations and non-qoverr:mpntal orqanizations to take
appropriate measures, such as "hose set out in the annex to the present
resolution, which are based on the measures recommended in General Assembly
resolution 41/150 on the fortieth anniversary of the universal Declaration of
Human Riqhts, and to support appropriate activities aimed at encouraqlnq th8
promotion of human riqhts and social justice,

"4. Invite~ all States to inform the Secretary-General ot their views
and comments concerning the impact of the Declaration, since its adoption, on
the formulation and implementation of the national policies and measures ot
their Governments,-as well as how the principles, objectives and means and
methods set out in the Declaration are taken into account in their policieA,
plans and programmes and in their bilateral ann multialtera~ relations in the
field of development,

"5. Invites all States to convey to the Secretary-General their views
and comments on possible ways and means of increasinq the contribution of the
appropriate organs, organizations and bodies of the United Nations system to
achievinq t~e full realization of the principleA and obj~ctiv~s contained in
the Declaration,

"6. Requests t~e Secretary-General to include the information received
purpuant to paragraphs 4 and 5 above in the report requested in paragraph 5 of
General Assembly resolution 41/142, to be submitted to the Assembly at its
torty-fourth session throuqh the Commission for Sncial De"elopment and the
Economic 3nd Social Council,

"7. Requests the Secrpt~ry-General to take appropriate measures to
observe the twentieth anniversary of the Declaration, bearing in mind the
recommended possible measures contained in the annex to the prefient
resolution, in order to draw attention to and emphaslze the importance of the
Declaration, and the role played and the work done hy the united Nations to
ensure the effective fulfilment of the objectives of the Declarati,.nl

"8. Decides to include in the provisional agenda of its forty-fourth
session an item entitled 'Twentieth anniversary of the proclAmation of the
Declaratic~ on Social Progress and Development'l

"9. Also d~cides to devote one plenary m~eting during its torty-tllurth
session to the observance of t~e twentieth anniversary of the Decl~ration,

whi~h falls on 11 December 1989, and requests the Secretary-General to .nakp
the necessary preparations for the programme of that meetinq.
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"Annex

"RECOMMENDED POSSIRLE MEASURER FOR THE OBSERVANCE OF THE TWENTIETH
ANNIVERSARY OF THE D~CLARATION ON SOCIAL PROGRESS AND DEVELOPMENT

"1. The followinq measures are recommended for possible action at the
national level:

(a) Formal proclamation of 11 D0c~mber 1989 as Social Proqress and
Development Day,

(b) Issuance of special messages on 11 Dpcember 1989 by heads of State
or Government or other prominent civil personaL, 'cs,

(c) Special meeting ot par liamentary and oth~r publ!.;: and pr ivate
institutions on Social Progress and Development Day,

(cl) Establishment or strenqthening of national or local institutions for
the promotion ot social progrer,s and development and soc~al justice, and the
encouraqemel'lc. of teachinq programme" on 50-=i,31 progress and development at
var ious educa~:onal le"~ls,

(e) Dissemination of the text of the Declardtion on Social "roqress and
Oevelopment in national languaqes,

(f) Issuance ot 50c:ial progresB and cievelopment postaqe stamps,
f_rst-day covers and special cancellations durinq 1989J

(q) participation by non-governmental organizations in the observance of
the anniversary, and the organization ot activities by such orqanizations;

(h) Orqanization ot activities within the framework .:lnd in supr<>rt of
currel,t llnitf'd N,1tinn" decilrlp.!,\ ilnd int.ernational yearn heing prepared on
social development.

"2. It is recomllie·ndeci t.hat tht> tollowinl1 meilsures, among others, should
h~ taken hy the Recretar)-Gener~l at the U~ited Nations level:

(,,) IssuancE" hy 11 December 1989 in Llll offici,lt languages of thE' United
Nations of thE' Declaration on Social Progress and D@velopmentJ

(b) Orqanization ot commemorative f>vents, ilccorciinq to standard
practice, at United Nation!'\ H0ad'1lJarters, at the United Nation" OfficeR at
Gp-neva, Nairohi and Vienna, ,11; w(~l1 il~; at United Nations information centre",
on or around 11 nr~cl~mh(>r lqAll."


